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Chapter 1 ɀ Vinings Context  
 

 
 

Introduction  
 
In March 2011, the Board of Commissioners requested the Cobb County Community Development Agency, Planning Division to 
undertake a master planning process for Vinings.  This planning project began with efforts of the Vinings community which had 
expressed interest in creating long range strategies for Vinings.  While many studies have been done on areas surrounding and 
adjoining Vinings (particularly in and for the Cumberland Community Improvement District), none of have focused solely on the 
issues related to the core of Vinings and the residents and businesses that reside there.  These issues are wide-ranging that include 
land use, transportation, historic preservation, natural resources and maintaining a sense of place.  Vinings is unique in that it has a 
historic core that has developed into a high-end, low density residential community that is now surrounded by more intense and 
ÈÉÇÈÅÒ ÄÅÎÓÉÔÙ ÕÓÅÓȢ  4ÈÅÓÅ ÌÁÎÄ ÕÓÅ ÉÓÓÕÅÓȟ ÁÌÏÎÇ ×ÉÔÈ 6ÉÎÉÎÇÓȭ ÐÒÉÍÅ ÌÏÃÁÔÉÏÎȟ ÈÁÓ ÌÅÄ ÔÏ ÏÔÈÅÒ ÃÈÁÌÌÅÎÇÅÓ ×ÉÔÈ ÔÒÁÆÆÉÃ ÂÅÉng the most 
dominant.  The goal of the Vinings Vision Plan is to ascertain the most prevalent issues through public input, data analysis, field visits 
and existing conditions analysis, determine an overall vision through a concept plan and provide recommendations how to accomplish 
the vision, both in the short-term and the long-term.   
 

Community Character  
 
Vinings is where history, charm, and tradition meet modern metropolitan living.  
!ÌÔÈÏÕÇÈ ÔÈÅ Ȱvillageȱ has never been incorporated, there has always been a strong 
sense of identity associated with the area by its residents and businesses.  
 
The intersection of Paces Ferry Road and Paces Mill Road act as the village center, in 
history, culture, and entertainment. To the southwest of this corner is the Vinings 
Jubilee, a shopping center that opened in the mid-1980s. It features small boutiques 
and restaurants built in the style of a fairly walkable village. Instead of a strip style 
shoppiÎÇ ÃÅÎÔÅÒȟ ȰDowntown Viningsȱ, as the shopping center has affectionately been 
called, is broken into approximately 10 different buildings each fronted with parking. 
A diverse collection of businesses are located along the Paces Ferry corridor, from 
Paces Mill Road towards I-285.  
 
4ÈÅ ÏÔÈÅÒ ÔÈÒÅÅ ÃÏÒÎÅÒÓ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ 0ÁÃÅÓ &ÅÒÒÙȾ0ÁÃÅ -ÉÌÌ ÉÎÔÅÒÓÅÃÔÉÏÎ ÃÏÎÔÁÉÎ ÔÈÒÅÅ ÏÆ 6ÉÎÉÎÇÓȭ ÈÉÓÔÏÒÉÃ ÂÕÉÌÄÉÎÇÓȡ ÔÈÅ Old Vinings Inn, the 
Yarborough House, and the Vest-Hodge House. Located nearby is the Pace House, the home of Solomon Pace, son of Hardy Pace who 

Old Vinings Inn 
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was the founder of Vinings. Vinings Crossing, now serving a heavily used CSX rail line, historically served travelers coming into Vinings 
or points north via train. 
 
Although Vinings is a well established community, growth over time has provided a varied collection of housing styles through natural 
evolution. Over time, some residential structures have been torn down and replaced. This infill development has continued the trend 
of creating a diversified market-based housing stock. Streets are typically narrower than is seen in many new developments and the 
tree growth provides a distinct character to the community design. While the infrastructure is not entirely suburban in form, there are 
many cul-de-sacs and dead ends throughout the neighborhoods of Vinings. 
 
In some areas, traffic threatens this quaint environment. Growth pressure from the north and west from Cumberland and Smyrna 
have led to many more vehicles using roads in and around Vinings to get to areas beyond. Without action, more development could 
increase congestion and lower the quality of life Vinings residents have come to appreciate. 
 
This plan is a strategic approach to preserve the history, culture, and charm of Vinings, taking opportunities to improve on those 
things, while also preparing for growth and its potential effects on the community.  
 

Community Building  
 
As Vinings is unincorporated, there is no formal governmental body specific to the village. However, there are several community 
organizations serving the residents of Vinings. These organizations promote the culture, history, and social aspects of its members and 
the community.  
 
The Vinings (ÏÍÅÏ×ÎÅÒȭÓ !ÓÓÏÃÉÁÔÉÏÎȟ ÔÈÅ #ÉÖÉÃ #ÌÕÂȟ ÔÈÅ 7ÏÍÅÎȭÓ #ÌÕÂȟ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ 6ÉÎÉÎÇÓ (ÉÓÔÏÒÉÃ 0ÒÅÓÅÒÖÁÔÉÏÎ 3ÏÃÉÅÔÙ are the 

principal  groups. Each of these organizations meets periodically to enhance 
cooperation between their members. Still there is no one group, or single place that 
residents can causally stay informed about the community. Neither is there a way to 
adequately grasp, organize, or manage community stakeholders other than at the 
county level. Included in the Appendix are details on each of the existing Vinings 
Community Organizations.  
 

Vinings History  
 
Vinings has a unique history that ranges from Native American settlements to the 
arrival of pioneers to the rise of railroads to the Civil War to the development and 
growth in Cobb County during and after World War II. 

 Pace  House 
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The history of Vinings traces back to the presence of Native Americans in the area, particularly both Creeks and Cherokees.  Cobb 
County was created in 1832 with the Land Lottery that distributed land in northwest Georgia to white settlers.  In 1838, considered 
the origin of Vinings, Hardy Pace arrived in the area and quickly established himself near the Chattahoochee River.  Pace eventually 
had a ferry, grist mill, inn and post office.   
 
The Western & Atlantic Railroad began construction of tracks between !ÔÌÁÎÔÁ ÁÎÄ -ÁÒÉÅÔÔÁ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ρψσπÓȢ  4ÈÅ ÁÒÅÁ ÁÒÏÕÎÄ Ȱ0ÁÃÅȭÓ 
#ÒÏÓÓÒÏÁÄÓȱ ÂÅÃÁÍÅ Á ÃÏÎÓÔÒÕÃÔÉÏÎ ÃÁÍÐ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ÒÁÉÌÒÏÁÄȢ  7ÉÌÌÉÁÍ (Ȣ 6ÉÎÉÎÇȟ Á ÃÉÖÉÌ ÅÎÇÉÎÅÅÒȟ ÁÒÒÉÖÅÄ ÔÏ ÄÅÓÉÇÎ Á ÔÒÅÓÔÌÅ ÆÏr the 
railroad.  A railroad stop remained at the construction camp and ÔÈÅ ÁÒÅÁ ÂÅÃÁÍÅ ËÎÏ×Î ÁÓ 6ÉÎÉÎÇȭÓ 3ÔÁÔÉÏÎȢ   
 
$ÕÒÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ #ÉÖÉÌ 7ÁÒȟ 6ÉÎÉÎÇȭÓ 3ÔÁÔÉÏÎ ×ÁÓ ÏÃÃÕÐÉÅÄ ÂÙ 5ÎÉÏÎ ÆÏÒÃÅÓ ÉÎ *ÕÌÙ ρψφτ ÁÓ ÔÈÅÙ ÐÒÅÐÁÒÅÄ ÔÏ ÃÒÏÓÓ ÔÈÅ #ÈÁÔÔÁÈÏÏÃÈÅÅ River.  
Hardy Pace fled to Milledgeville, Georgia, where he died.  His house was destroyed by a fire.   
 
4ÈÅ ×ÏÒÄ Ȱ3ÔÁÔÉÏÎȱ ×ÁÓ ÅÖÅÎÔÕÁÌÌÙ ÄÒÏÐÐÅÄ ÆÒÏÍ ÔÈÅ ÎÁÍÅȢ  Vinings survived the Civil War and began to expand around the railroad 
stop.  Along with the growth Cobb County during and after World War II, Vinings began to grow into the affluent residential 
community that is known today. 
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Regional Context 
 
Vinings is ideally located in the Atlanta 
region, with easy access to I-75, I-285 and 
Cobb Parkway (U.S. 41).  It is close to 
major employment centers such as 
Perimeter Mall, Cumberland Mall, 
Buckhead, Midtown and Downtown 
Atlanta.  Vinings has easy access to 
Hartsfield-Jackson Atlanta International 
Airport.  It is also close to other 
communities in the region like Decatur, 
Marietta, and North Fulton.   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Map 1 
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Local Context 
 
Vinings is located in the southeast part of 
Cobb County inside of I-285.  It is south of the 
Cumberland Community Improvement 
District (CID), east of Smyrna, northeast of 
Mableton and adjacent to the City of Atlanta 
Buckhead neighborhood.  Due to its location, 
Vinings acts as a gateway to the county from 
the southeast.  People entering Cobb County 
from the southeast via I-285, I-75 or Cobb 
Parkway are encountering Vinings or areas 
adjacent to it. 
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