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A Chesapeake Bay Reminder

“There is but one entrance by sea into 

this country, and that is at the mouth of 

a very goodly bay … Within is a country 

that may have the prerogative over the 

most pleasant places known, for large 

and pleasant navigable rivers, heaven 

and earth never agreed better to frame 

a place for man’s habitation …”

“… the fish were so thicke, we 

attempted to catch them with frying 

pans.”

Oysters “lay as thick as stones.”

Captain John Smith
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Report Card: Pollution



Photo by Katherine Lloyd

Chesapeake Bay TMDL & WIPs: 
Clean Water Blueprint 2010-2025

• Goal:  Reduce N, P, S in Bay waterways to achieve WQS

• Time frame: 15 years to 2025

• Reasonable Assurances: States’ WIPs 2010, 2012, 2018

• Accountability: 2 year Milestones, evaluate performance,  

2017 Midpoint Assessment: Changes (e.g., Model 6.0)

• Adaptive Management: Programs (fix, accelerate, etc.) 

• EPA Backstops



• Chesapeake Bay Preservation Act, erosion & sediment rules

• Wastewater treatment upgrades 

• WQIF & local match

• Watershed general permit for significant dischargers 

• Nutrient & sediment trading 

• P-ban for labelled lawn maintenance fertilizer

• Agriculture

• Virginia Agricultural Cost Share (VACS) Program 

• Resource management plan (ag certainty) program

• Stormwater Management

• Municipal separate storm sewer system program

• VSMP programs

• Stormwater Local Assistance Fund (SLAF), utility programs 

Important Blueprint-related 
programs in Virginia
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VA’s 2017 progress 
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The Bay’s summer dead zone is decreasing in size

UMCES IAN. 

http://ian.umces.ed

u/

Signs of progress

Testa et al., 2017.
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Signs of progress

2016: Record Water Clarity observed in some 

locations that had not been seen in decades 
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Report Card: Habitat
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More New Tools – 10 Million Trees
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Submerged Aquatic Vegetation (SAV) 
is recovering across the Bay

CBPO. 

http://www.chesapeakeprogress.com/
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Report Card: Fisheries
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10 Billion Oysters   



Blue crab abundance is improving

CBPO. 

http://www.chesapeakeprogress.com/
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State of the Bay Timeline



Thank you!!!


