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Natural Resource Areas Management Plan

Purpose

Provide guidance for management and use of District
owned natural resource areas

Define ecological communities and context
Evaluate and prioritize resources




Natural Resource Area

A Willamalaneowned andmanaged

A Valuedand managedor natural
resource function (e.g. habitats,
water quality function, visual

guality)
/. Providesopportunities fornature-

based recreation, education, and
research.
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Natural Resource Areas Management Plan - Context Map
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-494 acres of natural resource area (18 parks)
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I. Project Startup

e Develop work plan v Done
* Present overview to Willamalane Board o Done (Dec. 14)
e Compile sample plans and assessment methods e underway
e Form TAC and Project Team "TEL underway
Il. Research and Inventory
e Review/summarize related plans and studies 1T
e Assess regional context (write description) EEEENI] Get input from TAC
e Develop/adopt assessment methodology EEEEEN] Get input from TAC
e Adopt habitat classification system ENEEEEEEN Get input from TAC
e Apply assessment methodology to sites EEEEEN Verify scoring w/PT
e Provide brief site summaries and index map EEEEEN Work w/PT on summaries
11l. Plan Development
e Develop goals and objectives EEEN h 1 Brainstorm w/PT
e Develop approach/outline for site specific MPs g l| N
e Develop decision making process T Brainstorm w/PT
e Develop prioritization method EEEEN] Get input from TAC
e Prioritize NR sites EEE@EEN
e Compile draft NRMP [l EEENEN Review by TAC/PT

| I

IV. Input and Finalization of NRMP

e Post information on Willamalane web site O O O
e Provide updates to interest groups sEsnpueueneeesyunnnjuennynnn |Asneeded
e Compile input and incorporate into NRMP EEgEEEEEEEENEEEEjEEEE
e Produce final NRMP EEEERY
Meetings
e Project Team (PT) Meeting ™ Y b
e TAC/Project Team Meeting > V¢
e Present Final NRMP to Willamalane Board E Overview of final plan
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1.0
2.0
3.0
4.0
5.0
6.0
7.0

Plan Organization:

Background and Purpose

Ecological Setting and Regional Context

Natural Resource Areas Function and Value Assessment
Goals, Objectives, and Recommended Actions and Strategie
Management Planning Guidelines

Prioritization of Actions

Guidance for Future Natural Resource Areas Acquisition



2.0
Ecological
Setting

Willamette
Valley
Ecoregion

Derived From

A Oregon Conservation:Strategy
(ODEFWY

A Ecoregionafssessment (TNC)

A South Ridgeline Habitat Study
(Salix Associates)

RareHabitat Type

(Oregon Conservation
Strategy Classification)

Table 2-1: Habitat Types

Habitat Type Canopy | Description

Conifer Forest 71-100% | Forested areas associated with dry sites, with a minimum of 60% tree cover of coniferous
species such as Douglas-fir. The understory typically consists of shade tolerant shrubs, ferns,
and forbs.

Mixed Forest 71-100% | Forested areas associated with dry sites, with a mix of coniferous and deciduous trees (less than
60% of either type) and a shade tolerant understory.

Hardwood 71-100% | Forested areas associated with dry sites, with a minimum of at least 60% tree cover of

Forest deciduous species such as maple or oak. The understory typically consists of shade tolerant
shrubs, ferns, and forbs.

Conifer 31-70% | Woodland area dominated by coniferous species such as Douglas-fir and ponderosa pine, with

Woodland some openings in the canopy. The understory typically consists of a mix of shade and sun
tolerant shrubs, ferns, grasses, and forbs.

Mixed 31-70% | Woodland area with a mix of conifers and deciduous trees (less than 60% of either type) and a

Woodland mix of shade and sun tolerant understory species.

Oak Woodland | 31-70% | Woodland area dominated by white or black oak with Douglas-fir, ponderosa pine, madrone,
and maple often present. The understory typically consists of a mix of shade and sun tolerant
shrubs, ferns, grasses, and forbs.

Riparian 0-100% | Riparian habitats are those adjacent to rivers and streams or occurring on nearby floodplains.
Riparian habitats are shaped and maintained through seasonal flooding, scour, and soil
deposition and vary from sparsely vegetated areas to cottonwood gallery forests due to flood
dynamics. Typical vegetation includes willow, Douglas-fir, alder, maple, cottonwood, snowberry,
dogwood, spiraea, rushes, sedges, forbs and grasses.

Savanna 6-30% Savannas are associated with dry sites and/or frequent pre-settlement fires, with widely
scattered trees. Typical tree species include white and black oak, ponderosa pine, and Douglas-
fir with understory similar to prairie or grassland, with some shrubs present. Succession in the
absence of fire or mowing tends to favor increased shrub and tree dominance over time.

Wetland 31-100% | Wetland areas with tree cover present with a hydric soil tolerant understory of shrubs, grasses,

Forest/ forbs, sedges, and rushes. Oregon ash is the typical dominant tree species in these areas with

Woodland Douglas-fir and willow often present. This category differs from riparian in that it is generally
found on perched seasonal water tables and is less prone to disturbance due to flooding.

Wetland 0-5% Wet prairies and vernal pools historically covered large areas of the Willamette Valley and were

Prairie/ maintained by a combination of wetland soil hydrology and frequent burning. Wetland prairies

Vernal Pool are dominated primarily by bunch grasses, rushes, and forbs and largely free of trees and
shrubs. Vernal pools are characterized by freshwater inundation for much of the winter and
spring, followed by dramatic lowering of the water table at the approach of summer. They are
found in isolated small depressions with no inflow or outflow and typically dominated by annual
forbs.

Upland 0-5% Upland prairie/grassland occurs on well-drained soils and was maintained historically by

Prairie/ frequent burning. Dominant native vegetation is perennial bunchgrasses with abundant and

Grassland diverse forbs. Much of this habitat has been lost in the Willamette Valley and most remaining
habitats have lost native diversity and are often dominated by non-native grasses.

Herbaceous 0-5% Herbaceous balds and bluffs occur in the driest environmental settings within the Willamette

Balds and Valley: generally south- to west-facing slopes on shallow or sandy/gravelly soils. They typically

Bluffs occur as isolated sites within a forest matrix, on steep slopes, rocky areas, or cliff faces.
Vegetation is dominated by perennial bunchgrasses, forbs, ferns, lichens, and mosses. Scattered
trees and shrubs may be present.

Aquatic 0-5% Freshwater aquatic habitats including rivers, streams, ponds, and marshes with water typically

present throughout the year with aquatic and wetland vegetation present.




Change in Extent of Willamette Valley Strategy Habitats (1850 to 2004)
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A mix of habitattypes
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3.0 Natural Resource Areas
Function and Value Assessment

What makes

the natural
resource area
Val u ab I e fro m f. Contiguity with other natural areas (based on size of adj. area)

a Willamalane
>
perspective:

d. Access and presence of trails
-3

e. User experience 0

lll. Ecosystem Services Possible Points
a. Presence and permanence of water on site
b. Surface water quality function

c. Drinking water protection

d. Floodplain function

RIPIPI?
Alh|w|lw

IV. Potential for Improvement of Natural Resource Area Function Possible Points
a. Potential for habitat restoration or enhancement activities
b. Potential for recreation, education, or trails improvements

c. Potential for water quality related improvements

@
w(w



Natural Resource
Area Descriptions
and Assessment
Scores

Method:

Primarily OffSite Assessment
Aerial Photo Interpretation
Existing Data

Expert Knowledge
(Willamalane Planning Team)

T> T> T> T

Georgia-Pacific Property (along the north side of the Middle Fork of the Willamette River)

The GP Property, which is primarily accessed by the public from the Middle Fork Path or the river, contains high
quality riparian and aquatic habitats. The property is bordered by protected natural area on three sides.

ok Fawey

Natural Resource Function and Value Assessment Scores

119.7 acres

Native vegetation dominant, but significant patches of non-native
vegetation is present

b. Native vegetation cover -

c. Habitat diversity (one po e) Riparian and aquatic (pond and Mill Race)
d. Rare habitats n Riparian and aquatic

e. Rare plant or animal species Chinook Salmon, Western Pond Turtle, Bull Trout (OBIC); Oregon
Chub noted in the Mill Race.

f. Contiguity - Clearwater Park to east, Confluence property (TNC) to south

Il. Public Use and Visibil [Notes 0]

| Points |
a. Nature-based recreation (passive) Bicycling, walking, jogging/running, nature study, fishing, nature
| c.Visibility and scenicvalue | 2 [ Middle Fork Path facilitates consistentuse |
| d.Accessand presenceoftrails | 3 | MiddleForkPath |
[e.Userexperience | 3 [solitude,viewstoriverandadjoining naturalareas |
| c.Drinkingwaterprotection | 4 | Within1yearTOTfromwelhead |
[d.Floodplainfunction [ 4 | Approximately 68 acres within mapped 100-year floodplain |

(W.Potential  [points[Notes |

Riparian restoration and enhancement opportunities including
riparian planting and invasive species control

- Potential for additional trails, interpretive signage, mountain bike
skills park, and accessible fishing area on pond

Riparian planting opportunities in some areas along edge of pond,
Middle Fork, and Mill Race
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I. Habitat Values
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Bob Artz Park

Clearwater Park

Dorris Ranch Living History Farm

Eastgate Woodlands

Georgia-Pacific Property

Gray Property
Guy Lee Park

Harvest Landing Natural Area

Island Park

Jasper Meadows Park/JM South

Kelly Butte Park

Lively Park

Middle Fork Path
Moe Property
Mountain Park

Rob Adams Park

Ruff Park

Volunteer Park

West D Street Greenway

Willamette Heights Park Overlook

30.1

Ave:

Ave: 25.8

564.1

Total Acres:
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Goal 1 Habitat Preservation, Restoration, and Enhancement
Goal 2 Ongoing Natural Resource Area Management

Goal 3 Ecosystem Services

Goal 4 Public Access and NatuBased Recreation

Goal 5 Education, Stewardship, and Research

Goal 6 Natural Resource Area Planning

Goal 7 Monitoring and Mapping

Goal 8 Future Habitat Preservation, LaAgquisition/Easements
Goal 9 Partnerships an@€ollaboration




