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REVIEW

Artist attacks pollution and waste in pamtmgs

Adam Straus’ Fimberoll o canvas on wood encased in lead.

Straus’ work on displs
at Butler Institute; i it's
a mixed bag of styles
By Doty shine

Beacor and archaecture entic

Pt soumds ol Acd
Straus: In the Shadow of
Taradise, you get it: These are
paintings about &

In Youngstown, Cleveland
and Alron {not o mentian
peaple

Toxic Run-Off: Wateriifies, an oil on canvas by Adam Straus. The Butler Institute of American Art, Trumbull Branch, is displaying his work,

because clearly the actist is ona
mission of environmental
cleanup, a message that's nat
unly unaml
aceasianally & bit ham-
handedly presented - not
alnays with frany, s scems
have been intended.
us

ertainly
ldn't be considered subtlz)
touse The Scream.as the title of

b

wha, when reminded of the

dlrry polluticn-laden, bad old
fays of heavy stes),

small
screaming, There

Details
Show: Adam Steus: In the Shacow
of Paacise,

Ahen: Through July 17. 14 &.m. 70 &
P, Wekdnesiday o Sunday.
Chsed Mondays, Tuesdays and
holdeys. Admission Is free.

Where: The Trumeull Brach, 9350

s butlerart. comtmbull
veaen.him,

i and fire
o e st fully and
‘whisper that that kind of
pollution “smells Iike money.
Bulasoney o whom, aud
what of the Rllout
cmqumm,mam you

nae<o-opt, and Edvard Munch's
title for fis popular image is one
of them,

Now tatchatsqutofthe
seay, let's consider Straus wark
an s marits, not its polirics,

conduits the Impressionist
Claude Monet and his water

Soldiers in Paradise (1994) is

chaneling the primitivs, wich

e doesnittah s el o see
that Strans is against pollul
not only the human, Semican
and industrial kinds, but the
atcitudinal ones as well.

2 show, on
July17at the Butler Institute of
Ameriean Art, Trumbull
Branch, confronts the viewer
with hard-to-missattacks an
pollution and unrestrained
consumption o[;m about
evers including the last
mldemm.sas

instance, Detroit,
oo :.m\mun and-rusted-
m-lead pendant

don'treally that anly
treesare destroyed by acid ruin,
doyou?

Soeven

dations
can “smell like money” to some
‘people, wecan in ger

we'res Jmlpnlluhnnand}(m

despoliation ansrsdBc in
Kicked
cutof 1 Are we looking 3t the
ruination of the sublime or the
realization uiatthe sublie was
always finite> Are we Jooking at
loss D’mnubenca or discovering

gari
cbmpnunona'\ elsmemund o

it and
Wrlag offigues

Compare that ta his Toxic
Rwl-\': Wﬂzemhss (1999,

Straus gossfurther however,
and surratnds his worl
oiscn and pallstion Niany of
i his paintings are
‘mide outof lad, which worzies
‘Butler director Lo
n e ummhgauhwuuems.
by nottry to
getthe same effet with wood

another) with the relief-
stamped name af “Detrait” in
the lower register, nearly all of
it covered in rust, while in the
upper register is a landscape
it many small smokestacks,

evring stmoke am
flames into a dirty and Rl
By ¥ista,

Zonanoted. “Straus said it

1ldn't be the same, the
‘heaviness of it and the
forbidden nature of it -
ancising works abou poisaning
the environment in poison.”

Sothere’s more than one
layerof meaning to Strags
‘paintings, and that'sa relief,

that was

never loxt?

When we lookat Straus’
paiating technique, we begin to
notice that he vacillutes
between consummate

m:hmqul:: arc minutely
emulated, right down 16 the
bnnommhe‘mmmg.whm,w
allbegins to o1l apart snd melt
inta a rancid ocze.

i,
beatrug primitive e

othe veays of art professionals,
m:fumcrhw v ]ladsigﬁus
arl lessons, never being laught
haw to paint or sculpt or make
prints or ceramics.

Sinee he art market in
outgider, primitive, naive and
Third Warld art has become so
I I not be

edueated artists trying to back-
door their way inta
primitivism, Some artists get

i2-one who
switctied from painting with
her right hand tG her I
‘because hee “right hand was toa
knowing"

Teszemsto ma chat one can't
beapri

e sy e
Ansel Adams, Albert Pinkham
Ryder, Rene Magritte, Gl
de Chirica and the Lumninists
Too much knowledge to be
maive, primitive and/or
umtaught, It would seem that a
‘hetter tack for the artist to take
to putasideall
pretense oF Emotmnca
imstead to concentrate an those
n!mm;t that siowease s

snd
Hesion o (190332 lach ‘painting
of a highway where the only
Sn of e zation” 54
distant, small McDonald's "M
glowing in the “wilderness,” o
tiny, ironical beacan in 4 s€a of
darkness.

Grimly humorous also is
Frontier Real Estate {1908), a

ive painter as well as
oy gt
materials, but

cal appeed ) r3s xeept for
ledm}qu&s. n:m ‘s Tike beimg. the three red-fla;
sl ura ‘maarkers in the foreground.

certhaless, Straus s 1 The 60 tomeimages n the
l.alkdhm:iel(l iEL(la it show have been o
painter because he s et spocaly ptc, posteands from el
um than painting in art hey could be that.

o make bis point,on the DO STt st o

unehandhgchnm\eh the
Erench primitive Hens
ca, thy the other

Adam Straus’ The Scrazm reminds us of Edvard Munch's imaga.

ML
Oakland Post cartoenist Eddie Charles Johnston, wife Charolett
and daughter Aslee visited Akron relatives in June.

Cartoon

Tamily to join Akron
cartoonist in California
Continued from Page E1

Jgrounds at a time when the
il s oo vemenl wis at s

“Esﬁhcsmrmm as his oem

ple getting along rogecher.”
Before moviag o Califormis,
Jobmston worked difterent johs
in Akeon, inchuding asan Xoray
technician at Alron Children s
Hmpﬂ.al

face of Popeye in the snow.
was Atkinson, “He tock mcun-
der his wings and e

m
lot of things about art ” Johnston
said.

Adter, Nhnwnmuveﬁaul to
California to pursue a

dogres in marketing and adver
tising, Tohnston visited his friend
and dovided Califormia was

whete he would start his car-
woningcaresr.

Arkinson, who waksat the
st part-time, helps Johaston
with the direction of Hoodtoons,

ad belipves hat w&u r;mps
e ealize the rou-
et
“Iwant np]e to uuummml
fdm mll:; tys, chil dn-nauun
ortunatcly going throngh ol
" Adkinson sad.
Th' mum Johaston plensto
‘move his Eamily
Working with & veteran car-
tmomist veas great way to jump-
start his career, he said.
“Tt was an honor for me to

doing something with Michae]
Jackson. It's something that Tl
never forget, that Il share with
my children.”

 DrrtounAbran Dty
The University of Mbvan Sehool of Wesic present
FREE CONCERT

Sunday, July 12, 2005

TUBA summer

5th Annual Tuba Summer

Join us for popular summertime music conducted by
Tucker Jolly, founder of Akron’s TubaChristmas.

Cascada Plaza in Downtown Akron

6:15 p.m. The University of Akron Steel Drum Band
| Ensemble, Zippy the UA mascot and the Green Machine.
7:00 p.m. Tuba Summer
Pl blankers v suin o whicame!
Faod verabrs and nearby parking auaiGhie
£30762:9550 wweakrondowmanncom

Marisa Tahshechi cn b oo 330,996,

Jmmatenm.

FRnL

B/O:S
=FE (T VAL

PURCHASE
TICKETS
NO\

FOURTH OF JULY
WEEKEND CONCERTS!

CELEBRATE AMERICA
TODAY at 8:00 p.m.
Man JULY & at 8:00 p.am.

Blossom Festival Band
Loms John Schissal, <o

26 cancer sporsord by Tho Cleatand ke

2 e Postr: i 1057 wnan
suty 3 comeart spansosea by
Pavilion tickets from $18
Children 17 and under half price!

Come early for “cookout” concessions at 5:30 p.m.{|
Box Office opens at 1:00 p.m.

TCHAIKOVSKY 4
Sat JULY 9 at B:00 p.m.
T Cloeand Onhesta

i L. cono
Horak ieepims
RIMSKY-KORSAKOY My Night Overture
CHOFIN _Pians Concarto No. 1
TCHAKOVSKY  Symahony No. 4

Mot Fartoor: WGiK 104.9 £ T

SatJULY 10 at 7200 pm. A Tribute 10 he Musi
& Hammerstein —
Sandheim
Bruckner 3
Mainly Mozart
Shostakovich 5

For tickets call

s of Rodgers
Stephen

FilJULY 15 at 8:30 pm.
SaLILLY 16 4t 7:00 pan

Sat JULY 23 at 8:00 pm

<A\ (216)231-1111

or visit clevelandorchestra.com




