flos Angeles Times S i

REAL ESTATE

KF

b

SERE
4

Sunday, January 8, 2006

Fraze HARRIBON Geity Images
IWRRT: A Westside move for
‘tacey Dash, of “Clueless” fame.

She’s clued
in to the
Jig view .

JyRuTHRYON
et Slaff Writer

Stacey Dash, who made her
sature-film breakthrough in &
upporting role in “Clueless"
1995) and went on to appear
fith Gwyneth Paltrow and
“hristina Applegate in “View
from the Top” (2003), now has
1er own view not. far from the
op of a luxury high-rise.

BShe has leased a Westside
ondo that has views from Cen-

fox Studios and a short freewny

Dash, 39, Is known for her
wori in the film “Clueless,” a role
the continued to play in the TV
serfes based on the movie that
sired from 1896 to 99, first on.
ABC and then UPN. She played
Dionne, a Beverly Hills teen who
ihares a passion for fashion with
1er best friend, Cher (Alicia Sil-
rerstone). Dash, & real-life pal of

3ilverstone and actress Brittany

Murphy (Tl in the “Clueless”
1lm), will appear with Michelle
Pleiffer in the upcoming movie I
Could Never Be Your Woman.”

Elaine Dannenberg of Pru-
ential California, Beverly Hills,
represented Dash in her lease;
Drew Mandile and Brooke
Enapp of Sotheby’s Interna-
tional Realty, Beverly Hills, had
‘he listing.

]
Roseanne has

left the ranch
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LESS BTRESS: Steve Handelman went from Ch th

to downl Los Angeles apariment dweller, culting his

Upside of scaling down

By not living in the biggest house they can afford, some buy themselves peace of mind.

By CHUCE GREENR
Special fo The Times

N a rapidly appreciating market, there’s an unspoken pressure to buy the

most expensive, budget-stretching home one can possibly afford. But not
everyone does. v

For some, bigger isn't necessarily better. They prefer to spend their

money on travel, save more for retirement or simply work less — and take

great pleasure in reducing the bite that housing takes from their pay-

checks,
Janine Micucel and her husband, Denny Beaubien, are content to remain in
their 1907 Victorlan home in L.A s West Adams area, which Micucci, 45, bought In

" 1999 before ghe married.

*As a single woman, it was what I could afford,” she said of the neighborhood
that some considered “questionable” at the time. “A 1ot of people told me It prob-
ably wasn't a good idea. But it turned out to be very good thing to do.”

Micucel and Beaubien value the perks of living in a home priced below what
they can afford now as a two-income household, “We're comfortable and we get to
take nice trips,” said Micuecl, an event producer. Begubien worlks as & designer. “If
‘we bought a more expensive home, sc would get sacrificed.”

For others, it's not vacations but their gwn comfort that trumps all. “For some
people, it might be a matter of too much house and yard," says Jack Kyser, chief
economist of the Los Angeles County Economic Development Corp. “As you get
oldet and your house gets older, you're going to have more things to deal with."
Eighty percent of California home buyers who made more than $100,000 a year
spent aslittle as 10% to 20% of their income on housing In 2003, according to a study
conducted last year by the Public Policy Institute of California.

“I think it's a lifestyle choice,” said Hans Johnson, a demographer for the insti-
tute. “In some cases, they have kids, so their decision is associated with spending
more on day care and schools. In other cases, people just want more money to

BRIAR VANDERBRUG Los Angeles Times
FORMER HOME: In 2004, Handelman sold this 2,300-square-foot house for '
about $600,000. He now rents an apartment one-third the size on Bunker Hill.

spend on vacations and going out to eat. For others, the decision to spend lessona
house allows them to invest in other assets, Including stocks and retirement ac-
counts.” :

For Steve Handelman, it was the commute that pushed him to relocate in 2004
from the 2,300-square-foot home he owned in Chatsworth to a one-bedroom rental
apartment about a third the size in the Hillarea of T Lo Angel

After five years of commuting an hour and a half each way, he said he reached
the point where he was willing to live with less space  [See Downsizing, Page Kif}
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Less is often more for downsizi

{Downsizing, from Page K11
if i meant less time traveling to
and from his job.

“Before, T'd leave my house at  §

sbout 7 in the moming and
sometimes I wouldn't get home
until7 or 8 at night,” said the sin-
peﬂ-ym—old.whomwwﬂkﬂo
work and even goes home for
Junch, “It was pretty exhaust-

‘Handelman, a utilities engi-
neer for the state, likes making
the most of his leisure time now
that household chores are no
relegated to the weekend.

*I have more free time during
the week_ I can go home and do
other “things, like fix dinner,
watch television and clean,” he
said. “Life's a lot less compli-
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Ityou're planning to move down: ﬁ‘:
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' Avold the temptation to sink all your funds into the new place. el
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whole economic instability right  drec’s schools, thelr doctors,.;
now,” he said, "1 don't think :
they're 50 o

muting expenses,

almost fully fund his 401(k) and
employer-based retirement
plans, .

-mnjult.mﬂmhndhrd.mthnq
apartment, Tm not that wor-
rled.” i -
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