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The President’s Message
November 20, 2010
This writer could create pages of narrative on his experiences as President of the Saramana
Chapter of the FLSSAR. I can already see some of you nodding your head „yes‟ because you have said
I can never give a 3-minute presentation in less than 30 minutes.
Compatriots, you have given me a run for my money and I have thoroughly enjoyed all of the
experiences gained from a most august group of gentlemen. When one can step back and see that all
of the successes far exceed the percentage of failures, then something must have been done correctly.
This SAR Chapter has made several inroads during the last four years and the chapter has earned more
awards in that time period than in the immediate previous years. Primarily, the Board of Governors
and many of the active members can take the credit for the successes. Presidents like to think
sometimes that they may take the credit. In my humble estimation, the President is nothing without a
good supporting staff. Oh yes, we have had our squabbles over money issues, the economy didn’t
exactly help our financial situation but overall, I believe that this organization will continue to grow in
the future. Already, I am hearing at the State meetings that we have the best SAR Chapter in the State
of Florida. This credit belongs entirely to the membership. Concerning my two-year tenure as your
President, all I can say is, “THANK YOU” for your excellent support.
There are many challenges that still face us here at Saramana and I will mention just a few.
During the last Board of Management meeting in Kissimmee, Florida last week, our Chapter was
encouraged to continue to continue producing DVD’s relevant to the U.S. Constitution. This effort
was previously stopped because a few people at both State and National level asked that the Chapters
obtain final approval before DVD’s were created. The purpose was to ensure the Chapters did not
create DVD’s that might embarrass the FLSSAR and NSSAR. Then a word of encouragement came
from a Past President General as he said to me, “Harold, do what you think is right.” By that he meant,
“Rules cause some people to do things right; common sense causes people to do the right thing.” And
there is a big difference. We have a great opportunity in this area because there are the original 10
Amendments to the Constitution that need to be disseminated Nation-wide in order for the citizenry to
perform their duties of government as, “We the People.” We have great challenges in recognizing the
Eagle Scouts in our area. The JROTC Programs are also in need of our help. Somehow, we must have
re-enactors visit our 5th, 6th, 7th and 8th grades in both public and private schools to help the students
better understand, “Where we came from, to get where we are today, so that we can intelligently plan
for the future.” Without this understanding, the United States of America will be lost as we know it
today. Rome was a great Empire and it was lost. Well, we are a great Sovereign Nation and need to
stay that way. Education is the only way this can be accomplished. One of the greatest lines I heard
delivered by a professor in my graduate program was, “When you cease to wonder, you will cease to
grow.” Think about it.
Thank you for allowing me to be your President of the Saramana Chapter for the last two years.
I do have one last request before Compatriot Riegle takes the reins in December and that is: Please
provide him, the Executive Staff and the multiple Program Chairs with all of the support you can
muster and watch the Chapter continue to grow. Once again, “THANK YOU” and may

“God Bless America.”

Fraternally and at Your Service,

Harold B. Crapo, Jr.

The Secretary’s Report
November 19, 2010
Board of Governors Meeting
The monthly meeting of the Board of Governors of Saramana Chapter, FLSSAR was held on
Wednesday, November 17, 2010 at the Church of the Redeemer, Sarasota. FL.President
Harold Crapo called the meeting to order after Secretary Riegle told him that there was a
quorum present. Attending were compatriots: Riegle, Crapo, Castle, Lowe, Longstreet,
Mange, Bradley, Hornback, McMurry, Tarpley, Mahaffey, Lancaster, Hazelton and Douglas.
Compatriot Bradley gave the Invocation and the Pledge of Allegiance was recited.
President Crapo provided an Agenda of items, and gave the dates of the upcoming chapter
meeting on December 11, when we would install the new officers for 2011 and the next
BOG meeting, which will be held in this location on December 15 th. The only Saramana
office yet unfilled for 2011 was that of Secretary and VP John Mange agreed after being
nominated during the nomination period of the November 13th business meeting to fill that
position. All nominated were elected by vote of all members present. He then reminded
everyone that FLSSAR nominations for state officers need to be submitted by November
19th.
Secretary’s Report – Secretary Riegle passed around the Minutes of the October 13 BOG
and requested any additions or corrections. He also gave each member of the Board a copy
of the Minutes of the recent Chapter luncheon and asked that Compatriot Tarpley find room
in the upcoming Q&B to include both reports, as there was so much of interest to our
membership in both these meetings He then reminded everyone that all compatriots, their
families and friends are welcome at our chapter luncheon events and that all members of
the SAR are invited to attend all BOG meetings, even though only designated officers, past
presidents and Governors may vote on any motion brought to the floor.
Treasurer’s Report – After reviewing the current financial report, McMurry requested
signatures from the three officers who will be listed on the chapter checking account for
2011 (Riegle, Mange, Hornback). It was agreed that all bank statements would be sent to
our Vice President, John Mange, rather than to the Treasurer. This is for good business
reasons. In his role as M&A committee, he also presented a newly improved listing of all the
medals and certificates which are in his possession and suggested that we make this listing
available to all members, as there are items which individual compatriots can purchase for
himself without going thru the M&A Committee. Riegle proposed the following, which was
approved by the BOG: “For 15 and 25 years of verified continuous membership, the chapter
will award a pin and a certificate, each specifying that number of years. For each verifiable
increment of 5 years of continuous paid membership, the chapter will present a certificate to a
member. If that member wishes to purchase a pin of that numerical designation, the Treasurer
will accept a check for the amount charged to the chapter by the NSSAR Merchandise
Department and deliver the pin to the member as soon as it is sent to us.” The Treasurer then
requested that we allow him to offer some of our inventory of such pins to the membership
for them to purchase. This was also approved.
Genealogist/ Registrar Compatriot Tarpley notified us that there is no telephone or
computer connection at the new Library building for communications and that all
submitted applications will therefore be delayed until such is connected. He also requested
that we allow him to present 27 Wounded Warrior medals at the upcoming February 19th
George Washington Birthday Luncheon. After some discussion regarding the method of
choosing the appropriate recipients and how the luncheon meals would be paid for, it was
agreed for him to proceed with this portion of the program.

Committee Reports:
OTF Report In his verbal report Treasurer McMurry told the BOG about financial status of
the OTF and of the proposed “stop loss” order (investment strategy) planned for the
immediate future. Chairman Tarpley requested that we nominate Compatriot Percival Hill
IV to fill one of the two open Trustee slots. Motion made and approved.
Publicity Lowe showed the almost completed Publicity Book, which President Crapo will
present to the FLSSAR BOM. Our chapter won the Earl Marlin Award for 2008 & 2009
Veterans’ Affairs Compatriot Castle reported on the Sarasota Veterans Commission
meeting on October 28 and stressed the need for contributions to the Veterans
Thanksgiving Day food program, through Publix and other grocery stores. Anyone wishing
to donate to this cause, please call Bob Castle (941-924-4728) for instructions. His report
was extensive and is attached to the Minutes file. President Crapo announced that our
incoming new member, James Allen has agreed to represent our chapter at the Manatee
Veterans Commission meetings.
Eagle Scouts President Crapo appointed Compatriot Stephen Clark to be Eagle Scout CoChairman. Vice President Riegle read the report of Co Chairman Allen Hegener regarding
the Eagle Scout program. He sent a letter to Mr. Greg Graham, Scout Executive/CEO SW/
Florida Council, B.S.A. concerning the Eagle Scout Award Program. He hopes to have some
Eagle Scout participation to report by our January 14th Luncheon meeting. His Executive
Assistant; Laurie Strickland is assisting them in this effort, as well. We were asked by
Compatriot Mahaffey to ensure that all DAR chapters were aware of our Eagle Scout Award
Program. Secretary Riegle will do this. Riegle reported that he had given Hegener 40 sets of
booklets regarding the three (3) required Merit Badges for the Eagle Scout Award
Application (Law, Genealogy, American Heritage), as well as 200 Eagle Scout brochures for
distribution.
Rumbaugh Oration Contest Compatriot Peter Douglas told the Board about the struggle
he had securing candidates for at our November 13 luncheon. As it turned out, Ms. Braden
Causey of Bayshore High School was articulate and her talk was very interesting.
Subsequently, her English teacher, Ms. Lori Ladd and President Crapo discussed how we
could better seek the help of the teachers at the high school level to ensure that this
program is not lost to the students. The amount of money awarded might be part of the
problem, so the Budget Committee was asked to increase this award to at least the
minimum of $500, which seems to be the lowest level award acceptable to the schools for
such activities.
History Fair Vice President Riegle told the members how successful Manatee History Fair
had been and how proud he was of the chapter members who served as judges. There were
12 at the Manatee Convention Center this morning for this activity. Overall there were 86
judges and some 1,500 poster exhibits to judge. The Awards Ceremony was held at 2PM on
Saturday, November 19 at the Old Church on the grounds of the Manatee Historical Village
New Business The President requested that the BOG appoint the Budget Committee for
2011 and that is consisting of Compatriots Riegle, Mange, Hornback, McMurry and Crapo.
It was so moved and approved. Riegle will call for a meeting shortly.
John Mange requested as Secretary, he be allowed to use a recording machine at BOG
meetings. The Board approved. Hearing no further business, Chaplain Bradley gave a
prayer. We were adjourned at 3:30PM

Charles W. Riegle-Secretary

A full slate of Officers were elected for 2011
President Charles W. Riegle
Vice President John P. Mange
Secretary John P. Mange
Treasurer Vernon "Ted" Hornback
Registrar/Genealogist Richard K. Mahaffey
Chaplain Eugene L. Bradley
Historian Jeffrey Hazelton
Sgt At Arms Paul Longstreet
Commander of Color Guard Phillip H. Tarpley
Governors:
Thomas R. Castle, Foster Gaines Finley, Victor G. McMurry
Appointments-Color Guard Captains
Clarence A. Barrett, Larry A. Peck, Jr.
Quarter Master-Victor G. McMurry
Web Master Jeffrey Hazelton
Veterans Council-Manatee County, James Allen
From the Editor---Please

pray for all the Americans who have lost their employment and facing
hard economic times. Many Veterans are in that situation and should not be.
The Board of Governors and your Officers wish all a happy Thanksgiving and a Merry
Christmas
We also wish a happy thanksgiving to all the brave troops of the U.S. Military and may they
come home unharmed.
On March 16, 1621, what was to become an important event took place, an Indian brave walked into the
Plymouth settlement. The Pilgrims were frightened until the Indian called out "Welcome" (in English!).
His name was Samoset and he was an Abnaki Indian. He had learned English from the captains of fishing
boats that had sailed off the coast. After staying the night
Samoset left the next day. He soon returned with another Indian
named Squanto who spoke better English than Samoset. Squanto
told the Pilgrims of his voyages across the ocean and his visits to
England and Spain. It was in England where he had learned
English.
Squanto's importance to the Pilgrims was enormous and it can be
said that they would not have survived without his help. It was
Squanto who taught the Pilgrims how to tap the maple trees for
sap. He taught them which plants were poisonous and which had
medicinal powers. He taught them how to plant the Indian corn by
heaping the earth into low mounds with several seeds and fish in
each mound. The decaying fish fertilized the corn. He also taught
them to plant other crops with the corn.
The harvest in October was very successful and the Pilgrims found
themselves with enough food to put away for the winter. There
was corn, fruits and vegetables, fish to be packed in salt, and
meat to be cured over smoky fires.
The Pilgrims had much to celebrate, they had built homes in the
wilderness, they had raised enough crops to keep them alive
during the long coming winter, they were at peace with their
Indian neighbors. They had beaten the odds and it was time to
celebrate.

Members Bulletin Board and Special
Events

Charles A. Churchill and Frank Arnold
Hassell became full chapter members.

Registrar/Genealogist’s Report

Happy Birthday to Our Compatriot’s
For months of November and December

By Phillip H. Tarpley
Breaking News Alert
NSSAR Genealogy department after being closed
for 30 days along with the entire headquarters to
move to the new Library and Museum is still in
slow speed.
The local phone company has failed to finish the
installation of the phone system thus; no desk
phones or computers. Member applications I
submitted in July are still not finished. Certificates
will be late arriving for Christmas this year.

John L. Barner, Dr. James K. Bartruff,
Robert H. Cheney, Graham C. Douglas
Peter Douglas, Dana Crapo, Karl Krause
Norman Greene, Frank X. Hodalski, Eric
Levy, Stephen E. Hunt, Karl P. Knoedler
Ian C. Miller, Hilton Morgan, Robert Peck,
Oliver C. Riegle, Ronald Lee Shankland,
Dr. David Thompson, Samuel Wooten

Wounded Warrior Medals

Our own chapter member and NSSAR President
General David Sympson is not happy with this slow
down. He has issued a directive to clear up this
problem. Joe Harris, the Executive Director has
now given notice he is leaving. The search is on for
a new Executive Director for NSSAR
New Member Report
New member applications just submitted
to NSSAR Genealogist for approval are;
John W. Benson, James D. Fleming
John L. Fitzpatrick.

Frank A. Hassell left, Gerald Munn Richard Quigley
or right. Phil Tarpley WW Chair is at the podium

New applications now in process
Kevin Walker, Gordon Tucker
Prospective members in documentation
process: William Brady, Jim Stainbrook,
William F. Aubuchon, Jr., Edward S.
Martin, Gordon Charlton, Reginald
Palmore
Inductions scheduled for December
John P. Mange Jr., Stephen C. Howlett
Richard Roy Gans, Russell A. DesErmia.
Inducted as new members in November
Thomas Robert Castle, Walter J. Test
William H. Van Duzer, Stephen H. Clark
Ronald E. Benson Jr., Bradley H. T. Clark,
Cullen G. Finley, Foster G. Finley,
Stephen G. Finley, Dana A. Crapo,
Percival S. Hill IV, Percival S. Hill V.

The Badge of Military Merit designed and awarded
by General George Washington became the Purple
Heart Medal of the U.S. Military
The three Saramana compatriots above are the first
ever to receive this Medal and Certificate award.
The Wounded Warrior Medal is a limited
Award presented to the Saramana SAR
Board of Governors and approved for
presentation to SAR and other Veterans
The Military Order of the Purple Heart has been
charged with nominating 25 Veterans qualified to
receive this Medal which will be presented to them
during the annual SAR/DAR George Washington
Birthday luncheon 19, 2011

WORDS of WISDOM

Educating the American People
Phillip H. Tarpley-Editor

Genealogy -When you confuse the dead and irritate the living
Patriotism is supporting your Country all the time and your government
when it deserves it.
Mark Twain

Children should be educated and instructed in the principles of freedom.
John Adams Defense of Constitution-1787
Early American History Lessons
This Month in American History
Christmas time at Valley Forge, December 1777
In the freezing winter of 1777, General George Washington’s army was suffering from bitter
cold, very little shelter, a lack of supplies and the obvious superiority of British forces. Many
of his soldiers were in agony from severe frostbite, with feet and legs often frozen until they
became black. Mandatory amputation of the injured appendages was widespread, disease
was rampant and troop morale was very low.
With his men under extreme distress – dying at the rate of twelve per day – and disturbing
sights of crimson amid white powder, General Washington sought divine assistance. The
weight of the world on his shoulders, he fell to his knees in the snow at Valley Forge while
the Continental Army was encamped along the frozen Pennsylvania landscape. Hidden away
in a grove of trees, his bended knees met the cold, hard ground. Quaker Isaac Potts was
riding his horse in the forest when he came upon General Washington in deep conversation
with God. It was there he witnessed Washington “interceding for his beloved country.”
He later revealed the experience to his pastor, Nathaniel Randolph Snowden, an ordained
Presbyterian minister and graduate of Princeton, who then recorded the eyewitness account
in his “Diary and Remembrances.” Snowden described the account of Isaac Potts, as such:
“In that woods pointing to a close in view, I heard a plaintive sound as, of a man at prayer. I
tied my horse to a sapling and went quietly into the woods and to my astonishment I saw
the great George Washington on his knees
alone, with his sword on one side and his
cocked hat on the other. He was at Prayer
to the God of the Armies, beseeching to
interpose with his Divine aid, as it was ye
Crisis, and the cause of the country, of
humanity and of the world.” “Such a prayer
I never heard from the lips of man. I left
him alone praying,” reported an
awestricken Isaac Potts.
As American history unfolded and days
turned into weeks, it became apparent that
God had answered General Washington’s
prayers, coming to our young country’s

assistance in the form of another defender of liberty – the nation of France. Emboldened
after a Colonial victory at the Battle of Saratoga in October of 1777, the reluctant French
formally entered the war against the British, becoming the first country to officially
recognize our nation’s declaration of independence.
It was then, on May 6, 1778, after hearing of French intervention, that General Washington
called a day of thanksgiving for his beleaguered army, announcing to his troops, “It having
pleased the Almighty Ruler of the universe to defend the cause of the United American
States, and finally to raise up a powerful friend among the princes of earth, to establish our
liberty and independence upon a lasting foundation, it becomes us to set apart a day for
gratefully acknowledging the divine goodness, and celebrating the important event, which
we owe to His divine interposition.”
The rest, as they say, is history.
November 25, 1783 Last British soldiers leave New York
Nearly three months after the Treaty of Paris was signed ending the American
Revolution, the last British soldiers withdraw from New York City, their last military
position in the United States. As the last British Red Coat departed New York, Patriot
General George
Washington
entered the city in
triumph to the
cheers of New
Yorkers. The city
was captured by
the British in
September 1776
and remained in
their hands until
1783
Four months after
New York was
returned to the
victorious
Patriots, the city
was declared to be
the capital of the
United States.
It was the site in
1789 of George
Washington's
inauguration as
the first U.S.
President and
remained the
nation's capital
until 1790, when
Philadelphia
became the second capital of the United States under the U.S. Constitution
General George Washington calls all his loyal Officers together for the last time. He thanks
his each Officer and says good-bye as he resigns his commission and returns to private life
at Mount Vernon.
Twelve years after despair led him to kneel
in prayer at Valley Forge, newly elected
President Washington officially proclaimed
November 26, 1789, as Thanksgiving Day
for our new Republic. It was evident he had
never forgotten the hopelessness he once
felt, the courageous struggles of his men or
the answered prayers of an earlier time.
In his Thanksgiving Day Proclamation of
1789, he exhorted the people of the United
States to observe “a day of public
thanksgiving and prayer” so that they
might acknowledge “with grateful hearts
the many favors of Almighty God, to now
peaceably to establish a free government.

SARAMANA SAR COLOR GUARD UNIT
Activity Report

Compatriots of our CG, three Auxiliary
members and Nick & Jean Catsakis DAR
helped with the event. North Port HS
JROTC presented the Colors

The Sons of Liberty, Florida Society Brigade
Col. Phillip Tarpley- State Commander
Photo by Ausra Riegle, Saramana WOSAR

Manatee History Fair -Guardsmen Eugene
Bradley, Larry Peck, Don Campbell and
Paul Longstreet present the Colors at the
History Fair Awards program

Sarasota National Cemetery

Saramana SAR Nathanael Greene Camp #8
is a unit of the Sons of Liberty Florida Brigade
Capt. Eugene Bradley- Camp Commander

10 Guardsmen in uniform marched in the
Veterans Day Parade. Guardsmen
included Eugene Bradley, President
Harold Crapo, Charles Riegle, Frank
Hodalski, Hal Miller, Richard Mahaffey,
Phillip Tarpley, Larry A. Peck, Reynolds
Cushing, John Williams
The SAR/DAR Trolley was there to carry
members and spouses and family not
marching in the Color Guard.

Veterans’ Home on Veteran’s Day
President Crapo reported on the events at
the Veterans Day Barbeque, which was
given at the Jacobson Veterans Home for
some 175 Vets and family This was paid
for by cash donations, from Saramana
color guard members but it was mainly
sponsored a friend of Saramana SAR, (a
wounded Vietnam) Veteran. Three

President Crapo gives notice to the
membership that he has accepted August
2011 as the Chapter’s month to act, as
family, on behalf of any veteran who is to
be buried in the Sarasota National
Veterans Cemetery, without family to
represent him/her. We will be called when
needed and will appear in Class A uniform
to perform this service to our veterans.
We are unable to provide a Color Guard
for the Wreaths across America on 12/11

Other items of interest during
the November meeting
Eagle Scout Chairman Allen Hegener
presents Bradley H. T. Clark age 15 a
new youth member in Saramana, his
Eagle Scout Certificate. Compatriot
Bradley is also a JROTC Cadet.
He follows in the tradition of his father
new Saramana member Stephen Clark
also inducted. Steve received the SAR
JROTC Medal as a young Cadet at
Sarasota High school from Saramana. He
is an Eagle Scout and now is serving on
the local District Boy Scout Council.

Rumbaugh Oration Contestant gives a winning oration.
Braden Causey age 16 Rumbaugh Oration
Contestant from Bayshore High School is
off to the FLSSAR State Contest. She gave
a good speech and on a good subject.
New Youth member Percival Hill V age 15
enjoys Braden’s oration with his new
member father Percivale Hill IV

Phillip Tarpley and Crapo presented the
Silver Good Citizenship Medal awarded by
FLSSAR at the May BOM annual meeting

I

SAR Crier Barrett reads names of 10 new
members before they are presented for
induction by President Harold Crapo

Saramana Chapter Monthly Meeting Notice Saturday 11:30 AM December 11th
Installation of Officers Saturday December 11, 2010
Special Awards and more New Member Inductions
Board of Governors Meeting
Church of the Redeemer, 222 S. Palm Avenue, Sarasota
December 15, 2010 2:00 PM
Chapter Meeting location for Saturday December 11, 2010
Holiday Inn Sarasota-Lido Beach on the Beach, 233 Ben Franklin Drive, 7th floor dining
Room. The ramp into the building goes directly to the express elevator to the Seventh floor.
Our welcome and check-in table is there by the dining room.

Best directions to avoid St. Armand’s Circle heavy traffic:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Turn onto John Ringling Blvd from US 41 and go 2.1 miles (about 4 minutes)
Turn left at S. Washington Drive and go 0.4 miles (about 2 minutes)
Take the 3rd left onto South Boulevard of the Presidents and go 0.1 miles
Take the 1st right onto South Polk Drive and go 0.3 miles (about 1 minute).
The Holiday Inn Lido Beach parking lot is in rear of hotel.

Luncheon Meeting Reservation information
Meet and greet and Cash Bar available 11:30 AM
Please leave home early to arrive by 11: 30 -11:45 AM
Call or email Victor McMurry 941-966-0493 or vicmc4@verizon.net for reservations.
If not available, leave Vic a message of all of your menu selections #1, #2 or #3 and
please give names of your guests. Leave your phone number for a call back if needed.
Please pay by check if possible at door on your arrival -- Please give all names of your
guests and meal selections in the e-mail. I will confirm your order.
Call or e-mail to make reservations by 4:30 PM Wednesday afternoon December 8, 2010.

Note; this is the cut off time for this luncheon’s reservations. Late reservations cause
problems but showing up without making them causes more problems for the hotel kitchen
preparing and the wait staff serving everyone on time. The hotel is firm on no changes to
increase or decrease meals after 9:30 AM Thursday.
Meal Selections#1____*Sliced Honey Baked Ham with Pineapple Raisin sauce- $20 =_______
*Served with cup of soup or Salad (Chef’s selection) as starter
#2____*Tilapia Filet with Lobster Sauce- $20 = ______
*served with cup of soup or Salad (Chef’s selection) as starter
#3____Vegetarian - Entrée Size Vegetable Salad $20 =_______
*Served with a cup of soup as starter
All entrees include beverage, rolls, cup of soup and dessert of Pumpkin Pie
PLEASE HAVE CHECK (the preferred way to pay) or CORRECT CHANGE AT DOOR. WE DO
NOT HAVE A CHANGE FUND.

Vic McMurry, Treasurer

To cancel your reservation; It must be done by calling the Treasurer by 9.30 AM Thursday
morning prior to the Saturday Luncheon or you are responsible and billed for your meals.
The chapter has to pay when your meals are ordered whether you come or not. Your full
cooperation is very important

