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A Hot Rod For The Less Than Speedily Adept

Of Burning Deswes and Wide Tires

by Tim Bongard
IPMS #16924

Mind Games

Those of you who know me or have read any of the articles and
columns ['ve written know that my interests in building model cars
and trucks lie mostly in racing cars and fire apparatus. Hot rods,
customs and other forms of street machines have always been an
interest of mine, but ['ve never actually sat down and built one that
survived to see the light of the display table. After all, what could
possibly be so hard about building a model hot rod? [ wanted to do
something special and thought that this would be a good reason to
try something new, butl kept getting hung upon what todoand how
to do it.

Braincrampsdon'ttake verylongtosetin. Theyareeasytogetand
can be had for a variety of reasons. The best has to be unfamiliarity
with your subject and while IPMSers have been reviled in the past for
being too focused on their subjects, it seems to me that if you are
going to build a model of something, you should atleast haveanidea
of whatit'sall about. Fire trucks, Winston Cup race cars, fightersand
tanks are all subjects we can get to know and replicate. Hot rods and
customs tend to be a little like sci-fi on wheels, it requires - gads -
imagination of theunbridled kind. We'retalking free-falling, create-
it-in-your-mind stuff here. I suddenlydiscovered a modeling chasm
I didn't know how to cross. Iliked the idea of it, I just didn't know
how to shift the modeling gears and kept getting stuck.

[ can figure out how to make sheet plastic look like a tool cabinet.
I can fashion parts from putty, sprue and other bits of junk. But
something in my modeling psyche rebelled at the idea of just
winging it. (Forgive the pun). [ somewhat sheepishly shared this
problem with Pat.

"Building customs and hot rods is just so different from what I
usually do. | mean, no two customs are ever alike." I said.

"Wait a minute. You build fire trucks, right? Why do you like to
build them so much?”

"Well, there is always so much stuff hanging off of them. They are
mechanical wonders. The colors and decorations are usually pretty
neat and no two are really ever alike.” I replied.

“You just described building hot rods and customs. When are you
going to start talking about fire trucks?"

The question was laced equally with Pat’s southern drawl and a
joking bit of sarcasm that underscored that I posessed the solution to
the problem all along, I just needed a fresh perspective. Free-form
building of any kind simply requires you to let go of what everyone
else thinks it should look like and simply build it the way you think
it should look. Cinder-bug suddenly looked like a lot more fun.
Shoot, this could be more fun than picking on Art Gerber's drawer
full of sixty shades of Olive Drab paint!
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Plcking a target

Having had my hot rod modeling epiphany, | was now aware of
the fact that I could build the car of my dreams. Alll had to do was
decide what [ wanted my go-fast buggy to be. Cruising through
copies of Hot Rod and Rod & Custom became reconnaissance sorties
to find out what's hot and what's not. It was also a great way to
discover what look [ wanted my dream car to have. There are lots of
basiclooksIdiscovered. Thereare "smoothies" (all the detail chrome
has been removed and the basic lines of the car smoothed), "slam-
mers” (what used to be called low riders years ago), there's the fat
fendered look, the no fendered look and the hi-tech visitation on old
themes which result in cars such as Boyd Coddington's Chezoom
and Roadstar. Picking theright look is a little like decorating a room
- the final effect lives or dies by how all the parts work together.

Thencame the great shopping spree. [ had to tryto find the vehicle
of my dreams and all the stuff to cram into it. Herein also lies a
paradox of sorts. Having filled my head with all sorts of ideas and
expectations, [ now had to go about finding the object of my desires.
Many a lad in this situation settles for the first object that runs him
over and, before he knows it, he's trying, in vain, to turn a sow's ear
into something, anything, else. "Been there. Done that." Wood
working projects, old battered vehicles and a few random and
senseless relationships later, I'm wiseenough to know that sow'sears
are rarely anything other than sow's ears and almost never silk
purses or silk anything else in disguise. Common sense should be
allowed to prevail in situations such as these, and one should select
a project that's a little easier than advanced physics or trigonometry
if one ever hopes to finish the project. Complicated projects tend to
liedead on the corner of my workbench like beached whales waiting
for a tide that never seems to come. Even so, don't be surprised if
your "simple” model hot rod suddenly gets complicated in the
process of building it.

The final observation about the topic you pick has to do with the
idea that whatever you do, it has to be unique. Your hot rod should
be something special, something unique. There is this inclination to
be sure that it's a one in a million. To me, this seems only a little odd
in that by thelr very nature all hot rods and customs are unique. It
need not be oddball or outrageous to work or capture the imagina-
tion. It's not like you have to really work at it, it's part and parcel of
what a hot rod really is. Every hot rod or custom is a collection of
parts and features that when combined give the finished car it's
character. And as someone once said, "the total of it was more that
equal to the sumofit's parts.” It boils down to a matter of craftsman-
ship. In order to be any good, it needs to be done well, whatever it
18.
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With all those thoughts in mind, I decided that my hot rod could
be everything I wanted and not venture too far from familiar terri-
tory. If nothing else it would get a chuckle from Pat when he finally
became awareof whatl was working on. 5o, [ picked anold firetruck
to hop up and do this hot rod thing to.

Revamping Cinder-bug

Around 1969, AMT released a 1/25th scale kit of an old time fire
truck based on a Ford Model "T" which let you build the model as
either a stock fire truck (not too bad) or as a hot rod (questionable by
today's standards). The kit in it's time was pretty good and actually
can be built up to be a pretty decent model regardless of which way
you choose to build it. Things have changod over the years though
and a few of the old parts would be replaced with more detailed new
parts or with different ones all together.

I decided that the truck would look great with a Ford 289 engine
froma '65 Shelby GT350 stuffed under the hood. This would replace
the Frontenacengine that came in the kit. The rear end in the kit also
needed to be updated, replacing the old "T" rear end with a Corvette
unit. | wanted a fairly clean and modern look with a few nods to
traditional hot redding, so new wheels were in order as was a slight
rake to the ride height of the rig. This meant using a dropped axle
front end, a unit that moves the axle spindies upwards and thus
lowers the front end. :

Other detailing items that would be added inciuded a really nice
rosewood steering wheel, new instruments in a reworked dash-
board, new floor pedals, gearshift lever and reworked seat.

Items such as the hose tray with the molded in hose would be
replaced with home build units using separate components for
added realism. While the overall model wasn't bad, the mounting
points for equipment such as the fire axe and lanterns were nothing
more than plastic pegs. Those would be replaced as well with more
realistic brackets. This type of fire truck was known as a chemical
pumper which meant it was basically a big soda acid fire extin-
guisher on wheels. The chemical tank, which sits under the hose
tray, would be finished off in a nice copper foil.

To properly set this off, ] wanted to finish the truck in a color that
would set all these features off without looking totally unrealistic.
While a nice candy red seemed the obvious choice, the new Testor's
Colors by Boyd line had a neat metallic yellow called Aluma Yellow
Pear]that had enoughofa lime yellow quality toit to make it look real
and funky.

Construction begins

The engine swap however kicked the chocks out from under the
wheels of this projectand started one of the wilder rollercoaster rides
I'veever been on. Withalittle trimming of the striped area shownin
photo #1, the floor pan was able to accommodate the bigger V-8
engine very neatly. The Cobra engine then looked pretty good
between the fenders, but didn't fair well in the kit chassis. The

Photo #1
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PRECISION MGDEL PRODUCTS

- MODEL CAR BUILDING ACCESSORIES -

DETAIL MASTER is your onc stop source for
the detailing supplics that model car builders demand.
We have the products that can help make your model
cars more realistic.  Look to DETAIL MASTER for:

* Engine Wire and toses

* Braided Line and Fittings

* Velour Flocking

* Photo-Etched Accessorics

* Machined Aluminum Accessories

* Polishing and Finishing Supplics

* VANTAGL POINT Photo-relerence Guides

For a FREE Catalog, Call or Write:

DETAIL MASTER Dept. IPMS
P.O. Box 1465
Sterling, VA 20167 (703)-450-2069

LOOKING FOR THE RIGHT
HOBBY SHOP?

Find it the right way with the
IPMS Hobby Shop Directory

The official IPMS Hobby Shop Directory lists approximately 175
hobby shops nation wide, recommended by fellow IPMS
members. Valuable, timesaving information such as location
and phone number is listed for each store -- and there's a helpful
code that provides info on inventory and special services.

Provided as a special service to IPMS membaers only,
you can get the Hobby Shop Directory FREE by
sending a large self addressed envelope along with
two logse 29¢ postage stamps to:

IPMS Hobby Shop Directory
¢/o Walt Fink

8804 Bull Run Trail
Woodstock, IL 60098-7784
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Photo #2

Corvette rear didn't either and made the simple ladder type chassis
look anemic. In fact, it underscored what a little runt of a truck this
was. While my mind was already screaming "Sow's ear, Sow'sear...",
Itried finding a workable solution to the problem. I was robbing the
Corvette rear end from a Monogram '37 Ford Hot Rod kit, so |
decided to seeif I could use the chassis too. (Then again, I could have
just built this '37 hot rod straight out of the box, but that would have
made too much sense and been too easy.) The only problem is that
the '37 chassis required some serious cutting in order to make it fit.
(See pboto #2.) I started by removing the rear section immediately
behind the rearend support. The chassis length was shortened
further still by cutting a section of the frame from the middle and
splicing the two parts back together again. This "crew cut” version
of the '37 chassis fit fairly well under the floor pan, but require a few
more adjustments. The frame height over the rear axle was reduced
to get the rear end to sit a little lower. I then realized | had to move
the engine mounts back about 1/2 inch, so I lopped them off the
chassis. Then I realized that in moving them backwards, the chassis
widened enough that the mounts needed to be attached to the frame
with additional stand-offs so they could reach theengine. A piece of
evergreen strip plastic on each side solved that problem as shownin
photo #3. I then had to move the transmission support crossmember

< \\

Photo #3

forward 3/16ths of an inch in order to get the new motor to fit right.
Photo #4 shows the roughed out chassis with all the changes com-
pared to a ‘37 chassis straight out of the Monogram box.

The Cobra engine was a fun little exercise in detailing. After
assembling the basic engineblock from the Monogram '65 Shelby GT
350 kit and cleaning up all the seam lines, [ painted the entire unit
with flat white paint asa primer. When this was dry, [ airburshed on
afew coatsofthe Boyd's Aluma Yellow Pearl. Yes, | know theengine
is supposed to be Ford Blue, but the engine won't fit under the hood

January/February 1995

16

Photo #4

of the truck, carb, air cleaner and all. With it exposed all the time, it
would look better painted the same color as the body.

When the yellow was dry, | painted the transmission housing with
Polly S Metaline Pewter. The valve covers and oil pan were painted
with Metaline Aluminun and the intake manifold received a coat of
Metaline Bright Aluminum. [applied a light black wash over the
valve covers, oil pan and transmission to add some highlights and
then applied the dry parts to the engine block.

I drilled the distributor cap with a #78 drill bit in a pin vise, but
used a pin to mark the drilling points first. This kept the drill
centered as I went. Talso drilled these holes at an angle towards the
center of the cap in order to keep the drill bit from breaking through
the sides of the cap. When this was done, the base of the distributor
was painted with Polly S Metaline Pewter and the cap itself was
painted Polly S Desert Tan.

Putting boots on plug wires is easy and adds a tremendous
amount of "wow" power to a model engine. First set a plug wirein
each of the holes in the distributor. I used Detail Masters plug wire
for this, since it comes in a variety of colors. I then find some
matching wire or, as in this case, a colored wire slightly different
fromthe actual plug wire. This contrasting wire has to be a diameter
slightly larger than the plug wire. For this | used some scrap
telephone wire, the kind used to wire phone circuit panels. By rolling
a hobby knife over this phone wire, | was able to cut small pieces of
insulation free and slid this off the copper wire and onto the plug
wire on the motor. With a tiny spot of glue, the boot was held fast in
place and appeared as it does in photo #5.

Islid the plug wire looms in place after dividing the wires between
the right and left banks of the motor and then drilled the holes in the
block for other ends of the plug wires. I then trimmed each wire to
a length just slightly longer than what was nceded to reach each of
the plug holes. Thus prepared to 1nsta11 the plug wires, | then made

Photo #5
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Photo #6

some more boots, slightly longer this time, and slid one on to each of
the plug wires, but did not use any glue. Instead, [ applied a spot of
gluetotheend of each plug wire and inserted each in their respective
holes, oneata time. When doing so, I thensslid thelong plug boot into
place using the tiny amount of excess glue that was around the plug
hole to hold both the boot and wire in place. When this was all dry,
I secured the looms in place with the finished results looking like
those in photo #6.

That took care of most of the tough stuff. In the next installment
we'll finish up this Covert Mission and see what results it will bring.
"Till then keep the glue out from under your fingers!"

A special word of thanks to Pat and Dave Von Almen forallowing
me to pinch-hit for Pat here in the Journal! [PMS

BATTLE OF BRITAIN ENTHUSIASTS

We offer 7-day tours of S.E. England (inc. London
visiting airfields, museums and places connecte
with the people and events of Summer 1940

6-10 people per tour. Country Hotel accommodation
x For brochure please write to:
40+ Bandits Aviation Tours

P.O. Box 174, Royal Tunbridge Wells
x x , Kent TN4 9FA, England ‘i x

OF THE GOLDEN YEARS
Photos, arficies, indepth tech info, plans and 3-views
for Golden Age historians, modelers and replica
builders. Military, Civil, Sport and Racers — it's allhere!
Quarterly 24.00 US. 30.00 Foreign (surface,)
8931 Kittyhawk Av.. Los Angeles. CA 90045 USA

For the Creative Modeler |

52 Pagesof ?lans and 3-4 views, Flying
and statlc models of the propeller
alrplane 1909 o the present.
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#MM Canadian CO]?)I:I?‘S aGuide

The reference for Canadian colours and markings! The Guide
contains an introduction detailing the history and evolution of
post-war Canadian military markings; some 70 actual paint chips
of RCAF, RCN, Canadian Army, and CAF colours; a sampling of
actual Armed Forces finishing drawings to provide some
examples of how and where the various colours were used; and a
section of photographs providing excellent visual examples of
some of the many colour schemes used throughout the period. The
Guide is printed on heavy offset stock and drilled for insertion in a
three-hole binder. Supplies are limited. For several years non IPMS
Canada members have had to pay a premium, but now IPMS USA
members may obtain it at the same price as our own members,
only $20 plus $5 for packing and postage.
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R5CON '95 MRY 5 & 6, 1995
A Modeler's Weekend - for the whole Family!

Top Model Competition! Vendors Galore!

MN Rir Guard Musecum - R-12 Blackbird +++
Planes of Fame €ast - 30+ Flyable Warbirds
€llingson Car Museum - 70+ Classic, Antique & Muscle Cars
American Wings Air Museum - Flyable OV-1 Mohauks

Visit the Mall of Americal 27 Area HobLy Shops!
Win a Ride in a Military Spec. OV-1 Mohawk!

(Subject to weather and ¢jedion seat checkout)

Best Western - Kelly Inn
2705 Annapolis Lane North  Plymouth, MN 55441
612-553-1600

HOSTED By

FOR MORE€
INFORMATION:

JOHN RoOLL
2709 VALE CREST ROAD  CRYSTAL, MN 55422  612-545-6433
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