2 THESSALONIANS


Second Letter to the THESSALONIANS
1 Paul, Silas, and Timothy were followers of Jesus who encouraged others to follow God’s advice for a better life.  They wrote this letter to Jesus’ followers in Thessalonica, a prominent city on the northeastern coast of Greece.

Encouragement to Follow God’s Advice

Dear Friends,

We often thank God that you’re following God’s advice and caring more about others, as we encouraged you to do.  We’ve been telling Jesus’ other followers how well you’re doing, despite the fact that some people are giving you a hard time.  The time will come when God will let them suffer the consequences for refusing to follow God’s advice.  They’ll be miserable while you’ll be enjoying a better life.  We’re always asking God to help you follow God’s advice and generously help others in need, as Jesus did.
2 Since you’ve decided to follow his example, we want to caution you not to be surprised if someone claims that you were already enjoying the ultimate life.  Don’t let anyone mislead you.  We warned you while we were with you that some people are so self-centered that they’ll try to convince you to follow their advice instead of God’s.  Their self-centeredness is personified in Satan, who enables them to do extraordinary things to deceive you.  But they’ll eventually suffer the consequences for refusing to follow God’s advice. 
We’re thankful that God cares about you and is helping you follow God’s advice so you can enjoy a better life.  God is encouraging you through us, personally and by letter, to keep following Jesus’ example in everything you say and do.  3  When you pray, ask God to help us encourage others to follow it.
While we were with you, we worked day and night so we wouldn’t have to depend on you for food.  We didn’t have to, but we wanted to demonstrate that everyone should work for their food so they don’t impose on others.  We’ve heard that some people aren’t following our example, so you should encourage them to do so.
Final Comments

God wants to help you care about others as much as Jesus did so you’ll enjoy a wonderful life.
As usual, I’m sending greetings in my own handwriting.  

Sincerely,







Paul
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