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A NOTE FROM PASTOR JIM
“What does this mean?” Are those words familiar to you? I bet they are, but if not, they ought to be. This
question is asked by Martin Luther no fewer than 37 times in his Small Catechism. I mention this for several
reasons.
First of all, as I write this, we were approaching reformation Sunday which commemorates the beginning of the Reformation. We celebrated the posting of the 95 Theses written by Luther in 1517. This was a
tremendously important historical event. It set into motion a debate within the Christian Church (at least in
Western Europe) which is still ongoing. A huge step toward reconciling differences came about 1999 with
the issuing of the Joint Declaration on the Doctrine of Justification by the Lutheran World Federation and the
Vatican. However, we are still separated from the Roman Catholic Church in a number of ways.
Discussions between representatives of those two bodies continue on a national and international
level. I try to stay abreast of these discussions because I have two mentors who participate in them. On November 7 the Metro NY Synod and the Archdiocese of New York are presenting a forum led by Eero
Huovinen, the Lutheran Bishop Emeritus of Helsinki, Finland and Roman Catholic Bishop Christopher
Kenney of England. They will be presenting the latest developments in these talks which are meant to bring
the two churches closer together. I will be in attendance.
“What does this mean?” This is the question most often raised in their deliberations. As they two
sides search for common ground between them, they try to understand how they each understand basic theological doctrines. They search for common ground by trying to understand how each side understands concepts like grace, faith, and justification, divine inspiration, the sacraments, and the priesthood. The goal is to
come closer and closer together, and there is reason for us to hope that this will one day be achieved. The motivation of course is contained in the message of that well-known hymn, “The Church’s One Foundation is
Jesus Christ Our Lord”
I recently officiated at my first wedding. I worked with the young couple over the period of a year to
help them understand what it means to be married in the church. In my sermon at the wedding ceremony I
spoke about what it means to have the understanding that God is present in a marriage and that God blesses a
marriage.
I have had the joy of baptizing two infants here in the Parish, and again, it was important for me to
speak with the families about “what does this mean?”. And of course, I have presided over several funerals
and burials. I have spent many hours speaking with families, offering the comfort and consolation of Jesus’
promise of eternal life for those who believe in Him. Not everyone gets married. Not everyone has children
to be baptized. But everyone, sooner or later, faces the death of a loved one, and will also face the end of
their own days on this earth.
“What does this mean?” I think it is very important to think theologically---to think about where God
is in our lives, in the lives of those we meet, and in the events of the world. We are hosting an event at St.
Paul’s Parish Hall on Saturday, November 10 from 9:30 until 3 on this very question: “What does this
mean?” It is a retreat led by Rev. Jonathan Linman who is Bishop Assistant in charge of faith and formation
for the Metro NY Synod. We will be using Luther’s Small Catechism as a vehicle to stimulate conversation
about our faith in 2018. There will be participants (clergy and lay) from all of the Lutheran congregations that
make up the Hudson Conference and it promises to be very rewarding. I hope to see you there.
In Christ, Pastor Jim
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Please Note: Our Food Program is available to assist local families on a temporary basis. At this
time we are able to take on another 1 or 2 families, depending on the size. Deliveries are available if needed. The items we generally have available are meat, pizza, bread, bread products &,
in season, fresh produce.
All information is confidential being shared only with Pastor and the volunteers involved.
Should you know of a local family who could benefit from this service, please pass their information on to Pastor Jim or Bonnie Reyero.
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A MESSAGE FROM ST. PAUL’S
Greetings,
As we approach the end of a very busy year at the LPND and St. Paul's and reflect on the past year, first and foremost we continued to proclaim the Good News of Christ's saving grace in Word and deed and came together in
many ways, as The Body of Christ evident in our respective communities, which will be documented in the upcoming annual reports. Now however I would ask you to consider ways to use our God given gifts and talents to
continue to manifest the presence of Christ in our Parish and beyond. With a willing attitude toward loving service
there are many opportunities available that will match our many God given talents. I would urge prayer as and aid
to discern how your individual gifts will best be of service. Please contact Pastor Jim or any current council members with any questions as to how we may facilitate your desire to serve.
Yours in Christ,
Stephen Bucala
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