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Earl Culmer was born in Houston, Texas in 1924.  Earl grew up in the Heights and attended Reagan High School.  Culmer joined the Marine Corps in March 1943.   He attended Boot Camp in San Diego.  Later, he was sent to the navel Air Station Alameda and then Camp Pendleton where the 26th Marine Regiment was formed.  He was then sent to Hawaii for further training at Camp Tarawa.

Culmer was assigned to the Alpha Company, 1st Battalion, 26th Marine Regiment, 5th Marine Division as a B.A.R.-man.  He landed on Iwo Jima on February 19th, 1945 on the Red Beach One.  Culmer was awarded the Bronze Star with a combat ‘V’ for acts of bravery on February 20th.  On his 10th day on the island, he was struck by artillery shrapnel and evacuated off the island.  He later received a Purple Heart for his wounds.

After returning home Culmer married Ethel McGinnis.  They continued their life in the Houston area where they raised two children.  Culmer was a life member of Heights Christian Church and is still an active member, as well as serving for many years as the Chairman of the Board.  Continuing his service to his community, Earl has been a board member on the HUD Housing Projects and was very active in the building of Heights Towers, Heights House, and many others.  He still serves on these boards today.

After retiring from Commercial Real Estate, Culmer retired and traveled worldwide with Ethel to ss the lifestyles of China, North America, Canada, Morocco, Portugal, Spain, England, the Caribbean and the list goes on.

Earl Culmer passed away on October 23, 2015.  We were honored to have this hero on our V-J Day flight in 2015.  He was a true hero, we are forever grateful to him for his service to this country, and honored to have known him.
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