Upper Swan Valley Historical Society

NEWS & NOTES
FALL-WINTER 2019

Fall Museum
Happenings
Student tours and an arts tour
kept the museum open and volunteers busy this fall. More inside.
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Remembering Swan Valley Weather Events
Winter Kill 1949-50
Leonard Moore

Swan Valley Connections students

“It was different in them days
[in the Bob Marshall Wilderness].
We’d never see anybody but the people in our camp. And elk herds? …
We’d see bunches of 35 or 40 head of
elk. Dad always said, ‘If you want a
spike elk, don’t worry about it if he
isn’t in the first bunch, ‘cuz you’re
going to see another bunch before the
day is over.’ And that was about the
way it worked up until about ’49.
Then we had tremendous big winter
kills [in 1949-50]. Deep snow and
cold. The fall of 1951 I picked up
over a teacup of elk ivories [teeth] out
of winter kills. So you can imagine
how hard that winter was…. The elk
have never been the same since.
They’ve had so much hunting pressure along with that.” Suzanne
Vernon, Voices of the Swan.

Tour of the Arts

1964 Flood

Swan Valley school children

VOL. XIII. NO. 3

Neil Meyer

Record Keeper
Marty Kux has been measuring precipitation (the amount of liquid in rain or snow),
snowfall, snow depth and temperature since
1981 at Cygnet Lake for a National Weather
Service co-op program that got its start before the U.S. Constitution. The Smithsonian
had begun collecting data earlier at several
locations. Over time various government
agencies took over the long running program.
Marty took over in 1981 from John
Stark, who began collecting in 1959. The
longer that weather data has been collected,
the more useful it is, Ryan Leach at the NWS
in Missoula said. Climate scientists use the
information to determine changes over time.
The data is also useful for forecasting
weather, especially flooding. The records
can show how much liquid in snow and rain
may run off and overflow creeks and rivers.
Liquid in snow is measured by melting a core
sample collected in a standard-size metal
can.
In October this year, Marty recorded 9
inches of snowfall, compared to the 1984
October record of 24.9”, and 3.11” of precipitation compared to the 5.71” record in
2016. October’s average low temperature of
26 degree F. was a 35 year record.

On June 6 or 7, 1964, the Swan
River was running high after a long
snowy winter and a rainy spring.
About seven inches of rain fell in three days, flooding the Swan River.
The old Salmon Prairie Bridge was lower than the newer bridge, which spans
the river today. A steady rain fell all night long. Logs and debris were floating
down and hanging up on the piers, and water was washing over on the south end,
threatening to take out the bridge.
Buck Kesterson drove his Allis Chalmers Crawler onto the center of the
bridge. Buck dropped tongs on a cable to turn the logs so they would pass under
Continued page 2
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Weather, continued from page 1

SVC Landscape & Livelihoods Tour

Gallery

the bridge.
Buck, Babe Clothier, John Swigert, I and others
worked all night. In the morning when it was light,
they saw the river had washed around the north end of
the bridge. It’s a miracle someone didn’t step in that
hole during the night.

1978-79, A Cold Winter
Steve and Sharon Lamar

The first year we lived full-time in Swan Valley—the winter of 1978-79—was also one of the coldest winters on record. We endured extremely cold temperatures dipping to 45 below with subzero temperatures for several weeks. During a two-week period, we
recorded six days when the temperatures reached negative 30 degrees or colder. At the time, we were living
in the log teacherage at Swan Valley School where I
[Sharon] taught the 3-5 grade students. There were no
indoor recesses in those days. The kids simply bundled
up, seemingly delighted to be outside in the frigid cold.
While we were skiing in Yellowstone in the final
days of 1978, an arctic blast hit with a low temperature
of negative 38. When our car wouldn’t start, we had it
towed to a service station to warm the engine. When
we arrived back in Swan Valley, we parked the car and
it didn’t start for another two weeks.
When the water pipes froze under the school
driveway, the students had to use the bathroom in the
teacherage. Our firewood pile dwindled rapidly that
week as the students trooped in and out.
After several weeks of subzero temperatures,
cabin fever began to set in. We were so excited when
the temperature reached a balmy negative 10 degrees
that we jumped at the chance to go cross-country skiing with friends. Note: That year (1979) an avalanche
took out the Goat Lick Bridge on Highway 2.
Continued page 4

Annual Raffle Winners

Bake Sale Donations

WANTED
For the Frostbite Festival & Holiday Bake Sale

December 7, 10am-3pm @ Swan Valley School
Contact Sharon 406-493-1138, Helene 406-677-0410
Or Colleen 406-754-2377
Proceeds benefit the Upper Swan Valley Historical Society

•
•
•

Sherri Donovan won the Red Ranger western saddle
and the Karastan area rug, both donated by Susan
Novosel.
Matt Teague won the penguin-themed quilt donated
by Sally Walker.
Dan Purcell won the truckload of gravel donated by
Matthew Brothers Construction.

Many thanks to raffle item donors and to those who
purchased raffle tickets. The raffle is one of several ways
the USVHS raises critical funds to preserve and promote
the history and culture of the Upper Swan Valley.
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Who We Are

Swan Valley Schools Tour Gallery

Officers

Steve Lamar, President
(406) 754-2745
lamar@blackfoot.net
Neil Meyer, Vice Pres.
(406) 754-2265
Fern Kauffman, Chair/
Secretary
Katharine Beers, Treasurer

Board of Directors
Ellie Greenough
Sharon Gressle
Helene Michael
Barbara Raible
Pat Sinz

Students at the Smith
Creek School replica.

Finding items for the
scavenger hunt in the
Museum.

Directors At-Large

Horton B. “Tony” Koessler
Henry Pennypacker Jr.

Program Coordinator,
Newsletter Editor

Pressing
apples to
make cider.

Anne Dahl

Website Editor

Susan Novosel

Digital Archivist
Jenny Kauffman

For more information
contact any of the Society’s
officers or directors or write:

Finding the waffle iron during
the scavenger hunt.

Upper Swan Valley
Historical Society
PO Box 1128
Condon, MT 59826
News & Notes is created
and distributed by the
Upper Swan Valley
Historical Society. Become a member, donor,
or volunteer.
USVHS welcomes all
volunteers! If you would
like to volunteer contact
President Steve Lamar,
754-2745, or Colleen
Kesterson, 754-2377.
Your support is greatly
appreciated!

Locating the tractor wheel in the
scavenger hut.

FROSTBITE FESTIVAL
Holiday Bazaar & Bake Sale
Saturday, December 7, 10 am—3 pm
@ Swan Valley School, mm. 39.5, MT Hwy 83
•
•

Holiday Bazaar
“The Best Bake Sale for miles

•

around, well worth the trip to the Swan!”

•

Craft Activities &
a Watercolor Workshop
Charitable Raffle

Upper Swan Valley Historical Society

www.SwanValleyHistoricalSociety.org ~ 406-754-2538, 754-2238
PO Box 1128, Condon, MT 59826
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Weather, continued from 2

Snow Shoveling 1970s

1988 Blowdown
Glen Gray

On June 17th, thunder storms and 70 mile per hour
winds flattened hundreds of acres of timber in the Swan
Valley, closing Highway 83. I was Swan River State Forest Manager at Goat Creek. He said people were camping
at Point Pleasant. One camper trailer was demolished, but
no one was hurt because the people found refuge on a
large sandbar in the Swan River.
Trees were toppled from about a half-mile north of
Goat Creek to midway between Soup and Cilly Creeks.
The swath of timber was about 10 miles long, but it was
narrow in width. My son Clint managed to go back and
forth to school in Bigfork by driving logging roads to the
east of the highway.
State saw crews and local loggers spent about two
days opening the highway. Stoltz Land & Lumber Co.
had an active timber sale on State land at the time. They
volunteered to trade part of the sale volume for blown
down timber to aid with the salvage, despite the greater
challenge of harvesting them. The winds had stacked
some trees four to five deep.

Dixie Meyer shoveling snow off a roof, circa 1970s. Meyer
collection

Swan Valley Museum

Open in Winter by Appointment
Call (406) 754-2745 or (406) 754-2238

Summer: Memorial Day - Labor Day
Friday - Sunday, 12pm - 4pm

Falling Through the Roof, 1991
Dixie Meyer

info@SwanValleyHistoricalSociety.org
www.SwanValleyHistoricalSociety.org

Dixie Meyer was shoveling snow off the roof of the
Meyer’s hay shed during the winter of 1991. One board
was loose and she knew it.
“I would stamp the snow and shovel, then step back
and stamp and shovel again. But I stepped backwards
onto the loose board. It slipped, and I fell 16 feet to the
dirt floor.
“I thought I would hit the hay and not be hurt, but
there was only a little hay in the shed that year and I
missed it. [Dixie had broken her pelvis in a couple places
and was bleeding internally.] I couldn’t walk, so I
crawled to the tractor, which was next to the shed because I used it to get onto the roof. I climbed on, managed to put it in one gear, and drove slowly to [daughter]
Pam’s house” for a ride to the hospital.

Steve Lamar or Fern Kauffman are the people to call
for accessibility questions (phone numbers above).

What is it?

Evacuation Day, Crazy Horse Fire
Dan Stone

Dan Stone remembers August 13, 2003, during the
Crazy Horse Fire: “I came up [from Seeley Lake] with
the kids, and I remember we stopped to go swimming at
Lake Alva. And we were there and people were water
skiing. And it was summer time, and people were laughing and having a good time, and we were not worried at
all. The Stones evacuated later that day.
Weather continued, page 6

Neil & Dixie Meyer collection

Museum Guest Book Comments
•
•
•
•

“Fascinating” - visitors from Indiana
“Very nice. Interesting!” - visitor from California
“Sublime!” - visitor from Iowa
“Super cool! Thanks!” - visitor from Connecticut
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USVHS Priorities
The USVHS priorities are the preservation
and promotion of the cultural heritage of
the Swan Valley. As such our focus is on:
•
•
•

Discovering and assembling records of
historical work.
Providing educational outreach and
research opportunities.
Preserving historical artifacts and sites
of significance.

Recent
Accomplishments
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Clothier Family Tree.
“100 Years of Fire” celebration.
Maki Cabin open with a tool exhibit.
Swan Valley Digital History Tour for
smart phones with Next ExitTM (see
ad).
Ductless heat pump for the Swan Valley Museum.
Revision of Chronology book.
The Huck Book reprint.
Outfitting & Guiding Celebration and
Fundraiser at Swan Valley Museum.
Continuing cataloguing of donations.
Swan Valley Connections student tour
at museum.
Tour of the Arts at the museum.
Swan Valley School and Salmon Prairie School tour at the museum

Upcoming and
Continuing Projects
•
•
•
•
•

Frostbite Festival.
Digital archive system.
Oral History Project Phase II.
Outdoor power source for summer
events at the museum.
Spring story-telling events, stay tuned.

How You Can Help see page 7.
Thank You Volunteers &
All Who Have Donated
Items for Displays
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Recipe
Huckleberry Poppy Seed Cake
By Kathy “Littlebird” Kinzfogl
From The Huck Book

3/4 Cup poppy seeds
1 Cup milk
1 Cup butter or margarine
1 1/3 Cup raw sugar
3 Eggs
2 Cups whole wheat pastry flour

3 tsp. baking powder
1/2 tsp. salt
1/2 tsp. vanilla
1 tsp. lemon rind grated
2 Cups huckleberries

Heat poppy seeds and milk together in a saucepan. Remove from
heat before it boils. Let stand until room temperature. Cream butter
with sugar. Add eggs one at a time, beating well after each. Add
mixed dry ingredients alternately with poppy seed mixture, stirring
well after each addition. Stir in vanilla, lemon rind and huckleberries
at the end. Bake in well-greased cake pan at 350 for 40-50 minutes.
Whip heavy cream and put on top of the cake after it cools. ENJOY!

CYP Successful Again

Yvonne Kinsey presents Steve Lamar
with the 2019 CYP check

The Seeley Lake Community
Foundation’s 2019 Change Your
Pace Challenge (CYP) was again a
success. This year 35 people took
advantage of the CYP matching
funds program during June and
July on behalf of the USVHS, generating $5938.64.
The USVHS is using the funds to
help protect, share and promote
historic artifacts and records, and
keep the Swan Valley Museum
open and relevant with exhibits,
events and educational activities.

Thank you to all
who helped.

Swan
Valley
HISTORY
NOW
On your cell phone
via a free app @
NextExitHistory.com

Funded in part
by a grant from
Museum at Fort
Missoula, Preserve
Missoula County History

A Reader’s Note
“Your newsletter is great
- keeps us interested … and
donating. Thanks to all for
your hard work.”
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July 4, 2008 Microburst

Excerpts from Luke Lamar’s story, Nature’s Fireworks
On July 4, 2008, Backcountry Trail Ranger Luke Lamar had finished a long day of clearing blowdown and
cleaning water bars with hand tools on the Piper and Ducharme lakes trails in the Mission Mountains Wilderness.
He left the trailhead at about 5:00 pm and drove about a
half mile down when “all hell broke loose.”
“... pummeling rain was suddenly supplemented with
hurricane force winds blowing completely sideways. Debris and branches started coming down from every direction, and old-growth trees were swaying completely parallel to the ground and then springing back upward. I had my
windshield wipers on full power, but couldn’t see the road
as there was so much rain, hail, and debris coming down...
I kept my truck on the road by looking out my driver’s side
window to see if I was still driving on gravel… I couldn’t
believe that I was witnessing such an amazing display of
nature’s fury. It was literally like being in the middle of a
hurricane, with no safe zone anywhere around me for
miles… I hit the brakes as I almost ran into a large spruce
tree that had already fallen over the road. I looked out the
window and the storm was still in full swing with no sign
of letting up…
“I didn’t have a chainsaw, and all I had was my axe
and a small hand saw. I grabbed my axe and jumped out of
the vehicle… I chopped the spruce out the way as fast as I

could, especially after a couple of bolts of lightning
boomed not far away. I threw the tree off the road and
jumped back in the truck, completely soaked and covered in debris. I rounded the next corner in the road,
and decided to wait out the rest of the storm there, for
as far as I could see down the road was a wall of
trees... After the storm passed, it was ... sunny and
calm. I started chopping tree after tree… After cutting
out at least 30 trees, I had just about reached my
breaking point... I had been thinking about a cold beer
for a long time. I used that as motivation as I continued clearing tree after tree.”

Membership? Have you paid your annual dues since July 1?
The USVHS is successful because of the support
of members and donors. An annual membership runs
from July 1 - June 30 each year. This schedule works
because it allows people to join or renew during the
July 4 celebration when many people are at home in
the valley. A membership begun now will be active
until June 30, 2020. Please join if you haven't already.
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Tour of the Arts

What is it?
Answer

Gallery

A muzzle used to encourage
a cow to wean her calf from
nursing.
Neil & Dixie Meyer Collection

Watercolor workshop taught by Sharon Lamar.

USVHS Volunteers
Make It Happen
9%
Paid
Hours

Thank You
Pam Yates spinning home grown wool.

Admiring Kathy Kinzfogl’s jewelry.

91% Volunteer
Hours

Support the discovery, collection, interpretation and preservation of local historic and cultural resources.
We thank you, and future generations will thank you, too!!
The Upper Swan Valley Historical Society is a 501(c)(3) tax exempt non-profit corporation. Federal Tax ID #77-0666044.
Contributions are tax deductible in accordance with IRS regulations. Contributions will be acknowledged by letter.
Please make all checks payable to: Upper Swan Valley Historical Society, Inc., POB 1128, Condon, MT 59826
Name:_________________________________________________

MULTI-YEAR PLEDGE: 3 YEAR_________ 5 YEAR________

Address________________________________________________

Total pledge amount $________ Amt paid now $___________

City___________________________St._______Zip____________

Choose payment schedule: Annual:___ Quarterly:___ Monthly:____

Tel._______________________Email________________________
ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP: July 1—June 30

Undesignated contribution or pledge: ____

Individual: $25___ Family $35___ Business: $100___

Contribution or pledge designated for: _________________________

CONTRIBUTIONS: Amount—$_______________
Memorial:___ In honor of:___

SIGNATURE_________________________ Date:_______________

Name:__________________________________________________

How Can You Help? Keeping the Swan Valley Museum open requires a team of dedicated volunteers, inspired

members and consistent financial support in order to have a viable operation and be able to pay the many expenses such as
electricity, heat, insurance, taxes, maintenance and upgrades. To this end we are actively growing our membership and
inviting new donors along on our exciting journey. As the saying goes “many hands make light work” and this endeavor is
no different. We invite you to begin, or continue, your support of the USVHS through membership, volunteering or donations (one time, monthly, yearly or lifetime options). We are proud to call Swan Valley our home and look forward to preserving our rich history! Thank you for making a difference! Please contact Steve Lamar, President at (406) 754-2745 or
info@ SwanValleyHistoricalSociety.org.
We thank you for your generous support.

UPPER SWAN VALLEY HISTORICAL SOCIETY
P.O. BOX 1128
CONDON, MT 59826
www.swanvalleyhistoricalsociety.org
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E.I. (Grandpa) Meyer and large ponderosa pines at
Squaw Creek after the 1988 blowdown. Meyer collection

The USVHS is funded in part by coal severance taxes
paid based upon coal mined in Montana and deposited in
Montana’s Cultural and Aesthetic Projects Trust Fund.

Inside
•
•

A 2010 windstorm crushed Neil and Dixie Meyer’s carport. Neil said if they had left the car outside it would
have been saved. Meyer collection

Stories of weather events.
Photos of school tours and the
Tour of the Arts at the Swan
Valley Museum.

