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Class of 2019
Carl Erickson
Don Luques
Ryan Van Orden

Class of 2020
Jim Butts
Grace Clegg
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2018 BOARD OF DEACONS
Class of 2018
Jen Bramley
Donna Erickson
Barbara Hall
Cynthia Luques

Class of 2019
Marge Conroy
Barbara Cors
Chris Roguso

APRIL BIRTHDAYS
3:
4:
5:
7:
8:
10:

11:

2018 SESSION
Class of 2018
Sandy Archer
Vicky Lee
John Mark Wojcicki
Sandy Woolcock Patton

PRAYER LIST

Class of 2020
Patricia Butts
Gilles Djongang
Sharon Heil

2018 HEAVEN SENT NURSERY SCHOOL BOARD OF TRUSTEES
OFFICE: 852-2006
Dan Gardner - 2018
Ginny Plumbo - 2019
Carl Erickson - Session Liaison
Connie Quinn - HS
Parent
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Sharon Heil
Nancy Budd
Harper Schneider
Brenda Neice
Kate Sobolewski
Sean Wallace
Matthew Zellars
Bruce Bergman
Sam Maze
Heather Fleischman
Ryan Gelsinger
Brendan Pierson
Ron Shepherd
Ashley Kimble
Gerald Grover
Cynthia Chipko
Chip Cochran
Michele Cameron
Brian Ligarzewski
Ryan Pierson
Shane Stone
Isabelle Fernandez
Erin Roguso
Pastor Jeff Archer

APRIL ANNIVERSARIES
5: Jerre & Nancy Budd
6: Sam & Barbara Maze
15:Harry & Annette
Knauer
16: Les & Dana Carpenter

Please keep the following in your
prayers:
Virginia Agens
Rachel Becker,
Floyd Smith’s
granddaughter
Jeff Beddow
Richard
Bodycomb
Bramley Family
Mary Brodt
Eris Bunnel
Chesnutt Family
Pam Covert &
her dad Jim
Alisa Dartnell’s
mother
Lauren DelPlato
Donna Erickson
Lily Erickson and
her family in
Indonesia
Maria & Garry
Ferguson,
Birda’s In-Laws
FPCH
Friends of FPCH
Terry Gretchen
Cynthia
Hellerman
Dorothy Knauer
Judy Kolwicz
Dotty Landiak

Mary Kate Lee
Maikuu
congregation,
Kibwezi Kenya
Diana Merzoian
Members of the
Armed Forces
Barbara Pace,
niece of the
Prestopines
Edith Payton mother of
Sharon Heil
Elizabeth
Robitsch
Lauren Scavo niece of Glenn
Ferguson
Shepherd Family
Mark Tilney
Van Orden
Family
Pam Venturini

DATES TO REMEMBER: APRIL 2018
1:
2:
4:
5:
8:
10:
12:
14:
15:
17:
18:
19:
21:
22:

24:
26:
27:
29:

Easter Sunday - Worship - 10:00 am; Communion by Intinction;
No Sunday School or Confirmation class
Community Blood Drive - 3:30 - 8:30 pm, Chapel
Yarn Girls - 1:00 pm, Conference Room
FPC Ringers Rehearsal - 6:40 pm, Music Room
Senior Choir Rehearsal - 7:30 pm, Music Room
Worship - 10:00 am; Sunday School; Confirmation
class, Conference Room; Stewardship Team Meeting - 11:15 am,
Conference Room; fellowship after service
PLEFF Dinner - 6:00 pm, Polo’s, 50 State Route 183, Netcong
FPC Ringers Rehearsal - 6:40 pm, Music Room
Senior Choir Rehearsal - 7:30 pm, Music Room
Men’s Breakfast - 8:00 am, Chapel
Worship - 10:00 am - Guest Preacher:Phil Sweet (Family
Promise); Sunday School; Confirmation class,
Conference Room; fellowship after service
Session Meeting - 6:30 pm, Conference Room
Newsletter information due to MaryAnn Simmons
FPC Ringers Rehearsal - 6:40 pm, Music Room
Senior Choir Rehearsal - 7:30 pm, Music Room
Women’s Breakfast - 9:00 am, River Star Diner
Worship - 10:00 am; Sunday School;
Confirmation class, Conference Room; Worship
Team Meeting - 11:15 am, Conference Room;
fellowship after service
Deacons’ Meeting - 6:30 pm, Conference Room
FPC Ringers Rehearsal - 6:40 pm, Music Room
Senior Choir Rehearsal - 7:30 pm, Music Room
Fish and Chips Dinner - 5:00 - 7:00 pm, Chapel
Worship - 10:00 am; Sunday School; Confirmation
class, Conference Room; fellowship after service

A NOTE FROM OUR PASTOR
Dear Friends in Christ,
It is customary on April the First to shout, “April Fools”
when playing a practical joke on someone. This year, the joke is
on us if, instead, we forget to say, “The Lord is Risen! He is
Risen, indeed!”
Easter will fall on the first Sunday in April. While not the
earliest possible date, it’s still early enough to have us wonder if
we’ll have a “white Easter.”
Whether the weather is frigid or fair, we will celebrate the
Resurrection of our Lord with glorious music, fragrant Spring
flowers, the dramatic story in Scripture, and the Sacrament of
the Lord’s Supper.
Last year on Easter Sunday we celebrated the Sacrament
of Baptism for three adorable children. It is a special blessing to
be able to celebrate our “other” sacrament this year!
We usually have Communion the first Sunday in a month,
so it is most appropriate to remember how he invited his
disciples to think of him, “every time we break the bread and
drink from the cup.” (Attention will be paid to the additional time
it takes to serve the sacrament so that our worship does not run
too long. We know that is a concern of some folks.)
We will also observe the recently-added tradition of
decorating a cross with colorful flowers during the hymns—as we
decorated the sanctuary Christmas Tree during Advent.
We hope that you, your family, and friends will choose to
observe this most sacred day in the Christian year with us at 10
a.m. on April 1st! The Lord is Risen!

Birda Buzan Ferguson, Pastor

FEBRUARY 2018 FINANCIAL $NAPSHOT
BY: AL RAVO
The Expenses Paid and Income amounts below do not include any
funds transferred from the Endowment to meet the church operating
expenses.
February
Year to Date
Income
$16,446.95
$33,993.87
Expenses Paid
$16,543.45
$33,353.99
Net Operating Income/
Deficit
($
96.50)
$
639.88
Amount Needed from
Endowment
$
0.00
$
0.00
At the end of February, there was
$7,225.56 in invoices received and
pending obligations due in March.
These expenses were for credit card
charges, oil, insurance, internet,
phone, office supplies, grounds care,
Presbytery Per Capita and payroll
fees.
The 2018 Per Capita is $35.00 for
each of the 217 members of our
Church.
The total amount due in
2018 is $7,595.00 or $632.92
monthly.
In February, $1,220.00
was received for the Per Capita
bringing the total received in 2018 to
$2,509.00 or 33% of the annual
amount due.
Contact Al Ravo if you have any questions or would like to discuss the
Church’s operational finances, the Endowment Funds or Per Capita.

CHOIR NOTES
BY: LORINDA RAVO

April 1: My Lord Arose-Sr. Choir, Torey Ravo soloist
Because He is Risen-Sr. Choir
Crown Him with Many Crowns-FPCH Ringers
Alive! Alive!-Little Lights Sunday School Choir
Our choirs present music to help us all celebrate the joy of the
Resurrection!
April 8: SOLOIST
After a very busy Easter season, our choirs take a well-deserved
break and our music will be provided by a soloist today.
April 15: Glory to the Lamb-Sr. Choir
Jesus Christ is Risen-Joyful Noise Ringers
The Senior Choir sings an anthem that speaks to Jesus, the
Risen Lord. Our Joyful Noise Ringers plays an arrangement,
written just for them, of the Easter hymn “Jesus Christ is Risen
Today”.
April 22: Sing the Beauty of the Earth
On this day after Earth Day, the
c h o i r s i n g s a l ove l y a n t h e m
thanking God for the wonders of
our world!
April 29: Lessons from Colossians
This anthem highlights important
lessons for living as children of
God. Based on the timeless words
from Colossians 3, the piece
reminds us that we are God's church, and by working together
we are able to reflect the heart of Jesus to a world in need.

How Can We Show God’s
Love?
Ten Activities to Consider
During the month of April, prayerfully consider participating in any of
the activities listed below in order to demonstrate good Christian
values.

1. Help a neighbor in need
2. Join a ministry within the
church
3. Share your talent with the
congregation

College Student Ministry
Amazingly it is coming to the end of another school year and the
Deacons are beginning to plan for the 2018 – 2019 school year.
This past year the board made some changes to the college
student program. Previously it was the Secret Deacon Program
but now it is the College Student Ministry. The decision was made
to no longer have the personal contacts remain a secret. Each
student will receive correspondence from one specific Deacon and
gift cards from the Board throughout the year. Unlike before the
Deacon’s name will be on the correspondence so the student feels
like he/she can relate on a personal level to a church member.
Our hope is to be another contact here at home.
Therefore, we need your help. If you are or going to be a college
student or the parent of a college student next year please fill out
the following survey. The survey may be given to Sharon Heil or
any Deacon.

_____________________________________________
College Student Ministry
Student Survey 2018 - 2019

4. Send a note to someone in need of encouragement
5. Volunteer at a soup kitchen

Name:

6. Grocery shop for a shut-in

College:

7. Read to the elderly at an assisted living facility

College Mailing Address:

8. Volunteer at an animal shelter
9. Share your talents with
others

Major:

10. Donate to a local charity

2018 – 2019, I will be a:

Birthday:

Preferred Gift Cards:

APRIL 2018 GREETERS:
1 APRIL
8 APRIL

Russ Reed
Maria Koskulics
Pat and Jim Butts

15 APRIL

Erin and Chris Roguso

22 APRIL

Muriel Stellingwerf
Peg Russack
Dana and Les Carpenter

29 APRIL

GUEST PREACHER FROM FAMILY PROMISE set for
April 15th
Sunday, April 15th, Pastor Birda Ferguson will be attending the
wedding of a nephew in Washington, DC. Phil Sweet, a Presbyterian
elder and volunteer with Family Promise, will bring the message of
God’s love to our congregation. He has worked with Family Promise of
Sussex County as well as Warren County. Phil fervently believes that
“talk is cheap while deeds are priceless” and “the church’s highest
calling is to comfort the afflicted.” Come to learn more about how
Family Promise serves God’s people in Warren County!

Annual Fish and Chips Dinner
Set for April 27th
BY: VICKY LEE
Our church will hold its annual Fish & Chips Dinner on Friday.
April 27. 2018, at our Chapel Building and will be open to church
members and the general public. The meal will include the fish and
chips (French fries) provided by Tastefully British, homemade
coleslaw, green beans. bread & butter. beverages and dessert. Sit
down meals and take out orders will be served between the hours
of 5:00 p.m. and 7:00 p.m. Ticket prices are $15.00 for adults and
$8.00 for children under age 12.
Tickets will be sold after worship outside the rear sanctuary
entrance by Dinner team members or you can contact Vicky Lee
(813-3418). This is
a church sponsored
event
being
coordinated by our
Dinner Planning
Team. We hope you
will provide baked
goods for the
desserts, buy and
sell tickets when
possible, assist with
setting up. serving
and/or cleaning up
afterwards. A sign
up sheet will be
provided closer to
the dinner date. We anticipate that the Boy Scouts will once again
provide their services at the dinner. It is a time of good fellowship,
so come out and bring a few friends and neighbors along.

GOD’S LOVE ENDURES FOREVER

A Note from Vicky Lee

Let us also remember Diane Hull’s family. Diane’s cousin, Ric
Waldell, died recently, unexpectedly.

Before I begin, I don’t mean to dwell on my illness, but having
cancer has helped me improve my spiritual life. I have always prayed to
God with thanksgiving and to ask specific requests of people in need, but I
have since learned the importance of also praising God. Along with the
many get well cards I received this past summer was a booklet titled,
“Praising” from a long time friend who is a devout Christian. Having read
it, I learned the difference between praying to God and praising God.
Here are some excerpts from this booklet.

Let us give thanks for the God of the Resurrection whose love brings
us hope and peace!

“Praise is the highest work carried out by God’s children. We can
say that the highest expression of a saint’s spiritual life is his praise to
God. God’s name and even God Himself are exalted through praise.”

We are grateful for the love which lightens our sorrow. Let us keep the
Plumbo Family in our prayers. Ginny Plumbo’s uncle Russell E.
Denmon, died March 11, 2018. Her aunt is Linda Denmon.

“David said in a psalm that he prayed to God three times a day, but
he also said that he praised God seven times a day. David was inspired by
the Holy Spirit when he acknowledged the importance of constantly
praising God.”

REV. DR. JAMES CHESNUTT SERVICE
Rev. Dr. James Chesnutt, Presbytery Executive Emeritus, entered
the Church Triumphant on Sunday, March 18, 2018. Dr. Chesnutt was
instrumental in the forming of the Panther Valley Ecumenical Church.
The funeral service took place in March at the First Presbyterian
Church in Sparta, NJ.
Cards and notes can be sent to:
30 Westgate Drive
Sparta, NJ 07871

or:

jmches@embarqmail.com

“The Bible pays much attention to praise, especially in the Psalms.
But much of the praises given to God are by his people who are suffering
and going through trying circumstances. This kind of praise is pleasing to
God and is blessed by Him. He doesn’t want people to praise him only
when things are going good for them, but more so when they are ‘walking
through the valley of the shadow of death.’ God wants us to praise Him in
the midst of our sufferings, as well as in our good times. It is important
that we learn to praise God unceasingly even as we continue to pray to
him.”
During my ongoing recovery, I have started this practice of praising
God before I start my prayer requests.
To me, He is God Almighty,
Creator of the Universe, Everlasting Father, the Alpha and Omega, the
Beginning and the End. I find that praising God brings me closer to Him
and it helps to erase the doubts and worries that often bother me. I find
that reciting in my head the hymn, “Praise Ye the Lord” along with the
23rd Psalm both ease my mind and heart throughout the day and evening.
I don’t know what else to say except I probably would not be
walking this spiritual path if iI wasn’t fighting cancer. I know the going is
sure to be rough, but I know God and Jesus are walking with me.

Sharing God’s Bounty

GET TO KNOW YOUR ELDERS AND
DEACONS

Go Quickly and Tell

This month, we introduce Elder Jim Simmons and Deacon
Gilles Djongang!

We have a picture of the women going to the grave that first
Easter morning to anoint the body of Jesus. It is barely light, and
perhaps they are speaking in soft voices. Certainly there is an air of
solemnity, of sadness, for their Master is dead. Their hopes are gone.
Then we see them before the open tomb, bewildered, then fearful, as
they see an angel with “appearance like lightning and . . . clothes . . .
white as snow.” The angel’s first words are “Do not be afraid, for I know
that you are looking for Jesus, who was crucified. He is not here; he has
risen, just as he said.”
Perhaps some of us, too, have been bewildered, afraid. Even
though we have always known the whole story – even though we look
back on the Resurrection – we have been bewildered and afraid.
Bewildered by circumstances in our lives. Afraid of the future. The angel
says to us, too, “Do not be afraid . . . [Jesus] is risen, just as he said!”
That truth makes all the difference, for, as Paul says, “Christ has indeed
been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of those who have fallen
asleep” (1 Corinthians 15:20). Christ, the firstfruits, and then we with
him!
Hardly taking a breath, the angel gives a command to the
women: Come and see the place where he lay. Then go quickly and tell
his disciples: ‘He has risen from the dead . . .’” (Matthew 28:2-7). By
faith, we, too, have seen the empty tomb; by faith in the Word of God,
we know Christ is risen. The command is for us as well: go quickly and
tell.
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Jim became a member of this
congregation in 2017 and was
ordained as an elder in 2018.
Jim is a retired school counselor
who enjoys sports and politics.
He has a massive collection of
political campaign memorabilia
dating back to the 19th century!
Jim and his wife, MaryAnn, also
hold workshops in churches and schools to help high school
students and their parents prepare college applications and
interviews. Their son, Justin, is a recent college graduate who
recently became a member of our church, is a teacher of history
at Veritas Christian Academy in Sparta, NJ.
Gilles became a member of
this congregation in 2017 and
was ordained as a deacon in
2018. Gilles is a math teacher
in the Jersey City Public
Schools. He enjoys soccer!
Gilles and his wife, Aline
Ngongang, moved to the US
from Cameroon. They are the
parents of Andy, who is in our Sunday School.

THANK YOU, BOTH,FOR YOUR SERVICE
TO OUR CONGREGATION!

Joyful Noise Abounds in the Sanctuary

He has risen.
Have faith in Him
And He will always
Be there for you.
Have a blessed and
Happy Easter!
NAIROBI PARTNERSHIP CELEBRATION
Long-time members of First Presbyterian Church of
Hackettstown remember the “Nairobi Pipeline” mission project that
began when the Rev. Mr. Keith Barkley was the Interim Pastor here.
The mission to Kenya continued after Rev. Barkley left Newton
Presbytery.
There will be a fellowship gathering of past travelers,
partnership leaders--current and past, Kenyan friends, visitor hosts,
and members of congregations May 6, 2018, 1:30 pm, at the
Panther Valley Country Club; 1 Forest Road; Allamuchy, NJ.
Enjoy irresistable hors d'oeuvres, dessert with coffee/tea, cash
bar and delightful company in a beautiful setting.
The cost is $29 per person. Reservations must be received
by Friday, April 27, 2018. Contact Birda Ferguson, Pastor of First
Presbyterian Church, if you wish to attend.

ABOVE OUR SUNDAY SCHOOLERS MAKE “JOYFUL NOISE” ON SUNDAY, MARCH 18TH.
PHOTOS COURTESY OF DONNA ANNUNZIATA.

LADIES WHO LUNCH AT MATTAR’S
The Ladies Who Lunch group will be enjoying a luncheon at Mattar’s on
March 27 at 12:30.
Our April outing will be to Bea McNally’s in
Hackettstown on April 24 at 12:30 pm. Please contact Lorinda Ravo or
Sharon Heil if you’d like to attend!

I HEAR THAT TRAIN A-COMIN’………YES!
VBS IS COMING
The work begins in earnest now for our July 30-Aug
3 VBS program, “All Aboard the VBS Express”
where we will be sensitively discussing the issue of
bullying with our VBS classes! If you’d like to be
involved in ANY WAY in the program, please be
sure to let Lorinda or Ginny Plumbo know! And
watch for our next planning meeting!

JOIN THE YARN GIRLS
Our Yarn Girls have been busy and have
quite a number of
shawls and lap
robes ready and
dedicated for you.
We would like
anyone who knows of someone who could use one
of these handmade gifts to let us know and we will
be sure to get one wrapped and tagged for you.
Reminder: they are for members and those known

DID YOU KNOW…
BY: DEB GULICK SHEPHERD
Over the years our church has sponsored a number of members
as they entered the ministry or the mission field. One of the
earliest is Warren Ray Ward. Warren and his family were members
at FPC and during the ministry of Rev. John Lowery, the Session
voted to recommend him to Presbytery as a candidate for the
Gospel ministry as well as contribute $100 annually to his
preparatory education at Blair Hall (now Blair Academy). This
occurred from 1894 through 1904. After that there is no mention
in the Session records as to whether or not he was ordained.
Another mystery to investigate!

A NOTE FROM THE EDITOR
I want to thank all members of the congregation who contributed to
this month’s newsletter. Please know that I am so blessed to have
the opportunity to bring the monthly
news to you.
May you all have a
wonderful Easter!

Yours in Christ,
MaryAnn Simmons
maryann.simmons3@verizon.net

