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Showcase of Touchet Schools Classified Staff
The phone rings….”Good Morning, Touchet Schools, this is Darla.”
And so begins another day at the Touchet Schools. Darla Nolan ‘75, is the executive
secretary of the Touchet Schools, but she describes her job as customer service. And the
customers are whoever needs most anything at the school. If you call, or walk into the
school, if you want to talk to a teacher or administrator, get a message to your child, put a
notice in the “Boxholder”, find out what time the bus leaves for the game in Pomeroy or what
time the game starts, you will probably talk to Darla. She is the one who calls home if a
student doesn’t come to school, and arranges for a substitute teacher when one is needed.
Her phone rings on the average of 40 times a day from someone outside the school who
needs information or to leave a message. And her phone rings on the average of 25 times
a day from someone inside the school who needs her attention and expertise. Many inquiries start with “where is….”, and amazingly
she usually knows where most people and items are. And then there are the walk ups, those who come to the office in person. Often
it is a student needing to use the phone or get a band aid, pick up something a parent dropped off or check out to go to an outside
appointment. Darla also works with teachers coordinating purchasing of supplies, and inputting grades, and many other levels of
student involvement. In her job description, it says “must meet multiple demands and deadlines in a pressure situation and maintain
high levels of quality work.” That describes Darla. Everybody is a customer, and all are greeted with a smile.
Darla Nolan is one of 16 classified staff who work at the Touchet schools. They are the secretaries, the bus drivers and cooks, the
librarian and nurse, the paraprofessionals who work directly with students, and the custodians who maintain a clean and safe
environment. They are described as the “pulse of the school.” They are a dedicated group of individuals, with employment at the
school ranging from 5 to 34 years.
Alaine Turner is currently the business manager, and has worked in various jobs in the 34 years she
has worked at the school. Her job involves finances and human resources. She pays the bills and
does the payroll.
Laurie Durfee is the school nurse and the elementary
building secretary.
She keeps track of everybody in and out of the elementary
building, and provides much of the same customer service
to elementary staff and students as Darla. In her job as
nurse, she dispenses all medications prescribed for
students while at school. She is responsible for the health
and safety of students and for maintaining all health
records.
Debby Short is currently the librarian.
Laurie and Debbie have worked at the school 20 and 26 years respectively.
continued on page 8
Touchet Educational Foundation
Dedicated to serving the youth of our community
Class of 2013, 19 students eligible for scholarships
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Mission Statement
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Touchet students in pursuit of
Educational opportunities, and to
encourage community support for
higher education.
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Alvin and Mary’O Adams Memorial
FBLA Scholarship
Alvin Adams graduated from Touchet
High School in 1938. His family has
been associated with the Touchet
Schools for 97 years from its first
graduating class of 1915 to 2012.
He married Mary’O in 1943 while in
the Navy during World War II, and
they settled in Touchet in 1945. He
came back to Touchet to work with
his father and became co-owner of
the Touchet Mercantile. All of their
children and five grandchildren are
alumni of Touchet Schools.
Alvin and Mary’O kept service to the
community close to their heart. They
ran a successful grocery business,
and they were involved in many
community
projects
and
organizations including the Fire
Department and Sewer Districts, Boy
Scouts, Campfire, and 4-H. They
always supported Touchet and its
schools.
The
scholarship
will
continue their life work.
The scholarship is intended to
promote interest in business, service
to others and the community. The
recipient will be a high school senior
who participated in FBLA, has been
active in student organizations, and/
or has a history of participating in
service to the community.

LETTERS & ANNOUNCEMENTS
TEF Board Members,
I got your newsletter in the mail as I was packing my car to head back to Oregon State University to start my junior
year (Go Beavs!) I took time to sit down and look through it because your organization means a lot to me. I know that
without your help my senior year, I wouldn’t be where I am today. The idea of paying for a 4-year university was so
intimidating until I became a TEF senior class representative and learned that there’s money out there, all you have
to do is put the work to do the applications.
With the money awarded to me through TEF and a few other local businesses, I was able to have my first year at
Oregon State University completely paid for. Through all the stresses of moving to college, getting used to classes
and on top of all that, losing my mom only one term into college, it was so amazing to know that I didn’t have to worry
about how I was going to pay for the year. I appreciate what this organization has done to help me chase my dreams
and get where I want to be in my life.
Sincerely, Tierra Kessler, Class of 2010
Dear Touchet Educational Foundation,
The Touchet classified staff union formally named the Touchet Education Support Professionals, finalized their first bargaining contract in 2011.
Classified staff members collaborated with interim Superintendent, Skip Berquam a representative from Washington Education Association and
the Touchet Board of Directors to put this contract in place. The T.E.S.P. is made up of Touchet School’s kitchen staff, custodians,
paraprofessionals, and library technician. Because of these dedicated staff members, our school is better able to complete its mission to help
students in a supportive environment.
The T.E.S.P. is proud to donate $300 to the T.E.F scholarship program. This donation will be divided between the General Scholarship Fund, the
Merri Bussell Memorial, and the Robert Schaeffer Memorial. All members agreed that these scholarships are extremely important, and wanted to
support our Touchet graduates in their future. The next time you see a member of our association, please congratulate him or her on the
accomplishment of forming the very first Touchet Classified Staff union! It is a very big step in the right direction. Sincerely, T.E.S.P. Members

Yes! I want to help support Touchet graduates through the Touchet Educational Foundation.

TOUCHET EDUCATIONAL FOUNDATION
Your gift of any size can make a lasting and significant impact on Touchet students.
YES! I want to help support Touchet students.
Name:
Address:
City:

State:

Zip:

Please direct my contribution to the following area:
Area of Greatest Need

Endowment Fund

In Memory of:

I would like to talk with someone Touchet Educational Foundation Board about the purpose of our
organization or other opportunities for sharing. Please call me at
Make checks payable to the Touchet Educational Foundation and mail this card to:
Touchet Educational Foundation
PO Box 272
Touchet, WA 99360

CONTINUING EDUCATION SCHOLARSHIPS
ATTENTION CLASS OF 2012 GRADUATES
The Touchet Educational Foundation announces an opportunity for THS class of 2012 graduates to apply for scholarship assistance
for their second year of college. The scholarship available will be shared in equal amounts among those who apply with a maximum
amount of $500 to each of the applicants.
To qualify, the student must plan to enroll in their second year of college, have earned a minimum of 35 college level credits during
their first year of college and have achieved a minimum GPA of 2.75. For more specific information and to request an application,
email: touchetedfund@yahoo.com.
POSTMARK DEADLINE IS JULY 15, 2013
The Touchet Educational Foundation is offering three (3) continuing education scholarships to past Touchet graduates that will have
a minimum of junior standing and enrolled at a four year college/university. For more specific information and to request an
application, email: touchetedfund@yahoo.com.
POSTMARK DEADLINE FOR THESE SCHOLARHIPS IS MAY 15, 2013.
Eileen Collier Memorial Scholarship $1000, A general scholarship available to students majoring in any program of study with a
minimum GPA of 2.75 and a minimum of junior standing at the start of the 2012-2013 school year. Applicant needs to be planning to
obtain an undergraduate or graduate degree at a 4-year accredited college or university.
Making a Difference Scholarship In memory of Katie Nolan was established by her family in 2010 to encourage others to follow
Katie’s example of service to others, offering hope and inspiration. This continuing education scholarship will award a minimum of
$500 to the successful applicant. In addition to the general application requirements applicants must also submit an essay of 300 to
500 words describing in detail your philosophy regarding service to others, activities and/or projects you have participated in that
reflect your commitment to making a difference in the lives of others, and any plans you have made for service after college
graduation.
Pheasants Forever Wildlife Scholarship A continuing education scholarship that is directed towards students
interested in wildlife management, natural resource sciences, and/or agriculture and is funded by Pheasants Forever
Blue Mountain Chapter #238 of Walla Walla in the amount of $500. In addition to the general application
requirements, applicants must also submit an essay of 300 to 500 words. This essay needs to describe in detail your
future educational plans in the above fields of study, your extra-curricular activities at school, your community service
endeavors, and your academic achievement.
WE LOVE OUR VOLUNTEERS!!!
The Touchet Educational Foundation is an all volunteer organization. We need YOU!!
Do you have fundraising or organizational skills? Perhaps you would like to be on our board of directors. Meetings
are held on Thursday evenings once a month at the Touchet School.
Would you like to help with our fundraising? Oktoberfiesta this year will be held on Homecoming night at the Touchet
Gardena Lions Hall. We need people to help prepare and cook the food, serve the food, and help clean up the
kitchen along with decorating, set up, the silent & live auctions and the raffle.
Do you have computer skills? You could help students and their parents become familiar with the Touchet Educational Foundation web site,
apply for scholarships, and encourage other volunteers to sign up and use the web site. Do you have writing and communication skills? We have
two newsletters a year, and are in need of someone to help organize and write the articles.
Whatever skills or the amount of time you have available, we could use your help to fulfill our mission of helping Touchet students.

Class Motto
"Destiny is not a matter of chance, it is a matter of choice. It is not a thing to be waited for, it is a thing to be achieved.”
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Mrs. Frazier, Miss Gaffrey
Lexi Sturm, Shai Lynn Schaeffer, Kristen Warner, Cheyenne Kentch, William Huesby, Kayla Gutierrez, Octavio Preciado, Angele Moravec
FRONT ROW
Jessica Rush, Colton Goble, Abel Garcia, Zachary Mc Makin, Sterling Clark, Tyler Dodd, Ildifonso Vasquez, Nathaniel Ortiz, Isabel Saldana

BACK ROW
Kayla Fuentes, Kaylee Sewell, Maria Garcia, Kristen Warner
MIDDLE ROW
Vicente Flores, Nate Ortiz, Jose Martinez, Garret Gustin, Justin Casebier
FRONT ROW
Cori Ochoa, Jaime Martinez, Octavio Preciado
NOT PICTURED:
Lyle Dowsett, Kayla Gutierrez, Joycelin Munden, Rachael Neuschwander, Lexi Sturm, Shonee Turner
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OKTOBERFIESTA 2012

Another successful and fun fundraising event for the Touchet Educational Foundation in 2012. Over 235 people attended
enjoying homemade enchiladas, rice, beans, carne asada, good company and great music. The senior class “Rent A Team Of
Teens”, live and silent auction and raffle items helped raise over $10,000.

Thank you to everyone who volunteered, donated items, the alumni and community members who
make this annual event a success!
Rent A Team Of Teens Auction Supporters raised $1,440
Kevin & Susan Brown, Terry & Shirley Schaeffer, Tom Donovan, Debbie Sewell
Auctioneer Doug Swenson for offering his enthusiasm and generous support!
Lions Club for their help and use of the Hall!
Abajian Toyota, Adam Perkins, Amy White, Andy’s Market, Annie Byerley, Baker Boyer Bank, Big Cheese Pizza,
Blazing Guitars, Blue Mountain Clothing Company, Blue Mountain Dental, CDH Drafting, Celie Sturm,
Chris & Robin Dowsett, Clarette’s Restaurant, Claudia Martinez, Coffee Cravings, Correctional Industries,
Dave & Sandy Reppe, Dee-Vee Garcia, Del Taco, Dick & Kathy Garbe, Dick & Mary Hanson, Don & Lynda Adams,
Don & Polli Weaver, Drew Heid, Dutch Bros. Coffee, Elite Power Vav., Falkenbergs, Fast Eddy’s, Graphic Apparel,
Hair Affair Salon, Heather Warner, Humbert Asphalt & Rock Products, Inland Octopus, Jackie Helm, Jaime Martinez,
Jami Weber, Joe & Diane Harris, Joel & Cynthia Huesby, Joey Weber, John & Patty Adams, Jose Gonalez,
Jose & Carmen Martinez, Ken & Kathy Warner, Keylee Gaffrey, Larry & Myrna Weber, Lefore’s Orchards, Lefore’s Spa,
Leland & Traci Weber, Les Schwab, Lindsey Kregger, Manual & Susana Preciado, Marcus Whitman, Maria Fuentes,
Marilyn Hines, Mark & Perkins, Nate Ortiz, Northwest Grain Growers, Inc., Oil Can Henry’s, Otis & Kim Garbe, Pape Machinery,
Pat Bly, Paul Albritton, Pheasant Creek, Red Goat Fab, Richard & Judy Easton, Rowdy & Laura Lee Barry,
Sheri Weiswig, Smartstyle/Wal-Mart, Susan Bell & Wally Rasmussen, Tallmans Pharmacy, The Personal Touch,
Touchet Booster Club, Valley Vision, Walker’s Furniture, Walla Walla River Packers, Waterbrook Winery, Wilbur Ellis,
Wine Barrel Furniture, Woodward Canyon Winery

...continued from cover page

Mike Mayberry has been the Ttransportation and Maintenance Supervisor for the last ten years. The operation of
the physical building, the heating and air conditioning systems, the custodians and their responsibilities, the irrigation
system and grounds, the buses, and their routes and drivers, are all under his watch. He makes the
recommendation to the superintendent of a “go no-go” for the buses when the roads may be unsafe due to weather
conditions for both transport to and from school and extracurricular activities. Jose Martinez is the Assistant for
Maintenance and has been working closely with Mr. Mayberry for 9 years.
Custodians are DeeVee Garcia ’76, with 15 years on the job, and Carmen Martinez,
with 9 years. They do the daily cleaning and maintenance, and major cleaning during
Christmas break and during the summer. Every carpeted floor is vacuumed every day,
and vinyl floors are hand mopped 3 days a week and cleaned with a machine 2 days a
week. And, of course, the bathrooms are cleaned daily, every garbage can emptied,
windows and mirrors shined, and furniture dusted.
If you or your children have ridden a Touchet School bus in the last 22 years, then
you have ridden with the slate of current Bus Drivers. Dick Hanson ‘53, is the newest
with 22 years experience, Traci Weber ’84, has been driving for 27 years, and
Darrell Loney ‘64, has been working at the school and driving bus for 34 years. All
three graduated from Touchet. Bus drivers must have a Commercial Drivers License
(CDL) with a special endorsement for school bus drivers, a current first aid card, three
hours of additional training per year, and a physical every other year. Our school
buses traveled 51,714 miles last year, including transport to and from school, field
trips, and sporting events. Weather, distance, and darkness can complicate driving. It
can become easy to take safe bus trips for granted and we can thank our experienced
and dedicated drivers for making sure students arrive safely at their destination.
Kirsten Royce, the Head Cook, is usually the first one to arrive at school each morning. She
walks in the back door of the kitchen at 6:30 am and begins preparations for the breakfast she
will begin serving at 7:30. There are usually around 65 students who show up for breakfast,
and breakfast is free for all those on free or reduced lunch. Soon after breakfast clean up,
preparations start for lunch. Lunches require a minimum of 2 oz protein, 1 ½ cups of vegetables for the high school, divided between red and green vegetables, fruit, and bread, pasta or
rice. Mrs. Royce serves whole grain pasta, brown rice only, and 80% of the bread is whole
grain. Milk is served at both breakfast and lunch. She is required to serve certain foods that
most of the Touchet students are not fond of, no matter which way they are served. A couple
of those are sweet potatoes and beans. (Legumes, not green beans, which the students like). According to the research, an
unfamiliar food can be served 15 times before it becomes familiar and a person may start to like it. They are served in the
hopes that students will someday broaden their food choices. Helping Mrs. Royce in the kitchen are Margo Pack,
Mina Dorman, and Sheri Reiswig.
The Paraprofessionals work directly with students under the supervision of a teacher. They can give extra help
with reading or math problems, make copies and correct papers and may travel from building to building to help
in any classroom where they are needed. They also do all the recess duty, as well. The Parapros are Lisa
Richards, Barb Curfman, and Mina Dorman.
The classified staff at the Touchet Schools are an essential part of the quality of the educational experience for
our students.
Thank You!

TRACKING THE INDIANS
In high school, Todd’s experiences were similar to many students who graduated from Touchet in the late 70’s and
early 80’s. Growing up and living in Touchet provided him with many experiences unique to small towns and rural
living. Strong connections to community, solid academic preparation, and numerous opportunities to work and
develop skills that would help him prepare for adult life. Lettering in football, basketball and baseball, some of Todd’s
most memorable sports memories are grounded in his experiences helping lead Touchet to its first state
championship as a running back and co-captain of the 1979 football team.
Life after graduation has also afforded Todd many unique opportunities and exposed him to many challenging and
diverse life, work, and family experiences that have literally “taken him all over the globe.” Presently living and
working in Al Khobar, Saudi Arabia, Todd is employed as the General Manager of the GE Oil & Gas Pressure Control Division overseeing a state of
the art manufacturing center that supplies wellhead and pressure control equipment to the Saudi Arabian market and beyond. In this position, Todd
oversees a workforce of 60+ employees and helped GE realize in excess of $100 million dollars in sales in 2012.
Todd Adams, ‘80 and family

Prior to his advancement into managerial roles, Todd’s resume included over 10 years experience providing technical service and support to energy
industry companies. His duties encompassed development and testing of tools and equipment, job site supervision, training of technicians and
specialized assignments in support of deep water drilling projects. In addition to assignments in the Middle East, Todd also has spent extensive time
working in West Africa, the Gulf of Mexico and Alaska. A key primer for his early employment in the energy systems sector was attainment of deepwater diving certifications from the Commercial Diving Institute in Seattle, followed by a 6 year stint employed as a Commercial Diver. Todd’s professional experiences involved all aspects of deep sea diving including underwater construction, welding and rigging.
Todd is also a U.S Navy veteran and served as the Gun Mount (Turret) Captain aboard the USS John Rodgers. Somewhere in his travels and
adventures, Todd met and married his lovely wife Perla and the two of them now have a son, John Octavio Barclay Adams, who is presently 9 years
old. Although Todd’s commitments do not allow him to get back to the states and Touchet very often, he still considers this valley his home. And
since Todd’s adventure appears to be far from over – you never know when the journey might bring him full circle - back to Touchet perhaps?
Dianne Marr Longmire ‘92, earned her BA from George Fox University in 1996, and a Master of Social Work from Walla
Walla University in 2004. She earned her Licensed Mental Health Counselor credential in 2013 and works at Department of
Human Services, Walla Walla County as Clinical Lead of the Intake Unit and Hospital Discharge Planning Coordinator. She
is also a Designated Mental Health Professional. She appeared as “Martha Watson” in The Little Theater of Walla Walla’s
production of “White Christmas” this past fall. She and her family moved to a small acre spread east of Lowden in 2011. She
and her husband Lance have 2 boys, who will be 4 and 7 this spring. They hope to start a small “truck farm” operation over
the next few years focused on berries, eggs, and other produce.
Jennifer Beaman ‘91 attended Whitman College earning her Bachelor of Arts degree in Spanish and Japanese Education,
complete with a Washington State Teaching Certificate, in 1995 and immediately moved to Alaska where she lived for six years. In
2001 she moved to Waitsburg and began working at the Penrose Library at Whitman College. She and her husband Arron have
five children, four girls and one boy, ages 20, 17, 16, 14 and 12. They plan to stay in the area until the youngest graduates from
college and they will travel to find a new landing site.
Tierra Kessler ‘10, went on to study Agricultural Sciences at Oregon State University from 2010-2012. During the summer of
2012 she realized that she wanted study Animal Science to pursue a career that in some way involves cattle sales and
advertising. She wanted to be at a university with a superior Animal Science program, so she visited a couple of Midwest
colleges and ended up transferring to Oklahoma State University in January 2013. She is studying Animal Science with a
Livestock Merchandising option and absolutely loving Oklahoma! Go Pokes.
Mark Beaman ‘93 studied Environmental Science at Whitman College with a half year of study abroad in Adelaide, Australia. He
graduated with a Bachelor of Science degree in 1997. From 1997-1999 he served as an Environmental and Agricultural Extension
Volunteer for the Peace Corps in Tanzania, East Africa. In 2000 he started work in winemaking in Washington, before transferring to
Northern California where he continues to make wine at Parducci Wine Cellars.
He along with his wife Kate and their son Pierce are excited to welcome another member to their family in late March.

IN REMEMBERANCE

ROBERT SCHAEFFER, ‘85

Robert Earl Schaeffer, 46, of Touchet passed away on Nov. 29, 2012. Robert was born on Oct. 17, 1966, in Walla Walla to Terry and
Shirley Schaeffer. He grew up on the family farm in Touchet, enjoying his 4-H livestock and working on his red 1966 Ford Mustang.
Robert was active in FFA and other school activities, playing football, basketball and
baseball every year at Touchet High School and graduating in 1985. Robert attended Walla
Walla Community College and graduated from the Western Culinary Institute in Portland in
1990. He married his wife, Sylvia (Ramirez), in 1993; and with their daughter Harlie (16),
and son, Hayden (13), the family lived in Touchet on the farm where he was raised.
Robert was a fifth-generation wheat farmer alongside his dad, and they shared a deep love
of working the land together. Robert served as chair of the Touchet School Board, president
of the Touchet Booster Club, volunteered at the Walla Walla Fair and Pacific Little League,
and especially loved being involved in his children’s sports and school activities. He was a
dedicated Seattle Mariners fan, a creative chef known for making his famous clam chowder,
and a great friend with an unbridled sense of humor. People will remember Robert for his
strength and kindness, and his love for his family above all else. Robert’s
love of family was mirrored by the devotion and support shown by his wife,
Sylvia, during his recent illness.
Robert is survived by his wife, Sylvia; children, Harlie and Hayden, at home;
parents, Terry and Shirley Schaeffer; sister, Cathy Schaeffer; grandfather,
Perry Anderson; parents-in-law, Humberto and Amalia Ramirez; and
brothers-in law, Roy (Kristen) Ramirez and Humberto Ramirez, Jr. He was
preceded in death by his grandparents, John and Kathleen Schaeffer, and
Josephine Anderson. Robert loved his niece and nephews, and will be
missed by them as well as numerous aunts, uncles and friends.
Funeral services were held on Dec. 5, 2012. Memorial contributions in his
name may be made to the Touchet Booster Club.

Thank You 2012 Donors
for all you have done for the Touchet Students
The Touchet Educational Foundation would like to honor all those who have made contributions and chosen to support this work.
Your generosity is appreciated and the donations that are received are supporting graduating seniors.
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YES! I want to help support Touchet students.

May Day Court
May 3, 2013

King & Queen
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Makayla Bishop
Mckenzie Loney
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Katelyn Huesby
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Freshmen Attendants
Jennifer Aceves
Cierra Jo McKeown

