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Dear Friends,  

Greetings to you in the holy name of the Lord Je-

sus Christ, our blessed Redeemer! I hope you are 

in good health, have a happy heart, and are opti-

mistic about the future.  

With the busy Thanksgiving holiday behind us, 

and Advent in full swing, our attention has shifted 

from visiting with loved ones and obsessing over 

buying, preparing, and eating more food in a few 

days than we usually eat in a week. Instead, like 

millions of Christians worldwide, we have im-

mersed ourselves in spiritual activities that help 

prepare our hearts to celebrate December 25, the 

date western churches have set aside to commemo-

rate Jesus' birth.  

The Advent themes of hope, peace, love, and joy 

remind people that Jesus' birth assures the world 

things will get better despite tough times. Advent 

messages diminish concerns about the continuing 

spread and mutation of the Coronavirus, the rising 

cost of food and fuel, intense political divisions 

that threaten to topple democracy, and heightened 

social unrest.  

During Advent, Christians think about and discuss 

the importance of Jesus' birth to world history and 

in the lives of individuals. Scripture readings, es-

pecially from the four gospels (Matthew, Mark, 

Luke, and John) coupled with lessons from the pro-

phetic books of Jeremiah and Isaiah, prompt folk 

to identify the links between Jesus of Nazareth 

and the birth of the Messiah foretold by the He-

brew prophets.  

The Scriptures affirm God's love for all people, in-

cluding underdogs. Bible passages also remind us 

that adverse circumstances are temporary, and 

God's love is more powerful than the social con-

structs humans erect to separate and isolate each 

other.  

Thinking about the birth of Christ stirs cheer, 

goodwill, and friendliness. Those thoughts cause 

people to look forward with anxious anticipation to 

giving gifts on Christmas in joyful celebration of 

Jesus' birth - God's greatest gift to humanity. They 

also prompt folk to remember that a gift's true 

worth is measured by the spirit in which it is given 

and its significance to the giver, not its monetary 

cost or social value.  

Furthermore, Advent reminds us that Christmas 

celebrations acknowledge God's sovereignty and 

faithfulness. The Christmas narrative reveals the 

fulfillment of God's promise to send a Savior 

(Isaiah 9:6 and John 1:29) to deliver humanity 

from the power and consequences of sin. That 

knowledge undergirded by the Holy Spirit enables 

folk to have hope despite facing personal trials and 

other challenges that threaten to disrupt peace on 

every level.  

Looking to Christmas, Advent motivates us to cele-

brate by echoing the sentiment of Luke 2:14: 

"Glory to God in the highest, peace, and goodwill 

toward all."  

Merry Christmas, and God bless!  

Pastor Allegra  

 

 

"Glory to God in the highest, [and] on earth peace,  

[and] goodwill toward men [people]!"  

        

                                        Luke 2:14(NKJ)  

PASTORõS MESSAGE 

Pastor Allegra Hoots 
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Sunday Worship (Traditional)  

Pastor Allegra Hoots  

11:00am  

Live in the Sanctuary & on YouTube*  

~~~~~ 
 

Sunday Fellowship  

12:30 - 1:30pm 

JOIN US  

~~~~~ 
 

Contemporary Worship Service  

Thursdays @ 7:00pm  

Via YouTube*  

Upcoming Events  See calendars for more activities and events  

Date  Time  Event  

  6  Epiphany of our Lord  

   9  Baptism of our Lord  

  11 10:00am  Administrative Meeting  

  15   7:30pm  Session Meeting  

  17  Martin Luther King Jr., Birthday  

  Week of Prayer for Christian Unity be-

gins 

   

   

   

   

Date  Time  Event  

   1  World AIDS day  

  10  Human Rights Day  

  11 10:00am  Administrative Meeting  

  12   1:00pm  Christmas Caroling ñJoin us!  

  15   7:30pm  Session Meeting  

  19  Christmas Joy Offering  

  24   7:00pm  Christmas Eve Service  

  25  Nativity of the Lord ñChristmas Day  

   

FOR VIRTUAL EVENTS:  
TO CONNECT BY COMPUTER OR TELEPHONE, GO TO THE CHURCHõS WEBSITE FOR INFORMATION: 

http://www.upcplainfield.org/  

December                                                       January  

Bible Study & Noon Day Prayers  

Wednesdaysñ12 noon to 1:00pm  

 

 

Location:  The Hansen Room & Zoom  

Book:  Bible Studies for Life: Unstoppable Gospel, 

Bible Study Book  

Author:  Greg Matte  

 

The book is available through Christianbook.com for 9.99  

Advent Study  

Sundays 7:00 pm - 8:00 pm via ZOOM  

Title: Christmas in the Four Gospel Homes  

 

Sunday School  

Sundays ñ 10:00am  

 

Ages 13-17:  Getting to Know Samuel the Prophet:   

§ introduce Listening Prayer  

§ highlight new forms of communication  

Ages 3-12:      Arts & Crafts, Movement & Games,  

                        Storytelling  

Adult Education  

Sundays ñ 10:00-10:45am 
(NOTE:  No Class: Dec. 19, 26) 

òThere will be signs in the sun, the moon, and the stars.ó ñ Luke 21:25  



 

 

Christmas Eve Service  

December 24th  

7:00pm  
Live in the Sanctuary &  

Via YouTube  

Page 3 

December 2021 
United Presbyterian Church: Where God is exalted, Everyone matters, and You belong!  

 

Christmas Caroling  

Sunday, December 12th  

1:00 pm  

 
 

Meet in the Churchõs parking lot 

 

Everyone is invited to join us!  

No experience necessary  

 

Contact Sue or Avril for more info.  

NATIVITY OF JESUS 

The nativity of Jesus , nativity of Christ , birth of Christ  or birth of Jesus  is described in the bib-

lical gospels of  Luke  and Matthew. The two accounts agree that  Jesus was born 

in  Bethlehem  in  Judea, his mother Mary  was betrothed to a man named  Joseph, who was descended 

from King David  and was not his biological father, and that his birth was  caused by divine interven-

tion.  

The nativity is the basis for the  Christian  holiday 

of Christmas  on December 25, and plays a major role in 

the Christian liturgical year. Many Christians tradition-

ally display small  manger scenes depicting the nativity 

in their homes, or attend  Nativity Plays  or Christmas 

pageants focusing on the nativity cycle in the Bible. 

Elaborate nativity displays called "creche scenes", fea-

turing life -sized statues, are a tradition in many conti-

nental European countries during the Christmas sea-

son. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nativity_of_Jesus  
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Christmas ~ What is Christmas?  
 

 

Christians celebrate Christmas Day on December 25 th  as the anniversary of the birth of Jesus 

of Nazareth, a spiritual leader whose teachings form the basis of their religion. Popular cus-

toms include exchanging gifts, decorating Christmas trees, attending church and sharing 

meals with family and friends.  

Is Christmas Really the Day Jesus Was Born?  

In the early years of  Christianity, Easter was the main holiday; the birth of Jesus was not cel-

ebr at ed. I n t he four t h cent ur y, chur ch of f i ci al s deci ded t o i nst i t u t e t he bi r t h  of  Jesus as a hol i-

day. Unfortunately, the Bible does not mention a date for his birth.    

For centuries,  Christmas  was celebrated not as a single day, but as a whole season in parts of the world, 

beginning with December 24, Christmas Eve. Perhaps the practice of celebrating the evening before the 

big day is an echo from ancient Jewish reckoning. Among earlier Jews, a day began at six in the evening 

and ran until six the following evening. Had not Moses written: "An evening and a morning were the first 

day"? 

Christmas means "Christ -mass." Although the date is a guess, the tradition of observing it goes back to at 

least the fourth century. Under the influence of the church, Christian traditions replaced pagan solstice 

festivals throughout Europe. Often the more innocent pagan practices (such as bringing in a Yule log, 

decorating with holly and the like) were carried over into the Christmas observance, transfigured with 

new meaning.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
https://www.history.com/topics/christmas/history -of-christmas  

https://www.crosswalk.com/special -coverage/christmas -and-advent/what -is-christmas -understanding -the-history -and-origin.html  

The Christian Meaning Behind Ancient Tra-

ditions  

 

Evergreen Trees  were the symbol of eternal life. 

Martin Luther introduced them to the Reformation 

Church as a picture of our endless life in Christ, by 

bringing in a tree to his family on  Christmas  Eve 

lit with candles ( Isaiah 60:13 ). 

 

Candles  are a picture that Christ is the Light of 

the world ( John 8). 

 

Holly  speaks of the thorns in His crown ( Matthew 

27:29). 

 

Red  is a color of Christmas that speaks of Christ's 

blood and death.  

 

Gifts  are a reminder of the gifts of the Magi to ba-

by Jesus. Each of them speak to a component of 

His incarnation: Majesty in life, Bitterest Agony in 

Death and He as God's Perfect gift to us ( Matthew 

2). 

Wreath Advent Candles 

 

Make 

your gift  

meaningful 

and from 

the heart. 

Most gifts 

are free. 

Yule Log 

Gifts Christmas Tree 

https://www.history.com/topics/christmas/history-of-christmas
https://www.crosswalk.com/special-coverage/christmas-and-advent/what-is-christmas-understanding-the-history-and-origin.html
http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=isa+60:13
http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=joh+8
http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=mt+27:29
http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=mt+27:29
http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=mt+2
http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=mt+2

