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He said to them, ά²Ƙȅ ŀǊŜ ȅƻǳ ǘǊƻǳōƭŜŘΣ ŀƴŘ ǿƘȅ Řƻ Řƻǳōǘǎ ǊƛǎŜ ƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ ƳƛƴŘǎΚέ 

          --Luke 24:38 

It is a serene picture:  sunrise coming up over a glassy pond, its surface flat, reflective, and 

beautiful.  Then, suddenly, a water skimmer hits the surface and ripples shake the illusion of 

the perfect surface.  Those ripples roll out across the entire pond itself and, soon, the entire 

surface is shimmering; the calm appearance gone. 

I imagine sometimes that this is the effect that fears and doubts have upon our spiritual lives.    

L ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ŀōƻǳǘ ȅƻǳΣ ōǳǘ Ƨǳǎǘ ǿƘŜƴ Ƴȅ ǎǇƛǊƛǘǳŀƭ ǎŜƭŦ ǎŜŜƳǎ ǎŜǘǘƭŜŘ ŀƴŘ L ŀƳ ŦŜŜling strong, 

those tapes whisper in my head of self-doubt; worry; anxiety and trouble and soon I am 

unsettled as the surface of that early morning pond. 

And then, in time, everything settles again.  It can be minutes, hours, days, weeks, months, or 

even years.  It happens in its own time and not in any frame I can rush.  It all settles back.  It 

looks different.  It feels different. But it settles. 

And in that settling, it sets off ripples of its own; disturbing my sense of reality but in a positive 

and new way. 

Those first disciples on Easter afternoon were probably only starting to settle their heads and 

spirits around their new reality. Their Rabbi whom they had followed for years was dead, 

executed in a public forum and buried in a hollow tomb.  The last two days were about 

regrouping and thinking of a way forward.   

And then came the Sunday morning rumors that the tomb was empty.   

What now?  Like ripples, their new reality shimmered apart.   

Suddenly, the risen Christ is standing before them.  The dead had arisen.  How can that be?  

The ripples started again. 
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Lƴ aŀǊƪΩǎ ǾŜǊǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ DƻǎǇŜƭ ƻŦ /ƘǊƛǎǘΣ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎǳǊǊŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƭŜŀǾŜǎ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎŎƛǇƭŜǎ ǘŜǊǊƛŦƛŜŘΣ ǊǳƴƴƛƴƎ 

ŀǿŀȅ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŜƳǇǘȅ ǘƻƳō ƭƛƪŜ ǊƛǇǇƭŜǎ ƻƴ ŀ ǇƻƴŘΦ  ¢ƘŜȅ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǎŜŜ ǘƘŜ ǊƛǎŜƴ /ƘǊƛǎǘ ŀǘ ŀƭƭ ŀƴŘ ǿŜ 

are left to wonder how we find the risen Christ is in our daily livingτamid our troubles and 

doubts. 

[ǳƪŜ ŀǘ ƭŜŀǎǘ ƎƛǾŜǎ ǳǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǊŜǎǳǊǊŜŎǘƛƻƴ ŀǇǇŜŀǊŀƴŎŜΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎŎƛǇƭŜǎ ŀǊŜƴΩǘ ŎŀƭƳ ŀƴŘ ǎŜǊŜƴŜ ŀǘ 

the risen Christ before them.  They are troubled and uncertain. As might any of us be if a loved 

ƻƴŜΣ ƻƴŎŜ ŘŜŀŘΣ ǎǳŘŘŜƴƭȅ ŀǇǇŜŀǊŜŘ ǾŜǊȅ ŀƭƛǾŜ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǳǎΦ  hǳǊ άǎŜǊŜƴƛǘȅέτwhatever that looks 

like for usτwould well be shattered. 

¢ƘǳǎΣ /ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜΥ άtŜŀŎŜ ōŜ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳΦέ 

From terror in response to the resurrection in Mark; to fear and doubt being the feeling of the 

disciples beholding the risen Christ in Luke, we are reminded that resurrection is not a serene 

ǇƛŎǘǳǊŜΤ ƛǘ ŘƛǎǘǳǊōǎ ƻǳǊ ǎŜƴǎŜ ƻŦ ŎŀƭƳΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ŘƻŜǎ ƴƻǘ Ŧƛǘ ƻǳǊ ōƻȄ ƻŦ άƴƻǊƳŀƭΦέ  wŜǎǳǊǊŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ 

not possible.  Or is it? 

When confronted by our own fears and doubts, we have to regain our footing and factor in 

this new realityτthat God has the ability to overcome even the boundaries of this life and 

provide new beginnings and new life! 

We may not know the how or the why for its reality, but resurrection is real in our world 

around us and in the life to follow.  Like a new sunrise, resurrections come in the midst of our 

darkness and startle us in the same way that our doubts and troubles sneak in and disturb our 

sense of self to begin with. 

Resurrections come with new beginnings; new opportunities; new love; new healing; new 

realizations dawning in the midst of cold realities-- the smile of a stranger, the random act of 

kindness anonymously passed on; spiritual blessings. 

Resurrections come with excitement and joy; and with fear and trepidation, even doubts:  Can 

I believe in this new reality?  How much should I invest in it?  How long will it last?   

Resurrections come and ripple through our understandings of the world, relationships, and 

our connections to God.  They can disturb our world; they can cause discomfort.  But perhaps 

that is necessary for us to pay attention to their power. 
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As Christians, the Resurrection is a mystery we will never fully comprehend.  Christ, once dead, 

is now alive again and has ascended into heaven as our Savior and LORD. 

The ripples of that reality are the basis of our faithτa faith strong enough to sustain us 

through the disturbances on the ponds of life; and through each new beginning that life sets 

before us. 

άtŜŀŎŜ ōŜ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳΣέ WŜǎǳǎ ƎƛŦǘǎ ǳǎ ŀƴŘΣ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ǘƛƳŜΣ ŀŎƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘ ƛǎ ƴƻǊƳŀƭ ŦƻǊ ǳǎ 

ǘƻ ōŜ ŦŜŜƭƛƴƎ ƻǳǊ ŦŜŀǊΣ ŘƻǳōǘΣ ǘǊƻǳōƭŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ ŀƴȄƛŜǘƛŜǎΦ  IŜ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ǘŜƭƭ ǳǎ άƪƴƻŎƪ ƛǘ ƻŦŦΦέ  IŜ 

offers us peaceτthe equivalent of the hug from someone we love to calm us down. 

wŜƛƴƘƻƭŘ bƛŜōǳƘǊ ŦŀƳƻǳǎƭȅ ǇǊŀȅŜŘΥ άDƻŘΣ ƎǊŀƴǘ ƳŜ ǘƘŜ ǎŜǊŜƴƛǘȅ ǘƻ ŀŎŎŜǇǘ ǘƘŜ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ L Ŏŀƴƴƻǘ 

ŎƘŀƴƎŜΦ  ¢ƘŜ ŎƻǳǊŀƎŜ ǘƻ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ǘƘŜ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ L ŎŀƴΤ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǿƛǎŘƻƳ ǘƻ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŜ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴŎŜΦέ 

This prayer does not wish away the disturbances either.  Rather, it teaches us to have faith and 

ƪŜŜǇ ǇŜŀŎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƳƛŘǎǘ ƻŦ ƭƛŦŜΩǎ ǊƛǇǇƭŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŘƛǎǘǳǊōŀƴŎŜǎΦ   

Perhaps our world and our personal lives would look very different if we practiced finding 

peace in the midst of the ripples each day. 

May we embrace this gift in the calm and serene times and in the shimmering disturbances of 

our daily living. 

Peace, 

Pastor Jeff 
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Easter Sunday: April 1, 2018    9:30 am 

Christ the Lord is Risen Today!  Join the festive throng as we 

worship and   celebrate in Word and Sacramenţ the Tomb is 

Empty and new life blossoms forth into our lives through 

God³s Grace! All are welcome!  

  

April 8, 2018:  When in Doubt¦ 

We encounter Thomas and his experience of the resurrection.  What 

does it have to say to us today?  We all have doubts.  How do they 

impact our faith? 

  

 April 15, 2018:  Called to Witness 

Have you ever been faced with a task that seemed so great you 

couldn³t accomplish it and so open ended you weren³t quite sure 

how to start?  That was the place of the early disciples after the 

resurrection.  What do we learn from their journey of faith? 

 

 April 22, 2018:  Better than Little Bo Peep 

Jesus is the good shepherd.  The good shepherd looks after the 

sheep̧ even more diligently than little bo peep.  Come and hear what 

the Gospel teaches us about being a shepherd to the flock of God³s 

sheep in today³s world. 

  

April 29, 2018:  The Joy of the Vineyard 

´I am the vine. You are the branches¦µ  Familiar words.  Yet what is Jesus 

truly saying here about our ability to know joy in relationship  
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Faith Formation classes are shared on Sunday mornings for our   children 

ages 3 through 6th grade.  Our children have been learning the basic 

Bible stories that are the foundation of our faith.  From the Creation in 

Genesis to the Resurrection of Christ, the Bible is filled with many tales of 

faith, struggle, victory and loss.  All of these things shape how and what 

we believe in our relationship with God.   Children are invited to join us 

weekly and grow together in their understanding of Christ³s call to 

discipleship and the awesomeness of our God!  Church School meets from 10:45 am to 11:30 am  

weekly. 

 !Řǳƭǘ CŀƛǘƘ CƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ 

Meeting weekly in the Conference Room from 11 am to 12 noon, the Adult Faith Formation class is 

studying in depth books of the Bible.  All are welcome! 

 aƛŘǿŜŜƪ .ƛōƭŜ {ǘǳŘȅ 

So many interpretations; so many predictions based out of the 

book of Revelation.  But what if Revelation speaks of events 

that have already passed?  What if Revelation isn³t so much 

about the end times as it is about history threatening to repeat 

itself?  Beginning in February, we will explore the book of 

Revelation and decode its imagery using interpretations faithful 

to the biblical context.  All are welcome.  We meet at 9:30 am 

           each Thursday. 

 /w9!¢L±9 ²95b9{5!¸ C9[[h²{ILt 

Meeting every Wednesday at 10 am, Creative Fellowship seeks to bring the 

arts into the worship space.   This Spring we are working on a mosaic of the 

chalice and bread, symbols of communion and the community in Christ; the 

sharing of God³s love that is the mission of the church.  All are welcome to 

participate! 
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C!aL[¸ D!a9 bLDI¢ 

!ǇǊƛƭ нуΣ нлму    с ǇƳ ǘƻ тΥол ǇƳ 

Family Game night is a blast! 

Bring your family (whoever lives under your roof) and friends and join us for a night of fellowship 

and fun! 

Bring your favorite board game or group game and jump in with your church family as we share 

some competitive fun and a bunch of laughs along the way!   All are welcome! 

We gather in Ehrhart Hall! 
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UPCOM ING EVENTS  
 

 

 
 

Saturday, April 28 
 

Lilac Girls by Martha Hall Kelly  
 

Recommended by a few readers in our group   
 
Inspired by the life of a real World War I I 
heroine, this powerful debut novel reveals an 
incredible story of love, redemption, and 
terrible secrets that were hidden for decades. 
 
 
 

Fri day ñFellowsò Fellowship 

 April 6 & May 4 at 7:00 am   
 
 

Join the ñmen of St. Stephenôsò for a 

morning of breakfast and fellowship.  
For mo re information, contact Dave 

Alexander at 215 -257 -7019 . 
 

 
 
 

 

HAPPENINGS IN THE PSEC  
Pennsylvania Southeast Conference & UCC  

 

 The PSEC Annual Sprin g Meeting will 
be held on June 1 - 3,  at West Chester 

University, West Chester, PA  

 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
You³re invited to a Women³s Luncheon 

 for 
 Mothers, Daughters, Sisters, Friends 

  
Saturday, May 5, 2018 

11 a.m.  
at St. Stephen³s UCC 

Ehrhart Hall 
  

 Join us as we gather to talk, to share, and to 
celebrate family and friendships with the 
women in our lives. 
  
Guest speaker will be ´Julia Childµ enacted by 
Linda Kenyon. 
  
Luncheon will include tea sandwiches/wraps 
which will be provided.  We are asking 
attendees to signup to bring finger foods, salads, 
desserts, and beverages.   
  
A free-will offering w ill be received.  A portion 
of the proceeds will be donated to a charitable 
cause. 
  
If you wish to attend, please sign up on the sheet 
in the hallway outside Ehrhart Hall.  
Reservations are due no later than Monday, 
April 30th.    
  
If you have any questions, please call  
Lucy White at 215-257-8586 or 215-421-8186 
or e-mail her at mrswhite@comcast.net  
Barb Boughter at 215-896-5340  
Judy Treffinger at 215-257-1259 
Brenda Hibbs at 215-257-0386 
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Vacation Bible School  

            
Helper /  

VBS Preparation Sign-up 
 

          Please consider lending a hand this  
          summer with Vacation Bible School.   

 
   

    July 8-12 from 6:30-8:30 pm.      
         

Name ______________________________  
 

Phone # _____________________________  
 

Email ______________________________ 
 

VBS Preparation: 
_____ Create decorations      _____ Decorate church 
_____ Provide supplies         _____ Publicity 
 

During our VBS: 
_____ Crafts   _____ Drama 
_____ Music   _____ Games 
_____ Worship   _____Science 
_____ Mission   _____ Snacks 
_____ Photographer                   _____Greeter 
                                                                Registration 
_____ Shepherding children to stations 

 
 
 

Please complete this form and place it in the offering 
plate or in Donna Wimmer½s mailbox.  Thank you! 

 

 
 
 
 

Vacation Bible School 
 

Fun!  Friends!  Snacks!  
Games!  Crafts!  Music! 

 
St. Stephen³s UCC. 

July 8-12, 2017 
6:30-8:30 pm 

 
Child #1 Name ________________________________ 
          Grade 
Birthdate_________Age:_______Completed________ 
 
Child #2 Name______________________________      
          Grade 
Birthdate__________Age:_____Completed________ 
 
Child #3 Name ________________________________ 
                      Grade 
Birthdate__________Age:_____Completed________ 
 
Address:_____________________________________ 
 
        
  
Phone#__________________Email________________ 
 
Parent(s) Name 
_____________________________________________ 
 
Emergency 
Phone#_______________________________________   
 
Allergies or other important information:  ___   
 
        
 
Church 
Affiliation:____________________________________ 
 

Please complete this form and place 
 it in the offering plate or in  

 Donna Wimmer³s mailbox.  Thank you! 
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 MISSION / OUTREACH  

 

 
 

Keystone³s annual banquet and auction event will be held on April  19 - 6:00p.m.  at the Indian Valley 
Country Club.  This special evening highlights the work of Keystone over the past year, recognizes many 
key volunteers and supporters and provides a fun night of fellowship.  Guests have the opportunity to 
bid on a large variety of items to raise funds for the mission of Keystone.  Call the Keystone office 215-
723-5430x121 to place your reservation. 
 

Prayer Shawl Ministry 
 
On Palm Sunday, March 25, 2018 we had have a blessing of the shawls.  Don't forget to keep 
crocheting, knitting or quilting shawls.  Directions are on the insert inside the brochure on outside of 
box.  Also, yarn donations are needed, there is a box designated for the yarn.  If you have any questions 
contact Pat Donahue.  Thanks you to all who have helped in this ministry. 

 
Visitation Team 

 
Much needed, people to go out and visit people in our congregation who need visits.  Please contact Pat 
Donahue for more information. 
  

Our Church Family  

APRIL BIRTHDAYS  
 
04/04   Robert Ockenfuss  Jr.   
04/05  Kristen Hardner Zaharuk  

04/10  Donald Stewart   
04/11  Elizabeth Boone   

04/13  Dottie Egan, Gail Smeraldi   
04/1 4 Robert Hardner  
04/18  Dorothy Wieder   

04/22   Raymond Mumbauer, Karen Phillips , 
Brenda Mergenthaler , Ryan Phillips   

04/23  Heather Winn   
04/25  Jean Dager, Janelle Ketterer   
04/26  Charlene Keim, Kristen Egan   

04/27  Scott Kingsbauer, Shane Hartzell,   
04/30  Jeffrey Wimmer   

 
H appy Birthday/ Godôs Blessings 

 

In Appreciation  
 
Thank you St. Stephen³s congregation for your 
cards, condolences, prayers and support during 
the loss of my mother and Alice and Jayna³s 
grandmother.  She was here several times over 
the five years and always told me how 
comfortable she felt in our church.  We don³t 
have family locally so we really appreciate all 
the support our church family has given us 
during this difficult time.   

 
Lisa, Michael, Jayna, Alice Wesley 
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