LIVING FAITH
EIGHTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
FEBRUARY 27, 2022
THE GOSPEL FOR TODAY: Lk 6:39-45

Jesus also told them a parable: “Can a blind person guide a blind person? Will not both fall into a
pit? A disciple is not above the teacher, but everyone who is fully qualified will be like the
teacher. Why do you see the speck in your neighbour’s eye, but do not notice the log in your own
eye? Or how can you say to your neighbour, “Friend, let me take out the speck in your eye”, when
you yourself do not see the log in your own eye? You hypocrite, first take the log out of your own eye,
and then you will see clearly to take the speck out of your neighbour’s eye.
‘No good tree bears bad fruit, nor again does a bad tree bear good fruit; for each tree is known by its
own fruit. Figs are not gathered from thorns, nor are grapes picked from a bramble bush. The good
person out of the good treasure of the heart produces good, and the evil person out of evil treasure
produces evil; for it is out of the abundance of the heart that the mouth speaks.”

REFLECTING ON THE GOSPEL

Have you ever met someone who never questioned themselves? Or someone who was convinced
that they were always right? In some circles, such as election campaigns, people who are candidates
and never question themselves are touted as strong candidates; no one running for office ever wants
to be accused of ‘flip-flopping’ on a position! While that may help make for a successful political
campaign, it also reveals that in society we place a high value on self-assurance and the selfconfidence, but to what extent? Those are good qualities to be sure, but if we do not allow for the
potential to grow and learn through healthy self-doubt and self- questioning, are we not missing an
important part of how we grow in wisdom? If we are honest with ourselves, there are multiple
experiences in life that teach us that we do not always know what is best – we make mistakes in our
decisions and opinions; our judgements can be fraught with problems and prove harmful to others.
Furthermore, it is difficult if not impossible, for one person to understand every angle and nuance of
an issue. Hence, we are always in need of growth in wisdom, knowledge and grace, as it says in
scripture.
In today’s Gospel, Jesus challenges the disciples to see the log in their own eye before they judge the
speck in their neighbour’s eye. Then he goes on to criticize those who first do not see their own
growing edges and shortcomings (i.e. the log), focussing only on those same things (i.e. the speck) in
others. There are many ways to understand this Gospel, but one way, is to understand Jesus calling
for a healthy humility on everyone’s part. What is healthy humility? It is being aware of our own gifts
and talents and the love God has for us, balanced with knowing where we stumble and fall in sin, and
where we are in need of grace and healing.
To admit that I do not know everything, is an act of humility. To admit that I always have more to
learn and do not have a personal monopoly on the truth, is an act of humility. To be humble so as to
look beyond ourselves for meaning and truth – which from a faith perspective means to be open to
God and the Holy Spirit who brings the gift of wisdom - is the essence of healthy humility.
In our ever increasingly complicated world, a humble seeking of God’s wisdom would set us on the
path to bearing good fruit, and storing up good treasure in our heart, out of which we can then act for
the good of all.
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PONDER AND DISCUSS
• What virtues to you admire in others?
• How would you go about practicing these virtues?
• How do others know that you hold certain virtues and consider them important?

View Busted Halo's video on Ash Wednesday and Lent here:
https://bustedhalo.com/video/watch-lent-3-minutes
Subcribe to our weekly Catechetical resource. E-mail: Familycatechesis@rcsj.org

THIS WEEK
LENT BEGINS
ASH WEDNESDAY MARCH 2nd

Q. I understand that all the
Fridays of Lent are days of
abstinence from meat. Does meat
include chicken and dairy
products?
A. Abstinence laws consider that
meat comes not only from animals
such as chickens, cows, sheep or
pigs --- all of which live on land. Birds
are also considered meat. Fish are a
different category of animal. Salt
and freshwater species of fish,
amphibians, reptiles, (cold-blooded
animals) and shellfish are permitted.
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Why do we say that there are
forty days of Lent? When
you count all the days from
Ash Wednesday through Holy
Saturday, there are 46.

Q. I understand that Catholics
ages 18 to 59 should fast on
Ash Wednesday and on Good
Friday, but what exactly are the
rules for these fasts?

A. It might be more accurate to
say that there is the "forty day
fast within Lent." Historically,
Lent has varied from a week to
three weeks to the present
configuration of 46 days. The
forty day fast, however, has
been more stable. The Sundays
of Lent are certainly part of the
Time of Lent, but they are not
prescribed days of fast and
abstinence.

A. Fasting on these days means
we can have only one full,
meatless meal. Some food can
be taken at the other regular meal
times if necessary, but combined
they should be less than a full
meal. Liquids are allowed at any
time, but no solid food should be
consumed between meals.

THIS LENT, LET’S PUT PEOPLE AND PLANET FIRST
This year, Development and Peace — Caritas Canada’s People and
Planet First campaign calls you to support our sisters and brothers in the
Global South in defending their rights and the planet. Do this by:
1.
Donating online at devp.org/give or during the Solidarity Sunday
collection on April 3, the fifth Sunday of Lent. Your generosity helps
support over 85 projects in 27 countries around the world!
2.
Learning more by reading the Mini-magazine and other
resources available at devp.org/lent/resources.
3.
Signing the petition for strong laws to control Canadian
corporations’ behaviour abroad at devp.org/act.
For
more
information,
pwalsh@devp.org.

PRAYER INTENTIONS
•

•

For the millions of people
around the world left poorer,
lonely or grieving as the
pandemic rages; may none
stand in the way of their
economic stability, community
and comfort. Let us pray to the
Lord.
For Indigenous peoples around
the world, whose land and ways
of life are often threatened; may
they experience justice, redress
and the right to live in peace
under conditions they choose.
Let us pray to the Lord.
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