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OUTREACH
SOUPER BOWL LUNCHEON
On February 4th (Super Bowl Sunday), we will again participate in the Nationwide Souper
Bowl of Caring. Plan to say after worship on Sunday, February 4th to enjoy soup, salad and
dessert. Come even if you didn’t sign up, there will be plenty of food for all! Donations from
this event will be given to Chosen/Serve City.

Chosen
Meals will be served at Chosen on Thursday, February 8 and Wednesday, February 14. It’s
a split month! See Sign-up Sheets on the board.
Community Meals
We will prepare the January 26th Community Meal at the Presbyterian Church on Thursday
January 25th.
“Test Prep Allstars”
Everyone desires meaningful connection with others. Everyone. We, here, at Disciples of
Christ have an opportunity to mentor children in a Christian atmosphere and hopefully
change the course of success for some of these children in our local area.
Pastor Bonnie and Terry White have collaborated to create a new outreach ministry: a Grade
Five State Assessment Outreach Ministry Help Program – “Test Prep Allstars”. This outreach
ministry will involve two neighboring school districts, Crawford Woods Elementary (Hamilton)
and Fairfield East Elementary, surrounding the crossroads of “Five Points” and Tuley Road.
Students in the surrounding area who attend these schools have been unsuccessful in
passing their Reading and Writing, Mathematics, and Science District Assessments at the
state level. Identified below is a table representing the results of these two schools. You will
immediately identify there is a great need for focused help for these children who have

underachieved these testing areas. The passing percentage of success for each subject is
80%.
State Testing Areas at
Grade 5

Crawford Woods
Elementary

Fairfield East
Elementary

Reading and Writing

52.6%

64.3%

Mathematics

28.9%

56.5%

Science

30.7%

77.3%

Pastor Bonnie and Terry have meet with both district principals/faculty who have agreed to
supply testing material for use during the outreach ministry remediation. Although, there are
numerous indicators that the students have not successfully mastered, we have asked each
principal/faculty to specifically prioritize their top three-five indicators for immediate
remediation.
The support mentoring and session days (March/ April TBD) are scheduled for Monday and
Wednesday evenings to be held at the church from 6:00 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. with a brief and
healthy snack break. We will try our best to get as close to the district testing date as
possible. Therefore, we have proposed the first week (Monday’s and Wednesday’s) Reading
and Writing, second week Mathematics and the third and final week Science. Each session
will require support mentors willing to volunteer their time to help each child.
We will host a recognition service on a Sunday morning worship service following the
interventions. Our plan is to recognize the children with their parents, as well as church
volunteers by inviting and providing an all church lunch for those who attended.
Please consider and plan to participate in this new outreach ministry! What a way to “Come
and See” our Christian Outreach Ministry at the “Crossroads of Five Points and Tuley Road”!
Week of Compassion
God is doing more than we can imagine! For many, 2017 was an apocalyptic year filled with
unbelievable storms, earthquakes, fires, floods, and violence.
Through Week of Compassion:
You shared your compassion with families in South Texas and Puerto Rico who were
impacted by hurricanes.
You offered food and shelter to families as far away as Sierra Leone and Bangladesh who
experienced the most severe floods of the century.
You extended God’s care to refugees from Syria and Somalia.
You imagined an unimaginable world -- God’s world -- for empowered women and girls in
the Democratic Republic of Congo and Indonesia.

Week of Compassion is the relief, refugee and development mission fund of the Christian
Church (Disciples of Christ) in the United States and Canada. We seek to equip and
empower disciples to alleviate the suffering of others through disaster response,
humanitarian aid, sustainable development and the promotion of mission opportunities.
This year, the Week of Compassion Special Offering will be collected February 18-25.
Please give generously.

EDUCATION & FELLOWSHIP
Chocolate for Lent
Lent this year at Disciples Christian Church will include a combined worship emphasis and
weekly study, based off the book, Chocolate for Lent, by Hilary Brand. With the use of the
major motion picture, Chocolat, the congregation will take a deeper look in to self-discipline,
self-giving, conversion, acceptance and maturing in Christ during the Lenten season.
Individuals are encouraged to attend worship and one study group each week to fully benefit
from the series; however, worship itself will be of great benefit on its own. The schedule for
Chocolate for Lent is the following:
February
18
10:45 a.m.
19
6:30 p.m.
20
25
26

1:30 p.m.
10:45 a.m.
6:30 p.m.

27

1:30 p.m.

March
4
10:45 a.m.
5
6:30 p.m.
6
11

1:30 p.m.
10:45 a.m.

Worship
Movie
OR
Movie
Worship
Study
OR
Study

Chapter 1 “Giving UP – The Prelude to Change”
Viewing of “Chocolat”

Worship
Study
OR
Study
Worship

Chapter 4 “Getting Real – The Power of Acceptance”
Chapter 5 “Growing Up – The Process of Change”

Viewing of “Chocolat”
Chapter 2 “Giving Out – The Power of a Gift”
Chapter 3 “Getting Wise – The Possibility of Change”
Chapter 3 “Getting Wise – The Possibility of Change”

Chapter 5 “Growing Up – The Process of Change”
Chocolat Unwrapped

Men’s Group
The January Men's Group meeting was the most attended was the most attended since the
group was reinstated and was a great way to start off the new year.
Since being reinstated, the group has done some very positive things including Fellowship,
helping to support outreach projects, and of times of fun and laughter. All while growing
spiritually to become more of the man God made us to be. We've talked about the projects
that we have completed and what we thought went well and also we thought we could do
better. As for outreach the group helped to support additional items for the trunk or treat with
regards to candy and hygiene products and to help with Ms. Betty's trailer park program.
At the January meeting the group talked about what we could do with some of the remaining
funds raised in the group decided to designate $300 to a scholarship for camp Christian.
They decided to do this because camp Christian will be raising the costs for camp and the
region being in the constraints they are will probably not be paying for one third of the cost as
they have in the past. That leaves the expense falling solely on the church and the parent
After that discussions about what we want to do this new year and there are many projects
that we want to work with and the Men's Group next event will be a breakfast on Easter
Sunday. We are looking to serve you all a good meal before Easter Sunday's service, so
come early and hungry and have a time of fellowship with your church family.
Our next meeting will be February 13th at seven o'clock and we are hoping that all the men
will be attending. We are switching gears and moving from the book Man of God by Charles
Stanley and using a DVD study resource called White Flag by Andy Stanley. We will watch a
session of the DVD and then have a discussion about that evening’s topic. There are no right
or wrong answers and you don't have to have great knowledge or deep thought processing,
just an open and honest heart. It will be a time of fun and fellowship, so please every man
plan to attend. This is your group!
Look forward to seeing you at the next meeting!!!!
Thank you for your support!
The, (Your) Men’s Group

WORSHIP
Worship Leader Schedule
Feb 4
11
19
25
Mar 4

Jana Mullins
Linda Ashbrook
Lynn Adams
Claudette Thomas
Jan Richards

288-0308
868-9393
313-4204
894-6140
777-7436

11
18
25

Dave Adamson
Debbie Ittel
John Pendergest

939-2213
896-3607
310-5166

Ash Wednesday Service
Ash Wednesday, which marks the beginning of Lent, derives its name from the ancient
practice of marking the foreheads of worshipers with ashes from the unused palm branches
of the previous year. Ashes are Old Testament symbols of sadness and humility. Job, in the
midst of all his troubles, cried out to God from the ash heap.
The symbolic meaning of ashes serves as a reminder of our mortality. Each of us faces the
inevitability of physical death. Our bodies and material possessions eventually will turn to
dust and ashes.
This is a reminder that we dare not trust in things that crumble. In preparation for our time of
reflection and study during Lent, we will gather for our Ash Wednesday Service on
Wednesday, February 14, 2018 at 7:00 p.m.

MISCELLANEOUS NEWS
January 2018 Financial Report
Checking Account Balance at 1/31/2018: $20,737.35
Investment Account Balance (DCEF): $351,075.00
January Income (Offerings & DCEF Interest): $21,521.47 actual, $ 7,025.72 adjusted
January Expenses/Outreach: $8,276.00 actual, $6,472.35 adjusted
* Adjusted takes into consideration early offerings and the interest from investments in the budget
and pro-rates these throughout the year. It also uses normal expenses only. This provides a better
month - to - month picture of how we're doing than the actual numbers. Adjustments in January are:
Income – DCEF 2017 Interest earned and some early offerings; Expenses: the final payment for the
Sound System from both the designated capital improvements fund and the 2018 budgeted capital
improvements.

Thank-You
To my church family,
I want to thank everyone for the generous support you have shown me through my time of
grief as well as healing from surgery. I am so blessed to have your prayers and I feel God's
healing touch. I am overwhelmed with all your offers to help if needed while I heal and am
unable to drive for 8 weeks.
In Christian Love,
Terrie Cox

Fellowship Hall Remodeling – We Have a Plan!
Diane met with Jim Bonn last week to go over details of the remodeling project. If you’re
interested in the gory details (as I understand them), here they are….
We’re in the process of applying for permits. First a zoning certificate is needed from
Fairfield Township (should be finished on 1/31), then we apply with Butler County. Permits
must be done before the first inspection.
At some point a large dumpster will be brought in. It will be placed along the front of the
building (side with the window at the front of the sanctuary). This will block some parking
places, but hopefully, they’ll be enough space to park next to the dumpster. The plan is to
get the dumpster there just when it’s needed, then take it away. Jim is concerned that our
neighbors will see it as a place to get rid of stuff.
Jim has warned that the project will create a large amount of dust. He’ll make every effort to
cover things, but can’t promise anything.
We will have access to the kitchen the entire time – but beware – part of that time there will
be large holes in the floor!
On February 5th, work will begin. The first step is cutting the floor where the new concrete
footers need poured. That will involve cutting studs, and building temporary supports for the
studs. Once the holes are made, they must be inspected. (If we don’t have the permits by
then, there could be a delay.)
After the inspection the concrete will be poured. When that is done, the people making the
steel posts will come in and measure for the exact height the steel supporting columns need
to be. Then they will make the steel columns (and supporting beams for the ceiling.) This
will take 2 weeks.
I think he said during this time, temporary supporting walls (on each side of the existing
walls) will be made (2 days), and the existing walls removed. (If not that, he said some of the
wall demolition can occur.) In either case, there will be some time in this waiting period when
nothing is happening.
When the steel is done, the iron worker will take 2 days to place the steel columns and
beams. And there will be another inspection.
The timing of building temporary walls, removing the existing walls and placing the columns
and beams is important – Jim wants it all done within a single week so that we are not
holding a Sunday service on the temporary walls. It’s designed to be okay – but why take a
chance.
After that, the temporary walls will come down, the electrician can do his work, the columns
will be enclosed, the storage room wall built and all finishing work on the walls, columns,
ceiling and floor will be done. And a final inspection will occur.
The portion of the project Jim is involved with will take 6-8 weeks. 8 weeks puts us to Good
Friday. Jim has promised to do everything he can to get it done in 6 weeks.
There will still be work after Jim finishes. Danny will be painting the walls, work will need
done to strip and wax the existing floors (we’re hoping the old and new tiles can match), and,
since there will be quite a bit of dust, cleanup will be needed in the kitchen. During this time
(or maybe a little before Jim is finished), the new tables and chairs will be ordered.

A Message from John Pendergest – A True Value
An Executive was standing at a busy intersection waiting impatiently for a light to change
when a Sandaled Man appeared.
The Executive said disgustedly – “I don’t have time to wait for this.” At that point an
associate approached and began to address the Executive – at which the Executive gave
little attention before saying “I don’t have time for you” and the associate walked away
discouraged.
As the Executive and the Sandaled Man began to cross the intersection – the Sandaled Man
spoke to the Executive and said “you really don’t know values”.
The Executive, appalled, said “excuse me, but I know values and the value of my time which
has helped me to achieve my status, home, education and the accomplishments I’ve made.
Besides, I have hundreds of people underneath me that I am responsible for, something I’m
sure you could not comprehend”.
At this point the Sandaled Man said “Sir, you’ve shared comments demonstrating valuables –
not values and as for having hundreds of people underneath you that you’re responsible for –
Well, that gives you something in common with the care taker at the cemetery down the
street. The thing that differs you from him is the value of Human Dignity that he displays for
those he’s responsible for.
I assure you I can comprehend the magnitude of responsibility that you bare as I too manage
a large number of people. Before you go on with your day I would like to share this thought –
“The value of life is not what you possess or have accomplished by the end of your life,
rather it is the way we use each day we are given”. The true value of life is life itself, and you
need to find time to give value to it.
The Executive took a moment to reflect upon the Sandaled Man’s words and the way he
interacted with the associate. Suddenly, thoughts of friends and family ran through his mind
and he began to understand. He then turned to the Sandaled Man and said “You’ve made
your point – your words are true and profound” and then asked “Would you like to come to
work with me”.
The Sandaled Man responded “I already work for the largest company in the world and you
couldn’t match the benefits, but as long as you want me I will be with you”.
At this point the image of the Man in Sandals disappeared and the Executive who apparently
in the craze of this day to day was searching for something that was missing in his life – took
time from his busy life, turned to the skies and said Thanks Lord.
Written by:
John Pendergest

MINISTER’S MUSINGS
“Springs of water will burst out in the wilderness,
streams flow in the desert.
Hot sands will become a cool oasis,
thirsty ground a splashing fountain.
Even lowly jackals will have water to drink,
and barren grasslands flourish richly.”
– Isaiah 35:6b-7, The Message
February is upon us and many of us are worn down by the cold of winter and the dullness of
creation in this season. Though winter has a beauty all its own, individuals find themselves in
despair during these months most often than any other time. God speaks hope through the
prophet Isaiah to the people of Israel about the great mercy God will have once more
establishing a beautiful scene in the same areas of predicted wasteland. God shows us every
year the renewing of creation through the seasons and even as we become surrounded by
the cold of this season, may we be mindful of the beauty to come. Springs of water will burst
forth in the spring rains, creeks and rivers will fill their banks again and the ground will drink
anew. I look forward to the beauty of daffodils, tulips, and crocus. Hope that our lives will
once again burst forth with energy and renewal for a new season is breaking forth.

FEBRUARY CALENDAR
4
8
11
12
13
14
15
18
19
20
22
25
26
27

10:45 a.m.
12:15 p.m.
5:30 p.m.
10:45 a.m.
12:15 p.m.
12:00 p.m.
7:00 p.m.
5:30 p.m.
7:00 p.m.
6:30 p.m.
7:15 p.m.
10:45 a.m.
12:15 p.m.
6:30 p.m.
1:30 p.m.
7:00 p.m.
3:00 p.m.
6:30 p.m.
10:30 a.m.
6:30 p.m.
1:30 p.m.

Worship
Souperbowl of Caring Lunch
Chosen (Sloppy Joe’s)
Worship
Trustee’s Meeting
District Clergy Meeting
Men’s Meeting
Chosen (Farmer Brown)
Ash Wednesday Service
Praise Team
Choir
Worship
Cabinet Meeting
Chocolate Study – Movie
Chocolate Study - Movie
Elders Meeting
Community Meal Prep
Pastor Relations Committee Meeting
Worship
Chocolate Study
Chocolate Study

BIRTHDAYS
February
Marie Johnson
Don Garnett

8
18

March
Abby Williams
Betty Vangen
Jill White
Paul Caudill
Kevin Steuart
Joy Smith

2
6
12
19
21
24

PRAYER REQUESTS
John Pendergest, Terrie Cox, Claudette Thomas, Nancy Kibler (Jill’s Mother), Tom (Paul Caudill’s
Brother), Loretta (Paul Caudill’s Sister-in-Law), Logan Gebhart, Baby Oliver,
Family of Richard Burton Sr., Mitch (Kathy Baughman’s Nephew), Family of Thomas and Mary
Strodbeck, Family of Susan (friend of Jacquie Clingan)
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