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Pastor’s Ponderings
Dear friends,
All of us have heard the saying, “Seeing is Believing.” But have you thought about
this one? “Believing is seeing…” This is a statement of faith. It is also a statement of vision
and creating with God. All Christmas season we read stories, sing songs and proclaim with
the Angels in Scripture and around us: “Peace on Earth, Goodwill to all.” But do we believe
that peace is really possible? We look around our little church, remember how it once was,
and perhaps think, “That was then, this is now. It’s not possible to grow…” And so, we seem
to say, “I’ll believe it when I see it,” not thinking that maybe the way we see things actually
has a hand the future. In our personal lives, maybe we think becoming healthy is a faraway
dream, or forgiving someone in our family who is estranged is impossible, or being forgiven,
for that matter. Whether it’s getting out of debt, achieving peace in our hearts, or having good
relationships with all God’s children, how we see will steer and have everything to do with
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how things evolve and change.
I was a student of someone who used to say, “Most people look at others’ “stuff,”
their weaknesses, faults or shortcomings, never thinking about who they really are. Your job
is to see who it is they really are, and leave all that “stuff” alone.” This was a question of
seeing, of vision, of faith (and humility). I have watched many “enemies” become friends by
practicing this discipline. It is only in my prayer to see them differently that the miracle occurs. Many things that brought me sorrow or anxiety I have asked God to empower me to see
differently. It has never brought me any good result to feel guilty. It has never given me any
satisfaction to react in anger or to play the “victim card.” Only by prayer and softening my
outlook on things have I ever been able to achieve the results for which I longed. It was perhaps not what exactly what I had pictured; usually it was better! This is true not just for individuals, but is true for families and communities, leaders, organizations and nations everywhere. By being willing to see differently, things have the possibility of transforming from a
burden to a blessing.
Whatever you may be struggling with, whatever you have put up with or
considered hopeless, in this New Year I urge you to ask God to help you see things the way
she does. Ask him for vision; speak only of possibility, never hopelessness. Encourage one
another to do the same. Instead of New Year’s resolutions, draw closer to the One who makes
all things possible. Let the words, “Believing is seeing” become your mantra. And watch
your world take on new beauty and shine. My love and blessings to you in the New Year and
always,

Pastor Julie
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IMPORTANT NEW INFORMATION ABOUT THE TCC TRUMPET
IN OUR ATTEMPT TO REDUCE MAILING COSTS, WE HAVE REVIEWED
DIFFERENT WAYS TO DISTRIBUTE THE NEWSLETTER AND CONTINUE A MONTHLY
PUBLICATION OF EVENTS HAPPENING AT TCC.
Below are the choices going forward.
1) Many members and friends choose to pick up their TRUMPET at church.
2) Other members and friends prefer to read the TRUMPET on our church website. We can
send you an email link as a reminder, or just check it yourself on the first of the month
(tccnorthfield.org).
3) Other members and friends prefer to receive the TRUMPET at their home via US Mail.
Mailing expenses are going up beginning this month, January, 2019. If you would like the
TRUMPET mailed to your home, Please call the Office 413 498-5839, leave a message or speak to
Marilyn. We ask for a $7.00 contribution to cover the postage costs.
If we do not hear from you, we will assume you have chosen Option 1 or 2.

Thank you !!

Book Review: Just Mercy: A Story of Justice and Redemption, by Bryan Stevenson, 2014
A number of TCC folks read this book and then got together in November for breakfast and
discussion. Do consider putting it on your reading list, if for no other reason than the topic which is
unfairness in the U.S. justice system, false convictions, botched executions, and on and on. Stevenson’s
style is very accessible, a memoir with lots of personal description by this activist lawyer. Below there’s a
brief review of the book using material published by Ted Conover in the New York Times of October 14,
2014.
“Bryan Stevenson grew up poor in Delaware. His great-grandparents had been slaves in Virginia.
His grandfather was murdered in a Philadelphia housing project when Stevenson was a teenager.
Stevenson attended Eastern College (now Eastern University), a Christian institution outside Philadelphia
and then Harvard Law School. Afterward he began representing poor clients in the South, first in Georgia
and then in Alabama, where he was a co-founder of the Equal Justice Initiative.
Just Mercy focuses mainly on that work and those clients. Its narrative backbone is the story of
Walter McMillian, whom Stevenson began representing in the late 1980s, when he was on death row for
killing a young white woman in Monroeville, Ala., the hometown of Harper Lee. Monroeville has long
promoted its connection with To Kill a Mockingbird, which is about a black man falsely accused of the
rape of a white woman. Walter McMillian had never heard of the book and had scarcely been in trouble
with the law. He had, however, been having an affair with a white woman and Stevenson makes a
persuasive case that it made McMillian, who cut timber for a living, vulnerable to prosecution.
McMillians ordeal is a good subject for Stevenson, first of all because it was so outrageous. The
reader quickly comes to root for McMillian as authorities gin up a case against him, ignore the many
eyewitnesses who were with him at a church fund-raiser at his home when the murder took place, and send
him – before trial – to death row in the state pen. When the almost entirely white jury returns a sentence of
life in prison, the judge, named Robert E. Lee Key, takes it upon himself to convert it to the death penalty.
Luckily, you don’t have to read too long to start cheering for this man. Against tremendous odds,
Stevenson has worked to free scores of people from wrongful or excessive punishment, arguing five times
before the Supreme Court. And, as it happens, the book extols not his nobility but that of the cause and
reads like a call to action for all that remains to be done. The message of this book, hammered home by
dramatic examples . . . is that evil can be overcome, a difference can be made.”
You can buy Just Mercy in paperback or get it from the library – makes a great gift too.
Happy reading. Sue McGowan

Ted Thornton

View From the Agora
Temple of Hephaestus, Agora, Athens - Photo: Ted Thornton
Paul says in Acts 17:22 - “People of Athens, I can see that in every way you
are very religious.” In this column we explore the many ways people are and have been religious.
One of my favorite cartoons features a pilgrim who climbs a steep mountain in search of a sage
who can tell him the meaning of life. Reaching the summit, he finds the guru sitting lotus style next to a red sports
car, saying, “The meaning of life is the next mountain over; I teach auto mechanics.”
So, can we find the meaning of life or not? Can we discover why things happen as they do? Historian
Elaine Pagels has a new book out: Why Religion? She was moved to write it because of a pair of terrible tragedies.
First, her son Mark died at age six from a rare disease. Then, a year later her husband Heinz died in a
mountaineering accident leaving her to raise their two other small children alone.
As she moved through her whirlwind of grief and suffering, Pagels suddenly remembered a key line from a
book I used to teach my students: Viktor Frankl, Man’s Search for Meaning . Captive in a Nazi death camp, which he
survived, Frankl eventually became aware there was one thing no one could take away from him, not even the
Nazis: his freedom to choose how to deal with whatever was happening to him. He wrote, “What was really needed
was a fundamental change in our attitude toward life...it did not really matter what we expected from life, but
rather what life expected from us.” To put it another way,stop searching for the meaning of life; what matters is not
the questions we ask of life, but rather the questions life asks of us.
Pagels tells the painful story of her quest to overcome her twin experiences of deep loss. Her choice of title
becomes apparent in the final chapters where she discusses how her faith and her scholarly work helped her
discover that the key to healing and wholeness is realizing and affirming the interconnectedness of all aspects of life.
Our task, Pagels writes, is to create meaning, not find it. She cites the example of Mary of Paris who chose
to respond to the death of her six-year old daughter by dedicating her life to hiding Jewish French children from the
Nazis. Her final act was one of compassionate self-sacrifice: arrested and sent to a death camp herself, she changed
places with another victim destined for the gas chamber thus assuring that person a chance at surviving at least a
while longer. Maria was a Russian Orthodox Christian who is revered as a saint by her church.
Pagels describes her turning point this way: “What first we must come to know is that we cannot fully know
God, since that Source far transcends our understanding. But, what we can know is that we’re intimately connected
with that divine Source, since [and here she quotes Acts 17:28, my favorite passage in all scripture] “in Him we live
and move and have our being.” Being inside something means we can never fully see (nor completely comprehend)
the whole thing we’re inside of. We must rely on faith at the point understanding fails us. Dostoevsky, who once
faced a firing squad in a mock execution, said, “There is only one thing that I dread: not to be worthy of my
sufferings.”
At the end of the Book of Job, our protagonist gets no answers to his questions of why he suffers. Instead,
God responds by throwing a barrage of questions at him beginning with “Where were you when I laid the
foundation of the earth?” I used to ask my students to count the number of question marks in God’s lengthy
“answer” to Job in chapters 38-41 (I reckon forty of them). You and I may never suffer the same kinds or degrees of
experiences as Frankl, Maria of Paris, or Elaine Pagels; yet, God (“Life”) will ask each of us how we will respond to
whatever comes our way.

NON PROFIT
US POSTAGE PAID
PERMIT #391
GREENFIELD, MA
01301
T RI NI T ARI AN CO NG RE G A T I O NAL
CH URCH

147 Main Street, Northfield, MA
Northfield, MA 01360
Rev. Julie G. Olmsted, Pastor/Teacher:
937 409-1375
Marilyn Gabriel, Adm. Asst.,
Business Office hours: Tues/Wed/Thu 9-2
413-498-5839
Pastor e-mail: revjgo@verizon.net
Office e-mail: busoff147@gmail.com

We are on the Web:
tccnorthfield.org

CHURCH LEADERSHIP

DEACONS

CHURCH CABINET

Rev. Julie G. Olmsted, Pastor/Teacher

Linda Leavis

Pastor

Sue McGowan, Moderator

Martha Morse

Moderator

Heather Tower, Choir Director

Ruth Johnson

Clerk

Gwen Trelle & Kathy Wright,

Marion Scott

Treasurers & Asst. Treasurer

Co-Treasurers

Bob Scott

Trustees, Chair

Polly Billiel Asst. to Treasurers

Ruth Cinseruli

Diaconate, Chair

Lynn Foster & Martha Morse

Randy Foster

Music, Chair

Diaconate Co-Chairs

Lynn Foster

Stewardship, Chair

Joanne McGee, Mission Cmte Chair

Gail Bedard

Missions, Chair

Patter Field, Music Comm. Chair

Joe Bedard

Chris Harris, Piano/Organ Accompanist

Pat Shearer

Marion Scott, Clerk

TRUSTEES

Ted Thornton, Webmaster

Kathy Wright, Chair
Fred Billiel, Bob Scott
Tammy Pelletier, Sexton

