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Introduction 
 
This plan, Five Year Community Recreation Plan, 2012-2016, Casco Township, recommended 
by the Casco Township Parks and Recreation Committee, and adopted by the Casco Township 
Board, replaces the document titled, Casco Township Recreation Plan: 2007-2011. This plan is 
included by reference in the new Casco Township Master Plan Update, 2012.  This statement of 
reference is included below: 
 
 
 PUBLIC PARKS & RECREATION PLANNING  
 Casco Township has a Parks & Recreation Advisory Committee under the Township 

Board. The purpose of the Committee is to develop parks and recreation, to advise the 
Board on parks & recreation and to draft and maintain a five-year parks & recreation 
plan for the Township. The plan was developed for the period 2006-2011 and an 
updated plan is being developed to cover the period 2012-2016. Casco Township’s 
Master Plan hereby includes by reference the Casco Five-Year Parks & Recreation 
Plan, and any future plans. 

 
 
This development of this Five Year Community Recreation Plan document included public 
involvement and comment through the citizen advisory Parks and Recreation Commission, a 
public open house, a public stakeholders workshop, public comment during Parks and 
Recreation Committee meetings, a thirty-day public comment period, and a formal public 
hearing with the Township Board. 
 
The plan document includes sections for a Community Description, an Administrative Section, 
Park Inventory, an Action Plan, and a description of the overall planning process in the Planning 
Section.   
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Community Description Section 
The Community Description Section of the plan provides an overview of the size, culture, and 
general geographic characteristics of the community. This information provides a basic overview 
of the community which the plan will serve. 
 
Plan Jurisdiction 
This planning document was developed to provide a Five Year Community Recreation Plan for 
Casco Township located in Allegan County, Michigan.  The plan is developed to plan for parks 
and recreation needs within Casco Township and is adopted by the Casco Township Board.   
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Regional Description for Casco Township 
This Regional Description is as quoted from the Casco Township Master Plan: 
 
 “Casco is a blend of a strong rural/agricultural community and seasonal vacation and 

retirement housing along the bluffs and beaches of Lake Michigan. Although it has two 
major branches of the Black River and several small lakes, the Township’s seasonal 
housing is almost entirely on Lake Michigan. The remaining 70% of the households are 
located in small clusters on the west side of I-196 and scattered in the larger rural and 
agricultural section of the Township, east of the freeway.  

  
 Regionally, the township is located in southwest Allegan County within a relatively rural 

corner of Michigan. The City of South Haven is immediately south of Casco Township on 
Lake Michigan. South Haven, which has a permanent population of 4,400, provides 
public services of water supply and sanitary sewers to parts of Casco Township. The 
county seat is located in the City of Allegan, which is located 20 miles to the east. The 
closest urban centers serving  Casco Township are the City of Holland, approximately 
20 miles to the north, St. Joseph/Benton Harbor, 26 miles southwest; Kalamazoo, which 
is 45 miles east; and Grand Rapids, 59 miles northeast.  

 
 The I-196/US-31 freeway follows the coastline along Lake Michigan throughout its north-

south corridor in the township. There are two interchanges in Casco Township; one in 
the north at 109th Avenue and one in the south at North Shore Drive. There is no other 
State or Federal highway in the township. County primary roads include Blue Star 
Memorial Highway, 66th Street, 109th Avenue, 102nd Avenue and North Shore 
Drive/103rd Avenue.” 

 
 
Brief History 
This Brief History is as quoted from the Township Master Plan: 
 
 “Michigan’s archaeological record of history generally starts after the glaciers receded 

about 12,000 years ago. That is also thought to be shortly after human habitation started 
to move east on the North American continent. Mound Builders (the mounds were 
graves) were probably the first Indians in Allegan County until the Ottawa, Miami and 
Potawatomi Indians arrived either permanently or seasonally by the 1600's.  

 
 Father Marquette may have visited somewhere on the Allegan County shoreline in 1675, 

but the first permanent settlers moved here, cleared the dense forest and engaged in 
agriculture in about 1830. The Pokagon Indians were neighbors with the new white 
settlers and remained active and friendly through the turn of the century. Logging, 
followed by farming, then removed most of the deciduous and conifer forests for lumber 
by 1900. Fruit production started in the 1880's and then increased in importance after 
the forests were harvested. Fruit production remains, but has declined with the loss of 
processors.  

 
 At the turn of the century the Lake Michigan shoreline began to witness development of 

seasonal homes, many of them for Chicago area people. This seasonal housing 
development and the farming business have remained the mainstay of Casco Township, 
but many orchards became blueberry producers and field crops became more common. 
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Although there are about 1,800 residences in Casco Township, many of their occupants 
are employed nearby in South Haven or the Palisades Nuclear Power Plant.  

 
 Even now, most tourism businesses, industry and commercial activities are located near 

the southern border of Casco Township in or near the City of South Haven. The 
construction of the I-196/US-31 freeway in the 1960's and 1970's near Casco’s western 
border has not resulted in significant development in the township.  

 
 The community remains primarily agricultural and forested east of the Blue Star 

Memorial Highway with seasonal residences west of the highway to Lake Michigan. 
Residential development has been slow, but consistent, and continues to make Casco 
more of a rural residential community. 

 
 
Demographic Profile 
After nearly a century of population growth that peaked at 3,019 in 2000, Casco Township has 
experienced a small decline over the past decade.  Data from the 2010 census indicates a 
current population of 2,823, a six percent decline since 2000.  Please refer to Appendix A for a 
complete demographic profile of the Township based on both the 2000 and 2010 census data.  
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Administrative Section  
 
The Administrative Section of the plan provides an overview of the governmental structure that 
provides, maintains, and administers parks and recreation facilities and activities for the 
Township. 
 
Governmental Structure 
Casco Township is governed by a Township Board comprised of five elected board members 
which include the Township Supervisor, Township Clerk, Township Treasurer, and two 
Trustees. All of the positions are elected at-large by the Township residents. The Township 
Supervisor chairs the Township Board. The Township Board generally meets once a month on 
the third Monday of each month and additional meetings as required to conduct the business of 
the Township. 
 
Casco Township Parks and Recreation Committee 
In 2010, the Casco Township Board formally approved restructuring the Casco Township Parks 
and Recreation Committee, which had been originally established several years before this 
date.  Created by Casco Township Board resolution, the seven member Committee serves in an 
advisory function to the Casco Township Board under established by-laws. The Committee is 
very active and meets monthly, generally on the second Tuesday of each month.  The Chair of 
the Committee attends the monthly Casco Township Board meeting to provide updates and 
recommendations to the Casco Township Board.  The Township Board refers recreation related 
items to the Casco Township Parks and Recreation Committee for discussion and for 
recommendation back to the Casco Township Board. 
 
Township Staff 
The Township functions with limited staff resources.  All staff are part-time and positions include 
the Supervisor, Clerk, Deputy Clerk, Treasurer, three Senior Program staff members, a 
cemetery and parks maintenance person, an administrative assistant.  Private consultants 
provide services for Building & Zoning, Assessing, and Parks.  
 
Park Administration 
The operation and maintenance of the Township parks and recreation lands is the responsibility 
of the Township Board.  Day to day operations are coordinated by the Township Supervisor and 
the Township Clerk. A part-time maintenance staff person, who also maintains the cemeteries, 
provides on-site maintenance of the parks.  The Township Board approves all park rules, 
ordinances, operation plans, development plans, property acquisitions, and special events 
within the park properties.  Additional support for park operations and development is through 
the Township contracted parks consultant that provides additional expertise as requested by the 
Board. 
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Organization Chart for Parks and Recreation 
 

 
 
 
 
Parks Ordinance 
In 2011, the Casco Township Parks and Recreation Committee worked through several 
sessions and recommended to the Board a new Parks Ordinance to provide rules for the public 
use of park properties within the Township.  The Ordinance was approved by the Board and a 
copy of the Ordinance is included in the Appendix of this document 
 
Funding for Parks and Recreation 
Funding for parks and recreation is provided by a voter-approved Township millage of .25 mils 
for the acquisition, development, operation, and maintenance of parks and recreation facilities.  
Based on current taxable value, this .25millage results in approximately $45,000 collected for 
parks and recreation, operation and maintenance per year. Acquisition, development, operation, 
and maintenance of park/recreation properties have also been supplemented by Township 
general funds, State grants, and private gifts. 
 
The current fiscal year budget for Parks and Recreation is $262,575.00.  The revenue streams 
include approximately $40,000 from collected millage, $154,900 from an awarded grant for park 
development, and just over $67,000 in appropriated prior fund balance.  A portion of parks and 
recreation millage funds collected over several years have been "banked" to cover the financial 
match needed for the development grant awarded by the Michigan Natural Resources Trust 
Fund; it is expected that the majority of those funds for Nature Preserve development will be 
expended this fiscal year. 
 
The proposed expenditures for the current fiscal year include development of the new Casco 
Township Nature Preserve (budgeted at approximately $220,000), maintenance of parks and 

Casco Township 
Board 

Supervisor & Clerk 

Part-time Cemetery & 
Parks Maintenance 

Staff Member 

Casco Township 

 Parks & Recreation 
Committee (Advisory) 

Parks Consultant 
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recreation ($19,675), and support/administration of Parks & Recreation committee goals and 
activities (approximately $20,000).   
 
Going forward, maintenance costs for parks and recreation in the Township is estimated at 
approximately $20,000/annually, and support/administration of Township Parks & Recreation 
plans and programs is also estimated at $20,000/annually.  A fund balance from the prior year 
and any additional funds collected could be put toward capital improvements and/or matches for 
additional grant funding. 
 
Relationships with School Districts 
Students who live within Casco Township attend South Haven Public Schools, Fennville Public 
Schools, or Bloomingdale Schools.  The Township and the school districts cooperate in the 
following ways:  Fennville Schools offers an indoor athletic facility (track, basketball court, and 
classes) with passes available for purchase by district residents and non-residents.  South 
Haven Public Schools opens their school building for walking in winter months, and also offers 
use of the pool to the general public for exercise during open swim and swim lessons.  The 
Township and South Haven Public Schools have collaborated on recreational grants including a 
transportation grant to fund construction of a bike path segment in Casco Township, letters of 
support for park acquisition and development, and partnering on the Safe Routes to Schools 
grant program.  Volunteer-run athletic leagues engage Township residents in organized 
recreation, usually located on school-operated practice fields. 
 
Volunteer Organizations 
Volunteers provide a variety of benefits to Casco Township residents although the services are 
not administered by the Township.   
 
 The Casco Community Band, an all volunteer community organized concert band which 

provides a variety of concerts and musical events  free of charge for residents to enjoy.   
 
 Non-profit youth athletic teams are available in the wider community and include 

American Youth Soccer Organization, (AYSO) soccer, West Michigan Youth Soccer 
Association, (WMYSA) soccer, South Haven Junior Youth Leagues (SHJYL) baseball 
and softball, and Rocket football and cheer. 

 
 The Friends of the Blue Star Trail provide a volunteer non-profit organization that is 

supporting the development of the Blue Star Trail, a paved pathway through Casco 
Township along the Blue Star Highway. 

 
 The South Haven Area Recreation Authority is an authority organized to provide for 

recreational facilities on a regional basis. The authority is developing SHARP Park which 
is located within Casco Township. 
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Recreation Inventory  Section 
A park inventory was completed for the development of this plan.  The inventory included a 
review of the Casco Township owned lands, designated park lands, a Parks and Recreation 
Committee tour of the parks, and other appropriate assessments.   
 
Existing Recreational Lands and Descriptions 
The Township has several parcels of land  designated as recreational available for public use 
and enjoyment.  These include the following: 
 
 Casco Township Nature Preserve & Expansion 
 The Casco Township Nature Preserve is an eight acre natural area located on Lake 

Michigan.  The wooded site will open for public use in 2012.  A current construction 
project will provide a small parking lot, an ADA accessible trail loop, and outstanding 
views from a high bluff overlooking Lake Michigan.  Other amenities will include ADA 
accessible picnic tables, benches, interpretive signage, and a toilet facility.  Currently 
negotiations are taking place to purchase the property immediately north of the Preserve 
with an additional eleven acres of public recreational land.  When purchased the goal of 
the new property will be to provide stairway access to the Lake Michigan beach, 
additional parking, and expanded picnic facilities. Together, the two properties will 
provide 700' of Lake Michigan beach frontage. A site master plan which includes both 
properties is included on the following page. 

 
 1st Street Recreational Lake Access 
 An eighteen foot wide access site is located at the end of 1st Street and includes a non-

improved pathway and wood stairway to the Lake Michigan beach. Access to the site is 
by pedestrian access only.  The wood stairway includes a small resting area at a landing 
which includes two benches.   

 
 Miami Park Beach-Currently Unimproved Park 
 The Township has recently purchased from the State of Michigan two lots located on the 

beach in Miami Park Subdivision.  These lots contain a large tall bluff and the lower 
beach.  No access between the high bluff and lower beach areas exist. 

 
 Mt. Pleasant-Currently Unimproved Park 
 This site is an unimproved wooded parcel located on Lake Michigan.  Viewing of Lake 

Michigan can be enjoyed from the parcel at the top of the bluff. 
 
 
Other Township Owned Undesignated Lands 
 
 Township Hall Property 
 The property located with the Township Hall that is currently unimproved and leased for 

farming. 
 
 28 Acres of Woodland 
 The Township retains 28 acres of undeveloped woodlands. 
 
 
  



      

Community Recreation Plan  
2012-2016 
Casco Township 
 

13 

 



      

Community Recreation Plan  
2012-2016 
Casco Township 
 

14 
  



      

Community Recreation Plan  
2012-2016 
Casco Township 
 

15 

Accessibility Assessment 
The Accessibility Assessment is based on guidelines developed by the Michigan Department of 
Natural Resources.  Below is an excerpt from the Guidelines for the Development of Community 
Park, Recreation, Open Space and Greenway Plans published Michigan Department of Natural 
Resources.  
 
 "Recreational areas, facilities, and programs play an important role in the life of the community; 

therefore it is essential that people with disabilities have an equal opportunity to enjoy these 
areas and any programs provided. Federal and state laws prohibit discrimination on the basis of 
disability, and these laws apply to parks and other recreation lands and programs controlled and 
operated by local units of government. The DNR has a strong commitment to barrier free 
recreational opportunities in our Department-managed programs and facilities. This commitment 
extends to those communities that receive recreation grants.  

 Under the state Utilization of Public Facilities by the Physically Limited Act (1966 PA 1, as 
amended) all public facilities, including improved areas used for recreation, must meet the barrier 
free design requirements contained in the state construction code. Under this act, the 
administration and enforcement related to barrier free design requirements are vested in the local 
or state government agency responsible for issuing a building permit. If the project does not 
require a building permit, administration and enforcement of barrier free design requirements are 
vested in the Department of Labor and Economic Growth.  

 Any request for an exception to the barrier free design requirements of the state construction 
code must be submitted to the Barrier Free Design Board, within the Department of Labor and 
Economic Growth (517-241-9300). The Barrier Free Design Board has the responsibility to 
receive, review, and process requests for exceptions to barrier free design specifications; require 
appropriate equivalent alternatives when exceptions are granted; and receive, process, and make 
recommendations for barrier free design rules.  

  
 Because the state construction code does not apply to many recreation facilities, it is essential 

that you also be aware of and understand the existing federal guidelines covering these types of 
facilities. In July 2004, the federal Architectural and Transportation Barriers Compliance Board 
(known as the Access Board) issued updated guidelines, entitled the Americans with Disabilities 
Act Accessibility Guidelines (ADAAG), for new or altered facilities covered by the Americans with 
Disabilities Act of 1990 (Public Law 101-336) or the Architectural Barriers Act of 1968 (Public Law 
90-480). These guidelines should eventually be adopted as enforceable standards. Until that 
occurs, the existing ADAAG standards must be followed when the two conflict.  

 Included in the updated ADAAG are technical provisions for a number of types of recreation 
facilities, including play areas, amusement rides, boating facilities, fishing piers and platforms, 
golf courses, miniature golf courses, shooting facilities, swimming and wading pools, and 
spas. Technical provisions for these recreation facilities do not exist in the current AADAG. 
The Access Board has also proposed guidelines for sports facilities, trails, beaches, and 
picnic and camping areas. While none of these guidelines has yet been adopted as federal 
standards, they represent the best information available on developing barrier free recreation 
facilities and may be upheld in a court of law. Therefore, they should be referred to when 
designing new or renovated recreation facilities. " 
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The MDNR recommends using the following rating system for assessing each park: 
 
 1= none of the facilities/park areas meet accessibility guidelines 
  
 2= some of the facilities/ark areas meet accessibility guidelines 
  
 3= most of the facilities/park areas meet accessibility guidelines 
  
 4= the entire park meets accessibility guidelines 
  
 5= the entire park was developed/renovated using the principals of universal design. 
 
 
Based on this rating system, the park lands in Casco Township were evaluated: 
 
 Casco Township Nature Preserve 
 Rating: 5  The entire park was developed using the principals of universal design. 
 This park was newly acquired in the fall of 2010.  In 2011, a MDNR grant was received 

for the development of the park.  The park construction will be completed in 2012 and 
the park will open to the public. All of the new facilities have been designed using the 
principals of universal design including parking, pathways, toilet facilities, picnic area, 
benches, and signage. 

 
 1st Street Recreational Lake Access 
 Rating:1 None of the facilities/park areas meet accessibility guidelines. 
 The existing natural surface pathway, wood stairway, and sand beach surface are not 

accessible. 
  
 Miami Beach-Currently Unimproved Park 
 No Rating-Unimproved Land 
 
 Mt. Pleasant-Currently Unimproved Park 
 No Rating-Unimproved Land 
 
 Township Hall Property 
 No Rating-Unimproved Land 
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MDNR Recreation Grant Inventory 
The following is a list of the past grants received by the Township and their status. 
 
Grant Number: TF07-170  and TF08-145 Acquisition Grants 
 
Year Awarded: 2007-2008 (Phased Funding) 
 
Park Name:  Casco Township Nature Preserve 
 
Description:   8 acres of wooded land located on Lake Michigan with 300 feet of frontage.  The 

 park is a Nature Preserve and is being utilized for passive recreation. A 
 development  project is in process, and described below. 

 
Status at the Time of Writing:  In MNRTF Close Out Process 
 
 
 
Grant Number: TF10-066 Development Grant 
 
Year Awarded:  2010 
 
Park Name:  Casco Township Nature Preserve Development 
 
Description:   This project is currently under construction and will be completed in 2012. The 
  facilities will include a small parking lot, pathway system, toilet facility, benches, 

 picnic tables, and interpretive signage. The pathway will provide access to the 
 bluff overlooking Lake Michigan.   

 
Status at the Time of Writing:  The project is under construction. 
 
 
 
Grant Number:  TF 10-067 Acquisition Grant 
 
Year Awarded:  2010 
 
Park Name:   Casco Township Nature Preserve Expansion 
 
Description: The acquisition is currently in process. The property will expand the Preserve  
  with approximately 11 acres of land including an additional 400' of Lake Michigan 
  frontage. 
 
Status at the Time of Writing:  The acquisition is in process.  
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Resource Inventory 
Casco Township has several significant natural resources within the Township. These include 
the entire west edge of the Township forming the beach along Lake Michigan, several miles of 
the Black River, as well as significant undeveloped active agricultural lands. As part of the 
Township Master planning process completed in 2012, these resources were mapped. On the 
following pages are maps which are excerpts from the plan and included as a resource.  These 
maps include the Natural Features Map,  Existing Land Use, and Topography.  



      

Community Recreation Plan  
2012-2016 
Casco Township 
 

19 
  



      

Community Recreation Plan  
2012-2016 
Casco Township 
 

20 
  



      

Community Recreation Plan  
2012-2016 
Casco Township 
 

21 
  



      

Community Recreation Plan  
2012-2016 
Casco Township 
 

22 

Action Plan Section 
The Action Plan Section is the section of the plan that focuses on the future vision and plans for 
parks and recreation within the community.  This section includes the Goals and Objectives, a 
list of prioritized projects, a project location map, and a summary write up of each of the 
proposed activities. 
 
Goals and Objectives 
The Goals and Objectives section of the plan provides goals for the future of parks and 
recreation within the community. These goals have been written for the Casco Township 
community based on public input for current and future recreational opportunities.  Each goal is 
further defined by the Objectives that follow.  The Action Plan section of the final plan will 
determine the proposed projects that help to meet these goals. 
 
 
Goal Number 1: To provide multi-generational recreational opportunities within the   
   community as the Township is comprised of persons of all ages. 
 
 Objectives: 
 
 a. Provide recreational opportunities for each of the major age and activity groups 

 living within the Township. 
 
 b. Provide for recreational activities and experiences that can be enjoyed together  
  with persons of multiple ages. 
 
 
Goal Number 2: To provide recreational facilities for persons of all abilities both mentally  
   and physically. 
 
 Objectives: 
 
 a. Develop new facilities that will expand recreational opportunities for all residents. 
 
 b. Develop new facilities that will meet or exceed the Americans with Disabilities  
  Act, (ADA). 
 
 c. Develop new facilities that integrate ADA accommodations in such a way that 

 they are seamlessly used by all residents within the community and to not cause 
 separation of users based on abilities. 
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Goal Number 3: To continue to support and encourage non-profit organizations to provide  
   recreational programming and special events within the community, as  
   the community is small and the financial resources are limited. 
  
 Objectives: 
 
 a. The Township will continue to assist, as funds allow, the non-profit organizations  
  through the development and maintenance of recreational facilities that support  
  recreational activities, programs, and events. 
 
 
Goal Number 4: The Township will continue to utilize and develop the Casco Township  
   Nature Preserve as a  focus for natural experiences, Lake Michigan  
   access, and picnicking opportunities. 
     
 Objectives: 
 
 a. The Site Master Plan provides the overall vision and expands the facilities to  
  improve opportunities for recreational activities. 
 
 b. The Site Master Plan will increase accessibility for all residents to recreational  
  activities within the community. 
 
 
 
Goal Number 5:  To continue to provide, as much as possible, free use of the parks and  
   facilities. 
  
 Objectives: 
 
 a. Continue to allow for open use of the park lands and to not charge admission into 
  the facilities. 
 
 b. Minimally charge, as required to cover costs, for special events to keep the  
  facilities available for public use. 
   
 
Goal Number 6: To retain the Casco Township Nature Preserve to provide access to a  
   natural area for the community. 
  
 Objectives: 
 
 a. The Casco Township Nature Preserve Master Plan provides that the property  
  and natural Lake Michigan frontage will remain natural. 
 
 b. The Casco Township Nature Preserve Master Plan provides for trails and   
  benches through this area to provide ADA accessible access within the wooded  
  natural area for access by all residents to this unique resource. 
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Goal Number 7: To provide Lake Michigan access to all residents for wildlife viewing,  
   swimming, and beach access. 
   
 Objectives: 
 
 a. Retain the Casco Township Nature Preserve and the "Maple Grove" property a  
  public park with Lake Michigan frontage 
 
 b. Develop a stairway access point to the Lake Michigan beach from the bluff on the 
  "Maple Grove" parcel.  
 
 c. Continue to maintain First Street Lake Access Stairs 
 
  
Goal Number 8: The Township will preserve and protect existing lands for appropriate  
   recreational uses for future generations.  
 Objectives 
 
 a. The Township will continue to maintain, to the best of its ability, the existing park  
  facilities. 
 
 b. The Township will continue to make improvements to the parks based on the  
  Community Recreation Plan and allowable funding. 
 
 
Goal Number  9:  To maximize funding for parks and recreation through the continual  
   renewal of the parks millage and other non-Township funding sources in  
   order to provide recreational facilities for the community.  
 
 Objectives: 
 
 a. To support the renewal of the parks millage providing recreational opportunities  
  for the residents of Casco Township. 
 
 b. Utilize the millage funds to the greatest extent possible to match grant   
  opportunities which become available that fit the needs identified in the   
  Community Recreation Plan.  
 
Goal Number 10:  To participate as appropriate in the regional planning of parks and   
   recreation facilities within the regional area. 
 
 Objectives: 
 
 a. Attend and participate in strategic planning activities on a regional basis which  
  support parks and recreation for the Casco Township residents. 
 
 b. To participate in the development of regional projects, as determined to be  
  prudent by the Township Board. 
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Goal Number  11:  To encourage private development which supports the goals of parks,  
   recreation, wildlife corridors and natural areas within the community. 

 
 Objectives: 
 
 a. Encourage site planning that provides for recreational opportunities, wildlife 

 corridors and natural areas in the built developments. 
 
 b. Encourage individual residents to adopt site development methods that provide  
  for low  impact on the environment. 
 
 c. Encourage development within the community that protects the natural Lake 

 Michigan shoreline and the Black River shoreline and watershed. 
 
 
Goal Number 12:  To explore any potential acquisition of additional lands as they might become  

       available. 
 
 Objectives: 
 
 a. Make it known that donations of land to the Township will be considered. 
 
 b. Seek grants as appropriate to assist with the acquisition and development of 

 properties. 
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Priority Projects 
The following projects were identified as desirable projects for Casco Township through public 
input, participation and recommendation of the Casco Township Parks and Recreation 
Committee, and through final approval by the Township Board.  After the projects were 
identified, they were prioritized and are shown in priority order below. Projects under Item 1 
Casco Township Projects in Process are all considered the highest priorities with available 
funding sources primarily determining which of the projects is completed first.  This project list 
will serve to help guide the decisions, expenditure of Township funds, and future development 
of the Township parks.  Written descriptions of the projects follow the list. 
 
In 2012, the Casco Township Nature Preserve will be opened to the public and was therefore 
not included on the list. 
 
Priority Projects          
 
1. Casco Township Projects in Process 
 
 Casco Township Nature Preserve Expansion 
  
 Township Hall Renovation for Community Programming Use   
 
 Township Hall Property Site Development Master Plan, Probable Costs, Phasing  
 
2. Blue Star Non-Motorized Trail 
 
3. Black River Access Property Acquisition 
 
4. Miami Beach Access Property Survey 
  
 
 
  



      

Community Recreation Plan  
2012-2016 
Casco Township 
 

27 

Project Location Map 
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Basis of Need Project Summaries 
Below are project summaries for each of the projects identified as priorities within the Action 
Plan. 
 
1.  Casco Township Projects in Process 
 
 Casco Township Nature Preserve Expansion  
 The Nature Center Expansion Property, also known as the "Maple Grove" property, is in 

the process of being acquired through a Michigan Natural Resources Trust Fund, 
(MNRTF), grant. The property has been included in a joint site development master plan 
with the parcel to the south known as the Casco Township Nature Preserve.  The 
planned minimal development of the Nature Preserve will be completed in 2012.  With 
the acquisition of the expansion property, development will be focused on the northern 
portion of the park.  The site development master plan which includes both parcels, can 
be referenced in the Recreation Inventory Section of this document. 

 
 The Casco Township Nature Preserve provides needed public access to Lake Michigan 

within the Township and the beach, as it includes parking and other amenities.  The 
acquisition and development of these properties for public access has been a key 
priority within the Township for several years.  The northern expansion property will be 
the site of beach stairs, restrooms, and parking, while the southern parcel will be 
retained as a natural wooded area.  All of the facilities to be constructed will be ADA 
accessible. 

 
 a.  Access to the Lake Michigan Beach 
 Along Lake Michigan in Casco Township, the beach is separated from the land by a 

large bluff.  Unlike other areas of the Lake Michigan shore line which are adjacent to 
windblown sand dunes, this lakeshore is unique with 30' tall or more sand and clay 
bluffs.  To access the beach will require a stairway, ramp system, or other means as the 
bank cannot be walked or climbed in its natural state.  The bluff is also very fragile 
ecologically, so access will also limit damage and disruption to the natural bank caused 
by large numbers of people accessing the beach. 

 
 b.  Entrance Drive & Parking  
 Key to providing access to the Preserve and the Lake Michigan beach is the 

construction of a public entrance drive and parking.  The site's previous use was a 
cottage where vehicle access was limited to a rustic residential one-lane driveway.  The 
entrance drive will provide access to Blue Star Highway and be designed to Allegan 
County Road Commission standards.  Parking will provide the ability for Township 
residents and visitors to park and enjoy the many recreational opportunities at the park.  
Parking has been master planned for this northern parcel as it will better protect the 
wooded areas of the park from development and it will be closer to the facilities which 
generate the most visitors including the access point to the beach, restrooms, picnic 
facilities, open lawn areas, and the future proposed Blue Star Trail to be constructed 
along the Blue Star Highway.  The parking lot and ADA accessible parking spaces will 
link to the proposed walkway system of the park providing access to all facilities. 
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 c.  Restroom Facility 
 The development of a restroom facility will provide toilet facilities for park visitors.  

Currently there is not a restroom facility located on the northern portion of the property to 
serve the busier recreational facilities.  

 
 d.  Picnic Facilities 
 Picnic facilities of individual tables and potentially a picnic shelter will provide 

opportunities for eating as well as the use of the tables for sitting, wildlife watching, and 
other passive uses.  The potential picnic shelter will provide for tables within the shade 
and protection from inclement weather for picnic use as well as for educational classes 
by local schools and nature interests. 

 
 e.  Connecting Walkways  
 walkways will provide ADA accessibility to the parking, restrooms, beach access, picnic 

areas, and the natural areas of the park. 
 
  
 Township Hall Renovation for Community Programming Use  
 Recently the South Haven Area Emergency Services, (SHAES), vacated the Township 

Hall. This has provided additional space within the Township Hall.  Plans are to renovate 
and incorporate community and especially senior programming into the Township Hall 
facility.  A feasibility and redesign study has been completed calling for the renovation to 
provide for better use for government and administrative functions and also varied and 
much needed community programming space. The Township Hall is the only publicly 
owned building located within the Township available for community activities. The new 
renovations will also provide needed ADA accessibility upgrades to the building. 

 
  
 Township Hall Property Site Development Master Plan, Probable Costs, Phasing  
 The Township Hall property, a 40 acre site, has been discussed to be utilized as a public 

park.  A site development master plan would provide a process to involve the public in 
discussing potential uses for the property, desired facilities, priorities for development, 
uses with the Township Hall functions, and many other ideas and concerns.  The 
planning process will develop a conceptual site design, probable costs for facilities, and 
a phasing plan. 

 
 

2. Blue Star Non-Motorized Trail 

 The Blue Star Non-Motorized Trail will be a pathway constructed within the right-of-way 
of the west side of the Blue Star Highway either as a separate pathway or as a paved 
wider shoulder to the road surface. The linear trail will provide a connection between the 
City of South Haven and the City of Douglas.  The proposed development is being 
promoted and planned by the Friends of the Blue Star Trail, a non-profit organization.  
The exact location and construction of the pathway has not been determined but various 
grants, foundations, and donations are being explored by the Friends.  Planning for this 
future pathway is continuing with specific dates for construction not having been set and 
will be contingent upon funding. 
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3. Black River Access Property Acquisition 
 Currently a public access point to the Black River does not exist within the Township.  A 

property acquisition along the Black River by the Township will provide much needed 
public access to the river for viewing, wildlife observation, fishing, canoeing, and 
kayaking. 

 
 
4. Miami Beach Access 
 The Township recently purchased from the State of Michigan two beach parcels within 

the Miami Beach subdivision for public use.  In order to determine the actual boundaries 
of the property, a boundary survey with the setting of property corners will be completed. 
Once the survey is completed, the feasibility of stairs and parking will be explored.  
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Planning Process Section 
 
The Planning Process Section includes a description of the overall process that was completed 
for the development of the Community Recreation Plan. The Planning Process included an 
assessment of existing park lands, a tour of the properties, opportunities for the public to 
participate, formal adoption of the plan, and submittal of the plan to local agencies and the 
Michigan Department of Natural Resources. 
 
Tour of the Parks 
On October 11, 2011 the Parks and Recreation Committee hosted a tour of the Township’s park 
lands and beach access points.  The tour was publicly advertised and the tour began from the 
Township Hall and concluded back at the Township Hall with the regularly scheduled Parks and 
Recreation Committee meeting.  During the tour, an assessment of the facilities concerning 
ADA (American’s with Disability Act),  was also conducted. 
 
Casco Township Community Open House 
On October 18, 2011 the Casco Township Parks and Recreation Committee hosted a 
Community Open House to invite public comments regarding the new 5 Year Community 
Recreation Plan.  The Open House was advertised in the local paper and flyers were handed 
out. 
 
The following comments were received and noted: 
 
Favorite Family Activities 
 -Disc Golf 
 -Bike Paths 
 -Swimming 
  
New Facilities Desired 
 -Kayak and Canoe Rentals on the Black River 
 -Polo Field, also could be used as a fund raiser 
 
New Programs Desired 
 -Flower Fund Raiser for parks, ie: sunflowers could be raised and sold 
 -Cycling trail event 
 
Public Workshop 
On October 20, 2011 from 6:30 PM to 8:30 PM the Casco Township Parks and Recreation 
Committee hosted a public workshop to invite resident input into the future of recreation within 
the Township.  The event was publicly advertised in the "South Haven Tribune"  and invitation 
letters were sent out to many stakeholders who might be interested in local recreation. 
 
The participants were divided into three groups with each group seated at individual tables.  
Large sheets of paper were handed out to each group with a specific question posed. The 
groups were given ten to fifteen minutes to discuss and write down ideas and responses to the 
questions. The sheets with questions were then passed around the room with each group 
adding to the answers of the previous groups until all groups had seen all questions.  Once this 
was completed, the sheets were hung on the wall for review.  Each participant was given ten 
small stickers and 1 large sticker to place strategically on the sheets with the small stickers 
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representing their ten most liked ideas and the large sticker representing their favorite idea.  The 
stickers were not meant as a voting process, but rather to help indicate areas with higher 
interest than others within the public attending.   
 
The results of the workshop are summarized below with the answers listed in the order they 
were received.  
 
1.  Should the Township develop other park lands?  If yes, which property(s)? 
 
Small Large Idea 
Stickers Stickers 
4 1 Develop Maple Grove property 
2 2 Blue Star pathway 
2 1 Trade taxes for relief for property acquisition 
4 2 Township Hall property 
   Need coordinator to organize volunteers/draw a plan 
   Shuffleboard/horseshoes 
   Band shell 
   Plantings 
2 0 Explore other properties through land donation or acquisition 
1 0 Develop 68th St. property into second nature preserve (28 acres) 
1 0 Acquire Black River frontage 
1 0 Land for parking areas for bike trail 
0 0 Property adjacent to schools and churches for shared facilities 
1 0 Play role for SHARA 
0 1 Property in the Center of the Township 
0 0 Black River watershed 
0 0 Outdoor use of Township Hall would match community center use 
0 0 Glenn Haven Shores 
3 0 Acquire tax delinquent properties along the Black River 
0 0 Protect available wetlands 
2 0 Wetland area for wildlife viewing 
 
2.  What new park facilities would you like to see? 
 
Small Large Idea 
Stickers Stickers 
3 0 Band shell or gazebo at Township Hall site 
1 0 Develop stairs and parking at Miami Park and survey property 
4 0 Have a true community center 
2 0 Stairs for Maple Grove 
0 0 Concessions for parks-vendors 
1 0 Ample bike racks 
2 0 Floors for dancing and exercise classes 
0 0 Disc golf 
1 0 Shuffleboard/Horseshoes 
0 0 Chess/Checkers (Lawn sized) 
3 0 Bike path/trail 
1 0 Walking path at Township Hall 
2 1 Playground 
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0 0 Picnic shelter at Township Hall or Maple Grove, etc. 
1 0 Canoe/Kayak launch on Black River 
2 0 Renovate/create community center at Hall 
0 0 Interpretive signs 
 
 
3.  Do you have any maintenance or operation concerns? 
 
Small Large Idea 
Stickers Stickers 
1 0 Need to Clean/Sweep "Bike Path" on Blue Star 2 times per year 
4 1 Security -Fast Response to any problems-police 
0 0 Maintenance staff-youth groups could handle routine 
1 0 Safety concerns for winter usage 
1 0 Costs? Donations could be used 
1 0 Worries about wildlife and environmental degradation 
0 0 Water permeable surfaces on paths and parking, etc. 
0 0 Vandalism 
1 0 Maintenance of stairways 
3 0 Develop a maintenance plan for all parks using paid and volunteer staff assigning 
   specific tasks 
1 0 Rip current and lake safety 
0 0 Summer residents and full-time differences 
 
 
4.  What types of programs would you like to see?  Any ideas of how to offer them? 
 
Small Large Idea 
Stickers Stickers 
0 0 Organized community bonding events 
4 0 Fruit and orchard events 
0 0 Maple Fest 
0 0 Casco Historical Village 
0 0 Respite for caregivers 
5 0 Senior travel 
3 0 Clean up day celebration 
0 0 All ages for events 
0 0 Card playing and games 
0 0 Movies 
1 0 Disc golf 
0 0 Skate park 
1 0 Octoberfest 
1 0 Cross country skiing 
1 0 Nature walks/tours 
0 0 Bicycle poker run 
0 0 Basketball hoops 
0 0 Gus Macker type of event 
1 0 Horseshoe pits 
1 0 Shuffleboard 
1 0 Picnic areas 
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0 0 Library 
0 0 Bird watching 
4 0 Music concerts/Casco Community Band 
3 0 Ice cream social 
1 0 Educational/compost making, gardening/"green" education, worm bins 
4 0 Exercise programs/anti-obesity 
0 0 Polo match 
1 0 Scout meetings/4H programs/youth camp in summer 
2 0 Community garden 
 
 
 
Advertisement for Public Open House and Workshop 
Below is the advertisement from the South Haven Tribune for the public meetings.  
Announcements were also distributed by personal handouts and through the mail to 
those interested in recreation within the community. 
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Draft Goals and Objectives 
Draft Goals and Objectives were developed for the plan. The Goals and Objectives were 
reviewed at the November, 2011 Parks and Recreation Committee meeting and the final 
versions are included in the Action Plan Section of this document. 
 
Project Identification and Prioritization 
The projects for future development were identified by the Parks and Recreation 
Committee through review of the information gathered through the park tours, the public 
comments received, and the goals and objectives. The identified projects were then 
prioritized based on importance to the community for future recreational needs and 
desires. The list of projects appears in the Action Plan Section of this document. 
 
Development of Action Plan 
The Action Plan Section of the plan was developed to include the Goals and Objectives, 
the Prioritized Project List, and Basis of Need Project Descriptions. 
 
Development of Draft Five Year Community Recreation Plan Document 
A draft of the plan was completed and provided for review prior to adoption. 
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Recommendation of Draft by Parks and Recreation Committee 
The Parks and Recreation Committee reviewed the draft document and revisions were 
made. Based on the revised document, the plan was forwarded to the Township Board 
with the recommendation that the plan was ready for the public comment period. 
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Review of Plan by the Township Board 
The Township Board reviewed the draft plan and approved for the plan to continue through the 
public comment period. 
 
Planning Commission Joint Meeting 
The plan was presented at the Annual Joint Meeting hosted annually by the Planning 
Commission. The Meeting hosted, on February 11, 2012, provided an overview of the plan and 
full copies of the document were available for review and comment.  Notice of this opportunity 
was included in the public notice for the thirty day public comment period and the Public Hearing 
which appears later in this section of the plan.   
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Thirty Day Public Comment Period 
The draft plan was made available for at least thirty days for public comment.  Copies of 
the draft plan were available at the Township Hall and on the Township's website in 
PDF format.  The Public Notice immediately follows. 
 
Public Notice of Thirty Day Public Comment Period and Public Hearing 
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Public Comment and Minutes of Public Hearing 
The minutes of the public hearing and correspondence received as public comment is 
included in Appendix C of this document.  
 
Adoption of the Plan by the Township Board 
The plan was adopted by the Casco Township Board on February 20, 2012.  The 
adoption resolution immediately follows. 
 
Resolution from Township Board 
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Preparation of MDNR Checklist 
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Transmittal of the Plan to the MDNR 
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Transmittal of the Plan to Allegan County 
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Transmittal of the Plan to Regional Planning 
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Appendices 
 
Appendix A-2010 U.S. Census Data from the Casco Township Master Plan 
 
Appendix B- Parks Ordinance 
 
Appendix C- Public Hearing Minutes and Public Comments 
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Appendix A 
 
Demographic Information as Reprinted from the Township Master Plan 
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APPENDIX I 
2010 DEMOGRAPHICS 

[TO BE UPDATED AS DATA BECOMES AVAILABLE] 

The following tables are to be compared to the tables in Chapter IV.  Minimal text is added 
where the 2010 U.S. Census data shows significant changes from past trends. 

 

POPULATION HISTORY, STATUS & PROJECTIONS (TO 2010) 

During the last century Casco Township lost population until it had dropped 1,373 people in 
1930.  Then it recovered – as did most of the adjacent communities – and continued its growth 
until the present time.  The growth was not spectacular but steadily rose from 2,304 persons in 
1970 to 2,856 in 1990 until the population peaked at 3,019 in the year 2000.  In 2010 the 
population fell back to 2,823. 

The current population of Casco and the surrounding communities is shown on the 
accompanying chart.  With the loss of year-round city population the City of South Haven and all 
of the townships are now between 2,500 and just over 4,000 residents.  Casco Township is in 
the middle third of area townships according to population.  Allegan County, which is somewhat 
larger than the Michigan average, had a population of 105,665 in 2000 rising to 111,408 in 
2010. On the other hand, Van Buren County’s population was 76,263 in 2000 and remained 
virtually unchanged in 2010, being 76,258. 
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POPULATION CHANGE 1990-2010 

1990, 2000 and 2010 U.S. Census counts & calculated percentages 

 1990 2000 % Change 

1990-2000 

2010 % Change 

2000-2010 

% Change 
1990-2010 

Casco 
Township 

2,856 3,019 5.7 2,823 -6.5 -1.2 

Ganges 
Township 

2,124 2,524 18.8 2,530 0.2 19.1 

Clyde 
Township 

2,001 2,104 5.1 2,084 -1.0 4.1 

Lee 
Township 

2,672 4,114 54.0 4,015 -2.4 50.3 

Fennville 
City 

1,023 1,459 42.6 1,398 -4.2 36.7 

South 
Haven City 

5,563 5,013 -9.9 4,400 -12.3 -20-9 

South 
Haven Twp 

4,183 4,046 -3.3 3,983 -1.5 -4.8 

Geneva 
Township 

3,162 3,975 25.7 3,573 -10.1 13.0 
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AGE (2010) 

The table below compares ages in Casco Township with selected other lake front communities 
in the area.  Ganges and the City of South Haven are both immediately adjacent to Casco.  
Allegan County is also included as a county-wide barometer.   

The age composition of Casco’s population has begun to differ markedly from that of Allegan 
County.  The most significant variation is within the population 55 years and older which 
comprises 35.4% of the Township’s population, but only 25.7% of the County’s.  This is a 
marked change from previous census when the townships had a substantially younger 
population than the City of South Haven, where 39.3% of the residents are in the 55+ category. 

 

   Year 2010 Profile of Selected Communities 
2010 US Census counts and calculated percentages 

LOCAL UNIT 
OF GOV’T 

PRE-
SCHOOL 

 

<5 Yrs. 

SCHOOL 

 

 

5-19 Yrs. 

COLLEGE/ 
EARLY 
WORK 

20-24 Yrs. 

WORKING 
YEARS  

 

25-54 Yrs. 

WORKING/ 
EARLY 
RETIRE 

55-59 Yrs. 

WORKING/ 
RETIRE 

 

60-64 Yrs. 

RETIRED 

 

 

>65 Yrs. 

CASCO 
TOWNSHIP 5.0% 

141 

19.8% 
560 

3.8% 
107 

36.0% 
1,017 

9.6% 
270 

9.0% 
254 

16.8% 
474 

Allegan 
County 6.7% 

7,501 

22.0% 
24,482 

5.2% 
5,816 

40.4% 
45,013 

7.0% 
7,803 

5.7% 
6,355 

13.0% 
14,438 

Ganges 
Township 

5.3% 
134 

18.4% 
465 

3.8% 
96 

38.8% 
981 

8.7% 
220 

8.3% 
209 

16.8% 
425 

South Haven 
City 5.4% 

238 

17.0% 
754 

5.6% 
245 

32.6% 
1,437 

9.6% 
421 

7.2% 
319 

22.5% 
989 

South Haven 
Township 

6.5% 
258 

20.7% 
812 

5.3% 
213 

36.6% 
1,459 

7.8% 
310 

6.8% 
269 

16.4% 
652 

Fennville 
City 

10.5% 
147 

27.2% 
380 

5.7% 
79 

40.1% 
561 

5.1% 
71 

3.8% 
53 

7.7% 
107 
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INCOME (2010) 

No data available 

 

Median and Per Capita Income 2010 

 

 Family Income Household 
Income 

Per Capita 
Income 

Poverty Level * 

Allegan County     

CASCO TWP     

Ganges Twp.     

Clyde Twp.     

Lee Twp.     

Fennville C.     

South Haven C.     

South Haven T.     

Geneva Twp     

 

* Poverty Level is defined by the U.S. Census Bureau for the 2010 Census as  
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EDUCATION (2010) 

(This data was not reported for the 2010 Census)   

EDUCATIONAL ATTAINMENT 2010 

 

 High School Bachelors 

Casco Township   

Ganges Township   

Clyde Township   

Lee Township   

Fennville City   

South Haven City   

South Haven Township   

Geneva Township   

   

Allegan County   

 

HOUSING (2010) 

HOUSING OCCUPANCY & TENURE (2010) 

The Housing Occupancy and Tenure for the year 2010 is shown on the following table.  Casco 
Township has a very large percentage of seasonal housing; in fact, it has the highest 
percentage of seasonal housing in the area slightly more than Ganges Township and the City of 
South Haven which also have land directly fronting on Lake Michigan.   

The percentage of renter-occupied homes is lower for Casco Township than many neighboring 
communities.  There may be two reasons for that.  One is that there are relatively few rental 
units such as apartment complexes in the rural township.  The second reason is probably 
because the vacation property which is classified as “seasonal” are second homes and not 
generally available for rent. 

The low amount of occupied housing is in direct correlation to the very high percentage of 
seasonal homes. If those were considered as owner-occupied the rate would be substantially 
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higher.  Many of the reported “seasonal” homes may, in fact, be occupied for much of the year, 
thus distorting the true picture of Casco’s population growth and service needs.  The “Other 
Vacant” rate is near the average for neighboring communities.  These figures may be 
misleading if the number of actual owner-occupied homes in Casco Township were under 
reported as “seasonal". 

2010 HOUSING UNITS & OCCUPANCY STATUS 

Community Total 
Housing 
Units 

Total 
Occupied 

Owner 
Occupied 

Renter 
Occupied 

Seasonal 
Vacant 

Other 
Vacant 

Allegan 
County 

49,426 42,018 

85.0% 

34,052 

81.0% 

7,966 

19.0% 

4,038 

8.2% 

3,370 

6.8% 

Casco 
Township 

1,957 1,130 

57.7% 

975 

86.3% 

155 

13.7% 

658 

33.6% 

169 

8.6% 

Ganges 
Township 

1,626 1,050 

64.6% 

895 

55.0% 

155 

9.5% 

460 

28.3% 

101 

6.2% 

Clyde 
Township 

890 717 

80.6% 

641 

72.0% 

76 

8.5% 

103 

11.6% 

70 

7.9% 

Lee 
Township 

1,940 1,329 

68.5% 

951 

49.0% 

378 

19.5% 

348 

18.0% 

263 

13.6% 

Fennville 
City 

588 505 

85.9% 

315 

62.4% 

190 

37.6% 

8 

1.4% 

75 

12.8% 

South 
Haven City 

3,329 1,957 

58.8% 

1,203 

35.0% 

756 

22.6% 

1,004 

30.0% 

383 

11.4% 

South 
Haven Twp 

2,081 1,625 

78.1% 

1,205 

57.9% 

420 

22.2% 

227 

10.9% 

229 

11.0% 

Geneva 
Township 

1,569 1,324 

84.4% 

1,109 

70.7% 

215 

13.7% 

79 

5.0% 

166 

10.6% 
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HOUSING VALUE (2010) 

No data available 

 

YEAR HOUSE BUILT (2010) 

Between 1990 and 2000 the volume of new home construction in Casco Township surpassed 
all area communities, except Geneva Township.  Over 400 new homes were built in Casco 
during that period, according to the U.S. Census. Between 2000 and 2010 once again Casco 
Township added over 400 new homes, however this growth consisted of a housing bubble that 
accelerated over the decade from 2000 to 2007 and then collapsed.  

 

NEW HOME CONSTRUCTION BY YEAR 

2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 

45 36 63 60 37 40 62 28 9 19 13 

Source: Township Building Inspector 

 

In 2010 Casco Township had a total of 1,957 dwelling units.  Of these 22.9% were constructed 
prior to 1940, 35.5% were constructed between 1941 and 1990, 20.4% between 1991 and 
2000, and 21.1% since 2000. 

ECONOMIC FACTORS (2010)  

No data available 

WORK COMMUTE 

No data available. 

SECTORS OF EMPLOYEMENT FOR CASCO TOWNSHIP RESIDENTS (2000) 

No data available 

FARM ECONOMY 

No data available 
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Appendix B 
 
Parks Ordinance 
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Appendix B-Parks Ordinance 
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Appendix C 
 
Public Hearing Minutes and Public Comments 
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Casco Township Board of Trustees 

Public Hearing:  Parks & Recreation Plan, 7:00 p.m., February 20, 2012 

[excerpted from the minutes of the Board of Trustees Regular Meeting of February 20, 2012, 7:00 p.m.] 

Supervisor Overhiser called the Public Hearing on the Community Recreation Plan Update at 7:08 p.m. 
Present:  Supervisor Allan Overhiser; Clerk Julie Cowie; Treasurer Lu Winfrey; Trustee Eldon Ridley.  
Trustee Judy Graff was absent due to health concerns in her family.  Also present:  Sandy Warren of the 
Parks & Recreation committee; Pam Blough, Parks & Recreation consultant, and approximately 9 
interested persons. 

Supervisor Overhiser called on Consultant Pam Blough to review the process engaged by the Parks & 
Recreation committee up to this point.  Ms. Blough provided a summary of steps taken, including the 
proper noticing of this public hearing, which is a requirement of the approval process to update the five-
year Community Recreation Plan, and subsequently file it with the State and then be eligible for grant 
funding.  The draft plan has been available for 30 days at the Township Hall and on the Township 
website. 

The Supervisor opened public comment:  

Jeanne Van Zoeren, 7205 Point Betsie Dr. noted that page 11 of the draft states that none of the groups 
use Township-owned facilities, but in fact the Friends of the Blue Star Trail (FOTBST) uses the Township 
address as their own, and also uses the Township Hall for meetings. Q/Will a stairway be provided 
regardless of the ability to acquire Maple Grove?  A/if Maple Grove is not successful, there would be 
beach stairs located on Stefan. 

Ms. Van Zoeren pointed out that the Maple Grove parcel has 400’ of Lake Michigan frontage, the Stefan 
parcel (now, the Casco Township Nature Preserve) has 300’ of Lake Michigan frontage, Stefan is 300’, 
and the parcels in Miami Park add additional frontage. 

Ms. Van Zoeren had attended the public meetings and participated in the sticker process for marking 
priorities.  She interpreted the voting process as being weighted with points, as a way of setting 
priorities.  

It was explained that the process was not a voting process, it was one of many ways of looking at parks.  
The committee developed goals & objectives out of the public input of that meeting.   

Per Jeanne, according to survey mailed to residents about 6 years ago, Lake access was the highest 
priority to residents, and a bike trail was the second priority.  She asked the committee to review the 
priority process.  She preferred to see the trail much higher than #6 on the priority list.  She felt the bike 
trail development is a regional effort, with the city of South Haven and Douglas also being involved and 
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interested in Casco’s involvement.  There could be a link from the existing path in South Haven to the 
Nature Preserve for Casco’s southern residents.   

Ms. Blough responded that the Nature Preserve and renovation of the Township Hall for 
recreation/community programming are higher priorities by the committee.   

Van Zoeren desired the trail to be listed higher, not as a last priority, to be in a better position to receive 
funding. 

Dan Way asked if money was set aside for this trail at Allegan County.  He had been told that State 
money was coming to the bike trail from the State.  Ms. Van Zoeren explained that CMAQ funding had 
been pursued through the Allegan County Road Commission. She feels that the trail is still in line for 
CMAQ dollars.  She shared a report that bike trails have economic, development, and health value, and 
can bring billions of dollars of value (tourism, economic development) to communities who have them. 

David Campbell asked about the funding necessary to develop the trail, and it was noted that the 
Township on its own doesn’t have anything close to what it would take to put up matching dollars for 
major grant opportunities with other unfinished projects (Nature Preserve development, Nature 
Preserve Expansion, and Township Hall renovation) currently underway. 

Dan Way, 649 Lakeshore Dr. was present and read his letter dated 2/19/2012 (attached). 

Several other letters were read aloud (all attached), namely those from Marv Haveman, 5271 Beach 
Avenue; Julie Werkema, Lakeview Avenue, Miami Park Subdivision; Michael Werkema, 7250 Lakeview 
Avenue; Tamsie Haskell, 7256 Beach Drive; Jim & Karen Hart, 619 Lake Shore; and Denny & Eileen Mead, 
900 Adams Road. 

Sandra Warren was present and read a statement dated 2/19/2012. 

Dave Campbell, resident of Glenn Shores, asked if any resident of Miami Park subdivision was supportive 
of the rankings as they were, especially where the Miami Park Beach Access lots were located in the list 
of priorities.   

Pam Blough responded that the Miami Park beach was purchased with millage funds and that is, in part, 
why it is on the priority list. 

Toni Carroll, a resident of North Shore Drive, asked if the priorities needed to be linear. 

Pam Blough stated that the committee was focused on what to spend millage money on. 

Bruce Barker, a resident of Miami Park subdivision, spoke against developing the Miami Beach access; 
given the very high bluff and great erosion, any park site there would never be handicapped accessible.  
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Brief discussion ensued about two different sets of Township-owned parcels in Miami Park subdivision, 
some located on Lakeview Avenue and used for water/sewer connections, and some located on the 
bluff face and beach (the latter parcels being purchased from the State of Michigan). 

Sandra Warren spoke to the focus of the Parks & Recreation committee in establishing the priorities.  
She felt the committee was most interested in developing the Nature Preserve, securing the Nature 
Preserve Expansion, and developing the Township Hall property.  Other projects listed were of interest 
to the committee—which is why they were on the list—but would be developed (only) as funds become 
available.  The committee doesn’t want to put the Township in a position to have to come up with 
thousands of dollars. 

Julie Cowie, resident of 876 ½ Blue Star Highway (and Board member), read her comments.  The new 
idea of a water trail makes the Miami Park subdivision beach lots a possible resting spot for water trail 
people  (kayakers and boaters).   Dan Way acknowledged that kiteboarders coming from North Beach 
might also see it as a resting spot. 

Township Treasurer Lu Winfrey asked about the exact wording of park and recreation millage (and the 
feasibility and legality of using millage funds for the bike trail).  She also felt the Township Hall 
renovation was more squarely the task of the Board of Trustees.  She was enthusiastic about the 
exercise one can get from climbing beach stairs.   

Pam Blough stated that the renovation of the Township Hall was discussed at length by the Parks & 
Recreation committee and addressed in this plan because a renovation of the Township Hall could lead 
to increased recreation oriented programming, and funded by grants for such purpose.   

Lu Winfrey expressed concern over millages being renewed given the economic hardship felt by many in 
the Township. 

Supervisor Overhiser stated that the renovation of the Township Hall would be shaped by available 
sources of funding.   The parks millage is not enough to do what we want to do with the former Stefan 
parcel, Maple Grove, and/or the Township Hall parcel. 

Cowie spoke to moving the Bike Trail higher on the list, even though she acknowledged that this doesn’t 
mean that Township funding will follow. 

John Geisler, a resident of Glenn Shores association, commented that the numbering of the first priority 
was odd; he proposed simplifying it and moving the bike trail higher on the list.  

There being no further public comment, the Supervisor entertained a motion to end the public hearing.  
Cowie moved to close the public hearing pertaining to the Community Recreation Plan update, 
supported by Winfrey, at 8:39 p.m.  MSC. 

Minutes Prepared by Julie Cowie, Township Clerk 

Correspondence Attached 
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February 19, 2012 

 
Dear Casco Township Clerk and Park and Recreation Committee, 
 
In regards to the 5 year Park and Recreation Plan, I would like to share my 
thoughts and concerns with you. 
 
 BLUE STAR PATH  
 
I believe that the Blue Star Path improves cycling, walking and jogger safety 
and that the users become a part of the surrounding environment rather than 
being isolated from it.  It allows the bicyclists, walkers and joggers to 
experience different neighborhoods and find attractions that would normally be 
missed by driving in an automobile. There are many benefits from the economic, 
health and community advantages that trails provide to surrounding areas.  

Roads are supposed to be designed to promote safe use and access for vehicles, 
bicyclists, pedestrians and people with physical disabilities. Roadways are a 
significant portion of public space that has a large impact on our local culture and 
overall quality of life.  

I do agree with you that the first priority is the completion of the Casco Nature 
Preserve and Maple Grove Park but I believe the next priority should be the Blue 
Star Trail project. 

 Parks 
 
In regards to the parks, we already have a Preserve park with another planned park 
(Maple Grove).  Casco Township will have two ten acre parks on Lake Michigan 
with bathrooms, pavilions, and a switch back access to the beach and many other 
amenities.  The third planned park is Miami Park which would be about a ½ mile 
away.   
 
It is a fact that “people that are traveling by car, jogging, or bicycling are going to 
choose a 20 acre park over a small park with 140 plus steps to the beach and with 
limited or no amenities”.  Most the people that would use the Miami Park / beach 
would be within walking distance from Miami Park West, Miami Park East or 
other very close by neighborhoods.   
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I would like to suggest that you look at the lot that is owned by Casco Township in 
Miami Park that would be used for very limited parking and limited bench seating 
and consider selling it to help finance the Blue Star Path and provide amenities 
needed for two 10 acre parks and the potential Black River property acquisition.  
With the limited use of this very small parking area and seating area in Miami Park 
verse a 20 acre park I believe that the proceeds of selling this property would be 
better spent in other areas. 
 
If the vacant lot where the proposed parking lot was sold in Miami Park there 
would still be many options for the stairs to Casco beach. A minimum of $50,000 
plus to build steps and an annual cost of repairs to the stairs from $3,000 to 
$10,000 per year should be expected.   The bluff in Miami Park has been known 
for erosion and shifting so this is a given that you will have continued cost year 
after year in maintaining the stairs.   

 Parks And Trails 

Parks and trails have many benefits and they fill many different needs such as play, 
exercise, and connecting with nature around it.  They also encourage people in the 
community to interact with one another and they increase the value of nearby 
homes, and if they are safe and well maintained, they reduce crime in the area. A 
park and trail is not just about its size and location, but also its design, operating 
hours, safety, usability for people with special needs  and the quality of life.    

I highly recommend that the Blue Star Trail project be a higher priority on the 5 
year plan list than being suggested. 

Thank you for your time and consideration, 

Daniel Way 

649 Lakeshore Dr. South Haven, Mi – Miami Park  
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February 19, 2012 
 
Dear Casco Township Clerk and Park & Recreation Committee: 
 
I would like to share my thoughts and comments with you regarding the proposed 
5-year plan. 
 
I would first like to commend you on making the Casco Township Nature Preserve 
Expansion a priority.  The acquisition and development of a property within Casco 
Township that will allow public access to Lake Michigan while also providing the 
amenities of parking and other recreational activities is long overdue.  The ability to 
develop a property with only a 30-foot bluff in this area makes it very appealing and 
fits well with the goal of providing ADA accessible spaces.  This will provide a park 
accessible too many people with very easy access. 
 
I am however disappointed that the committee did not see the development of the 
Bluestar Non-motorized Trail as a higher priority.  The number one goal that was 
proposed in the five-year plan was: 
  
To provide multi-generational recreational opportunities within the community as the Township is 
comprised of persons of all ages.  
Objectives:  

1. Provide recreational opportunities for each of the major age and activity groups living within the 
Township.  

2. Provide for recreational activities and experiences that can be enjoyed together with persons of 
multiple ages.  

 
As an avid runner, Bluestar Highway has made Casco Township a very difficult and 
unsafe community to practice a hobby that I sincerely enjoy.  Running, hiking, walking 
and cycling are excellent multi-generational activities that in our current community are 
very difficult to partake in and enjoy safely due to the fact that there is no safe platform to 
perform on.  Also, there is no connection between the communities where families can 
safely commute between.  The addition of a non-motorized trail would immediately 
alleviate the treachery that is currently associated with running along Bluestar Highway, 
and with the addition of the nature preserve what an excellent opportunity to further link 
the community. 
 
Thirdly, to see the development of Miami Park as a higher priority than the non-
motorized trail seems to contradict the higher goal of providing ADA accessible activities 
to all community members.  You place priority in developing a beach access that will 
require a 150 step walk done a steep bluff instead of developing a trail which would 
allow access to all. 
 
I thank you very much for your time and ask you to consider these comments. 
 
Michael S Werkema 
7250 Lakeview Ave South Haven, MI   
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Dear Julie Cowie:  We are summer residents at 7256 Beach Drive in Casco Township and were so pleased 
to read of your vision of the development of the township and construction of the Blue Star Trail. The 
trail offers such a wonderful avenue for healthy and safe activity to icluded jogging, walking, biking, etc. 
Your plan has caused us to work to one day make our property our permanent home. However, we 
were recently surprised and very disappointed to learn that Casco Township had placed the Blue Star 
Trail at a low priority. Please encourage your board to reconsider this goal as a top priority and continue 
the heathy growth of Casco Township that means so much to us, our families and neighbors. 

 

Thank you very much for your consideration, 

 

Jon and Tamsie Haskell 

7256 Beach Drive 

269-372-3573 
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From:  <jhart76679@aol.com> 
Date: Mon, Feb 20, 2012 at 6:16 PM 
Subject: Miami Park Initiative 
To: clerk@cascotownship.org 
 
Dear Julie, 
We purchased a home in Miami Park in October, 2010 after falling in love with the area.  We are thrilled 
with the Nature Preserve and the Maple Park build-outs and look forward to some of the proposed 
changes and goals in your Plan that will improve the quality of life for many of us in the township.  One 
issue has come to our attention and it appears on page 26 of the 5-Year Plan document.  It is shown as 
Priority Item #4.  A public access site is a major concern for us and we hope that you will reconsider this 
item. We understand the purchase of the beach lots from the State and the lot from the Boardwalk 
community.   

First of all, it seems to us that the expenditure for a boundary survey and installation of a new staircase 
is unwarranted and not the best use of funds.  Those funds will likely exceed $60,000 and perhaps they 
could be used in another manner.  We propose that you move the non-motorized trail up the list of 
priorities in order to improve access to the park just north of Miami Park.  For those people who will 
want to enjoy the new park, a safe trail along Blue Star Highway will help facilitate access to the park for 
many people.  We know you are faced with many difficult planning decisions, but in this economic 
environment it is important to make the most prudent financial decisions possible given the variables 
involved.   We believe you will obtain more "bang for your buck" with a trail leading to the park.  It 
should also increase the number of visitors who will utilize the park each year.   

Secondly, the parking lot could be a significant issue because of the space available and the wear and 
tear on the unpaved roads in Miami Park. 

Thirdly, the amenities at the new park will accommodate guests better than the Miami Park beach.   

Lastly, your time and energy may be better spent on a number of other items mentioned in the 52 page 
report.   

We appreciate your strategic plan for the next 5 years and wish you nothing but success.  Our family is 
thrilled to be part of the community and we look forward to being part of it for many years to come. 

Thank you for your time and consideration.  Please do not hesitate to contact us at any time, if you have 
any questions or want to explain your plan in more detail to us. 

Best regards, 

Jim & Karen Hart 
574-360-5029 
619 Lake Shore 
South Haven 
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Five Year Community Recreation Plan for 2012-2016 - 
Public Comment 
1 message  

 
Sandra Warren <sjeanw05@yahoo.com>  Sun, Feb 19, 2012 at 6:38 PM  
Reply-To: Sandra Warren <sjeanw05@yahoo.com>  
To: supervisor@cascotownship.org  
Cc: "PamBlough@aol.com" <PamBlough@aol.com>, "bbrandon47cpt@yahoo.com" 
<bbrandon47cpt@yahoo.com>, "juliecowie@i2k.com" <juliecowie@i2k.com>, "sjeanw05@yahoo.com" 
<sjeanw05@yahoo.com>  

Hi Allan- 
 
The 28 acres of wooded land owned by Casco Township on 68th Street was 
removed from the Inventory Section of the Five Year Plan at the January 12, 
2012, Parks and Recreation Committee meeting. It was my very strong opinion 
at this meeting that this land should not be removed from our inventory. I would 
like to see this parcel again listed in the Plan on page 12 under the heading 
"Other Township Owned Undesignated Lands". It should not present a problem 
with the writing of future grants since it would not be designated as an Existing 
Recreational Land. 
 
Any land owned by Casco Township should remain on a list for all citizens to 
see. At some future time, this 28 acre parcel might be developed as a park or 
even sold. But it should not be removed from our list and possibly lost for 
future generations. 
 
It is my request that this parcel be placed back on the inventory at the meeting 
on February 20, 2012. Thank you. 
 
 
Sandra Warren 
Citizen of Casco Township 
Member, Casco Township Parks and Recreation Committee  

 

 


