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FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Statement of Welcome 

We, the community of First Lutheran Church of Bothell, proclaim the message 
that the grace of our Lord is infinitely inclusive and that everyone is welcome. 
We believe that Christ calls us to reconciliation and wholeness in a world of 
alienation and brokenness.  

As a Reconciling in Christ congregation and as disciples of Christ seeking 
justice and reconciliation among all peoples, we at First Lutheran Church 
welcome all into the fullness of God’s love. We welcome everyone, without 
exception and regardless of sex, race, ethnicity, sexual orientation, gender 
identity, physical and mental ability, age, or station in life. We recognize 
that each person is a unique creation of God, and through grace, a child of 
God.  

All are welcome at First Lutheran.  

All are welcome to worship, to hear the Good News, to receive the 
sacraments, and to share in fellowship and service. As members of First 
Lutheran Church, we pledge ourselves and our congregation to exercise our 
faith in Christ, treasuring one another’s similarities while embracing our God-
given differences. We pledge that we will strive to live as a reconciling 
people, in our life together and in our outreach to the world. 
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Celebration of the Life  
and Resurrection of 
Darlene Carol Zrust 

March 4, 2023 

PRELUDE 

GATHERING 

WELCOME  

INTRODUCTION 
Welcome in the name of Jesus, the Savior of the world. We are gathered to 
worship, to proclaim Christ crucified and risen, to remember before God our 
Sister Darlene, to give thanks for her life, to commend her to our merciful 
redeemer, and to comfort one another in our grief. 

GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 

GATHERING HYMN: O God, Our Help in Ages Past (ELW 632) 
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THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 
All who are baptized into Christ have put on Christ. In her baptism, Darlene 
was clothed with Christ. In the day of Christ's coming, she shall be clothed 
with glory. 
To you, O blessed Trinity, be glory and honor, forever and ever. 
Amen. 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray. 
O God of grace and glory, we remember before you today our Sister Darlene. 
We thank you for giving her to us to know and to love as a companion in our 
pilgrimage on earth. In your boundless compassion, console us who mourn. 
Give us faith to see that death has been swallowed up in the victory of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, so that we may live in confidence and hope until, by your 
call, we are gathered to our heavenly home in the company of all your saints; 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 

TIME OF REMEMBRANCE: We take time to tell Darlene’s story as we know it. 
Storytelling is one of the most important things we do, it helps us share what 
is important to us. 
Alana Foster 

WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

WELCOMING THE WORD: Beautiful Savior (ELW 838) 
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FIRST READING: Ecclesiastes 3:1-15 
1For everything there is a season, and a time for every matter under heaven: 
 2a time to be born, and a time to die; 
 a time to plant, and a time to pluck up what is planted; 
 3a time to kill, and a time to heal; 
 a time to break down, and a time to build up; 
 4a time to weep, and a time to laugh; 
 a time to mourn, and a time to dance; 
 5a time to throw away stones, and a time to gather stones together; 
 a time to embrace, and a time to refrain from embracing; 
 6a time to seek, and a time to lose; 
 a time to keep, and a time to throw away; 
 7a time to tear, and a time to sew; 
 a time to keep silence, and a time to speak; 
 8a time to love, and a time to hate; 
 a time for war, and a time for peace. 
9What gain have the workers from their toil? 10I have seen the business that God 
has given to everyone to be busy with. 11He has made everything suitable for its 
time; moreover he has put a sense of past and future into their minds, yet they 
cannot find out what God has done from the beginning to the end. 12I know that 
there is nothing better for them than to be happy and enjoy themselves as long as 
they live; 13moreover, it is God's gift that all should eat and drink and take 
pleasure in all their toil. 14I know that whatever God does endures forever; 
nothing can be added to it, nor anything taken from it; God has done this, so that 
all should stand in awe before him. 15That which is, already has been; that which 
is to be, already is; and God seeks out what has gone by. 

Word of God, 
Word of life. 
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PSALM: 23 
 1The LORD is my shepherd, I shall not want. 
 2He makes me lie down in green pastures; 
 he leads me beside still waters; 
 3he restores my soul. 
 He leads me in right paths 
 for his name's sake. 
 4Even though I walk through the darkest valley, 
 I fear no evil; 
 for you are with me; 
 your rod and your staff —  
 they comfort me. 
 5You prepare a table before me 
 in the presence of my enemies; 
 you anoint my head with oil; 
 my cup overflows. 
 6Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me 
 all the days of my life, 
 and I shall dwell in the house of the LORD 
 my whole life long. 

Word of God, 
Word of life. 

GOSPEL READING: John 14:1-7 
1Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God, believe also in me. 2In my 
Father's house there are many dwelling places. If it were not so, would I have 
told you that I go to prepare a place for you? 3And if I go and prepare a place 
for you, I will come again and will take you to myself, so that where I am, 
there you may be also. 4And you know the way to the place where I am going." 
5Thomas said to him, "Lord, we do not know where you are going. How can we 
know the way?" 6Jesus said to him, "I am the way, and the truth, and the life. 
No one comes to the Father except through me. 7If you know me, you will 
know my Father also. From now on you do know him and have seen him." 

Word of God, 
Word of life. 

SERMON 
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HYMN OF THE DAY: Children of the Heavenly Father (ELW 781) 

APOSTLES' CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Let us pray. 
Almighty God, in holy baptism you have knit your chosen people together into 
one communion of saints in the body of Christ. Give to your whole church in 
heaven and on earth your light and your peace. God of mercy, 
hear our prayer. 

Grant that all who have been baptized into Christ’s death and resurrection 
may die to sin and rise to share the new life in Christ. God of mercy, 
hear our prayer. 

Give courage and faith to all who mourn, and a sure and certain hope in your 
loving care, that, casting all their sorrow on you, they may have strength for 
the days ahead. God of mercy, 
hear our prayer. 

Grant to us who are still in our pilgrimage, and who walk as yet by faith, that, 
where this world groans in grief and pain, your Holy Spirit may lead us to bear 
witness to your light and life. God of mercy, 
hear our prayer. 

Help us, in the midst of things we cannot understand, to believe and trust in 
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, and the resurrection to life 
everlasting. God of mercy, 
hear our prayer. 

God of all grace, we give you thanks because by his death our Savior Jesus 
Christ destroyed the power of death and by his resurrection he opened the 
kingdom of heaven to all believers. Make us certain that because he lives we 
shall live also, and that neither death nor life, nor things present nor things to 
come, will be able to separate us from your love in Christ Jesus our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 

LORD'S PRAYER (Albert H. Melotte) 
Alexia Payne, Violin; Lucy Kay Osborne, Piano 

COMMENDATION 
Let us commend Darlene to the mercy of God, our maker and redeemer. 

Silence for reflection. 

Into your hands, O merciful Savior, we commend your servant Darlene. 
Acknowledge, we humbly beseech you, a sheep of your own fold, a lamb of 
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Assisting with Today’s Service: 

Presiding Pastor: Rev. Tor K. Berg  

Organ / Piano: Lucy Kay Osborne 

Violin: Alexia Payne 

Funeral Coordinator: Donna Hillard 

Sound Tech: Ann Bormann 

Camera Tech:  David Osborne 

Reception Coordinator:                             Nora Strothman 

Memorials may be made in Darlene’s name to: 
Swedish Cancer Institute (http://give.swedishfoundation.org/cancer) or to 

First Lutheran Church Endowment Fund  

your own flock, a sinner of your own redeeming. Receive her into the arms of 
your mercy, into the blessed rest of everlasting peace, and into the glorious 
company of the saints in light. 
Amen. 

BLESSING 
May the silence of the hills,  
the joy of the winds,  
the peace of the fields,  
the music of the birds,  
the fire of the sun,  
the strength of the trees,  
and the faith of a little child,  
in all of which is God,  
go with you and be with you today and always.  
Amen  
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CLOSING HYMN: Abide with Me (ELW 629) 

POSTLUDE: 
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Darlene Carol Zrust 

Darlene C. Zrust, 89, of Lynnwood, 
WA died peacefully on December 24, 
2022, with family by her side.  

Darlene was born in Meeker County, 
MN to John and Edith Jordin.  One of 
three daughters, Darlene grew up on 
the family farm and graduated from 
Litchfield High School. She met the 
love of her life, Daryle Zrust, in 
Cosmos.  They married in 1955 and 
had three daughters.  In 1973, Daryle 
and Darlene moved their family to 
Lynnwood from Minnesota.  Darlene 
worked as a legal secretary for most of her career, while maintaining their 
home and raising the girls.     

Darlene and Daryle were lifelong Lutherans and were members of Prince of 
Peace Lutheran Church and then Trinity Lutheran Church after moving out 
west.  Darlene enjoyed spending time with her family, especially her 
grandchildren and made many precious memories with multi-generational 

family getaways.  She kept an immaculate 
home, was especially fond of decorating for 
the holidays and hosted many delicious 
holiday dinners.  Darlene cared for Daryle 
until his death in 2021 and enjoyed the 
friends she met at their home at Quail Park. 

Darlene is survived by her daughters Deb, 
Dawn and Andrea, son-in-law Jess, 
grandchildren Chris and Melissa, Nick, Alana, 
Bay, Brooke, Beck and Bryn, great grandson 
Colin, sister Cleone as well as loving 
extended family and friends. 

In addition to Daryle, she was predeceased by 
her parents and sister Lavonne, her mother 
and father-in-law, and sons-in-law Bruce and 
Del.  We are grateful for the care Darlene 
received from Swedish Cancer Institute 
Edmonds and First Hill.   
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