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Lenten Season
And Yet, There Is Hope
I often hear people say that they wish for the good old days when life was slower and simpler and less
complicated. Most of us wish we could return to Norman Rockwell’s America, to I Love Lucy and Leave it to
Beaver or even back to sitting around the radio listening to Fibber McGee and Molly. My standard response is
along the lines of: “So, you want to go back to washing your clothes on a rock in the stream and high infant
mortality rates and polio, tuberculosis and dysentery?” We live in a wonderful time and place in
history. There has never been a more prosperous time than the one we live in. Technology may
seem like it is taking over everything (watch the human interactions the next time you go out to
eat, it seems as though there is more between person to cell phone than person to person). And
yet I can Facetime with my grandchildren almost anytime I want. I now wear a watch on my
arm that would make Dick Tracy envious, and a cell phone with functionality that Maxwell
Smart could only dream of for his shoe.
Our political system appear s mor e like a blood spor t than a gover ning institution. Our Congr ess can ’t
find its moral compass enough to pass legislation that would prevent the killing of children who survived an
abortion and were born alive. Hollywood can’t accelerate its race to the bottom of the cesspool any faster. Our
higher education system is in tatters. Generational differences are widening daily. I could go on and on.
I am just worn out from all of the bad news and calamity that we are hit with each and every
day. It just seems that the world is falling apart faster than I can absorb the changes that are
happening.

And yet…
Ther e is hope. As we wr ap up the season of Lent and head into Holy
Week we see the love that God has for us. We see Jesus ride into Jerusalem to the shouts of Hosanna, save now.
We hear teachings of the last days, we have the institution of the Last Supper in which Jesus brings us the gift of
forgiveness through ordinary elements of bread and wine which mysteriously are also His very Body and Blood.
And then Jesus is betrayed by Judas, but also by you and me.
Jesus is tr ied in a sham tr ial, found guilty by His own people and tur ned over to the occupying for ce to be
executed. But Pilate finds no valid charges against Him but is too weak to stand up to the crowds and Jesus is
killed. The innocent Son of God is killed because of you and me.

And yet…
Ther e is hope. J esus doesn’t stay dead. He rises from the grave and conquers sin, death and
the devil for you. Now when you die, neither will you stay dead. Jesus will come again and you will be raised to
immortality. Sin will be gone and we will live as we were meant to live at Creation.
So ther e is hope. Ther e is hope for this sin filled wor ld. Ther e is hope in spite of news that br ings us down
and shows us just how inhumane mankind can be. When I want to imitate an ostrich and bury my head in the
sand and ignore the world around me, I have to remember that I have the greatest news that has ever been given
in the history of the world. You have been chosen by the Creator of the universe to share His story with those
He has put in your life. Jesus has given you hope to weather all the storms of life and prevail over whatever may
befall you and people need to hear that.
The celebr ation of our Savior ’s victory over the grave and Satan give us the confidence and courage to face
anything this world can throw at us. Jesus has taken away the fear of losing our lives because He has given us
eternal life. Whatever the world can throw at us is insignificant compared to glorious riches of His
grace that He has given to us! Easter is our great high feast because Jesus defeated every enemy
and freely gives that victory to you.
Ther e is hope for our sin fallen wor ld in the life, death and r esur r ection of God ’s only S
on Jesus Christ. Please join us for all of the Worship services this month and bring those people
who need to hear the Good News of God’s grace and mercy as we celebrate the death and
resurrection of Jesus.

Pastor Don
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Join us for Fellowship Supper before the Lenten Mid-Week Service at 6pm.
Services start at 7 pm…. Following the Supper.
Midweek of Lent 5 – April 10, 2019 (Supper is Finger Food)
Sermon: “A God Who Thirsts” (Psalm 22:12–18; John 19:28–30)

Special Services:
Maundy Thursday - April 18th at 7 pm
Good Friday - April 19th at 7 pm
Palm Sunday - April 14th at 8 am and 10:30 am
Easter Sunday - Sunrise Service at 7am, Followed by
Breakfast, Egg Hunt and the Traditional Worship Service will be at 9:45am
(instead of the usual time)

The Meyer Minute ~ April 4th, 2019
I imagined I was dr iving nor th on M22, a r oute in Michigan that delights you with lakes and woods
and small towns, making you envy people who live there – but, no, in reality it was Illinois 161 and I was
heading toward Hoffman, a small town in Clinton County. That was 2015 and the “lakes” were hundreds
and hundreds of acres of rich farm ground flooded by overflowing rivers and creeks. The scene is the same
in much of the Midwest today. You don’t envy the people who live there.
Pastor Stephen Krenz led worship at Trinity in Hoffman. He read Job 38:1-11. The Almighty had heard
enough of Job’s self-righteousness: “Where were you when I laid the foundation of the earth?”
But then God said something that should have made worshippers wonder. “Who shut in the sea with
doors…and prescribed limits for it…and said, ‘Thus far shall you come, and no farther, and here shall
your proud waves be stayed’”? Did the worshippers see the contradiction between that and their flooded
fields?
The answer is basic. The Cr eator established limits for all He made, but ever since Adam and Eve
transgressed God’s command, sin has been luring us to go beyond the limits. It happens in many ways.
“Thou shalt” and “Thou shalt not” are now thought irrelevant in our morally collapsed society. Nature is
infected as well, creation being “in bondage” and “groaning” for redemption, and so water overflows
boundaries, cancer cells multiply wildly, and we’re beset with all kinds of diseases and storms.
When tr oubles flood our lives, faith keeps confidence in the One who laid the
foundations of the earth. “I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth
comparing with the glory that is to be revealed to us. For the creation waits with eager
longing for the revealing of the sons of God…. In this hope we were saved”
and “we wait for it with patience”.
(Romans 8:18-19, 24, 25)
Whom should we envy?
Anyone who perseveres in faith and hope.

Athens Lutheran Church ~ 710 Forrest Ave., Athens, TN 37303 Phone: 423-745-9419 www.athensluthernchurch.org

March Attendance:

Our Gifts to the Lord ~ February 2019
Offering this month:

$17,561.27

Expenses:

$14,109.25

Difference:

$3452.02
Includes Lent
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April Birthdays

Lois wants to remind you to
keep recycling… even your
old batteries. Thanks,
Keep up the good work!

2nd
5th
9th
10th
18th
26th
28th
29th

Alan Healey, Jerry Poats
Pastor & Judy Coulter
Samuel Peglow
Joanne Garner
Georgia O’Donnell
Sara Peglow, Kathy White
Diane Healey,
Chelsea Kanicsar
Rhonda Mark

Anniversaries

3rd - Bobby & Judy Kyker

Don’t forget to order your
Easter Lily by
Wednesday, April 17th.
Join Us for Our Annual Spring
Ladies Fellowship Luncheon
Sponsored by the
“Sisters of the Heart”
Sunday, May 5th
after the Traditional Service.

Sign up for your shared dish as we
have invited 2 other Ladies Groups
to join us this year.
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Janis’ Mission trip 2019

Monte Verde, Intibuca

1772 patients seen - Salvation: 282
Medical Brigade & ‘door to door’
Evangelism
Our team not only tended to the people’s health needs but provided so much more!
On a Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday we treated 1,772 patients, men, women and children...young and old.
At night we held revival services and children’s church. Evangelical friends donated 4 cases of Spanish Bibles and
360 tracts (“Beginning Steps”). 8,000 prescriptions were dispensed, ($6,000 meds purchased in country, $10,000 donated - 77,000 pills...aspirin that had to be counted and bagged, Tylenol and ibuprofen and $8,000 in humanitarian
pharmacy…. A $24,000 value.) We provided 115 reading glasses and 110 sunglasses. Also provided was 1,300 # of
beans and 1,300 # of rice. ALC Friends & Family donated 1/2 of this blessing of food. Thank you! These clients
also received tooth brushes, tooth paste, combs, toys for children, beads for the ladies and gloves for the men.
Everyone received candy. This was all donated!
Our Mission Team totaled 27 members….. 3 nurses (2 USA and one missionary), 2 MD’s
(1 Honduran and 1 USA) 5 Dentists (4 USA and 1 Honduran), 11 translators,
3 pharmacists and 5 ministers (2 USA / 2 Honduran and one youth minister).
Our Mission Compound staff consisted of: 3 dr iver s (Bus & 2 trucks), 3 Cooks (1 USA
and 1 Honduran) and 3 staff personnel (missionaries). ((Our ages were 14 to 76 years old.
Everyone can serve))
Special Donations Collected: For a 3 year old boy, Abner , for his cancer tr eatments in capitol city - $230 It’s
expensive! Feeding mission in San Ramo Alvin & kids - $270 (feeds 70 street kids after church each Sunday) ((It
cost $12-14,000 to put on a mission clinic and $250 to ship each pallet and $1000 for the translator, drivers and gas.
Personal expenses for the 27 people including airport expenses $55,000 and food $60,000)).
Requests for next year: In addition to the T-shirts, shoes, eye glasses and sun glasses and the money to buy rice &
beans… we will need clothes lines & pins and flash lights & batteries.
We had good travel - 6 hours (of which 2 hours were on dirt roads) to Monte Verde (Green Mountain), 4,700 feet
elevation. The nights were very cold and the days were mild. It rained only after the return to our compound on
Thursday! Only a few became ill, but nothing serious. Thank the Lord I didn’t become sick… I must have a cast
iron stomach. The best part of the trip was the last day we visited an orphanage for aids children (37) ‘Thow-a-way
kids” age 2 to 20 years old. By the Honduran culture they are considered ‘walking dead’, not worth any time or care.
But at the orphanage they are ‘Love & Alive”! We took toys, candy and God’s love
to share. It was the icing on the cake!! Sincerely, Janis Wenzel
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