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Thoughts From Hatton

IS BELIEF IN GOD RATIONAL?

One of the most important questions in life is that of the existence of God. Depending on how

you fall philosophically or religiously, the answer carries dire consequences.

Think about the deep importance of this question. If you believe that God exists and that He
works in the world, then your actions will follow suit because of obedience (John 14:15). If you
do not believe, then the cry of Amos comes to mind, “prepare to meet thy God” (Amos 4:12).

It was Thomas B. Warren who, in his debate with Flew, begged in every way for Flew to be
rational, which he describes as “only drawing such conclusions as are warranted by the evi-
dence.” This is important because without evidence, claims have a hard time holding up. In aca-
demia, this is true, but in Christianity, the evidence is not necessary because of our faith (Heb.

11:1; 2 Cor. 5:7).

LADIES, Don’t forget to check the board for
meals on wheels.

lllustrated Manners and Customs of the Bible, by Packer &
Tenney, given in memory of Roselean Newman Tuck, mother

of Benny Tuck.

The book of James: A roadmap for Christian living, 45th annu-

al Spiritual Sword Lectureship, 2021

given in memory of James Watkins.

VISITATION TEAM 3 WILL MEET
IN THE LIBRARY AFTER SUN PM
SERVICE.

ANNUAL RECORD OF RESPONSES
YEAR TO DATE:
Confession of Faults
Baptisms
Place Membership -2

JOTTINGS FROM JACK

“Will You be an Ezra?”

There is a wonderful three-point sermon found in Ezra 7:10. The verse says, “For Ezra
had prepared his heart to_seek the Law of the Lord, and to do it, and to teach statutes and
ordinances in Israel.”

Ezra determined to seek the Law of the Lord.
The text actually says that he had prepared his heart to do this.

How might one prepare their mind, their spiritual heart, to seek the laws of God in today’s
world? Unlike Ezra, we are fortunate enough to have the complete, perfect law of lib-
erty the Bible, to guide us. We can pick up this gold mine of spiritual information al-
most any time, delve into its precepts, and learn how to be better in every aspect of
life.

Ezra Determined to do God’s Laws.

He was going to put them into practice in his life. Sometimes people wonder why their
lives are so full of turmoil and discontent. Often this is because they have forgotten
God’s laws and gone back into a sinful lifestyle.

Mankind always needs to remember that God’s laws are for his well-being.

Ezra Determined to Teach God’s Ordinances.

Is this not what we all are to be about as children of God? Did not our Savior say in His
last earthly instructions that we are to make disciples? This involves teaching the plan
of salvation. Did Jesus not also say that we are to teach these disciples to observe all
things He has commanded (Mt. 28:19-20)? This also involves teaching. If one is to
“observe” something, they must know what to observe and how to observe.

Ezra certainly knew the key to gaining heaven. Will you be an “Ezra” and be able to
“unlock the door of your eternal home?”

[ asked, “Why dogsn’t somegbody do somgthing?”
Then | realized [ was somebody.




