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--Luke 24:38

It is aserene picture: sunrise coming up over a glassy pond, its surface flat, reflective, and
beautiful. Then, suddenly, a water skimmer hits the surface and ripples shake the illusion of
the perfect surface. Those ripples roll out across the entire pontt @se, soon, the entire
surface is shimmering; the calm appearance gone.

| imagine sometimes that this is the effect that fears and doubts have upon our spiritual lives.
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those tapes whisper in my head of sdtiubt; worry; anxiety and trouble and soon | am
unsettled as the surface of that early morning pond.

And then, in time, everything settles again. It can be minutes, hours, days, weeks, months, o
even yars. It happens in its own time and not in any frame | can rush. It all settles back. It
looks different. It feels different. But it settles.

And in that settling, it sets off ripples of its own; disturbing my sense of reality but in a positive
and newway.

Those first disciples on Easter afternoon were probably only starting to settle their heads and
spirits around their new reality. Their Rabbi whom they had followed for years was dead,
executed in a public forum and buried in a hollow tomb. Thetlagtdays were about

regrouping and thinking of a way forward.

And then came the Sunday morning rumors that the tomb was empty.
What now? Like ripples, their new reality shimmered apart.
Suddenly, the risen Christ is standing before them. The Haddarisen. How can that be?

The ripples started again.
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are left to wonder how we find the risen Christ is in our daily liviagnid our troubles and

doubts.
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the risen Christ before them. They are troubled and undgertAs might any of us be if a loved
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like for ug would well be shattered.
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From terror in response to the resurrectiomMark; to fear and doubt being the feeling of the
disciples beholding the risen ChristLuke we are reminded that resurrection is not a serene
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not possibé. Or is it?

When confronted by our own fears and doubts, we have to regain our footing and factor in
this new reality that God has the ability to overcome even the boundaries of this life and
provide new beginnings and new life!

We may not know the howrahe why for its reality, but resurrection is real in our world

around us and in the life to follow. Like a new sunrise, resurrections come in the midst of our
darkness and startle us in the same way that our doubts and troubles sneak in and disturb ou
sense of self to begin with.

Resurrections come with new beginnings; new opportunities; new love; new healing; new
realizations dawning in the midst of cold realitiethe smile of a stranger, the random act of
kindness anonymously passed on; spirituakbings.

Resurrections come with excitement and joy; and with fear and trepidation, even doubts: Car
| believe in this new reality? How much should | invest in it? How long will it last?

Resurrections come and ripple through our understandings ofvibwd, relationships, and
our connections to God. They can disturb our world; they can cause discomfort. But perhaps
that is necessary for us to pay attention to their power.
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As Christians, the Resurrection is a mystery we will never fully comprehénidt, Gnce dead,
is now alive again and has ascended into heaven as our Savior and LORD.

The ripples of that reality are the basis of our faith faith strong enough to sustain us

through the disturbances on the ponds of life; and through each new bexjrihat life sets
before us.
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offers us peace the equivalent othe hug from someone we love to calm us down.
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This prayer does not wish awé#he disturbances either. Rather, it teaches us to have faith and
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Perhaps our world and our personal lives would look very different if we practiced finding
peace in the midst of the ripplesaeh day.

May we embrace this gift in the calm and serene times and in the shimmering disturbances of
our daily living.

Peace,

Pastor Jeff
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Worship Highlights

Easter Sunday: April 1, 2018 9:30 am

Christ the Lord is Risen Today! Jointhe festive throngas we
worship and celebrate in Word and Sacrament the Tomb is
Empty and new life blossoms forth into our lives through
God3s Grace! All are wel come!

, He Is Risen!

April 8, 2018: When in Doubt

We encounter Thomas and his experience of the resurrection. What
doesit have to say to us today? We all have doubts. How do they
impact our faith?

April 15, 2018: Called to Witness

Have you ever been faced with a task that seemed so great you
couldn3t accomplish it and so ope
how to start? That was the place of the early disciples after the
resurrection. What do we learn from their journey of faith?

* Witness His Greatness

April 22, 2018: Better than Little Bo Peep

Jesus is the good shepherd. The good shepherd looks after the
sheep even more diligently than little bo peep. Come and hear what
the Gospel teaches us about bei
sheep in today?3s worl d.

2. @ April 29, 2018: The Joy of the Vineyard

"l am the vine. You are the branches]|
. truly saying here about our ability to know joy in relationship
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Faith Formation classes are shared on Sunday mornings for our chih I

ages 3 through 6th grade.Our children have been learning the basic
Bible stories that are the foundation of our faith. From the Creation in
Genesis to the Resurrection of Christ, the Bible is filled with many tales of
faith, struggle, victoryand loss. All of these things shapehow and what
we believe in our relationship with God. Children are invited to join us
weekly and grow together in their under andi n
discipleship and the awesomeness of our God!Church School meets from 10:45 am to 11:30 am

weekly.

| Rdzf G CLFLAGOK C2NXI GA2Y

Meeting weekly in the Conference Room from 11 am to 12 noon, the Adult Faith Formation class is
studying in depth books of the Bible. All are welcome!
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So many interpretations; so many predictions based out of the
, book of Revelation. But what if Revelation speaks of events
= that have already passed? Wh a |
e about the end times as it is about history threatening to repeat
THE BOOK OF _ o .
REVELATI ON itself? ngmnmg in Februa.ry, we will gxplpre the bopk of .
[l Revelation and decode its imagery using interpretations faiful
to the biblical context. All are welcome. We meet at 9:30 am
each Thursday
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Meeting every Wednesday at 10 am, Creative Fellowship seeks to bring the

arts into the worship space. This Spring we are working on a mosaic of the

~ chalice and bread, symbols of communion and the community in Christ; the
sharing of God?3s | oveehutcth Altareiwslcometee mi
participate!

5
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LL O! »  New Members Class
HE 2 A new members class will be held on Sunday, April 8,

I 2018, during the Faith Formation hour. We will meet
New Mewbers!

in Obold Chapel from 10:45 amto 11:30 am. If you
are interested in new membership at St. Stephen’s
UCC, we invite you to join us for a conversation
around the history of the UCC, our beliefs, the history
of St. Stephen’s UCC, and membership expectations and opportunities. All are wel-
come. Please let the pastor know if you plan to attend.

Communion Education for our Children

Will be shared on Sunday, April 15, 2018, during the Church
School hour in Obold Chapel. Children and youth are invited
to come with
their families to
learn about the

sacrament of
communion as we open the table to our
children for the first time here at
St.Stephen’s UCC.  Atime of conversation
and learning will be followed by a time of
sharing in the sacrament at parents’” discretion. All are welcomel!
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Family Game night is a blast!

Bring your family (whoever lives under your roof) and friends and join us for a night of fellowship
and fun!

Bring your favorite board game or group game and jump in with your church family as we share
some competitive fun and a bunch of laughs along the way! All are welcome!

We gather in Ehrhart Hall!

LJ
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UPCOM ING EVENTS
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Mothers, Daughters, Sisters, Friends
Saturday, April 28
Saturday, May 5, 2018
: : 11 a.m.
Lilac Girls by Martha Hall Kelly at St. Stephen3s U
_ Ehrhart Hall
Recommended by a few readers in our group

Join us as we gather to talk, to share, and to

Inspired by the life of a real World War I | celebrate family and friendships with the

heroine, this powerful debut novel reveals an women in our lives.

incredible story of love, redemption, and

terrible secrets that were hidden for decades. Guest speaker will be 13

Linda Kenyon.

Fiday fAFell owsod Fel I owlkURchegn wilinclude tea sandwiches/wraps
April 6 & May 4 at 7:00 am which will be provided. We are asking
attendees to signup to bring finger foods, salads,
Join meére dif St. Stferphep dsaesserts, and beverages.
morning of breakfast and fellowship.
For mo re information, contact Dave A free-will offering w ill be received. A portion
Alexander at 215 -257-7019 . of the proceeds will be donated to a charitable

cause.

If you wish to attend, pleasesign up on the sheet

in the hallway outside Ehrhart Hall

HAPPENINGS IN THE PSEC Reservations are due no later than Monday,
Pennsylvania Southeast Conference & UCC April 30th.
The PSEC Annual Sprin g Meeting will If you have any questons, please call
be .held _Ol’l June 1 -3, at West Chester Lucy White at 215-257-8586 or 215-421-8186
University, West Chester, PA or e-mail her at mrswhite@comecast.net

Barb Boughter at 215896-5340
Judy Treffinger at 215257-1259
Brenda Hibbs at 215257-0386

“%‘
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s WANTED
Vacation Bible School ) )
Vacation Bible School
Helper / Fun! Friends! Snacks!
VBSPreparatlon S_lgm Games! Crafts! Music!
_ _ St. Stephen3®s UCC.
Please consider lending ¢isand July 812, 2017
summer with Vacation Bible School. 6:30-8:30 pm
Child #1 Name
Grade
July 812from 6:308:30 pm. Birthdate Age: Completed
N Child #2 Name
ame Grade
Phone # Birthdate Age: Completed
Email Child #3 Name
Grade
VBSPreparation: Birthdate Age: Completed
Create decorations Decorate church  Address:
Provide supplies Publicity
During OWBS Phone# Email
Crafts Drama
. P N
Music Games arent(s) Name
Worship Science
.. Emergency
Mission Snacks Phone#
Photographer Qeeter

Registration
Shepherding children to stations

Please complete this forpteeedt in the offering
plateori n D o n n anaiMbox.miank yidid

Allergies or other important information:

Church
Affiliation:

Please complete this form and place
it in the offering plate or in
Donna Wi mailox. STlsank you!
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Keystone3®s annua lneuenstwihhe beld oraAprd 1% 6:@0p.im.oat the Indian Valley
Country Club. This special evening highlights the work of Keystone over the past year, recognizes many
key volunteers and supporters and provides a fun night of fellowship. Guests have the opportunity to

bid on a large variety of items to raise funds for the mission of Keystone. Call the Keystone office 2415
723-5430x121 to place your reservation.

Prayer Shawl! Ministry
On Palm Sunday, March 25, 2018 we had have a blessing of the shawls. Don't forget to keep
crocheting, knitting or quilting shawls. Directions are on the insert inside the brochure on outside of

box. Also, yarn donations are needed, there is a box designated for the yarn. If you have any questions
contact Pat Donahue. Thanks you to all who have helpedin this ministry.

Visitation Team

Much needed, people to go out and visit people in our congregation who need visits. Please contact Pat
Donahue for more information.

Our Church Family

APRIL BIRTHDAYS In Appreciation
04/04  Robert Ockenfuss Jr. Thank you St. Stephens3s
04/05  Kristen Hardner Zaharuk cards, condolences, prayers and support during
04/10  Donald Stewart the | oss of my mother an

04/11 Elizabeth Boone

04/13  Dottie Egan, Gail Smeraldi

04/1 4 Robert Hardner

04/18  Dorothy Wieder

04/22 Raymond Mumbauer, Karen Phillips ,
Brenda Mergenthaler , Ryan Phillips

grandmother. She was here several times over
the five years and always told me how
comfortable she felt in
have family locally so we really appreciate all

the support our church family has given us

04/23  Heather Winn during this difficult time.
04/25 Jean Dager, Janelle Ketterer _ _ _
04/26  Charlene Keim, Kristen Egan Lisa, Michael, &yna, Alice Wesley

04/27  Scott Kingsbauer, Shane Hartzell,
04/30  Jeffrey Wimmer

Happy Birthday/ Godo6és Bl essings
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St. Stephen's UCC -April 2018
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1 2 3 4 b) 6 7
Easter 6:30 PM Daisy 10:00 AM Group 10:00 AM Creative 9:30 AM Adult 7:00AM
9:30 AM Worship Troop 2187 Meeting Morning Fellf)thlp Bible Study "FFrI:day i
- 6:00 PM Daisy 7:00 PM Mission 6:30 PM Bell ellows’
10:45 AM Easter Egg Troop #2763 Meeting Choir Fellnwshin
Hunt ) ! 7:00 PM Girl
7:00 PM Girl 7:30 PM Senior Scouts
Scouts Choir Junior/Cadet
Troop #280
8 9 10 11 12 13 14
9:30 AM Worship 6:30 PM Daisy 10:00 AM Group 10:00 AM Creative 9:30 AM Aduilt Newsletter
10:45AM Adult Bible Troop 2187 Meeting Morning Fellowship Bible Study Deadline
Study and Sunday 6:30 PM Brownie 6:30 PM Bell 75°g PM Girl
School Troop #2309 Choir SOt et
7:00 PM 7:30 PM Senior Troop #280
Stewardship Choir
Meetina
7:00 PM Girl
Scouts
15 16 17 18 19 20 21
9:30 AM Worship 6:30 PM Daisy 10:00 AM Group 10:00 AM Crestive 9:30 AM Adult 7:00 PM Gl
; ing Fellowshi i T
10:45 AM Adult Bible Troop 2187 Meeting orning Fellowship Bible Study Juniucr?éasdet
Study and Sunday 6:00 PM Daisy 6:30 PM Bell Troop #280
School Troop #2763 Choir
7:00 PM Girl 7:30 PM Senior
Scouts Choir
7:00 PM
Consistory
Meetina
22 23 24 25 26 27 28
9:30 AM Worship 6:30 PM Daisy 10:00 AM Group 10:00 AM Greative 9:30 AM Aduit 7:00 PM G 9:30 AM Book
! ’ " . "
10:45 AM Adult Bible Troop 2187 Meeting orning Fellowship Bible Study Junioorcl)g:det Group
Study and Sunday 6:30 PM Brownie 6:30 PM Bell Troop #280 6:00 PM Family
School Troop #2309 Choir Game Night
7:00 PM Girl 7:00 PM Facilities
Scouts & Operations
Meeting
7:30 PM Senior
Choir
29 30
9:30 AM Worship 6:30 PM Daisy
10:45 AM Adult Bible Troop 2187
Study and Sunday
School
Last updated 03/27/2018
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