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From all of us at the North Central Florida Bride –
Congratulations on your upcoming wedding! The
North Central Florida Bride magazine is filled with
vendors, suggestions and inspiration weddings,
as well as real weddings to help brides-to-be
visualize exceptional ideas for a lovely wedding
day. We want your love-filled day to be a memory
that you will remember as not only beautiful, but
endearing and amazing. Your love story begins as
this chapter of your life is written and the glorious
journey of a life-time ensues. Life as a couple gives us challenges to
shape us and love enough to share with our partner. We understand this
and hope that you will also choose understanding, love and forgiveness
through this lifetime commitment.
We are here to help you begin planning this most precious and stunning
day. Our vendors have developed their businesses around the wedding
industry and they are passionate about making sure this day is absolutely
your dream day. Detail images have been included in the various bride’s
pages – this allows you to know a little bit more about the couple and
what sets their special day apart from others. Just as your wedding details
will do so for you. The Venue Directory can give you quick assistance on
finding the venue that will fit your wedding needs by capacity, location
and charm. With ease you will be able to plan a day to visit the venues
that will equip your needs. Our Resource Directory is comprised of
wedding professionals in their respective categories. You are able to
research in an organized and easy fashion to discover the merits of each
and decide who meets your needed criteria. What’s nice about the North
Central Florida Bride magazine is you just mark up the vendors and ideas
you like, pop it in your bag and off you go! Hmm . . . maybe you want
an online version - - no problem! Browse online at www.ncfbride.com
for the latest edition and vendor listings. It is our pleasure to bring you
knowledge about the wedding industry professionals in North Central
Florida. We would also appreciate you sharing us as a resource as you visit
your wedding professionals. We love name droppers! We wish you the
most delightful wedding day filled with moments that take your breath
away and a marriage that lasts a life-time. We are thankful you have
chosen our magazine to help you on your romantic journey!

Advertising questions contact
David at 386-288-7117

Mantha Young
EXECUTIVE EDITOR

ON THE COVER
Contest Winner
Samantha Stitzel
Photographer
Woodland Fields Photography

North Central Florida Bride is pleased
to feature Samantha Stitzel as our 2016
Spring/Summer Cover Bride. Thank you
to all the photographers for submitting
countless photographs of North Central
Florida Brides .
S E E T H E F U L L S T O R Y O N PA G E 1 2 .
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Looking for something different from your wedding photography? You’ve found it. Call 352.256.6842 to book a consultation.
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CHOOSING

naked

CAKE

the perfect wedding

The wedding cake
is a showcase
piece at every
wedding and
there are as
many different
cake designs and
flavors as there
are newlyweds.
8
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lacy

pastel

simple metallic
elegant decadent
gold

vintage
appeal to both the eyes and the stomach
adding a simple, elegant style to any sweet
spread.

CAKES THAT REFLECT THE COUPLE’S
PERSONALITY
When a creative bride lets her imagination
run wild, the result is wonderfully personal
and heartfelt. Inspiration can come from
the invitation, colors, rings, theme, flowers,
venue, dress or the couple’s personality.
Simple touches can make any cake elegant,
from monogrammed cake toppers to
something as easy as a ribbon or even
burlap. How about a delightful presentation
of rainbow sprinkles or multiple layers of
rainbow cake to catch your eye? If you’re
looking for an alternative to a traditional
wedding cake, this is definitely a
front-runner.

Metallic Sugar Mill Cakes Brushed-gold

You would think choosing your wedding
cake would be simple. But with so many
choices should you go for a ‘naked’ wedding
cake (one without icing) or perhaps a return
to the floral ‘50’s?
If you like keeping up with the latest bridal
trends, read on to discover what’s in vogue
when it comes to cake crumbs. The latest
trends are naked, simple, elegant, decadent,
pastel, lacy, gold, metallic and vintage.

Modwedding.com Photo: Cassi Claire

Naked cakes continue to be a huge trend.
They’re stacked and layered like a traditional
cake, but the outside is just barely frosted,
with the intention of showing the actual
cake. This is no plain Jane, though. Rather,
it’s gloriously imperfect and naturally
elegant. The colors and textures shine.
Frosting goes between the layers. Natural

garnishes, such as colorful fruit and fresh
flowers, go on top creating a rustic, elegant
look. Use fresh strawberries, raspberries,
and blueberries with powdered sugar or
chocolate chips, if it’s a chocolate chip cake.
This au naturale style uses a broad range
of adornments including everything from
twigs to olive branches using what’s in
nature and what’s in season.
With the deconstructed cake, you get to
show off the inside. For a summertime
wedding, berries work well; in winter
and fall, ask your baker to fill the layers
with seasonal fruits, like apples, pears,
persimmons or even blood oranges. The
exposed cake and filling of the naked cake

DECADENT DESSERT TABLE
Rather than opting for one cake, 2016 sees
brides wanting a dessert table of indulgent
treats, non-traditional flavored sponges
and scrumptious fillings. A buffet is fun
and festive creating a greater visual impact
than one towering cake. Even with all of the
possibilities many brides still choose to have
a cake as part of their dessert array. Many
will have a small cake for a symbolic cutting
and a dessert bar full of dessert comfort
food—recognizable things in little portions,
like cupcakes, miniature donuts, milkshakes,
or pie in a jar.
Having multiple cakes on a dessert table is
becoming more of a trend and offers a mix
of flavors, fillings, and even designs—think a
combo of traditional frosting-covered cakes
and naked cakes. In other words, if you can’t
settle on one cake, get two! (Or three!)
A RETURN TO THE 1950’S FLORALS
Florals couldn’t be more fashionable when
it comes to the world of weddings right
now, and this goes for floral wedding cakes
too. From bright and bold florals (large
statement peonies, roses etc.) to more
organic floral arrangements (climbing
flowers with lots of foliage), flowers remain
ncfbride.com
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the heart of romance. A timeless silver stand
elevates any cake’s overall style, especially
when it’s reflecting pops of color from
pastel pink and magenta roses, ranunculus
and dahlias. A few bright blooms artfully
arranged around the base and tucked
between tiers adding to the whimsical,
romantic look.
A BREAK FROM TRADITION
Forget traditional looking wedding cakes

create free-form designs, a modest few
flowers and a single solid tier to create a
decadent display letting the stand-out
color speak for itself. In this purple and
white beauty a silver presentation base
is accented with a complementing trim
around the first tier.
MAGICAL METALLICS
Black and gold are not normally colors
associated with a wedding, but they are

water colored cake with a single flower.
DELICATE LACE
Weddings and lace have always been a
beautiful hand in glove combination. Ever
since the Duchess of Cambridge’s gorgeous
lace gown wowed the world in 2011, lace
has returned to the bride’s top pick. It’s one
of the most popular choices when it comes
to all aspects of a bride’s wedding reception,
including the cake. Incorporating lace,

perfect

625 E University Ave. | Gainesville, FL 32601
800.595.7760 352.373.6760

www.sweetwaterinn.com

Weddings & Receptions • Lodging • Catering

CHOOSING THE

WEDDING CAKE

Unique by Amazing Wedding Cakes

Laser cut by Southern Blue Celebrations

in pastel colors. Bold tones are a key
trend in wedding cakes for 2016. Look for
color, strong silhouettes and lots detailing.
Geometric cut cakes are a favorite for those
looking for a unique approach. Cakes made
with architectural influences and geometric
patterns in bold colors are just a few twists
making wedding cakes more modern.
LASER CUT EFFECTS: DESIGNS WITH A
DIFFERENCE
Wedding cakes with sugared flowers will
continue to be popular in 2016, using
slightly different techniques to add a
modern spin – such as laser cut effect
flowers, lace or designs. You could go
with the powerful impact of a strong color
presented against a crisp white background:
10
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Lace by Erica O’brien Cake Design

very fashionable choices for wedding cakes.
Black, gold and other metallic shades are
all firm favorites, particularly in the ornate
baroque rococo style. Silver and navy blue
make an elegant combination creating a
retro ambiance when sharing the stage with
beading and pearls.
PRETTY IN PINK
Pink continues to be on trend for 2016 and
is perfect for girly brides who are looking
for a romantic wedding cake. A modern
take on the softness is to use watercolor – a
trend that is gaining popularity in cakes.
Using color gels, fondant, and a little
alcohol, such as vodka, cake artists create
beautiful, sophisticated pieces of art. See
the elegant softness of a three tiered pink

Florals 1950 Cascading,
full-petaled flowers by Yvonne
Design. Photo by Frank Amodo

pearls, fondant and flowers, these cakes are
almost too beautiful to cut.
A RETURN TO TRADITION
Although there are lots of bold cake trends
for weddings in 2016, the ‘return to tradition’
will always be fashionable. Buttercream
has never gone out of style. Not only does
it taste delicious but gives cakes a more
relaxed look, complementing the popular
rustic theme. Buttercream icing also makes
beautiful flowers, including authentic
looking roses, pansies, peonies and dahlias.
So now that you have all this wonderful
information at hand, what will be the look of
your special cake? Beautiful, we are certain
(and most importantly - Delicious!)

“Sweetwater’s attention to detail and
exceptional service made our big day
more perfect than we could have ever
imagined!”
ncfbride.com
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I T S TA R T E D WAY B AC K

samantha & wesley

4

Making it all happen:

Photographer Woodland Fields Photography
Hair & Make Up Michele Renee The Studio
Venue Santa Fe River Ranch

samantha stitzel and
wesley lanier
F E B R UA RY 28, 2015
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About 30 years ago, my parents moved to the
small town of Crystal River with plans to begin a
furniture store.
Wesley’s grandad, who owned a furniture store
himself, quickly took my parents under his wing.
A decade later, our older brothers were on the
high school football team together. Once more
our families would cross paths. However, while
they were scoring touchdowns, I attended a
private school and spent my extra time in dance

North Central Florida Bride Spring/Summer

classes. It wasn’t until my 7th grade year when I
would make the move to public school and fate
would bring our families together yet again.
I was only 13 when I fell in love with him; however,
some may say you don’t know what ‘love’ is at that
age. He finally sent me a note (cue the George
Strait music now) that would ask me to ‘be his
girlfriend’. We spent every last moment together
until graduation, before spending the next 6 years
of college long-distance.

We made a lot of sacrifices during that
time in our lives, including countless trips
home and to perspective campuses. It was
exhausting! Looking back though, it was
a blessing to focus on our future careers
without being each other’s distraction. Even
more, it was a blessing to triumph through
the challenges that long-distance brought.
Nearing the end of grad school, Wesley finally
asked me to marry him. After a lot of tears,

hugs, kisses, and ‘YES!’, the planning would
commence. Wesley immediately found our
beautiful venue and within a week it was
booked. Everything fell into place perfectly
until the the wedding day…
Saturday, February 28, 2015, 6:00 A.M., the
forecast read 100% chance of rain with highs
in the 40s. As I stood in my hotel room, with
my bridesmaids hugging me, I began to cry.
After 11 years together, I wanted nothing

more than the ‘perfect’ day; however, God’s
plan for perfect wasn’t the same as mine.
With the ceremony site moved into the barn
and jackets being passed around, we said I
do in front of all 300+ loved ones, posed for
the most wintery-inspired backdrop, and
enjoyed the best of BBQ. It was ‘perfect’.
We now live back home in Crystal River. We
look forward to growing our family soon and
raising them where their parents fell in love.
ncfbride.com
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F E A T U R E D

C E R E M O N Y

Blake and I
are high school
sweethearts.
We met
through
mutual friends
taylor newcomb
when I was a
and blake swann
sophomore and
he was a junior.
SEPTEMBER 19, 2015
Blake was from
Live Oak and I
was from Lake
City, so our relationship has always been long distance.
After Blake graduated from high school he moved away
to college to play baseball. Baseball to this day is a
major part of our lives.
June 2014 Blake was home for the summer. On a
Tuesday after I got home from work he asked me to go
to the baseball field with him where he played in high
school. I thought we were going to pick up his baseball
equipment. I walked up to the pitcher’s mound to pick
up the bucket of baseballs and there was a diamond
ring sitting in the bucket with the words “Will you
marry me?” written on the baseballs. After five years of
dating I had been waiting for that moment for what felt
like forever and it couldn’t have been more perfect.
After the summer ended Blake had to leave to go
back to college and he was very busy with school and
baseball. Even though it was hard with Blake not being
there to help me everything was worth it and turned
out perfect.
Our wedding day was everything I dreamed of and
more. We got married in Blake’s grandparent’s backyard
with our families there to witness our big day. The
weather was perfect and everything looked absolutely
gorgeous. After the wedding Blake and I moved to
Lakeland for Blake to finish up his last year of college
and baseball. We plan on moving back to Lake City
and buying our first home this summer and one day
starting a little family of our own.

4

Making it all happen:

Event Designer Imperial Productions
Photographer Holly Frazier Photography
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floral crowns

Angel Michele

stunningly gorgeous!

HAIR & MAKEUP ARTISTRY

Beauty Redefined

WEDDING FLORAL CROWNS

stylemepretty.com

before

EyElashEs/EyEbrows
sPECial oCCasion
airbrush MaKEuP

after

hair styling
Fashion
bridal
352.410.2866
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Klara Cu Photography

stylemepretty.com

have been on the rise and are in full
view this year. With the revival of
the bohemian inspired weddings,
brides are being decked out in floral
crowns, headbands and simple
floral hair decorations. From simple
baby’s breath to the regal rose – it’s
all gorgeous and we love it! Any
reputable florist can replicate or
assist in custom designing floral
headpieces for your wedding party!

www.AngelMicheleMakeupArtist.com

ncfbride.com
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SO WE MEET AGAIN

laura & austin
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F E A T U R E D

C E R E M O N Y

Austin and I
met in middle
school through
a mutual friend.
Our whole
group hung out
laura walker and
a lot and we
knew we had
austin jorris
a connection,
DECEMBER 22, 2015
but never gave
much thought
to it. Then it was
his senior year,
he graduated, he was single, and went on in life. Turns
out half a year later when my sister moved to Florida,
she moved into the same apartment complex as Austin.
It was a fifteen-minute drive from my house so I went to
see my sister often and started running into him more
and more. Little did I know that he was purposefully
parking to where I would see his truck Well it worked,
because in March of 2015, he asked me to go to the
beach with him and a few friends. After almost twelve
hours at the beach we realized there was more between
us than we thought. We were almost inseparable for the
last few months of my senior year.
Unfortunately, most of our relationship we were apart,
after my high school graduation. I went to college two
weeks later at University of Central Florida, which was
two and a half hours away from Jacksonville, where he
lived. I had known since high school that his dream was
to be an Airman in the United States Air Force. He finally
got his date to go to boot camp which was just a week
after I was going back to UCF for fall semester, I knew it
was going to be a rough 8 weeks. Our relationship grew
more in those eight weeks than the whole six and a half
years we had known each other. Finally the day came for
him to graduate so I could go and see him! He invited
my parents to go with his family to the graduation, but
only my mom could make the trip. Austin graduated
on Friday and Saturday we went to lunch on the San
Antonio Riverwalk with his family and my mom. Austin
proposed with everyone there! I cried and of course said
yes!
The wedding was everything we hoped it would be. St.
Augustine was the perfect place for us to get married,
since I had worked there along side my mom doing
wedding planning and that was where Austin and I had
always gone to the beach.

4

Making it all happen:
Venue The Lightner Museum
Dress Shop Daniel Thompson Bridal
Photographer Monarch Studio
Tuxedo Rental The Wedding Authority
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Engagement sessions are so
hot, hot, hot! This is your
opportunity to show the
world just how you and your
groom ROCK!

ENGAGEMENT SESSIONS

Your session should be nothing short of an absolutely
amazing day. Choose that Favorite Location. Nothing
speaks louder than location to express how you and he
feels about life. Or perhaps, choose several locations.
It’s your shoot!

Focus.

Just on each other. Let the true, inner love
each of you have for the other shine through. This is a
truly special moment in time. Focus on each other and
allow the camera to focus on you!

planning up to your photographer. As good as they are
– one thing they are not; mind readers. Share with them
your thoughts and ideas. Photographers so enjoy a bride
and groom that really engages with thought and process.

North Central Florida Bride Spring/Summer

have strangers who will be excited for you also. So don’t
pay them any attention. Who knows they are probably
remembering their own special day! Need people
to move so your photographer can get that special
angle? Most of the time you will find people to be very
accommodating to your needs.

Outfits. Take several. Don’t be shy about changing

clothes. This is the time for the both of you to enjoy a
“shoot” and it is all about the two of you. Be yourselves
and don’t worry!

USE THESE GREAT TIPS FOR A PERFECT ENGAGEMENT SHOOT

Photographer. Don’t leave the entire shoot

22

Public locations. Yes, public locations will

By doing so, you allow the photographer to truly capture
the essence of why this wonderful wedding day is truly
happening. So remember – it’s your engagement session,
and by following the tips above you will be able to enjoy
this exciting day with your special someone!

ncfbride.com
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WE FOUND FOREVER

lauren & matthew

F E A T U R E D

C E R E M O N Y

lauren douglas and
matthew york
APRIL 4, 2015

It was December 1, 2012. I asked Daddy to take
me to the ACC football championship for my
birthday. I just finished my surgery rotation in
Virginia and being a southern girl, needed to see
my Georgia Tech Yellow Jackets play. The miracle
was that two teams needed to be ineligible
for Tech to make that game. I posted a status
on Facebook that I was going to Charlotte and
a friend from Perry, Florida replied that she
would be there too. I had not seen her in close
to 20 years, when I moved from Perry to Baxley,
Georgia.
My family and I were enjoying the Georgia Tech
alumni tailgate when I got a text that she was
there. She snuck in, but they wouldn’t allow her
brother in since they were in Florida State attire.
So we went downstairs to catch up on each
other’s lives over a few drinks. She had a group
of people with her from Perry and we all spent
hours talking and laughing. One of those friends
was Matthew.
We did not exchange phone numbers, we went
on to the game. About a week later, Mom asked
me if I had heard from that guy I was talking to at
24
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the game. I told her no, all while thinking “why
would I hear from him?”. Mom looked at me and
said “That’s the guy you’re going to marry.” On
December 12th, I found him on Facebook and
wanted to apologize for sticking gold feathers in
his hair before the game. We were at dinner for
my parents anniversary when I heard back and
were in constant communication from that point.
A year and a half later in May, Matthew, a
mechanical engineer at Buckeye, was working
an outage and only had one day off in a span of
three weeks. He asked if I wanted to go fishing
down at the Gulf, I didn’t really want to go, but I
knew he needed some time to unwind. The sand
gnats were terrible, so we just sat in the truck and
watched the sun set. It was here, where he asked
me to marry him and spend the rest of our lives
together.
Georgia Tech may have lost that game on that
day in December, but I was okay with that,
because I won at life that day. Somehow it took
two people, who grew up in the same small
Florida town, traveling to Charlotte to cheer on
opposing teams to find “forever”.

4

Making it all happen:

Venue Sweetwater Branch Inn
Photographer Jimmy Ho Photography
Make Up Carly Sims
ncfbride.com
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F E A T U R E D

C E R E M O N Y

Krishton and I
were introduced
by one of my
coworkers not
long after I got a
job as a hostess at
kristyn roberts and
Texas Roadhouse.
A week later, I was
krishton neeley
actually calling
J A N UA RY 16, 2016
out of work,
claiming I was sick
so I wouldn’t miss
our first double
date. Love at first sight was an understatement! I knew
from day one that God had handpicked him just for me.
At the time, Krishton had just started teaching history at
a middle school in Lake City and I was working part time
while also attending college full time. It didn’t take long
for us to start throwing around the “L” word and making
plans for our future together. On May 1, 2015, Krishton
and his parents convinced me that we were going to take
family pictures, which were going to be put together as
a present for his grandmother’s birthday. Krishton and
I were standing together in a big field completely full
of wildflowers (which are my favorite) taking our turn
for pictures when Krishton kneels down and asks me to
marry him. It was absolutely gorgeous and something so
thoughtful, which still brings tears to my eyes to this day.

352-359-8762

www.EssenceEvents.net

4

Making it all happen:

Event Designer Imperial Productions
Photographer Shelly Williams
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Mobile DJ Services
Customized & Full Service

Serving North Florida 20 Years!

Rusty Bailey
Master Emcee/DJ

Call / Text

386-965-4940

baileysdj@gmail.com

28

North Central Florida Bride Spring/Summer

ncfbride.com

29

F E A T U R E D

LOVE IS IN THE AIR

rachel & zach

C E R E M O N Y

been talking on the phone I asked
Zach if he still loved me. His answer
still gives me goose bumps and are
the sweetest words I’ve ever heard.
His answer was “Only every second of
every minute of every day for the rest
rachel farnesi and
of my life”. Needless to say we started
zach yelko
planning our wedding the following
week,
and Zach started planning to
OC TOBER 10, 2015
move back to Florida. I can’t imagine
my life without my best friend and my
soul mate. Since I was about 10 years
old I dreamed of getting married at
Zach and I met my senior year in high
my Grandparents farm. My dream was
school through a mutual friend. We
coming
true. We took the old hay barn
instantly fell in love and spent every
that
my
great grandfather built and
day together. After three years of dating
turned it into a fairy tale. My family
Zach asked me to marry him after
hung 12 chandeliers, strung lights,
surprising me with a hot air balloon
poured concrete and worked every day
ride. About a year later Zach took a job
into transforming this into a beautiful
in Colorado and I had started working
venue that was filled with memories
as a cosmetologist and makeup artist so and lots of love. My papa, who is also
I stayed behind. We eventually broke up our pastor, married me and Zach. The
due to the long distance relationship
whole evening was just magical. A day
but always stayed in touch at least a
I will never forget. We are truly blessed
few times a week. One day after we’d
beyond measure.

4

Making it all happen:

Photographer The Reflections Studio
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Galvanized Metal Carry All

The Jewels:

White/Pink Gold
Diamond and Sapphire
Halo. Absolutely stunning!
Chastain Jewelers located
inside the Lake City Mall
in Lake City, Florida.

Bourbon &
Boweties

The Shoes: Gold Everything.

Find the perfect
accessories for you
and your bridesmaids
at Chastain Jewelers
located inside the Lake
City Mall in Lake City,
Florida.

Perfect for welcome packs or even favors at your wedding.
This carry-all can be used to for things like napkins,
condiment jars, silverware or a six pack of beer bottles.
Made of galvanized steel with six handy compartments
that keep everything separated with a large wooden
handle. www.shopagapanthus.com
Aggie Lane Antiqua Collection -

Large Pave Snuggy Earrings

John Medeiros is crafted by hand in the US of
rhodium and 14Kt gold which has a permanent
non-tarnish, easy care finish. Stones are prong set,
either Swarovski Crystal or Cubic Zirconium.

www.shopagapanthus.com

Whether it’s rose gold or
traditional gold, 2016 will see a
resurgence of gilded glitter and
rich embellishments that will bring
some bling to the wedding shoe.
www.weddedwonderland.com &
www.blog.apparelsearch.com

Julia Wired Drop
Earring Crystals;

Metallic wire.
Gold Hypoallergenic
French wire hooks
www.shopagapanthus.com

The Color: As with years

past Rose Quartz and Serenity,
will surely make their way into
weddings. But the real trend will
be pops of bold colors. Like in this
bouquet of beautiful florals and
greenery. See Lake City Florist for
custom designs.

SEACRET™
Mineral-Rich
Clarifying Mud
Mask is based on

Photo courtesy of: www.insideweddings.com

THE

SHE’S GOT

Pink Bikini Lip Gloss
Lucy B’s Tinted Lip Gloss is
made with smooth hydrating
natural anti-oxidant
emollients infused with
their signature, confidence
enhancing Australian Flower
Essences. Not tested on
animals.
www.shopagapanthus.com

an advanced formula
composed of Dead Sea
mineral mud that gently
purifies and cleans
clogged pores. Ideal
for pre-wedding beauty
preparation.
www.seacretspa.com

Breathe Eau De Parfum

A quick spray delights the senses.
Lovely bottle with charm adds a
feminine touch to her vanity.
www.shopagapanthus.com
FRAGRANCE NOTES:
A floral heart of ruffled Peony and White Lily
with sheer hints of fresh Grapefruit and Orange.

The Nails: A perfect wedding
nail design plays an important
part in your wedding look.
We chose a couple of our
favorite glamorous wedding
nail designs.

Photo Credit: www.prettydesigns.com

Mr. & Mrs. Favors

Celebrate a new union
with these strawberry and
champagne filled dark
chocolate truffles.
chocolatines.com

Let your personality and
style shine through with
some of North Central
Florida Bride Magazine’s
favorite beauty products,
jewelry, current trends
and gifts.
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Cover Bride Samantha Stitzel Lanier

Photo Courtesy of: Woodland Fields Photography
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I first saw
Josh when I
was fifteen
years old. I
was on a
school field
trip to see
emily bass &
The Crucible
at Lake City
josh blackmon
Community
J A N UA RY 16, 2016
College,
and Josh
was in the
cast. He
had no idea
I existed. I don’t remember him at all. Isn’t that
romantic? I promise—it gets better.
Ten years later, we finally met on that same stage,
and I can assure you, I remember every single detail
of that day. My students and I were in a community
production of Fiddler on the Roof, and during one of
the rehearsals, Josh and I were in a small group at
a table in the lobby of FGC. As we began to talk, I
realized that it felt like no one else was in the room.
I stayed cautious, not wanting to admit that I liked
him so much for fear that I was wrong about the
connection that I felt, but I could not deny that I
had never felt that way about anyone in my whole
life. We became friends throughout the show, and
after the last performance, I hoped that he would
ask me on a date. He didn’t. About three weeks
after the show had ended, I was lying in bed unable
to sleep, and I prayed until I felt peace about
everything. A few weeks later, Josh asked me out
on our first date.
Our third and fourth dates were meeting each
other’s families. We both knew pretty early on
that “this was it.” I remember my sister asked me
after about two weeks of dating, “You would marry
him right now if he asked, wouldn’t you?” I sort of
shrugged her off, telling her that would be insane.
But in my mind, it was an instant yes.
Even though I knew we would someday get
married, the proposal was a complete surprise to
me, so much so that when I saw him down on one
knee outside of the restaurant where we went on
our first date, I responded with a nearly incoherent
string of “Shut up! Is that real? Are you serious?”
Later, I had to ask Josh if I had actually said yes out
loud because the moment was so surreal, in the
best way possible.
When the doors of the church opened on our
wedding day, and I saw Josh at the end of the aisle,
I felt that same sensation that I felt the first time we
met. The rest of the world melted away, and I only
saw him.
F E A T U R E D

C E R E M O N Y

4

Making it all happen:

Cleopatra’s
Secret

SHARE THE SEACRET

Healthy skin starts at
-1388 feet below sea level.
Unlock ancient wisdom to give
your hair and skin a radiant
glow and silky soft feel on your
wedding day. The advanced
Seacret range of products
provides an ultra-luxurious
escape from that long to-do-list
before your big day so you look
and feel revived and refreshed
on your wedding day.
SEACRET, a fair trade and crueltyfree company, brings you a
complete line of hypoallergenic
skin and hair care products
enriched with the rejuvenating
powers of Dead Sea minerals.
We infuse our products with
active Dead Sea minerals,
essential oils, plant extracts,
and vitamins. But we don’t stop

been specifically formulated
to act as a supplement to his
Seacret skin care regimen to
there. Manufactured in Israel by
ensure that the unique skin care
L’Oreal, we’ve employed the most needs of men are met. His skin
advanced skin care technology
will look more toned and vibrant.
in the world, including
peptides, nanotechnology, and
For skin professionals, makeup
biomagnetism. This combination
artists, salons and spa’s, reseller
has been shown to produce
programs are available with
unexpected results in minutes.
no obligations or minimum
requirements.
The true secret to our success
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lies in the mineral-rich Dead
www.israelimade.info
Sea. For centuries, the Dead
Sea has attracted visitors from
(201) 448 7206
(Call or text)
around the world who seek its
therapeutic benefits. From King
Solomon and King David, to the
Queen of Sheba, King Herod,
and Cleopatra, this body of water
is recognized as the first ever
and longest standing source
of beauty. Still today, millions
of people travel there seeking
positive health and skin benefits
for various conditions such as
eczema, psoriasis, rosacea and
acne to name only a few.
For the groom, skin care might
be an afterthought. But that
doesn’t mean it’s any less
important. Our Men’s Line has

Photographer Holly Frazier
Photography
Venue Sweetwater Branch Inn
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F E A T U R E D

WHERE I FOUND YOU

chelsea & mike

C E R E M O N Y

Two English
majors from
opposite Florida
coasts, Mike
and I met at the
University of
chelsea johnston and
Florida in 2009.
As co-editors of
mike ostrov
Counterpoise,
OC TOBER 10, 2015
a local literary
journal, we
bonded onduty at farmers
markets and off-duty over live music. Falling for each
other was easy. We matched each other in wit and
culinary abilities. Mike’s levelheadedness balances my
Type-A energy. We both have great hair.
After graduating, we traded swamps for snows and
moved to Somerville, Massachusetts. I worked in
publishing as an associate acquisitions editor at Elsevier;
Mike mastered the arts at Emerson College. Together,
we explored New England, ran the Minuteman Trail,
picnicked in Nathaniel Hawthorne’s backyard, and cooked
our way through the seasons.
Eventually, winter got the best of us and we ventured
back down the East Coast. We settled in Tampa, where
I currently coordinate open-access journals at the USF
Library and Mike teaches at Keiser University.
Throughout all this, we planned our wedding. Knowing
when and where was easy. We would get married as our
relationship began – in autumn, in Gainesville.
We filled in the rest with details dear to ourselves
and the town. Before our rehearsal dinner, we spraypainted the 34th Street wall with our wedding party. My
“something borrowed” was my mom’s wedding ring and
my “something old” a piece of lace from her wedding
dress wrapping my bouquet. Our officiant had also
married Mike’s sister. My brother and Mike’s cousin gave
heartfelt and hilarious ceremony readings. Reception
entertainment was provided by local musician Samantha
Jones, whose concert we attended on our first date. My
dad and I choreographed a dance to a mash-up (that
Mike helped us assemble) of “Butterfly Kisses” and
the “Macarena.” We worked with Prange’s Florist on
arrangements that reminded us of the magnolias and
tillandsia-studded trees of our homes. My mom grew
succulents in rustic “C”- and “M”-shaped planters.
We danced and laughed with loved ones from near and
far. We couldn’t believe our luck.
Our wedding was amazing, but the months since have
been even better.

4

Making it all happen:

Photographer Kristin Kozelsky
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F E A T U R E D

E N G A G E M E N T

Ashton

y

Blaide

NOVEMBER 26, 2015

Ashton Martin and Blaide Crowder
Lake City Mall
38
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Background Photo Courtesy of: Jay Grubb Photography

Everything about the day of our
engagement was perfect. Blaide
decided to propose on Thanksgiving.
He knew I wanted our engagement to
be special and my family being apart
of that was very important to me. He
planned everything perfectly. We were
planning to go hunting the morning
after Thanksgiving so Blaide suggested
we shoot our bows after our family
lunch. He had written “Will you marry
me?” on top of the target and knew that
after shooting my bow I would walk up
to it and see what was written. I dreamt
about this day since I met Blaide and it
couldn’t have been any better. I can’t
wait to become his wife.

ncfbride.com
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REMBERT FARM

HIPPODROME THEATRE

THOMAS CENTER

Local
Extra
s
SUGAR
REFINED

Verve Studio

Verve Studio

The Gainesville area wedding
professionals are some of the best in
the nation. Happy planning and best
wishes for a happily ever after!

FARM & GARDEN
North Florida is known for its wild,
natural beauty, and there’s no better
place to host your outdoor wedding
than the stunning nature-scapes around
Gainesville. From the beautiful botanical,
bamboo and water lily settings at
Kanapaha Botanical Gardens to the
various “farm” venues found here,
couples will have no problem planning
their perfect wedding—be it Asianinspired among a bamboo forest or
rustic whimsy among the pastures, oak
tree canopies and stables at Little Forest
Farm. Another favorite is the versatile
40

North Central Florida Bride Spring/Summer

setting of The Barn at Rembert Farm. The
Barn is a popular location for couples to
mix that traditional wood barn look and
primitive landscape with some modern
elements and classic southern charm.
STATE PARKS
Many people don’t think of a state
park as being a wedding venue, but
many couples find O’Leno State Park is
perfect for an intimate, woodsy wedding
hosting guests overnight in numerous,
and affordable, on-site cabins along the
beautiful Santa Fe River. Closer to town
is Dudley Farm Historic State Park where

BEST WESTERN
GATEWAY GRAND

• Sugar Refined
25345 W Newberry Rd., Newberry, FL
(352) 472-9895
• Dream Day Cakes
6352 NW 18th Dr. Ste. 3
(352) 336-8955

THOMAS CENTER

couples say “I do” among the preserved,
historic wooden buildings and beautiful
peacocks that roam the grounds.
HOTEL & INN
Gainesville offers a number of bestin-class hotels, inns and bed &
breakfasts that are perfect for outof-town guests, and some are also
popular wedding locations as well. The
winner of numerous wedding venue
awards, Sweetwater Branch Inn is a
beautiful property that defines Victorian
romance and southern comfort, with a
touch of vintage charm and elegance.

phy

REMBERT FARM

Sweetwater makes it easy for couples
with ceremony, reception, dance hall,
delicious catering and accommodations
all provided in one lush garden
location. If you’re looking for an elegant,
Gainesville hotel site for your reception,
look no further than the Best Western
Gateway Grand Hotel. Their spacious
facilities are perfect for wedding
ceremonies, receptions, parties, showers
and rehearsal dinners. With over 8,000
sq. ft. of event space to accommodate
up to 300 guests, including a beautiful
outdoor lawn area, couples are always
perfectly pleased with this Wedding Wire

Spoiled M
u

tt Photogra

Courtesy of City of Gainesville PRCA.

KANAPAHA BOTANICAL GARDENS

Ryan Caffrey Photography

Footstone Photography

SWEETWATER BRANCH INN

• Prange’s Florist
16 E University Ave., Gainesville
(352) 335-0100

Jimmy Ho Photography

wedding

Foostone Photography

C Hill Photography

GAINESVILLE

Verve Studio

SWEETWATER BRANCH INN

• Kelly’s Kreations Gifts & Flowers
14911 Main St., Alachua, FL
(352) 575-5533

Ed Gallagher

your perfect

LITTLE FOREST FARM

• Celebrations Catering
904 N. Main Street, Gainesville, FL
(352) 377-0787

Botanical
Kanapaha
pet friendly
Gardens is ow Couture ~

y Bow W
~ Styled b
award-winning site.
HISTORIC
It’s no surprise why The Historic Thomas
Center is one of the most popular,
award-winning wedding venues in all
of North Florida. This Mediterranean
Revival-style building is the setting for
lush southern gardens, an original stone
water fountain and towering live oaks.
The Spanish Court, surrounded by a
colonnade and second-story Mezzanine
area opens to a full skylight. Wedding
ceremonies can take place in the West
Gardens or in the unique and

secluded Turtle Court with
its Romeo and Juliet style balcony. Just
a few miles South in Micanopy you’ll
discover another award-winning spot.
The Herlong Mansion Historic Inn &
Gardens offers the perfect backdrop
for a picturesque event. Whether a
sweet garden wedding or a lavish
tented reception, the Herlong’s lush
lawns, wide verandas, garden gazebo
and banquet building present ample
opportunity to customize your perfect
day.
ncfbride.com
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classic

Located right in the
heart of downtown, The
Hippodrome Theatre is
one of Gainesville’s most
unique event venues.
From the vintage Cinema
to the ever changing
Art Gallery, this one-ofa-kind historic space
is unparalleled in the
area. Large parties
are accommodated
in the basement, and
the non-restrictive
vendor policies make
this a perfect place to
make classic, timeless
memories.

Dazzle Your Reception With Our Hanging Cake Table.

GAINESVILLE
wedding

Dazzle Your Reception With Our Hanging Cake Table.

HIPPODROME THEATRE

Handmade Rentals

Verve Studio

Rental Décor for Weddings and More ... Making Your Events Unforgettable
Rental Décor for Weddings and More… Making Your Event Unforgettable.

handmaderentals.com
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Photo credits - Hanging Cake Table: Cake by Bliss Cakery, Photo by Richard Fleming Photography.
Bottom Left to Right: Krista Rae Photography, Veil Photography, Jax Wedding & Portrait/Tammy Sybelnik, Richard Fleming, Robert Max Photography.

Facebook.com/HandmadeRentals

904-705-2686

ncfbride.com
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Braughman Center • Photo Courtesy of: Esta Eberhardt

SOUTHERN PINES

PUTNAM LODGE
RESORT & SPA

Located in the heart of North Florida, Southern Pines is full of natural
charm, and certain to make your wedding memorable. Can't decide
between a Southern Elegant or Country Western themed wedding?
Here you can have either. Call Southern Pines, and make an
appointment to decide for yourself. Here you get married among the
tranquil surroundings of the pond, tall pines, and Live Oaks. The barn
seats up to 200, and offers the amenities you and your guests expect
for a romantic fun filled celebration.

Putnam Lodge Hotel and Spa in Cross City, FL. is part of a bygone era
in Florida's history. An elegant, two-story, 1920’s style lodge with
reconditioned pecky cypress paneling, it is considered a centerpiece
of Dixie County’s promotion of nature and heritage sites.

The Venue Directory

is designed to help you
select the perfect location
for your wedding and/or
reception, making your
wedding day the very
best it can be.

SANTA FE RIVER RANCH

PLANTATION ON
CRYSTAL RIVER

Enjoy the North Florida weather during the outdoor ceremony under
the oaks, next to the pond. Afterward you and your guests make way
to the barn for dinner and partying. It offers space for your
professional Disc Jockey, up-lighting and dancing. Consider
Southern Pines for your special day!

The Lodge, designated a Florida Historic Site, has 44 rooms which
includes 25 suites and standard and deluxe rooms for your wedding
party and guests. Venue amenities include the Serenity Spa, multiple
wedding sites, elegant furnishings, catering, Sunday champagne
brunch, custom menu design, personalized tray styling and
preparation, delicious and beautiful buffet and plate presentations,
bar accessories, beverage coordination and staff to customize your
wedding day plans. Additional activities include paintball and
billiards room. The Lodge is located between Gainesville and
Tallahassee on US 19 near the Gulf of Mexico.

386.623.2451

352.440.0414

southernpines

putnamlodge.com

SWEETWATER BRANCH INN

VISIT GAINESVILLE

Imagine your wedding and reception taking place amid lush gardens
with flowing fountains, strands of lights and inviting courtyards, all
with the convenience of a covered patio and elegant banquet hall.
The Sweetwater Branch Inn, located in the heart of hip downtown
Gainesville, offers the vintage backdrop of our Bed & Breakfast with
all the modern amenities you expect from a world class resort.

In Alachua County you can have the wedding of your dreams and a
lot of fun! Ride to your venue in style while your wedding party
pedals you to your destination, or as you and your beloved leave the
party. With the Florida Fun Bike you can even take the party with you!
There are many other travel options here too, so reach out to Visit
Gainesville today for all your Alachua County questions.

Each wedding provides an opportunity for a couple’s own special
touch, limited only by their imagination. SFRR’s team helps make
your special day perfect.

A hidden gem unlike any other, Plantation on Crystal River on Florida’s
Nature Coast is luxury at its finest. With more than 13,000 square feet of
event space to fit any wedding, rehearsal, reception or party need, the
Plantation overlooks Kings’ Bay. Featuring superb inside bar and dining,
outdoor Tiki bar, gorgeous wedding gazebo, spacious ballroom for
traditional weddings/receptions, stunning lagoon size pool, luxurious
rooms, golf course, water sports, swimming with manatees, spectacular
grounds with many beautiful outdoor wedding/reception sites and
surrounded by water on two sides, this venue offers warm Southern charm
with graceful indoor décor for your wedding party and guests. An
experienced professional wedding planner and staff make sure every
detail of your wedding runs smoothly and pleases even the most
discerning bride, at this Florida wedding destination unlike any other.

Your reception details are taken care of by our friendly and
knowledgeable staff who will help you create the wedding of your
dreams. With over 50 years of combined event and catering
experience, we can’t wait to help you plan your wedding, reception,
rehearsal dinner or other special event. You and your guests will be
treated to expert service, delicious food and an unforgettable affair.

From hotel room blocks to venues and local sites—we have you
covered. We can even provide your out-of-towners with the Official
Visitor Guide and other related information to ensure everyone has a
great time in and around Gainesville! Call us or find us online, and
follow us on social media!

352.317.0276

352.795.1605

352.373.6760

352.374.5260

Santa Fe River Ranch (SFRR) has a beautiful, natural setting for
weddings next to the Santa Fe River in North Central Florida. Dream
weddings do come true here. SFRR’s wedding facilities include a
grand, restored, historic barn with lantern-type lighting, rustic yet
updated hand-crafted bar adjoined by a brick patio courtyard and
fire pit. SFRR also features a timeless lodge and majestic oak tree
grove perfect for a magnificent outdoor wedding. The second huge
enclosed air conditioned barn features spiral staircases, a loft, large
dance floor and scenic views.

44

santaferiverranch.com

North Central Florida Bride Spring/Summer

PlantationOnCrystalRiver.com

sweetwaterinn.com

visitgainesville.com
ncfbride.com
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LIGHTNER MUSEUM

THE OPERA HOUSE UPSTAIRS

Formerly the Alcazar Hotel, the Lightner Museum continues the
tradition of providing unique spaces for special events. Recreational
facilities of the casino and the world’s largest indoor swimming pool
can accommodate sit down dinners, receptions, dancing, and a
variety of entertainment for up to 400 guests. A spacious outdoor
terrace, can be used for additional seating. The grand ballroom
gallery is suitable for cocktails or passed hors d’oevres. The front
lobby is perfect for a ceremony and light reception. The carefully
restored library and board room provide a quiet, elegant spot for an
intimate dinner or special celebration. For an incomparable
experience in a world-class setting that is listed on the Register of
Historic Places and has hosted celebrations for 125 years, consider
the Lightner Museum for your special event.

The Opera House is the perfect location for magical weddings and
rehearsal dinners. With room for 125 guests you will enjoy the
luxurious indoor venue, set in the historic charm of turn of the
century ambiance. With Heart of Pine floors, cypress wainscoting,
hand gilded ceiling, gold chandeliers, damask draperies, antique
piano and full bar, the Opera House is a stunning choice for your
event.

904.824.2874

386.454.1288

lightnermuseum.org

SPIRIT OF THE SWUANNEE
MUSIC PARK

AT THE GREAT OUTDOORS RESTAURANT

Our room charge includes everything to make your event special
including: high speed internet, Sirius surround sound, wireless
microphone, drop down screen projection, table linens and crystal
glassware. We will create a special menu for your event with our
award winning chefs. Find us online at www.operahousehs.com
and www.greatoutdoorsdining.com

info@greatoutdoorsdining

The BanqueT hall aT

ColumBia CounTy Fairgrounds

Music for Wedding Ceremonies...

Customized Wedding Receptions...

Music for any type of party!
The Spirit of the Suwannee Music Park’s elegant Grande Hall on the banks of
the famous Suwannee River features a beautiful wedding/reception facility
nestled underneath moss-laden trees with wrap-around porch and huge
deck overlooking the river. Inside, elegant staircases lead to the balcony
framed by ornate ironwork, the first floor custom-designed open fireplace
and splendid furnishings. Catering/wedding cake and designers/planners
available. A wedding deck overlooks the river for the ceremony/choose an
outdoor spot among nature or the rustic chapel on Reese Lake for a
spectacular wedding. A unique, modern tree house awaits honeymooners
while RV hookups and beautiful cabins are available for your guests. Email
Carol Walker at Carol@musicliveshere.com or call her at 386-365-0070.To
contact the park, email spirit@musicliveshere.com, call 386-364-1683 or go
to www.musicliveshere.com or facebook.com/SuwanneeRiverWeddings

386.364.1683
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Located at the Columbia County Fairgrounds in Lake City, FL, the
beautiful Banquet Hall has long served the community warmly
with space for weddings, receptions, banquets and more. Our
newly renovated, centrally located Banquet Hall with seating of
up to 500 guests and plenty of parking is available to make your
wedding or wedding reception everything you ever dreamed.
In addition a separate Reception Hall is also available with
seating for up to 150 guests. This venue is perfect for smaller
weddings, wedding receptions, bridal showers, rehearsal dinners,
and more. Please call for additional information or to schedule an
appointment.

386.752.8822

columbiacountyfair.org

SCOTT
CARROLL
Mobile Disc Jockey Service
Serving North Florida and South Georgia

386-623-0517
www.scottcarrolldj.com
ncfbride.com
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Crystal glassware and silver flatware
by Beyond Expectations
provided elegance to abound.

classic southern

Arrangements by
Flowers By Debbie
adorned the entire event..
even the Brides hairstyle.

Charm was in full effect with
pink & blush palette
by Kara Winslow Makeup Artist
and matching country couture
gown by Allure Bridal.

PHOTOGRAPHER
SincerelyGone Photography
MAKEUP
Kara Winslow

DRESS
Allure Bridal
HAIR
Jessica Howard
TABLE DECOR
Beyond Expectations
FLOWERS
Flowers By Debbie
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VENUE
Santa Fe River Ranch

Sincerely Gone
Photography
seized the day with
Santa Fe River Ranch
as the backdrop.
ncfbride.com
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F E A T U R E D

C E R E M O N Y

jena joray
& marty snipes
OC TOBER 23, 2015

Marty and I met at a mutual friend’s
going away party in January 2010.
There was a small group of people
outside and I knew everyone except
Marty, so I stuck out my hand and
introduced myself.That’s how it all
began and we have been inseparable
since!
Fast forward 5 years. We had planned
a ski trip with 6 other people to go
to Snowshoe, West Virginia. It was the
first time I had ever seen a substantial
amount of snow and my first time
skiing. We had been there two days
and Marty told me that one of our
friends wanted to go take a picture
on a ledge overlooking the mountain.
Everyone was taking pictures as a
couple. When it was our turn and
side by side, Marty all of a sudden
gets down on one knee and asks me
to marry him! One of the happiest days
of my life.
We got married on October 23, 2015 at
Riverside Baptist Church. Our church,
Elevate Life Church, is currently mobile,
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so we had to find another venue and
the church we chose could not have
been more gorgeous! Having my
dad walk me down the aisle will be
something I cherish forever. At our
reception we brought out glow in the
dark glasses, bracelets and necklaces
for our guests to dance the night away.
Marty and I both grew up about 2 miles
from each other. Marty has always
enjoyed hunting and fishing, while I
was more interested in shopping and
getting together with girlfriends. I have
a type A personality and am a planner,
while Marty is a relaxed, go with the
flow kind of guy. We have found that
opposites do attract and we always
have so much fun together in whatever
we do, whether it be fishing, diving, a
trip to the Keys, or just hanging out at
home. We are now working on small
projects around our house, while
continuing to stay active with our
church, hobbies and loving married
life!

4

Making it all happen:

Photographer
Holly Frazier Photography

伀氀搀Ⰰ 渀攀眀Ⰰ
戀漀爀爀漀眀攀搀Ⰰ
☀ 戀氀甀攀⸀
䐀漀渀ᤠ琀 昀漀爀最攀琀
琀栀攀 䈀䈀儀℀

ncfbride.com
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S
IICE

How to Make Your

Out of Town Guests

WOW YOUR WEDDING GUESTS WITH
HAND SCULPTED

		

BEAUTIFUL

SCULPTURES

Feel Extraordinary

Let’s be honest! Most brides want the out-of-town guests to feel welcomed and loved; these guests have gone to
exceptional lengths to attend your wedding. But in all the planning of the actual wedding itself – many
times it is an afterthought on what to do.
Here is a list that will help the busy bride make these guests feel loved
and special. Don’t wait until the last minute, start with these simple
ideas and your out-of-towners will love your Welcome Bag!

Start with the Bag or Basket. It can be as simple and
cute as a brown craft bag, or as elaborate as a woven
basket. It should be reflective of your wedding colors, style or
personality. This sets the tone!
Paul Johnston Photography

From lovebirds on a heart to a personalized ice bar
complete with a martini luge, ice sculptures create
eye-catching ice art for your reception that your
guests will not forget. Hit at the right light and melting
point, the glimmer from the ice is nothing less than
absolutely impressive.

Schedule of Events. This is so important. Out-ofTowners need to know what is happening. Be sure
and include places, times and event. A true itinerary for the
weekend. It’s also nice to have emergency numbers listed.
The closest emergency room, Walk-in clinic, near-by store to
replace forgotten items!

Pop in a few snacks and drinks. If you have a local
bakery (or engage a family or friend to bake) place a few
cookies, brownies or cupcakes in a cute bag for your guests to
enjoy. You will be starting the celebration early!
Brochures from your area. If your guests are staying
more than one day – choose to place a few brochures
on fun locations while in town. Place in their welcoming
bag your most favorite places. The brochures can be easily
obtained from most hotels.
Necessary toiletries. Don’t feel badly about placing
travel size toothpaste, hand soap, and such items in
the welcome bag. Guests really do forget these items!
(Peppermints are a nice touch too!)

A hand-sculpted ice display brings that lavish WOW
factor that you’re looking for on your special day.
Compared to other sorts of reception decorations
these present a great value and are all custom pieces.
If deep-sea fishing is important to your groom, skip
the groom’s cake and honor him with a sculpture of
his favorite activity. Or give your reception original flair
and drama with your new monogram on a customized
Waterford ice vase.
Ice sculptures are versatile and can play many roles
at your reception. They can be a part of the food
presentation, a major attraction at a martini bar, or
a photo opportunity for your guests. There are an
unlimited number of ways that you can integrate the
beauty of ice sculptures into your magical day.

L

The availability of ice sculptures is growing as new
technology makes it easier to make complex designs
faster. In Florida there are a dozen different artists
with a fleet of mobile coolers enabling the delivery of
sculptures nationally and to the Caribbean. The price
generally ranges from about $285 to $360 each based
on the detail of the design and the size.
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www.hwtm.com

Weddings ∂ Families ∂ Engagements ∂ Maternity ∂ Children’s Portraits

352-316-5688
www.SincerelyGonePhotography.com
ncfbride.com
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EVERY BRIDE NEEDS A RUNNER
LITERALLY!

Handmade Rentals

Brides have soooo much transpiring on the day of the wedding – and it all happens in about an 8-10-hour
time frame. Consider a runner! Yes, literally! She could be a niece, cousin or friend. Preferably someone that
can drive. Your maid (matron) of honor will be inundated with all the other details needing attention such as
“Where is Bella – she was supposed to be here 30 minutes ago!” and then she has to deal with “Hannah
Grace left her shoes at Grandmas!”
This is where the runner comes into play.
This person can immediately be of
assistance on this most hectic and
often stressful day of a bride’s life.
These are other ideas a “runner” could
do for you:

Let me help
you…
KEEPER
Your speech - She can keep your
speech on hand and deliver you
the written copy as needed.

ORGANIZER
To-go wboxes – Once again,
the runner to the rescue.
She can make sure you and
your groom will have a travel
box. Many times the bride
and groom does not eat
much during the reception.
Everyone is wanting hugs and
kisses and lots of loving! You
will so enjoy this treat later.

You're all set!
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Rental Décor for
Weddings and More ...

COLLECTOR
Overnight bag, etc. – The runner
can make sure your cell phone
charger actually makes it back into
the overnight bag, along with any
make-up and other items you used
during the day. Also, she makes
sure the overnight bag gets placed
in the correct vehicle!! You will so
thank her when you get where you
are going and all your items are
with you!

Making Your Events
Unforgettable

904.705.2686
handmaderentals.com

I've got
that….

..

FINDER
This is HUGE! A bride is always
needing someone and can’t leave
her dressing room. The runner is
so there for this function.

HELPER
Event Planner Liaison – this person
could also be a communication
between you and the Event Planner
or Director. You will be surrounded
by your bridal entourage and so
many family and friends. It will
be so pleasant to have a person
dedicated to “running” just for you.
This will allow you to make those
last minute decisions with comfort
and grace.
ncfbride.com
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4
WHEN YOU GET

ENGAGED
Decide on a budget.
Begin compiling names
and addresses for your
guest list.
Narrow down your
potential date to two or
three.
Research wedding
venues.
Create a wedding
website.

12

MONTHS

BEFORE

Hire a photographer.
Many photographers are
fully-booked, up to a
year in advance.
Begin shopping for
the dress!
Choose your bridal party
and attendants.
Finalize date after
considering venue and
photographer
availability.
Book a block of hotel
rooms for out-of-state
guests.

11

BEFORE

Decide on ceremony and
reception decor, colors,
etc.
Set up an appointment
with your florist.
Book your carterer.

10

MONTHS

BEFORE

North Central Florida Bride Spring/Summer

6

Let guests know if they
will making a speech,
doing a reading etc.

MONTHS

BEFORE

Renew passports if
necessary.

Make honeymoon
reservations.

Decide on order of
service (responsibilities,

Make hair and make up
appointments.

Start your gift registries.

Help your mother and
future month-in-law
with their outfits.

Decide on ceremony and
reception music.

9

MONTHS

BEFORE

Order the dress and have
all the alterations
completed.

8

MONTHS

BEFORE

Order your accessories.

(Veil, jewelry, shoes, etc.)

Send save the date cards.

Organize time off
from work for wedding/
honeymoon.

Order bridesmaids’
dresses.

Order the wedding cake.

Start planning your
honeymoon.
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Set your rehearsal dates.

Finalize the guest list.

Choose the officiant

BEFORE

Choose groom’s
attire and have
alterations completed.

A STEP-BY-STEP
GUIDE TO HELP
YOU PLAN YOUR
BIG DAY

MONTHS

MONTHS

5

MONTHS

BEFORE

Order favours.
Discuss menu with
caterer/venue.
Organize/plan
entertainment for
children at the reception.
(if you are planning to have
children attend).

Purchase wedding
gifts for each other and
the wedding party.
Make arragnements for
any rental items needed
for ceremony and
reception.

speeches, etc.)

3

MONTHS

BEFORE

Book accommodations
for your wedding night.
Organize itinerary for out
of town guests.
Plan dancing lessons for
yourself and groom.
(If needed).

2

MONTHS

BEFORE

Address, stamp and mail
the invitations.
Finalize the menu with
the caterer/venue.
Don’t forget about
drinks. If alcohol isn’t
included ask about
bringing your own.

6

WEEKS

BEFORE

Apply for marriage
license.
Confirm and finalize
quest numbers/list.
Organize bridal party’s
final fittings.
Make a seating plan

4

WEEKS

BEFORE

Purchase wedding
bands.
Confirm number of
bouquets, centerpieces
and boutonnieres with
florist.
Confirm all bookings/
appointments. Provide
emergency contact
numbers.
Make a list of everything
that needs to be
completed.

2

WEEKS

BEFORE

Get your marriage
license to the officiant.
Create a wedding
day schedule and give to
important parties

Wedding Day

SURVIVAL KIT
Deodorant
Pocket Tissues
Cotton Swabs
Band-Aids
Eye Drops
Nail Polish Remover
Nail Clippers
Nail File
Clear Nail Polish
Clothing Tape
Stain Remover
Safety Pins
Tweezers
Mini Toothbrush
Dental Floss
Travel Mouthwash
Hair Spray
Bobby Pins
Hairbrush/Comb
Lip Gloss
Concealer
Perfume
Bottles of Water
Phone List

(including photographer).

Give final guest head
count to the caterer.
confirm all vendors’
arrival or delivery times.
Create an emergency
contact list for all
vendors and give to
someone other than
bridal party members.

HAPPY
WEDDING
DAY!
ncfbride.com
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7

Simple tips for

The Maid
of Honor

1

Make sure you have a schedule of what’s
happening the day of the wedding. You can keep
the bride informed and she will not worry about
what’s happening. The other bridesmaids should depend
upon you for this information.

2

Have healthy but not messy snacks. Chocolate
is tasty – but it can ruin a dress! Apple juice from
fresh apples can do the same. So whatever you
choose – make sure it is in bite size pieces!

3

Bridesmaids contacts. As Maid of Honor it is your
responsibility to inform the other bridesmaids and
keep track of their schedules. If they are running
late, or other issues – you are their contact person. The
bride’s day is filled to the brim – this is your moment to
shine for her!

4
F E A T U R E D

C E R E M O N Y

rebecca sherrer &
terry pemberton
SEPTEMBER 26, 2015

Blind date? Who really does that anymore?
But this is where we found ourselves!
Terry worked with my friend’s husband and
she is the one who thought the blind date
would be an awesome idea. Our friends were
so full of honeymooners love; they just made
the perfect couple – and wanted to share
the magic! Our first date was to a comedy
show and we laughed until our sides hurt.
We had so much fun that evening. It was
incredible. This was the start of a laughterfilled relationship.
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A truly festive touch is to have a bit of sparkly
champagne, water or juice available for a toast
to the bride while dressing or just before leaving
for the actual event. This can be a calming moment for
everyone!

North Central Florida Bride Spring/Summer

I had two children when Terry and I met.
My daughter Brooklyn, still a baby, and my
son, Zachary was one. Terry took us all to
the aquarium as our first kid-date. It was a
total blast and they also fell in love with this
wonderful man who was so full of life and
energy. Terry had a real knack for dad-hood;
that was just “the icing on the cake” for me.
My thought was if any man can handle two
babies in the car for two hours and still have
fun – let’s just say I knew he was the one.
I am a hairdresser and Terry is a welder, both
natives to Lake City. Somehow we just kept
missing each other in this small country town.
Thank goodness for friends! We were married
almost three years later. So my advice is “If
your friend wants to set you up on a blind
date . . . just go for it!”

5

Music is a great way to get a party going with festive
fun. Small speakers are easy to pack and will be
worth the effort as the bride and her bridesmaids
are dressing. So be sure and get your playlist together and
rock it with your cell phone and speakers.

4

Making it all happen:

Florist Lake City Florist
Photographer Pish Posh Pixs
Venue Southern Pines

6
7

Make sure to have bottled water. That’s a given.

Be sure and ask the bride of other tasks that will
require your attention that day. The bride’s time
will be so stretched – she will need your assistance
greatly.

Now just jump in and enjoy this
perfectly awesome day with your best
friend – the BRIDE!
ncfbride.com
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F E A T U R E D

PERFECT TIMING

laura & thomas

C E R E M O N Y

We met, believe
it or not, at a
district science
fair, where
we were both
judges. Tom
laura stewart and
was working for
the Department
thomas lashley
of Education,
JUNE 20, 2015
and I was an
Instructional
Coach in
Columbia
County. We had seen each other at a couple of trainings,
but had never really met before that morning. During
the day, we had some conversation, and Tom later asked
if he could call me. I made Tom wait for a couple of
months before I gave him my phone number because
we were working together on a project and I felt it may
complicate work. I had been quietly observing Tom and
decided that he was something special. I gave him my
number on the last day of the project.
We began talking, and I told Tom I wanted to be friends
first, and things developed from there. It was an
interesting dynamic, because we were both divorced,
and each had children. One thing was evident though,
and that was that we had the same interests and an
evident chemistry. Tom remarked that he had never
really considered the idea of being best friends as
one cornerstone of a relationship, but he learned that
our connection was undeniably real. I think that we
both found each other at the very best time, when we
were both able to appreciate the other in a way that is
fulfilling, and maybe more than we could have before,
because of our experiences. Tom and I are best friends
and our love story truly blossomed from our friendship.
Our wedding day was simply perfect. We both
wanted a small intimate family wedding. Tom is
traditional and wanted a church ceremony. I wanted
something simple outdoors. The Baughman Center
was the perfect location for us because it has beautiful
panoramic windows showcasing views of Lake Alice and
a picturesque setting. It was simply gorgeous because
nature was in full splendor. Our favorite part of our
wedding ceremony was the family prayer. Our new
blended family held hands and our Pastor gave both a
prayer and a blessing for our new family.
We are blessed to live in a beautiful home in Columbia
County with our four children. Our family has flourished
in the past year and we have truly become a family,
Lashley party of 6.

4

Making it all happen:

Photographer Captured Memories by Esta
Make Up Artist Kara Winslow
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SILKY SIREN
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Vintage Inspiration

A slinky pearl silk gown evokes the
ease and sophistication of the Gatsby
era. The gown serves as the perfect
blank slate for any bride who loves bold
accessories. A petal belt, pearl necklace
and/or a whimsical headpiece.
ncfbride.com
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Feathered headpieces? Pearls

on pearls? Lace and Silk? This
bridal season jazz up your
wedding gown with glamourous
1920’s inspired gowns and
accessories!
BLUSHING BRIDE
Why not opt for a delicate pop of color by incorporating
blush into your bridal look? This is a very soft, and
delicate look. A white laced bodice and silk skirt gown,
paired with a floral-feather fascinator is the back drop for
a hand-beaded belt and a gorgeous bouquet. All being in
complimentary blush tones.

EARTH ANGEL
Radiate an aura of demure feminism by pairing nostalgic
designs with bold, modern accessories. Here we see the
bride exude the heavenly decadence of the roaring 20’s.
An ivory silk gown, paired with a tulle veil, while still
maintaining modesty with a hand-beaded crystal and
pearl bolero. Stunning!
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The creative team of the inspiration shoot
“Gatsby in the Gardens”, was inspired by
the concept of a modern-day Daisy on her
wedding day in the 21st Century. Inspired
is the key word in describing the style of
the shoot. A bride should be inspired to
take certain elements, an accessory or hairstyle perhaps and incorporate this into
“her” special day. Our “Gatsby” bride
would not yearn for the spotlight, for she
is already accustomed to being the center
of attention. So instead she looks to lush
natural locales, such as Kanapaha Botanical
Gardens, for intimacy and seclusion on
her big day. The “Gatsby” Bride would
also seek a one-of-a-kind custom bridal
gown. Therefore, the creative team looked
to Daniel Thompson Bridals tucked away
in the heart of St. Augustine to set the tone
for this timeless shoot. For the perfect
“Gatsby”-esque touch, we sourced the most
luxurious accessories from A Bridal Boutique
in Gainesville. The knowledgeable staff
expertly assisted in the styling accessories
required. Gorgeous jeweled and feathered
belts, boleros, headpieces and necklaces were
secured that pulled together this fabulous
“Gatsby In the Gardens” Inspiration Shoot.

ncfbride.com
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SHOW STOPPER
Your wedding day is no time to be a wall
flower! Opting for this eye-catching, yet classic
look, will be sure to be nothing less than jaw
dropping. All eyes will be on you walking
down the aisle by donning this full-floral lace
mermaid-silhouette gown and matching lace
trimmed veil.

GATSBY BELIEVED IN
tHE GREEN LIGHT
In Fitzgerald’s novel, the color green
represented hope for Gatsby, and for a bride
it can mean the same. Hope and trust for
a future being bold and bright. For the
unconventional bride seeking this hope,
nothing speaks louder than considering this
emerald crushed velvet gown with dramatic
draping and jewel shoulder embellishments.
Completing this magnificent look is a
marabou feathered hair clip.
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UNLEASHED BEAUTY
How complimentary is the wedding
with man’s best friend - or should we say
woman’s? This Gatsby bride showcases
a lovely cream gown of netting on the
bodice and long sleeves. The iridescent
bejeweled collar and hemline at the
sleeves are stunning. The self-covered
buttons cascading down the entire back
completes the look of this gown. An
elegant feathered teardrop fascinator is
all that is needed to finish the look and
of course, her best friend!

Banquet Hall

Banquet Facilities
Weddings
Banquet Hall

Receptions
Reunions
Seminars
Trade Shows
Company Parties

INSPIRATION CREATIVE TEAM

Stylist: Kevin Huynh
Photographer: The Reflections Studio
Fashion Assistant: Joe Gonzalez
Florist: The Plant Shoppe
Makeup: Kara Winslow

Hair: Sabrina Johns
Wedding Gowns: Daniel Thompson Bridals
Wedding Accessories: A Bridal Boutique
Models: Anna Bedford, Victoria Lee
& Sarah Parmenter

Meetings
Reception Center

Available for up to 500 Guests
Prep Kitchen | Spacious Parking | Centrally Located

Poodle: Kinda

Reception Center Also Available
1,600 sq ft | Up to 100 Guests

AT COLUMBIA COUNTY FAIRGROUNDS

438 SW State Road 247 Lake City, Florida 32055
386 752 8822
www.ColumbiaCountyFair.org
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Photography by Holly Frazier Photography
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F E A T U R E D

C E R E M O N Y

Our love story
really began
before we were
even born. Our
grandfathers
grew up
jennifer stubbs and
together in
the historic
james clayton
duck pond
NOVEMBER 14, 2015
neighborhood
in Gainesville,
Florida before
it was “historic”.
They remained friends and as they had children, their
children became best friends, and as our parents had
children, we all became friends. I grew up in Lake
County, so I would only get to be a part of this unique
friendship during special occasions. Fast forward a few
years, I had started college in Gainesville, and Trey had
decided to attend Auburn University. We somehow
became really good friends and somehow the distance
between us, drew us even closer together. If neither
of us were busy we would spend hours on the phone
talking or video chatting until one of us finally needed
to get some schoolwork done, or the other one was
ready for bed. We would talk about everything together
and slowly we became best friends. We couldn’t go a
day without talking with each other. We would text in
class or talk when we should be studying, or even be
those annoying people at parties who would just text
on their phones instead of socializing with others. We
did all this and we weren’t even dating! Something
had to change. Soon Trey would make trips back to
Gainesville on the weekends and we would find time
for just the two of us. It took Trey asking a few times,
but I finally agreed to date him. After all it was going to
affect both of our families, so it was a big decision. Our
relationship grew from there.
I attended Auburn University a year later and our
college love story began. We fell in love in that small
college town in front of the backdrop of football games,
frat parties, and long weekend adventures. Our love
grew and of course led to an engagement. A really
long engagement, a year and half engagement to be
exact. Trey still had to finish college and we wanted to
make sure that the wedding was everything that we
had dreamed of, so slowly the date got pushed back. As
with most things in life, anything worth having is worth
waiting for. It was just as true for our wedding! It was
the most amazing day! When we had our first look it was
as if everything had stopped and there was not a more
perfect moment.

4

BEST FRIENDS FOREVER

jennifer & james
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Making it all happen:

Venue Santa Fe River Ranch
Event Designer Keith Watson Events
Make Up Kara Winslow
Photographer Footstone Photography
ncfbride.com
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F E A T U R E D

C E R E M O N Y

Carson was the
first person I met
at Flagler College,
where we were
both students. I was
instantly impressed
riley smithey &
by his beard, can
you blame me? He
carson sailor
was so kind and
DECEMBER 19, 2015
funny, I knew I
wanted to get to
know him better!
We quickly became
close friends and
loved to explore St. Augustine together.
Unfortunately, Carson seemed to believe that I was the
perfect girl for his best friend! After months of us remaining
friends and looking for love in other places, we realized the
perfect person for us was there the entire time.
Carson, being the hopeless romantic that he is, asked me
out to our first date on Magnolia Street in St. Augustine in
the middle of the pouring rain. I couldn’t make this up if I
tried!
We began dating and were enjoying every second of it! But
change was quickly approaching for us. Carson was set to
graduate from Flagler College in December 2014 and had
been accepted to graduate school at Appalachian State
University in Boone, NC. Carson knew he wasn’t going to
move out of the state without putting a ring on my finger!
He then began planning the most romantic proposal he
could think of, all unbeknownst to me.
My birthday was right after Christmas and Carson suggested
that instead of presents, we take a trip to Charleston, SC
instead! Our first stop was the beautiful Magnolia Plantation
located on the Ashley River. On the front porch of the Big
House, Carson surprised me with two Kate Spade bangles!
One of which said “Cut the Cake,” “Throw the Confetti,” “Toss
the Bouquet,” and “Kiss the Bride.” When I looked up, there
was Carson on one knee with a ring in his hand. Of course I
said yes! When I stood up, right in front of us the whole time
was both of our families!
We set our wedding date to be one week after my
Graduation from Flagler College in December 2015 (talk
about a busy holiday season!). We both knew we wanted
our wedding to be as southern as we are! Some of these
southern touches included making unity sweet tea instead
of a candle or sand, monograms, corn hole, and the most
southern of all, a pound cake bar! We are so happy we had
our friends and families come together and help make our
wedding day perfect.
Carson and I are currently living in Boone, North Carolina as
both of us start our careers. We plan on going wherever the
wind takes us, but fingers crossed that wind always blows
South.

4

Making it all happen:

Venue Southern Pines
Photographer Holly Frazier Photography
Music Bailey’s Mobile DJ Services
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Inspiration

A

Floral

Affair

lake City Florist
www.MyLakeCityFlorist.com
Details:
Floral arrangements: lake City Florist
PhotograPhy: Pish Posh Pixs
ncfbride.com
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F E A T U R E D

C E R E M O N Y

We met in college
at the University of
Florida. We were
not in the same year
or the same major
– he’s two years
brea alotaya &
older. I majored
in anthropology
theodore urbano
while he in nursing.
SEPTEMBER 26, 2015
But, we were both
part of a cultural
organization
on campus: The
Filipino Student Association. Mabuhay! So we bumped
into each other over the course of my freshman year. I
unknowingly wooed him with junk food. We were at dance
practice and I was eating shrimp chips. I noticed him
looking over and I offered him some. Ever since that junk
food moment, he always made it a point to talk to me. I
wasn’t aware of him the same way he was aware of me, not
at first. A month after casually hanging out I realized I kept
hoping that the little dings from my phone were from him,
or I would scan the crowd for his figure. You’d think after
my “aha – I like this guy” moment we’d immediately start
dating. But, both Theo and I are very shy and reserved. And
it took another 5 months for us to start dating. After his
graduation, Theo joined the Air Force and moved to Biloxi,
MS while I stayed in Gainesville. Long distance was difficult,
especially during the first few months, but we adjusted. It
made good practice for later on because after I graduated,
Theo got tasked to deploy to Afghanistan. It was during
deployment that Theo decided he wanted to marry me. He
kept hearing from co-workers or patients about how the
strain of deployment ended their relationships. A week
after Theo came back home, we took a trip to Key Largo,
which Theo disguised as his “I Earned It” vacation. The
entire trip, Theo was nervous – fidgeting and stuttering.
And always, always asking if I loved him, which I replied,
“Yes, stop asking me that.” One night, we went out to dinner
and walked out along the pier afterwards. At this point,
I was still clueless. Even with all the picture taking, his
insistence that we dress up, I still had no idea what was
going on. It wasn’t until we were sitting on a hammock
and Theo said my name, “Brea.” He never calls me that. It’s
always “babe” or even “you there.” I started stuttering and
leaning back away from him, freaking out. And that’s when
he asked me to marry him.

4

Making it all happen:

Make Up Artist Angel Michele
Photographer Klara Cu
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EVENT DESIGN

The Resource Directory
is the central location to easily locate
contact information for all of our North
Central Florida Bride vendors.
Each directory listing features a brief
informative paragraph, along with a
phone number, and email address or
website to best make contact
with each vendor.

FLORIST
See our ads on pages 43 & 55

Handmade Rentals

Lake City Florist

Handmade Rentals is a husband and wife team that focuses
on making your Pinterest dreams a reality. They offer
custom built décor that you rill love for your wedding, event
or photo shoot.

See our ads on pages 58, 59, 73

Magical weddings don’t just happen. Lake City florist has
a team ready to turn your dreams into reality! Using high
quality products and updated technology they create all
styles of floral presentations.

The professional service with a personal understanding of
how important your day is makes Handmade Rentals the
perfect team to create a memorable experience without a
huge expense!

LCF provides service options and rental items. Schedule
your free consultation and enjoy our professional service.
Experience the magic! LCF is family owned and operated.

facebook/HandmadeRetnals 904.705.2686

mylakecityflorist.com

EVENT PLANNER

GIFT REGISTRY
See our ads on pages 16 & 20

Photo Courtesy of: Holly Frazier

The Wedding Authority

Planning the perfect wedding can take months or just one
phone call. At The Wedding Authority we pride ourselves on
providing our Brides and Grooms the most elegant wedding
with the utmost professionalism.

theweddingauthority.com

CATERING
See our ads on pages 20, 27 & 68

Sonny’s BBQ

Daniel Thompson Bridals

Planning a wedding, business meeting or other special
event? From 10 to 10,000, in your backyard or at your formal
black tie event, we can cater to you! Looking for a whole
hog, elegant smoked salmon or an idea of your own?

After designing custom bridal gowns for 35 years in New
York City Daniel has made his home in St. Augustine. He
looks forward to working with you to create the gown of
your dreams.

Call us today! Serving Alachua, Belleview, Bushnell,
Inverness, Jacksonville, Lake City, Leesburg, Ocala, Orange
Park and The Villages.

Daniel also creates Mother-of-the-Bride and Mother-ofthe-Groom attire, Christening gowns * Bar-Mitzvah & BatMitzvah dresses and Evening Wear for any ocassion.

danielthompsonbridals.com

See our ad on page 51

Boutique and Gift Registry of Agapanthus in Tioga Town
Center. Find tableware, barware, cookware and home
accents. Select from top brands and unique finds for a
wedding gift registry that reflects your style of living.
Online and in store. Follow us on Facebook & Instagram!

sonnysbbq.com/catering

904.217.7982

877.766.6971

ENTERTAINMENT

Heirloom Bridal
Consignment Shop

By Appointment Only.

heirloombridalshop@gmail.com 904.329-2343

Scott Carroll
Mobile Disc Jockey Service

Scott Carroll has been a professional DJ & MC since 1983.
Licensed and Insured with a music library including Oldies
to Current radio hits. Serving North Florida and South
Georgia. He provides music for any type of party including
wedding ceremony & reception.
Customizing your wedding experience requires more than
just music, it requires fun and entertainment. Be sure to call
Scott before booking your next DJ.

scottcarrolldj.com
See our ad on page 55

Valerie’s Bridal Boutique

dresses, wedding veils and accessories to North Florida
brides and parties. They are committed to superior service
dress that captivates your audience on your very special
day.
SPOSA, White One, Jasmine, Sincerity Bridal, Mary’s, Da
Vinci & Mariell-Accessories.

valeriesboutiquejacksonville 904.374.2825
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At Essence Events our mission is to bring your vision to a
reality. Helping you to make your most treasured day an
experience of a lifetime.
To achieve this we will help you navigate through your ideas,
offering creative budget saving solutions while ensuring a
stress free, well organized and timely event.

Keith Watson Events
See our ad on page 47

Heirloom Bridal is a bridal consignment shop owned and
operated in Jacksonville, FL. We carry a variety of new,
sample, and once wed wedding dresses for the budget
conscious bride. We want to help every bride find their
dream dress for less. Please call or email us to make an
appointment to buy or consign your wedding dress. Find us
on Facebook - heirloombridals.

Essence Events

essenceevents.net

386.623.0517
See our ads on pages 29 & 72

352.359.8762
See our ad on page 71

We are a full service design group specializing in weddings,
social, and corporate events. Cohesive creativity is our touchstone, and no detail goes unconsidered—be it stunning
florals, custom invitations, dramatic lighting and draping, or
full event planning.
We infuse our vast resources and passion into the design
and planning to ensure your wedding is both unique and
seamless.

keithwatsonevents.com

Featuring: Juliska Mariposa Simon Pearce. Vietri Kate Spade
Vera Wang Monique Lhullier Waterford Wedgwood Lenox
Good Earth Fiesta Villeroy and Boch.

904.826.0166
See our ad on page 27

352.264.8814

See our ads on pages 3 & 18

Aggie Lane

With four packages to choose from depending on your
unique needs and budget contact them today to schedule
an appointment.

BRIDAL SHOP

386.755.8798

ShopAgapanthus.com

HAIR & MAKEUP
See our ads on pages 17 & 74

Angel Michele Hair
& Makeup Artistry

Congratulations on your upcoming wedding! Angel Michele
Hair & Makeup Artistry is who you want to have at your side
on your big day. Arriving on-location with lights, director
chairs, powder, paint, curlers, wands, clips & tricks; all you
have to do is sit back and relax.
We will put the same care and attention into your makeover
as you put into planning your big day.

angelmichelemakeupartist.com 352.410.2866
See our ad on page 24

Beauty By Carly

Carly Sims is a talented Hair and Makeup Artist serving the
Gainesville and North Florida region with years of service
helping brides and their parties look and feel beautiful.
Whether its in Headlines Salon where she works, or on site
the day of she will be with you to provide the desired look
for and your personal style.
Carly wants you to be the most beautiful version of yourself
possible. Find out how she can do this for you and your
entire party. Give her a call, text or email today to discuss
your upcoming event.

carly.L.sims@gmail.com

FASHION APPAREL

904.705-2686

352.494.8043

See our ads on pages 48, 55, 60, 68 & 71

Bailey’s Mobile DJ Service

Fifi’s Fine Resale Apparel

Kara Winslow Makeup Artist

DJ Services. We have two decades of experience and can
provide you with a perfectly memorable event. We will
customize your playlist using music from any era or genre.
We know you will remember how you purchased the best
experience possible.

The Fifi’s location in St. Augustine offers designer Mens,
Women and Plus Size clothing and accessories. We offer
top designer brands at affordable prices, that’s what makes
Fifi’s unique. Lisa Wetteland, Owner is always available to
discuss your upcoming event needs.

Kara Winslow - Makeup Artist has over 15 years experience
in the beauty, bridal and entertainment industries. Kara is
based in Gainesville, but travels throughout the country.
She is also a spokes model and the official USA makeup
artist for ybf beauty on the Home Shopping Network.

Located at 247 San Marco Avenue, St. Augustine, FL 32084.
Stop in and see why wearing our reputation is so important
to us.

Kara travels to you and stays through the entire ceremony
to help you and your bridal party feel their most beautiful.

Please feel free to call us today for a complementary
consultation.

baileysDJ@gmal.com

386.965.4940

904.827.9005

karawinslow.com

321.356.3116
ncfbride.com
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Reubel Fine Jewelry

HAIR & MAKEUP

See our ad on page 62

The Art of Romance collection captures the essence of true
love. When it has to be the best there is no other jeweler to
turn to then award winning Frank Reubel.

See our ads on pages 13 & 47

Michele Renee The Studio

Frank’s custom designs will fit your budget, and also
provide the exceptional unique quality that you want in the
engagement ring and wedding bands.

You want to look amazing your wedding day. Michele
Renee makes it happen with airbrush, hair and makeup
artistry, up-do’s, spray tans and eye lashes.
With several artists willing to beautify your entire party she
is the one to call about you looking and feeling spectacular
on the big day!

frankreubeldesigns.com

386.761.6945

VENUE

PHOTOGRAPHY
See our ad on page 15

LHM Photography

Lightner Museum

LHM Photography is a North Central Florida based wedding
Photographer run by award winning photojournalist Laurie
Hice Michaelson.

The Lightner Museum is housed in the former Alcazar Hotel,
which was built in 1888 by Henry Morrison Flagler. Now,
the beautifully restored Grand Ballroom Gallery overlooks
the drained swimming pool which can accommodate 400
wedding guests.

LHM Photography specializes in curated lifestyle and strives
to document your big day in a way you can cherish for a
lifetime.

PHOTO BOOTH
michelereneethestudio.com 813.531.7770

lhmphotos.com

HEALTH & BEAUTY
See our ad on page 51

GeGee’s Studio

Swamp Shots is your local professional photo booth rental
service. We love making fun memories that last a lifetime.
We guarantee your 100% satisfaction.

GeGee’s Studio is dedicated to service and value. All of our
licensed specialists sincerely enjoy what we do and it is
reflective on the smiles and repeat business of our clients.
We promise individual attention and great value for all of
our customers.

We feature industry leading state of the art booths,
computers, software, cameras and printers to provide
you the best. We provide you with personalized and
unsurpassed attention before, during and after your event.
Call us today!

We are where it begins with personal, and we aim to make
your special day it’s very best by focusing on you. Because
“Your Image is our Image”.

GeGees.com

386.758.2088

The Spa On Marion

your body to perfection. Our specially designed Facials, Hair
Removal, Couples Massage & Spa Parties are the perfect pre
wedding treat.
Your wedding is the most important event of your life,
pamper yourself at The Spa on Marion before and after the
ceremony. You deserve it!

thespaonmarion.com

swampshotsllc.com

386.719.8887

Philip Marcel Photography
It’s your special day-hire an experienced photographer who
you can trust. I’ve shot countless weddings all over Florida,
up the east coast and throughout the country.
My team and I provide photography and cinematography
services that deliver dynamic images to wow my clientele.

See our ads on pages 17 & 60

Captured Memories by Esta
With a passion for all things beautiful, I take pride in
capturing your day how you want it to be remembered.
Whether your wedding is big or small, your day should
be captured by someone who cares about quality and
attention to detail.
With over 5 years of experience, you can relax knowing that
our team will be there for every special moment. Call today
to reserve your wedding day.

See our ads on pages 1, 34, 50 & 72

(Call or Text) 201.448.7206

Holly Frazier Photography
As a lover of brides and grooms, marriage and details,
it is only natural that I have such a passion for wedding
photography. I believe it is truly an honor being invited to
document a wedding day and capturing moments that you
will treasure for years to come.
I strive not only to build personal relationships with my
couples, but to tell their story in a unique way that best
captures the spark that makes the wedding memorable.

hollyfrazier.com

JEWELRY
See our ads on pages 38 & 47

757.348.8655

Sincerely Gone Photography
Sincerely Gone Photography strives to capture the joy,
happiness and elation of your wedding day.

386.623.3024

See our ads on pages 23, 45 & 75

Putnam Lodge Resort & Spa

www.putnamlodge.com

The Reflections Studio
As a premier, wedding photography boutique, The
Reflections Studio specializes in romantic & dreamy
wedding images, as well as, wedding videography to tell
the most perfect story of your day!
Let TRS take you on an incredible journey to create the most
amazing wedding portraits as well as engagement, bridal,
groomal & trash-the-dress images.

TheReflectionsStudio.com

904.259.9500

See our ads on pages 13, 44, 48, 71 & Back Cover

Santa Fe River Ranch
This beautiful, natural setting is approximately 1750 acres
located along the Santa Fe River in North Central Florida. It
boasts picturesque views in a tranquil environment.
The ranch is a favorite location for weddings and other
special events. Facilities include a restored show barn, a
new enclosed, air conditioned and heated barn complete
with a loft, large beautiful chandelier and spiral staircases,
a timeless lodge, and majestic oak trees.

sanataferiverranch.com

TUXEDO RENTAL

See our ads on pages 5, 36 & 37

Chastain Jewelers has been in business in Lake City for over
20 years in the Lake City Mall. We specialize in fine jewelry
for all occasions. We have some of the most beautiful,
stunning bridal sets around.

352.256.6842

With several tux collections including Michael Kors, Stephen
Geofrrey, Tony Bowls and Lord West to choose from you are

btbrides.com

352.317.0276

See our ads on pages 29, 45 & 58

Your groom and groomsmen have to look their best at your
wedding. Black Tie Formals serving North East Florida will
make that happen.

www.kozelsky.ninja

352.440.0414

See our ads on pages 31 & 68

Black Tie Formals

North Central Florida Bride Spring/Summer

352.795.1605

Our Staff works closely with brides to plan your wedding.
Call or email putnamlodge@gmail.com for details.

Email kristin@kozelsky.ninja to discuss your wedding.
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PlantationOnCrystalRiver.com

sincerelygonephotography.com 352.316.5688

Our goal is to create a collection of photographs crafted
and curated specifically for each client. Kristin is deeply
honored that her work has been described as timeless,
unexpected, beautiful, honest, thoughtful, poignant, and
genuine. Couples of any background, orientation, religion,
and ethnicity are welcomed with open arms.

386.961.8000

Plantation on Crystal River is a Florida wedding destination
in western Central Florida known as a perfect resort where
you and your wedding party may enjoy water sports, golf,
the gorgeous pool, a spa, fantastic wedding/reception
sites, delicious food, two bars, superb rooms, Southern

I look forward to being your wedding photographer!

I look forward to building personal relationships with my
couples, and telling their love story in a unique way.

Kristin Kozelsky, Photographer

facebook/Chastain-Jewlers

Plantation On Crystal River

Located in Cross City, FL, Putnam Lodge is a Florida Historic
Site. The 1920’s style, two-story lodge has 44 rooms
including 25 suites plus standard and deluxe guest rooms.
Amenities include the Serenity Spa, paint ball, elegant
furnishings, dining, custom menu design, personalized
food presentations & outdoor bar.

Chastain Jewelers

We make “New Beginnings” special.

See our ads on pages 4 & 44

See our ads on pages 48 & 53

See our ad on page 35

israelimade.info

904.824.2874

352.519.1011

PHOTOGRAPHY

Seacret

Manufactured in Israel by L’Oreal, they have employed
the most advanced skin care technology in the world,
including peptides, nanotechnology, and biomagnetism.
This combination has been shown to produce unexpected
results in minutes.

lightnermuseum.org

wedding needs.

capturedmemoriesbyesta.com 386.623.0111

On your wedding day its important to look your best.
Seacret’s advanced range of hypoallerginc dead sea salt
based beauty products will make that happen.

For an incomparable experience in a world-class setting,
consider the Lightner Museum for your special event.
Be a part of history. Host your wedding at the Lightner

See our ad on page 7

pmfoto.com

See our ad on page 29

You deserve a luxurious spa with Five Star rating from Spa

352.262.2294

See our ad on page 22

Swamp Shots

See our ads on pages 20, 46 & Inside Back Cover

904.241.9420

Southern Pines
Southern Pines timber framed barn and surrounding
grounds are the perfect place for a charming rustic wedding.
The barn has seating space for approximately 200 guest,
prep kitchen and a dressing room for the bride.
Celebrate your wedding ceremony with family and friends
under the beautiful old oak trees Southern Pines offers a
beautiful setting for your wedding and reception

bielling4@bellsouth.net

386.623.2451

ncfbride.com

79

VENUE
See our ads on pages Inside Front Cover & 46

Spirit of the Suwannee Music Park
Our outstanding facilities and service provide an exceptional
value for your wedding. We will help coordinate your plans,
recommend excellent suppliers and suggest exciting and
innovative touches that will enhance your wedding day.
We also have cabins available for your out of town guests
and even a unique Tree House for the perfect honeymoon.
Contact Carroll Walker today.

MusicLivesHere.com

Calling All
Brides & Grooms

386.364.1683

See our ads on pages 11, 24, 34, & 45

Sweetwater Branch Inn
Nestled in hip downtown Gainesville, Sweetwater Branch
Inn’s lush, manicured gardens complete with a colonnade
and gazebo flourish beside the spacious McKenzie Reception
Hall - capable of hosting an on-site reception for up to 250
guests.

Discover how to have your
Wedding or Engagement featured in the
North Central Florida Bride Magazine

With delicious custom catering and 20 suites & cottages
for guests, Sweetwater is your already gorgeous total
package.
Pure: Photography by Lindsay Tropf

sweetwaterinn.com

352.373.6760
See our ad on page 46 & 69

The Banquet Hall At
Columbia County Fairgrounds

The Reception Hall at the Columbia County Fairgrounds is
centrally located, newly renovated, seats up to 100, has a
small kitchen, cool colors, and great lighting.
The Reception Hall is a great choice for any event, perfect
for small weddings, rehearsal dinners, bridal showers, class
reunions, baby showers or small business functions. Call
today for booking schedule.

columbiacountyfair.org

386.752.8822

See our ads on pages 40 - 42 & 45

Visit Gainesville
Visit Gainesville is your one-stop resource for all your visitor’s
questions. From information on our top-notch hotels,
historic inns and bed-and-breakfast accommodations to
great local fare and attractions, you’ll find everything you
need for your perfect day in Alachua County.
Follow us on social media!

visitgainesville.com

Don’t miss your chance
to showcase your special day in
our 2016 Fall/Winter Issue
Contact Mantha Young at
Mantha@lcadv.net
386.792.4050

352.374.5260

VIDEOGRAPHY
See our ad on page 39

The Reflections Studio
As a premier, wedding photography boutique, The Reflections
Studio specializes in romantic & dreamy wedding images, as well
as, wedding videography to tell the most perfect story of your day!
Let TRS take you on an incredible journey to create the most amazing
wedding portraits as well as engagement, bridal, groomal, trashthe-dress & boudoir images.
www.TheReflectionsStudio.com
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North Central Florida Bride Spring/Summer

(904) 259-9500

Jennifer & James
Footstone Photography

