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TOPIC: WHERE YOUR TREASURE IS, THERE YOUR HEART WILL BE ALSO.

Jesus is traveling through a crowd with His disciples (Luke 12:1). He is trying to teach His disciples not to fear physical death. What they should fear is Almighty God who can cast people into hell. If God knows the sparrows, He certainly knows His own people and will keep them eternally safe (Luke 12:4-7). We are worth so much more then many sparrows. Then He turns back to His disciples to talk about trusting God for their bare necessities (Luke 12: 8- 12).  

 He also told the Parable of the rich fool, explaining  that the security of earthly treasures does nothing for their eternal state. There is no justification for the rich fool retiring amongst his riches when he had not built a relationship with God (Luke 12:16-21).  
I. Don't worry about Food and Clothing (Luke 12:22-23)

Jesus point here is, life is more than food, and the body is more than clothes. Such a simple, but yet profound thought. So often we take for granted the routine of everyday 
survival. We make more of it than is necessary. The key phrase here is "don't worry" because who of you, by worrying, can add a single hour to his life (Luke 12:25).      
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
II. Consider the Ravens (Luke 12:24)

"Notice the ravens: They don't sow or reap, they have no storeroom or barn: yet God feeds them. And how much more valuable you are than birds!" The ravens don't have the advantage as the rich fool, but the ravens have a greater advantage- God! 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
III. The Weakness of Worrying (Luke 12: 25-26)

Worrying can't accomplish anything! Why do it? It takes us to much energy! 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
IV. Consider the Lilies (Luke 12:27-28)

Consider how the lilies or flowers grow, how beautiful they are and yet they don't provide for themselves nor dress themselves. Now if God will clothe the grass and flowers in the field, how much more will He clothe us?    

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
V. Your Father Knows You Need Them (Luke 12: 29-30)

Jesus says, "Your Father knows that you need them." The implication is that how could a good, loving and wealthy Father look on and allow his children not to have enough food and clothing? We don't have to convince our Father of our need. He knows it; He's aware of it. We don't have to bombard heaven's gates asking for it.

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
VI. Seeking After Food and Clothing (Luke 12: 29-30)

Jesus makes a note here that only "unbelievers" run after or seek after such things. God knows exactly what we need. So don't become "fixated" on what you eat, what you drink, or what to wear. But "fixate" on His Kingdom and all things will be given to you as well.   
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________

VII. Seek His Kingdom (Luke 12:31)

Instead of focusing on the struggle for everyday necessities, our minds and our hearts should be focused on seeking His kingdom and His glory. This does not mean that we should not get a job and earn a living just as everyone else does.   
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
VIII. Don't Fear, Little Flock (Luke 12:32a)

Jesus addresses His disciples as "little flock," which is  more like a term of endearment. Jesus tells them not to fear. With all of His heart, He cares for them and is sharing His life with them. Now, we are a part of that "little flock." We are seeking to walk with Him, listen to Him, to emulate Him, to absorb His thoughts and His attitude. When we worry or fear, we demonstrate unbelief, doubt, terror, anxiety, panic and it is all sin! We have to trust God! 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
IX. Good Pleasure to Give You the Kingdom (Luke 12:32b)

Wow! We struggle with bills and food and clothing, transportation, medication, jobs, family and the list goes on and on. Jesus is telling us that God is "pleased" to give us His Kingdom. He is not giving this to us grudgingly. It is His joy, His abundant pleasure to honor us with His Kingdom. But are we ready to receive it?  

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
X. Sell Your Possessions, Give to the Poor (Luke 12:33)

We are so focused on this world and ensuring ourselves a great life. For just one moment, can you see yourself as the Rich Fool? But when we COMPLETELY trust God, we no longer have to hold on to our possessions for dear life. We can look around and concern ourselves with others in need. Try giving away or selling some of your possessions and give to the poor. It may not make earthly sense, but it makes heavenly sense! 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
XI. Where Your Treasure Is, So is Your Heart (Luke 12:34)
Jesus has given His disciples something to think about. We should all take a look at where our treasure is. What takes up our time? What absorbs our attention? Are we robbing God in my tithes and offerings? Are we glorifying Him with our gifts and talents? Are we living our lives in such a manner that Christ is pleased with us? So where is our heart and is our treasure there as well?
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  
Prayer: 

Heavenly Father, Forgive me for living my life unaware of the impact that my actions have had on my relationship with You. Forgive me for not trusting completely in You.  Guide my heart and my mind so that my walk and ways in this life will prepare me for Your kingdom to come. In Jesus name, I pray. Amen.
