Our world is filled with two kinds of good.  


There are the things we expect to be good.  



A birthday party, 



our team winning a championship, 



a Hawaii vacation.  

Then there are the things that are good, 


but we did not expect them to be good in that way.  

Watching our girls be brave 


and face their fears 



was a lot of work for all of us, 


but it was so good to see them on their bikes 



with huge grins.  

Tending the garden all summer 


with watering and weeding 



was hours of dedication from Lisa, 


but every one of those sweet unique carrots 



was a joy for Lisa to cultivate.  

These 15 years 


of being the pastor of this church have had their trials, 


times of wondering if my call was coming to an end, 



but then God would do bring something to bear fruit 




that made the trials all worth it.

I highlight these two types of good, 


because they kind of mark out the two types of Christianity 



you find in the United States.  

There is the follow Jesus 


and he will take away all your problems 


and wealth will fall like Manna from heaven 



if you love and trust him enough.  

Then there is the Jesus of scripture 


where if you follow Jesus, 



he will walk with you in the midst of your problems 



and you see his fingerprints on everything that helped you through the trial, 


which causes you to love and trust him more.

I highlight this difference in goodness, 


because the prophecies of these two chapters 



are so hard to say




 “this is good” 



under the first type of good.  

But as so many of them echo what Jesus did, 


we realize that this is how God brings about change and growth to his children.  

As we have watched a front tooth hang in the balance this past week, 


it has made it clear 



that growing in God 




is not without its pain and awkwardness, 




but what comes of it is so good.

We see this with Jerusalem and Judah.  


They are both besieged, 



the whole earth is against them.  

It is in this experience 


that God makes them like an immovable rock 


and allows them to stand against an incredible force.  

It is through this 


that Jerusalem and Judah finally do what God originally called them to do.  



Be a light to the nations.  


For the leaders finally recognize 



that the Lord Almighty is their God.  

Judah will basically supersize that day.  


The description reads like Super Mario eating mushrooms, 



first he doubles in size,




 then he starts throwing fireballs 




and picking up turtles.  


But none of this strength comes to be 



until the city and nation is under attack.

We hear this idea again


 in the people mourning for the one they have pierced.  

God fills them with his Spirit 


and they realize what has happened.  

They mourn like individuals who have lost their only son.  

They also mourn as a nation who has lost thousands in battle.  


The personal and corporate loss in piercing the Lord is tremendous.  

If we followed the chapter breaks, 


we would be left with defeat and sorrow.  

We would experience the hard work, 


but not see the benefit.  

Why would God have someone pierced like this?  


Chapter 13 verse 1 makes it clear why.  

We hear for the 7th of 9 times, 


“On that day.”  

When the Lord is pierced, 


a fountain is opened.  



The fountain cleanses them from all sin and impurity.  

As we know from the New Testament, 


that fountain gushed from the Lord when he was pierced 


and his blood has washed away all of our sins.  

This fountain does not run 


unless there was the piercing of the Lord.  

This is something that would not fit the first definition of good, 


only the second.  

Many people can not see the goodness of God being pierced, 


because they have not welcomed the Spirit 



to allow them to mourn who they are 



and what they have done.  


When they do, 



their worlds are transformed.

The reality of the difference 


of this second type of good 



comes home in the prophets welcome.  

The idol of the care free and easy life


 is thrown down, 


along with the messengers who share it.  

As I have said many times from this pulpit.  


“Yes, God loves you just the way you are.  


At the same time, 



God loves you too much 




to leave you just the way you are.”  

There are times when growth occurs so rapidly 


that we need a rest to recover 


and realize what God is doing.  

But if you have not realized an area of growth in your life 


in the last 3-6 months, 



you are not reading God's word very often or very well.  

Or you have been listening to the world's prophets 


and worshipping their idols.  



You have money, 



your have your retirement, 



you served God when you were younger, 




now just drift into the sunset would be the false prophet's message.  

There will be a day 


when a parent hearing their child promote this 


and other types of idol worship 



will lead the parents to stab him.  

They will stop claiming to know what God desires, 


because they don't know.  

But we do.  


We have seen the Good Shepherd come, 


and be pierced, 


and provide the cleansing waters that we will wash Sylas in here shortly.  

As our shepherd was struck, 


we were scattered.  

Again, it was in that hardship 


that the remnant was brought into the fire 



and refined like silver 



and tested like Gold, 


burning the impurities out of us, 



so that we could fully appreciate what our savior and shepherd did for us 




when he was pierced.  

This is how God brings us to a place 


where we are his people 


and we realize the truth that was there all along, 



the Lord is our God.  

This becomes evident 


not when things are easy and everything falls in our lap.  

This is evident when we are walking the hard road 


and see the Lord doing what we ourselves could never do.  

When trials are upon us 


and we are able to make it through them in ways we never thought possible.  

It is then, 


that we finally understand what God's goodness is 


and how he is calling us to be his people.
