
Purpose:  

• Provide guidance for management and use of District-
owned natural resource areas  

• Define ecological communities and context 

• Evaluate and prioritize resources 



• Willamalane owned and managed 

• Valued and managed for natural 
resource function (e.g. habitats, 
water quality function, visual 
quality)  

• Provides opportunities for nature- 
based recreation, education, and 
research. 



Willamalane: 43 parks, 783 acres 

     -494 acres of natural resource area (18 parks) 

     -Plus ~70 acres with Moe Property and Mountain Park 





•Greg Hyde, NRAMP Project Manager 

• Bob Keefer, Superintendent 

• Jason Genck, Deputy Superintendent 

• Nicole Ankeney, Landscape Architect 

• Laura Carter, Community Recreation Supervisor 

• Damon Crume, Horticulture Program Manager 

• Joel Miller, Park Services Division Directer 

• Sean O’Brien, Park Specialist 



• Amy Chinitz, Springfield Utility Board 

• Elise Ferrarese, Middle Fork Willamette Watershed Council 

• Mark Metzger, City of Springfield – Planning 

• Todd Miller, City of Springfield – Environmental Services 

• Eve Montanaro, Middle Fork Willamette Watershed Council 

• John Moriarty, Lane County Public Works 

• Bruce Newhouse, Salix Associates 

• Jason Nuckols, The Nature Conservancy 

• Ryan Ruggiero, McKenzie River Trust 

• Larry Six, McKenzie Watershed Council 

• Trevor Taylor, City of Eugene Parks and Open Space Division 

• Jeff Ziller, Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife 



1.0 Background and Purpose 

2.0 Ecological Setting and Regional Context 

3.0 Natural Resource Areas Function and Value Assessment 

4.0 Goals, Objectives, and Recommended Actions and Strategies 

5.0 Management Planning Guidelines 

6.0 Prioritization of Actions 

7.0 Guidance for Future Natural Resource Areas Acquisition 



* Rare Habitat Type 

(Oregon Conservation 
Strategy Classification) 

* 

* 
* 

* 

* 

* 
* 
* 

Willamette  

Valley 

Ecoregion 

Derived From: 
• Oregon Conservation Strategy 

(ODFW) 
• Ecoregional Assessment (TNC) 
• South Ridgeline Habitat Study 

(Salix Associates) 



Springfield 



• Middle Fork Willamette River 

• Main Stem Willamette River 

• McKenzie River 

• Other Dispersed  



Eastgate Woodlands 

West D Greenway 

GP Property 

Riparian 



Guy Lee Park 

Rob Adams Park 

Lively Park 

Conifer Forest and Mixed Woodland 

Aquatic and Wetland Forest 



Western bluebird Showy tarweed (Madia elegans) 

Newhouse 

Mountain Park 

Moe Property 

Jasper Meadows Park 

Savanna, Prairie, Oak Woodlands 



What makes 
the natural 
resource area 
valuable from 
a Willamalane 
perspective? 

 



Method: 
• Primarily Off-Site  Assessment 
• Aerial Photo Interpretation 
• Existing Data 
• Expert Knowledge 

(Willamalane Planning Team) 





Goal 1: Habitat Preservation, Restoration, and Enhancement 

Goal 2: Ongoing Natural Resource Area Management  

Goal 3: Ecosystem Services 

Goal 4: Public Access and Nature-Based Recreation 

Goal 5: Education, Stewardship, and Research 

Goal 6: Natural Resource Area Planning 

Goal 7: Monitoring and Mapping 

Goal 8: Future Habitat Preservation, Land Acquisition/Easements 

Goal 9: Partnerships and Collaboration 



• Purpose (document, assess, specify management actions, 
enable adaptive management) 

• Process (collaboration) 

• Recommended Content 

• Process for Addressing Unanticipated Issues and Conflicts 



Criteria for Acquisition: 

• Proximity/Connectivity 

• Recreational/Educational Use 

• Habitat Value 

• Willing Seller 

• Cost Effectiveness 

• Land Use Compatibility 

• Comp Plan Guidance 

• Available Funding  

• Presence of Hazards 

 




