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MEMORANDUM

FROM:	Marie Alagia Cull 
RE: 	Legislative Weekly Report for week ending February 23, 2018

* * * * * * * * *
	The eighth week of the 2018 Legislative Session ended on Friday, February 23, 2018 – we’ve completed 36 days of the 60 day legislative session.  The last day for new House bills to be introduced is February 27, 2018 and the last day for Senate bills is Thursday, March 1, 2018.  The Legislature is scheduled to break for veto recess on Thursday, March 29, 2018 and reconvene on April 12, 2018 with an ending date of April 13, 2018.  
	
One of the special elections was held this past week and Democrat Linda Belcher defeated her Republican opponent Rebecca Johnson, widow of former Rep. Dan Johnson. Rep. Belcher will be sworn in on Tuesday, February 27th.  

Here is a good source for legislative coverage - http://mycn2.com/.  As always, additional information is on the LRC website at:  http://www.lrc.state.ky.us/home.htm   You can also always watch archived and live committee meetings and session activity on KET - https://www.ket.org/legislature/.

The following is a list of some bills of interest with activity – or anticipated activity. You can see the way a Senator or Representative voted by clicking on the web link and scrolling down to, and clicking on, “vote history.”  Additional bills and information are also on the tracker.  Please let me know if you need additional information for bills or if you want me to add bills to the tracker.  

HB 2/LM/HFA1/HFA2/HFA3 - A. Koenig, B. Rowland, M. Castlen, J. DeCesare, T. Herald, D. St. Onge, S. Wells, A. Wuchner.  AN ACT relating to workers' compensation.
http://www.lrc.ky.gov/record/18RS/HB2.htm.  
	This bill would revise the workers’ compensation laws.  Among other things, it establishes treatment guidelines, provides formulary guidelines to address the state’s opioid addiction crisis and limits the duration of payment for some medical claims with an opportunity to continue by application.  
	The bill passed favorably from the House committee. The bill passed the House 55-39 and has been received in the Senate.  It has not yet been assigned to a committee.  

	HB 5/HCS1 - D. Elliott, M. Meredith.  AN ACT regarding guardianship and conservatorship of partially disabled or disabled adults.
http://www.lrc.ky.gov/record/18RS/HB5.htm.  
	This bill clarifies that the Cabinet appointed as a guardian may act as a fiduciary and transact business accordingly.  The bill specifies that the Cabinet is not to be appointed as a limited guardian, guardian, limited conservator or conservator of a partially disabled or disabled person when the person has been found guilty of a sex crime or an offense that would classify the person as a violent offender or is not alive or cannot be physically located.  Prior to an appointment of the Cabinet, consideration is to be given to the average caseload of field social workers.  It further specifies that when appointed, the Cabinet is not to assume physical custody of the person, be assigned as a person’s caregiver or custodian or become personally liable for the person’s expenses or placement or to third parties for the person’s actions.  The Cabinet would be required, however, to procure resources and services for which the person is eligible when necessary and available. If a ward’s estate is less than $10,000.00, the guardian/conservator may act as administrator of the estate without further application, to ensure all outstanding bills related to living expenses, reasonable funeral expenses when not prepaid  and estate recovery are paid. Concerns continue to be expressed whether a jury trial is required for a determination of disability.  
The bill passed favorably from the Senate Health and Welfare committee on Tuesday, February 21, 2018 to the Consent Calendar.  It is currently in the Rules committee.  

	HB 10 - K. Imes, S. Wells, C. Morgan, J. Tipton, K. Upchurch.  AN ACT proposing to amend Section 29 of the Constitution of Kentucky relating to administrative regulations.  
http://www.lrc.ky.gov/record/18RS/HB10.htm.
	This bill is a constitutional amendment which would be placed on the ballot in November 2018.  It would give the General Assembly, or any of its agencies or committees, authority to review, approve or disapprove an administrative regulation during or between regular sessions of the General Assembly.  
	This bill passed the House 68-22. It was assigned to the State and Local Government committee on February 12th.   

	HB 11/HCS1/HFA1/HFA2 - J. Shell.  AN ACT relating to power of attorney.
http://www.lrc.ky.gov/record/18RS/HB11.htm.
	This bill amends/rewrites the statutes governing powers of attorney.  It generally adopts the Uniform Power of Attorney law which is currently in place in 25 states.  Among the changes are that a power of attorney is durable unless otherwise expressly provided in the document.  It is able to include the power to make health care decisions unless the document otherwise provides.  The bill amends KRS 367.93103 governing final disposition declarations by stating that if a declaration is included in a will, a power of attorney or a similar document it shall not invalidate the power of attorney but the declaration for final disposition is not enforceable.  
	This bill passed the House 94-0.  It was assigned to the Senate Judiciary committee on February 16th.    

	HB 50 - J. Nemes.  AN ACT relating to occupational licensing regulations.
http://www.lrc.ky.gov/record/18RS/HB50.htm. 
	This bill would establish the parameters for an agency establishing new occupational licensing regulations, a recurring 5 year review of all occupational licensing regulations and the required repeal of regulations which do not meet identified criteria.  An individual would also have the right to petition an agency to repeal or modify a regulation and establishes the parameters within which that must be addressed.  An appeal to circuit court would be permitted.  
 The purpose of the bill is to eliminate occupational licensing regulations that are not necessary to protect the public.  Rep. Nemes said similar bills have been passed in other states.  He believes that licensing laws increase the cost of doing business and adversely impact low wage earners, as well as veterans.  Kentucky is one of several states chosen to work with NCSL and/or CSG to review the necessity of licensing and certification laws.  
This bill has been posted for hearing and may be heard on Thursday, March 1st.   

	HB 55/HFA1/HFA2/HFA3-J. Tipton, D. Bentley, A. Gentry, M. Prunty, J. Richards, J. Sims Jr, R. Webber.  AN ACT relating to drug education. 
http://www.lrc.ky.gov/record/18RS/HB55.htm. 
	This bill would require the Kentucky Board of Education to promulgate regulations to require physical and health education instruction in drug abuse prevention and the connection between abuse and addiction to other drugs as well as require the Office of Drug Control Policy to develop recommendations for that instruction.  The bill would also apply to charter schools.
	This bill passed the House 91-0.  It was assigned to the Senate Education committee on February 2nd. 

	HB 64 - S. Lee, T. Moore, R. Benvenuti III, J. DuPlessis, DJ Johnson, M. Prunty, B. Reed.  AN ACT relating to traumatic brain injury treatment for veterans.
http://www.lrc.ky.gov/record/18RS/HB64.htm. 
	This bill would permit eligible veterans to use hyperbaric oxygen treatment for the treatment of traumatic brain injury, enable health care providers to provide that treatment and clarify the duties of health care insurers regarding coverage. 
 The bill passed favorably from the Senate Health and Welfare committee to the Consent Calendar.  It has been in the Senate Rules committee since February 22nd.    

	HB 69/HCS1/HFA1 - K. Fleming, M. Prunty.  AN ACT relating to service delivery improvements in managed care networks.  http://www.lrc.ky.gov/record/18RS/HB69.htm. 
	This bill would, among other things, require the Medicaid Managed Care Organizations to use a single credentialing verification organization approved by DMS, use a single application and place time limits within which actions are required to be taken.  In addition, it provides clarification to the internal appeals process and establishes grievances and appeals timelines. 
	This bill passed the House 94-0 on February 22, 2018.  It has been received in the Senate but not yet assigned to a committee.   

	HB 110/CI/LM/HCS1/CI/LM - J. DuPlessis, B. Reed.  AN ACT relating to the exploitation of adults.  http://www.lrc.ky.gov/record/18RS/HB110.htm. 
	This bill would add to the definition of “exploitation,” obtaining or using controlled substance prescribed to a vulnerable adult or member of the adult’s household and make it a Class C felony.
	This bill passed favorably from the House Judiciary committee on Wednesday, February 14, 2018 after being amended to tighten up some of the language.  After its second reading, it was recommitted to the Appropriations and Revenue committee on February 15, 2018.

	HB 124/HCS1/FN/HFA1/HFA2 - A. Wuchner, K. Moser.  AN ACT relating to enhanced standards and criteria for substance use disorder treatment and recovery services and programs and declaring an emergency.  http://www.lrc.ky.gov/record/18RS/HB124.htm. 
	This bill would create a new section of KRS Chapter 222, governing Kentucky alcohol and other drug abuse prevention, intervention and treatment laws, to require CHFS to conduct a comprehensive review of all current state licensure and quality standards for Substance Use Disorder (“SUD”) treatment and recovery services and programs.  Based on the review, CHFS would develop enhanced licensure and quality standards for SUD treatment and recovery that include, but are not limited to, residential, outpatient and medication-assisted treatment services.  The enhanced standards would include, at a minimum, a set of comprehensive quality standards and criteria for SUD treatment and recovery services and programs based on nationally recognized and evidence-based standards; standardized, nationally recognized outcomes measures for SUD treatment programs; a process for collection and review of the results; and conditions necessary for reimbursement with state funds for providing SUD treatment and recovery services and programs.  CHFS would promulgate regulations implementing enhanced licensure and quality standards, including application fees for licenses which are not to exceed the direct and actual cost incurred by the Cabinet to perform the SUD licensure program by January 1, 2019.  
This bill passed the House 85-2.  It was assigned to the Senate Health and Welfare committee on February 1st.   
	
	HB 147/FN/HFA1/HFA2/HFA3 - M. Hart, P. Pratt, D. Bentley, J. Carney, J. Greer, M. Prunty, B. Reed, S. Riley.  AN ACT relating to seizure disorders in schools.
http://www.lrc.ky.gov/record/18RS/HB147.htm. 
	This bill would require schools to develop a seizure action plan to address the health care needs of a student diagnosed with a seizure disorder.  Training would be required for the assigned individual for instruction in administering seizure medications, as well as recognition of the signs and symptoms of seizures and how to appropriately respond.  Training would be consistent with guidelines developed by the Epilepsy Foundation of America.  The parent or guardian of each student diagnosed with a seizure disorder is to collaborate with school personnel to create the seizure action plan.  The Kentucky Board of Education would promulgate administrative regulations establishing the procedures for the development of and the content of seizure action plans.  A minimum of 1 hour of self-study, review of seizure disorder materials would be required for all principals, guidance counselors and teachers every school year.  
This bill passed favorably from the House Education committee on Tuesday, January 23, 2018 and was recommitted to that same committee on January 25, 2018.  Two Floor Amendments were filed that would require public charter schools to provide the same education regarding seizures.    
HB 148/HCS1/HCA1 - A. Wuchner, K. Moser, R. Palumbo.  AN ACT relating to prescription medications in hospice programs.  AN ACT relating to the disposal of controlled substances during end of life care.  http://www.lrc.ky.gov/record/18RS/HB148.htm.  
	This bill, as originally filed, would shift ownership of controlled substances from a deceased hospice patient to the hospice program so the hospice program can dispose of the controlled substances.  
This bill passed favorably from the House Health and Family Services committee after being amended to require a provider to have written policies and procedures for the deactivation or sequestration and disposal of Schedule II - V controlled substances when a prescription is discontinued or upon the patient’s death.  The patient or the patient’s legal representative would be requested to sign an agreement, and if refused, the Department for Public Health would be notified.  The deactivation or sequestration and disposal methods used by the entity or person pronouncing death are to comply with the U.S. FDA recommendations.  
This bill passed the House 94-0 on February 6, 2018.  It was referred to the Senate Health and Welfare committee on February 8, 2018.

	HB 166/CI/LM - J. Sims Jr, G. Brown Jr, T. Burch, M. Cantrell, J. Donohue, K. Flood, A. Gentry, J. Gooch Jr., D. Graham, J. Greer, C. Harris, A. Hatton, T. Herald, J. Jenkins, M. Marzian, R. Nelson, R. Palumbo, R. Rand, A. Scott, S. Wells, S. Westrom.  AN ACT relating to medical cannabis and making an appropriation therefor.  http://www.lrc.ky.gov/record/18RS/HB166.htm.  
	This bill would address the use of cannabis for medical conditions.  
	This bill has been posted for hearing in the House Judiciary committee and could be heard at its meeting on Wednesday, February 28, 2018.  

	HB 167/HCS1 - M. Dossett, L. Bechler, G. Brown Jr, K. King.  AN ACT relating to abandoned infants.  http://www.lrc.ky.gov/record/18RS/HB167.htm. 
	The bill, as amended, would provide that a staffed police station, fire station, hospital or participating place of worship may post a sign identifying that place as a safe and legal location to surrender a newborn infant less than 30 days old.  
	This bill passed the House 89-0 on January 29, 2018.  It was referred to the Senate Health and Welfare committee on January 31, 2018.  

	HB 190/FN - D. Hale.  AN ACT relating to district health departments.
http://www.lrc.ky.gov/record/18RS/HB190.htm. 
	This bill requires each county to bear the responsibility of maintaining and operating a district health department through dollars contributed to the district’s operation in amounts determined by the district health department board and approved by the Cabinet or, as is now the case, in proportion to the amount of the taxable property in each county in amounts determined by the Cabinet.  
This bill is the same as HB 372 from the 2017 Legislative Session.  The bill, as amended, and in the form filed this year, passed the House 92-0 and was assigned to the Senate State and Local Government committee where it never received a vote. 
This bill passed the House 87-0 on February 2, 2018.  It was referred to the Senate Appropriations and Revenue committee on February 6, 2018.   

	HB 200 - S. Rudy.  AN ACT relating to appropriations and revenue measures providing financing and conditions for the operations, maintenance, support, and functioning of the government of the Commonwealth of Kentucky and its various officers, cabinets, departments, boards, commissions, institutions, subdivisions, agencies, and other state-supported activities.
http://www.lrc.ky.gov/record/18RS/HB200.htm. 
	This bill is the Executive Branch budget bill.  It has been assigned to the House Appropriations and Revenue committee.  The budget review subcommittee on human resources heard testimony from CHFS officials this week on budget issues.  Those presentations are attached.
The House expects to pass the budget to the Senate before March 1.  The bill was given its first reading on February 16, 2018 and posted for consideration on February 22, 2018 indicating a vote on the bill could be this week.  Rep. Webber, Chairperson of the A&R subcommittee on Human Resources said that he intends to take public comment on the budget at a committee meeting in the coming week.   

	HB 213 - D. Bentley, R. Benvenuti III, G. Brown Jr, D. Elliott, K. King, K. Moser.  AN ACT relating to data-sharing of prescription drug monitoring information.
http://www.lrc.ky.gov/record/18RS/HB213.htm. 
This bill would provide authority for KASPER data-sharing agreements with other jurisdictions and organizations administering the exchange of interstate data on behalf of prescription monitoring programs.  The bill is necessary to broaden the authority of Kentucky to communicate with jurisdictions other than states, such as the District of Columbia, various jurisdictions within the State of Missouri and Native American populations.  
This bill passed the House 89-0.  It was referred to the Senate Health and Welfare committee on January 31st.  

HB 218/HM - B. Rowland, J. Greer, W. Stone.  AN ACT relating to insurance coverage for autism benefits.  http://www.lrc.ky.gov/record/18RS/HB218.htm. 
	This bill would remove the dollar amount coverage cap and the age limitation on autism coverage and require coverage by all health benefit plans.
	The health mandate states that the bill is not expected to materially increase the administrative expenses of insurers but that it will increase premiums approximately $.50 to $.95 per member per month or an increase of 1% to 2%, $2.8 million to $5.3 million for all fully insured policies in Kentucky, thereby increasing the total cost of health care in Kentucky.  
	This bill passed the House on Friday, February 23, 2018 – 82-0-1   

	HB 246/HCS1 - D. Bentley, A. Wuchner, K. Moser, M. Prunty.  AN ACT relating to medication-assisted therapy in community pharmacies. 
http://www.lrc.ky.gov/record/18RS/HB246.htm. 
	This bill would establish a pilot program to analyze the outcomes and effectiveness of a community pharmacy care delivery model for medication-assisted therapy using noncontrolled medications for the treatment of substance abuse.  The purpose would be to ensure that the Commonwealth is using approaches that have been shown to be effective, intervening early in important stages in transitions and in appropriate settings and domains.  The pilot program would become effective as funds become available to initiate the pilot program, although it appears the funding source will be some KORE funds from SAMHSA. 
	The program components would use a community pharmacy care delivery model for MAT for the treatment of substance abuse, include wrap-around services that engage psychological and social support for the patient and establish collaborative relationships among detention facilities, drug courts, community pharmacists and practitioners who provide psychosocial interventions to evaluate individuals’ eligibility for participation in a community pharmacy care delivery model for MAT.  The fee would be 85% of the physician fee schedule for those medical services to be paid to participating community pharmacists.  Prior authorizations would not be required nor could a pharmacy or pharmacist participate in the project be barred and excluded or have other conditions required by the Medicaid MCOs or PBMs.  A report would be generated by December 31, 2019 detailing the findings of the program.  
	This bill passed favorably from the House Health and Family Services committee to the Consent Calendar on February 23, 2018.  It is currently in the Rules committee.  

	HB 280/FN - S. Wells, R. Mills, W. Thomas.  AN ACT relating to drug treatment and prevention and making an appropriation therefor.
http://www.lrc.ky.gov/record/18RS/HB280.htm.  
This bill would establish the Kentucky Addiction Prevention, Recovery and Enforcement Fund, establish membership and direct all revenues from the Commonwealth related to the drug epidemic to the Fund.  
	This is the same as HB 219.  http://www.lrc.ky.gov/record/18RS/HB219.htm. 
	This bill has been assigned to the House Appropriations and Revenue committee.   

	HB 302 - D. Bentley.  AN ACT relating to reorganization.
http://www.lrc.ky.gov/record/18RS/HB302.htm. 
	This bill would codify Governor Bevin’s Executive Order creating the Professional Licensing Legal Division and the Office of Administrative Hearings in the Public Protection Cabinet.  It is part of the Governor’s realignment of the professional licensing Boards within the Public Protection Cabinet.  
	This bill passed on the Consent Orders Friday, February 23, 2018.  It will be received in the Senate on Monday, February 25th. 

HB 319 - T. Moore.  AN ACT relating to occupational licenses for United States military and veterans.  http://www.lrc.ky.gov/record/18RS/HB319.htm. 
	This bill would create a new section of Chapter 12 governing administrative bodies to require every administrative body issuing a license, permit or certificate to operate within a business profession or other occupation to issue a license, permit, certificate or other document to a U.S. military service member or veteran who holds an equivalent license, permit or document.  
	This bill was posted for consideration in the House Veterans, Military Affairs and Public Protection committee on February 20, 2018.  

	HB 327 - R. Webber.  AN ACT relating to statutorily mandated fees.	
http://www.lrc.ky.gov/record/18RS/HB327.htm. 
	This bill amends various statutes that set fees for the Cabinet for Health and Family Services to move fees to administrative regulations and require that the fees not exceed the actual cost to the Cabinet.  
	This bill passed favorably from the House Health and Family Services committee and is posted for passage in the Regular Orders of the Day on February 26th.  

	HB 363 - R. Huff, J. Shell.  AN ACT relating to public assistance reform.
http://www.lrc.ky.gov/record/18RS/HB363.htm.  
	This bill would enable an enrollment for benefit tracking agency associated with the Medicaid for food stamps program to receive and review information from various state agencies including the lottery corporation, Department for Vital Statistics, Division of Unemployment Insurance, and others to determine whether indications exists as to a change in circumstances that could affect eligibility.  
	This bill was referred to the House Health and Family Services committee on February 15th.  

	HB 364 - A. Wuchner, S. Westrom, D. Bentley, J. Jenkins, K. King, M. Marzian, D. Mayfield, S. Overly, M. Prunty, J. Richards.  AN ACT relating to screening for hepatitis C.
http://www.lrc.ky.gov/record/18RS/HB364.htm. 	
	This bill would require all pregnant women to be tested for Hepatitis C and recommend testing for children born from a woman with a positive Hepatitis C test result.  
	The bill passed favorably from the Health and Family Services committee to the Consent Calendar on February 23, 2018.  The bill is currently in the Rules committee. 

	HB 398 - M. Prunty, S. Riggs.  AN ACT relating to physical therapist licensure and declaring an emergency.  http://www.lrc.ky.gov/record/18RS/HB398.htm.  
	This bill makes some necessary changes to the bill enacted last year and makes the applicant criminal background checks consistent with state and federal laws.  
	This bill was posted in the House Licensing, Occupations and Administrative Regulations committee on February 23, 2018.  
	
	HB 423 - A. Wuchner, K. Moser, D. Bentley.  AN ACT relating to the Family in Recovery Empowerment Public and Private Partnership Grant Program and making an appropriation therefor.  http://www.lrc.ky.gov/record/18RS/HB423.htm. 
	This bill would require the Office of Drug Control Policy to establish and administer the Family in Recovery Empowerment Public and Private Partnership Grant Program to provide substance use treatment and recovery services for mothers and their children. 
	This bill was assigned to the House Health and Family Services committee on February 23, 2018.  

	HB 427 - A. Wuchner, K. Moser.  AN ACT relating to nurses.
http://www.lrc.ky.gov/record/18RS/HB427.htm. 
	This bill would update the Nurse Practice Act. 
	This bill was assigned to the Health and Family Services committee on February 23, 2018.

	HB 428 - K. Moser, A. Wuchner, J. Gooch Jr., J. Nemes, D. St. Onge.  AN ACT relating to opioid overdose.  http://www.lrc.ky.gov/record/18RS/HB428.htm. 
	This bill would provide for an opioid assessment detention at an appropriate medical facility when a person has had an opioid overdose and been treated with naloxone or another opioid overdose intervention drug.  
	This bill was assigned to the House Health and Family Services committee on February 23, 2018.  

	HB 444 - R. Benvenuti III.  AN ACT relating to health facilities and services.
http://www.lrc.ky.gov/record/18RS/HB444.htm. 
	This bill would make quite a few changes to the certificate of need law.  In addition to updating terminology and reconciling the statutes with decisions and practice, it provides commonly owned hospitals the opportunity to move beds and services within the same area development district as long as new services aren’t added.  
	This bill was introduced in the House on February 22, 2018 but has not been assigned to a committee.  

	HB 445 - R. Webber.  AN ACT relating to the prescriptive authority of advanced practice registered nurses.  http://www.lrc.ky.gov/record/18RS/HB445.htm. 
	This bill would amend the statutes to enable an APRN to enter into a collaborative agreement with a physician for 4 years to prescribe controlled substance after which a collaborative agreement would not be necessary.  The APRN Council would have the responsibility to make recommendations to the KBN regarding limitations on prescriptions for controlled substances written by APRNs and to review the CE requirements therefor.  
	The bill is similar to SB 89. 
	This bill was introduced in the House on February 22, 2018 but has not been assigned to a committee.  

	HB 460 - M. Meredith, J. York.  AN ACT relating to community mental health center regional service areas.  http://www.lrc.ky.gov/record/18RS/HB460.htm. 
	This bill would enable the 15 community mental health centers to be administered by multiple regional service areas.  
	This bill was introduced in the House on February 23, 2018 but has not been assigned to a committee.  

HB 463 - M. Meredith.  AN ACT relating to pharmacy benefits.
http://www.lrc.ky.gov/record/18RS/HB463.htm. 
	This bill would prohibit an insurer from requiring an insured to pay a cost sharing amount greater than the amount the insured would pay for the drug if the drug were purchased independently of the health benefit plan.  A pharmacy could not be prohibited from discussing information regarding the price of the drug or penalized for that.  
	This bill was introduced in the House on February 23, 2018 and has not yet been assigned to a committee.  

	HCR 34/HCS1 - D. Bentley, J. Greer, M. Hart, A. Koenig, K. Moser, M. Prunty, S. Westrom, A. Wuchner, J. York.  Urge federal policymakers to incorporate standards for safety and efficacy in the use of medical marijuana.  http://www.lrc.ky.gov/record/18RS/HCR34.htm. 
	This resolution passed the House 73-5 and has been assigned to the Senate Health and Welfare committee. 

	HJR 33 - D. Elliott.  http://www.lrc.ky.gov/record/18RS/HJR33.htm.  
	This resolution would enable the Cabinet for Health and Family Services and the Administrative Office of the Courts to draw down funds from the American Bar Association to establish a WINGS program to examine adult guardianship.  WINGS stands for the Working Interdisciplinary Networks of Guardianship Stakeholders.  
	This bill passed the House 87-0.  It has been assigned to the Senate Judiciary committee.
  
 	SB 2/SCS1 - R. Alvarado, D. Carroll, R. Girdler, P. Hornback, S. Meredith, D. Seum, D. Thayer, M. Wilson.  AN ACT proposing an amendment to Section 54 of the Constitution of Kentucky.  http://www.lrc.ky.gov/record/18RS/SB2.htm. 
This bill would amend the Constitution of Kentucky to enable the General Assembly to limit the amount of economic damages to be recovered for injuries resulting in death, injuries to person or property and provide a uniform statute of limitations therefore.  Kentucky’s current Constitution states that the General Assembly “shall have no power to limit the amount to be recovered for injuries resulting in death.”  References have been made to this applying only to punitive damages, but the language is not that specific.  
This bill passed favorably from the Senate State and Local Government committee after being amended to limit recovery for economic damages only.  The bill passed out of the committee mostly along party lines except that Wil Schroder (R) voted against the bill.  
This bill remains has been in the Orders of the Day since February 13, 2018.  

	SB 5/FN/SCS1/SFA1 - M. Wise, R. Alvarado, J. Bowen, D. Carroll, C. Embry Jr., R. Girdler, P. Hornback, S. Meredith, R. Thomas, S. West, M. Wilson.  AN ACT relating to pharmacy benefits in the Medicaid program.  http://www.lrc.ky.gov/record/18RS/SB5.htm.
	This bill would require the Department for Medicaid Services to directly administer all outpatient pharmacy benefits and amend the Medicaid Managed Care contracts accordingly.  It would also require DMS to establish a reasonable dispensing fee using CMS guidelines.  The bill has an effective date of January 1, 2019.  
This bill was heard in the Senate Health and Welfare committee on Wednesday, January 24, 2018 but no vote was taken. The committee, Cabinet and stakeholders continue to work on a resolution that could give independent community pharmacies additional revenue and protect participating hospitals’ 340b benefits. Sen. Wise, and others, expressed their frustration over their inability to determine how much money the PBMs and MCOs were making off of the pharmacy benefit at the expense of the independent pharmacies.  Because the MCOs contract with the PBMS, the PBM contracts are not “transparent” or otherwise subject to the 90% MLR of the MCOs. Commissioner Steve Miller explained that the Cabinet contracts with the MCOs and doesn’t go further.  Through a series of extrapolations, it was estimated that approximately $1.68 billion is spent on 25 million prescription drugs per year.  If the average price per drug is $67.20 and the pharmacies get $36 - $42 per drug, where does the other $25.20/$600 million go? 
	The Cabinet estimates an annual cost of approximately $36 million per year.  The bill passed favorably from the Senate Health and Welfare committee after being amended to include some transparency language.  The bill is currently in the Senate Rules committee.  A Floor Amendment has been filed that would remove the provision that required the PBMs to disclose agreements with the pharmaceutical manufacturers.  

	SB 7/SCS1/SCA1 - J. Adams, C. Embry Jr., D. Harper Angel, D. Parrett.  AN ACT establishing the Kentucky Rare Disease Advisory Council and making an appropriation therefor.  AN ACT relating to advisory entities in the Cabinet for Health and Family Services in making an appropriation therefor.  http://www.lrc.ky.gov/record/18RS/SB7.htm. 
	This bill would establish the Kentucky Rare Disease Advisory Council and make an appropriation therefor.  It lists the members to be appointed by the Governor, explains the duties of the Council, requires a report and creates a Rare Disease Trust Fund to be administered by CHFS to finance the operation of the Council and support rare disease research and treatment.  
This bill passed the Senate 32-0 after being amended to add language that deletes outdated references to entities no longer in existence, delete requirements for mandatory reporting of certain activities unless requested from the Commission for Children with Special Health Care Needs, and repeals the Public Health Services Advisory Council, the Perinatal Advisory committee and an advisory committee on the implementation of the Kentucky Birth Surveillance Registry.  
This bill was assigned to the House Health and Family Services committee on January 18th.   

SB 20/SFA1/SFA2 - R. Alvarado, S. Meredith.  AN ACT relating to health care providers.
http://www.lrc.ky.gov/record/18RS/SB20.htm. 
	SB 20 is an omnibus tort reform bill that amends the medical review panel statute to require the filing of an affidavit of merit with a medical malpractice action, amend the statute regulating fees charged by a health care provider to provide a copy of medical records and to limit claimants’ attorney’s fees in a medical malpractice claim against a health care provider.  In addition, the bill would amend the Kentucky Rules of Evidence to prohibit the introduction of expressions of sympathy, compassion, commiseration or a general sense of benevolence in medical malpractice actions.  The bill also includes the provisions of HB 4 and SB 49 relating to peer review protections.  
	This bill passed favorably from the Senate Health and Welfare committee on Wednesday, February 7, 2018.  Two Floor Amendments have been filed, one of which would delete the provisions of HB 4 and SB 49 relating to peer review protections since HB 4 is currently in the Senate and provide an exemption from medical record copying fees for pro bono and social security disability cases.  A third Floor Amendment was filed to limit attorney’s fees to 33% for a recovered sum.  
The bill has been in the Senate Rules committee since February 8, 2018.

SB 94 - W. Westerfield.  AN ACT relating to the electronic system for monitoring scheduled drug prescriptions.  http://www.lrc.ky.gov/record/18RS/SB94.htm. 
	This bill would permit an employer of a practitioner, pharmacist or other prescribing provider or a person authorized to administer or dispense controlled substances to request data from CHFS as part of a bonafide specific investigation of prescribing or dispensing practices.
	This bill was assigned to a Senate Health and Welfare committee on January 22nd.    

	SB 96/SCS1 - A. Kerr.  AN ACT relating to operations within the Cabinet for Health and Family Services.  http://www.lrc.ky.gov/record/18RS/SB96.htm. 
	This bill is, generally speaking, a reorganization and red tape reduction/streamlining bill.  	This bill passed favorably from the Senate Health and Welfare committee after being amended to add back in the Technical Advisory Committee on Client Needs and remove the repeal of KRS 218A.170 Sale, distribution, administration, or prescription of controlled substances by licensed manufacturers, distributors, wholesalers, pharmacists, or practitioners.  
	This bill passed the Senate 36-1. It was referred to the House Health and Family Services committee on February 9th.  

	SB 108 - A. Kerr.  AN ACT relating to child support enforcement of health care coverage.
http://www.lrc.ky.gov/record/18RS/SB108.htm. 
	This bill would update the definition of health care coverage as it relates to child support enforcement procedures to comply with changes in federal law.
	This bill passed favorably from the Senate Judiciary committee to the Consent Calendar.  It is currently in the Senate Rules committee.  

	SB 112/HM/SCS1/SFA1/SFA2/SFA3 - R. Alvarado, M. Wilson.  AN ACT relating to telehealth.  http://www.lrc.ky.gov/record/18RS/SB112.htm. 
	This bill would revise the laws governing telehealth services within the Commonwealth.  It would require the Cabinet to provide oversight, guidance and direction to Medicaid providers.  It purports to provide parity among in-person and telehealth users.  Included in the definition of telehealth are face-to-face encounters using real time interactive audio and video technology, store and forward services provided via asynchronous technologies but does not include the delivery of services through email, text, chat, fax or standard-only telephone call.   
This bill is the same as HB 12.  http://www.lrc.ky.gov/record/18RS/HB12.htm.  
The bill passed favorably from the Senate Health and Welfare committee and is currently in the Senate Rules committee.  Two Floor Amendments have been filed to clarify certain provisions.  A third Amendment was filed to close a loophole that could have enabled out of state providers to meet the requirements for abortion counseling.  The bill is currently posted for passage in the Regular Orders of the Day for Tuesday, February 27, 2018.  
	 
	SB 132/SCS1 - J. Adams.  AN ACT relating to reorganization.
http://www.lrc.ky.gov/record/18RS/SB132.htm. 
	This bill would confirm the Governor’s Executive Order reorganizing various agencies within the Cabinet for Health and Family Services and the Department of Insurance.  
	This bill passed the Senate 35-0 and was received in the House on February 22, 2018.  It has not yet been assigned to a committee.   
[bookmark: _GoBack]
	SB 143/HM - R. Alvarado.  AN ACT relating to prior authorization.
http://www.lrc.ky.gov/record/18RS/SB143.htm. 
	This bill addresses prior authorization for a number of items.  One would require a health benefit plan to develop a process for electronically requesting and transmitting prior authorization for a drug and provide a prior authorization for a person with ongoing medication therapy for 1 year or until the last day of coverage under the health benefit plan in a single plan year.  The bill would also require a health benefit plan to pay for prehospital emergency medical transportation, screening and stabilization services provided by an emergency department or prehospital emergency medical transportation.  The insurer would be prohibited from applying restrictions on coverage for a nonparticipating provider that are greater than those applied to a participating provider or requiring concurrent or retrospective review.  If an insurer requires prior authorization for post hospitalization services that prior authorization would be required within 60 minutes after receiving the request and, if not addressed, would be deemed approved.  Medicaid would be required to comply with the provisions of the bill. 
	The bill was referred to the Senate Banking and Insurance committee on February 14th.  
	
	SB 149 - J. Adams, R. Alvarado, D. Givens.  AN ACT relating to patient quality of life.
http://www.lrc.ky.gov/record/18RS/SB149.htm. 
	This bill would establish the Palliative Care and Quality of Life Interdisciplinary Advisory Council within CHFS and, among other things, require all health facilities to establish systems for identifying patients or residents who could benefit from palliative care.  The Cabinet could also require action plans and impose fines for violations.  This is the same as SB 58 filed by Rep. Reginald Meeks.
	This bill is the same as HB 58 introduced in 2017.  It passed the Senate and while it had 2 readings in the House, it never came to a vote.  No fiscal note was attached to SB 108 in 2017.  So far, no fiscal note has been attached to HB 58.  
	This bill has been referred to the Senate Health and Welfare committee.  

	SB 153 - R. Alvarado.  AN ACT relating to the Interstate Medical Licensure Compact.
http://www.lrc.ky.gov/record/18RS/SB153.htm. 
	This bill would establish the interstate medical licensure compact.  Among other things, it recognizes a multistate licensure privilege to practice for physicians.  
	The bill was assigned to the Licensing, Occupations and Administrative Regulations committee on February 16th.   

	SB 154 - R. Alvarado.  AN ACT relating to health care transparency.
http://www.lrc.ky.gov/record/18RS/SB154.htm. 
	This bill amends the commercial insurance code and the Medicaid statutes to include a definition for emergency medical condition and health care service to include a health care procedure, treatment or service, pharmaceutical product and durable medical equipment.  The bill provides an opportunity for a health benefit plan to develop and implement a program providing incentives for its insureds who receive a “comparable health service” which is defined as a covered nonemergency health service provided by a participating provider that is less than the average allowed amount paid for a health care services.  Additional provisions define that in stricter terms.  In addition a new chapter of the Consumer Protection Law would be created that would, among other things, require nonparticipating providers to disclose the fees for proposed nonemergency health care services including facility fees.  Health care providers would be required to post information visible to patients about services offered, those providing services and assistance in determining payment.  
	This bill was assigned to the Senate Banking and Insurance committee on February 16th. 

	SB 163 - R. Alvarado, D. Carroll.  AN ACT relating to early periodic screening, diagnostic and treatment benefits provided to all Medicaid members in a licensed prescribed pediatric extended care facility.  http://www.lrc.ky.gov/record/18RS/SB163.htm. 
	This bill would carve out prescribed pediatric extended care from the Medicaid Managed Care program.
	The bill has was assigned to the Senate Health and Welfare committee on February 20, 2018.

	SB 170 - J. Higdon.  AN ACT relating to Lyme disease. 
http://www.lrc.ky.gov/record/18RS/SB170.htm.  
	This bill would require health care providers to provide information regarding Lyme disease with detailed results of the test and written information on the effectiveness of the test.  This bill was assigned to the Senate Health and Welfare committee on February 21, 2018.  
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