Feast of Corpus Christi
June 14, 2020

WEEKLY REFLECTION:
Feast of the Most Holy Body and Blood of Christ
(Corpus Christi)
This year Pope Francis will celebrate the Solemnity Feast of The Most Holy
Body and Blood of Christ in St. Peter's Basilica with a small number of the
faithful, around fifty people. The liturgy will conclude with Exposition of the
Blessed Sacrament and Benediction. We hope in another year we will be
celebrating the feast together in St. Theresa's.
This feast honours Jesus present in the Blessed Sacrament. It dates back to
the 13th. century following a mystical experience of a Belgian nun and was
extended by the Pope of that time, to the whole Church following a Eucharistic
experience of a priest on pilgrimage to Italy. The Catechism states: Because
Christ our Redeemer said that it was truly his body that he was offering under
the species of bread it has always been the conviction of the Church of God,
and this Holy Council now declares again, that by the consecration of the bread
and wine there takes place a change of the whole substance of the bread into
the substance of the Body of Christ our Lord and of the whole substance of the
wine into the substance of his blood. This change the holy Catholic Church has
fittingly and properly called transubstantiation. (Council of Trent)
In today's Gospel we read "Jesus said to the people, I am the living bread that I
will give for the life of the world is my flesh." Every Mass is a commemoration of
Jesus' Last Supper and a proclamation and a participation of this mystery. We
celebrate what we believe. We express our faith in the risen Christ who gave his
life for us out of love.

PASTORAL TEAM MESSAGE:
Last Sunday we hosted our first St. Theresa’s Online Meet & Greet. It was an opportunity
for parishioners to come together as a group (and then in small groups) to chat, check-in
and just spend some social time together with each other and Father Francesco.
It was lovely to see our community come together - even if only online!
Maybe we fumbled with our technology a little, it might be that we talked over each other
on occasion, perhaps some got disconnected and had to re-connect - such is how it is with
new technologies and new ways. Even with a few human and computer foibles - it was
awesome to see so many faces, to hear news (some happy and some sad) from each
other, and to just be together to talk and spend some time in community. We believe it also
buoyed the spirit of our Pastor - Father Francesco has been missing us a lot these last few
months and finally he got to see and talk to us in a group setting.
The Pastoral Team is calling the St. Theresa’s Online Meet & Greet a complete success!
From this experience, we have decided to host these online events every two weeks for all
those that wish to participate.
The next Meet & Greet will be after Mass on Sunday, June 21st at 11:00am. An invitation
will be sent to all those who participated in the first meeting and to every one else from
within St. Theresa’s. Look out for instructions in the next bulletin (Thursday, June 18th). We
will meet for half an hour or so and see where the conversation takes us.
We hope you will join us then and there!

There are garden beds on the
church grounds that have held
tomato plants and herbs over the
past several years. They will
require maintenance, plants and
regular watering this summer.
Anyone interested in helping
with this project are invited to
email Teresa Flinn at
tflinn@eastlink.ca
This could be a lovely
opportunity to join together as a
community. We can discuss
schedules to ensure proper social
distancing.

FOR THE CHILDREN IN RELIGIOUS ED AND US ALL
There is a very special way that Jesus wants to be with us and gives himself to
us. We call this the Mass or the Holy Eucharist. Today we celebrate Corpus
Christi, the Body and blood of Christ! Do you remember what happens at the
Mass? Ordinary bread and wine are transformed into the body and blood of
Jesus! The bread and wine still looks the same BUT it really is Jesus present to
us. Jesus tells us “I am the living bread that comes down from heaven…
whoever eats my flesh and drinks my blood lives in me and I in them..”
Do these words sound strange? My flesh (body), my blood? Jesus is saying,
“This is me, all of me”. Jesus calls us by name to come to the altar table so he
can give ALL of himself to us as Bread and wine. We need food for our souls as
well as our body. We come together at the table of the altar as a family to share
in this special feast.
We also believe that Jesus calls certain people to help in this offering of
himself, priests! Who were the first priests? The Apostles! Priests have
continued to do Jesus’s work and be like him. They help bring Jesus to us in
many ways, but in a VERY special way at Mass by consecrating the Eucharist!
We believe at that moment, the priest becomes the person of Jesus Christ. The
Eucharist means Thanksgiving! Some more mysteries to think about!
What can we say for this great gift? What can we offer Jesus?

FINANCE CORNER
Check out the St. Theresa’s 2019 Annual Financial Report to Parishioners:

You also gave: $10,247.09 to St. Vincent de Paul through the collections and weekly
poor box $7,219.10 in Diocesan and national collections. You participated generously
in CWL, Youth Group and Parish Council sponsored activities.
Submitted by St. Theresa’s Finance Council: Michael Butler, Chair; Anne D'Souza,
Anne Flinn, Murray MacGray, Eleanor Marriott, Dan O’Connor, Fr. Francesco Pirisi, FoH

This is the final financial report for St. Theresa’s Parish. Our church community is now part
of the Parish of St. Francis and St. Clare of Assisi, but a financial report on St. Theresa’s
Church will still be made to you.
In terms of parish finances, 2019 was a stable year with two significant differences:
• The death of long-time caretaker Wayne MacPherson, and
• major repairs
Without the extraordinary cost of major repairs, St. Theresa’s would have had another
surplus year. The tremendous generosity of parishioners who made large unsolicited
contributions toward the cost of major repairs means that 2019 ended with a relatively small
deficit. You see that revenue from donations and fundraising for capital costs increased by
more than $53,000. Nevertheless, last year we had the first deficit since 2014.
In 2019 up to the present, St. Theresa’s has proceeded with the plan to pay for the net costs
of the new flat roof and a thorough investigation of the exterior building walls by consulting
engineers by using some of our funds on deposit with the Archdiocese as well as recently
accumulated surpluses in our bank account.
The goal has been to have a report for parishioners later this year (and we still hope to meet
this goal despite the pandemic) about the options for the exterior building walls, so you are
well informed about the situation and then have time to consider how our church community
should proceed.
In 2019 there was a sustained focus on the pastoral mission of St. Theresa’s, with more
investment in adult and children’s education, parish fun days and other steps to enrich parish
life.
Contract workers and dedicated volunteers are now doing much of the work that Wayne did
for many years. There is no plan to hire a new full-time caretaker. As a result it will take time
to fully understand all the work that Wayne did and to determine how we best proceed to
perform Wayne’s various duties with this different approach.
Merger of parishes was always going to make this a unique and uncertain year, but none of
us foresaw how challenging 2020 would become for the world of which we are a small part.
It will only be possible to understand the full impact of the pandemic when we look back on
the course of events. St. Theresa’s Finance Team supporting the Finance Council of St.
Francis and St. Clare of Assisi Parish continue to seek opportunities to keep revenues stable
and minimize expenses during the pandemic.
A detailed breakdown of revenue and expense items, usually provided for the parish Annual
General Meeting, follows.
God bless you in keeping St. Theresa’s strong!

Details of Amounts in Revenue and Expenses

Other Collections

$21,006.76

Advent/Lenten Folders
Christmas
Easter
Fuel
Half Yearly
Initial Offering
New Year's Collection
Stole Fees
Appeal Rebate

305.00
10,042.75
3,190.00
1,915.00
2,379.50
1,121.00
1,712.51
320.00
21.00

Interest and other revenue

$24,637.37

Flowers
Hall Rental
Missals
Vigils
Interest on Deposit-Diocese
Pastoral Assistance Receipts
Memorial Book

1,705.00
11,336.50
1,312.15
3,004.03
7,144.69
85.00
50.00

Clergy and Liturgy Expense

$25,736.60

Musicians/Pastoral Assistance
Salary Priest
Room & Board
Missals and Calendars

2,430.00
17,000.00
4,980.00
1,326.60

Parish Office & Staff Expense

$71,446.26

Salary - Staff
Benefits - Staff
Accounting and Legal Fees

52,013.86
15,292.40
4,140.00

Other Church Utilities & Maintenance Expense $31,874.24
Electricity
Water
Furnace Repair
Maintenance & Repairs
Snow Plowing

5,518.93
1,264.15
2,036.80
18,577.65
4,476.71

Parish Community Activities Expense

$31,004.21

Religious Education
Hall
Postage
Church Supplies General
Flowers
Office
Communications
Property Taxes
Miscellaneous (Parish Council, Youth Group)

1,339.72
522.59
331.40
11,529.86
1,742.55
5,802.89
4,028.50
131.91
5,574.79

Residence Expense

$17,202.40

Electricity
Water
Insurance was not broken out from the overall bill
this year. In 2018 it was $1,384.86.
Maintenance
Property Taxes

6,589.29
783.58
_
4,991.45
4,838.08

DIOCESAN NEWS
UIP Program – Application Deadline July 15
“The harvest is plentiful, but the
labourers are few.”
Consider applying to the diocesan
EQUIP program to be equipped to
be an evangelist within your parish
and the wider community. EQUIP
is a 3-year program where you will
experience retreats, classes at
Atlantic School of Theology, and practical webinars to help you develop your
God-given gifts and live out the mission God gave you.
Online-programs let people from across the diocese take part from wherever
they are. The program begins in September, but applications close on July 15
so visit the website and apply today. Scholarships available for successful
candidates.

For more information visit www.halifaxyarmouth.org/EQUIP or email Chris
O’Hara at cohara@halifaxyarmouth.org.

Thank you for Your Supporting your Parish!

We encourage you to continue to
support your parish during this
difficult time. Parish financial
obligations continue and your
contributions are vital to help your
parish find safe and meaningful ways
to reach out to people in these
challenging days.
Please contact your parish to learn about your options to give. You can send an
e-transfer to finance@halifaxyarmouth.org or visit www.halifaxyarmouth.org to
make a donation to your local parish. We are very grateful for your continued
support.

Employment Listings

Are you looking for a job in the
Archdiocese of Halifax-Yarmouth?
New employment postings are up
and include: Human Resources
Manager, Parish Administrator, and
Youth
Coordinator. Contact the
Archdiocesan
information.
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