
UNION VALE TOWN BOARD MEETING NOVEMBER 20, 2019 TOWN HALL  

249 DUNCAN ROAD LAGRANGEVILLE, NY 7:30PM  

PRESENT: Supervisor Maas Council: Steven Frazier, Corrina Kelley, John Welsh & 

David McMorris  

Town Attorney: Jeff Battistoni  

Town Clerk: Andrea Casey  

 

MOTION TO APPROVE THE MINUTES  

Councilman Welsh made a motion to approve October 17, 2019 minutes as written. This was 

seconded by Councilman McMorris and all were unanimously in favor. 

 

Supervisors Report 

Supervisor Maas began by stating the cash flow report, abstracts and warrants and deposits and 

all other financial statement have been distributed to the Town Board.  Supervisor Maas had a 

meeting with Head Constable, George Treadwell, regarding traffic control for the Holiday 

Lights.   

Correspondence included a check from Comp Alliance which is known as a loyalty 

distribution in the amount of $500, a letter from County Executive Marc Molinaro regarding 

sales tax information and senior picnic fees being a donation, administrative fee Schedule with 

DC Sheriff’s Office.  

Recycling Center Update: Supervisor Maas did a lot of research and it was decided that 

Union Vale Seniors would receive a discount which was voted on during the untelevised 

10/31/19 meeting, Union Vale resident seniors ages 65+ will pay $50.   

2020 Budget Review: Supervisor Maas reported that the Town Budget would be flat for 

2020, last year it was $3.18 now $3.06 as well as under the tax cap she further mentioned the 

highlights and impacting changes in the upcoming budget.  The Highway Capital Reserve Fund 

will also have a portion of funding transferred in each year to pay for the cost of new equipment 

without needing to borrow and pay finance fees. Supervisor Maas also spoke about the recreation 

department and how efficiently all the programs the Town ran have produced a profit which 

helps keep taxes down. There is also a full list of details complied in the budget.  

 

 Board Member Reports  

Councilman Welsh reported “less speed less harm”, during the month of October, was 

successful.  It was reported there were 126 traffic stops, 67 traffic tickets were issued, and 85 

warnings.  He thanked the State Police for their diligence to enforce safety. He also thanked 

Dutchess County Public Works for their efficient speed in completing the road project of 

repairing two bridges and the clove circle project.  

Councilman Frazier spoke about the arrival of the new highway truck, it will be sent out for 

reflective taping for safety purposes.  

Councilwoman Kelley apologizes for missing the last meeting due to a family emergency. 

Councilman McMorris had nothing to report.  

 

Highway Report – No report given however the new utility truck was delivered this week. 

 

Town Clerk Report – Town Clerk Casey spoke about the new Recycling Center Permits for 

2020.  This year they are magnets which was a cost savings from the stickers in years past.  They 

will be for sale November 25, 2019 by mail, in person, or online.   

 

Public Comments on Agenda Items  

Miriam – asked about the contingency plan in the event the libraries do not agree to the offer set 

forth by the Union Vale Town Board.   

 

Departmental Reports 

 

Parks & Recreation: 

Although Mr. Gosnell was not asked to be in attendance, Supervisor Maas spoke about the other 

park improvements that are underway which consist of: New Gutters, New Fencing, Roof 

Repairs, Windows for #11 Tymor Park Road. 

 

Employee Benefit/Payroll Changes to correct inconsistencies – table if needed.  Supervisor 

Maas summarized the changes needed regarding probation period of 3-months for health 

insurance, compensatory time, call-out pay for Highway and Constables and health insurance 
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clarification on elected vs full time.  Councilman Frazier asked to table it to December 5th in 

order to research further.   

 

Furnace Pond Dam Update – Engineering Analysis – A copy of the report has been given to 

the Board for review.  They spoke about doing a valve analysis as part of the report. 

 

MOTION TO ACCEPT PROPOSAL TO CONDUCT ENGINEERING ASSESSMENT 

REPORT  

Supervisor Maas made a motion to approve Milone & McBroom’s Engineering Assessment 

Report proposal for Furnace Pond Dam as soon as possible.  This was seconded by Councilman 

Welsh and all were unanimously in favor.  

 

 

‘Citizens Preparedness Training” at Town Hall by DC Dept. of Emergency Response- Bill 

Beal did an excellent job and Commissioner Dana Smith was also in attendance.  Supervisor 

Maas encouraged all to check out Ready.gov for important information.  Supervisor Maas also 

spoke about another upcoming class entitled ‘stop the bleeding’ which is more medically based 

and hopes to offer in the first quarter of 2020. 

 

 Updated Financial Processes for Tax Collector & Town Clerk  

(See attached for full policy) Councilman Welsh made a motion to adopt the financial process 

which was seconded by Councilman McMorris and all were unanimously in favor.  

 

Review of Town Code Section 210-45 (c) in regards to Holiday Light Display  

Attorney Battistoni summarized his findings regarding the light display, carnivals, fairs, 

regarding not-for profit.  He did not feel this section applied to the holiday light display as it was 

created by homeowners, a family, not by a not-for-profit. He noted there may be times where a 

not-for-profit benefits from that however, that becomes incident to the display itself.  

 

Review of Law regarding Wood Chips at Intersections 

Attorney Battistoni reviewed Section 319 Obstructions & Removal in New York State highway 

law which does apply to this situation. This requires the homeowner to remove the obstruction.  

In the event this does not happen, the Highway Superintendent would serve notice to the 

property owner.  If still not removed by the owner, the Superintendent may remove it themselves 

and bill the property owner which if left unpaid, becomes  levied on the property. There was 

further discussion on designated access such as a proper driveway.  The Code enforcement 

Officer suggested 48 inches is the height although this does not appear in our code, he felt is was 

a proper sitting height.  

 

 Resolutions & Motions: 

 

Motion to Approve 2020 Budget  

Supervisor Maas made a motion to approve the 2020 budget as distributed this evening which 

was seconded by Councilman Welsh and all were unanimously in favor.  

 

MOTION TO PAY BILLS 

Councilman Welsh made a motion to approve budget adjustments, warrants, pay bills which was 

seconded by Councilman Frazier and all were unanimously in favor. 

 

 Public Comment on Town Issues 

Glenn Morrison, Bloomer Road: Spoke about the light display. When he moved in, he 

did not anticipate the display “exploding into what it has become”.  He believes this issue is very 

important as a health and safety issue and understands the attractions and benefits, he believes 

this is not in compliance with electrical safety requirements.  He gave Attorney Battistoni 

pictures of the light display and would like the traffic minimized even though George Treadwell 

and his team do an excellent job of managing it.  He would like the Town to acknowledge the 

extension cord compliance issue and these are strung from trees that are in a state of decline and 

feels some are indoor vs outdoor use.   

Supervisor Maas responded that the homeowner feels the set-up is proper and would not like an 

inspection on his private property.  The other issue is the stopping for one or for all.  There was 

further discussion on this topic.  He would like to give the Board the points and issues that he 

scripted which will be added to the minutes of the meeting as per Supervisor Maas and stated 
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they will discuss the situation.  Supervisor Maas inquired if his safety concerns were met in 

compliance with the electrical codes, would he stop worrying about this event, to which he 

replied yes, as this was his primary concern.  

Dana Kilcrease- Darren Road – wants to support Glen for the work that he has done on 

the electrical safety portion.  He has lived there for 32 years and has concerns about people 

exiting their car to view this display.  He would like to stop attracting more traffic to the site and 

encouraging pedestrian safety and access to his home and spoke about a situation in 2012.  He 

would like to protect and preserve the rights as homeowners of the surrounding area and the 

impacts that have on the surrounding area.  

Motion to Enter Executive Session 

Supervisor Maas made a motion to enter executive session at 8:52pm which was seconded by 

Councilman Welsh and all were in favor.  

Motion to Exit Executive Session 

Supervisor Maas made a motion at 8:57pm to exit executive session which was seconded by 

Councilman Welsh.  Supervisor Maas noted that no action was taken.  

Next Scheduled Meetings: December 5th - Work Session – This will be a work session in which 

the Board takes action and will be noticed accordingly December 19th – Town Board Agenda 

Meeting 

MOTION TO ADJOURN 

At 8:58pm Councilman Welsh made a motion to adjourn which was seconded by Councilman 

Frazier and all were unanimously in favor.  

Respectfully Submitted, 

Andrea Casey 

Town Clerk 
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Financial Processes 
 

Finalized & Approved by the Town Board as of November 20, 2019 

 

Town Clerk 
• The Finance Office will maintain and control inventory of the “Recycling Center Permits,” 

“Recycling Center Trash Disposal Tickets,” and “Bulk Tickets”. 
o The permits, disposal tickets, and bulk tickets will be given to the Town Clerk in 

increments of 50. 
o The disposal tickets and bulk tickets will be given to the Recycling Center in increments 

of 200. 
o The Finance Office will track all permit, disposal ticket, and bulk ticket card numbers 

that are distributed. 
• The Town Clerk will maintain a spreadsheet of all permits, disposal tickets, and bulk tickets. 

o The spreadsheet will contain the permit, disposal ticket, or bulk ticket number, the date 
of the purchase, the name of the purchaser, and the revenue collected from the sale. 

o The Finance Office will reconcile the revenue reported in QuickBooks to the revenue 
reported in the Town Clerk’s spreadsheet. 

• All bank deposits prepared by the Town Clerk will be given to the Finance Office for verification. 
o The Finance Office will make a copy of the deposit and check the deposit to ensure 

accuracy before it is deposited in the bank. 
o After verification, the Town Clerk, Supervisor, Bookkeeper, or other authorized 

personnel will bring the deposits to the bank. 
• The Finance Office will keep a copy of the Town Clerk’s monthly bank statement. 

o The Finance Office will verify that all deposits prepared and brought to the bank agree 
to the deposits shown on the bank statement. 

• The Town Clerk bank account will have two signers:  Town Clerk and Deputy Town Clerk 
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Tax Collector 
• The Tax Collector must provide proof that their personal property taxes were paid using one of 

the following procedures: 
o Providing proof to the Finance Office that their payment cleared the bank and that the 

payment agrees to the amount on their tax bill. 
o Giving their payment to the Finance Office to deposit at the bank. 

• The Tax Collector will provide proof to the Finance Office that the payments collected plus the 
report of unpaid amounts submitted to Dutchess County match the total on the tax warrant. 

• All bank deposits prepared by the Tax Collector will be given to the Finance Office for 
verification. 

o The Finance Office will make a copy of the deposit and check the deposit to ensure 
accuracy before it is deposited in the bank. 

o After verification, the Tax Collector, Finance Office, Supervisor, or other authorized 
personnel will bring the deposits to the bank. 

• The Finance Office will keep a copy of the Tax Collector’s monthly bank statement. 
o The Finance Office will verify that all deposits prepared and brought to the bank agree 

to the deposits shown on the bank statement. 
• The Town Clerk bank account will have two signers:  Tax Collector and Town Clerk 
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