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From the Cantor`s Studio
Cantor Jonathan Grant
“Joy and gladness shall be found therein; thanksgiving and the voice of melody!” (Isaiah 51:3)

My heart is filled to overflowing with gratitude to
Our Wonderful Rabbis
Our Amazing Staff
Our Dedicated Gala Chairs and Lay Leaders
Our Donors
My Loving Wife and Friends
For your Love and Support through the years.
Thank you for this extraordinary honor!
Love,
To see the rest of the photos taken by
John Wolfsohn Photography & Video
visit: www.tby.org/gala.html

A Message from our Senior Rabbi
Rabbi Gersh Zylberman
Purim, Passover, and Fake News?
We live in an age of fake news, alternative facts and
“truthiness,” where objective reality is too often obscured
by preferred but ultimately false reality. As Stephen
Colbert once said, today we are increasingly divided into
“those who think with their head and those who know
with their heart.”
As a person whose career began on busy hospital
wards, I was trained to pursue evidence-based practice
whenever possible. Do vaccines work and are they
generally safe? Well, yes, because data. Which
treatment protocol should we use to treat this patient
suffering a heart attack? Let’s use the one backed up by
the latest peer-reviewed, published trials. While
human judgement is fallible and many areas of
medicine remain uncertain, for the most part, medical
professionals seek to manage patients based on
scientific principles and the ever-expanding pool of
verifiable evidence.

But for us living in the
modern world, we understand that historical truth is
only one aspect of truth
and that disproving the
historical veracity of a
biblical narrative does not
necessarily invalidate the
truth that emerges from
the narrative. While the events of the Book of Esther
may well never have happened, it is true that over the
centuries many have risen up to destroy our people,
and yet we are still here (see Babylonian, Persian,
Greek and Roman Empires, for a start). And it is true
that when evil leaders rise to power, good people (like
Esther and Mordechai) can step up at great personal
risk and defeat them. While the Exodus of 600,000
men (plus even more women and children) probably
never actually happened, it is true that slavery is an
evil that must be defeated and that when we imagine
ourselves as having been slaves in Egypt, we can
develop empathy and compassion for those who are
subjugated in our own day, and seek to bring justice
and freedom to their lives.

Yet there are aspects of life for which data and
evidence may be interesting, but ultimately
unpersuasive, in the pursuit of truth. For example, in the
spring, we celebrate two holidays that highlight our
people’s victory over those who sought to harm us.
First, there is Purim, as described in the Book of
Esther, when the evil Haman was defeated in his plot While there are areas of life where we must insist on
to commit genocide on the Jewish people throughout objective truth (like when our doctors advise us on the
the Persian Empire. Second, there is Passover, the best course of treatment), when it comes to our
celebration of our miraculous deliverance from spiritual lives, truth can come in many forms, and
persecution and slavery in Egypt. Despite these stories’ ancient and sacred stories lovingly transmitted by our
central place in the Hebrew Bible and Jewish people through the ages can inspire us to be better
calendar, archeologists and scholars of the Ancient and to do better, even if their historical claims are
Near East are virtually unanimous in concluding that questionable. This year, as we celebrate Purim and
the Book of Esther is a work of fiction and that the Exo- Passover, let us imagine ourselves as modern day
Esthers and Mordechais, who have the power to stand
dus, as described in the Torah, never actually
up to and defeat those who seek to do evil. And let’s
happened. For some, these scholarly pronouncements
envisage ourselves as being freed from slavery in
are devastating and lead to the loss of faith: if the
Egypt. In so doing, may we be ever thankful for the
biblical stories are not historically accurate, then they
freedoms we enjoy, and may we be inspired to bring
are fraudulent and wastes of time! For others, these
freedom to those who need it more than ever.
views are so threatening that they must be
condemned and refuted at all costs (see the History
Channel and those who deny biological evolution).
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The President `s Pen
Coby Sonenshine - President
Temple Bat Yahm has a rich history of gathering for Simchas and our Annual
Gala a few weeks ago was no exception. I was struck how truly lucky we are. Our
wonderful staff and energetic volunteers had sold out the event and transformed
our Social Hall into an intimate cabaret-inspired venue.
Of course the food and wine were delicious and the jazz band a true treat, but
what really made the night special was the love demonstrated for our honoree,
Cantor Jonathan Grant, honoring his 25th anniversary with Temple Bat Yahm.
An inspiring Hora, touching toasts, and rousing performances by Rabbi
Zylberman and three of our congregants, Jeff Margolis, Charlie Nightingale and
Allyson Sonenshine, all made me feel very blessed to be a member of TBY. I don’t
think there was a single attendee who didn’t notice the love, affection, and unity of our congregation. It is nights
like these which make me a truly proud TBY member.
I am already looking forward to the next event when we can yet again demonstrate that we truly live by our
tagline - Strength of Tradition, Warmth of Community.

Tribute Funds in Action: Duarte Family Social Action Fund
One of the more active Tribute Funds is our Social Action Fund. It is used to
support TBY projects focused on local, national, Israeli, and international
social action issues. As a part of a larger commitment to Temple Bat Yahm,
Carrie Duarte and her family have chosen to contribute significantly and
rename the fund: The Duarte Family Social Action Fund.
“This is a great opportunity for our family to have an impact on helping
drive important social change, and to do it with the Synagogue. I have been
looking for the right way to contribute monetarily, as well as our time, to
something that has real meaning and purpose for us as a family. I am
excited to be able to do this with my children, have the opportunity to be
part of the planning and strategy for the fund, and then find opportunities
for us to get involved in activities that have meaning for us. I love that my
children will associate “doing good” with their connection to their faith and
the Temple Bat Yahm Community.” - Carrie Duarte

Stop Hunger Now—2017 & 2018

Tributes in memory of a loved one or in honor of a special occasion are a
very old and cherished Jewish tradition. Whatever fund you choose, please
know that your contribution will honor both the recipient and help sustain
our Temple community—a double mitzvah! Tributes can be made using the
form on page 28 or online at www.tby.org/ways-to-give.html (where there is
no additional handling fee).

A Message from our Executive Director
Stan Levy - Executive Director
I write this fresh off the weekend celebration kicking off JG25 – Cantor Grant’s 25th
Silver Anniversary Celebration! The Jazz Dinner & Auction Soiree was a hit! Not
only was the food and entertainment excellent, but the company was even better.
My favorite parts were the surprise performances of the evening. Thanks to our
members Jeff Margolis, Allyson Sonenshine, and Charlie Nightingale, as well as
Rabbi Gersh for lending their talents. As always, our Gala Committee and those on
my staff who worked tirelessly to ensure this was the best evening are to be
commended. The evening proved to be a success not only in celebrating our
Cantor, but also as a fundraiser for TBY. Supporting our Temple is crucial and it
really shows our strength as a community.
Another celebration is the return of Noe Ceja, member of our security/facilities team. After an extended medical
leave, he is back and in action. Together with Efrain and Kevin, we now have a strong in house security team that
is backed up by our auxiliary security team on weekends. Another security improvement has been the addition of
shatter proof film that is now covering all the windows in the ECE facing Camelback and the IDI parking lot. We
continue to place the safety of those we are responsible for as a top priority. To learn more about the progress
TBY has taken in the last seven years, turn to page 25 to hear from Security Taskforce member and Securing Our
Future Capital Campaign Construction Committee co-chair, Jeff Menkes.
Speaking of the ECE, the Capital Campaign was able to assist in taking the first steps in procuring a new play
structure on the preschool playground as a part the second phase of construction. That structure should be
installed before Passover. The pledges we have received to date are what make these changes and improvements
possible. If you have not pledged, now is the time to do so. You can also increase your pledge. Simply reach out
to myself or Orly Levy, Development Specialist (olevy@tby.org) to look at opportunities to help invest in our
future.
I am still as excited about what TBY has to offer as the day I accepted this position. The staff, clergy, and lay
leaders have done an exemplary job and challenge me on a daily basis. While I may have announced my retirement earlier this year, I am not the only one. Barry Koff, JCAL Director is also retiring and he will be dearly missed
by so many in our community. To hear more about his journey here at TBY and beyond, turn to page 10.
Remember, my door is always open to hear new ideas or suggestions that can enhance the TBY experience for all.

To learn more about the Security that
have been made to our campus,
please turn to page 25 to hear from
our Security Taskforce.
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Early Childhood Education - Preschool
Laura Gramling—Director
“WOOOOO HOOOOOO!” is the sound you’ll soon be hearing from the
Preschool, as we are excited to announce playground construction starting this
March. The Bobcat, Dump Truck, and Excavator will break ground and we
hope to inaugurate the playground in April!! We could not have done this
without the help of our kind donors, preschool families, and generous help from
the Capital Campaign. Thank you! Thank you! Thank you! And
although the Playground is so exciting, we have so many terrific things
happening at our Early Childhood Education Center. From PJS and Pops,
where we edited Eric Carle’s story of The Hungry Caterpillar to The Hungry
Preschooler; to our upcoming Purim Parties; to our Passover Exodus; to our 2019 Camp Yahm Yahm theme of
“An Incredible Summer,” it’s all happening at TBY in a Fabulous Way. And in honor of an amazing 36 years of
TBY preschool, we invite you to join us on the evening of Friday May 3, 2019 for a Shabbat recognizing our
wonderful Early Childhood Education Center. Alumni, Current Families and all Staff are encouraged to come and
celebrate our Chai Year. We could not be where we are today, without your support and encouragement. Thank
you for embodying such strong values and traditions, that our preschool has fostered and passed down from
generation to generation. L’Dor V’Dor.

Youth Engagement
Bye Bye Barry! Farewell from your team!
A Message from Youth Engagement Director,
Melinda Weiss
I remember the first interview I had with Barry and remember thinking, this guy would be a dream to work with
and that it has been. Working with Barry has been nothing but a pleasure and honor. He taught me so much
about engagement, creating Jewish moments, having a sense of humor in all aspects of life, and bringing
creativity into everything I do. I couldn’t imagine life without such an amazing mentor, spiritual guide and friend.
These last couple of years Barry has become a part of my family and I will miss interacting with him daily in the
office tremendously. I’ll miss our afternoon walks, ice cream sharing, challah making, and endless brainstorming
sessions. I love the way the kids interact with him, his dedication to JCAL curriculum and how well he treats our
teachers. His passion for Jewish education and dedication to JCAL has been inspiring. I hope his retirement is full
of endless memories, fun and relaxation. I look forward to continuing his legacy of JCAL.

A Message from JCAL Administrative Assistant,
Melissa Seidner
I was hired as the Religious School Administrator in 2009 by both Joanne Mercer and Barry Koff. When Joanne
retired in 2011, I hoped that I would continue to have a wonderful work experience with the new Religious School
Director. I am so fortunate that Barry became my direct supervisor. His devotion to the TBY youth and their
families is apparent in everything he does. His creative approach to Judaism with his creation of JCAL has
brought more of a camp atmosphere to learning which hopefully made coming to school on the weekends a little
less painful for the kids.
Barry has lived up to the high standard of Religious School Director that I had become accustomed to after
working with Joanne. I always knew that Barry would have my back if things got difficult. He has integrity and
stands up for what he believes is correct. Barry is not only my supervisor at TBY, but has become a friend. He
has a great sense of humor and is always making me laugh. He is knowledgeable on many different subjects; he
is Google personified. He has been my go to person for discussing my questions on Judaism, movie
recommendations, family matters, music, politics and so much more. While he will always be my friend, I will miss
my dose of Barry humor each day.
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Jewish Center for Arts & Learning (JCAL)
Barry Koff—Director
For the first ten years of my career as a Jewish educator, I joined my mentor,
Rabbi Bernie King, on the bimah each weekday around 2pm to “daven”
Mincha, the afternoon prayer service. Before our prayers began, we’d spend a
few minutes chatting about our day, which usually evolved into a mutual
“kvetching” session about the challenges of our respective positions. For Bernie, a
devotee of Kabbalah—Jewish mysticism—there was a simple explanation to our
daily tribulations: we were paying off our karmic debt.
“How will I know when I’ve finished paying off my karmic debt,” I jokingly asked
him one day.
“God will let you know,” he smiled as he began chanting the Ashrei, the opening
prayer.
I loved Bernie, but I must admit, I had my doubts about his mystical beliefs...until. Twenty eight years after Bernie
and I first shared the bima for our daily prayer sessions, I heard God’s voice. “Karmic debt...paid in full.”
As I complete the end of my 18th and final “chai” year at Temple Bat Yahm, let me thank all of my TBY teachers
past and present: clergy, JCAL staff, and colleagues. Thank you to Joanne Mercer, who called me 18 years ago
and asked, “Would you like to teach an 8th grade class?”
Finally, thanks to my real teachers: the hundreds of students with whom I shared a bit of Hebrew reading, Torah
learning, tikkun olam (fixing the world), and expression of Jewish identity through acting, singing, dancing, cooking, painting, video, and other creative arts. Or, in the words of a TBY 10-year-old sage, “I hate waking up on
Sunday morning and going to school. But when I get there, it’s fun.” Amen.

A Message from Former TBY Religious School Director,
Joanne Mercer
I met Barry in the late 90's at the OC BJE Jewish Educators' Association, when he was the Educator at another
synagogue. When he left his position to home school his children Jonathan and Shoshana, I offered him a job in
our religious school as a 7th grade Judaic teacher and lower grade Hebrew teacher. Jonathan and Shoshana became students in our school, b’nei mitzvah, confirmands, as well as madrichim. Barry was a master teacher and
performed with distinction. In 2005, he came Assistant Director of the Religious School. I loved working with
Barry, collaborating on special programs and enjoying his sense of humor. I especially remember his Jewish
Olympics, an event that required a significant amount of effort. When I retired in 2011, Barry became School
Director and JCAL was born. The rest is history! I wish Barry much happiness and contentment in his retirement
and thank him for his outstanding contributions in Jewish education for our children.

Barry Koff: A Jewish Life
1969: Removed from Fort Lee, NJ Jewish Community Center school for listening to New York Mets World Series
game on transistor radio with earphone running up his shirt during Hebrew
1970: Becomes a Bar Mitzvah, Temple Beth Hillel, Valley Village, CA
Rabbi begins his speech “Good things come in small packages”; 4’10’ Barry assaults the Rabbi, and vows
never to return until the Mets return to the World Series
1976: Begins his radio broadcasting career by doing the play-by-play with friend at CSU Northridge Hillel High
Holy Day services
1977-1988: Teams with a Jew from Queens, NY to form “Barry and the Beast” morning radio team; they appear
to be the only Jews in the community, so Simchat Torah is not mentioned on-air
1991: Marries Ann, who heroically puts up with him for the next 28 years
1991-2001: Director of Education at Congregation Shir Ha-Ma’laot
Wins PROTUS award for Best Public Relations Event/OC for organizing the “Southern California Bagel
Championship” to benefit Child Abuse Prevention Center
2001-2008: Hebrew/Judaic Studies Teacher at Temple Bat Yahm
Self-Appointed Commissioner of Hebrew Baseball
Introduces 7th Grade B’nei Mitzvah social action program
Plans and co-teaches new “Gesher” 8th-9th grade program
2004: Recipient of Grinspoon-Steinhardt Award, Nation’s Top 50 Jewish Educators
2007: Introduces TBY’s annual “Red, White, and Jew” 4th of July Salute to Jewish Americans
2009-2011: Named Hebrew Studies Director
Organizes TBY’s School-wide Maccabiah Games
Launches school’s computer-based Hebrew online and video calling instruction
2011: Succeeds Joanne Mercer as Director of Education
Re-brands religious school as Jewish Center for Arts and Education (JCAL)
2014: Initiates technology in the classroom with laptop computers and big-screen TV’s for online video and
Hebrew/Judaic resources and content curriculum
2014: Hires Melinda Weiss, TBY’s first full-time Youth Director
2018: Hires Melinda Weiss for the second time (she missed him terribly)
2019: Will be found at a National Park somewhere in the world doing what he does best: cooking, napping,
avoiding electronic devices, and appreciating the beauty and solitude of nature as God created
As a way to celebrate Barry and his commitment to the Temple Bat Yahm community, JCAL is hosting a special
Goodbye Barry BBQ on the last day of JCAL, Sunday, May 19th at 11:00 am. All current and past JCAL and
Religious School families are invited. For more information or to volunteer, please contact Melissa at
mseidner@tby.org
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Mazel Tov to our B`not Mitzvah!

Sarah Sonenshine

Alivia Ackerman

March 2, 2019

March 9, 2019

Vayakhel | ויקהל
Parents: Kerri & Danny Sonenshine
Mitzvah Project:
Raising money for the National Alopecia Areata
Foundation by making and selling homemade gifts
In her own words…
I am finally becoming a part of the Jewish adult community, following in my family’s traditions, and giving back is
something that I love doing and is important in Judaism.

Pekudei | פקודי
Parents: Anna & Adam Ackerman
Mitzvah Project:
Bookdrive2019.com (with Team Kids)
In her own words…
I am proud of my Judaism and I am glad I got to
celebrate it in a way that also allows me to help those
in need. My mitzvah project was rewarding not just for
me, but also to the students who were in need.

Sabina Schneider

Ava Lily Cohen

March 16, 2019

March 30, 2019

Vayikra | ויקרא
Parents: Marc Schneider & Elena Zaretzky
Mitzvah Project:
Animal Adoption
In her own words…
As I become a bat mitzvah, I am taking on the responsibilities of a Jewish adult. With this step, I become more
knowledgeable and independent in the ways of Judaism
and the Jewish culture.

Shmini | שמיני
Parents: Beth & Michael Cohen
Mitzvah Project:
Madrichim for JCAL
In her own words…
Being a bat mitzvah means taking on additional
responsibilities with Jewish adulthood. It also means
following in the footsteps of my Jewish ancestors. I
look forward to both of these rituals and having them
be a part of this Jewish community.

Mazel Tov to our B`not Mitzvah!

Sarah Rose Perkins

Aliya Kuncewiecki

April 6, 2019

April 13, 2019

Tazria | תזריע
Parents: Kevin & Lisa Levine Perkins
Mitzvah Project:
Fundraising for Jurupa Unified School District
In her own words…
Through years of studying, I now accept the
responsibilities that come with being a bat mitzvah
and I look forward to celebrating our traditions and
customs with my family.

Metzora | מצרע
Parents: Maggie & Harvey Kuncewiecki
Mitzvah Project:
Volunteering with Girls, Inc.
In her own words…
As a bat mitzvah, I begin to advance my learning
of Torah. My spiritual awareness has grown and
now have the tools to see life beyond the surface.
I’m honored to be called to read from the Torah.

Talia Besikoff

Naomi Arragon

April 27, 2019

May 4 , 2019

Achrei | אחרי
Parents: Sarah & Shad Besikoff
Mitzvah Project:
Blankets of Love & Oceana
In her own words…
It is important to focus on the values and things that
are meaningful to me as a young woman. I want to
make an impact on the world and contribute to
tikkun olam as a Jewish adult.

Achrei | אחרי
Parents: Marni & Jacques Arragon
Mitzvah Project:
Fast Friends Greyhound Rescue for Retired Dogs
In her own words…
I most look forward to doing mitzvot and random
acts of kindness on a daily basis. Being a Jewish adult
has responsibilities like these. I’m excited to share this
moment with my family and friends as well as the
Jewish community.
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Women of Temple Bat Yahm
Esther Hatfield Miller—President
Spring is around the Corner! We had a meaningful Sisterhood
Shabbat, led by Rabbi Rayna Gevurtz & Cantor Linda Ecker coupled
with a fun-filled terrarium making celebration of the new year of the
trees in honor of Tu B’Shevat. It reminds me of the times when
renewal of mind, body and essence are captured in this quote by
Stanley Kunitz, “I can hardly wait for tomorrow, it means a new life for
me each and every day.”
The Women of Temple Bat Yahm are thrilled to once again sponsor
the Purim Ponies at our Purim carnival. We’ve also been busy planning
for our Social Action project called “Moms Supporting MOMS OC” with
a Diaper Drive in the month of May. We will be collecting many
diapering related items: diapers of course, diaper cream, wipes, etc. So, if you’re inspired by
serving under-resourced moms in Orange County, please consider donating any amount and
type of diapering items you’d like. The collection barrels will be out in the TBY hub!
When we read our WTBY values at the beginning of each board meeting it’s this Gemilut
Chasadim (acts of kindness) that inspire us to do mitzvot for our community. We continue in the
value of L’dor V’dor, by leaving just a little bit left to do, to pass onto future members of WTBY
sisterhood who will in turn pass on to you!
To learn more about WTBY and become a member, visit www.tby.org/women-of-tby.html

Adult Ed
Ellen Phillips—Taskforce Chair
In Relational Judaism, Dr. Ron Wolfson outlines the many challenges facing any
Jewish organization seeking to engage people and provide them with a sense of
belonging. He says a rabbi once confided in him, “A woman who was a member of
my synagogue for 20 years resigned. I was shocked because she showed up to all
of our programs. So, I called her to ask why she was leaving. You know what she
said? ‘I came to everything, and I never met anybody.”
The TBY Connect program is one of the ways that we are seeking to address the
problem of turning a congregation into a true community. Through this program
we provide an opportunity for Temple members to make connections, congregant
to congregant and congregant to Rabbi. Small groups of 10-25 gather in a
member’s home with Rabbi Zylberman in attendance to help lead a discussion. The
host can opt for a particular topic for the discussion led by the rabbi, or leave it to the rabbi to decide. These
gatherings may be held on a week night or on a Saturday evening, which then includes a Havdalah service.
Every gathering is different, enjoyable and inspiring in its own way. Not formal, but comfortable and relaxed; low
tech in the very best way. These are gatherings of friends or soon-to-be-friends, connecting with each other and
with Rabbi. At one of the first TBY Connect evenings, two congregants met who realized that they already knew
each other because they met each day walking their dogs in the neighborhood, but neither had known that they
were both TBY members. At another event, Rabbi asked everyone where they had gone to high school; two
members realized they had grown up only a mile from each other and were alumni of the same school. At
another, two couples realized that their children had known each other for years, but they (the parents) had never
actually met. Discussions led by our Rabbi always provide food for thought and fresh insights into Jewish tradition
and the Jewish people.
If this kind of experience sounds appealing to you, it’s easy to get involved. There is no long-term commitment, but
the potential of gaining some lifelong TBY friends. If you would like to host, contact Brittany Wexler
(bwexler@tby.org, or call the Temple office). If you would like to be put on the list to attend, you can also contact
Brittany and she will add you our list and you’ll be contacted as soon as there is an event in your area.
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How It All Began...

The TBY story you are about to read is true! As we celebrate our beloved Temple Bat Yahm’s 45th
anniversary, our Founders tell us an amazing story of vision, purpose, commitment - physical and
financial - and yes, courage! They tell us of how it all began, their dream, their vision. They tell us
what this anniversary means to them and what they hope for the future!
Our story begins in the early 1970’s when 8 young Jewish couples, with small children, move into
the Newport Beach area and look to join a synagogue. They were a diverse group, Jewishly
speaking. Several of them were traditionally observant; some were from classic Reform
upbringings looking for a cultural community. Most importantly, they wanted a synagogue that
would have a religious school program for their children! They had arrived in the Newport Beach—
Irvine area through work transfers or job opportunities from other parts of California as well as other cities across the US.
Orange County did not have a large Jewish population. The Los Angeles area could boast that
claim. There were significant numbers of Jewish residents and therefore a large number of
synagogues representing all the various movements. The Jewish families living in OC had few
synagogues from which to choose.
One small congregation had formed in Newport Beach, founded by Rabbi Bernie King (z”l), were
renting the sanctuary of a church for Sabbath Services on Lido Isle. Rabbi King’s philosophy was
to be free of the responsibilities of “brick and mortar”, fund raising and mortgages. The Founders
were looking for stronger b’nai mitzvah and religious school programs. Congregation membership
was limited to 200 in order to facilitate intimacy and personal interaction.
Not knowing each other as yet, the 8 couples joined Harbor Reform and the vision of TBY was
born.

...45 Years of Temple Bat Yahm
A recent interview with our Founders Nina Balis, Joan & Bernie Rome, Winnie & Shelly Ross,
Leslea & Ed Miller, Susan & Larry Becker, Anita & Arthur Travers, and Esther Yank, gives a close,
personal look at how they began this important journey together. (Yale Barken and his wife Enid
(z”l) were also Founders and very active in the leadership of the split from Harbor Reform. They
moved to LA many years ago).
As each family became aware and informed of Harbor Reform’s plans
to remain a “no growth” congregation with limited programming, they
came together with a common goal.
Bernie and Joan Rome, reflect on those early days by saying “our
objective….was to establish a strong Jewish identity in Orange County
with a permanent facility, an excellent Religious School, a dynamic
Rabbi and no cap on the number of members”. Ed and Leslea Miler
expressed it as “a home of our own; a meaningful Sunday school on
Sunday so as not to compete with sports programs.

Joan & Bernie Rome

Nina Balis recalls how she and her husband, Len (of blessed memory),”
had a strong desire to have a good religious school for their children and
to be in a growing congregation”. Winnie and Shelly Ross shared that after joining Harbor Reform, “we soon realized, along with seven other families, we desired a more challenging experience. We wanted a quality education for adults as well as our children.”
Winnie explained how they began the process: “we contacted Rabbi
Erwin Herman, Executive Director of the West Coast UAHC (Union of
American Hebrew Congregations- now the URJ), and Norm Eichbert,
Nina Balis
UAHC President , for their direction and support. They agreed there was
a need for a congregation and helped the group move forward. Rabbi King was supportive as
long as we didn’t recruit members of his Temple.
They rented a room on the second floor of a small building on Coast
Highway in CDM, for meetings and Shabbat services on Friday night
and classroom space elsewhere for religious school on Sunday
morning. They elected Yale Barken as their first president and while
still a small number, Winnie Ross said “[we] decided to select a name
to avoid a hassle later when there were more members!” Since they
were near the ocean, the new congregation was named BAT YAHM Daughter by the Sea.
Winnie & Shelly Ross
17

Here We Are Today...
They collected $25 from everyone to pay for advertising and mailings. Membership was growing.
Susan Becker recalled that “Winnie was the Membership Chairperson and when anyone called to
inquire about the Temple, Winnie would invite them for dinner! Winnie and Shelly probably had
dinner guests every night!”
It did not take long til they needed a full time rabbi. Rabbi Mel Silverman was hired. He officiated
as Philip Balis became the first bar mitzvah of Temple Bat Yahm. Anita Travers taught all the
classes of the Religious School.
As more people joined, the 8 couples, now the officers of
Temple Bat Yahm, worked very hard to find places for Services,
obtain a Torah and prayer books, get an ark, and to provide
coffee and cookies for an oneg! They all had a part to play in
making their dream a reality!

Leslea & Ed Miller

Ed Miller notes that the families who joined in the early years
were very much a part of the successful beginning of TBY. They
are considered Charter Members and honored for their
contributions. A list of Charter Members can be found at the
end of this article.

Esther Yank had been active in the local Hadassah organization since
her move to Newport Beach in 1972 and used her experience to organize
the women of TBY to become the “Sisterhood”. This group then provided
leadership and workers for events that would raise funds for the growing
congregation. In addition, it also created an environment for bonding
and lasting friendships.
The Ross’ tennis court played an integral part in the evolving story of
Temple Bat Yahm. Shelly and Winnie hosted neighbors, TBY members
Esther Yank
and friends to play on the court. Relationships developed and one in
particular became very meaningful. Ray Watson, chairman of the Irvine Company, became a
regular guest and Winnie told him of their new congregation and were interested in purchasing
land on which to build a synagogue! In 1973, with Ray’s direction, Shelly Ross worked directly with
the Irvine Company to obtain 4 acres of land at the corner of Jamboree and Camelback Street.
This prime real estate would be the site of the first Reform congregation in Orange County to have
its own original building. Twenty congregants were required to sign the loan documents. Bernie
Rome, with his experience in his former Santa Barbara synagogue, and presidency of TBY,
oversaw the design and construction of the original buildings which began in 1980 with completion
in 1982.

...45 Years of Temple Bat Yahm

With the intention to purchase the land, the Irvine Company allowed the congregation to put a
small building there. Bernie Rome arranged to purchase a modular building that had been used
by Chase bank in Newport Center. The congregation paid $16,720.00 for it and then on August
11, 1976 at 2:08 am in the morning, the little building was moved along Jamboree Road to its new
home at 1011 Camelback Street. Congregants walking or in their cars accompanied this milestone
occasion!
Rabbi Silverman resigns following three years of serving the congregation. Winnie recalls that the
TBY leadership sees this as their opportunity “to find a strong leader, one who would help our
membership grow. The UAHC felt we were a viable, intelligent group who would do well.” A
search committee was formed, chaired by Winnie. In the spring of 1977, a young, dynamic rabbi,
Mark S. Miller, was in California interviewing and could be diverted to meet with the TBY president and the committee. Bernie Rome picked him up at LAX and brought him to Winnie and
Shelly’s home where he spent the night. Rabbi Miller (z”l) and his fiancé, Wendy Balin, were married July 2nd, 1977, in New York and following their honeymoon in Israel, moved to Irvine to begin
their life and rabbinical career here. It was just what the new congregation needed!
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Hopes For The Future...
The story continues……
How do these amazing, courageous and inspiring people feel now about their dream? Bernie
Rome, President at the time, “We achieved all that we had set out to do: we established a strong
Jewish identity in Orange County, were building a permanent facility, had an excellent Religious
School, a dynamic rabbi and no cap on the number of members - all of which was lacking in our
former congregation in Newport Beach. With Rabbi Miller’s vision, we have attracted top world
speakers to Temple Bat Yahm!” Winnie added “we grew rapidly - went from 175 families to well
over 600 from Rabbi Miller’s strength and guidance. We acquired an excellent reputation in the
community! We provide a solid education for adults and children, including a successful Torah
Study session every Saturday. Beyond my vision are the size of the multi purpose buildings and the
meaningful art throughout!”
Ed and Leslea Miller commented, “We have achieved a ‘home’ of our own, our programs exceed
our expectations and our Temple is much larger in space than anticipated!” Nina Balis remarked
that “TBY has achieved an outstanding school. Our goal was to have our own building which we
all worked very hard to achieve, starting out in a converted bank building on land secured by the
hard work, negotiations of several founding members.”
Susan and Larry Becker added “We find it [founding TBY] the best
thing we ever did and are so proud! The fact that there are families
that are 4 generations now at TBY is amazing! We think of Arnold
(Yank), Len (Balis), and Enid (Barkan), each of whom were an integral
part of our journey. The fun and friendships we 8 founding families
have enjoyed all these years is a treasure!” All are pleased that
“together with Rabbi Zylberman, we have adopted a policy of
welcoming mixed marriage families.”

Susan & Larry Becker

As for the future, the Founders envision a continued strong presence within the Jewish community
of Orange County. They trust the future leadership will continue to maintain TBY’s sound financial
position.
Is it truly any wonder that Temple Bat Yahm has not only succeeded but flourished over the past 45
years? With the strength of conviction and the fortitude to achieve their goals, these 8 families,
with the support of the Charter members, continued to support TBY financially - and reinforcing
their commitment to their children and grandchildren. Their mission was to establish a “Jewish
home” with a permanent building, to encourage and support Jewish learning, and to serve the
Jewish community in a time when there were very few Jews in Orange County. Todah Rabah!
All who value what we have here at Temple Bat Yahm, thank them for their unwavering mission;
we are all fortunate to share in their legacy.

...45 Years of Temple Bat Yahm
We look forward to honoring our Founders and Charter Members on
March 29th at a special Shabbat Service and Oneg, acknowledging
their great accomplishment.
Founders
Nina & Len (z”l) Balis
Susan & Larry Becker
Leslea & Edward Miller
Joan & Bernie Rome
Winnie & Shelly Ross
Anita & Arthur Travers
Esther & Arnold (z”l) Yank

Charter Members
Renee Barger
Carol & Raymond Berke
Lynne & David Bloomberg
Tamar & Martin Brower
Pearl (z”l) & George Cotliar
Judith & Marshall Fisher
Michele & William Klein
Helen & Wayne Marcus
Joanne & Elliott Mercer
Joel (z”l) & Ann Moskowitz
Terry & Harold Newman
Lane & Maurice (z”l) Sherman
Miki & Stephen Sholkoff
Hon. Sheila Prell Sonenshine & Ygal Sonenshine
Susan & Eugene Spiritus
Serene & Sidney Stokes
Sorrell & Newt Wayne
To read a more in depth history of TBY from 1973—2013, copies of Temple Bat Yahm: The First 40 Years by
Martin Brower can be found at the Temple Office.
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Life & Legacy
The L’Dor V’Dor Legacy Society honors those individuals and families who
have made a gift to Temple Bat Yahm through their wills and estate plans.

Anonymous
Karen Post Albert
Susan & Larry Becker
Michael Berman M.D.
Yana Bridle
Tamar & Martin Brower
Ellyn Bund Cervantes
Adrienne Cohen
Amy De Leon
Cantor Linda & Dr. Marc Ecker
Jill & Steve Edwards
Marian & Steve Fink
Aviva & Fred Forster
Naomi & Jeff Glass
Sharyn & Cantor Jonathan Grant
Kim & Mark Greenhall
Sherry Raiman Haber
Ginny Inlander
Mindy Jacobs
Bonnie & Brion Jeannette
The Lipson Family Trust
Nancy L. Marcus
Debbie & Jeff Margolis

Diane & Morris Meadow
Joanne & Dr. Elliott Mercer
Barbara Meyers
Leslea & Dr. Edward Miller
Ann D. Moskowitz
Larry Newfield
Deana & Steve Price
Joan & Bernard Rome
Winnie & Sheldon Ross
Leslie & Scott Seigel
Gregory Shavitz Family
Michelle G. Sholkoff
Linda & David Siegel
Deborah & Kamran Siminou
Allyson & Coby Sonenshine
Kerri & Danny Sonenshine
Sally & Bernard Spiro
Carole & Michael Wade
Sorrell & Newt Wayne
Ellen & Dr. James Weiss
Lizabeth & David Yudis
Rabbi Gersh Zylberman &
Rabbi Rayna Gevurtz

Life & Legacy program and the Life & Legacy Logo are trademarks of the Harold Grinspoon Foundation. All rights reserved.

Life & Legacy
A Message from TBY Leadership Council Member and
Life & Legacy Members:

SALLY & BERNIE SPIRO
important part of our life. These relationships….long time
- and new - bring opportunities to share together times
of joy and times when support is needed.
We were blessed to have our dear Rabbi Mark S.
Miller, (z”l) at our side throughout milestone events. A
bar and bat mitzvah, Confirmation, 25th Anniversary
renewal, Scott’s wedding, Sally’s b’nai mitzvah, were all
Grandson Cody’s Bar Mitzvah 2016
very special by his gifted wisdom and humor. His vision
to create a Speaker Series that brought world leaders,
Having just celebrated our granddaughter Eden acclaimed authors, renowned persons, to TBY giving
becoming a Bat Mitzvah makes this a perfect time to our family and congregation once-in-a-lifetime interacwrite of our pride, love and appreciation for Temple Bat tion with these world figures.
Yahm!
Our talented and charismatic Cantor Grant, has
Being a member of Temple Bat Yahm has brought created, in the entire cycle of services excellent,
many blessings connected to our long membership in
interesting and beautiful cantorial music, for which our
this wonderful congregation. We joined in the Spring of worship is enhanced. We appreciate the high standard
1981 when services took place in “the little building” as
of b’nai mitzvah training in general and for our children
we called it. The oneg was held on a little patio and grandchildren in particular. He makes these events
adjacent to the driveway by the Preschool. It was an special and children enjoy his lighthearted interaction
exciting time for the small congregation…as the with them.
foundation for the main building had just been
completed and soon the structure of the Sanctuary, Among the many blessings at TBY is having Rabbis
Social Hall, school and offices, would be erected. Our Zylberman and Gevurtz as our spiritual leaders. Their
children, Scott 10, and Ann 8, would begin their love and commitment to Judaism, TBY and their
congregation inspires us. They are shining examples of
religious studies the following Fall.
caring and concern for their community and
From that beginning to our recent weekend of world….they exemplify Tikkun Olam. Their Torah Study
celebration, we have found our Temple association to classes and other teachings, make learning interesting
fulfill each of us in various ways. We have, in TBY, a and enjoyable! Their officiating of life cycle events are
spiritual home with beautiful, meaningful Sabbath, very memorable and personable. Generous with their
Festival and High Holy Day Services! We have learned time, energy and considerations, they have brought to
so much throughout the years from Torah study, classes, TBY an environment of warmth and welcome to all
lectures, programs and sermons!
people, members and visitors alike.
With our move here from the East, TBY provided a How could we not support TBY in any way that we
social connection with our new Temple friends that have could, for all that it has given to us, throughout the
become deep and lasting relationships. We have years and for its future sustaining? L’dor v’dor! In
enjoyed attending Temple services and events gratitude for all the above, we are happy to make an
together. We have made volunteering together an estate commitment in the Life and Legacy program.
For further information about how you can become a part of Temple Bat Yahm’s Life & Legacy program contact Executive
Director Stan Levy in the Temple Office, (949) 644-1999.
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Thank you to our members who have pledged to
Securing Our Future: The Next Generation

We could not do it without you!
Anonymous
Norm & Jessica Abramovich
Karen Albert
Robert Baird & Randy Morrison Baird
Larry & Susan Becker
Les & Susan Bender
Michael Berman
Howard & Beth Bidna
Phillip & Judith Binder
Brian & Mayumi Brenner
Martin & Tamar Brower
Doug & Joyce Cassel
Sandra Chakmak
Drs. Michael & Elizabeth Chao
Mark & Sharon Chernoff
Adrienne Cohen
Michael & Beth Cohen
Bradley & Christine Comp
Ted & Beth Cooper
Steve & Kim Davis
Rick & Renee Dellar
Grace Deutsch
Brian & Betsey Dougherty
Carrie Duarte
Marc & Cantor Linda Ecker
Frank & Harriet Edelstein
Steve & Jill Edwards
Scott & Fran Feig
Brian & Cheree Garbutt
Eileen Garbutt
Ada Kless Gilbert
Jeff & Naomi Glass
Phillip & Gwen Gluckman
Ira & Rita Goldberg
Richard & Cecilia Goodman
Sonya Gordon
Kevin & Laura Gramling
Arthur & Sally Green
Rob & Audrey Greenfield
Mark & Kim Greenhall
Mel (z”l) & Fran Gruben
Mark & Wendy Hales

Garrick & Shelley Hollander
Mark Ike
Harriet Jacobs
Mindy Jacobs
Lucas Kastner
Barry & Debbe Katz
Avrum Kaufman & Larissa Canter Kaufman
Ryan Klein
Syd & Linda Klevatt
Jon & Heather Kline
Gary & Leba Kramer
Eric & Julie Kramer
Ralph & Shelly Krochmal
Andrew & Jordana Levine
Stan Levy
Bob & Sherrill Lief
Jeffrey & Francine Light
Mel & Jacquee Lipson
Barbara Lubash & Paul Moses
Deke & Margo Marcus
Nancy Marcus
Jeff & Debbie Margolis
Steve & Elaine Marlin
Jeff Menkes
Elliott & Joanne Mercer
Barbara Meyers
Daryl & Susan Miller
Bruce & Esther Miller
Adam & Esther Minow
Bruce & Denise Molnar
Michael & Adrienne Moore
Lynn Mosich
Ann Moskowitz
Gregg & Robyn Moss
Jay & Diana Moss
Jay & Joni Myers
Larry Newfield
Charlie & Alison Nightingale
Robert & Joy Penner
Ralph Perl & Rhoda Shapiro
Gary & Ellen Phillips
Bob & Bano Pozin

Steve & Deedee Price
Andrew & Gila Robben
Bernie & Joan Rome
Murray & Lori Rudin
Joe Sadacca & Leona Aronoff Sadacca
Dale & Tracy Schatz
Jerome & Stacey Schneider
Marc Schneider & Elena Zaretsky-Schneider
Scott & Leslie Seigel
Steve & Kim Sellinger
Patty Seyburn & Eric Little
Steve & Miki Sholkoff
Stan & Laura Shuster
David & Linda Siegel
Deborah Siminou
Danny & Kerri Sonenshine
Coby & Allyson Sonenshine
Ygal & Hon. Sheila Sonenshine
Gerry & Ilene Spear
Gene & Susan Spiritus
Bernie & Sally Spiro
Fern Steiner
Brian & Debbi Stern
Jason & Leslie Stern
Dave & Karis Strauss
Scott & Jane Sussman
Beth Swift
David & Marisa Thalberg
Richard & Adrienne Thomas
Michael & Carrie Tidus
Robert & Sharon Turner
Michael & Carole Wade
Robert & Carol Warsaw
Glenn & Lauri Welling
Paul & Rosalyn Wexler
Cynthia Wile
Mike & Jolie Williams
Ted & Chava Wortrich
Sam & Susan Wyman
Erez & Jill Yaoz
David & Liz Yudis

Join this list of names by pledging today!
To pledge today, visit our website at www.tby.org or call (949) 644-1999

Securing Our Campus
An Update from the Security Taskforce
Jeff Menkes, David Zarnow, Bonnie & Brion Jeannette, Ted Cooper, Arthur Yelsey, and Stan Levy
The Newtown tragedy in 2012, spurred a group of devoted congregants, David Zarnow, Brion and Bonnie
Jeannette, Ted Cooper, and Jeffrey Menkes, at the urging of our clergy, to create a task force, with Board
support, to review our security measures and implement improvements. Arthur Yelsey has since become a
welcome, active member of our team. And Executive Director Stan Levy has been a very responsive staff member.
The team visited Hebrew Academy, Tarbut V’Torah, and several area churches to review what steps they take to
secure their institutions. We found a great team at the Department of Homeland Security (DHS), who committed
to working with us. And we also cultivated an excellent relationship with the Newport Beach Police Department,
who are devoted to our protection.
The DHS team made several visits to TBY before creating a detailed assessment of our vulnerabilities and threats.
We learned good security planning optimally combines assets, people, and procedures. When an incident such as
the recent Pittsburg tragedy occurs, we review it to see what went wrong, if the same could occur to us, and how we
would respond.
Using the DHS assessment, we created our own security plan in December, 2013. which we have followed and
continue to implement. Here are our accomplishments:


Construction of a new, secure, barrier entry through a grant from DHS, which seals off the previously
wide-open entrance to the campus. Now the main entrance with electronic entry, is left open only when an
armed guard is present.



Installation of new and replacement fencing, supported by a grant obtained from the California Office of
Emergency Services. The new fencing around the preschool playground includes solid panels to obscure
viewing.



A good-will visit to TBY to review our accomplishments by the Assistant Director of DHS, Caitlin Durkovich,
who accompanied us on a visit to City Hall.



Three rounds of Active Shooter Training for teachers and staff by the Newport Beach PD.



Two SWAT Team exercises on campus by the Newport Beach PD, plus a Shabbat lecture by NBPD detectives
and SWAT.



Hiring our own, full-time, armed guard (please thank “Kevin” when you see him).



Arrangements with Direct Measures International, an anti-terrorism firm founded by an Israeli expert, to bring
in additional security resources for the High Holy Days and special events.

We currently have a contract in place to install impact resistant film and reinforce the frames inside several preschool windows, that will also obscure the view in.
We maintain excellent rapport with the Orange County Intelligence Assessment Center (OCIAC), a “fusion center”
for intelligence on potential threats from a team of combined federal, state, county, and municipal law enforcement agencies. OCIAC, run by the Orange County Sheriff’s Department, understands well the anti-Semitic threats
facing Jewish institutions. It offers a regimen of training and workshops for faith-based institutions that our team
members attend. OCIAC regularly visits to review the changes we are making to secure our campus. At the
December, 2018 workshop, OCIAC recognized TBY as being a forward-thinking faith-based
organization for security.
We’re not perfect. But we are pretty good, better than most, and will continue to invest in safety and security for all
who use our campus.
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Tributes
Adult Education Fund
In Honor Of:
The Birth of Asher Moshe Calmenson, Grandson of
Wendy & Rabbi Mark S. Miller z”l
Ada Kless Gilbert
Mrs. Mark S. Miller on the engagement of Talya & Zev
Ada Kless Gilbert
TBY
Kit Kushin
In Memory Of:
Lee Brockett, Husband of Marion Brockett
Ada Kless Gilbert
Dr. Leon Fink, Father of Steven Fink
Judy & Michael Daniels
Kim Migdall
Miki & Steve Sholkoff
Dr. Breene Murphy, Father of Bryan Murphy
Ada Kless Gilbert
Leonard Smith, Husband of Isabelle Smith
Grace Deutsch
Bonnie Marcus
Max and Molly Goodman
(Cantor’s Music) Fund
In Honor Of:
Cantor Grant’s 25th Anniversary Celebration
Marjorie Austin
Francine Light & Eric Light
Ellen & Steve Weinstein
Cantor Grant
Ellen & Jim Weiss
Michelle and Danielle Tabib becoming b’not mitzvah
Nousheen & Ramin Tabibzadeh
In Memory Of:
Phyllis Darman, Mother of Ellen Weiss
Ellen & Jim Weiss
Dr. Leon Fink, Father of Steven Fink
Marian & Steven Fink
Julia Greenfield
Cathy & Tom Kroopf
Barbara Lubash

Aunt Armie Hallstrom
Daryl & Sandy Phillips
Membership Community Fund
In Honor Of:
Lois Daniels & Debbie Molina
Sylvia Roth
Temple Bat Yahm on Giving Tuesday
Nancy Marcus
In Memory Of:
Anita Schonfeld, Mother of Bettina Henry
Carol Miller
Prayerbook Fund
In Memory Of:
Dr. Leon Fink, Father of Steven Fink
Beth Swift
Rabbi Mark S. Miller Lifelong Learning Fund
In Honor Of:
To my TBY Family with heartfelt thanks!
Sunny Gordon
The Birth of Asher Moshe Calmenson, Grandson of
Wendy & Rabbi Mark S. Miller z”l
Joanne & Elliott Mercer
Sharon & Joel Perlmuter
The birth of Jonah Max Tydlaska, Grandson of Ron
Grossman
Sharon & Joel Perlmuter
Mrs. Mark S. Miller on the engagement of Talya & Zev
Joanne & Elliott Mercer
Winnie Ross’ 90th Birthday
Cathy & Tom Kroopf
In Memory Of:
Dr. Leon Fink, Father of Steven Fink
Julia Greenfield
Helen & Wayne Marcus
Joan & Bernie Rome
Calvin Gormick, Brother of Bobbie Wyman
Sonya Gordon
Sherrill & Bob Lief

Tributes
Hilda Levitan, Mother of Marion Jacobson &
Grandmother of Lauren Gilomen
Joan & Bernie Rome

Myron “Mike” Jacobs
Lori Cabanas
Mindy Jacobs

Dr. Breene Murphy, Father of Bryan Murphy
Joanne & Elliott Mercer

Hilda Levitan, Mother of Marion Jacobson &
Grandmother of Lauren Gilomen
The Kroopf Family
Joanne & Elliott Mercer

Leonard Smith, Husband of Isabelle Smith
Sonya Gordon
Sharon & Joel Perlmuter
Robin Schwartz Holocaust Education Fund
In Memory Of:
The Extraordinary Leonard Smith
Susan Alpert
Senior Rabbi Discretionary Fund

Dr. Breene Murphy, Father of Bryan Murphy
Leona Aronoff-Sadacca & Joe Sadacca
Sherman Education Center Wish List
In Memory Of:
Phyllis Darman, Mother of Ellen Weiss
Marcia Rosenberg & Family

In Honor Of:
Gordon Fishman’s 90th Birthday
Deedee & Steve Price

Dr. Leon Fink, Father of Steven Fink
Joanne & Elliott Mercer

Michelle and Danielle Tabib becoming b’not mitzvah
Nousheen & Ramin Tabibzadeh

In Honor Of:
Adira Zylberman becoming a bat mitzvah
Pamela R. Bilgore

The naming of Athena May Slayback
Carrie & Paul Slayback
Rabbi Gersh Zylberman
Marian & Steven Fink
Linda & Larry Seidman
Ellen & Jim Weiss
In Memory Of:
Phyllis Darman, Mother of Ellen Weiss
Leona Aronoff-Sadacca & Joe Sadacca
Jeanette & Roger Glazer
Deedee & Steve Price
Linda & David Siegel
Ellen Weiss

Sonenshine Family Religious School Scholarship Fund

Torah Fund
In Memory Of:
Phyllis Darman, Mother of Ellen Weiss
Sherrill & Bob Lief
Seymour Seidscher, Uncle of Harriet Jacobs
Sherrill & Bob Lief
Tzedakah Fund
In Honor Of:
TBY
Kit Kushin

In Memory Of:
Yahrzeit of Charles David Fenster, Father & Grandfather Dr. Jack Brooks, Husband of Eleanor Brooks
Marjorie Austin
The Norton Family & Fenster Family
Dr. Leon Fink, Father of Steven Fink
Leona Aronoff-Sadacca & Joe Sadacca
Marian & Steven Fink
The Yudis Family
Mel Gruben z”l, Husband of Fran Gruben
Melissa Cisakowski
Fran Gruben

To make a Tribute, please turn the page for our form or
complete the form online at www.tby.org
27

Tributes
Tributes in memory of a loved one or in honor of a special occasion are a very old and cherished Jewish tradition. Whatever fund you choose,
please know that your contribution will honor both the recipient and help sustain our Temple community—a double mitzvah!
Tributes can be made using the form below or online at www.tby.org/ways-to-give.html (with no additional handling fee).

Recipient’s Name:
Recipient’s Address:
Donor’s Name:
Donor Address:

Amount:

Message: In Honor Of/In Memory Of

Please choose one of the below Tribute Funds:

.

Adult Education Fund: Funds are used to support adult educational programming at TBY
Daniel J. Kraus Memorial Library Fund: Funds are used for the purchase of books and enhancements to the Temple’s library
Duarte Family Social Action Fund: Fund is used to support TBY projects focused on local, national, Israeli, and international social
action issues. Donor may specify a particular TBY tikkun olam project
Early Childhood Education Wish List Fund: Funds are used to support special projects and purchases for the TBY Preschool
Faye Eisman Seldin Chapel Beautification Fund: Funds are provided for the beautification of our Sanctuary & Chapel
Full Inclusion Preschool Project (FIPP) Fund: Funds are used to support special needs program at TBY & TBESOC
Gil Kruger Youth Technology Center Fund: Funds are used for the Religious School computer lab and technology center
Max & Molly Goodman (Cantor’s) Music Fund: Funds are used for purchase of printed music for services and special events, to
provide for professional singers and instrumentalists and to support the Cantor in other musical activities at TBY
Membership Community Fund: Funds are used primarily to assist TBY members with JCAL tuition and Membership Dues support
Norman Schiff Lecture Series Fund: Funds are used for the continuation of our Scholar Series, through which we feature
luminaries of our day addressing Jewish issues
Prayer Book Fund: Funds are used for the purchase of Sabbath, High Holy Days, and Festival prayer books
Rabbi Mark S. Miller Lifelong Learning Fund: Funds will be used to sustain programs for lifelong learning
Rabbinic Judaica Fund: Funds are used for the purchase of Judaica items for TBY
Robin Hacker Memorial Fund: Funds are used for projects including a Presidential Wall and Social Action Projects
Robin Schwartz Holocaust Education Fund: Funds are used to support Holocaust Awareness and Education for TBY Religious
School and Adult Education programs.
Senior Rabbi Discretionary Fund: Senior Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund
Sherman Education Center Wish List: Funds are provided for the acquisition of special equipment and materials for JCAL
Sonenshine Family Religious School Scholarship Fund: Provides scholarships to needy families for JCAL
Sue Schoen Memorial Preschool Scholarship Fund: Provides scholarships to Preschool students with financial need
Torah Fund: Funds are used for maintenance and kashrut of the Torah Scrolls and accoutrements
Tzedakah Fund: Funds are distributed to worthy causes, needy families, and individuals in our community and throughout the
world.

Credit Card #:

Exp:

CVV:

Zip:

If paying by check, please make payable to Temple Bat Yahm and include this form.
Notification of a tribute will be sent to the honoree and the purchaser will receive a thank you letter for their contribution to TBY which is tax deductible.
For assistance or to make a Tribute with a stock transfer, please contact Joy Orbase at jorbase@tby.org or call (949) 644-1999

Flower Fund
The Flower Fund is a way to honor your family and friends
on their yahrzeits by making a donation in their memory. Giving
tzedakah is the traditional way that we remember our loved ones.
Susan Alpert

Sorour & Morteza Khalili

Joseph Sadacca

Norman Bain

Michele & Bill Klein

Lane Sherman

Bradley Comp

Lesa Levine

Susie & Neil Siegel

Beth & Ted Cooper

Jacquee & Mel Lipson

Cynthia & Aaron Smith

Jill & Steve Edwards

Giti & Norbert Maler

Ellen Speyer

Andrea & David Esptein

Helen & Wayne Marcus

Lilly & Paul Suss

Paula & Melvin Feldman

Esther & Bruce Miller

Lon Vinikoor

Judy & Marshall Fisher

Ann Moskowitz

Carol & Robert Warsaw

Eileen Garbutt

Matthew Muldorf

Bernice Watkin

Jeanette & Roger Glazer

Jeffrey Podlas

Cynthia Wile

Sonya Gordon

Reisha & Arthur Rosten

Michael Yazvin

Frances Gruben

Sylvia Roth

Karen & Arthur Yelsey

Jeanne & David Herzlinger

Rodney Sacks

Philippa & David Zemelman

Robin & Steve Kalota

Renee & David Sacks

Elaine & Gilbert Zuker

If you need to change the date that you observe a yahrzeit, please email Beth at bswift@tby.org or call the
Temple office at (949) 644-1999. All changes to the yahrzeit list need to be submitted by 4:00 pm on Thursday
in order for us to make the change in the Shabbat Program.
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Family Passover Seder 2019
CELEBRATE PASSOVER WITH YOUR TBY FAMILY & FRIENDS
INTERACTIVE SERVICE & HAGADDAH READING
LIVE MUSIC | KIDS ACTIVITIES | KOSHER CEREMONIAL WINE (BYO DINNER WINE)

Saturday, April 20th | 6:00 pm
ADULT MEMBERS—$60 | ADULT NONMEMBERS—$70 | CHILDREN (5-12) - $30
NO CHARGE FOR CHILDREN UNDER 5 | VEG & GF MEALS MUST BE PREORDERED
RSVP BY WEDNESDAY, APRIL 17TH BY VISITING WWW.TBY.ORG/PASSOVER.HTML
OR BY CALLING (949) 644-1999

1011 Camelback Street, Newport Beach, CA 92660
Front Office: (949) 644-1999
JCAL: (949) 706-0644
Preschool ECE:(949) 644-6563
After Hours Emergency Line: (949) 697-7618
www.tby.org | @templebatyahm
Clergy
Rabbi Gersh Zylberman | Rabbi Rayna Gevurtz
Cantor Jonathan Grant (The Leona Aronoff Sadacca Cantorial Chair)
Rabbi Mark S. Miller z”l
Board of Trustees
Coby Sonenshine - President | David Yudis - 1st Vice President
Adrienne Cohen - 2nd Vice President | David Siegel - Treasurer
Patty Seyburn - Immediate Past President
Steve Fink - Adult Programs | Brian Brenner - Membership
Sandra Chakmak - Religious Life & Policies | Barbara Lubash - Strategic Planning
Alison Nightingale - Youth Education & Programs | Esther Miller - WTBY
Mimi Gonzalez & Andrew Robben - Trustees-At-Large
Nancy Marcus - Parliamentarian
Leadership Council
Ellen Phillips - Adult Education | Shana Levine & Mila Shmurak - Adult Events
Jill Edwards - Caring Committee | Kim Greenhall - Capital Campaign
Sally Spiro - Clergy Relations | Stephanie Krutz - Early Childhood Education
Mark Chernoff - Facilities, Security, Building, & IT
Denise Molnar & Debbe Katz - Cantor Grant’s 25th Anniversary Celebration (Gala)
Leora Fogel & Greg Shavitz - HHD & Religious Life
Lesley Salazar & Marni Arragon - Interfaith Taskforce | Karen Albert - Legacy
Scott Feig - Social Action | Gila Robben - Youth & Young Families Events
Administrative Staff
Stan Levy - Executive Director
Laura Gramling - ECE Director | Barry Koff - JCAL Director
Efrain Banuelos - Facilities Manager | Keri Carpenter - Afternoon Receptionist
Susan Gunawan - Finance Manager | Lesa Hodgkins - Accounting Clerk
Debbe Katz - Clergy Administrative Assistant | Orly Levy - Development Assistant
Laurie Nada - ECE Administrative Assistant | Joy Orbase - Office Manager
Hilary Rosen - Communications & Marketing Specialist
Melissa Seidner - JCAL Administrative Assistant | Beth Swift - Receptionist
Melinda Weiss - Assistant Director of Education & Youth Engagement
Brittany Wexler - Programming & Events Coordinator

