We Have Reopened

July 2020

Continuing To Participate in Worship Online?
WATCH WORSHIP WITH FACEBOOK LIVE AT 11:00 AM EVERY SUNDAY

Dear Chris…
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Monthly News

2-7

ON THE ELON COMMUNITY CHURCH FACEBOOK PAGE: FACEBOOK.COM/ECCUCC/
Not on Facebook? Watch it on our website or YouTube after noon on Sundays

Birthdays/Anniversaries 6

If you are in a high risk category, feel uncomfortable in any way, or think you were exposed to someone
with COVIV-19, please don’t attend worship in person. Remember, we offer options to worship online!

Calendar

We have 2 identical worship services: 9:30 am in the Community Life Center and 11 am in the Sanctuary.
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·

·
·

·

You must call or email the church to reserve your place in one of the worship services. We cannot fill
the sanctuary as we would like, so we are limited to about 50-55 worshippers. Families that live
together can sit together without distancing. All seats will be set up and seating will be assigned.
You must wear a mask, if you are unable to do so, we want to invite you to worship online only. We
will be distancing, but in an enclosed space and masks are imperative to avoid transmission.
We will be asked to only sing and repeat words quietly not broadcasting your voice. This means that
we can’t yet sing out or repeat prayers in such a way as to spread possible germs. While this may
seem restrictive, even low level speaking and singing allows you to feel participation in the moment.
Following worship, you may leave and talk with others outdoors using social distancing. There will be
no in-person meet & greets or small group meetings during this time of transition. Those things will
stay online for now. Feel free to converse with others outside as people feel comfortable.
· The two services will have their own entrances and exits. The elevator
will be off limits during this time. We will use the individual bathrooms
only during this time as well. Handwashing and hand sanitizing will be
available and highly encouraged.

We may not be able to ring the bells this year, but the music
behind what is done is still important. Think of a fun way to learn
about the music in your appropriate age group for a brief time on ZOOM for Thursdays in July. Lets keep
the spirit alive and bring together all who have been at Music Camp before along with any of our new
children to build the foundation that leads to good Bell Ringing! And we will have some fun as well! Sign
up today through the church office or contact eccbells@gmail.com for more information. If you have been
a part before, you probably have already received and invitation. Can’t wait to see you online!
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HISTORICAL
As we enter the fifth
month in a world dominated by
Corona virus, the toll that is being
taken on us is historical. All of our
rituals and regular plans have
changed in ways we could have never predicted. A hug and a
handshake are so different now. How we worship, pray, and be the
church along with so much of our life and the world have been
historically affected by this pandemic. This means that as we look
back in history, except for wars, the kinds of things we are doing
have not been done this way before. It is hard to see and accept that
what we are experiencing right now is historic in nature. In other
words, this year will be epic in how we look back at it and we still
don’t know the end of the story yet.
Watching another chapter in history was in the 1300’s when
the Black Plague changed the world. I say this because many things
happened afterwards that may not have happened without the
presence of a pandemic that killed up to half the population of the
Western world. Maybe we can’t accept in our minds that what we are
living through is big. We experience life on a daily basis and change
doesn’t always feel “big.” In fact, difficult moments in history try to
be forgotten because we want to move to a normal place again, we
want good news, or at the very least our hair done. How can that be
historical?
Let me be practical for just our place and time as Elon
Community Church: a building that we cherish for its place, its
facilities to do worship, learning and ministry; usually 7 days a week
with all kinds of things happening is very quiet. Our cherished
programs like Vacation Bible School, Music Camp, summer camping,
Football Sunday, potluck dinners or picnics, even Sunday School
gatherings and holiday celebrations are all on hold or changed completely. When spoken of in the context of our corner of the world it
may not feel historical, but it is monumental.

Now, add to that the new Civil Rights moment that is
taking on historical proportions. Many will say that was done in the
50-60’s and that is our history. No, we are in a time when people
are awakening to the systemic nature of this sinful and world
affecting racism that has plagued our country since its inception and
the world around us. Now that we are finally realizing this isn’t
about what we think or feel, but a system of laws and the use of
power to hold down one people over another, we are once again
seeing a historic moment of epic proportion. Because it isn’t the first
time, we might cynically think it will go away just like we hope the
pandemic becomes a memory we can forget. However, the history of
change may have a different way of seeing it. We are learning this
time that this new moment is unlike the others and we cannot close
our eyes.
The historical nature of what we are experiencing calls for
us to see the how our faith speaks to who we are and how we will
live into the future. That is a calling we cannot ignore. How we care
for each other, the environment which affects us, the way we live
and build a nation, and the way we grow in the new church are
daunting challenges. Asking the questions that faith will cause us to
ask and how we respond will be a part of this history. Looking back
a hundred years from now, I wonder what those people will see
about us.
I wish we didn’t have to be so “historical.” I often wish we
could have kept going just the way we were and be just normal,
whatever that means. As the newsletter attests, it is all different. As
all we hear and learn now attests, we can’t go back. How we support
one another and how we engage these issues and faithfully respond is
going to be as historical as the document signed on the 4th of July
or the way religious faith can affect the world. Maybe even being
historical is as practical as wearing a mask, washing your hands, and
voting for change. It may mean facing truths we have avoided.
Whether we like it or not, we are part of a new world that is
looking for freedom and hope. What side of history will we be on?
God be with us. Amen.

Love, Randy

We Want Your Hymn Suggestions For the Summertime
Summertime is the best time to hear some of you favorite hymns that we typically do not
get to enjoy during different times of the church season. Have a favorite hymn you’ve been itching
to hear on the piano or organ? E-mail the church office at eloncommunitychurch@gmail.com or call
(336)584-0391 and you may find your request has made it into one of our summer worship services!
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Vacation Bible School:
CHRISTMAS IN JULY
Join us virtually for VBS 2020 as we explore the story of Christmas. This will
happen on Tuesdays starting on July 7. We will meet July 7, 14, 21, and 28. We will
have two zoom times: 11 am and 6 pm. No matter what age, Pre-K to 6th grade may
join in on the fun. We will have videos to act out the story of the week, a
demonstration of the crafts, our science time, and suggestions for recreation. These zooms
will be recorded and put on Elon Alive in case you miss it. On Mondays your supplies
will be available for pick up from 12 pm—7 pm and from 5-7 you may have chalk
time at the church to help decorate the parking lot. We want the children to join us on
Zoom when they can. The story of Christmas will unfold like this:

Week
Week
Week
Week

1—The
2—The
3—The
4—The

The Mission Board is proud to offer these yard
signs. We can drop your sign off to you or leave
at the church for a contactless pick up. If you
are interested in a sign, a donation of $15 is
suggested. All money raised will be donated to
local organizations addressing racial equity.
Please contact Racheal at rstimpso@vt.edu or
540-998-9459 if you would like a sign.

angel comes to Mary and Mary goes to see Elizabeth
journey to Bethlehem and the birth of Jesus
Shepherds receive the news and go to find the baby Jesus
Magi seek the baby Jesus and bring him gifts

We look forward to this unique VBS this year and thanks to Jennifer Clifton for
the great idea!

JOHNS RIVER VALLEY CAMP and
VIRTUAL CAMPING ON JULY 15
Thank you for your generous support of a camp that has become a true extension of our
ministry here! While the camp received a significant boost to get toward a support for the year, there
is still much to do.
One of those is the fact that we can’t use the camp for traditional summer camp for our
children and youth. Many of our group will be receiving a “Camp In a Box.” It is a reminder of what
would be happening this summer along with a t-shirt, some info of the learning tools we use at camp.
One way we can try to make up for this loss of time at the camp is a Night out! On July 15, I am
challenging all our would-be campers to either camp out in their backyard, or even build a tent in your bedroom and sleep in a sleeping bag!
Be sure to take pictures and share them on Elon Alive! Contact Pastor Sharon or Randy if you want to participate! We will report how many
participated in the August Torch with a few pictures as well!
There may be a chance for middle, high school youth, as well as adults to take part in an actual Mission Camp on August 2-8 at JRVC.
The facilities used will allow for distancing and will be done a bit differently, but depending on our participation, real, very needed mission work
will get done! Please contact the church office to let us know if you are interested.
A final way to support the camp and to get a camp experience is to reserve a room at our (air conditioned) BOGER Site for your
family to come spend one or two nights in this beautiful nature setting! Families or individuals are welcome to use the camp as a place of rest
and rejuvenation! Contact the camp through www.jrvc.org for available times, cost, and making your reservations.
This Fall, if the state opens up more, there will be retreat opportunities, one hosted by our own Bob Martin around mindfulness and
meditation! The facilities used do allow for distancing and this may be a great opportunity to take part in something special.
Gifts to the camp are always welcome as we survive this year and move to 2021 with great promise for the camp! Thanks again for
making JRVC a part of our ministry!
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The Seekers’ Church School Class has begun discussing a stimulating new book on Sunday mornings online through Zoom at 9:15 am.
The class runs approximately 45 minutes each Sunday morning and we’d like to invite you to join us virtually for our discussion and sharing.
The book is called Practicing Changing Yourself to Change the World by Kathy Escobar. If you’d like a copy of it, e-mail or call Ray Pollard or
Rev. Sharon Wheeler, and one of them will deliver it to you. They will also provide you with the Zoom contact info you need in order to join
the group on Sundays. Their contact info is:

pollardrg@yahoo.com
336-584-8722

wheeler.sharon04@gmail.com
336-260-9146

The blurb on the back book cover says: “From the masses of young people spurning organized religion to
faithful followers of Jesus, there is a deep hunger across gender, age, socioeconomics, and denominational backgrounds for
practical, tangible ways to live a life full of love, mercy and justice in our divided world. But where do we start? Pastor
Kathy Escobar inspires and challenges readers to live their faith through real action using ten transformational practices,
including listening more, including the marginalized, advocating for justice and mourning with those who grieve. By putting
our hearts, hands, and feet behind our good intentions, we can transform our groups, our communities, and our world.”
The Senior Pastor’s Bible Study is now called Monday School, meeting every Monday at 5:30 pm! We are studying the Gospel of
Matthew in a verse by verse format with great discussion and insights from Pastor Randy. This is a great way to get to learn more about your
Bible and way the writers of the Bible share what we celebrate as Good News. To Join Zoom Meeting simply click this hyperlink at 5:30 pm
each Monday! https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86798260344?pwd=T21TNVBFNzA2OGtuTHY1WGVNcUFSQT09. If you need more information, contact
Pastor Randy at 336-214-1304.

With our church reopening, I am sure that there is a question as to what that will look like for children.
Right now, the nursery will not reopen. We will wait for a later phase to do that, however, we have to give props to
Delinda Anderson, our custodian, who has worked tirelessly this summer cleaning all the floors on the children’s hall,
cleaning toys and removing toys from the nursery that we feel would not be good to have in there at this time. Our
Children’s Church will not meet yet either, however, there will be packets and pencil boxes available for each child to
have their name on and use each week. They include brand new markers, crayons, scissors, pencil and glue stick. The
packet will have the children’s bulletin in it along with the Sunday school sheets and story. Monica says that if we
have who is coming ahead of time, we can place their packet and box at their seat. They will also include their smarties. I will be glad to see my church children’s smiling in church (under their masks) when you decide to return!

- Pastor Sharon

Our dedicated prayers shawl members have taken advantage of the COVID-19 shut down and are busy
creating new prayer shawls and robes. Since its restart in February, we have given out 9 shawls & lap robes. If you
either knit or crochet, we’d love to have you join us in this ministry. If you have questions, or know of a church
member who could benefit with a prayer shawl, please call Ellen Martin at 336-395-8622.

COOL/EDGE (5th-7th /8th-12th Grade) Update
We will take a break but be on the lookout for an e-mail from Pastor Sharon for
service opportunities, Zoom calls, or outdoor gathering if possible!
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By Tanya Gold, Council Secretary
Treasurer’s Report showed that we still have a YTD surplus, even though May had a shortfall. Pledges picked up
this month, and Bill expects more families to catch up on giving by September.
Deacons have recommended 2 ways of doing Communion safely when in-person worship resumes. They have not yet
discussed how they would handle a request for infant baptism.
Trustees have made a financial contribution toward the picnic table improvements being made by Brandon Terry, Eagle Scout candidate. A few
repairs to flooring are being accomplished, but otherwise the Trustees have not had much to do recently! A big “Thank You” to Matt Stimpson
who engineered improvements to the church’s internet capabilities this month.
Board of Christian Education is supporting Pastor Sharon’s efforts to conduct a virtual VBS this year. Theme is “Christmas in July.” They have
exciting projects planned! Virtual Christian education for adults includes a study of Christian Practices with the Seekers Class (Sunday mornings at
9:15) and the Pastor’s Bible Study, which meets Monday evenings (hence the name “Monday School”). Contact Sharon for the Zoom links.
Missions & Outreach Board wants to thank the congregation for your support of the Feed the Hungry program. Current totals are 3000 meals
served and 1000 person-hours contributed (so far). In addition to fruits and desserts, you have contributed $5000 to nourish friends in need!
Yard signs will soon be available with slogans respecting human rights for all; your donation will support Racial Equity issues. Watch the weekly
Joys & Concerns emails for notes about ways you can help with local ministries.
Board of Evangelism has funded the wifi upgrades from their budget. We hope you agree this helps meet our goals for “Being the Church” in
pandemic times! When the church doors re-open, ushers will have the new responsibility of educating members and guests about the social
distancing rules and safety measures put in place, so a training program will be provided. To show support of the Black Lives Matter movement,
they are considering a new form of outdoor art, hopefully to be in place when Elon students return in the fall.
Pastor Sharon recently completed a 6-week White Privilege Study (online) led by Rev. LaShauna Austria. A new series will begin soon, and the
congregation is invited to participate. Council members expressed their appreciation to Sharon for the creativity and persistence she has shown in
continuing to minister to children and youth, despite the limitations! Five youth members of ECC were recognized as graduating seniors in the
virtual worship service on June 5.
Pastor Randy broke the news that the successful Feed the Hungry program will become a permanent ministry, probably to be renamed Stone
Soup Ministry. In addition to virtual VBS, plans are firming up for an online version of Music Camp teaching music appreciation on Thursdays in
July (broken into groups by age). Recent special offering in support UCC summer camps was a real joy – with $3000 raised thanks to ECC
members, and an amount exceeding $30,000 from all sources. Camp in a Box is coming, but Youth may have an opportunity to attend Mission
Camp, so let the office know of your child’s interest. Facebook Live shows that we are engaging more people than before; he thanks Evangelism
Board for the funding to meet our technology needs. He thanked all the Boards for the great job covering everything. We will need to have
serious conversations before fall about how to handle vital programs (for example Christmas Cheer and the Dog Day Mixer).
Next meeting: August 9

Miss your favorite trivia game night site that is not open yet? Grab your beverage of choice (no
judgement), and join us on Zoom as we gather to see which family will be our trivia champs! We will meet
together on Sunday, July 26 at 7 pm. The Zoom connection will be sent out prior to the event so that you can
connect with us to join in the fun. Look forward to a big turn out so we can have some fun and fellowship!

One More Graduate!
Owen Gold graduated from Roanoke College in May. He is working for Mariner Finance in their Branch Manager
Training Program. Congratulations Owen!

Volume 24, Issue 7
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UNTIL FURTHER
NOTICE, NO VOLUNTEER SHELTER MEALS
WILL BE SERVED AT ALLIED CHURCHES.
SHELTER EMPLOYEES WILL BE HANDLING
MEALS UNTIL JUNE 1 AT THE EARLIEST.
PLEASE CHECK FUTURE ISSUES OF THE
TORCH FOR DEVELOPMENTS.

An Evening with the wit and music of
In the Community Life Center

(Tentative Plans
in light of the
Pandemic)
Hosted by
Sheri James

Plan now to
attend!

Click or scan the QR Code on the top
right of our website, eloncommunitychurch.org, or
look for the QR Code in the bulletin and Torch.
You can also go to our website and click on the
FINANCE tab, to set up an account for regular
online giving. Please take into account that we
pay 3% in fees on each donation if paid with a
credit card. Debit cards and checking accounts
are encouraged! If you cannot make an online
payment, checks are welcome to be mailed to
PO Box 625, Elon, NC 27244.

Martha Spann
Richard Bragg
Artie Lewis
Betsy Stevens
Lori Watson
Mark Danieley
John Long
Michael Goodwin
Callie Harris
Bill Brown

7/1
7/3
7/3
7/4
7/5
7/6
7/7
7/8
7/9
7/13

Earl and Ann Vickers
Stephen and Manda Stiegel
Andy and Kathy Feld
Denny and Annie McLane
Owen and Reva Schumacher
Brandon and Charlotte Wright
Ted and Sharon Wheeler

Don Scott
Elizabeth Lanier
Hannah Spivey
Stephen Bengel
Curtis Giraud
Jay Bateman
Fred Kircher
Joan Richardson
Cindy Hammond
Dillon Drummond
7/3
7/3
7/4
7/9
7/12
7/13
7/16

7/13
7/13
7/14
7/14
7/14
7/16
7/16
7/16
7/16
7/17

Sue Brown
Larry Strong
Hugh Comfort
Marc Gutierrez
Phillip Sheldon
Jordan Wiles
Doris Peery
Lola Ayers
Fred Canova

Jim and Donna McCauley
Steven and Sara Likness
Philip and Sims Osborne
Bob and Mary Abrahamson
Bill and Susan Menikheim
Nate and Lauren Bourne
Hal and Jennifer Clifton

7/20
7/22
7/23
7/24
7/27
7/29
7/30
7/31
7/31
7/16
7/19
7/21
7/23
7/26
7/26
7/30

Farmers Market is Officially Open
Every Thursday, 3:00-6:00 pm. Please check out the
Market Facebook page to see available vendors and pre-order
vendors for each week!
PLEASE FOLLOW THESE PRECAUTIONS WHEN VISITING THE MARKET
- All vendors are spaced 10' apart from each other.
- We are encouraging customers to exit after making purchases
- All vendors MUST wear a mask/face covering.
- All customers also MUST wear a mask/face covering when they come to the market.
- We are encouraging everyone to social distance, especially while waiting in lines.
- Whenever possible products will be pre-package, pre-bag, and pre-priced.
- Vendors are wiping down surfaces with disinfectant frequently (tables, registers, phones,
any frequently touched surface).
- Vendors are encouraged to accept pre-payment or contactless
forms of payment.
- No sampling allowed at Market at this time.
- All vendors are asked to wear gloves and masks/face coverings.
- We're asking customers, vendors, and staff to stay home if
they're sick.

Stay
Connected
on
Facebook
with
Elon Alive!
Have you joined our private Facebook
group yet? It’s called Elon Alive! and is invite
only. If you have not received an invite and
would like to participate, please e-mail the
church office at
eloncommunitychurch@gmail.com. You must
have a Facebook account in order to be
involved. This is a great place, safe for the
whole family, to post pictures and interact with
other members while we are social distancing.

Mailed: 6/26/2020

Street: 271 N. Williamson Ave.
Mail: PO Box 625
Elon, NC 27244
Phone: 336-584-0391
Fax: 336-584-7963
E-mail: eloncommunitychurch@gmail.com

Torch Articles

Please note that all submissions
are due by the 19th for the
upcoming month. Because of limited
space, articles may be edited, saved for
future issues, or omitted. Thank you for
your contributions!

If you would like to be removed from The Torch mailing list please e-mail eccucc@att.net
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