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South Dakota Association of School Resource Officers

Article I – Name

The name of this organization is the South Dakota Association of School Resource Officers.

Article II – Office

The principle office of the Association for transaction of its business will be the address of the current treasurer.

Article III – Purposes

Section 3.1 – General Purpose:  This Association is nonprofit and is not organized for the private gain of any person.  It is organized under the laws of the State of South Dakota for public and educational purposes.

Section 3.2 – Specific Purposes:  Within the context of its general purposes, this organization is created:

A) For the advancement of education and charity and any other related or corresponding purposes by the use and distribution of its funds for such purposes.

B) To provide a means to disseminate, share, advise, and coordinate information on the value of qualified law enforcement officers to teach elementary, middle, junior high and high school students on the principles of good citizenship and community responsibilities.

C) To work to reduce school violence by enforcing violations of the law occurring on school property, by informing students of the dangers of substance abuse, by introducing programs that will promote and enhance acceptable social behavior, and by serving as positive role models.

D) To conduct educational workshops and seminars for the purpose of making the community aware of the problems of school violence and the dangers of alcohol and drug abuse, criminal activities, and other anti-social behavior.

E) To serve as an educational association for law enforcement officers working with juveniles and to enhance juvenile understanding of law enforcement and the civil and criminal justice systems.

F) To promote community involvement in all aspects of the juvenile system.

G) To provide a forum for the exchange and coordination of programs, ideas, and concepts pertaining to school resource officers and school-based policing.

H) To establish productive working conditions for school resource officers by promoting the adoption of standard operating policies and procedures for local programs.

I) To provide effective means of determining and expressing the collective view of South Dakota professional school resource officers by representing the interests and concerns of the SDASRO membership at the local, county and state levels of government.

J) To provide for the continuing education and training of school resource officers throughout the State of South Dakota in order to maintain the highest professional standards.

Section 3.3 – Limitations:  To operate exclusively in other manner for such educational and charitable purposes as will qualify it as a non-profit organization.

Article IV – Members

This Association shall have the following classes of membership:

Section 4.1 – Regular Member:  Regular Members shall have full voting rights and be eligible to hold office, serve on committees, and hold board of director positions.  A person shall be eligible for Regular Membership if he/she is:

A) Employed or appointed by a law enforcement agency or a school district as a School Resource Officer (SRO) or other school-based officer, i.e. D.A.R.E. officer or GREAT officer.

B) Employed or appointed by a school district as a school administrator with an SRO or other school-based officer program.

C) A member of a law enforcement agency involved in developing and/or encouraging SRO programs and other programs that impact the youth of the State of South Dakota.

Section 4.2 – Associate Member:  Persons who do not meet the requirement for Regular Membership but who are otherwise connected to law enforcement and/or educational institutions are entitled to Associate Membership.  Associate Members may serve on a committee if appointed by the SDASRO president, with the approval of the Board of Directors.  An Associate Member will have all of the privileges of regular membership except those of voting and holding office.

Section 4.3 – Sustaining Member:  Any individual, partnership, firm, or corporation interested in fostering the aims and objectives of SDASRO may, upon contribution of monetary or in kind value, become a Sustaining Member.  A Sustaining Member will have all of the privileges of regular membership except those of voting, holding office, or committee membership.  Their membership will be approved yearly by the SDASRO board.

Section 4.4 – Honorary Member:  Honorary Membership may be conferred on any person who has rendered outstanding service to the Association or youth of the State of South Dakota or the purposes for which this organization was formed.  A person may be awarded Honorary Membership as a result of a two-thirds majority vote of the Board of Directors present and voting.  An Honorary Member shall have all of the privileges of regular membership.

Section 4.5 – Honorary Past President:  Past Presidents of SDASRO automatically become Honorary Past Presidents for life at the close of the last session of their service as president, as long as they are a member in good standing.  Honorary Past Presidents shall have the same privileges as a regular member and shall be exempt from paying dues.

Section 4.6 – Life Member:  Life Membership may be conferred on individuals or other such members who have rendered outstanding service to the Association.  A person may be awarded Life Membership by a two-thirds majority vote of the Board of Directors present and voting.  A Life Member shall have all of the privileges of regular members.

Section 4.7 – Fees and Assessments:  The Board of Directors may assess a membership fee as a condition of initial or continued membership.

Article V – Meetings

Meetings of the regular members shall be held at least annually and at such place that the Board designates by resolution, or, if not so designated, at the principle office of the Association, upon giving notice by mail or publication.  Notice shall be given at least (30) thirty days in advance of the scheduled meeting.  This meeting will be held for the purpose of electing new officers, when applicable, and to approve matters pertaining to the Association as the Board of Directors may direct.  The regular members present at any annual meeting of members shall constitute a quorum for the purpose of election or to transact business.

Article VI – Board of Directors

Section 6.1 – Positions on Board of Directors:  The Board of Directors shall consist of six positions:  President, Vice President, Secretary, Treasurer, a Region 1 at-large member, and a Region 2 at-large member.  No more than (2) two people from each department shall serve on the board at the same time.

Section 6.2 – Election of Officers:  All officers shall be elected by the voting membership at an annual meeting of the Association.  Officers shall hold office until the expiration of their term of office.  Each term of office shall be for (2) two years.  The Officers shall be chosen by statewide election.  In order to maintain a working knowledge of the SDASRO mission and bylaws the election process will be split into two elections.  On even years the positions of President and Secretary will be open.  On odd years the positions of Vice President and Treasurer will be open.  At-large positions will be voted on yearly.

Section 6.3 – President:  Subject to the control of the Board, the president shall be the general manager of the Association and shall supervise, direct and control the organization’s activities, affairs, and officers.  The president shall preside at all Board meetings.  The president shall have such other powers and duties as the Board or bylaws may prescribe.  The president has voting power.

Section 6.4 – Vice President:  If the president is absent or disabled, the vice president shall perform all duties of the president.  When so acting, the vice president shall have all powers of and be subject to all restrictions on the president.  The vice president shall have such other powers and perform such other duties as the Board or these bylaws may prescribe.  The vice president shall perform those tasks and serve on such committees as the president or the Board shall direct.  The vice president has voting power.

Section 6.5 – Secretary:  The secretary shall keep:

A) Books of Minutes.  The secretary shall keep the minutes of all meetings, proceedings and actions of the Board, and of committees of the Board.  The minutes of the meetings shall include the time and place that the meeting was held, whether the meeting was annual or special, and if special, how authorized, the notice given, and the names of those present at the Board or committee meetings.

B) Notices, Seal and Other Duties.  The secretary shall give notice of all meetings of the Board and of committees of the Board and of the general membership.  The secretary shall keep the seal of the organization as well as any copies of the articles of incorporation and bylaws as amended to date.  The secretary has voting power.

Section 6.6 – Treasurer:  The treasurer shall keep:

A) Books of Accounts.  The treasurer shall maintain adequate and correct books and accounts of the Association’s properties and transactions.  The treasurer shall send or cause to given to the members such financial statements and reports as are required to be given by law, by these bylaws, or by the Board.  The books of account shall be open to inspection by any member, in good standing, at all reasonable times.

B) Deposit and Disbursement of Money and Valuables.  The treasurer shall deposit all money and other valuables in the name and to the credit of the Association with such depositories as the Board may designate, shall disburse the organization’s funds as the Board may order, shall render to the president and the Board, when requested, an account of all transactions as treasurer and of the financial condition of the organization, and shall have such other powers and perform such other duties as the Board or bylaws may prescribe.  The treasurer has voting power.

Section 6.7 – Region 1 At-Large member:  The Region 1 at-large board member shall represent the SDASRO members from the following counties:  

Aurora, Beadle, Bon Homme, Brookings, Brown, Brule, Buffalo, Charles Mix, Clark, Clay, Codington, Davison, Day, Deuel, Douglas, Edmunds, Faulk, Grant, Hamlin, Hand, Hanson, Hutchinson, Jerauld, Kingsbury, Lake, Lincoln, Marshall, McCook, McPherson, Miner, Minnehaha, Moody, Roberts, Sanborn, Spink, Turner, Union, and Yankton.

Section 6.8 – Region 2 At-Large member:  The Region 2 at-large board member shall represent the SDASRO members from the following counties:

Bennett, Butte, Campbell, Corson, Custer, Dewey, Fall River, Gregory, Haakon, Harding, Hughes, Hyde, Jackson, Jones, Lawrence, Lyman, Meade, Mellette, Pennington, Perkins, Potter, Shannon, Stanley, Sully, Todd, Tripp, Walworth, and Ziebach.

Section 6.9 – At-Large vacancies:  Should either of the at-large positions not be able to be filled by somebody from the respective counties, the position will then be opened up to any SDASRO member. (Section added per electronic vote of membership 12/15/16)

Section 6.10 – Use of SDASRO Funds:  Any expenditure of SDASRO funds will need to be voted on by the Board members.  This vote may be done electronically.  Receipts for said purchases will need to be provided to the treasurer.

Section 6.11 – Board Meetings:  The Board shall hold an annual meeting for the purpose of organization and transaction of business.  Other regular or special meetings of the Board may be held at such time and place as the Board may fix.

A) Special meetings of the Board for any purpose may be called at any time by the president, vice president, or the majority of the Board of Directors.

B) Quorum.  A majority of the Board present at a regular or special meeting shall constitute a quorum for transaction of business.

Section 6.12 – Removal of Officers:  Any officer may be removed, for cause, with the approval of the voting power of the Association, at any regular or special meeting of the Board members and such officer shall be removed should he/she cease to be qualified for the office as provided in these bylaws.

Section 6.13 – Vacancies:  Any vacancy on the Board of Directors arising from death, resignation, or removal of an Officer in accordance with these bylaws, or an increase in the number of Officers, may be filled by the affirmative vote of a majority of the remaining Officers.  An Officer elected to fill any such vacancy shall hold office for the un-expired term of his/her predecessor and until a successor is elected.

Section 6.14 – Voting by Board Members:  Any vote of the Board that ends in a tie will go to a vote of the general membership.  This vote may be done electronically.

Article VII – Committees

Section 7.1 – Committee Formation:  The Board, by resolution adopted by a majority of the Officers, may create one or more committees.  Committees shall consist of not less than (3) three persons.  The president and vice president may not serve on the same committee, and the president may not serve as committee chair.

Section 7.2 – Meetings and Actions of Committees:  Meetings and actions of committees of the Board shall be governed by, held, and taken in accordance with the provisions of these bylaws concerning meetings and other Board actions.  Minutes of each meeting of any committee of the Board shall be kept and filed with the SDASRO records.

Article VIII – Amendments

These by laws and the Articles of Incorporation may be amended by a 2/3rds vote of voting members present and voting at any SDASRO annual business meeting, provided that the amendment is submitted to the Board of Directors in writing at least (30) thirty days prior to said meeting for review and subsequent report to the Association.  All SDASRO members shall then be notified by mail at least (15) fifteen days prior to the meeting of any requests to amend the bylaws.  Any changes proposed at the annual business meeting can be voted on by voting members at a later time via electronic means.
Article IX – Fiscal Year

The fiscal year of the Association shall be January 1st to December 30th of each year.

Article X – Grants, Gifts, and Donations

The Board of Directors is empowered to accept grants, gifts, and donations to carry out the purpose and objectives of SDASRO.  None of the monies received by the Association shall be used for the private profit of anyone within the Association.

Article XI – Dissolution of the Association

Upon the dissolution of the South Dakota Association of School Resource Officers, its assets shall be distributed to cover any outstanding debts of the Association or disbursed amongst any charitable organization or government-operated programs in furtherance of the objectives of this Association.
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