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Pastoral thoughts

Each and every time when we talk about the Holy Cross, it brings us new strength with new
confidence that God leads this world with His Almighty Will. What is the crucifixion? It is one
thing for man and another thing for God. Even after the Lord’s crucifixion, which changed the
whole philosophy and understanding about the cross, it remained the same in minds and thoughts
of humanity. Understanding is nothing if there is no faith. We can’t explain and describe what
Jesus did for us onthe Cross. There is no way to understand what kind of tortures passed through
Jesus Christ to bring salvation for mankind.

On the way to the crucifixion, Jesus made a very remarkable statement. A great number of the
people followed Him, and among them were women who were beating their breasts and wailing
for Him. Jesus turned to them and said; “Daughters of Jerusalem, weep not for me, but weep for
yourselves, and for your children...For if they do this when the wood is green, what will happen
when it is dry?”” (Luke 23)

The Bible tells us how unsparingly they tortured Jesus and sacrificed him on the Cross. Willingly
going to the crucifixion, Jesus showed unprecedented humility which had been predicted in the
Old Testament. Prophet Isaiah who lived and prophesied approximately 740 years before Jesus
Christ, said about the Lord’s crucifixion; * He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, yet he opened
not his mouth: he is brought as a lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep before her shearers is
dumb, so he openeth not his mouth.” (Isaiah 53:7)

Many people before Jesus Christ had been condemned to crucifixion which was 4 Jjudgment against their
deeds, fair or unfair and they all died on the cross. Jesus changed the understand ing about the Cross which
hasn’t been changed yet in our minds. Such a humility perpetuated by our Lord opens our outlook in front
of God’s miracles, where our crucified and resurrected Savior, spreading his arms is saying: “Come to
me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest.” (Matthew 11:28)

With such an understanding we need to celebrate the Exultation of the Holy Cross which we will
celebrate Sunday, September 11™. This celebration tells us about the triumph of our Lord whose
last words were: “1 have told you these things, so that in me you may have peace. In this world,
you will have trouble. But take heart! I have overcome the world.” (John 16:33)

© With Love of Christ,
Rev. Fr. Zaven Markosyan
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Udbl whqund, bipp dbbp junumad Gbp Unpp vash dwupl, wib dkq phipmd b Unp mud, unp
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ghunulgnupmip wundwdwht hpwopltiph unadundp, npabn pwsdwsd b hwpmpmil wowas
ubtp Skpp' wwpwskinyg bp dknphpb wumd b «Pud down kikp, wdbl Juwunwlpubibp b
phnlwuinpmwstbp, b ku hwighun §unwd dkgy: (Uuunp. 11:28)
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htdbny fwnunniphtt nibbkwp: Uponbn, wolmphmyd Gkgmphb gihnh ntbbbwp, vwlpogh
pwigun ipmibigh®p, npmjhbnb bu junphgh mg}umph}lﬁ_)}: {Zzmlh. 16:33)
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Parish Notes REMINDER

Sister Churches Luncheon will be held

Saturday, September 10, 2016 at 11:30 a.m.

BULLETIN SPONSORSHIP - at Holy Trinity Armenian Apostolic
THIS 2016 SEPTEMBER BULLETIN IS Church, 2226 Ventura Street, Fresno, CA
SPONSORED BY 93721, No tickets will be sold at the door.
JOHN AND JANET GOMES
IN MEMORY OF JANET’S PARENT’S Sunday School will resume on Sunday,
GARABED AND ROSE September 11, 2016. Sunday School meets
SIMONIAN on the second and fourth Sundays of each
month at 11:00 a.m. during the school .
ALTAR FLOWER DONATIONS year. Welcome all children!

August 14, 2014 — Parish Council

Grandparents’ Day Brunch will be hosted

The Ways & Means Committee held its by the Ladies Society on Sunday,

annual Asdvadzazin Bake Sale on August September 11, 2016 after Divine Liturgy in
14, Profits were $ 1,500. All proceeds will the Majarian Hall. (See flyer)

: go to St. Mary general fund. This could
not be possible without the generous ACYO Bake Sale will be held on
donation of time and materials thar go into | | Grandparents’ Day, Sunday, September 11,
this sale. Special thanks go to all who | 2016 after Divine Liturgy in the Majarian
participated, both as donors of the items for Hall. (See flyer)
sale, and those who purchased them.

 Thank you al. ' | | ACYO meeting will be held on Sunday,

. September 11, 2016 directly after Church

| Faith of Zion meeting will be held on Services. ..

Tuesday, September 6, 2016 at The Lunch

Box, 112 N. Court Street in Downtown Ways and Means Committee meeting will

Visalia at 6:00 p.m. : be held on Tuesday, September 13, 2016 at
Ryan’s in Visalia on Mooney Blvd. at
Ladies Society next scheduled meeting will 6:00 p.1m.

be held on Wednesday, September 7, 2016

at Ryan’s Place Restaurant on Mooney

| Armenian Religious and Language Classes |
Blvd. in Visalia at 6:30 p.m. & &uag -

will start on Wednesday, September 14,

2016. Classes will be held on the 2™ and

REMINDER 4" Wednesdays of each month at 6:30 p-m.
St. Mary Spiritual Conversation meeting at the Visalia Library. If you ave
will resume on it’humflay, September &, interested, please contact the Church
2016. The meeting will be held on the Office at (559) 528-6892 or Fr. Zaven at

| second and fourth Thursdays of each | (818) 644-9398,

month at 2:00 p.m., home rotation. Please

come and join in. If you have any

i questions, please call the Church Office at
| (559) 528-6892 or Fr. Zaven at (818) 644-
9398.

Parish Council meeting will be held on
Thursday, September 15, 2016 in the
| Majarian Hall at 7:00 p.m.

| Join Faith of Zion at the 2 Annual
- Family Fun Day, Sunday, September 25,

| 2016 in St. Mary, Yettem Church yard after
| Church Services, (See flyer)




SUMMER CAMP APPLICATION
We have inserted a Camp Scholarship
Application with this newsletter. All voting
members may apply for reimbursement for
this year’s camp fees. Please complete the
\application and send it to the church office
no later than Friday, September 30, 2016.

Ladies Society Keshkeg luncheon meeting
will be held on Saturday, October 1, 2016

in the Majavian Hall at 11:30 a.m.

| SAVE THE DATE:

2016 Sunrise Service and Campout will be
held on Friday, October 7" and Saturday,
October 8" on the church grounds.

| (See flyer)

-\ SAVE THE DATE:

. St. Mary Shish Kebab Luncheon will be
held on Sunday, October 16, 2016 at the
VISALI4 ELKS LODGE from 11:00 a.m.
to 3:00 p.m. Sponsored by St. Mary Ways
and Means Committee. (See flyer)

| ACYO is selling Yettem T-Shirts for $10 at
church each Sunday.

Ladies Society is offering manti for sale as
a fund raiser. You may purchase one or
more packages on Sundays from Ladies

Society board members or by stopping in at i

 the church office on Tuesdays, Thursdays,
or Fridays from 9:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. The
manti is from Ohanyan’s Food Company

| in Fresno and are one pound packages.

We are selling them for $10.00 each.

Save Mart Shares

program changing to eScrip
St. Mary Armenian Church has received
nearly $7,800 from the Save Mart
SHARES program since we enrolled.
SHARES cards were distributed to our
parishioners to swipe at Save Mart, Lucky,
Food Maxx and Smart Foods stores. Your
participation has generated these funds
that directly benefit our Church.
Unfortunately, the program is being

- changed, and the SHARES cards are not

valid after March 31, 2016.

A new program known as eScrip began on
April 1 and you may still sign up for free
with your phone number at checkout when
you shop at the stores listed above. Save
Mart/eScrip will donate 3% of your
qualifying grocery purchase to St. Mary
Armenian Church, Yettem. Sign up at:
http:/hwww.escrip.com/shares and you will

| be able to designate St. Mary Armenian

Church as your charity of choice.

I have already vegistered 27 of you and
when you give your phone number at
checkout the program will work for you. T
encourage the rest of you to sign up; this is

| an easy way to help our Church

financially.
If you have difficulty signing up, please

| call me (733-8741) and I will do it for you.

Thank you for supporting the SHARES
program and signing up for the eScrip

{ progranm.

Jim Soxman
Ways & Means Chairman

| We have started a Monthly Movie Club. As
a group we will attend a movie the last
Friday of each month. Qur next movie
date is Friday, September 30, 2016, If you

| are interested, please call Debbie Sheklian

| at (559) 733-4417.

| DVD SET FOR SALE: St. Mary

Armenian Church, 100™ Anniversary, July
2,2011. DVD setis $25.00 and can be

| purchased by calling the Church office at

(559) 528-6892. Cost of mailing will be
$25.00 plus $6.00 for shipping and
handlings, a total of $31.00. Sponsored by
the Ways and Means Committee.




The “Armenian Genocide Survivors and
Heroes™ book can be purchased for $40 at
St. Mary Armenian Apostolic Church in
Yettem or contact the Church Office at
(359) 528-6892. If you wish a beok or
books mailed to you, the cost of mailing
| one, two, or three books will be an
additional $5.00. The cost of mailing four
or five books will be an additional $6.00.

| St. Mary Armenian Apostolic Church
| Office hours are Tuesday, Wednesday,

To St. Mary Parishioners: If you know of
anyone ill or in the hospital, please call
Rev. Fr. Zaven Markosyan at the Church
Office (559) 528-6892 or his cell (818) 644-
9398.

Thursday, Friday, from 9:30 a.m. to 2:30
pom.

PAYPAL
Our Parish has opened a “PayPal”
account to make it convenient for you to
make donations. You may access PayPal
through the St. Mary Yettem web-site
| (www. stmaryvettem.org) and click on the
“Donation” button on the bottom of the
Home Page. You may donate for General
Donations, Yughakins, Pledges,
Membership Dues, In Lieu of Flowers, or
pay for Altar Flowers you have ordered on
behalf of the Church.

. To St. Mary Parishioners: The Parish

Council would like to invite any
parishioner who may have concerns or
questions with anything dealing with
Church affairs. The Parish Council
meetings are held the third Thursday of
each month. To be placed on the agenda of
the meeting, please contact Der Zaven at
(818) 644-9398 or Bea Soxman Parish

Council Chairperson at (559) 623-2390.

REMINDER
If you have not sent in your 2016 Annual
Stewardship Pledge and Voting Member
Application, please do so as soon as
possible. If you need a form, call the

Church Office ar (559) 528-6892,

The St. Mary Armenian Church webpage
aGf WWw, Strnaryveiten. ory has been
redesigned. The old format was originally
designed in 2010. The new design will
work betier with today’s web browsers on
home computers, laptops, tablets and smart
phones. If yvou haven 't visited the websire
lazely, try it out and see all the information
that can be found online.

The Parish Council has approved to have
our weekly bulletin and the monthly
newsletier available for sponsorships. We
are not selling ads. This was done to help
affset costs. If you would like to sponsor an
edition of either publication please contact
the office, or there is a form at the front
desk in the church. The sponsorships for
the weekly bulletin are $25.00 per issue,
and {0 sponsor the monthly newsletter is
S100.00 per issue.

If you wish to place any information in
the monthly Bulletin, please notify the
Church Office by the 20™ of month.
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St. Mary Ladies Society
' Invites you to a Brunch
in Celebration of

‘Grandparents’ Day’
Sunday, September 11, 2016

9mmeﬁ5‘afe@ fo//bw;’nﬁ church services in the Majarian Hall

SOEnjoy a Delicious Brunch ...

featuring—Beeshee -

and many other specialties(8 7.

Entertainment to follow ﬁ'om our Sunda.y School...

S
.
B

$12 per Adult and $8 per Child (10 and under)

-To reserve a table, Call Tina Peters 559-967-2593 or
 e-mail: dtpeters@lightspeed.net by September 9.

RESERVATIONS ARE NOT REQUIRED

Celebrate Grandparents...
Everyone Welcomel!!!



BAKE SALE

After Church Services

! Sunday, September 11, 2016

(Grandparent’s Day)

Freshly Baked Armenian Desserts
Handmade by
the ACYO Members

ALSO AVAILABLE
St. Mary Yettem
T-shirts
For only $10.00
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ARMENIAN CHURCH SUMMER CAMP - 2016
ST. MARY ARMENIAN CHURCH — YETTEM, CALIFORNIA
MEKJIAN/KUTUMIAN SPONSORSHIP APPLICATION FORM

Through the generosity of the donors of the Mekjian/Kutumian Funds, St. Mary Armenian
Church of - Yettem, California is able to offer partial sponsorship for children who attend the
- Armenian Church Summer. Camp. The amount of the sponsorship funds -allocated to any
individual is dependent upon the annual revenue availabie from the funds and the number of
campers applying for sponsorship. The sponsorship funds are awarded in the form of partial
reimbursement for camp fees paid. According to the guidelines of the trust agreement, priority is
given to children and then grandchildren of voting members, respectivély. Anyone who has camp
age children or grandchiidren that attended Armenian Summer Camp is eligible to apply for the
Mekjian/Kutumian Camp Fund Sponsorship. -

In order to expedite the disbursement of the funds, the Parish Council of St. Mary Ai'menién
Church is implementing a sponsorship application system. The Sponsorship application form
must be submitted in order for the sponsorship funds to be awarded.

In order to process the application, please complete and return the form to the Church Office by
September 30, 2016. (Please print and use one form per camper.) This form may be reproduced
or additional forms may be obtained from the Church Office.

Name of Camper

" Address

" City State__ Zip Code

Phone Number

Birth Date |

Age

Camp Week Attended (circle one) 1™ 2™ 3 4

Camp Fee Paid §

Make Check Payable to:

i
£
Is the camper receiving camp fee reimbursement from any other source] Yes No

If ves, from where?

In what amount? $

oamh T g RS TR R




2016 Sunrise Service and Campout
Friday, October 7th - Saturday October 8"

* Campout on church grounds
* Set up beginning at 5 PV
® Bring tents, trailers, RVs
¢ BBQ provided includes:
Hot dogs, beans, chips,
soft drinks and S'mores

* Fellowship under the stars

*Rise early and worship together at sunrise

s

*Fantastic outdoor breakfast after services
includes: Pancakes, eggs, bacon, juice
and coffee

For more information call: Margie Lynn Davidian at 679-8794




St. Mary Armenian Church of Yettem

Shish Kebab

LUNCHEON
Featuring Hagopian’s Deli Lamb Shish Kebab

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 16, 2016
11:00 AM. - 3:00 P.M.

VISALIA ELKS LODGE

3100 W. Main — just east of County Center Dr.

Tlcket Price: $20

Dlne in or Take Out or Drive Thru

Lunch includes: Lamb shish-kebab, rice pilaf, salad,
gourmet green beans, peda bread & dessert

Sponsored by St. Mary Ways & Means Committee



The owners of Redi-Rooter in Visalia generously donated a brand new water
heater and the installation fees to our church. We want to publically thank Jerry
and Lauralee Kieinhans for this wonderful gesture.

< 2
e
B35

STATE LIC # BAEOSR

1645 E. MINERAL KING AVENUE
PO BOX 4474

VISALIA, CA, 93278

REDI-ROOTER PLUMBING, INC.

Tetephone (55%) 627-6790
Fax (559) 627-6794

&-8-14

St. Mary's Armenian Church,

In this lefter we are enclosing a check for $3500.00. We did a job for your
church on February 12, 20716 Invoics # 68042 for $ 3240.30. We know that
God is doing wonderful things in your church. Finances can be an kssue
with many churches and when something like the water heater goes out
its on expense that wasn't planned for, and they are not inexpensive.

God has blessed us so greatly in our business over the past 35 years, We
would like 1o take this opportunily 1o biess your church by giving back the
meoney you had to spend on the water heater replacement. Many
peopie in your congregaiion have used us over the years and we are very
grateful for them. We fhank you for caliing us and frusting us 1o do the job.
We fruly appreciate your businass,

Jerry and Lauralee Kleinhans
Redi-Rooter PFlumbing, Inc.
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Feast of Exaltation of the Holy Cross

Feast of the Exaltation of the Holy Cross is the last one of the five major feasts of the Armenian
Apostolic Church. It is the most important feast among the feasts dedicated 1o the Holy Cross, as
it is dedicated to the history of the return of the Holy Cross from imprisonment, its elevation and
glorification, In the Armenian Apostolic Church the Feast of the Exaltation of the Holy Cross is
celebrated on Sunday during the period between September 11-17. This year that date is
September 11, and the Monday following the Feast is a Memorial Day. In 610 A. D, the Persian
King Khosrov with a large army attacks the Byzantine Empire. Enthusiastic about the initial
victory, in 614 A. D. the Persian army enters Jerusalem. Many people are killed and many are
imprisoned. Pontiff Zakaria, the Patriarch of Jerusalem is imprisoned, too. However, the Persians
are not satisfied and enter the Church of Holy Sepulcher and take the Holy Cross kept'in the
Church. The Holy Cross had been found and installed in the Church for the Christians fo worship
by Heghineh, the mother of the King Costandianos, in the beginning of the 4th century. In 628
A. D., the Byzantine army led by the King Herakles fight against the Persians to retarn the Holy
Cross. The Armenian army regiment, led by Mzhezh Gnounie, supported the Persian army. With
the Lord’s help the Byzantine army wins the battle. The Holy Cross is solemnly brought to the
Armenian fown Karin, from where it is carried to Constantinople, and then - to Jerusalem. On the
way the Holy Cross was raised for the people to see and worship. For Christians the Cross is
God’s power and strength and pride of all prides, on 'which Christ’s innocent blood was shed. By
means of the Cross Jesus proved His love towards mankind, and the Cross became for us the
symbol of hope, love and saving.
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