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Discipleship Tip of the Month
Mark 9:2-4

Now after six days Jesus took Peter, James, and John, and led them up on a high mountain apart
by themselves; and He was transfigured before them. His clothes became shining, exceedingly
white, like snow, such as no launderer on earth can whiten them. And Elijah appeared to them
with Moses, and they were talking with Jesus.
Churches celebrate the Transfiguration of Jesus . It is marked in August in other traditions. It’s a
celebration of the moment that Christ, in the company of Moses and Elijah, literally shined His
glorious divine nature on Peter, James, and John, leaving them dazed and awestruck .
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 2017
February
5
14
14
20

Souper Bowl Sunday for Ashe Really Cares
Valentine’s Day
Secretary Luncheon at Midway Baptist at 12 noon
President’s Day

March

5-12 Week of Prayer & Missions Offering for Annie Armstrong
12
Daylight Savings Time begins (Spring forward)
20
First day of Spring

April

1
6
9
14-16
16
25
27

Baptist Campground open for the season
Executive Committee meets at Riverview Baptist Church 7:00 PM
Palm Sunday
ABA & ARC Offices closed for Easter Break
Easter Sunday
Assoc. VBS Expo at Friendship Baptist Church 6:00 PM
Secretary luncheon at Associational Office at noon

Ashe Baptist Association
February 2017
Bald Mountain
Beaver Creek
Big Flatts
Big Laurel
Blue Ridge
Bristol
Buffalo
Calvary
Christian Unity
Clifton
Cristo el Salvador
Faith Fellowship
Farmers Memorial
Fletcher Memorial
Friendly Grove
Friendship
God’s Will Missionary
Grassy Creek
Happy Trails Cowboy
Healing Springs
Laurel Knob
Liberty Grove
Little Helton
Midway
Mission Home
Mount Olive
New River
North Beaver
Oak Hill
Obids
Old Fields
Orion
Peak Valley
Phoenix
Pilot Mountain
Pine Swamp
Pleasant Home
Pleasant Valley
Riverview
Round Knob
Trinity
Tuckerdale
Wagoner
Warrensville
Welcome Home

OFFICE HOURS: 9:00 AM—4:00 PM, Monday—Friday
Location: 204 Beaver Creek School Rd. West Jefferson, NC
Mailing Address: PO Box 850 Jefferson, NC 28640
Phone: 336-846-5631 Website: www.ashebaptist.org

Preacher David’s Corner

Rev. David Blackburn, Director of Missions

What can the Ashe Baptist Association do for You?
As a Family of Churches we share a common heritage. We care
about one another just as a family does. We work together, play
together, eat together , pray together and most of all worship
together. The association is created by churches and they decide
what makes up the association. Executive Committee Members and Messengers to the
Associational Meetings make up those decisions. Therefore the association is doing what
the churches want it to do. As an association we work with the Baptist State Convention of
NC and the Southern Baptist Convention. Together we pray for needs as they develop both
individually and as a church. The opportunity for training exists from the association as
needed. Things such as Vacation Bible School, Sunday School, Discipleship, Baptist Men
and Baptist Women and the list goes on. Sunday School Material ( Lifeway), Discipleship
Materials, Music, WMU Magazines, Mission Magazines, Baptist Men information,
International Mission Board, North American Mission Board, Home life, SBC Life, Biblical
Recorder, Impacting Lostness through Disciple– Making Material, The Baptist Faith and
Message and lots more material is available for you to take to the church you attend and
USE IT! We also have local Ministry information such as Steve Ashley’s Gaining Ground,
Craig Church and Neal Hatfield’s Uplands Reach information. A Biblical Library is available
with thousands of books and many Cantatas. Come explore the library. It is there for you to
use. A history of the Ashe Baptist Association goes back to 1886 and you can make copies
of history that interest you. The latest DVDs from the Baptist State Convention of NC are
here for us to use as well. Beth Moore Studies, Priscilla Shirer Studies and others are here
to us too! Growing Christians and helping churches are in the fore front at Ashe Baptist
Association. When Churches have need for a pastor it is a great opportunity to work
together. There are times when conflict resolution needs to take place. (Can you imagine
that a church would have a problem?) The association is there to help! Being a pastor to the
pastors and a friend to all folks is very important task and available at Ashe Baptist
Association. Announcing revivals, fundraisers, mission trips, special singing, crusades, all
that is happening in the church you attend, can be advertised on the local radio (WKSK), the
local papers, on the Ashe Baptist Web Site ( www.ashebaptist.org) and in the Ashe Baptist
Newsletter. All this information is but a small amount that is available to you. Use your
association, we are here to help. Give us a call or come by and we will do our best to help
you to grow in the cause of converting folks to Christianity. It is not too late but it is very late!
May we do all we can, together, doing what we cannot do alone.

Your Servant , David
ASSOCIATIONAL / ASHE REALLY CARES STAFF




Mrs. Trish Church, Ministry Assistant, phone: 336-846-5631, email: ashebaptist@yahoo.com
Mrs. Pat Miller, Ashe Really Cares Director, phone: 336-846-5234, email: ashereallycares@yahoo.com
Ms. Mattie Latham & Mrs. Sheila Miller, Ashe Really Cares Assistants, phone: 336-846-5234

Caldwell Hospice in the High
Country:
Companions for the Journey

Ashe Really Cares
336-846-5234

Email: ashereallycares@yahoo.com

Bless the Lord, O my soul. O Lord my God, thou art
very great; thou art clothed with honour and majesty.
Psalm 104:1
We serve a great and mighty God! A God who watches
over us and a God who cares for people. How Blessed we
are to have breath to praise and honor Him. Let us work
together to be laborers for Christ and to magnify Him.
God continues to bless the ARC through you and your
church to be able to meet the needs of hurting people in
our county. Your continued support and prayers mean that
families have food and clothing. Last month we helped
187 families with food which touched 473 individuals.
Counting those who came in to just look at the clothing we
were able to touch about 700 individuals. We also had 4
new families to come in needing assistance. The food
comes in but goes out our doors almost as fast as it comes
in. We are thankful for the deer meat that we received
from Hunters For The Hungry. This helps to stretch our
other meat and get protein to families. Some items that we
are always in need of is: pork n beans, can pinto beans, can
tomatoes, can potatoes and mixed vegetables.
As you know we always participate in Souper Bowl
Sunday which is February 5th. Last year we received over
8,000 items. We have set a goal this year to collect 10,000
items. We will collect the food through out the month of
February (usually due to bad weather) and give a grand
total of items collected at the end of February. Share this
with your church so that you are able to help your church
give items to meet this goal. Items other than soup can be
given and will be counted as soup. This project is very
important to the ARC because this helps us to have
enough soup on hand to last a long time. We appreciate
your support and the sharing of God’s love to others.
We are very thankful to all of our volunteers for the work
that they do to help keep this mission going. They are the
behind the scenes workers that keep us going. We are
looking for some ladies to help sort clothing and some
men to help be the back up people so that our food
continues to be picked up. If you would like to help, come
by the office or call. You will be blessed knowing that you
are helping hurting families in our community.
Thank you for all of your prayers and support that you
give to the ARC. It is a blessing to serve the churches as
they serve others through the love of Jesus!!!
Pat Miller, Director
"Rejoice ye in that day, and leap for joy; for, behold,
your reward is great in heaven."

It’s that time of year again where
Football fans all across the
nation get excited for the Big Game!
More importantly it is the time of year where
we as an Association of Churches come
together as a team to help tackle hunger in
our neighborhoods. Regardless of who your
favorite football team is you can be a part of a
winning team. We are all winners when we are
helping others in the name of Jesus.
We hope you and your church will participate
in Souper Bowl Sunday, February 5th and
gather soup and other canned goods
for Ashe Really Cares.
The goal this year is 10,000 items.
Pat and the rest of the Ashe Really
Cares team will be keeping score of all the
items that are brought in and report a final tally
at the end of February!
So have fun with it: collect, compete and join
the winning team of fighting hunger in Ashe
County.
If you need promotional materials or ideas
give Trish a call at the Associational office or
Pat at Ashe Really Cares for additional
Information.

For almost 35 years, Caldwell Hospice has
helped patients and families face the
end-of-life journey. Families often say that
they wish they had called Caldwell
Hospice sooner, but hospice can be an
uncomfortable subject for those who have
not experienced the benefits of hospice
care. Separating the facts from the
misconceptions will help people
understand the value of hospice care.
Many people mistakenly think that
choosing hospice care for themselves or a
loved one means giving up. In reality,
contacting hospice is a choice that can
lead to greater physical comfort and more
meaningful moments during a serious
illness and near the end of life. Hospice
affirms life and strives for the highest
possible quality when a cure is no longer
an option.
A 2007 study (published in the Journal of
Pain and Symptom Management) that
looked at Medicare
beneficiaries with some of the most common diagnoses leading to death, found
that patients who received hospice
services lived, on average, 29 days longer
than those who did not receive hospice
care. Caldwell Hospice in the High
Country supports living one’s life to the
fullest with dignity regardless of how
much time remains.
To learn more about the benefits of
hospice and palliative care, please contact
Chaplain Roger Newton at 828.754.0101,
1.844.MY.JOURNEY, or
rnewton@caldwellhospice.org.
Caldwell Hospice is the only not-for-profit
hospice care provider located in the High
Country. Ask for the care you deserve. Ask
for Caldwell Hospice in the High Country.

February is
True Love Waits
Emphasis Month †

We would love to share your church events, new ministries
or other church happenings in the next newsletter.
 The deadline for submitting articles is the 20th of each
month.
 We email all announcements we receive to the Jefferson
Post & Mountain Times by 12:00 noon each Tuesday.
 We announce on the radio (WKSK, 580AM) with the Ashe
Baptist Associational News every Saturday morning at 9:10.
 We also post announcements on the Ashe Baptist website at
www.ashebaptist.org
You may call or fax us your church announcements to
846-5631 or email them to domdblackburn@gmail.com or
ashebaptist@yahoo.com

~ February Birthdays ~
2—Mr. Larry Branch
18—Mrs. Sami Ashley
19—Rev. Barry Shew
27—Rev. Ken Furches

~ FebruaryWedding Anniversaries~
12—Rev. & Mrs. Wade Huntsinger
14—Rev. & Mrs. Keith Elledge

Mrs. Connie Winebarger of the Pilot Mountain
Baptist Church has been selected as the 2017
Komen Face of Breast Cancer for Watauga
County. Connie celebrates 3 years of being
cancer-free this month. Connie is involved with
the Komen of Northwest NC to help other
women become more aware of the importance
of mammograms and breast health. She would
like to share with the churches how they can be
a part of educating the women in the pews with
a worship service called Worship In Pink.
The program called Worship in Pink is to spread
awareness in area churches. They do NOT ask
the churches for money - they just want to
provide information on cancer screenings and
breast health any time of year. Komen has
worship in pink education materials that the
individual churches can give out on their own or
someone from Komen can come talk to
women's groups and hand out the packets.
If you would like more information you may
contact Connie at 828.264.5293 or go the
website at http://komennorthwestnc.org/

DOM David &
Linda Blackburn
send special thanks
to Fletcher
Memorial Baptist
Church, Welcome
Home Baptist
Church, Phoenix
Baptist Church, Healing Springs Baptist Church,
Calvary Baptist Church, Bristol
Baptist Church Ladies Circle, Warrensville
Baptist Church, Liberty Grove Baptist Church,
Old Fields Baptist Church, Orion Baptist Church,
Friendship Baptist Church WMU, and Round
Knob Baptist Church for your Christmas gifts to
them. They truly appreciate you thinking of them
at this special time of year.

Please remember our
Churches without pastors
Big Flatts Baptist Church
 Cristo el Salvador (Hispanic Baptist )
 Christian Unity Baptist Church
 Buffalo Baptist Church
 Mission Home Baptist Church


IN MEMORY
Liberty Grove Baptist Church
welcomes
Rev. Toby D. Oliver
Toby, his wife Hailey and their
children Grant (14 yrs. old) & Payton (9 yrs.
old) reside in Boone, NC.
They previously served the Brushy Fork
Baptist & Oak Grove Baptist Churches in the
Three Forks Association.

AMPHITHEATHER DESTROYED
Chairman of the Camp Ground Committee, Rev.
Russell Hart sent us a few pictures of the fire as it
relates to the Ashe Baptist Campground. The
Amphitheater was totally destroyed but the walk
way was not! We can be rebuild this facility. The
Mattie Parsons Building was spared as was the
Prayer Garden. Thanks be to God for protecting
this Campground. If you are interested in helping
to rebuild the amphitheater or to do a workday of
cleanup at the campground please give Trish a
call at the office at 336.846-5631. The
campground opens for the season April 1st.

~ SPECIAL THANKS ~

Thank you -- to all the firefighters and folks who
aided them in getting the wild fires under control.

We welcome Pastor Toby and his family to
the Ashe Baptist Association and look
forward to working with them and the
Liberty Grove Baptist Church.

~~~~~~~~~~~~
John Stile, a friend of
Ashe Baptist Association,
donated a memorial
rock to the Baptist
Campground. The
Memorial Rock is placed
in memory of his
beloved wife, Sharon
Stile.
Thank you John for this
beautiful gift.

Mrs. Judy Bare & Mrs.
Mary Alice Witherspoon
presented Rev. David
Blackburn with a $500
check from Farm Bureau
of Ashe County for the
Ashe County Children’s
Christmas Project.
Thank you Farm Bureau
and all the Agencies,
Churches & Individuals
for your
support of the Ashe
County Children's
Christmas Project.

Highlights of the January Executive Committee Meeting

The Executive Committee of the Ashe Baptist Association met at Bald Mountain Baptist Church on January
5th for the quarterly meeting. Rev. Chris Gambill, Ph.D, spoke as a representative for the Center for
Congregational Health / Faith Health NC. In addition to Dr. Gambill reports were given from the DOM, ARC
Director, & ABA Treasurer. Thank you Bald Mountain Baptist Church for hosting and to all the Pastors &
Representatives for attending.

Pastor Lawrence Goodman, Dr. Chris
Gambill and his daughter.

Dear Pastors, Lay Leaders and Christ Followers,
Do you know someone caught in the bondage of drugs or other “life-controlling
addictions”? Drug addiction and other life-destroying habits has become an
epidemic in our time and it is no respecter of persons as it reaches across every social
class and financial standing. There are many who truly wish to break free but cannot
do it on their own. Perhaps you know someone who has tried but after a time they fall back
into the addiction cycle.
Addiction is a disease and the addict cannot find freedom without help. Teen Challenge is the answer to
the drug epidemic in our time. Their 12 month program is to introduce the addict to the Person of Jesus Christ,
for only in that relationship with Jesus will they ever find deliverance from their addictions. Teen Challenge
began in 1958 and is now an internationally recognized program that reports an unprecedented success rate. Do
not be fooled by the name “Teen Challenge.” It is a 12 month, Christian, residential, discipleship program for
both men and women (18-50 years) who have drug, alcohol and other life controlling addictions. Too many
times this ends with suicide and, at best, leaves the wounds of broken relationships, distrust and a lack of
opportunities to rise out of the ashes of addiction and live as a successful contributor to society.
Maybe someone you know is ready to make the sacrifices and life changes necessary to be free of his or her
“life-controlling addiction”, but cannot afford to attend such a program. There is a partnership that may be able
to help. This partnership is funded by Ashe County churches or brothers and sisters in Christ who have lived the
heartbreak of watching a loved one fall prey to addiction and then have experienced the miracle that only God can
do and as He uses Teen Challenge to do it. Our experience has been with the Chattanooga Teen Challenge
which treats adults 18+. The Chattanooga Teen Challenge has been operating for 38 years. If you know of
someone who 1) needs the help of this scholarship or 2) would like to contribute to the scholarship fund, please
contact the numbers below. Teen Challenge is a member of EFCA, Evangelical Council for Financial
Accountability. This ministry ascribes to the highest level of integrity and accountability and commits to being
faithful stewards of funds entrusted to them.
Terry and Judi Morton
For more details, please contact: Terry Morton 919 302-5058 or Judi Morton 919 961-3144

Dr. Gambill shares his passion for
FaithHealthNC

Moderator Jerry Powers keeps the meeting Mr. Bill Carter of Tuckerdale Baptist
lead the congregation in a hymn.
moving smoothly.

Pastor Lawrence Goodman shares a
devotion with the congregation

Rev. Michael Carter, Pastor Larry Powers & Mr.
Ed Reed making a joyful noise

Something had Pastor Derrick Hodges
of Mt.Olive Baptist Church laughing!

Pastors Rick Miller, Steve LeaShomb & Russell Hart along with Dr. Gambill
his daughter & Mrs. Linda Blackburn singing in the congregation.

Friendship Baptist Church held their Annual Sportsmen’s Banquet—January 21st.

Guest speaker was Brandon Steele, former Penn State football player. Calvary Reflections provided the
special singing. A great evening with about 200 in attendance, 6 folks gave their lives to Christ!
Enjoyed a delicious meal with wide variety of wild game. Lots of fun with door prizes and give aways.

“Start Out The NEW Year With Faith Health NC of Ashe”
FaithHealthNC helps ease the journey to health and healing for people and the communities in
which they live by connecting the caring strengths of congregations, the clinical expertise of
providers and a network of community resources.
Join with FaithHealthNC to improve the health of North Carolina’s citizens. Potential volunteers,
clergy or lay leaders of congregations, health care providers or community organizations wanting
to learn more about FaithHealthNC can call 336-846-5631 Diane Dixon, Ashe Connector

Special Announcement

Ladies that have lost a spouse or loved one and need encouragement or a
friend, we have a great group for you to join! We do not want you to be alone
for Valentine’s Day. So, our next meeting will be February 14, 2017. Location
to be announced. If you are interested please contact Diane Dixon or if your
church would like to help sponsor the event contact as well.
Hope to see you there for a time of fun and food!
Guest speaker Brandon Steele posing with a
grizzly he hunted.

Calvary Reflections provided the special
singing.

Just one of the mounted game that
was on display.

The Shofar is one of the oldest musical and tactical instruments known to man.

ASSOCIATION MINUTE BOOKS ARE READY

Your Associational Minute books are ready for you to
pick up at the Association Office. If you did not
order any we have a few extra so give us a call and
we will hold some for you.
The cost of the books remain at $5.00 per book.
A special thanks to Linda Richardson of the
Warrensville Baptist Church
for helping to collate the books!

Orion Baptist Church

is pleased to announce
Rev. Steven Allen
As their new pastor.
Steven, his wife Monica and their 2 children live
in the Creston community.
We look forward to working with the Allen
family as they serve the Orion Baptist Church.

Israelites utilized it in worship and warfare. Silver shofars (trumpets) were sounded by the priests to assemble or
direct the tribes in the wilderness, as well as worship. Like the bugle, common uses of the Ram’s horn included
directives for daily activities. An alarm when the enemy was sighted, battle commands, as well as to announce
shalom. The shofar is more and more being blown in corporate worship during feasts and festivals to announce
the beginning and end of Shabbat and privately.
It is my desire to blow the Shofar for Shalom throughout strategic places in Ashe County. The verse from my
Bible Application earlier this week was no doubt providential: “Shalom, I leave you, My shalom I give to you.
Not as the world gives, give I to you. Do not let your heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid.” John 14:27
The word Shalom comes from the Hebrew language and is commonly translated “peace.” It is universally used
in a colloquial senxe to express greetings or farewells. In its variant forms shalom is found in business and legal
terminology, personal, and place names, and a myriad of other concepts. “Shalom is a positive quality, not just
the absence of war.” My observation is that shalom is an all-encompassing desire.
Messiah was prophetically called Star (Prince of) Shalom (Isaiah 9:6). In Jeremiah 29: 7-13 is recorded both a
daily imperative and a Divine promise: We are to diligently seek and pray for shalom of the community where
we live; when we do this the promise of Abba Father is, “I will be found of you…”
It is not my desire to act independently of church, government, community, business leaders, or individuals, but
rather to join with others to both identify and reestablish the original purpose for Ashe County. Permission has
been granted to blow shofar in government and municipal facilities.
My immediate goal is to blow Shofar and declare Sar Shalom wherever there is liberty, and perhaps where there
is not; Hopefully in the near future others will be encouraged to “sound alarm” in our community; As a
missionary once said, “My long range goal is to work myself out of a job.”
There has been opposition...no doubt more will come. If you would like
for me to give a short presentation and blow the Shofar at he church
you attend contact me.
Shalom,
Yours in Messiah
David Marsh
142-B Smith Dixon Road Crumpler, NC 28617
H: 336-982-2020
C: 828-773-4400 (leave a message)

For more information
Estate Planning call the
Baptist Foundation at
919-380-7334
You know the Baptist
Foundation offers college
scholarship too!
Visit:
www.ncbaptistfoundation.org
To see the services they
provide for you!

