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Introduction
Author
According to a strong early tradition, the author of the Gospel of John was the
disciple by that name. John was one of the twelve disciples of Jesus Christ (Matthew
10:3; Mark 3:18; Acts 1:13). He was originally a fisherman, the son of a fisherman
named Zebedee and the brother of James. John does not refer to himself by name in his
Gospel, but refers to himself simply as the one whom Jesus loved (13:23; 19:26; 21:7).
He is the unnamed disciple in this Gospel (18:15-16). John wrote five books of the New
Testament—his Gospel, 1 John, 2 John, 3 John, and Revelation.

Audience
John addresses his Gospel to the whole unbelieving world, using “whoever” or
“whosoever” frequently as an invitation to faith. He wrote his Gospel in simple, ordinary
language for all to read and understand.

Date of Writing
The Gospel of John was probably the last of the four Gospels to be written. John
seems to have been familiar with the Synoptic Gospels (Matthew, Mark, and Luke), and
included mostly content that was omitted by them. Some extended time transpired
between the life of Jesus Christ and the writing of this Gospel (John 21:23). An existing
papyrus fragment from the Gospel of John dates back to A.D. 125, so this Gospel must
have been written prior to this date. A date of around A.D. 85-95 seems acceptable for
the writing of John.

Place of Writing
John spent his later years ministering at Ephesus in Asia Minor, and was
eventually sent into exile on the Island of Patmos by Emperor Domitian. He probably
wrote his Gospel while living in Ephesus.

Theme
John presents Jesus as the Son of God, focusing on Jesus’ deity. His stated
purpose for writing his Gospel is to help people come to faith in Jesus Christ, to believe
(John 20:30-31). He uses the word for “believe” dozens of times in his Gospel.

4

Structure
John follows a chronological presentation of the life of Jesus Christ, filling in
many gaps left by the Synoptic Gospels. (About 92% of the Gospel of John is unique to
this Gospel.) Only John refers to more than one Passover during the ministry of Jesus,
indicating that Jesus’ ministry lasted a little over three years (2:13; 6:4; 11:55; and
possibly 5:1).
John includes three journeys that Jesus took to Jerusalem (7:2, 10; 11:7, 17-18;
12:1) that seem to parallel the three journeys mentioned in Luke’s travel narrative (Luke
9:51; 13:22; 17:11), thereby linking John’s account with Luke’s account.
John identifies seven miraculous signs in the life of Jesus that should convince his
readers to believe in Jesus. These signs are (1) turning water into wine (2:1-11), (2)
healing the son of a royal official (4:43-54), (3) healing a disabled man (5:1-9), (4)
feeding the five thousand (6:1-15), (5) walking on water (6:16-21), (6) healing a blind
man (9:1-8), and (7) raising Lazarus from the dead (11:1-44).
John also records seven “I Am” statements of Jesus. In these statements Jesus
referred to Himself as (1) the bread of life (6:35), (2) the light of the world (8:12; 9:5), (3)
the door (10:7), (4) the good shepherd (10:11, 14), (5) the resurrection and the life
(11:25), (6) the way, the truth, and the life (14:6), and (7) the true vine (15:1).

Outline
A geographical outline may best capture the early part of John’s Gospel, while the
later part of the Gospel focuses on the Passion week, including Jesus’ death and
resurrection.
1. Jesus’ Early Ministry in Judea and Samaria (1:1—4:42)
2. Jesus’ Ministry in Galilee (4:43—6:71)
3. Jesus’ Later Ministry in Judea (7:1—11:57)
4. The Passion Week (12:1—17:26)
5. Jesus’ Death and Resurrection (18:1—21:25)
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The Preexistence of Jesus Christ
(John 1:1-5)
“In the beginning . . . .” So begins the first book of the Bible and so begins the
glorious Gospel of John. “In the beginning God . . .” declares Genesis 1:1. John 1:1
states, “In the beginning was the Word.” The parallel is both intentional and obvious.
The “Word” of John 1:1 is the “God” of Genesis 1:1. It’s this divine Word who became
flesh, Jesus Christ. John couldn’t be more emphatic about the deity of Jesus Christ than
he is in his description of the Word in these opening verses of his Gospel. John’s
prologue (John 1:1-18) sets the pace for the rest of the book. God became a man. That
man, Jesus, came to reunite fallen humanity with its Creator through a sinless life, a
sacrificial death, and a miraculous resurrection. The incarnation of God in the person of
Jesus Christ lies at the core of Christian belief. In order to understand the incarnation we
must first grasp the reality of Jesus’ preexistence. Because Jesus existed before time He
is our timeless, eternal God.

The incarnation has its foundation
in the divine nature of Jesus Christ (1:1-2).
Leading up to his description of the incarnation of Jesus Christ, John lays the
foundation of Jesus’ divine nature. Jesus is the “Word”—eternal, personal, and divine.
Jesus as the “Word” underscores His eternality (1:1a).
“In the beginning was the Word.” This One who is designated as the “Word” was
already in existence at the beginning of time, at the beginning of creation. “Word”
(Greek “Logos”) is a significant title for Jesus. To the Greek mind it implied reason and
intellect. To the Hebrew mind it embraced revelation, truth, and creative power (compare
Psalm 33:6; 119:105; Isaiah 55:11). In John 1:1, therefore, “Word” embodies the concept
of the reasoned revelation of God to His creation, the ultimate expression of who He is—
His very own personal essence. The “Word” is not merely a personification of the
attributes of reason and revelation, but the personal presence of the One who is reason
and who reveals Himself to us. This “Word” existed prior to creation and is, in fact,
eternal God.
Jesus as the “Word” underscores His personality (1:1b).
“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God.” This preexistent
person, this “Word,” was eternally “with” God. This statement refers to a face to face
relationship. It demands personality. The Word and God enjoy interaction, fellowship,
companionship, even oneness. The Word was with God.
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Jesus as the “Word” underscores His deity (1:1c).
“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was
God.” Not only was there a personal relationship between the Word and God, there was
perfect union. The Word was God. The Greek construction of this statement won’t
allow us to say “God was the Word,” nor “the Word was a god.” God is not, in His
totality, subsumed under the title “Word.” Neither was the Word simply one of many
lesser gods. John is careful to craft his statement in such a way as to uphold a triune
understanding of God. Within the Trinity exists the Word. He is divine. He is God, as is
the Father and the Spirit.
Jesus as the “Word” underscores the trinity (1:2).
“He was with God in the beginning.” John reemphasizes the relationship between
the Word and God. The Word was already with God at the beginning of time and
creation. The Word existed as God and in fellowship with God. We would today say
that the Word is the second person of the trinity, God the Son. The Son and the Father
along with the Holy Spirit enjoyed intimate fellowship throughout eternity past. There is
plurality in oneness. God is One, yet He exists as three distinct persons—the Father, the
Son, and the Holy Spirit. It’s God the Son who is the subject of John’s Gospel. God the
Son—the Word—became flesh and lived among us (John 1:14).

The incarnation has its purpose
in the creative act of Jesus Christ (1:3).
In order for the Word to enter His creation, there had to be a creation. The
motivation for this act of incarnation was the Word’s love for His creation, for fallen
humanity.
Jesus was the divine agent in the work of creation (1:3a).
“Through him all things were made.” Everything that exists came into existence
through the active agency of the divine Word. Jesus Christ was not only preexistent, but
He was also the member of the Triune Godhead who created the physical universe and its
inhabitants. This fact is reiterated by Paul (Colossians 1:16) and the writer of Hebrews
(Hebrews 1:2). The first chapter of Genesis describes the created order as coming into
existence by the command of God—He spoke and it existed. To speak is to employ
words. God the Father employed God the Son—the Word—in bringing all creation into
existence.
Jesus is separate and distinct from His creation (1:3b).
“Without him nothing was made that has been made.” Everything that exists
apart from God Himself came into existence by the creative act of the Word, Jesus Christ.
This means that the Word Himself is distinct and separate from His creation. Jesus is not
7

the first of created beings. He is the Creator of all created beings. Therefore, there was
never a time when Jesus Christ didn’t exist. To be sure, He existed in His deity only. It
wasn’t until a point in time that Jesus existed as a man. Through the incarnation eternal
God became a man. But He never ceased to be eternal God. Jesus is separate and
distinct from His creation, yet He entered His creation through the miracle of the
incarnation. He entered His creation because His creation desperately needed Him. We
needed Him.

The incarnation has its fulfillment
in the life-giving power of Jesus Christ (1:4-5).
The Word entered the world to save us from our sins, to give us life that only He
could give.
Jesus possesses life inherently as the self-existent God (1:4a).
“In him was life.” God is a living God. The Word—Jesus Christ—is the true and
living God. He possesses life as an essential quality of His existence. No one gave God
life. In Him “was” life, always. God is self-existent. He is the great “I Am.” Because
the Word is God, the Word is self-existent. He is alive. He is life.
Jesus offers spiritual light and life to all humankind (1:4b).
“In him was life, and that life was the light of men.” We live only at the pleasure
of God. He alone grants and sustains life. But John has more than physical life in mind.
He is describing spiritual life. Spiritual life is like light. It dispels darkness. It replaces
sin and death. Jesus’ life is the light of humanity, of all humankind. Although not all
people will receive that light (John 1:11), all people have access to that light. Everyone is
invited to enter into eternal life through Jesus Christ. The tragedy is that so many reject
the light.
Jesus is greater than the spiritual darkness prevalent throughout the world (1:5).
“The light shines in the darkness, but the darkness has not overcome it.” The
spiritual light that offers life is presently shining in the spiritual darkness of this world
and of human hearts. The message of God’s grace and forgiveness reaches around the
globe. This spiritual light—Jesus—is greater than the spiritual darkness. The darkness
hasn’t yet nor will it ever overcome the light. The term “overcome” could also be
translated “understand,” but comprehension of the message of Jesus doesn’t seem to be at
the heart of John’s message. The heart of his message is receptivity and power. Jesus’
life was characterized by power over darkness. He healed the sick and cast out demons.
Darkness didn’t overcome the light and it never will. Jesus is greater than the spiritual
darkness that’s prevalent in the world. He is light and life. He is God. He is eternal god.
He is God among us, the incarnate God, our Savior.
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The Incarnation of Jesus Christ
(John 1:6-18)
Jesus is one of a kind! There is no one in the universe like Him. He is unique.
Only Jesus is God and man in one. John emphasizes Jesus’ uniqueness with phrases such
as “the true light,” “only begotten,” and “the only begotten God.” Jesus’ uniqueness lies
in the event called the incarnation. Prior to the incarnation Jesus was fully God, as are
the Father and the Spirit. Through the incarnation Jesus combined full deity with a
sinless human nature and became the unique God-man. Since then He has been and
always will be God and man in one. He is as much God as if He’d never become a man
and as much human as if He’d never been God—He is the only God incarnate. His
incarnation has eternal ramifications for us. Without an eternal, divine sacrifice our sins
would rest upon our own shoulders forever. Without a human substitute our sins would
cling to us through all eternity. Only God could make an eternal sacrifice and only a
human could die for human sins. Jesus is God and man in one, the uniquely perfect
redeemer, our Savior and our Lord. Because God became a man in Jesus Christ, we can
be reunited in an eternal relationship with God.

Jesus was unique in His arrival—God the Son penetrated
human experience and history, bringing spiritual light (1:6-9).
The uniqueness of Jesus began with His arrival in human form. God the Son
became a man. He had a unique forerunner, a unique nature, and a unique ministry.
John the Baptist became the prophetic forerunner of Jesus, testifying to Jesus as the
true light (1:6-8).
John, the disciple of Jesus and the author of this Gospel, here introduces another
man named John, John the Baptist. Having presented the eternal preexistence of the
Word outside of time and space, John the author now links the Word with time and space
by referring to Jesus’ forerunner, John the Baptist. John the Baptist burst on the scene of
human history as a prophet sent by God. His mission was to testify to the unique Son of
God, the “light” (compare verses 4-5). Through John’s testimony all who heard him had
an opportunity to believe that God had sent His Son into the world. John was a powerful
prophet, but he wasn’t himself the light. His mission was to point people to the light.
John was careful to direct attention away from himself and to point people to Jesus, the
light, the Lamb of God.
Jesus came into the world as the true light who gives light to everyone (1:9).
The focus of John the Baptist’s message was Jesus. Jesus was the true light who
came into the world. He existed before the world. He created the world. He then
entered the world through the incarnation. In so doing, Jesus as the true light shined light
on everyone. He dispelled spiritual darkness by His very presence in this world.
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Jesus was unique in His rejection—God the Son goes
largely unrecognized and rejected by the world He created (1:10-11).
We would expect that God entering the world would be welcomed and worshiped.
But Jesus wasn’t welcomed. He went unrecognized by His creation and was rejected by
His own people.
Even though Jesus came into the world, the world didn’t recognize Him for who He
was (1:10).
The eternal Word entered the world, the same world that came into existence
through His creative act. However, the world failed to recognize its Creator. It failed to
enter into a knowledgeable relationship with Him. Jesus simply didn’t fit humankind’s
preconceptions of deity.
Even though Jesus came into His own creation, His own people didn’t receive Him
(1:11).
Jesus came to His “own” but His “own” didn’t receive Him. John the author here
uses specific inflections of the word “own” to drive home his point. Jesus came to His
own creation (the first “own” is a neuter noun, implying things or property). However,
even though Jesus came into His own world, His own people (the second “own” is a
masculine noun, referring to people) refused to receive Him. Jesus was unique in His
arrival and unique in His rejection. His own people, whom He had created and who were
now connected with Him by blood, failed to recognize Him and in fact rejected Him.
That rejection eventually took the form of a cross.

Jesus was unique in His authority—God the Son offers
a meaningful spiritual relationship to all who receive Him by faith (1:12-13).
Even though Jesus’ own people failed to recognize or receive Him, He still
possessed the authority of eternal God. He has the authority to save us, to make us
children of God.
Jesus grants the privilege of becoming children of God to all who receive Him by faith
(1:12).
Jesus’ own people, the Jewish nation of the first century, rejected Him as their
Messiah. Many people of all races have encountered Jesus down through the centuries
and chosen likewise to reject Him and His authority over their lives. But many have
received Jesus by faith. John here declares the gospel message in its simplest terms:
anyone who receives Jesus, that is, believes in His name becomes a child of God. To
believe and to receive are cast as synonymous concepts. When by an act of faith we
acknowledge that Jesus is who He claimed to be, God in the flesh who died and rose
again, we enter into an eternal relationship with God. Jesus grants us eternal life. He
10

alone has the authority to do so, and He gives us the authority to claim such a wonderful
relationship with God.
Those who receive Jesus aren’t born into God’s family through natural means but
through a supernatural rebirth (1:13).
John is careful to describe the new birth into God’s family as a supernatural act of
God. No one becomes a child of God through physical birth (literally “out of blood”), as
if a certain tribe of people are automatically united with God based on their heritage. The
new birth doesn’t occur like a physical birth, through a human decision (literally “out of
the will of the flesh”) based on a husband’s intentions of having a child (literally “out of
the will of a husband”). Physical birth comes about because of physical processes and
human decisions. But spiritual birth is a spiritual work of God. When we put our faith in
Jesus, God births new life in us. The Holy Spirit regenerates us. We become alive
spiritually as children of God. The invitation to spiritual life is for all—“all who receive
him” become God’s children.

Jesus was unique in His nature—God the Son linked divine glory
with human flesh in order to champion grace and truth (1:14-17).
The uniqueness of Jesus Christ is evident in the incarnation. God became a man.
The eternal Word became a finite human being without losing the attributes of His deity.
The eternal Word became human, lived among people, and revealed the glory of God
(1:14).
The incarnation is both a miracle and a mystery. “The Word became flesh.” The
Word, the second person in the triune Godhead, the eternal Son of God became a human
being. This was no mere appearance as a human but a genuine joining of human and
divine in one unique person. Theologians describe Jesus as the God-man. He never
surrendered His deity with all its power and splendor. Yet He took on a perfect human
existence with its physical realities and limitations. The union was so complete that Jesus
is God and man in one unified person. As such Jesus “made his dwelling” or literally
“tabernacled” among us. He pitched His tent in our world and lived a human life in the
midst of human existence. In this way Jesus’ followers witnessed Jesus’ glory, “the glory
of the One and Only” or “only begotten” who came from the Father. The term translated
“One and Only” or “only begotten” doesn’t refer to a time of origin. Jesus preexisted
eternally. Instead it refers to priority and uniqueness. Jesus is the only one of His kind!
As the incarnate God, Jesus is “full of grace and truth.” Those who, like John the author,
encountered Jesus on earth were impressed with Jesus’ teaching, authority, and grace. He
is unique. His truth and grace continue to impress people today, especially those who
receive Him by faith.
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John the Baptist testified to the preexistence and preeminence of Jesus Christ (1:15).
John the Baptist, the prophetic forerunner of Jesus, testified to Jesus in a similar
way. He declared to the crowds that he himself wasn’t the Messiah but that the Messiah
was coming. This Messiah, whom John identified as Jesus, surpassed John in greatness
because Jesus existed before John. Jesus is eternal God. John the Baptist consistently
testified to the preexistence and preeminence of Jesus.
Because of Jesus’ divine nature He granted grace and truth to His followers (1:16-17).
Jesus came “full of grace and truth” (verse 14). Therefore, from the fullness of
His very being we receive “grace upon grace” or one blessing on top of another. In
contrast to Moses, who revealed the Law to God’s people, Jesus embodied the grace and
truth of God. The Law was necessary in its day to help God’s people understand the high
holiness of God and our inability to measure up to His holiness. Grace and truth are
necessary because we depend on God’s grace due to our sinful inability to match His
holy standard. Jesus embodied truth—He taught the truth of God and its application to
life in this world. He also embodied grace. Through faith in Jesus we enter into the
grace of God and receive eternal life.

Jesus was unique in His mission—God the Son reveals
to us the person and character of the unseen God (1:18).
Because Jesus is unique in who He is it’s not surprising to discover that He was
unique in His mission on earth. He came into this world to reveal the nature of God in
human terms.
By His very nature God is invisible to the human senses (1:18a).
God is spirit, but we are physical. We can’t see the invisible God with our
physical eyes. Therefore, no one has truly seen God. Some, like Moses, have seen God’s
glory or the effects of His presence, but no one has truly seen God.
Through the incarnation Jesus has revealed God to us (1:18b).
Jesus was unique in His mission. He came in order to reveal the invisible God to
human eyes and hearts. John the author describes Jesus here as “the only begotten God,”
or as many Greek manuscripts record it “the only begotten Son.” As in verse 14, “only
begotten” refers to uniqueness, not origin. Jesus is unique as God in the flesh. He exists
in unity with God the Father, being “in the lap” or “at the side” of the Father, an
expression of the closest possible relationship. Jesus, who is one with God the Father,
came into the world to make the Father known—to “exegete,” lead out, explain, or reveal
the Father. What we can’t see—God—has been revealed to us in physical terms in the
person of Jesus Christ. To see Jesus is to see the Father (John 14:9). To understand God
we need look no further than Jesus! He is unique, God in the flesh—our Savior.
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The Ministry of John the Baptist
(John 1:19-34)
John the Baptist had a unique and powerful ministry. He was the forerunner of
Jesus Christ, the promised Messiah. John’s ministry included a message of repentance
through which he challenged people to turn back to God. But his ministry, according to
the Gospel of John, also focused on identifying Jesus Christ and pointing people toward
Him. John 1:6-8 says that John the Baptist came as “a witness to testify concerning that
light,” Jesus Christ. John 1:15 tells us that John the Baptist pointed others to Jesus as his
preexistent superior, the Son of God. John 1:19-34 presents a more complete description
of the ministry of John the Baptist. This passage describes events that took place after
John had baptized Jesus and after Jesus had spent forty days in the wilderness resisting
Satan’s most intense temptations. John had been telling the people about Jesus. Now he
would again point people to the Savior. While John’s ministry was unique, it is
paralleled in the Christian’s experience today. We, like John, are to point people to Jesus
Christ. Pointing others to Jesus is our highest privilege because Jesus died for us. He is
the “Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world.” When we recognize Jesus as
our Savior, we’ll want to change the way we live and we’ll want to point others to Him.

We need to recognize the superiority of Jesus Christ
and our own position as servants (1:19-28).
First, we need to recognize the superiority of Jesus Christ. John the Baptist
readily acknowledged that Jesus was far greater than he was. When we acknowledge
Jesus’ greatness, His superior standing in the universe, we’ll also see more clearly our
position as His servants. This was John’s experience.
Our lives should point others to the Lord Jesus Christ.
News of John’s ministry had spread throughout the towns and villages of Judea,
including the hub of religious activity—Jerusalem. After John baptized Jesus, that news
must have spread as well. The Jewish leaders in Jerusalem began to feel the pressure of
John’s ministry and sent a delegation of priests and Levites to enquire about John’s
identity. John eagerly confessed (John the apostle states this twice in verse 20 for
emphasis) that he was not the Christ, the Messiah, the promised Anointed one from God.
The Jewish leaders were probably relieved to hear this, but wanted more information.
They asked, “Are you Elijah?” The prophecy in Malachi 4:5 promised that Elijah would
come before the arrival of God’s Messiah. Was John the fulfillment of this prophecy?
John denied being Elijah. It’s interesting that Jesus later identified John as Elijah, the
fulfillment of Malachi’s prophecy (Matthew 17:12-13). John was indeed the fulfillment
of Malachi’s prophecy. He was a prophet whose ministry reflected the spirit and the
power of Elijah (Luke 1:17). So Jesus could accurately identify John the Baptist as
Elijah. But the Jewish leaders seemed to be asking whether or not John was the original
Elijah raised from the dead. Therefore, John’s response was accurate. He was not Elijah
raised from the dead. Next, the priests and Levites asked if John was “the Prophet,” a
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reference to a Moses-like prophet promised in Deuteronomy 18:15. This “Prophet” was
the Messiah, though the Jews were uncertain whether or not this Prophet might be a
separate individual. John again denied being identified as the second Moses. This left
the Jewish enquirers dissatisfied. They pressed John for an answer. “Who are you?” At
this point, John pointed them to Jesus. John’s identity was wrapped up in the person of
Jesus Christ. This is still true today of all of Jesus’ followers. Our identity is wrapped up
in Jesus. Our lives should point others to Him.
Our lives should reflect genuine personal humility.
John’s response to the pressing questions of the Jewish leaders was a humble
response. “I am the voice of one calling in the desert, ‘Make straight the way for the
Lord.’” These words echoed the words of Isaiah 40:3. John considered himself to be
nothing more than the herald of Jesus Christ. His name, his identity mattered little
compared to the greatness of the Lord. Isaiah’s word for “Lord” is the ancient name for
God, “Yahweh.” John was preparing the way for Yahweh God to arrive on the scene.
Jesus is God in the flesh.
The Jewish leaders asked John what right he had to baptize people with water,
since John was not the Messiah, or Elijah, or the second Moses. John never defended his
practice. Indeed, he needed to offer no defense. John was fulfilling his call from God.
But John again pointed these enquirers to Jesus. John said that Jesus had come, one
whom these leaders didn’t yet know, one who was so worthy that John did not deem
himself worthy to untie His sandals. This interchange took place where John had been
baptizing, on the far side of the Jordan River at a place called Bethany. There, John
demonstrated genuine humility in pointing the attention away from himself and on to
Jesus. Like John, our lives should reflect genuine personal humility. Like John, our lives
should point others to Jesus. When we recognize the superiority of Jesus Christ, we’ll
see more clearly our own position as servants.

We need to recognize the sacrifice of Jesus Christ
and our own position as sinners (1:29-31).
Second, we need to recognize the sacrifice of Jesus Christ. John the Baptist
pointed others to Jesus and he told them that Jesus was the Lamb of God “who takes
away the sin of the world.”
Jesus is the sacrificial Lamb of God.
The Old Testament is filled with descriptions of sacrifices. Especially gripping is
the description of the sacrificial Passover lamb. Exodus 12:1-13 presents the historical
setting for the Passover. The Israelites were held in slavery, but God was about to send a
final plague on their Egyptian captors that would bring about Israel’s freedom. That
night God would strike down the firstborn of everyone in Egypt. The Israelites were to
take a spotless lamb, kill it, and spread its blood on their doorposts. This would set apart
their homes as belonging to God and would protect them from the final plague. Sacrifice
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has always been a part of the redeeming work of God. Hebrews 9:22 explains that
“without the shedding of blood there is no forgiveness.” The penalty for sin is death.
Animal sacrifices served as a reminder of this penalty and pointed ahead to the true and
perfect sacrifice, Jesus Christ. Jesus became our sacrificial lamb when He died on the
cross. Through His death, our sins can be forgiven. The day after John the Baptist had
answered the questions of the Jewish leaders, Jesus returned from His forty days of
testing in the wilderness. As Jesus approached John, John declared, “Look, the Lamb of
God who takes away the sin of the world” (verse 29). John the Baptist pointed to Jesus
as the sacrificial Lamb of God.
Jesus is the preexistent Son of God.
John also described Jesus as preexistent. John had been telling the people that he
was preparing the way for someone greater, one who was soon to come on the scene, one
who had now arrived. Jesus surpassed John in greatness because, as John said, “he was
before me” (v. 30). John was born before Jesus. John began his public ministry before
Jesus. But Jesus “was before” John in existence because Jesus is the preexistent, eternal
Son of God. Because of Jesus’ eternal nature, His sacrifice on the cross was sufficient for
the countless sins of the whole world.
Jesus is the promised Messiah of Israel.
John the Baptist again, in verse 31, describes his ministry. He came to point
others to Jesus. John said that he didn’t know who the Messiah was, but he knew that
God would reveal Him to Israel. The nation of Israel had been anticipating the arrival of
their Messiah. John’s ministry was to identify that Messiah and point others to Him.
When John baptized Jesus, and when he saw the Holy Spirit descend on Jesus, he knew
that Jesus was the promised Messiah. The Messiah, Jesus Christ, would deliver God’s
people and in fact the whole world from their sins. He would be the perfect, sinless
sacrificial lamb. We need to recognize our position as sinners in God’s sight and look to
Jesus Christ by faith as our saving sacrifice.

We need to recognize the Sonship of Jesus Christ
and our own position as witnesses (1:32-34).
Third, we need to recognize the Sonship of Jesus Christ, His unique and distinct
identity within the triune Godhead. Then we, like John the Baptist, are to testify to Jesus
Christ as witnesses of His saving grace.
Jesus Christ has an eternal relationship within the triune Godhead as co-equal with
the Holy Spirit and God the Father.
John gave his eyewitness testimony about Jesus, describing the scene of Jesus’
baptism. At Jesus’ baptism, John saw the Holy Spirit descend from heaven in the form of
a dove and resting on Jesus. John also testified about the promise he had received from
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God the Father. The Father told John that he would be able to identify the Messiah
through this visible descent of the Holy Spirit. The one on whom the Holy Spirit
descended would be the one who would baptize others, not with water, but with the
Spirit. This baptism of the Holy Spirit did indeed take place after Jesus’ resurrection at
the birth of the church on the day of Pentecost (Acts 2:1-4). John didn’t know that Jesus
was the Messiah until he baptized Jesus and saw the Holy Spirit descend on Him. But
then John could testify to Jesus’ divinely appointed purpose. He could also testify to
Jesus’ divine nature, because Jesus has an eternal relationship within the triune Godhead.
He is co-equal with the Holy Spirit and God the Father. At Jesus’ baptism, the members
of the trinity are identified together—the Father spoke from heaven, the Son stood
incarnate among the people, and the Holy Spirit descended from heaven as a dove. This
event, and the subsequent testimony of John the Baptist, reinforces our understanding of
the triune nature of God. Jesus is God in the flesh.
Jesus Christ has a distinct identity within the triune Godhead as the Son of God.
John gave his eyewitness testimony about Jesus’ baptism and the visible
appearance of the Holy Spirit. Now John testified to the distinct identity of Jesus as the
Son of God. This title for Jesus refers to His deity and His distinct identity within the
triune Godhead. Our God is one God who exists in trinity. The three persons of the
triune Godhead are one in essence, yet distinct persons—the Father, the Son, and the
Holy Spirit. Jesus’ position as Son indicates an intimacy of relationship with the
Godhead, and upholds His identity as God in the flesh. It is this incarnate God, Jesus
Christ, to whom John the Baptist directed his ministry. John pointed others to Jesus,
testifying to His saving power and authority. We, as followers of Jesus Christ, are to
follow John’s example by witnessing to the saving power of Jesus Christ in our lives.
John the Baptist performed an essential ministry by identifying to God’s people
the one who was the promised Messiah. John prepared the way for Yahweh God to come
on the scene of human history. He identified Jesus as the Messiah and as God in the
flesh. He pointed people to Jesus. This is the ongoing privilege of all who have received
Jesus Christ by faith. We have the privilege of pointing others to Jesus, to His saving
work in our lives, to His help and strength in our most difficult situations, and to His
goodness in all that He’s provided for us. Pointing others to Jesus—that was the ministry
of John the Baptist and that is the ongoing ministry of Jesus’ followers today.
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Jesus Calls His First Disciples
(John 1:35-42)
A disciple is a follower, a student, an apprentice to a master teacher. John the
Baptist had his followers, his disciples. He taught his disciples that someone else, a man
named Jesus, was the promised Messiah and the divine Son of God. One day John saw
Jesus and pointed Him out as the Lamb of God who would take away the sins of the
world (John 1:29). The following day John again saw Jesus passing by and pointed Him
out to two of his disciples. Those two disciples of John the Baptist began to follow Jesus.
They became Jesus’ first disciples. Their interest in Jesus, coupled with Jesus’ invitation
for them to join Him, reflects our opportunity to become followers of Jesus today. Jesus
invites us, like them, to “come and see” who He is. We, like them, must take that first
step toward Jesus, toward becoming one of His modern day disciples. Jesus wants us to
know all about Him so that we’ll really follow Him. This passage reminds us that, as
disciples, we’re to follow Jesus as a way of life and we’re to bring others to Jesus.

Disciples follow Jesus (1:35-39).
It seems almost too obvious to say, but disciples follow Jesus. We follow His
way of thinking, His way of living, His mission and His methods. But too often those
who claim to be followers of Jesus don’t really conform their lives to His. True disciples
follow their Master.
Jesus is the Messianic Lamb of God (1:35-36).
John’s gospel presents a quick series of events. John the Baptist had responded to
the questions of some of the Pharisees regarding his identity, pointing them to Jesus.
“The next day” (verse 29) John saw Jesus and testified that Jesus is both the Lamb of
God and the Son of God. “The next day” (verse 35) after that John pointed Jesus out to
two of his own disciples who consequently left to follow Jesus. “The next day” (verse
43) Jesus decided to leave Judea and return to Galilee. These four days were pivotal as
Jesus initiated His public ministry.
On that third day of this sequence John the Baptist and two of his disciples saw
Jesus passing by. John again pointed Jesus out as “the Lamb of God” to these two
disciples. In essence, John was encouraging them to follow Jesus instead of remaining
with him. John had a clear understanding of his role as the forerunner of the Messiah and
he was eager to point others to Jesus.
Jesus is worthy to be followed (1:37).
John the Baptist had declared that Jesus was the Messiah. Jesus was worthy to be
followed. John’s two disciples took his cue and began to follow Jesus. In fact, the Greek
tense of the verb “followed” here indicates a decided commitment. These two disciples
of John would now become disciples of Jesus. Jesus is indeed worthy to be followed. He
deserves our deepest commitment and our strongest devotion.
17

Jesus invites us to come and see what He’s all about (1:38-39a).
John’s two disciples now started following Jesus. Jesus turned and took notice of
these two men. He observed that they were intentionally following Him, following Him,
no doubt, with humble anticipation. So Jesus spoke to them, asking them what they were
seeking. He wanted to know what their hearts desired. These two new disciples
addressed Jesus as their highly respected teacher, their “Rabbi” (literally, “Great One”).
They said that they simply wanted to know where Jesus was staying. Where did He
abide? Beyond this simple question, however, was a deeper request. They hoped that
Jesus would invite them to join Him. They wanted to abide in the place—both physically
and spiritually—where Jesus abode. They wanted to be with Jesus.
Jesus responded as these two men had hoped. He said, “Come and see.” “Come”
was an invitation to follow. “See” was an invitation to explore. The verb “see” in some
Greek manuscripts is a future tense, meaning “you will see.” But in many manuscripts
the verb form is an imperative, a strong invitation for these two disciples to see who Jesus
was and learn from Him. Jesus continues to invite people to “come and see” what He’s
all about. We can learn about Jesus as we learn to follow Him.
Jesus eagerly spends time with those who spend time with Him (1:39b).
The two new disciples accepted Jesus’ invitation. They “went” and they “saw”
where Jesus was staying. In fact, they spent extended time with Jesus. The text notes
that it was about the “tenth” hour of the day when this conversation took place. In John’s
gospel this means either 10:00 in the morning or 4:00 in the afternoon. In either case
Jesus spent the rest of the day with these two new disciples. He eagerly invested time in
His followers. Those who are willing to spend time with Him are rewarded with His
loving, attentive care. Disciples follow Jesus.

Disciples bring others to Jesus (1:40-42).
Disciples not only follow Jesus—they bring others to Jesus as well. Since it’s
abundantly worthwhile to follow Jesus it’s also worthwhile to tell others about Him. This
was exactly what Jesus’ first disciples did.
When we’ve discovered Jesus, we’ll want to bring others to Him (1:40-42a).
At last we learn the name of one of these first two disciples of Jesus—Andrew.
Because Andrew alone is mentioned by name in this encounter he is credited with being
Jesus very first disciple! It’s likely that the other disciple was John, the author of this
gospel. John never refers to himself by name in his gospel, but the detailed description of
this first encounter with Jesus hints at John’s presence.
Although Andrew was the first of Jesus’ disciples he is known best for being the
brother of Simon Peter. Having heard John the Baptist’s declaration about Jesus and
having begun to follow Jesus as a disciple, Andrew immediately went and found his
brother. Andrew knew that the good news about Jesus was too good to hide. He’d found
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the Messiah and he wanted his brother to share in this joy. Andrew’s first act as a
disciple of Jesus was to find Simon. He told Simon that they had found the long awaited
Messiah (Hebrew) or Christ (Greek)—the Anointed One from God. Andrew then
brought Simon to Jesus. Andrew’s example compels us as Jesus’ disciples today to bring
others to Him. We’ve trusted our lives to Jesus. Now we must entrust our friends and
family members to Him.
When we bring others to Jesus, He begins to transform their lives (1:42b).
Simon would eventually become the primary leader among Jesus’ disciples, but
he would need to first experience Jesus’ molding and modeling work in his life. When
Andrew introduced his brother to Jesus, Jesus changed Simon’s name. He did so to
indicate a change that would take place in Simon’s life. Jesus was about to begin a
transforming work in Simon. Simon, as Jesus acknowledged, was the son of a man
named John (or Jonas). However, Jesus would refer to Simon as Peter (or Cephas in
Aramaic), the “Rock.” Peter would become a stable, solid man of God and a foundation
to Jesus’ work. Simon wouldn’t grow to be Peter immediately. Transformation takes
time. But Jesus saw what Peter would become and renamed him in order to express His
anticipation of the changes that would take place in Peter’s life. Jesus now had three
disciples—Andrew, John, and Peter. The next day He would call two more followers. In
each case Jesus would do a life transforming work. When come to Jesus, He changes our
lives. When we bring others to Jesus, He changes their lives as well. Disciples follow
Jesus and they bring others to Jesus. Jesus still invites us to “come and see.” He wants
us to know all about Him so that we’ll really follow Him.
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Jesus Calls More Disciples
(John 1:43-51)
Jesus was about to launch His public ministry. Having identified His first three
disciples on the previous day (Andrew, Peter, and probably John), Jesus now added to
His party two more disciples—Philip and Nathanael. From the very beginning of His
public ministry Jesus set out to train others. Those who want to follow Jesus’ example
will both serve the needs of people and train others to serve. Jesus continues to extend
the invitation, “Follow me.” We can accept His invitation to become His followers, His
modern day disciples. To do so, we’ll want to make an informed decision about Jesus.
We need to come to the realization that Jesus is God in the flesh, the Messianic Son of
God. When we realize who Jesus is we’ll realize that we simply must follow Him.

Disciples encourage others to make
an informed decision about Jesus (1:43-46).
Jesus extended an invitation to Philip to follow Him. Philip in turn reached out to
Nathanael and invited Him to discover and follow Jesus.
Jesus continues to invite people to follow Him as His disciples (1:43).
The day after Jesus welcomed His first three disciples into His ministry circle He
decided to return from Judea to Galilee. He took this opportunity to invite a fourth
disciple, Philip. How Jesus knew Philip isn’t recorded. Philip may have been another
disciple of John the Baptist or he may have been an acquaintance of Peter and Andrew,
since they came from the same town in Galilee. Jesus found Philip and extended that
simple, powerful invitation, “Follow me.” Jesus extends this same invitation to us today
through His Word and through His people. We can become followers of Jesus Christ.
Disciples have a clear and growing understanding of who Jesus is (1:44-45).
Philip, as the text notes, was from Bethsaida, the same town as were Peter and
Andrew. Although Peter and Andrew carried on their fishing trade from Capernaum,
nearby Bethsaida appears to have been their home town. The name “Bethsaida” means
“house of fishing,” an appropriate name for a town located near the shore of the Sea of
Galilee. We know very little about Philip apart from this passage and three others in the
Gospel of John. In John 6:5-7 Jesus specifically asked Philip where they could buy bread
to feed the five thousand, testing Philip and stretching his faith. Philip quickly did the
math and indicated that it would take too much money to buy bread for everyone. Jesus,
of course, went on to miraculously feed the crowd. In John 12:20-22 we read that an
entourage of Greeks approached Philip in order to secure an introduction to Jesus. Philip
sought Andrew’s assistance in making these introductions. Finally, in John 14:8-9 Philip
asked Jesus to show them God the Father, and Jesus gently rebuked Philip for not
recognizing that seeing Jesus was tantamount to seeing the Father. Apart from these
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references, and Philip’s name listed among the twelve disciples, we know nothing about
his life.
We do know from John 1:45 that Philip, having been invited by Jesus to become a
disciple, went and found a man named Nathanael. He told Nathanael that they had found
the Messiah. Philip referred to Jesus as the one described by Moses in the Law (compare
Deuteronomy 18:15) and by the prophets in their writings. This promised Messiah was
none other than Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph (at least Joseph’s son in legal terms).
Philip had a clear understanding of Jesus’ identity, both as a man and as the Messiah. As
Jesus’ disciples today, we need to be confident in our understanding of who He is. Jesus
is God in the flesh, the Son of God, the Messiah and Savior.
Disciples gently counter skepticism with an invitation to explore the truth (1:46).
The mention of Nazareth raised Nathanael’s eyebrows. “Can anything good come
from Nazareth?” he asked. Nathanael was himself from Cana, a small town in Galilee
near Nazareth (John 21:2). He knew that Nazareth was a backwater village with no
prophetic or historic claim to fame. Nathanael may have even harbored a bit of small
town rivalry, doubting the claim that the Messiah would come from Nazareth. Philip
wisely didn’t argue the point with Nathanael. Instead Philip simply invited Nathanael to
find out more about Jesus for himself. “Come and see,” Philip said (compare John 1:39).
When people are skeptical about Jesus we don’t have to convince them with arguments.
We can simply invite them to explore the truth. God will work through our gentle
invitation. Disciples encourage others to make an informed decision about Jesus.

Disciples recognize Jesus
as the divine Son of God (1:47-51).
Nathanael was about to discover that Jesus was all Philip claimed Him to be.
Nathanael would quickly be convinced that Jesus is the divine Son of God.
Jesus knows us at the deepest level of our character (1:47).
Jesus saw Nathanael approaching and immediately addressed him with a lofty
compliment. “Look, truly an Israelite in whom there is no deceit,” Jesus said. Nathanael,
like all Jews, was a descendant of Israel, known also as Jacob. Jacob had been a
deceiver. Nathanael, however, was sincere in heart. He was probably anxiously awaiting
the arrival of God’s promised Messiah. When Jesus first saw Nathanael He
acknowledged Nathanael’s wholesome character. Jesus knows our hearts. He recognizes
upright character as well as our character flaws. He knows everything about us because
He is the divine Son of God.
Jesus knows our every action (1:48).
Nathanael was taken aback by Jesus’ greeting and asked how Jesus knew him.
Apparently Nathanael had never met Jesus before this encounter. Jesus responded by
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revealing a seemingly mundane fact about Nathanael. He said, “I saw you under the fig
tree before Philip called you.” Nathanael must have been resting under the shade of a fig
tree, possibly even contemplating spiritual questions in his mind, when Philip found him
and invited him to come and see Jesus. Jesus could have known this fact only by
supernatural awareness. Jesus is all knowing. He knows where we are, what we’re
doing, everything about us. He is God.
Jesus is the Messianic Son of God (1:49).
Nathanael was stunned by Jesus’ response. He immediately recognized in Jesus
someone greater than he had expected. He saw in Jesus the true Messiah. Nathanael
called Jesus “Rabbi” and declared that Jesus was the Son of God and the King of Israel.
As the King of Israel, Jesus was the rightful Messiah. As the Son of God, Jesus is God in
the flesh. While Nathanael may not have fully recognized the depth of these concepts at
this time he certainly believed that Jesus was the long awaited Messiah. Nathanael’s
declaration of faith catapulted him into a position as one of Jesus’ disciples.
Nathanael is mentioned by name only in this passage and in John 21:2 where we
see him with several of the other disciples fishing shortly after Jesus’ resurrection. His
name never appears in the lists of the twelve disciples in the other Gospels. However,
Matthew 10:3, Mark 3:18, and Luke 6:14 refer to a disciple named Bartholomew next to
Philip’s name. It’s likely that Bartholomew is a second name for Nathanael.
Bartholomew is also mentioned in the list of disciples in Acts 1:13.
Jesus possesses divine, miraculous power (1:50).
Jesus acknowledged Nathanael’s faith (“you believe”) and assured Nathanael that
he would see far greater things than Jesus’ simple display of His omniscience. In fact,
others would witness this miraculous power of Jesus. The phrase “you will see” is
plural, implying that Nathanael along with others would witness these great events. Over
the next three years Jesus would heal the sick, calm a storm, walk on water, feed five
thousand people with five loaves and two fish, cast out demons, and raise the dead. As
God in the flesh Jesus possesses divine, miraculous power.
Jesus is our mediator with God in heaven (1:51).
Jesus went on to tell Nathanael with all sincerity (“truly, truly”) that he would see
heaven itself opened before him and the angels of God ascending and descending on
Jesus. Just as the portal of heaven was opened to Jacob at the beginning of his faith
journey as described in Genesis 28:12, so the portal of heaven would be opened for
Nathanael and the other disciples. They would witness the active presence of God among
them. Jesus referred to Himself as the “son of man,” another Messianic title (compare
Daniel 7:13-14). As God’s Messiah, Jesus would serve as the mediator between the
Father in heaven and God’s people on earth. Jesus proved His divine nature through His
powerful miracles and He alone provides access to heaven as our mediator and Savior.
Disciples recognize Jesus as the divine Son of God. Like Philip and Nathanael, when we
realize who Jesus is we’ll realize that we simply must follow Him.
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Jesus Turns Water into Wine
(John 2:1-12)
Any number of things can go wrong at a wedding. The groom may forget the
rings. The bride may lose her step during her entry. The minister may get the words of
the ceremony mixed up. But nothing could have been more embarrassing at an ancient
wedding than to run out of food and drink. Hospitality in the Middle East during the time
of Jesus was a primary social responsibility. Yet in John 2:1-12 we read of a wedding
where the family ran out of wine. Jesus attended this particular wedding, along with
some of His disciples, but the fault was not theirs. The failure to provide for the needs of
the wedding guests rested with the groom. This wedding day was destined for
embarrassment unless Jesus intervened. John 2:1-12 reveals two aspects of Jesus’
character—His power to perform the miraculous and His tender compassion for those
who are in need. Jesus’ almighty power and His compassionate care form the foundation
of our faith. Jesus can turn water into wine and He can transform our human hearts.

Jesus Christ places
a high value on marriage (2:1-2).
Marriage, while sometimes redefined, will never truly become anything other than
that for which God created it—the union of a man and a woman for a lifetime. By
attending the wedding at Cana, Jesus demonstrated the importance of marriage.
Jesus took time away from an active season of ministry to attend a wedding in Cana
(2:1).
Jesus had been away from Galilee long enough to be baptized by John, to endure
forty days of temptation in the wilderness, and to gather a small band of disciples. Even
though Jesus’ ministry in the Jordan River area was developing nicely, Jesus determined
to leave that region and return to Galilee in order to attend a wedding. “On the third day”
may refer to the time Jesus and His disciples took to travel back to Galilee. In the small
village of Cana, not far from Jesus’ hometown of Nazareth, a wedding was going to take
place. Cana was the hometown of one of Jesus’ new disciples, Nathanael (John 21:2).
Jesus’ mother, Mary, played an active role in the wedding arrangements, hinting that this
wedding may have involved a family member or close friend.
Jesus took His disciples with Him to attend the wedding (2:2).
Jesus along with His disciples had been invited to the wedding. The fact that
Jesus attended this wedding indicates that He was happy to enjoy a festive celebration—
He was no social stoic or religious prude. Jesus’ attendance at the wedding in Cana also
proved His endorsement of marriage as a God ordained institution. Although Jesus never
married, He placed a high value on marriage. Marriage is truly an honorable estate.
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Jesus Christ controls
the timing of His perfect plan (2:3-4).
An ancient eastern wedding feast took place over several days. It’s not surprising,
then, that a social crisis occurred at the wedding in Cana. Mary informed Jesus that the
wine was running low. Jesus’ response was respectful, yet indicated that the timing of
His public ministry rested in the hands of someone higher, the Father in heaven.
Jesus’ mother informed Him that the wedding celebration was running out of wine
(2:3).
The wedding feast wasn’t yet finished, but the wine had run out. Obviously this
wasn’t a life or death situation, but it certainly was a serious concern for the wedded
couple. It’s interesting to observe that Jesus is concerned not just about the dire needs of
life but also the simple needs. Jesus’ mother approached Jesus and informed Him that the
supply of wine was depleted. “They have no more wine.” In this simple statement of a
mother to her unique son we sense a request, a plea. Mary wanted Jesus to resolve the
problem. It was time for Jesus to do something only He could do.
Jesus informed His mother that His time had not yet come (2:4).
Jesus’ reply to His mother was polite and respectful. He called her “woman” in
the most tender sense (compare John 19:26). He then asked, referring to the shortage of
wine, “What is that to me and to you?” This phrase could imply that Jesus had no
responsibility to fulfill His mother’s wishes or to solve the problem at hand. This idea, in
fact, seems supported by His following statement, “My hour has not yet come.” Jesus
knew that He was the Messiah and that His primary purpose was to redeem lost people.
In John 17:1, on the verge of His crucifixion, Jesus stated that His hour had at last come.
Nevertheless, Jesus’ tone with His mother must have communicated His willingness to
grant His mother’s request for help. After all, she didn’t hesitate to instruct the servants
to do what Jesus said. Jesus did in fact resolve the situation at the wedding in Cana, but
He also controlled the timing of His public, messianic ministry.

Jesus Christ deserves
our most devoted obedience (2:5-7).
The servants at the wedding in Cana found themselves in a stretching, yet
wondrous situation. They obeyed Jesus’ unusual instructions, setting for us an example
of trusting obedience.
Jesus’ mother instructed the servants to do anything Jesus said (2:5).
Mary knew that Jesus would intervene, though it’s not at all certain she knew how
He would do so. But she knew that Jesus was God’s Son. She knew that He could do
anything. Mary told the servants to simply obey Jesus. “Do whatever he tells you.” This
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is still good advice for us today. We must do whatever Jesus tells us, without hesitation,
without reservation.
Jesus instructed the servants to fill six available water jars with water (2:6-7).
Jewish ritual required ceremonial washing. Six large stone water jars were
available for the wedding guests for these washings. These jars held “two or three
measures” each, a “measure” being equivalent to between eight and ten gallons. Each
jar, therefore, held roughly between sixteen and thirty gallons of water, for a total of over
90 to 180 gallons. Even for a week long wedding celebration in a small village, this
amounted to a large quantity of wine. Jesus is the Lord of abundance! He told the
servants to fill the jars with water, and the servants obeyed, filling the jars to the very top.
Their actions proved their willingness to obey Jesus completely, not half-heartedly. They
obeyed Jesus without complaining about the work and without hesitating about His
intentions. Jesus deserves our most devoted obedience.

Jesus Christ possesses power
over the processes of nature (2:8-9).
Jesus was about to perform His first miracle. He would turn water into wine, a
miracle proving His power over nature and its processes.
Jesus instructed the servants to take some of the water from the jars and serve it to the
master of the banquet (2:8).
Having filled the water jars with water, the servants at the wedding feast next
heard Jesus say, “Now draw some out and take it to the master of the banquet.” The
master of the banquet served as the host, or the coordinator of events. He would have
been responsible for overseeing the hospitality for the guests at the wedding. Were the
servants really supposed to take water to the master of the banquet? What was Jesus up
to? But these servants readily obeyed Jesus.
By the time the master of the banquet tasted it, Jesus had turned the water into wine
(2:9).
When the master of the banquet put the cup to his lips, the water was no longer
water—it was wine! The host didn’t know where the wine came from, but the servants
were fully aware that Jesus had performed a miracle. Jesus had transformed water into a
different substance altogether, to a liquid that normally takes months and years to age.
Jesus possesses power over the elements and processes of nature. He turned water into
wine.
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Jesus Christ is able to transform the
ordinary into something extraordinary (2:10).
Jesus not only transformed water into wine—He created the best wine. He took
that which is ordinary and made it into something extraordinary.
The master of the banquet commented to the bridegroom that it was common to serve
lesser quality wine as a banquet progressed (2:10a).
Having tasted the wine, the master of the banquet took the bridegroom aside to
offer his compliments. He first commented on the common practice of serving the best
wine at the beginning of a banquet, when the guests will better appreciate its quality.
Cheaper wine was then served after the guests had become somewhat intoxicated,
literally drunk. When their senses were desensitized, the inferior wine would be good
enough.
The master of the banquet complimented the bridegroom on saving the best wine for
last (2:10b).
By contrast, the wine that Jesus made was the best wine. The master of the
banquet commended the bridegroom for serving the best wine last. We can’t help
wonder what the bridegroom thought. What wine? Where did it come from? How had
the wine shortage and the impending social disgrace been resolved? Jesus was the
answer. Jesus turned water into wine. He transformed the ordinary into the
extraordinary, into the best wine. Both in quantity and quality Jesus proved His divine
power. Jesus can do the same with human hearts, transforming ordinary people into
extraordinary children of God.

Jesus Christ deserves
our confident faith (2:11-12).
The response of Jesus’ disciples to this first miracle sets an example for us. Jesus
deserves our faith, our growing, unwavering faith. The disciples observed what had
taken place and they believed in Jesus.
Jesus revealed His glory by turning water into wine and His disciples put their faith in
Him (2:11).
John states that this was Jesus’ first miracle, the first of many more to come-signs that would prove Jesus to be the Son of God (compare John 20:30-31). By
performing this miracle Jesus revealed His glory. He opened Himself to His followers so
that they would recognize His divine nature. His disciples, who were privy to what had
taken place that day in Cana, believed in Jesus. They’d begun a journey of faith and that
faith was now reinforced in their hearts. Likewise, Jesus deserves our confident faith.
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Jesus with His mother, brothers, and disciples went to Capernaum which would
eventually become the base of His miraculous ministry (2:12).
When the wedding banquet was over, Jesus left Cana and went to the village of
Capernaum on the shore of the Sea of Galilee. His mother, brothers, and disciples
accompanied Him. This reference to Jesus’ brothers indicates that Jesus grew up in a
family context. These brothers may have been sons of Joseph by a previous marriage or
sons of Joseph and Mary born after Jesus’ birth. Jesus, His family, and His disciples
stayed in Capernaum for a few brief days before moving on. Jesus had performed a
gracious, joyful miracle in Cana. His almighty power and His compassionate care form
the foundation of our faith. Jesus can turn water into wine and He can transform our
human hearts.
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Jesus Purges the Temple
(John 2:13-25)
Jesus made a bold statement about His messianic and divine authority by purging
the Temple in Jerusalem. He declared Himself to be the unique Son of the Father. He
displayed His zeal as God’s Messiah. He predicted His own resurrection. In
unmistakable terms Jesus made His presence known to the religious leaders. This event
may have been Jesus’ first public act in the Jerusalem as a part of His earthly ministry.
The Synoptic Gospels record a purging of the Temple at the end of Jesus’ ministry, but
John’s record seems to record a similar but distinct event. By purging the Temple of the
merchants and moneychangers, Jesus prioritized worship over worldliness, piety over
profit, God over greed. In a similar way, Jesus wants to purge our hearts of sin, restoring
us to a relationship with God. His example teaches us that our zeal for revering God
should supersede all other priorities in life.

Jesus displayed His divine
zeal by purging the Temple (2:13-17).
Jesus’ act of purging the Temple was motivated by His divine zeal. Jesus was
zealous for the proper reverence toward His Father and toward the Temple as the focal
point of God’s presence.
When Jesus went to Jerusalem for the Passover He found the Temple courts filled with
merchants (2:13-14).
The feast of Passover was approaching, a time when all devout Jews made their
way to Jerusalem. Jesus had accompanied His parents on such journeys as a child. Now,
having inaugurated His public ministry at the Jordan River and then in Galilee, Jesus
arrived in Jerusalem. There, in the Temple courts (the Greek term used in verses 14 and
15 refers to the broader Temple compound) Jesus witnessed what was to Him an
appalling scene. People were selling cattle, sheep, and doves. Others were exchanging
money. The Temple courts had become a market place. The animals were, of course,
sold for sacrificial purposes. The money changers made it convenient for those traveling
from a distance to exchange their currency for that which was acceptable for paying the
Temple tax. In both cases these sales and exchanges brought profit to the merchants and,
likely, a healthy return for the priests at the Temple. The whole scene screamed
irreverence toward God.
Jesus purged the Temple courts, defending the Temple as His Father’s house (2:1516).
Observing this sacrilege, Jesus made a whip out of some of the ropes that may
have been used to tether the cattle and drove the animals out of the Temple courts. He
also sent flying the coins of the money changers, overturning their tables. He ordered
those who were selling doves to take their merchandise away. Jesus then demanded, “Do
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not make my Father’s house into a market house.” The Greek word for “market” gives
us our word “emporium.” The fact that Jesus referred to the Temple as His Father’s
house indicates that Jesus claimed to have a unique relationship with God the Father.
Jesus is God the Son, the second member of the triune godhead. By defending His
Father’s house, Jesus was thereby declaring His deity.
Jesus’ disciples remembered that the Old Testament attributed the Messiah with zeal
for God’s house (2:17).
Psalm 69, a Messianic Psalm, states “Zeal for your house consumes me” (Psalm
69:9). The promised Messiah would be zealous for the house of God. This verse came to
mind when Jesus’ disciples saw what He was doing. Jesus’ zeal, revealed in His
confrontation with the merchants and money changers, was fitting. His righteous
indignation forever serves as a reminder to us that the sacred things of God deserve our
utmost respect, reverence, and protection. In addition, just as Jesus purged the Temple of
that which was unholy, so He can purge our hearts through faith in Him.

Jesus displayed His divine
power by rising from the dead (2:18-22).
Although the resurrection was still a considerable time away, Jesus’ veiled
prediction of this event indicates that He knew from the beginning the path that would
lead to our redemption. He would die for our sins and then rise from the dead, proving
His claim to deity.
The Jewish leaders demanded a sign that would prove Jesus’ right to do what He had
done (2:18).
Understandably, the religious leaders in Jerusalem (John simply calls them “the
Jews”) took offense at Jesus’ actions. By upsetting the money changers’ tables, Jesus had
also upset the prevailing religious climate. These pompous leaders demanded that Jesus
show them some miraculous sign to prove His authority to purge the Temple in this way.
Jesus told the Jewish leaders to destroy the Temple and He would rebuild it in three
days (2:19).
Without hesitation, Jesus answered the religious leaders by challenging them to
“destroy this Temple” (the Greek term for Temple in verses 19-21 refers specifically to
the innermost holy place, the dwelling place of God, in contrast to the Temple courts).
Jesus then claimed that He would raise the Temple in three days. Later accusers would
use these words in a contorted way at His trial leading up to His crucifixion (Matthew
26:61; Mark 14:58).
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The Jewish leaders insisted that such an idea was preposterous since it had taken
decades to build the Temple (2:20).
The Jewish leaders claimed that it had taken forty-six years to build the Temple.
In fact, Herod the Great had undertaken a major renovation of the Temple around 19
B.C., a project that was still under way in Jesus’ day. While the Jews placed a high value
on the appearance of the Temple, they showed little respect for the One for whom the
Temple stood. The Jewish leaders mockingly denied that Jesus could perform such a
miracle as rebuilding the Temple in just three days.
Jesus had actually been referring to His body which would rise from the dead after
three days in the grave (2:21-22).
Jesus had something entirely different in mind when He said that He would raise
the Temple in three days. He was predicting His own resurrection from the dead. The
Jewish leaders would destroy the Temple—His body—by putting Jesus to death. But
Jesus would rise again after three days. After the resurrection, Jesus’ disciples
remembered these words. They realized that Jesus had predicted His own death and
resurrection. This realization brought Jesus’ disciples into a deeper faith in the Scriptures
and in Jesus’ words. Jesus is God. He would prove His deity by rising from the dead.

Jesus displayed His divine
wisdom by evaluating people’s hearts (2:23-25).
Many people believed in Jesus because of the miracles He performed, but their
faith was apparently superficial in many cases. Because He is God, Jesus knows the
nature of the human heart.
Many people witnessed Jesus’ miracles and put their faith in Him (2:23).
Jesus must have performed a number of miracles during His time in Jerusalem,
because these miracles became the basis of belief for many people during the Passover
season. These people put their faith in Jesus’ “name,” that is His character and claims.
Jesus undoubtedly made His deity and messianic identity known at some level.
Jesus was cautious about trusting these people because He fully understands the
nature of the human heart (2:24-25).
Even though people believed in Jesus, Jesus was cautious about believing in them.
He didn’t commit Himself to these early believers because, as John writes, He “knew all
people.” No one had to testify to Jesus about human nature because Jesus “knew” what
resides within people, within the human heart. He knew by experience that people’s
hearts are fickle. Those who believed in Him early on might later turn against Him (as
indeed happened, according to John 6:66). Jesus’ knowledge, while based on experience
with people, was the full knowledge of deity—He knew “all,” all people and all about
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people. By His divine wisdom Jesus evaluates human hearts. He knows our faith, our
fears, and our doubts. However, true faith in Jesus transforms our fears and doubts,
allowing us to follow Him throughout our lives. He purges our hearts through faith and
helps us to revere that which is holy and true. Our zeal for revering God should
supersede all other priorities in life.
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Jesus and Nicodemus
(John 3:1-21)
Arguably the best known verse in the Bible, John 3:16, is found in the context of
Jesus’ nighttime interview with Nicodemus. John 3:16 says that, prompted by His love,
God sent Jesus so that anyone who believes in Jesus can have eternal life. Nicodemus,
like everyone else in every time and place, needed the forgiveness that is only available
through Jesus Christ. He needed to start life over, spiritually speaking. He needed, like
us, to be born again. But what does it mean to be born again? Jesus describes rebirth in
this passage. John 3:1-21 teaches us that we need a second chance at life with God. The
new birth is that second chance. Through faith in Jesus Christ we can start life over with
God, experiencing His forgiveness and receiving eternal life. Let’s consider five facts
about the new birth.

New birth is absolutely
essential for us to enter heaven (3:1-3).
Only John’s Gospel mentions Nicodemus, and it refers to him on three different
occasions. In John 7:50-52 we read that Nicodemus was one of the influential rulers
among the Pharisees and that he urged his fellow Pharisees not to declare judgment on
Jesus without first examining Jesus’ words and works. John 19:39 indicates that
Nicodemus assisted Joseph of Arimathea in burying Jesus after the crucifixion.
Obviously, Nicodemus had a tender attitude toward Jesus and had probably become a
believer. John 3:1-21 introduces Nicodemus as a curious, teachable, and respectful
inquirer. It was to Nicodemus that Jesus presented His teaching on the new birth.
Those who seek after God must seek Him on His terms (3:1-2).
Nicodemus was a Pharisee, that is, a member of an influential minority of Jewish
leaders who were highly respected for their commitment to the Scriptures. He was also a
“ruler” of the Jews, meaning that he belonged to the elite ruling council called the
Sanhedrin. He was, by all measures, an important man in his day, a scholar and a leader.
Nicodemus sought an audience with Jesus. He went to Jesus at night. We need not
speculate on the reason Nicodemus chose this time since the Bible doesn’t give that
information. What is recorded is Nicodemus’ conversation. This influential leader
addressed Jesus respectfully, calling Him “Rabbi,” or teacher. He acknowledged that
Jesus was a teacher who had been sent by God, and based this appraisal on Jesus’ ability
to perform outstanding miraculous signs. Nicodemus, important and influential as he
was, came to Jesus with a humble heart and an open mind. He came to Jesus looking for
answers. His humble attitude is an example to us of how we should approach Jesus. We
need to come to God on His terms, not on our own terms. We dare not go to God with
haughty spirits and hardened hearts, but with humility and openness. God is eager to
accept us, but we must come to Him on His terms.
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Spiritual rebirth, rather than personal reform, is God’s path to salvation (3:3).
Jesus wasted no time getting to the heart of the matter with Nicodemus. He said,
“I tell you the truth, no one can see the kingdom of God unless he is born again.” This
was a bold declaration. It was common for the Jewish people of Jesus’ day, particularly
the Jewish leaders, to assume that they automatically qualified for a place in God’s
kingdom based purely on their natural birth as a part of God’s chosen people. But birth,
even a privileged birth, isn’t enough to get us into heaven. There must be a rebirth. We
must be “born again” or “born from above,” both concepts being possible based on the
Greek term, though the idea of being born “again” seems to have the support of the
context in verse 4. Spiritual rebirth isn’t an option—it’s a requirement for all who want
to be a part of God’s heavenly kingdom. New birth is absolutely essential for us to enter
heaven.

New birth is a spiritual mystery
that produces spiritual life (3:4-8).
But what is new birth? If it’s essential to eternal life, it’s also essential that we
know what new birth is. Nicodemus questioned the nature of new birth, and Jesus
described new birth in terms of a spiritual mystery.
Spiritual rebirth involves the work of God’s Holy Spirit in our lives (3:4-7).
An intelligent scholar, Nicodemus didn’t assume that a man could reenter his
mother’s womb and be born all over again. So his question was an expression of his deep
interest in Jesus’ statement. “How can a man be born when he is old?” he asked. In
other words, “What does being born again mean?”
Jesus elaborated on the new birth by equating it to being born “of water and the
Spirit.” His reference to “water” has been interpreted in various ways, including
Christian baptism, the repentance that is associated with baptism, the Word of God, and
physical birth. Since Jesus goes on to distinguish between “flesh” and “spirit” (verse 6),
it may be preferable to interpret the word “water” as a reference to the natural physical
birth process. In order to enter God’s kingdom, physical birth isn’t enough. We must
also have a spiritual birth. That spiritual birth is the work of the Holy Spirit of God. Just
as our parents gave us physical life, so the Spirit of God gives us spiritual life. Such a
concept, Jesus indicated, shouldn’t have been surprising to Nicodemus, a man steeped in
Old Testament teaching. For example, Ezekiel 36:26-27 describes the divine work of the
Spirit in giving God’s people a new, spiritual heart. Salvation must be a supernatural
work of God.
The Holy Spirit’s regenerating work is mysterious, but very real (3:8).
Because the work of regeneration is a divine work, it’s also a mysterious work.
God the Holy Spirit accomplishes new birth in our hearts in perceptible, though often
inexplicable ways. Jesus uses the wind as an analogy (though the word for “wind” and
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“spirit” are the same in Greek, so Jesus may in fact be simply speaking about the Holy
Spirit). The wind seemingly blows according to its own will. No one can control it. It
blows “where it pleases.” We can’t find its origin, nor can we determine its final
destination. But we can sense its effects. We can hear it and feel it and know that it’s
real. In a similar way, new birth is a work of the Holy Spirit. We can’t possibly
understand all the ways in which the Spirit works in our lives to bring us to the point of
spiritual birth, but we can sense the reality of the new birth. The new birth is mysterious,
but very real. It’s a spiritual mystery that produces spiritual life.

New birth is the result of putting
our personal faith in Jesus Christ (3:9-15).
Since new birth is a spiritual matter involving divine mystery, is there anything
we can know with certainty about it? Yes. Jesus told Nicodemus that, in spite of the
spiritual nature of regeneration, he should be able to comprehend the concept. In fact, we
can each understand the idea of new birth because it parallels physical realities and
biblical events.
By virtue of His deity, Jesus Christ is the only source of absolute authority (3:9-13).
One aspect of new birth that we should grasp is the fact that it rests in Jesus
Christ, our divine source of absolute truth and authority. Nicodemus, still puzzled by
Jesus’ words about a spiritual rebirth, asked, “How can this be?” Jesus indicated that
Nicodemus, because of his stature as a teacher and leader, should already understand the
concept of the new birth. Jesus said that He spoke and testified to that which He had
personally witnessed. He had come from heaven, God’s Son in the flesh, and therefore
could speak with authority on spiritual matters. Jesus had told Nicodemus about “earthly
things,” like birth and wind, and yet Nicodemus was reluctant to believe. It would be
even more difficult for Nicodemus, or anyone, to believe in heavenly things unless he
acknowledged the divine authority of Jesus Christ. After all, Jesus is the only witness
who came from heaven. Everyone else offers an earthly message, but Jesus offers a
heavenly message.
By virtue of His crucifixion, Jesus Christ is the only source of eternal life (3:14-15).
The message that Jesus declared so authoritatively is a message of redemption.
He reminded Nicodemus that Moses, during the wilderness wanderings of God’s people,
had at one point fashioned a bronze serpent so that those who had been bitten by serpents
could look at it and be healed (Numbers 21:4-9). In the same way that Moses lifted up
the bronze serpent and called people to look at it in faith, so also Jesus would be lifted up
on a cross and people could look to Him in faith and be saved. Jesus was crucified so
that, “everyone who believes in him may have eternal life.” New birth, then, refers to a
faith response to the sacrificial death of Jesus Christ on the cross. New birth is the result
of putting our personal faith in Jesus Christ. We’re born again by the Spirit of God when
we believe in the Son of God.
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New birth is the guarantee that we have
passed from condemnation to salvation (3:16-18).
Spiritual birth results in a changed relationship with God. Instead of continuing in
a position of condemnation, we move to a position of salvation and blessing when we put
our faith in Jesus Christ. Scholars do debate whether or not verses 16-21 record Jesus’
words or John’s reflections on what Jesus had already said. Either way, these words
carry the authority of inspired Scripture. Furthermore, they certainly reflect what Jesus
could have easily said in concluding His description of new birth.
Because of His love, God made every provision possible to save us (3:16).
“For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever
believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.” Greater words of hope and comfort
could not be spoken! God loves us. He loves us just the way we are. He loves us so
much that He willingly made an immeasurable sacrifice. God sent His “one and only” or
“only begotten” Son, Jesus, to die for our sins. Anyone and everyone who “believes” in
Jesus will never perish in eternal death but will enjoy eternal life. God made every
provision possible to save us.
God wants to save us, not condemn us (3:17).
Why would God send His Son? He sent Jesus because He loves us. He doesn’t
want us to experience His holy and righteous condemnation. Instead, God wants to save
us. Some people mistakenly assume that God in some way delights in judging sinners
and condemning them to eternal hell. Nothing could be further from the truth. It grieves
the loving heart of God to condemn His creatures. If we reject God’s provision for our
salvation, if we reject Jesus Christ, then our sins demand God’s condemnation. But God
wants to save us. He sent Jesus so that we wouldn’t have to experience eternal death.
Instead, God wants us to enjoy eternal life.
Belief—true faith—is the necessary condition for salvation (3:18).
New birth is a matter of faith. “Whoever believes,” Jesus said, will not
experience God’s condemnation. But “whoever does not believe stands condemned
already.” Until we put our faith in Jesus, we stand in a position of condemnation. Belief
is the necessary condition for salvation. Belief, of course, is much more than mental
assent. It refers to heartfelt faith, a conscious confidence in Jesus alone as “God’s one
and only Son” to save us. New birth is the guarantee that we’ve passed from
condemnation to salvation (3:16-18).
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New birth is the starting place for us
to begin living transformed lives (3:19-21).
There is one more aspect of new birth that we must observe. While new birth is a
spiritual experience that takes place in the hearts of those who believe in Jesus, new birth
also changes the way we live our lives. We can’t claim to be born again if our lives don’t
show the fruit of new birth.
When we reject God’s truth, we reveal evil hearts that harbor evil works (3:19-20).
Jesus described God’s truth, personified in God’s Son, as light that has penetrated
this dark world. Regrettably, people love spiritual darkness instead of spiritual light. Our
sinful hearts and sinful deeds are more attractive to us than is the light of God’s truth.
The more sin becomes entrenched in our hearts, the more resistant we are to the light.
Evil hearts produce evil works. The only remedy for evil is new birth.
When we receive God’s truth, we reveal transformed hearts that produce good works
(3:21).
Salvation is a work of God. Deliverance from the grip of sin on our hearts can
only be attained through the power of the Holy Spirit as a result of new birth. Through
faith in Jesus Christ we are born again. We start life over again with God. We can then
live by the truth, coming into the light of Christ. Such a life transformation couldn’t
possibly be the result of personal reform. It must be the work of God. New birth,
therefore, is a new beginning with God. Through new birth we can begin living
transformed lives, the kind of lives that please God and bring glory to His Son, Jesus
Christ.
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The Humility of John the Baptist
(John 3:22-36)
True greatness and true humility go hand in hand. John the Baptist, by Jesus’
own acclamation, was the greatest prophet that ever lived. Yet with that greatness was a
heart characterized by humility. John never attempted to draw attention to himself. He
was committed to a ministry of pointing others to Jesus. He understood clearly who he
was and who Jesus Christ is. Humility is an attitude of the heart that reflects an
understanding of ourselves and our Lord. When we consider Jesus Christ we quickly
realize what John knew all along. Jesus Christ alone deserves to take center stage in our
lives. John 3:22-36 presents John the Baptist as a humble man of God whose life helps
us to think more humbly about ourselves.
It’s humbling to think about
the magnitude of God’s work (3:22-24).
After John baptized Jesus, Jesus spent forty days in the Judean wilderness
victoriously facing the temptations Satan threw at Him. Then Jesus returned to John the
Baptist for a couple of days. John pointed Jesus out as the Lamb of God (John 1:29, 3536), and two of John’s disciples left to follow Jesus (John 1:37). Jesus traveled to Galilee
to attend a wedding feast (John 2:1-11), returned to Jerusalem where He overthrew the
tables of the money changers in the Temple (John 2:13-25) and met with Nicodemus
(John 3:1-21). Following this sequence, which probably took place over a period of
several weeks, Jesus left Jerusalem and went back to the Judean countryside where He
carried on a ministry similar to that of John the Baptist, baptizing those who came to Him
in repentance. There was much work to do, calling God’s people back to faith, and both
Jesus and John the Baptist were actively engaged in this work. John 3:22-24 reminds us
of three important facts that help us develop humility in our Christian service.
Spending time with Jesus is essential.
Verse 22 provides an important description of Jesus’ ministry. After Jesus left
Jerusalem He went back to the Judean countryside, presumably near the place of His
baptism. His disciples followed Him, and Jesus “spent some time with them.” The term
implies the lingering interaction that forms meaningful relationships. It is used in the
same way in John 11:54. Jesus invested time in His disciples. Spending time with Jesus
is essential in our spiritual growth and Christian service. We spend time with Jesus when
we linger in Bible reading, meditation, and prayer. Jesus is eager to spend time with us if
we will but put aside the hurry of our day and take time with Him. When we spend time
with Jesus, we’ll certainly develop a more humble heart. In addition to spending time
with His disciples, Jesus also carried on a ministry of baptizing those who came to Him
in repentance. John 4:2 tells us that Jesus Himself did not baptize people, but His
disciples did the baptizing under His direction. They had spent time with Jesus and were
learning to serve Him.
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There’s plenty of work for everyone.
A second fact that builds humility, described in verse 23, is that there’s plenty of
work for everyone. Jesus was carrying on a ministry very much like that of John the
Baptist and in the same general area where John began his work. Meanwhile, John had
moved farther north to a place where there was plenty of spring-fed water, a place called
Aenon (which means “springs”) near a town called Salim. The exact location of these
places is uncertain today, but they were probably near the Jordan River at one of the
many ravines that filled with water in the rainy season and provided an appropriate
setting for John’s baptizing ministry. Jesus and John were not in competition—there was
plenty of work to go around. Their ministries were instead complimentary. When we’re
tempted, as those in Christian service often are, to look at the work of others with a
jealous eye, we should remember that there’s plenty of work for everyone. The world
still needs the gospel, and there are many unreached people in every country. There are
many unreached people in our communities. So we need not become jealous in our
service for Jesus Christ. We need to remain humble, serving as God allows and
recognizing the enormity of the task that lies before us.
Our time is limited.
Verse 24 states parenthetically that John the Baptist had not yet been put in
prison. He would soon be arrested by Herod Antipas because John had preached against
Herod’s sinful lifestyle (Matthew 14:3-4). John’s arrest would prompt Jesus to leave the
Judean wilderness and transfer the focus of His ministry back to Galilee (Matthew 4:12).
Verse 24 tells us that John was still free, but that his time was limited. It’s humbling to
look at the magnitude of God’s work and then to realize that our time to serve God is
limited. We have only one lifetime, and for some a very short lifetime, to accomplish
God’s will for our lives. The work is great and the time is short. Therefore, we must
humbly do what God calls us to do for His glory and for the advance of the gospel of
Jesus Christ.
It’s humbling to think about
the limits of our abilities (3:25-30).
John the Baptist was a great prophet. But he served in the shadow of one greater,
Jesus Christ. Some of John’s disciples had left to follow Jesus, and many of the crowds
of people were becoming more attracted to Jesus’ ministry. Lesser men would have
succumbed to petty jealousy, but John rejoiced in seeing Jesus magnified. John knew his
limits, and he knew Jesus’ greatness.
Humble people acknowledge that their abilities are a gift from God.
A certain Jew, or possibly a delegation of Jews, approached the disciples of John
the Baptist and drew them into an argument. The text doesn’t tell us the precise content
of that debate, but it was likely that this Jewish antagonist informed John’s disciples that
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Jesus was also baptizing people and more people were going to Jesus than to John.
John’s disciples went and told John about Jesus’ growing ministry. They were obviously
disturbed that their “Rabbi” would lose attention because of one whom John had
baptized. “Everyone is going to him,” they complained. John’s response to this news
would be a pivotal moment in the development of Christianity! Should John resist Jesus’
growing notoriety, there might have been two factions moving in separate directions. But
John knew all along that his mission was to point people to Jesus. He recognized his own
limitations and eagerly endorsed Jesus’ work. John told his disciples, “A man can
receive only what is given him from heaven.” He understood that his abilities were a gift
from God, and that he shouldn’t expect any more influence than God might grant. We
often wish that we had the gifts of some great speaker or some influential leader. But we
have the gifts that God has chosen for us, and we must humbly acknowledge that others
will serve God in greater ways because of God’s sovereign choice. However, we must
faithfully serve God to the fullest extent of our limited abilities because God has given us
each certain gifts for service.
Humble people rejoice in accomplishing their God-appointed mission.
John the Baptist went on to explain to his disciples that he had consistently
declared that he was not the Christ, God’s anointed Messiah. John’s mission was to go
ahead of Christ and point others to Him. John was like the best man at a wedding. His
purpose was to make sure that the groom was well attended. The best man doesn’t marry
the bride. The groom marries the bride. John did not claim any right to union with God’s
chosen people. That was the role of the Messiah, the bridegroom. The friend of the
bridegroom simply served the bridegroom and rejoiced in that service. John humbly
rejoiced in accomplishing his task for God, pointing people to Jesus, and he rejoiced in
seeing Jesus’ ministry surpass his own.
Humble people long to elevate Jesus Christ in their lives.
With a single sentence, John the Baptist described his philosophy of life. “He
must become greater; I must become less.” Jesus was the focus of John’s life. Jesus
deserved center stage. John wanted to elevate Jesus Christ. “He must increase, but I
must decrease.” This should become our philosophy of life as well. Those who belong
to Jesus Christ by faith must learn to put Jesus at the center of their lives. Self and Christ
cannot rule in our hearts at the same time. The more Jesus rules our lives, the less self
and selfish ambitions will dominate our thinking. Like John, we’ll want others to see
Jesus in us and we’ll want to see Jesus exalted in the eyes of others.
It’s humbling to think about
the greatness of Jesus’ glory (3:31-36).
John 3:31-36 provides us with a wonderful description of the greatness of Jesus
Christ. It isn’t clear whether these verses record the continuation of John the Baptist’s
words to his disciples, or they present a commentary on John’s previous statements
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provided by the writer of the gospel. It’s possible that these are the words of John the
Evangelist, the disciple of Jesus. It’s also possible that these are the words of John the
Baptist. In either case, these verses remind us that we are to have humble hearts because
of the surpassing greatness of Jesus Christ. Jesus’ greatness is described in four ways.
Jesus came from heaven and speaks with divine authority.
Jesus is great because of His heavenly origin (verses 31-33). “The one who
comes from above is above all.” The one who is from the earth (John the Baptist in this
context) is limited in his message. We, too, are earth-born and have limits. But Jesus
came from heaven and He speaks with divine authority. He speaks about what He’s seen
and heard in heaven. However, in spite of Jesus’ authority many reject His testimony.
Those who accept Jesus’ message declare by faith (literally “seal”) the fact that God is
true. We accept Jesus’ message as authoritative and acknowledge that He came from
heaven. Therefore, His greatness outshines anything else on earth.
Jesus served on earth with the unlimited power of God’s Holy Spirit.
Verse 34 describes Jesus as having been sent by God the Father and therefore as
speaking the words of God. God the Father also gave Jesus the unlimited power of the
Holy Spirit in His life. When we think about Jesus as a man, we realize that He took on
the normal limitations of humanity. But the Father gave Jesus “the Spirit without limit.”
Jesus served on earth with the power of the Holy Spirit, not measured out in limited ways
but in fullness of power. Therefore, Jesus’ greatness surpasses all.
Jesus is the beloved Son of God who rules over all creation.
God loves everyone. All of His creation is the object of His love. But verse 35
says, “The Father loves the Son.” There was certainly a special relationship between God
the Father and God the Son throughout eternity and that special love continued after the
incarnation. Because of Jesus’ special relationship with God the Father, the Father has
“placed everything in his hands.” Jesus holds full authority to rule over all creation. His
greatness far surpasses anything we can experience because He rules over all the earth.
Jesus grants eternal life to everyone who believes in Him.
Jesus’ greatness is best seen in His ability to grant eternal life to all who believe in
Him. By contrast, those who disobey (the contrast to believing) Jesus will never see life
in heaven but will experience God’s wrath. But Jesus offers us eternal life, an unending
and extraordinary relationship with Him. We can enter into that living relationship with
the living God by humbly putting our faith in Jesus Christ. He is truly great, and His
greatness reminds us of our humble need of salvation.
John the Baptist modeled true humility. When we think about the magnitude of
God’s work, the limits of our abilities, and the greatness of Jesus’ glory, we too are
moved to a more humble attitude. “He must increase, but I must decrease.”
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The Woman at the Well and Living Water
(John 4:1-15)
Jesus was a master teacher and a master conversationalist. He could open a
dialog, engender interest, and lead a thirsty heart to the refreshing waters of truth. Such
was Jesus’ encounter with the woman at the well recorded in John 4:1-42. Jesus engaged
a Samaritan woman in a conversation that led to her thirst for living water, her need for
heartfelt worship, and her act of personal witness. In the opening part of this
conversation Jesus introduced the woman at the well to living water, spiritual life that’s
available only through faith in Him. His example teaches us how to touch others with the
life changing message of the gospel. Just as our bodies thirst for water, so our souls thirst
for spiritual refreshment that’s found only in Jesus.

Anticipate divine appointments
to tell others about living water (4:1-6).
Circumstances compelled Jesus to travel through Samaria where He encountered
the woman at the well, but God the Father was behind those circumstances. We’ll
discover that God orchestrates the details of our lives, including opportunities to share the
good news of Jesus Christ with others.
Because Jesus’ ministry was outgrowing that of John the Baptist, Jesus left Judea and
went back to Galilee (4:1-3).
Jesus was carrying on an itinerant ministry in the Judean wilderness not far from
that of John the Baptist. In fact, Jesus’ ministry was outstripping that of John (John 3:2526). John wisely acknowledged that Jesus rightly deserved the attention (John 3:30) and
both Jesus and John saw each others’ ministries as complimentary rather than
competitive. As time went on, Jesus began to baptize more followers than John, though
Jesus used His disciples as agents for baptizing people. The religious leaders saw in
Jesus’ growing influence an opportunity to pit the followers of Jesus against those of
John the Baptist. For this reason Jesus left the region of Judea and targeted Galilee in the
north as the focus of His ministry.
Jesus passed through Samaria and rested beside Jacob’s well at Sychar (4:4-6).
Jesus “had to go through Samaria” in order to get to Galilee. Actually, Jesus
could have bypassed Samaria by taking the longer route along the eastern side of the
Jordan River. The necessity expressed in this verse seems to be one of ministry. Jesus
needed to minister in Samaria. He needed to meet the woman at the well. Therefore, He
led His disciples on the shorter route to Galilee through Samaria. They stopped at a
village called Sychar. Nearby was the plot of land that Jacob had purchased from the
sons of Hamor (Genesis 33:18-20) and had subsequently given to his son Joseph (Genesis
48:21-22). Eventually Joseph was buried on this property (Joshua 24:32). The property
included a deep well that became known as Jacob’s well. Beside this ancient well Jesus
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rested from His journey. In His humanity, Jesus grew tired and thirsty. In His deity He
is all powerful and offers living water. Jesus arrived at the well at “about the sixth hour,”
possibly midday (in the heat of the day) or evening (near the end of a long day of
traveling)—two views of John’s reckoning of time present these alternatives. Whatever
time of day it was, it was the right time for Jesus to encounter the woman at the well.
God indeed provides divine appointments and we should anticipate such opportunities to
tell others about Jesus.

Engage others in spiritual
conversations that will lead to living water (4:7-9).
Jesus didn’t stop at the well at Sychar simply to rest or be refreshed. He stopped
there to carry on a spiritual conversation with a spiritually thirsty woman. Like Jesus, we
as His followers can engage others in spiritual conversations.
Jesus asked a Samaritan woman who came to the well to give him a drink of water
(4:7-8).
Jesus sat alone beside Jacob’s well. He had sent His disciples into the village to
secure supplies. Soon a Samaritan woman came to draw water from the well. Jesus
asked her for a drink of water. This simple request opened a meaningful spiritual
conversation.
The woman expressed her surprise that a Jewish man would ask a Samaritan woman
for a drink of water (4:9).
The woman at the well expressed her great surprise that Jesus, a Jewish man,
would ask her, a Samaritan woman, for water. Men often refrained from conversing with
women in public settings. More surprising, however, was the fact that a Jew would
converse with a Samaritan. The Jews considered the Samaritans to be inferior in every
way, particularly when it came to spiritual matters. After all, the Samaritans were halfbreeds, descendants of the intermingling of Israelites and other nationalities transplanted
in the region by the conquering Assyrians. The hatred between the Jews and the
Samaritans was a long standing issue. This is what John, the author, indicates by
inserting the comment about Jews not associating with Samaritans. The woman was
surprised that Jesus would talk to her or ask her for any kind of help. “How can you ask
me for a drink?” Jesus had indeed asked her for a drink of water, but He had done much
more. He had opened a spiritual conversation with a spiritually thirsty woman.
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Point others to Jesus as
the only source of living water (4:10-12).
Jesus was more interested in meeting the woman’s spiritual need than quenching
His own physical thirst. He took the woman’s question as an opportunity to point her to
living water, eternal life that’s available only in Him.
Jesus told the woman that if she really knew who He was she would have asked Him
for living water (4:10).
Jesus had asked for a drink of water and the woman at the well questioned Him
about His request. Now Jesus began to prod this woman’s heart. He suggested to her
that if she knew who He was she would have been asking Him for water. If only she
knew the gift of God she would have asked for the life-giving, living water.
The woman questioned Jesus’ ability to provide this living water since the well was
deep and He had no bucket (4:11-12).
The woman at the well was still focused on the physical water that satisfies our
physical thirst. Jesus had offered her living water, but she pointed out that Jesus had no
bucket and that the well was deep. How could He provide her with any kind of water?
Then the women asked, expecting a response of “no,” if Jesus was greater than Jacob
who had given them this well. Jacob was her ancestor (even as a Samaritan) and had
himself drunk from this well. Jacob’s sons had enjoyed water from this well. Even
Jacob’s cattle had received water from this well. Who was Jesus to think that He could
match Jacob’s track record, especially given the fact that Jesus had no bucket! What this
woman didn’t yet realize was that Jesus offered something far better than water from a
well. He offered living water from heaven, eternal life that satisfies the heart forever.
One greater than Jacob was there!

Help others sense their
desperate need for living water (4:13-15).
Only when we’re thirsty do we look around for water. Only when we sense our
spiritual thirst will we look for living water from the hands of Jesus. Jesus introduced the
woman at the well to the availability of living water and then helped her see her need for
a spiritually refreshed life.
Jesus explained to the woman that the water He offered would satisfy her thirst forever
(4:13-14).
The woman at the well was interested in physical water. After all, she’d come to
Jacob’s well in order to retrieve a jar of water. Jesus offered her living water instead. He
then described this living water as something that would satisfy her forever. Water from
Jacob’s well would quench the thirst for a few hours at best. “Everyone who drinks this
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water will be thirsty again,” Jesus reminded the woman. By contrast, the water that Jesus
offered would satisfy forever. “Whoever drinks the water I give him will never thirst.”
Jesus described this spiritual, living water as a spring that wells up to eternal life
(compare John 7:37-39). The woman at the well needed something far greater than a jar
of water. She needed living water. She needed eternal life, eternal life that’s available
only through faith in Jesus Christ.
The woman asked Jesus to give her this living water (4:15).
The woman at the well said to Jesus, “Sir, give me this water so that I won’t get
thirsty and have to keep coming here to draw water.” It might be that this woman was
still locked in on her physical need for literal water. However, it’s possible to detect a
tone in her words that recognized something unique in Jesus’ offer, something that this
woman wasn’t quite ready to believe but hoped against hope might be real. At least the
woman didn’t dismiss Jesus’ statement as a ludicrous lie. She remained open to the offer
that this traveling teacher had extended to her. She knew deep inside her heart that
something was lacking. She knew she was thirsty at a spiritual level. Could this man
really quench her spiritual thirst? Living water—eternal life—would be better than
anything she’d experienced in life. When people sense a deep spiritual need they’ll begin
to look for help. That help is found in Jesus Christ alone. Just as our bodies thirst for
water, so our souls thirst for spiritual refreshment that’s found only in Jesus. He still
offers us living water. We must simply believe.
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The Woman at the Well and Heartfelt Worship
(John 4:16-26)
When God quenches our spiritual thirst we’ll rush to worship Him. Jesus had
introduced the woman at the well to living water. Eternal life could be hers for the
asking. But before this woman was ready to believe in Jesus she had to address the issues
in her life that prevented her from accepting God’s gift. Jesus insightfully raised these
issues and thereby directed the woman to a meaningful conversation about true worship.
God seeks those who will worship Him in spirit and truth. Heartfelt worship is our
uninhibited response to God’s unlimited love.

The motivation for worship:
we worship best when we expose our
brokenness to the light of God’s greatness (4:16-18).
The discussion about worship between Jesus and the woman at the well began
with an awareness of the woman’s spiritual needs. Only when we acknowledge our
brokenness can we receive God’s living water and thereby turn our hearts to worship.
Jesus instructed the woman at the well to go and bring back her husband (4:16).
Jesus offered the woman at the well living water. The woman had dismissed the
idea of receiving such a wonderful gift. But Jesus didn’t end the conversation there.
Instead, He stirred up in the woman her thirst for something satisfying. To do so, Jesus
raised the issue of the woman’s checkered past. Knowing her background, Jesus
instructed the woman to go into town and bring back her husband. It would be more
appropriate to discuss deep spiritual matters with a woman if her husband was present.
The woman stated that she didn’t have a husband and Jesus revealed His divine
knowledge about her marital status (4:17-18).
The woman at the well informed Jesus that she had no husband. Jesus, in His
divine knowledge, already knew about the woman’s situation. He revealed His
knowledge by saying that the woman was correct in her statement, but that she had in fact
had five husbands in the past and was now living with a man outside of the bonds of
marriage. This woman had failed at relationships. Deep in her heart she sensed her
failure. She was indeed spiritually thirsty but seemed to think she was beyond help.
Helpless and hopeless, this woman was at last in a place where she could actually receive
God’s gift of eternal life. We have to admit our need before we’ll ever accept God’s
remedy. We worship best when we acknowledge our brokenness and turn to God’s
greatness.
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The location for worship:
we worship best when we become less concerned about our
surroundings and more concerned about our heart relationship with God (4:19-21).
The conversation now turned specifically to the subject of worship. Where
should people worship? What’s the essence of worship? Worship, Jesus explained, isn’t
a matter of external surroundings. It’s a matter of the heart.
The woman acknowledged Jesus as a prophet and raised the question about the proper
place for worship (4:19-20).
Jesus had described details about the woman’s life that no stranger could have
known apart from divine revelation. Therefore the woman concluded that Jesus was a
prophet. As a prophet, Jesus could answer a burning question in her mind and heart.
Where was the proper place for worship? Some see this question as an attempt on the
woman’s part to dodge the issue of her past. However, the woman’s introduction of the
topic of worship into the conversation may have been an expression of her longing to
remedy her past and get right with God. She was spiritually thirsty. She needed
direction. How could she connect with God? The woman, being a Samaritan, told Jesus
that her people worshiped at nearby Mount Gerizim. The Jews, however, worshiped in
Jerusalem. Mount Gerizim and its environs had a long track record as a place of worship
(Genesis 12:6-7; Deuteronomy 11:29; Joshua 8:33). Jerusalem, on the other hand, was
chosen by the Jews as the site of the temple much later, during the time of David and
Solomon (1 Kings 8:1, 29). The Samaritans and the Jews had a long standing
disagreement about the proper place for worship. The Samaritan woman asked Jesus to
weigh in on the issue.
Jesus stated that a time was coming when the place of worship would be irrelevant
(4:21).
Jesus responded to the woman’s concern by declaring that the place of worship
was soon to become irrelevant. Neither Mount Gerizim nor Jerusalem would be the focal
point of worship. Worshiping the living God isn’t a matter of geography but theology.
God isn’t confined to a place—He’s omnipresent. Therefore, worship can’t be confined
to a specific place. We can worship God wherever we are. Worship is a matter of the
heart. The trappings of worship can become a trap, locking us into places, procedures,
and forms. Instead, God delights in worship that flows from our hearts.

The invitation to worship:
we worship best when we focus all we are, including our
emotions and minds, on all God is, including His nature and works (4:22-24).
Jesus went on to describe heartfelt worship as an all-encompassing expression of
our devotion to God. We’re to offer all we are in praise to all God is.
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Jesus stated that the Samaritans worshiped in ignorance whereas the Jews worshiped
knowledgeably, since salvation came through the Jews (4:22).
Jesus didn’t ignore the distinctions between the Samaritans and the Jews, nor did
He agree with the Samaritan woman in order to win her to His side. Jesus stated
truthfully that the Samaritans were misguided in their spiritual perspective. They
worshiped in ignorance. One aspect of their spiritual ignorance was the result of their
rejection of much of the Old Testament. The Samaritans accepted only the writings of
Moses as Scripture, thereby forfeiting the great truths of the other historical books, the
Psalms, and the prophets. By contrast the Jews worshiped with knowledge. They
accepted the whole Old Testament. They also recognized that salvation came through the
Jews, not the Samaritans. The Messiah was a Jewish Messiah. To be sure, the Messiah
would be the Savior of Jews, Samaritans, and Gentiles, but he was to come from the
Jews. In their hatred for the Jews, the Samaritans ran the risk of rejecting the salvation
that would come through the Jewish Messiah.
Jesus stated that the time had come when the Father was seeking people who would
worship in spirit and truth (4:23).
Having expressed His concern that the Samaritans were worshiping in ignorance,
Jesus went on to tell the Samaritan woman that the place of worship was no longer
relevant. What mattered was the heart of the worshiper. God the Father is actively
seeking true worshipers, people who will worship Him “in spirit and truth.” In contrast
to meaningless rites and rituals, “spirit and truth” involve the heart—our emotions, our
minds, our entire being. We can’t expect to please God by moving mindlessly through
worship, going through the motions without the truth of God going through our hearts.
True worshipers come to God with transformed lives. Worship is a deeply spiritual
exercise based on the truth of who God is and what He’s done. God is seeking true
worshipers.
Jesus described God as spirit and said that people must worship Him in spirit and truth
(4:24).
“God is spirit.” In His essence, God is not material and is therefore not most
honored through material things such as idols or animal sacrifices or geographic places.
As pure spirit, God is most honored through spiritual offerings such as inner devotion,
personal piety, godly character, and vibrant prayer. As God’s people we can’t afford to
fall into the trap of focusing on the material forms of worship. We must constantly focus
on matters of the heart. We must worship our living God with our whole lives, with
nothing held in reserve. He deserves worship “in spirit and truth.” The Scriptures inform
us about the truth of God, truth that captures our minds and imaginations. Our spirits,
including all the unseen aspects of our humanness such as our emotions and attitudes,
engage with our minds to bring praise and glory to God.
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The foundation of worship:
we worship best when we recognize Jesus
as the incarnate God and our personal Savior (4:25-26).
To worship God in spirit and truth demands that we worship through His Son,
Jesus Christ. Jesus is God incarnate, our crucified and risen Savior. He is the foundation
of all our worship.
The woman expressed her anticipation of the coming of the Messiah who would
explain all spiritual matters (4:25).
The woman at the well seemed not quite ready to believe that she could receive
living water—eternal life—and thereby enter into heartfelt worship. Did she sense a
personal inadequacy or unworthiness? The Samaritans, like the Jews, did expect the
promised Messiah (Christ) to come into the world. When the Messiah arrived he would
explain everything. This spiritually thirsty woman needed the authority of the Messiah to
speak to her heart. Eternal life and heartfelt worship are possible only through God’s
Messiah, God in the flesh, Jesus Christ.
Jesus declared to the woman in divine terms that He Himself was that long anticipated
Messiah (4:26).
The woman at the well was looking for the Messiah. Jesus told this spiritually
thirsty woman, “I Am!” Jesus is the great “I Am,” the God of creation, the God of the
patriarchs, the living God. In no uncertain terms Jesus told the woman at the well that He
is God and that He is the promised Messiah. Her wildest hopes for eternal life and
heartfelt worship became possible that day through Him. Jesus is the foundation of our
worship. We approach God the Father through the shed blood of Jesus Christ. We are
accepted through Jesus Christ. We have eternal life through Jesus Christ. Our greatest
dreams and aspirations are fulfilled in Jesus Christ. Heartfelt worship—our uninhibited
response to God’s unlimited love—becomes a reality because of our personal, faith
relationship with Jesus Christ.
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The Woman at the Well and a Spiritual Harvest
(John 4:27-42)
Water . . . worship . . . witness—this was the spiritual pathway upon which the
woman who encountered Jesus at the well found herself. Jesus introduced this spiritually
thirsty woman to living water, eternal life. He pointed her to true worship, worship that
flows from a heart that’s in love with God. The woman then went and told the whole
village about Jesus. She had discovered the Messiah, the Savior of the world. Those who
have discovered Jesus want to share Him with others. As we tell others about Jesus, the
Lord brings in a spiritual harvest. God has prepared people in advance to hear the gospel
and He has prepared us to share it. We’re to actively participate in the work that God is
doing in His world.

A single individual transformed by Jesus Christ
can make a world of difference—it begins with one (4:27-30).
The example of the woman at the well compels us to share Jesus with confidence.
Her life, transformed by her encounter with the Messiah, made a world of difference in
the lives of the people she knew. The spiritual impact of the gospel message begins with
one person telling others about Jesus.
The disciples returned from the village and found Jesus talking with the woman at the
well (4:27).
Jesus’ disciples had gone into the village of Sychar to secure food for themselves
and their Master. During their absence Jesus had carried on a life changing conversation
with the woman at the well. Now the disciples returned. They were perplexed to find
Jesus talking with a woman. Though they wondered about the reasons for this
conversation none of the disciples needed to question Jesus. They had learned to trust
His judgment in such matters.
The woman left her water jar, returned to the village, and told people about Jesus
(4:28-30).
As soon as the disciples arrived the woman went back into the village.
Significantly, she left her water jar behind. This simple observation is full of meaning.
This woman had been transformed by Jesus. She no longer craved physical water—her
real thirst had been satisfied. She left behind not just a water jar but a whole way of life,
a life riddled with hurt and failure. The woman left something behind, but she carried
something new into the village, a message of healing and hope. This woman went
around the village and told the people that she’d met a man who told her things about her
life that few others knew. Then she raised the inviting question, “Could this be the
Christ?” Her words convinced some and intrigued all. The people of Sychar began to
make their way out of the village to the site of Jacob’s well. They wanted to meet Jesus.
They wanted to meet Him because one solitary woman whose life had been transformed
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told them about Him. Spreading the good news of Jesus Christ can begin with a single
individual whose life has been transformed.

God wants you and me together to sow spiritual seed
and reap a spiritual harvest—it takes a team (4:31-38).
Having concluded His conversation with the woman at the well, Jesus now turned
His attention to His disciples. He prepared their minds and hearts to enter into a spiritual
harvest. While one woman began to spread the news about Jesus it would take the efforts
of each of Jesus’ disciples to reap the spiritual harvest.
The disciples urged Jesus to eat, but Jesus told them that He already had food (4:3132).
The disciples had returned from Sychar with food and they urged Jesus to sustain
His strength by eating. But Jesus truly found sustenance in the spiritual work in which
He had been engaged. He told His disciples that He had food of which they were
unaware. Others may not sense the sustaining work of God in our lives, but we will
know His strength when we serve Him.
The disciples wondered how Jesus already had food, but Jesus explained that doing the
Father’s will was His food (4:33-34).
The disciples didn’t understand Jesus’ statement, although they realized that no
one else could have given Him anything to eat. What was this food that Jesus said He
had? Jesus told His disciples that His food was doing the will of God the Father. God
had sent Jesus to finish a task, to bring good news to a spiritually thirsty and hungry
world. In fulfilling His calling Jesus found great joy and strength from the Father. We,
too, can find real spiritual sustenance when we’re actively engaged in God’s calling for
our lives.
Jesus challenged the disciples to look at the ripe spiritual harvest that was right before
their eyes (4:35).
Jesus then posed a question to His disciples, a question designed to heighten their
attention. “Do you not say, ‘Four months more and then the harvest’?” This may have
been a proverbial statement describing the minimum length of time necessary for seed to
produce grain, or it may have been a chronological indication that the harvest was still
four months away. In either case Jesus was suggesting that the disciples hadn’t been
anticipating any kind of harvest in the immediate future. However, a spiritual harvest
was about to present itself to them. Jesus said, “Open your eyes and look at the fields!
They are ripe for harvest.” As the people streamed from Sychar to see Jesus they looked
like a field of ripe grain. It was harvest time! The disciples were about to enter into the
harvest.
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Jesus explained that some sow seed while others reap the harvest and that the disciples
were to reap a spiritual harvest (4:36-38).
Jesus went on to explain that, just like a physical harvest, there are certain
principles at work in a spiritual harvest. The reaper enters into the blessings, the wages,
of the harvest. The spiritual harvest is eternal life that’s produced in the hearts of men
and women who put their faith in Jesus. The reaper receives and gathers this harvest,
helping people make a spiritual, faith transaction. The reaper also realizes that his or her
work isn’t the whole story. Someone first sowed the seed of the gospel. “One sows and
another reaps.” Spiritual work is often a team ministry. Some plant the seed, sharing the
truth of Jesus Christ. Others may nurture that truth while still others are present when
that truth takes root and produces fruit in a person’s life. Those who sow and those who
reap rejoice together over the salvation of every lost soul. In the case of the Samaritans
who were coming to Jesus, the disciples were entering into the spiritual harvest. They
had not been present to sow the seed, but they would participate in reaping the harvest.
Christians today can rejoice in knowing that when they sow the good news it will take
root. We can witness, watch, and work for the salvation of others and anticipate a
harvest. Then, when harvest time arrives, we may have the privilege of reaping even
where we haven’t sown. God calls us to sow and then to be prepared to share in the
spiritual harvest that’s ripe all around us.

God will honor our witnessing efforts and supplement
our witnessing weaknesses—it changes a community (4:39-42).
Even though we know that God calls each of us, His people, to sow the gospel
most of us are all too aware of our personal limitations and weaknesses in carrying out
this spiritual work. The woman whom Jesus met at the well near Sychar possessed such
weaknesses, but she also knew that she’d been transformed by Jesus. God honored her
witness to her community and Jesus supplemented her message to help the Samaritans
form a strong faith in Him.
Many of the Samaritans believed in Jesus based on the witness of the Samaritan
woman (4:39).
The woman’s testimony about Jesus was fully sufficient for many of the
Samaritans to believe in Jesus. Since, as she reported, Jesus knew all about her life He
must be the Messiah. Probably the people of Sychar recognized a change in this
woman’s demeanor. She was a different woman. She had encountered Jesus. When
people see spiritual life in us they’ll respond to our witness. We can share Jesus with
confidence.
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Many more Samaritans believed in Jesus after they met Him and heard His words
(4:40-41).
While many of the Samaritans believed in Jesus based solely on the woman’s
testimony, others became believers only after seeing and hearing Jesus Himself. The
people flooded from Sychar to see Jesus. They convinced Him to stay with them for two
full days, a Jew teaching in a Samaritan village! Through His teaching many believed.
When we share our faith, it’s essential that we ultimately point people to Jesus. He alone
changes lives.
The Samaritans told the woman that their faith in Jesus as their Savior began with her
witness and flourished under His teaching (4:42).
It’s possible to read this verse as an affront to the character and witness of the
woman, as if her testimony was insufficient. However, it makes more sense to see this
verse as a record of gratitude to the woman for her witness. Many of the Samaritans had
come to faith in Jesus Christ because of this woman’s testimony. All who believed in
Jesus in that village were first introduced to Him through this woman. They were
grateful for the role she played in helping them to meet “the Savior of the world.” When
we share our faith, some will come to Jesus. Others will need further testimony. Some
sow and others reap. But the seed we plant may be the beginning of someone’s faith
journey to Jesus. God calls us to actively participate in the work that He’s doing in His
world.
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Jesus Heals a Royal Official’s Son
(John 4:43-54)
Having ministered in Judea, Jesus returned to Galilee by way of Samaria. Upon
His arrival in Galilee Jesus encountered people who had witnessed His miracles in
Jerusalem and were now eager to have Him perform similar works among them. One
such individual was a royal official whose young son was dying. This worried father
went to Jesus for help, and Jesus healed the man’s son. In so doing, Jesus displayed His
power over incurable sickness and death, as well as His power to heal at a distance. Jesus
also demonstrated His grace in the midst of impure motives on the part of the Galileans.
From this event we learn that we can trust Jesus as Lord over life’s most difficult
challenges.

Jesus knows that people often seek
Him out for superficial reasons (4:43-45).
When Jesus returned to Galilee from Judea He encountered a growing popularity,
but many who began to follow Him did so for less than spiritually motivated reasons.
Jesus invites us to follow Him for who He is rather than for what we think we can get out
of Him.
Jesus returned to Galilee, recognizing that a prophet has no honor in his own country
(4:43-44).
Having left Judea, Jesus spent two days in Samaria before returning to His home
region of Galilee. John states that Jesus testified to the truth of the statement, “A prophet
has no honor in his own country” (compare Matthew 13:57; Mark 6:4; Luke 4:24). In
this context Jesus may have been referring to Judea as the center of Judaism, in which
case His rejection by the religious leaders prompted Him to leave Jerusalem. It seems
more likely, however, that Jesus had Galilee, His home region, in mind. In this case,
Jesus is anticipating eventual rejection even though He would initially experience
widespread acceptance. Jesus knew that the nature of His earthly ministry would
eventually alienate even those who knew Him well.
The Galileans welcomed Jesus, having witnessed some of His miraculous signs in
Jerusalem (4:45).
The Galileans received Jesus with open arms. Many of them had been in
Jerusalem for the Feast of Passover where they witnessed a number of Jesus’ miracles
(John 2:23). Some had put their faith in Jesus. However, many seem to have been
motivated to follow Him simply to see Him perform miracles and to possibly receive the
benefits of some of His miracles. This may be why John included Jesus’ statement about
a prophet not receiving honor in his own hometown. People look to Jesus for all sorts of
reasons, often motivated by selfish desires or perceived needs rather than a desire to
honor Jesus for who He is—the Son of God.
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Jesus knows that the human heart
is weak when it comes to faith (4:46-48).
After His resurrection Jesus pronounced a blessing on those who believe without
having witnessed directly His miraculous power (John 20:29). Many people, however,
simply refuse to believe in Jesus unless they see something impressive, unusual, or even
miraculous. They demand that God prove Himself to them. Jesus knows that our hearts
are weak when it comes to matters of faith.
Jesus returned to Cana, the site of His first miracle (4:46a).
It’s interesting to read that Jesus returned to Cana, where He’d performed His first
miracle by turning water into wine. Although Jesus accomplished this miracle relatively
secretly, word must have spread throughout that village. Jesus would have received a
warm welcome in Cana, especially from the couple whose wedding He’d rescued from
social disaster.
A royal official from Capernaum went and begged Jesus to heal his dying son (4:46b47).
Nearly twenty miles away, in Capernaum, a royal official (sometimes translated
“nobleman”), heard that Jesus had returned to Galilee. This man may have served in the
courts of Herod Antipas, who ruled over the region. This royal official’s son was sick, on
the verge of death. The royal official traveled to Cana where he begged Jesus to heal his
son. The verb form implies that the official repeatedly asked Jesus for help. He wanted
Jesus to go with him back to Capernaum and meet this dire need.
Jesus responded by saying that people refused to believe in Him unless they saw
miraculous signs (4:48).
Jesus’ response to the request from the royal official seems at first glance to be
rather cold. “Unless you people see signs and wonders, you will never believe.”
Apparently the royal official wasn’t interested in following Jesus as Messiah, but simply
wanted Jesus to meet his son’s need. Jesus’ statement pressed this man to look deeper
into his heart, to push past the weakness of his faith and see Jesus in a greater light. Jesus
knows that in matters of faith our human hearts are weak.

Jesus often accommodates our
weaknesses in order to meet our needs (4:49-53).
Even though the royal official, and probably many others in the crowd that day,
were weak in matters of faith Jesus met his need. He takes us where we are and, if our
hearts truly seek Him, brings us to a new level of belief.
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The royal official persisted in asking Jesus to heal his dying son (4:49).
In the face of Jesus’ challenge, the royal official persisted in his request. His love
for his “little boy” (the Greek term is a diminutive form) and his confidence in Jesus’
ability to heal his son moved him to ask Jesus again to go to Capernaum.
Jesus assured the royal official that his son would live, and the royal official believed
Jesus (4:50).
Jesus graciously accommodated the royal official’s weak but developing faith.
He commanded the man, “Go,” and assured him that his son would live. The royal
official believed Jesus’ promise and departed. He didn’t hesitate even though Jesus
wasn’t going to go to Capernaum with him. He trusted Jesus to perform a miracle in his
son’s life even at a distance. The royal official’s faith must have been growing since he
didn’t insist on Jesus going with him. He believed, and he obeyed.
When the royal official met up with his servants he learned that his son was still alive
(4:51).
Apparently the royal official’s servants, as soon as they recognized a change in
the boys’ condition, went to inform their master. As the official made his way back to
Capernaum, he encountered his servants and heard the good news that his son was alive
and well.
The royal official discovered that his son was healed at the moment Jesus had spoken
His healing assurance (4:52-53a).
The official asked his servants about the timing of his son’s recovery. The
servants indicated that the fever that gripped the boy’s body left him the previous day, at
the seventh hour (either 1:00 or 7:00 p.m., depending on John’s reckoning of time). It
seems that the royal official received Jesus’ assurance too late for the man to make it
back to Capernaum that day. But the official, now referred to with the more personal title
of “father,” recognized that his boy was healed at the precise moment Jesus declared that
he would live. His son’s miraculous healing was attributable only to Jesus.
The royal official and his entire household put their faith in Jesus (4:53b).
The royal official and his whole household now believed in Jesus. The man’s
faith progressed from a belief in what Jesus could do for him and his son to a belief in
Jesus in His fullness, worthy of faith as the Messiah and Son of God. Jesus
accommodates our weak faith to meet our needs and then helps us grow in our faith.
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Jesus proved over and over
again that He is God in the flesh (4:54).
Jesus performed many miracles during His earthly ministry, miracles that
demonstrated His divine authority.
John identified the healing of the royal official’s son as the second miraculous sign
pointing to Jesus’ deity (4:54a).
John presents a series of miraculous signs in his Gospel in order to point people to
faith in Jesus (John 20:30-31). The healing of the royal official’s son is the second of
these signs (though clearly not the second miracle Jesus had performed, based on John
2:23). This particular miracle proved Jesus’ power over space and distance and His
ability to cure the incurable.
Jesus had performed other signs while in Judea and now would do so in Galilee
(4:54b).
John mentions that this miracle took place after Jesus had been active in Judea,
where He’d performed other miracles. Jesus would now focus His attention on Galilee.
Wherever He went, Jesus proved through His message and His miracles that He is the
Son of God, God in the flesh. He’s worthy of our faith. Like the royal official, we can
trust Jesus as Lord over life’s most difficult challenges.
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Jesus Heals a Disabled Man
(John 5:1-15)
In a mobile society immobility is one of the most difficult challenges in life.
While many disabled people today have found new freedom through improved
accommodations to their needs, there are many others in the world who have little or no
support to help them with their disabilities. Jesus encountered a disabled man who had
no help and no hope. He was alone, incapacitated by some affliction, and doubtless
forced to beg for his subsistence. Into this man’s life Jesus interjected hope, healing, and
a renewed spiritual opportunity. When Jesus touches our lives, our lives will never be the
same.

Jesus knows our needs
even before we express them (5:1-7).
Prayer isn’t so much a matter of informing God about our needs as it is informing
ourselves about our dependence on Him. Jesus knows our needs, just as He knew the
prevailing need of a disabled man near the Pool of Bethesda in Jerusalem.
After a period of ministry in Galilee, Jesus returned to Jerusalem to celebrate one of
the Jewish feasts (5:1).
Having spent a considerable time in Galilee carrying on His ministry (as recorded
in the Synoptic Gospels), Jesus returned to Jerusalem. He went there to attend “a feast of
the Jews,” an unnamed feast that may have been the spring Feast of Passover, the fall
Feast of Tabernacles, or one of several other major Jewish festivals.
Many sick people gathered at the Pool of Bethesda hoping to be healed, including a
man who had been physically disabled for thirty-eight years (5:2-5).
John gives his readers some background to Jesus’ next miraculous sign,
describing a certain pool in Jerusalem. This pool was located near the Sheep Gate, a gate
that would have led into the sheep market. The name of the pool was Bethesda, which
may mean House of Mercy or House of Outpouring. John described the pool as
consisting of five covered colonnades, or porches. Archaeologists have uncovered this
pool immediately north of the Temple Mount and have identified these five porches—a
rectangular pool surrounded by four porches with a dividing porch in the middle.
The Pool of Bethesda was a gathering place for the sick. John says that many sick
people gathered at the Pool of Bethesda—the blind, the disabled, and the paralyzed, to
name a few. Apparently there was a tradition, really a superstition, that many Greek
manuscripts include as a part of John’s description in this passage (though it may have
been inserted later for clarity). According to this tradition, the sick were waiting for an
angel of the Lord to come down from time to time and agitate the water in the pool. At
that moment, the first person to enter the pool would be healed of any kind of illness.
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The man who became the object of Jesus’ attention that day was one of those
helpless individuals whose only hope lay in the possibility of entering the pool at the
right time in order to be healed. This man was unable to walk. He had endured this
infirmity for thirty-eight years. For nearly four decades he’d wished for healing, and was
willing to place his hope in a hopeless superstition.
Jesus asked the disabled man if he wanted to be healed (5:6).
As Jesus walked among the sick at the Pool of Bethesda, He took note of this
disabled man lying on his mat near the pool. Jesus knew that the man had been disabled
for a very long time—He knows our condition and cares for our needs. Jesus addressed
the disabled man, asking, “Do you wish to become whole?” This was a perceptive
question on Jesus’ part. He wanted to test the man’s will, to elevate the man to hope, to
draw the man’s attention away from superstition to a real solution.
The disabled man said that he had no one to help him into the presumably healing
waters of the pool at the right time (5:7).
The disabled man explained to Jesus that he had no one to help him get into the
pool when the waters were agitated and therefore others always entered ahead of him.
This man was all alone. He had no one. He had no help. He had no hope. He needed
Jesus. Jesus knew this man’s condition and tested his heart. He knows our needs even
before we express them.

Jesus calls us to obey Him
even when it’s difficult (5:8-13).
Jesus was about to heal the disabled man, but the man would have to trust Jesus
and obey a very difficult command—to “get up and walk.”
Jesus commanded the disabled man to get up, pick up his mat, and walk (5:8).
The disabled man’s helpless condition put him in the place of total dependence on
Jesus. Jesus told this man, “Rise, pick up your mat, and walk!” For a man who hadn’t
walked in thirty-eight years, such a command was difficult if not impossible to
comprehend.
Immediately the disabled man was healed and obeyed Jesus’ command (5:9a).
At that instant—“immediately”—Jesus infused the disabled man with His healing
power. The man became whole. His bones, his muscles, his ligaments, his tendons, his
nerves that had been dormant for decades suddenly became alive and fully capable of
supporting this man again. The man obeyed Jesus’ unusual command, stood to his feet,
picked up his mat, and began to walk. The atmosphere must have been electric. The man
must have been ecstatic. The crowd must have been amazed at what had just taken place.
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When Jesus speaks, we must obey. When we obey, we see His power at work in our
lives.
Because the man had been healed on the Sabbath, the Jewish leaders reprimanded him
for carrying his mat on that sacred day (5:9b-10).
The day on which this healing miracle took place, the third miraculous sign in
John’s Gospel, was a Sabbath. When the Jewish leaders saw the man who had been
healed carrying his mat through the streets they rebuked him. They told him that it was a
violation of the law for him to carry his mat on the Sabbath. As usual, these religious
legalists were more concerned about their petty interpretation of the law than about the
release from physical bondage of one of their fellow human beings.
The man informed the Jewish leaders that he was merely obeying the command of the
one who had healed him (5:11).
When rebuked by the religious leaders, the man replied that the one who had
healed him had also instructed him to take up his mat and walk. This man was simply
and innocently obeying the one who had power to heal.
When asked who had healed him, the man was unable to answer because Jesus had
withdrawn into the crowd (5:12-13).
The religious leaders asked who had healed the man, who had instructed him to
take up his mat and walk in violation of Sabbath law. But the man didn’t even know the
name of the one who had healed him. Their conversation was brief, and Jesus had
withdrawn into the crowd to avoid drawing attention. This man had simply obeyed Jesus.
He’d obeyed a difficult command and experienced Jesus’ healing power. We, too, must
learn to obey Jesus no matter how difficult we perceive His will to be.

Jesus challenges us to grow
even after we’ve been restored (5:14-15).
Physical healing wasn’t Jesus’ highest priority for the disabled man. He wanted
the man to become spiritually whole.
Jesus sought out the disabled man whom He’d healed and instructed him not to
continue in sin (5:14).
Jesus kept an eye out for the disabled man, and found him in the Temple courts.
There Jesus challenged the man’s spiritual life. Having been restored physically, the
disabled man now needed to grow spiritually. Jesus pointed out that the man had been
restored to full health. He then said, “Don’t sin anymore, so that something worse won’t
happen to you.” Jesus never indicated that every illness is a direct result of sin. In fact,
in John 9:3 He stated that sin wasn’t the reason for a certain blind man’s condition. But
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in the situation of the disabled man, his condition did seem to be connected to a sinful act
on his part. Jesus warned him to change his way of thinking and living. The man now
had a new opportunity at life.
The man went to tell the Jewish leaders that it was Jesus who had healed him (5:15).
Having discovered the identity of the man who had healed him, the formerly
disabled man went to the religious leaders. He told them that it was Jesus who had made
him whole. This man likely reported this as good news—there seems to be nothing
malicious in his report. He simply told those who had inquired that it was Jesus who had
demonstrated this miraculous power in his life. When Jesus touches our lives, we’ll want
to tell others. When Jesus touches our lives, our lives will never be the same.
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Jesus Declares His Deity
(John 5:16-30)
Jesus had healed a disabled man in Jerusalem, and He had done so on a Sabbath
day. The religious leaders of Judaism were incensed over this violation of their narrow
interpretation of God’s Law. Who did this Jesus think He was? Jesus made His true
identity known to these religious leaders by identifying Himself as both God’s Messiah
and God’s Son. He referred to God as His Father, and the religious leaders rightly picked
up on this declaration of Jesus’ deity. Jesus claimed to be equal with God! He
unhesitatingly affirmed His divine identity. Because Jesus is God, He alone can give us
eternal life.
Jesus’ deity is integral to His work in this
world—He is one with the Father (5:16-18).
The doctrine of the deity of Jesus Christ is a core truth of the Christian faith.
Jesus linked His deity with His work in this world. His work included His redemptive
work. Because Jesus is God, He can rescue us from our sins.
Jesus experienced persecution at the hands of the religious leaders for healing on the
Sabbath (5:16).
Because Jesus had healed a disabled man on the Sabbath, the Jews, that is, the
Jewish leaders “persecuted” Him. Persecution can take many forms—verbal abuse,
threats, ridicule, marginalization, torture, and death. At this point Jesus seems to have
become the object of ridicule and rejection on the part of the religious leaders.
Eventually their persecution would escalate to the point that they would send Jesus to the
cross.
Jesus pointed out that His Father was actively working at all times, and that He was
carrying out His Father’s work (5:17).
Jesus responded to the religious leaders by reminding them that God is constantly
at work in the world. His work of divine providence is ongoing. He continually sustains
His creation. The Father had been at work all along, and Jesus was simply entering into
the work of His Father. When Jesus referred to the Father as “my” Father, He clearly
expressed a unique relationship. While we can rightly call God our Father because He
created us, Jesus calls God His own Father because of an eternal relationship within the
Trinity. Jesus is God. He is one with the Father.
The religious leaders determined to kill Jesus because He claimed to be equal with God
(5:18).

Father.

The religious leaders immediately picked up on Jesus’ description of God as His
Their persecution intensified. They were now ready to kill Jesus. Their
61

motivation for such murderous actions was twofold. They despised Jesus for healing on
the Sabbath. In addition, they viewed His statement about God as His own Father to be
blasphemous. The religious leaders recognized that Jesus viewed Himself as having a
unique relationship with the Father (His “own” Father), therefore making Himself
“equal” to God. Far from denying these conclusions, Jesus went on to declare the reality
of His deity. His deity was integral to His work in this world, including His redemptive
work in our lives.
Jesus’ deity is abundantly evident in His claims
about Himself—He alone can grant eternal life (5:19-30).
In a series of declarations about His relationship with the Father, Jesus in no
uncertain terms declared His deity. His claims leave us with no better option other than
to acknowledge Him as our Lord and our God. As such, Jesus alone can grant us eternal
life.
Jesus claimed to work interdependently with the Father, verifying His deity (5:19).
Jesus responded forcefully to the objections of the religious leaders, affirming the
veracity of His claims with the phrase “truly, truly” (compare verses 19, 24, 25). He
began his declaration of His deity by saying that He worked in total cooperation with
God the Father. (Jesus expresses a nearly identical statement in verse 30, making this
concept into bookends to His arguments.) Jesus said that He could not act independently
of the Father, but could only do that which He saw the Father doing. The Father was
actively at work in the world, and Jesus, the Son, was also doing these same works. This
interdependent, cooperative activity of the Father and the Son verifies Jesus’ deity.
Jesus claimed to be the special object of the Father’s love, verifying His deity (5:20a).
“The Father loves the Son,” Jesus stated. Again, Jesus is here speaking in terms
of a unique relationship, distinct from the love that God the Father shows to His creation.
John 3:35 says, “The Father loves the Son and has placed everything in his hands,” using
a term for unconditional love. In John 5:20, Jesus uses a word for brotherly, familial love
in describing the Father’s love for Him. The Father’s love for His Son is complete,
unconditional, and personal. In addition, that love is distinct within the Triune Godhead.
Jesus claimed to be the unique recipient of the Father’s works, verifying His deity
(5:20b).
God the Father revealed all things—all of His works—to His Son, Jesus Christ.
In fact, The Father would show His Son even greater works. Apparently Jesus had in
mind more than the mere revelation of the Father’s works. Participation in those works
was at the heart of this statement. What the Father does, the Son does. These divine,
miraculous works would continue to amaze those who witnessed them.
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Jesus claimed to be able to grant life just like the Father, verifying His deity (5:21).
God is the author of life. He created us, He sustains us, and He can raise the dead.
Jesus stated that the Father raises the dead and gives live. In harmony with this divine
prerogative, Jesus Himself gives life to anyone He desires. Because Jesus can grant life
just like the Father, He is one with the Father, fully divine.
Jesus claimed to possess the prerogative of judgment from the Father, verifying His
deity (5:22).
Within the functional relationship of the Trinity, God the Father has granted the
prerogative of judgment to God the Son. Judgment in its ultimate sense is a work of God
alone. Therefore, the fact that Jesus Christ possesses this responsibility points to His
divine nature.
Jesus claimed that those who honor Him also honor the Father, verifying His deity
(5:23).
Because Jesus Christ will judge the world, He deserves the honor that goes with
this high responsibility. He deserves the honor that God the Father also receives. In fact,
Jesus said that those who do not honor the Son do not honor the Father. Herein lays the
exclusive nature of the Christian faith. We cannot rightly say that we love or honor God
and simultaneously reject Jesus Christ. God the Father sent His Son, Jesus, into this
world and Jesus, because He is God in the flesh, deserves the honor due deity.
Jesus claimed that those who hear Him and believe the Father pass from death to life,
verifying His deity (5:24).
Jesus once again stated “truly, truly,” emphasizing the veracity of His statements
about His deity. This time Jesus said that those who hear His word and believe in the one
who sent Him have eternal life. To hear Jesus, that is to receive His claims, and to
believe in the Father as the one who sent Jesus guarantees us eternal life. God the Father
and God the Son are inextricably linked in the granting of eternal life. In addition, Jesus
assures us that those who believe will not enter into judgment. They have passed out of
the realm of death into the realm of life. Jesus bore our judgment on the cross. We can
in no way contribute to the judgment for our sins, but must simply accept by faith the
work that Jesus did for us. Through faith in the Father and the Son we pass from death to
life.
Jesus claimed that those who are dead and hear His voice will live, verifying His deity
(5:25).
For the third time in this setting Jesus said, “Truly, truly I say to you.” He warned
that an hour was coming—and in one sense it had already arrived in the person of Jesus
Christ—in which the dead would hear His voice and live. Jesus referred to Himself as
the Son of God and the one who can grant life. To hear Jesus’ voice is to hear with a
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positive response, a response of faith. Those who hear and believe in Jesus will live, both
now and forever. Eternal life begins at the moment of faith.
Jesus claimed that He possesses life in Himself in relationship with the Father,
verifying His deity (5:26).
Jesus has the power to grant life because He inherently possesses life. He
described the Father as having “life in Himself.” God is self-existent. He is life itself.
That inherent self-existence pervades the triune godhead. In the mystery of the
interworking of the Trinity, God the Father has given God the Son, through an eternal
relationship, “life in Himself.” The Father, Son, and Holy Spirit possess life. The triune
God in His essence is life. All other life is created life. But God inherently possesses
life. Because Jesus inherently possesses life, He is God.
Jesus claimed to have received authority from the Father as the messianic Son of Man,
verifying His deity (5:27).
In the same way that the Father gave the Son the inherent possession of life in an
eternal relationship, so the Father gave the Son authority to make judgment. The right to
judge creation belongs to Jesus Christ as God. But this right surpasses His deity, and also
resides in His humanity as the “Son of Man,” a messianic title (compare Daniel 7:13). As
the Son of God, Jesus is God in the flesh. As the Son of Man, Jesus is the promised
Messiah. Jesus is both God and man in one. He has the right to render judgment.
Jesus claimed that in the future He will resurrect the dead who will experience either
life or judgment, verifying His deity (5:28-29).
Jesus told His audience not to be amazed at His statements—His claims to deity
and His life-giving power. He promised that an hour was coming when those in the
tombs would hear (and respond to) His voice. In that future day the dead will come out
of the tombs. Those who have “done good,” that is those who have responded favorably
to Jesus and His teachings will experience a resurrection of life. By contrast, those who
have “practiced evil,” that is those who have rejected Jesus and His teachings will
experience a resurrection of judgment. Eternal life and eternal judgment hang in the
balance of our response to Jesus, His claims, and His redemptive work.
Jesus claimed to work interdependently with the Father and that the Father had sent
Him, verifying His deity (5:30).
Jesus repeats His thought from verse 19, bookending His declaration of His deity
by saying “By myself I can do nothing.” Jesus always worked interdependently with
God the Father. What Jesus heard from the Father He judged, or discerned.
Furthermore, His judgment was always right or just. Jesus did not seek His own will as if
He were working independently from the Father. He always sought the will of the Father
who had sent Him. God the Son consistently worked in harmony with God the Father.
Jesus is God, and therefore He alone can give us eternal life.
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Jesus Defends His Deity
(John 5:31-47)
Jesus is God. He displayed His deity by healing a disabled man by the pool of
Bethesda in Jerusalem. He declared His deity to those who questioned His act of healing
on the Sabbath. Jesus then went on to defend His deity, identifying valid witnesses who
supported His claims. John 5:31-47 shows us that we have more than sufficient reason to
believe that Jesus is God.

We can trust Jesus because He
speaks with the authority of God (5:31-32).
While His words carried inherent authority, Jesus didn’t ask His audience to
simply take Him at His word. He pinned His claims to deity on His relationship with
God the Father. Jesus’ words carried divine authority. Therefore, we can trust Him.
Jesus acknowledged that His testimony about Himself was legally invalid (5:31).
Jesus knew that, legally speaking, His self-testimony was inadmissible. He said
that even though He Himself testified to His deity, His testimony was not “true” in the
sense of “valid.” Jesus knew that Deuteronomy 19:15 insists that at least two or three
witnesses testify in matters of importance before a case can be legally binding. In John
8:13-14 Jesus did affirm the truthfulness of His personal statements, but such statements
in the legal sense were insufficient to support His claims.
Jesus based His testimony on His divine relationship with God the Father (5:32).
Jesus’ accusers didn’t need to rely on His testimony alone. Jesus claimed
“another” who witnessed about Him, and Jesus affirmed that the witness of this other one
was true. By “another” Jesus may have been referring to John the Baptist, whom He
mentions in the next verse. However, the witness of this other one was ongoing—He
uses the present tense verb “witness” in verse 32 in contrast to the past tense in reference
to John the Baptist in verse 33. It seems preferable to understand this other witness in
verse 32 to be God the Father. Jesus never spoke on His own—He spoke only in
harmony with the Father. In others words, Jesus spoke with the authority of God. His
claims to deity were not merely His own claims, but those of His ultimate witness, God
the Father.

We can trust Jesus because He has the
supporting testimony of powerful witnesses (5:33-40).
Jesus now marshals His witnesses, as if parading testimony after testimony before
the court that was sitting in judgment of His claims. He presents four witnesses, proving
that He is God in the flesh and worthy of our faith.
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Jesus identified John the Baptist as a trustworthy witness to His divine claims (5:3335).
John the Baptist was the official, prophetic forerunner of Jesus. John called the
Jews to repentance and proclaimed that Jesus was the promised Messiah (John 1:7-8).
Jesus reminded the religious leaders that they had sent a delegation to John to enquire
about John’s message (see John 1:19-34). John freely testified at that time that Jesus was
the Messiah, the Lamb of God. John was a trustworthy witness. Jesus didn’t really need
human attestation to His claims, as He told the Jewish leaders. But He willingly pointed
to the testimony of John the Baptist so that these religious leaders might be saved. Jesus
then described John as a burning and shining lamp. The people were willing to enjoy
John’s light for a brief period of time, but John’s message quickly earned him opposition
from the religious and political leaders. John was arrested and eventually executed.
Jesus identified His miraculous works as a valid witness to His divine claims (5:36).
For His second witness, Jesus pointed to His miraculous works. These works
served as an even greater testimony to His deity than John’s trustworthy witness. Jesus
stated that His miraculous works were a gift from God the Father. Jesus indicated that
He must finish these works, works that testified about Him. Jesus insisted that His
miraculous works should prove to the religious leaders that He had been sent by the
Father. Those who saw Jesus perform miracles should have readily recognized His
divine nature and purpose. Only stubborn hearts would reject such obvious testimony.
Jesus identified God the Father as the supreme witness to His divine claims (5:37-38).
Jesus’ supreme witness to His deity came from the Father Himself. God the
Father had sent Jesus and had testified to Jesus’ divine relationship. At Jesus’ baptism,
John the Baptist had seen the Holy Spirit descend on Jesus and had heard the Father’s
voice from heaven declare that Jesus was His own Son (John 1:32-34; compare Matthew
3:16-17; Mark 1:9-11; Luke 3:21-22). However, the religious leaders had not heard the
Father’s voice nor seen the descent of the Holy Spirit (or at least didn’t recognize these
audible and visible witnesses). In fact, Jesus says that the religious leaders had never
really heard God’s voice or seen His form. Furthermore, God’s Word didn’t “abide” in
them. Although they claimed to know God’s Word, they didn’t have a relational
knowledge of God. If they truly knew God and God’s Word, they would have received
the one God had sent, Jesus Christ.
Jesus identified the written Scriptures as a life-giving witness to His divine claims
(5:39-40).
Jesus’ final witness was the Word of God itself, the written Scriptures. He
indicated that the religious leaders had searched the Scriptures (the verb form could be
taken as a command to search the Scriptures, but more likely refers to their ongoing
practice). They thought that their immersion in the written Word of God would
guarantee them eternal life. Yet they failed to see that these very Scriptures pointed to
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Jesus. The Old Testament witnessed about the Messiah, Jesus. The religious leaders
simply didn’t want to go to Jesus to receive life. In the stubbornness of their hearts they
rejected Jesus, the one to whom the Scriptures testified. Legally, Jesus needed two or
three witnesses to support His claim to deity. He presented four—John the Baptist, His
miraculous works, God the Father, and the written Scriptures. These powerful witnesses
present a compelling case for us to fully trust Jesus.

We can trust Jesus because He boldly
confronts false belief systems (5:41-47).
Jesus didn’t hesitate to point out the errors in the thought processes of His
opponents. He confronted their false beliefs, thereby defending His divine claims.
Jesus accused the religious leaders of being void of love for God (5:41-42).
Jesus didn’t base His ministry on people’s praise—literally He said that He didn’t
receive glory from people. By implication, the religious leaders were more interested in
the praise of their peers than the truth of God. Jesus stated that He knew these religious
leaders. Jesus knew their hearts (compare John 2:24). He knew that they did not have
within them “the love of God,” that is, they did not love God even though God loved
them. God loves us even in our sinfulness. He loves us even when we don’t love Him.
Jesus accused the religious leaders of being spiritually undiscerning (5:43-44).
Jesus came into this world in the Father’s name, that is, with the character and
authority of God the Father. The religious leaders refused to receive Jesus. Yet, these
same religious leaders would eagerly receive others who would come in their own name.
They were more impressed with human achievements than divine endorsement. Because
they were eager to receive glory from one another rather than from the only true God,
they could not believe in Jesus. The religious leaders of Jesus’ day were spiritually
undiscerning. They rejected Jesus, who came from the Father, but would receive others
who came from no base of authority other than their own. Some of the future rebellions
against Roman rule would prove Jesus’ statement to be true. The Jews would, to their
destruction, rally behind would-be messiahs who had no divine authority.
Jesus accused the religious leaders of rejecting the writings of their hero Moses (5:4547).
Jesus now brought Moses into the picture. He said that He did not need to accuse
the religious leaders, presenting their faults to God the Father. Moses had already done
that! The religious leaders had placed their hope in Moses. They believed that by
studying the Mosaic Law and living according to their narrow interpretation of that Law
they would have eternal life. However, had these religious leaders really believed Moses
they would have believed Jesus too. After all, Moses wrote about the Messiah (compare
Deuteronomy 18:15). Therefore, since the religious leaders didn’t really believe “the
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letters” (the writings of Moses, the Torah), they would never believe the words of Jesus.
His claims will fall on deaf ears because of their hardened hearts. Jesus wasn’t afraid to
confront the false beliefs of His opponents. He stood for truth. He claimed to be God in
the flesh. He marshaled powerful witnesses to testify to this truth. Only spiritual
stubbornness would prevent the religious leaders of His day from believing in Him.
Spiritual stubbornness continues to keep people from Jesus in spite of the fact that we
have more than sufficient reason to believe that Jesus is God.
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Jesus Feeds the Five Thousand
(John 6:1-15)
Jesus’ miraculous feeding of the five thousand dramatically portrays Him as our
powerful, compassionate, creative God and Savior. Jesus drew great crowds because of
His miracles. He cared about the physical needs of a hungry crowd, as well as their
spiritual needs. Jesus produced abundant bread and fish out of a boy’s lunch. He also
taught His disciples the power of faith. The only miracle apart from Jesus’ resurrection
that’s recorded in all four Gospels, this miracle reminds us that only Jesus can fully
satisfy our greatest needs.

Jesus knows our
deepest needs (6:1-4).
Jesus, God’s eternal Son, knows our needs. This fact alone should help us face
trials and uncertainties with greater hope and faith. Beyond our basic needs, Jesus also
knows our deepest needs, our hunger for meaning and ultimately a relationship with God.
Many people followed Jesus because they had witnessed His miraculous healing power
(6:1-2).
A comparison with the Synoptic Gospels—Matthew, Mark, and Luke—reveals
that Jesus carried on an extensive ministry in Galilee between His healing of the disabled
man (John 5:1-15) and the feeding of the five thousand (John 6:1-15). John picks up the
record “after these things” and describes Jesus’ departure across the Sea of Galilee (also
called the Sea of Tiberias). The Synoptic Gospels indicate that Jesus was seeking time
with His disciples away from the crowds, but the people followed Him nonetheless. In
fact, a great crowd pursued Him. These people were motivated by the miraculous signs
that Jesus had performed, specifically His healing of the sick. While the motives of the
crowd are understandable, they weren’t as praiseworthy as they could have been. Jesus
came not only to ease physical suffering; He came also to relieve the deeper issues of sin
in human hearts.
Jesus led His disciples to a place where He could teach them and the crowd (6:3-4).
Jesus intentionally went up onto an elevated hillside overlooking the Sea of
Galilee where He sat with His disciples. From this vantage point Jesus could address a
large crowd, teaching their hearts the truths that would speak to the deeper needs of their
lives. John states that the Jewish Passover feast was approaching, not only providing a
time reference (springtime), but also hinting at the spiritual aspect of Jesus’ ministry.
Passover celebrated Israel’s release from bondage, and Jesus’ message proclaimed
spiritual freedom from the bondage of sin. Jesus knows our deepest needs. He wants to
touch and transform our hearts.
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Jesus invites us to
bring our needs to Him (6:5-9).
While Jesus is deeply interested in the deepest needs of our hearts, He cares about
our basic needs as well. When He saw the hungry crowd, Jesus initiated a plan to meet
that most basic need. He invites us to bring our needs to Him.
Jesus tested Philip by asking him how they could provide food for the crowd of hungry
followers (6:5-6).
Jesus saw the growing crowd, a crowd that had been following Him for a
considerable period of time according to the other Gospel accounts. He knew that the
people were worn out and hungry. So Jesus asked Philip, one of His twelve disciples,
where they could buy bread to feed such a large crowd. Apparently Jesus wanted to
stretch Philip’s faith. John mentions that Jesus raised this question with Philip to test
him. Jesus already knew that He would perform a great miracle that would satisfy the
crowd’s physical hunger. Jesus knows our needs and He knows how He’ll meet those
needs. But Jesus also engages us in the process. Jesus wants us to pray and to trust Him.
Philip pointed out the impossible magnitude of feeding such a large crowd (6:7).
Philip immediately recognized the impossibility of feeding such a large crowd
given the resources at hand. Where among the little villages of Galilee would such an
amount of bread be readily available? Where would they get enough money to buy that
much bread? Philip did a quick calculation and pointed out that two hundred days’
wages wouldn’t be enough for everyone in the crowd to get even a small taste of bread.
The resources simply weren’t available. The cost was too great. Philip was about to
learn that the greatest resource is Jesus, who alone can do that which is impossible by all
other measures.
Andrew identified a boy who had five loaves and two fish (6:8-9).
Andrew, another of Jesus’ twelve disciples and the brother of Simon Peter, told
Jesus that a boy in the crowd had some food. This boy’s lunch consisted of five small
barley loaves and two small fish. (John uses a word that indicates a small, salted fish that
might be used more as a relish to add flavor.) Then Andrew poses a pregnant question:
“But what are these among so many?” Andrew may have anticipated that Jesus would do
something miraculous. Jesus had invited His disciples to consider a solution to the needs
of the crowd. He invites us to bring our needs to Him.

Jesus often meets our needs in
unexpected and abundant ways (6:10-13).
Jesus was about to perform a great miracle, one of the best known miracles of His
entire ministry. He would feed the crowd by multiplying five loaves and two small fish!
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Jesus instructed His disciples to have the people sit down (6:10).
The time had come for Jesus to demonstrate once again His divine power. He
told His disciples to have the people “recline,” inviting the crowd to rest and be
refreshed. It was springtime and the hills were lush with green grass. A more pleasant
setting we can’t imagine—a grassy green hillside overlooking the Sea of Galilee. John
states that the “men” (a specific term for males) numbered about five thousand. The total
number of people must have been significantly larger than this.
Jesus gave thanks and then divided the bread and the fish until everyone’s need was
fully satisfied (6:11).
Jesus took the five barley loaves and the two small fish that the boy had offered
and gave thanks. His practice reminds us that we should always express thanks to God
for His provisions in our lives, at mealtimes and at all times. Having given thanks, Jesus
then divided the loaves and the fish and, with the help of His disciples, passed the food
throughout the crowd. With our best imaginations we can barely conceive of what took
place. As Jesus broke the loaves, more bread appeared. As Jesus divided the fish, more
was already present. There was an endless supply of food, generated by the creative
power of Jesus, the one who created the universe (John 1:3). The disciples must have
been dumbfounded. Jesus must have been delighted. The people received as much bread
and fish as they desired. No one went away hungry that day.
Jesus instructed His disciples to gather the leftovers and they collected enough to fill
twelve baskets (6:12-13).
When the people were full, Jesus told His disciples to gather the leftover pieces of
bread and fish so that nothing would be wasted. The disciples filled twelve baskets with
the fragments of the barley loaves. Apparently each of the twelve disciples received a
basket full of bread as a reminder to them of Jesus’ creative, miraculous, compassionate
power. Jesus met the needs of the hungry crowd in and unexpected and abundant way.

Jesus turns our needs into
opportunities to grow in our faith (6:14-15).
Having met the physical needs of the crowd by feeding them loaves and fish,
Jesus redirected the crowd’s attention from a physical to a spiritual kingdom.
The people began to think of Jesus as the promised prophet who would deliver them
from their physical oppression (6:14).
The people reclining on the Galilean hillside that day witnessed a miracle. Jesus
fed over five thousand people by breaking five small loaves and two small fish. The
people concluded that Jesus was the prophet whom they expected to come into the world.
By “the prophet” they probably had in mind Moses’ prediction about a coming prophet
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(Deuteronomy 18:15-19). This promised prophet would perform miracles and deliver
God’s people just as Moses had done. With this perspective in mind, the crowd began to
cast their eyes on Jesus as a political liberator.
Jesus withdrew in order to prevent the crowd from pursuing their desire to make Him
into a king (6:15).
Jesus knew what was brewing in the minds of the crowd that day. The people
wanted to make Jesus a king! But Jesus had a different mission. He came to liberate us
from our sins. In order to defuse the situation, Jesus dismissed the crowd and left, going
by Himself into the surrounding hills. Rather than let the people make Him a king, Jesus
wanted the people to grow spiritually. He wanted them to recognize Him as their
Messiah and Savior, a spiritual king rather than a political king. From meeting their basic
physical needs that day, Jesus turned the crowd away from that which wouldn’t meet
their true spiritual needs—a political revolution. Jesus fed five thousand, and He went on
to die for all. He is our Savior, our Lord, and our King. We can trust Him with life itself,
and we can trust Him to grant us eternal life. Only Jesus can fully satisfy our greatest
needs.

72

Jesus Walks on Water
(John 6:16-21)
When Jesus walked on water He demonstrated His divine power over nature—the
natural forces of gravity, the laws of physics, even the ability to move effortlessly
through a driving wind on a raging sea. It’s no surprise, therefore, that this miracle
stands out among Jesus’ many works. John included this event among his limited list of
miraculous signs that prove Jesus to be the Son of God (compare John 20:30-31). In
addition to performing an amazing miracle by walking on water, Jesus also demonstrated
His loving care for His frightened and floundering disciples. From this incident we learn
that we can trust Jesus no matter how stormy life becomes.

We must learn to obey Jesus
in spite of life’s uncertainties (6:16-17).
Having met the needs of an extremely large crowd by feeding them with five
loaves and two fish, Jesus sent the crowd and His disciples away. He then went away by
Himself. He would reconnect with His disciples in yet another display of His miraculous
power.
Jesus’ disciples got into a boat to make their way to Capernaum (6:16-17a).
As evening approached at the end of a very busy day for Jesus and His disciples,
the disciples made their way down the hillside to the shore of the Sea of Galilee. There
they got into a boat and made their way toward Capernaum. Since several of Jesus’
disciples were experienced fishermen, their journey on the water would have posed no
threat. They had simply obeyed Jesus and began the journey without Him.
Jesus had not yet joined His disciples and darkness settled in on them (6:17b).
John notes that it became dark and Jesus had not caught up with His disciples.
It’s possible that the disciples waited for Jesus until the last minute, hoping that He would
join them before they launched out on the water. Since it was now dark, they knew Jesus
wouldn’t join them. In spite of their uncertainty about Jesus’ intentions, they obeyed
Him and began their journey. We may not always know what Jesus has in store for us,
but we must always obey Him without hesitation.

We must learn to trust
Jesus in spite of life’s risks (6:18).
Like Jesus’ disciples, we too face unforeseen risks in life. But we can trust Jesus
to see us through life’s most difficult challenges.
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A great storm came over the sea, making sailing treacherous (6:18).
John simply states that after the disciples left shore a great storm developed over
the Sea of Galilee. The wind blew and churned up the water to the degree that the
disciples’ lives were at risk. Such storms on the Sea of Galilee occasionally caught even
the most seasoned fishermen off guard.
The disciples found themselves in great danger, at risk of losing their lives.
The disciples were in real danger of losing their lives. Only Jesus could
intervene. When life throws storms in our path, we need to remember to look to Jesus
first and foremost. He alone can help us weather the storms of life.

We must learn to wonder at
Jesus in spite of life’s fears (6:19-20).
While His disciples were straining at the oars on a stormy sea, Jesus was already
on His way to help. Even though Jesus’ appearance produced fear, the disciples must
have soon been overcome with a sense of wonder at Jesus’ miraculous power.
As the disciples rowed against the storm they saw Jesus walking to them on the water
(6:19a).
The disciples assumed that their only hope for survival on the stormy sea was to
make shore. They rowed against the waves for a long time, covering about “twenty or
thirty stadia,” or about three or three and a half miles. This must have been
backbreaking, exhausting work in such conditions. But the disciples had no choice. To
stop rowing would mean certain death. Then Jesus appeared, walking on top of the
stormy sea! He came close enough to the boat that the disciples could see Him clearly.
Here was Jesus, walking to them on the water.
The disciples were afraid at the sight of Jesus walking on the water (6:19b).
When the disciples saw Jesus they were afraid. The sight of a man walking on the
water would unsettle the most convinced believer. The unexpected and unusual presence
of Jesus, coupled with the real danger of the storm and the exhaustion of rowing,
produced understandable fear in the hearts of the disciples.
Jesus identified Himself and assured His disciples that they did not need to be afraid
(6:20).
Jesus reassuringly identified Himself to His disciples, saying, “I am.” He then
told them not to be afraid. There was no need to fear. Jesus had intervened. He was now
present with His disciple and ready to rescue them from danger. He had walked to them
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on the water in order to bring them to safety. His powerful presence replaces fear with
wonder.

We must learn to receive Jesus
in spite of life’s alternatives (6:21).
The disciples could have disregarded Jesus in that moment, writing off His
appearance as a mere aberration. They could have insisted on solving the problem in
their own strength and kept rowing. But they chose instead to receive Jesus, to welcome
Him into the boat.
The disciples welcomed Jesus into the boat (6:21a).
John says that when Jesus approached the boat, walking on the water, the
disciples “desired” to take Him on board. They were eager to welcome Jesus and the
help that only He could provide. Too many people choose to face life on their own
instead of receiving Jesus.
The boat immediately reached its destination safely (6:21b).
When Jesus entered the boat, everything changed. The disciples were no longer
in danger. “Immediately” the boat reached shore, landing at the intended destination.
Jesus miraculously went to His disciples by walking on the water. He miraculously
rescued them from danger by bringing them quickly to shore. Jesus cares about our lives.
He offers to meet our needs. He gave Himself to rescue us from our sins. We can trust
Jesus no matter how stormy life becomes.
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The Bread of Life Discourse—Placing Faith in Jesus
(John 6:22-29)
People sometimes follow Jesus for the wrong reasons. We tend to seek Jesus for
what we can get out of the relationship, rather than because Jesus in and of Himself is
worth following. The day after He fed the five thousand, and having gone away in the
night, Jesus arrived back in Capernaum. When word of Jesus’ whereabouts reached the
crowd, the people pursued Him once again. This encounter led to Jesus’ “Bread of Life
Discourse,” an extended conversation about the nature of discipleship. To follow Jesus is
to be intimately committed to Him. Such commitment begins with belief, belief that
Jesus is the Son of God, the Savior of the world. Faith is the first step in our eternal
relationship with Jesus Christ. Because we sometimes follow Jesus for the wrong
reasons, we need from time to time to reevaluate our commitment to Him.

Check your motives—
why are you interested in following Jesus? (6:22-24)
This encounter between Jesus and a number of His would be followers took place
in the synagogue at Capernaum (John 6:59). There, Jesus challenged the people who
were following Him for selfish reasons.
The day after Jesus fed the five thousand the people couldn’t find Him (6:22).
After feeding the five thousand, Jesus sent His disciples away by boat, dismissed
the crowd, and evaporated into the surrounding landscape (Matthew 14:22-23). Later,
Jesus walked on the water to meet up with His disciples on the Sea of Galilee. The next
morning they returned to shore and made their way to Capernaum. The crowd that had
been fed the day before was eager to see Jesus again. The people realized that Jesus
hadn’t gotten into the boat with the disciples, and that there had only been one boat.
Jesus had stayed back. The people must have figured that it would be relatively easy to
find Jesus again that day, but He was nowhere to be found.
More people came from Tiberias looking for Jesus (6:23).
The city of Tiberias, located on the western shore of the Sea of Galilee, was close
enough to Jesus’ miraculous feeding of the five thousand that word about this miracle
would have reached the people of that city very quickly. Boats from Tiberias now
arrived with still more people looking for Jesus. John 6:23 notes that Jesus had “given
thanks” for the bread that the people had eaten the day before. The people recognized
that Jesus possessed power. They must have been curious, eager to witness another
miracle. They also enjoyed the bread!
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The people left the area and went to Capernaum to look for Jesus (6:24).
Realizing that neither Jesus nor His disciples were still in the vicinity, the people
clambered into the boats that had just arrived from Tiberias and went to Capernaum,
Jesus’ adopted home town. They were highly motivated to see Jesus. Their motives for
seeking Jesus, however, were certainly mixed at best. We do well to check our motives
for following Jesus.

Check your priorities—
what value do you place on eternal life? (6:25-27)
Jesus never hesitated to confront people about the issues of their hearts. He wants
us to set the right priorities in life, to value eternal life.
When the people found Jesus, they asked when He had arrived at this new location
(6:25).
Jesus had arrived at Capernaum (“on the other side of the lake”), where the people
found Him later that day. The people, respectfully addressing Jesus as their Rabbi or
teacher, asked when He arrived there. They were no doubt curious about how Jesus had
slipped by them.
Jesus warned the people not to seek physical bread but to pursue eternal life (6:26-27).
Jesus knows our hearts. He immediately challenged the people who had followed
Him after the feeding of the five thousand. He emphasized the veracity of His statement,
saying “truly, truly,” and then challenged the people to evaluate their priorities. They
had, Jesus pointed out, sought Him not because of the signs that pointed to His deity but
because they ate bread and were physically satisfied. These people were more interested
in their stomachs than their hearts. They were concerned about their physical needs
instead of their spiritual needs. Jesus then warned the people not to work for food that
perishes, or spoils. Instead, they were to work for the food that lasts, or abides. That
food, Jesus said, is eternal life. Furthermore, eternal life is linked with Jesus Himself
(John 6:54). Jesus promised that He, the “Son of Man” (a messianic title), could give
them this eternal life. He could do so because God the Father had “sealed” Him, marked
His Son as the sole source of eternal life.
Jesus had told the Samaritan woman at the well that her thirst was a spiritual thirst
(John 4:10). He now wanted the people who were seeking Him to realize that their
hunger was really a spiritual hunger. Eternal life must take precedence over the physical
worries of life. We must check our priorities and follow Jesus because He alone can
satisfy our deepest hunger.
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Check your beliefs—
what role does faith play in your spiritual experience? (6:28-29)
Since eternal life is the priority, we must have a clear understanding of how to
receive this gift of life. Jesus pointed the people to the essential nature of faith.
The people asked Jesus what work God required of them (6:28).
Because Jesus said to work for eternal food, the people sought clarification. What
works must they do in order to know that they were doing the works of God? In other
words, what must they do to earn eternal life?
Jesus told the people that the work of God is to believe in the one whom God sent
(6:29).
Jesus explained that the work of God isn’t a human work. We can’t earn eternal
life. The work of God is a divine work. God alone can grant eternal life. The work of
God for us is simply to believe in the one the Father sent—Jesus Christ. Eternal life
hinges on a faith relationship with Jesus. The only way we can satisfy our deepest
hunger, our spiritual hunger, is to put our faith in Jesus. Through faith in Jesus Christ we
receive eternal life. Faith is the first step in our eternal relationship with Jesus Christ.
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The Bread of Life Discourse—Finding Satisfaction in Jesus
(John 6:30-40)
When we follow Jesus for the right reason—because He is worthy of our
devotion—we discover that Jesus satisfies our deepest spiritual hunger. He is the “Bread
of Life.” Without Jesus, our hearts are hungry. We crave something that can’t be
satisfied with mere achievements or pleasures. We hunger for meaning, for purpose, for
harmony with our Creator. Jesus alone can satisfy this hunger of our hearts.

Jesus is the bread from heaven—
He alone offers supreme satisfaction (6:30-33).
Having challenged the crowd to think beyond their physical appetites and focus
on eternal life, Jesus responded to a question about the manna in the desert. Could Jesus
provide for His followers in the same way that Moses provided for his?
The people asked Jesus to give them a miraculous sign, like the manna in the
wilderness, so that they would believe (6:30-31).
Jesus had accused the people of missing the point of His miraculous signs (John
6:26). Now the people asked Jesus to perform another miracle. They claimed that they
would believe in Him if only He would give them a sign. Apparently, feeding five
thousand people with just two little loaves of bread and five small fish wasn’t enough to
convince them to believe! They wanted to control Jesus, to put Him in a box of their
design. The people reminded Jesus that their forefathers received bread from heaven, the
miraculous manna. They even cited Scripture, Palm 78:24, to bolster their case. Moses
had provided for the needs of his followers. Now they expected Jesus to do the same.
Jesus said that God gave the manna just as He gave the true bread from heaven, the
one who came down from heaven and gives life (6:32-33).
Jesus emphasized the importance of His statement with the words “truly, truly.”
He then pointed out that the manna in the wilderness, the “bread from heaven,” came
from God the Father and not from Moses. In fact, Jesus referred to the Father as “my
Father,” underscoring His unique, divine relationship with God the Father. Jesus also
said that His Father gave “the true bread.” He then explained that this true bread was
none other than Jesus Himself. The “bread of God” is the one who “comes down from
heaven and gives life to the world.” Here Jesus expressed His eternal relationship with
the Father and His heavenly origin. Jesus is God. He is the bread from heaven. He alone
offers supreme satisfaction for our spiritual hunger.
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Jesus is the bread of life—
He alone offers lasting satisfaction (6:34-36).
Jesus is the bread from heaven, and He is the bread of life. He offers supreme
satisfaction and lasting satisfaction. He is worthy of our faith.
The people asked Jesus to give them the true bread from heaven (6:34).
At this point in the dialogue, the people asked Jesus to always give them this
bread—to satisfy their hunger endlessly. Their words are reminiscent of the words of the
woman at the well who asked Jesus to give her living water so that she would no longer
need to retrieve water from the well (John 4:15). This woman didn’t quite catch Jesus’
meaning, nor did the people who asked Jesus to give them the bread from heaven. Both
had a physical need in mind. Jesus wants to satisfy the heart.
Jesus declared that He is the bread of life which alone satisfies completely (6:35).
At this point Jesus stated plainly, “I am the bread of life.” This is the first of
seven “I am” statements in John’s gospel. As the bread of life, Jesus claimed that anyone
who comes to Him will never hunger and anyone who believes in Him will never thirst.
He alone can satisfy our spiritual needs. He equates coming to Him with believing in
Him. An intentional expression of faith is the only path to eternal life. We must simply
believe in Jesus Christ for our salvation, our spiritual satisfaction.
Jesus rebuked the people for having seen Him and refusing to believe in Him (6:36).
Having offered Himself to the people as the bread of life, Jesus then rebuked them
for refusing to believe in Him in spite of having witnessed His miracles. The people
demanded more and more signs, but were less and less willing to commit themselves to
Jesus. As the bread of life, Jesus alone offers lasting satisfaction.

Jesus is the Son of God—
He alone offers guaranteed satisfaction (6:37-40).
As the bread from heaven, Jesus offers supreme satisfaction. As the bread of life,
Jesus offers lasting satisfaction. As the Son of God, Jesus offers certain satisfaction.
Because He is God, we can trust Him fully.
Jesus assured the people that He would accept all who the Father gives Him (6:37).
Jesus said, “All that the Father gives me will come to me, and whoever comes to
me I will never drive away.” Jesus knew that not many of the people who questioned
Him that day would continue to follow Him. But God the Father had appointed some to
remain as His followers. Those given by the Father would “come” to Jesus. Those not
given by the Father would abandon Jesus. We see here a reference to the mystery of
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faith, a mystery that includes the prompting of God and the right response of the human
heart. While we can’t fully comprehend the way in which the Father sends people to His
Son, we can understand our need to follow Jesus. When we decide to follow Jesus, Jesus
will never turn us away. It’s also worth noting that when Jesus said “all” that the Father
gives, He used a form of the word that implies the comprehensive gathering of followers.
When He said, “whoever” comes, He used a form that implies individual commitment.
Jesus accepts each and every individual who comes to Him by faith, and in doing so He
gathers that body of believers ordained by the Father. We can trust Jesus’ guarantee to
accept us when we come to Him.
Jesus assured the people that He came from heaven to fulfill the will of the Father
(6:38).
Jesus had been sent by God the Father. He was careful in His earthly ministry to
do only that which was the Father’s will. Having come from heaven, Jesus was
submissive to the Father. He didn’t operate out of His own human will, but always
honored the divine will.
Jesus assured the people that He would resurrect all who the Father gives Him (6:39).
Jesus went on to explain one aspect of the Father’s will, the will of the one who
had sent Him. God the Father willed that Jesus would not lose any—all that the Father
had given Him (again, “all” here implies the comprehensive gathering of followers). In
fact, Jesus would raise this body of followers in the last day, a reference to the future
resurrection of His people.
Jesus assured the people that everyone who believes in Him will have eternal life
according to the Father’s will (6:40).
Again clarifying the will of the Father, Jesus said that everyone (here pointing to
individual faith) who looks to Jesus and believes in Him will have eternal life. As in
verse 35, where Jesus equates coming to Him with believing in Him, Jesus equates
looking (observing intently) to Him with believing in Him. Eternal life is dependent on
our faith response to the person and work of Jesus Christ. All who believe in Him will
experience real life here and now, and will participate in resurrected life in the last day.
Because Jesus is God, we can trust Him completely to satisfy our need for real and
lasting life. Jesus alone can satisfy the hunger of our hearts.
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The Bread of Life Discourse—Acknowledging Surrender to Jesus
(John 6:41-51)
Jesus is worth following even if He never answered a prayer or blessed us in any
way. He is God’s Son, God in the flesh, our Savior and our Lord. When we recognize
that Jesus is worthy of our unreserved devotion, we discover that He satisfies the deepest
hunger of our hearts. He is the bread of life. Therefore, the most sensible decision we
can make is to surrender our lives totally to Jesus. This begins by surrendering our minds
to the truth about Jesus.

Surrender to the fact that Jesus came
from heaven—He alone is God in the flesh (6:41-43).
Jesus came from heaven to live among us. His heavenly origin indicates that He
is God, God in the flesh, fully worthy of our surrender.
The Jews grumbled because Jesus claimed to come from heaven even though they
knew Jesus’ earthly family (6:41-42).
Jesus had explained to the people who had sought Him for bread that, through
faith in Him, they could instead receive eternal life. This was, of course, a bold claim.
Jesus claimed to be the source of unending, abundant life. At this claim “the Jews,” that
is, Jesus’ antagonists began to murmur among themselves. They were disturbed that
Jesus had said that He was the bread that came down from heaven. They recognized that
He was claiming to be the unique Son of God. But many of these people, because they
lived in Galilee, knew Jesus’ family—they knew Joseph and Mary. They likely were
unaware of Jesus’ miraculous conception and birth. Therefore, their assumptions about
Jesus made them question His claim to have come from heaven.
Jesus warned the Jews not to grumble over that which they didn’t understand (6:43).
Jesus knew the nature of the people’s murmuring. He simply warned them to stop
grumbling among themselves. Clearly they did not know the facts of His origin, nor
were they yet willing to submit to the truth. There are many things about God and His
Son that we won’t fully understand. However, faith is still an appropriate response to the
Lord. We must surrender to the fact that Jesus came from heaven. He is God in the
flesh.

Surrender to the fact that Jesus is the only source of
salvation—He alone is the object of the Father’s attraction (6:44-45).
Because Jesus came from heaven He’s the source of our salvation. God the
Father draws people to His Son, not to our own efforts or to some other ideology for
salvation. We must surrender to the fact that Jesus Christ is the only source of salvation.
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Jesus declared that no one can come to Him unless the Father draws that person
(6:44).
As He did in John 6:37, Jesus here indicates that God the Father initiates salvation
in the hearts of His people. The Father “gives” people to Jesus. Here, in verse 44, Jesus
says that the Father “draws” people to Jesus. While our salvation depends on a faith
response to Jesus Christ (compare John 6:40), God in some way prompts our hearts to
respond favorably to His Son. He draws us to Jesus. Those the Father draws to Jesus do
in fact respond with faith, because Jesus states that He will raise them up at the
resurrection in the last day. In John 12:32 Jesus states that He Himself draws people. So
our salvation involves the work of the Father and the Son (and the Holy Spirit) in
drawing our minds and hearts to the truth of Jesus’ saving power. It also involves our
faith response to Jesus Christ. Only Jesus can save us.
Jesus cited the prophets to underscore the fact that anyone who listens to the Father
will come to Jesus (6:45).
According to Isaiah 54:13, “They will all be taught by God.” Jesus quoted this
verse to emphasize His point. Those who truly seek God will be receptive to Jesus
Christ. Those who “listen” to the Father and “learn” from Him will “come” to Jesus.
Those who claim to love God but have no place in their hearts for Jesus do not truly
know God, because God points people to His Son. Jesus is the object of the Father’s
attraction in the hearts of His people. We must surrender to the fact that Jesus is the only
way to salvation.

Surrender to the fact that Jesus has a unique relationship
with the Father—He alone has truly seen the Father (6:46-47).
Jesus’ claim to be the sole source of salvation rests in the fact of His unique
relationship with God the Father. Only Jesus has truly seen the Father.
Jesus said that no one has seen the Father except the One who came from God (6:46).
Although verse 46 may record an explanatory thought by John, the author of this
Gospel, it actually flows nicely as the very words of Jesus Himself. Jesus said, “No one
has seen the Father except the one who is from God.” Only Jesus had come from God
the Father in heaven. Only Jesus had truly seen the Father. Others, like Moses, had
viewed God in a limited way (compare Exodus 33:18-23). However, only Jesus had
viewed the Father in His fullness. Jesus is one with the Father, existing in triune unity.
Jesus Christ alone could claim such a relationship with the Father.
Jesus declared that those who believe in Him have everlasting life (6:47).
Because Jesus has a unique relationship with God the Father, He alone can offer
eternal life. Jesus promised emphatically, “Truly, truly I say to you, the one who believes
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has eternal life.” Many ancient manuscripts include “in me” in this statement. Those
who believe in Jesus have eternal life. We must believe in the one who is God in the
flesh. We must surrender to the fact that Jesus is the unique Son of God.

Surrender to the fact that Jesus is the
bread of life—He alone can grant eternal life (6:48-50).
Jesus’ unique relationship with the Father means that He is uniquely qualified to
grant eternal life. Jesus is, indeed, the bread of life.
Jesus declared that He is the bread of life (6:48).
Once again Jesus declared, “I am the bread of life” (compare John 6:35). Jesus
alone satisfies our deepest spiritual hunger and sustains our spiritual strength. He is our
bread, our life, our strength.
The manna in the desert could not prevent death (6:49).
The people had pointed out that Moses provided manna in the wilderness (John
6:31). Here, Jesus points out that these same people who ate the manna eventually died.
Manna satisfied their physical hunger and sustained them during this lifetime. But manna
could not satisfy their spiritual hunger or give them life beyond this life.
The bread from heaven, Jesus, overcomes death (6:50).
In contrast to the manna in the wilderness, Jesus is the bread of life, the bread that
came down from heaven to grant life beyond this life. Those who “eat” this bread, Jesus
promised, will not die. To eat the bread of life is to bring Jesus into our hearts by faith
and let His life penetrate every part of our lives. Because Jesus Himself is the author of
life, when we receive Him we receive His life—lasting life, abundant life, eternal life.
We must surrender to the fact that only Jesus can grant this kind of life.

Surrender to the fact that Jesus is the
perfect sacrifice—He alone could die for the world (6:51).
The reason that Jesus can provide eternal life is that He became a sacrifice for our
sins. He died for us so that we can live with Him.
Jesus is the living bread from heaven who gives eternal life (6:51a).
Jesus is the bread of life. He is “the living bread that came down from heaven.”
As the living bread, Jesus inherently possesses life. As the bread of life, Jesus shares that
life with us. Again, Jesus emphasized His heavenly origin. The basis of His authority to
grant life is His divine nature. Those who “eat” (the verb here implies a single act, a
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moment of faith in Jesus rather than an ongoing need to receive Jesus over and over
again) the bread of life, the bread from heaven, “will live forever.” Through faith in
Jesus Christ we receive life now and life forever.
Jesus’ flesh constitutes the living bread that He would give for the world (6:51b).
Having described Himself as the bread of life, Jesus now focuses on the nature of
His mission. This bread, Jesus said, is His flesh—His body. He would give His body as
a sacrifice for our sins. In fact, He would give His life for the entire world. He offers the
whole world eternal life through His vicarious sacrifice. We receive eternal life through
faith in Jesus by “eating” His flesh in the sense of receiving Jesus into our lives. Jesus
alone is the perfect sacrifice for our sins. We must surrender to the fact that He died for
us. We cannot earn salvation by our own efforts. We need a sacrifice, a savior. Jesus is
that sacrifice. He is our Savior. Therefore, the most sensible decision we can make is to
surrender our lives totally to Jesus.
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The Bread of Life Discourse—Developing Spiritual Intimacy with Jesus
(John 6:52-59)
Only Jesus can truly satisfy the spiritual hunger of our hearts. We long for
meaning, purpose, connectedness with our Creator. We crave the eternal within our
limited human existence. We know that there’s more to life than what we see and
experience around us, beyond even our greatest pleasures and achievements. We simply
want more. We need more. We need that which only Jesus can provide, eternal life, life
in communion with God. Our longing for spiritual intimacy can be met only through
faith in Jesus Christ. Jesus offers us this kind of life.

Intimate union with Jesus is essential
for entering into eternal life (6:52-53).
Jesus offers eternal life, life that’s presently rich and abundant and life that will
extend into the endless future in the joyful presence of God. This life is available through
spiritual union with Jesus, a faith relationship with the Son of God.
The Jews argued among themselves about the meaning of eating Jesus’ flesh (6:52).
Throughout His Bread of Life Discourse, Jesus had been challenging His
audience to look beyond their physical cravings and see their need for spiritual bread.
Jesus, in fact, is that bread, the “bread of life” (John 6:35, 48). We need to consume
Jesus, a spiritual concept that portrays our need for faith in Jesus. In fact, Jesus said that
the bread from heaven is His body, His flesh, referring to His physical, sacrificial death
on the cross (John 6:51). Faith in Jesus includes faith in His substitutionary death. It was
this idea of eating Jesus’ flesh that forced His audience to argue among themselves. They
debated with one another what Jesus meant when He said that He would give them His
flesh to eat. They certainly recognized that Jesus was using a figure of speech—He
wouldn’t have endorsed cannibalism! But what exactly did Jesus have in mind? Had
they been willing to receive the truth, they would have already realized that Jesus was
calling them to receive Him into their lives by faith (compare John 6:40).
Jesus stated that there is no life apart from eating His flesh and drinking His blood
(6:53).
Jesus pressed His point by emphasizing once again the veracity of His words by
using the formula “truly, truly.” He then declared that no one can have real life apart
from eating His flesh and drinking His blood (compare Leviticus 17:10-14). As the Son
of Man, the messianic God in the flesh, Jesus demanded nothing short of total
commitment. We must invite Jesus into such a spiritual union in our lives that our
relationship is comparable to consuming Him. It’s interesting to note that Jesus later
instituted the practice of communion among His followers in which we symbolically,
through the bread and the cup, consume His body and blood as a reminder of His
sacrificial death. In other words, following Jesus means that we engage in spiritual
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union, spiritual intimacy with Him through faith in His sacrifice on the cross. Through
such an intimate faith relationship we receive life, life eternal.

Intimate union with Jesus refers to an
abiding faith relationship with Him (6:54-56).
Jesus describes our faith relationship with Him in terms of consuming Him,
receiving into our lives His body and blood. This kind of intimate, abiding relationship is
the foundation of eternal life.
Jesus promised that those who consume His flesh and blood have eternal life (6:54).
Without Jesus there is no hope of eternal life. On the positive side, however,
Jesus declared that anyone who “eats” His flesh and “drinks” His blood receives eternal
life. That life includes our future resurrection in “the last day.” We experience real life
now, and we enter into resurrection life in the future. All this is possible by consuming,
by faith, all that Jesus is and all that He has done for us as our sacrifice on the cross.
Jesus described His flesh as true food and His blood as true drink (6:55).
In contrast to that which cannot satisfy the deepest longing of our hearts—
personal achievements, wealth, pleasures, thrills—Jesus offers “true” bread and “true”
drink. His flesh and blood, offered as our sacrifice on the cross, alone satisfy the hunger
of our hearts.
Jesus explained that consuming Him means to have an abiding relationship with Him
(6:56).
Granted, it seems strange to our ears to hear Jesus speaking about eating His flesh
and drinking His blood. However, Jesus uses this bold image to drive into our minds the
concept of deep spiritual intimacy with Him. He uses another term, “abide,” to clarify
His meaning. Those who eat and drink Jesus are those who abide in Him and those in
whom He abides. To abide (or remain) in Jesus means to take up residence, to be at
home, to put our feet up with Him. We’re at home in Jesus and Jesus is at home in us. In
John 15:1-17 Jesus expands on this idea of abiding in Him. Those who abide in Jesus
produce spiritual fruit—obedience and love. We’re to abide in Jesus because Jesus
abides in us through faith (John 15:4; compare 1 John 2:24). Spiritual intimacy is a twosided relationship. When we receive Jesus by faith, He makes Himself at home in our
lives. Likewise, we make ourselves at home in Jesus, molding our lives to be like Him.
This is the nature of our intimate spiritual union with Jesus.
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Intimate union with Jesus is based on His
divine relationship with the Father (6:57-59).
The Son of God in His humanity maintained a spiritually intimate relationship
with God the Father. This relationship forms the foundation for our spiritually intimate
relationship with Jesus.
Jesus said that we can live because of Him just as He lives because of the Father
(6:57).
One of the attributes of God is His self-existence. He inherently possesses life.
He is the living God. Jesus referred to the Father as the “living” Father. This living
Father had sent Jesus into this world. Jesus, the Son of God, experienced life in this
world in dependence on the Father. He said, “I live because of the Father.” The Father’s
life extends to His Son. In a similar way, the life of Jesus extends to His followers, those
who have eaten Him, that is, those who have received Him by faith. All who receive
Jesus will live both now and forever.
Jesus identified Himself as the true bread from heaven who alone gives eternal life
(6:58).
Jesus again referred to Himself as the bread that came down from heaven
(compare John 6:32-33, 41, 51). The Jews’ ancestors ate bread from heaven in the
wilderness, the manna provided by God. But this bread sustained them only for a
lifetime. Eventually, those who ate the manna died (compare John 6:49). But those who
consume Jesus by faith will live forever. Jesus is the source of eternal life. Intimate
spiritual union with Jesus connects us with the life of God, life unending. It satisfies our
deepest hunger.
Jesus taught these truths in the synagogue at Capernaum (6:59).
John here notes that Jesus delivered this Bread of Life Discourse in the synagogue
in Capernaum. Capernaum was Jesus’ adopted hometown. Because space was limited in
the synagogue, those who questioned Jesus about giving them more bread must have
constituted but a small remnant of those who had been the recipients of His miracle on
the previous day. However, they likely represented the attitude of many others. Many
were searching for bread, bread to satisfy their physical hunger. Many were also looking
for something greater, bread that would satisfy their spiritual hunger. Jesus is the bread
of life. He alone can satisfy the hunger of our hearts. But we must be willing to trust
Him. We must consume Him, receive Him by faith as our sacrificed Savior. Our longing
for spiritual intimacy can be met only through faith in Jesus Christ.
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The Bread of Life Discourse—Declaring Commitment to Jesus
(John 6:60-71)
Jesus is the Bread of Life, the sole provider and sustainer of eternal life. He
challenged an increasingly skeptical audience to trust Him completely. After all, Jesus
came from heaven, sent by God the Father. Jesus rightly expects us to put our faith in
Him, faith that comes to recognize Him as the only deserving object of our devotion.
Jesus described this kind of faith as an all consuming relationship, akin to eating His flesh
and drinking His blood—receiving His sacrificial death as the source of endless life.
This call to commitment unsettled many who had been following Jesus out of curiosity or
convenience. The Bread of Life Discourse concludes with a note of departure on the part
of a number of disciples, but there were some who became even more resolved in their
hearts to follow Jesus. Jesus deserves our unwavering commitment because He is the
Bread of Life. In this way we prove to be His disciples.

Being a disciple of Jesus Christ
demands spiritual discernment (6:60-63).
Everyone must make a decision about Jesus Christ. Either Jesus is who He
claimed to be, God in the flesh, worthy of our committed faith—or Jesus is something
less, an object of curiosity rather than an object of faith. We must discern the truth about
Jesus if we’re to follow Him.
Many of Jesus’ broader disciples determined that Jesus was making difficult demands
(6:60).
Jesus had a broad following throughout much of His earthly ministry. At that
stage, anyone who followed Jesus was considered a “disciple,” or learner to some degree.
However, because Jesus emphasized their need for commitment to Him, to His teaching,
and to His exclusive claims many of these disciples admitted that His words were hard to
accept. Jesus had presented some difficult demands for His followers. Even today, those
who are truly Christians will need to make sacrifices for their faith in Jesus.
Jesus challenged these disciples to recognize His divine nature (6:61-62).
Jesus knew that His broader circle of disciples was murmuring about His
teachings. He addressed the situation head on, saying, “Does this offend you?” He then
posed the problem of His future return to the Father in heaven. Referring to Himself as
the messianic “Son of Man,” Jesus asked how these wavering disciples would react to
seeing Him ascend to His first home, to heaven. If these disciples found it difficult to
follow Jesus based on His verbal claim, would they find it any easier to follow Him when
they would witness His ascension? These people still demanded empirical proof, and
were unwilling to receive Jesus by faith. Therefore, even in the face of empirical proof
they would not believe. Faith is, after all, a supernatural encounter with God.
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Jesus reminded these disciples that His words are life (6:63).
Jesus pointed out that the Holy Spirit gives life. Eternal life rests on the work of
Jesus Christ (John 6:57), but the Holy Spirit regenerates the human heart. By contrast,
the human flesh offers no hope for eternal life. Human effort counts for nothing. Jesus
claimed that His words were “Spirit” (probably referring here to the Holy Spirit as the
object of His teaching) and “life” (eternal life that is available only by belief in Jesus and
His message). In other words, these wavering disciples needed to discern between
human attitudes and divinely revealed truth. To reject Jesus is to reject life. To receive
Jesus is to receive life.

Being a disciple of Jesus Christ
demands supernatural enablement (6:64-66).
It’s no small matter to become a follower of Jesus Christ. In fact, Jesus taught
that such a decision requires a receptive response to the work of God in our hearts.
Jesus acknowledged that there were unbelievers among His disciples (6:64).
“There are some of you who do not believe,” Jesus declared. Those who had
listened to His Bread of Life Discourse had, by their very questions, revealed a lack of
faith. In addition, Jesus knows human hearts. In fact, Jesus knew from the beginning,
the first moment people began following Him, who truly believed in Him and who didn’t.
In addition, Jesus knew that one of His twelve closest disciples would betray Him. He
knew about Judas all along. The fact that John raises this point in this context highlights
the deceptive nature of those who pretend to be Christians but have no true faith in Him.
Some deceive others, and some even deceive themselves. But Jesus knows those who
truly believe in Him.
Jesus reinforced His teaching that the Father must enable people to follow Him (6:65).
Jesus reminded His listeners that only those whom God the Father gave to Him
could truly come to Him. In other words, the Father must initiate in some way the path of
faith (compare John 6:37, 39). Yet Jesus also consistently places responsibility for faith
on His hearers (John 6:40, 47). He also stated that we must “listen” to the Father and
“learn” from Him (John 6:45). So we must respond to the Father’s revelation and
invitation. We must trust His Son, Jesus, in order to receive eternal life. Discipleship is a
supernatural relationship, prompted by God the Father and welcomed by those who
would follow Jesus.
Many of Jesus’ disciples turned away from following Him at this point in His ministry
(6:66).
“From this” (either at this time or at Jesus’ words) “many of his disciples turned
back and no longer walked with him.” Those who had been disciples in the broad sense
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of the term discontinued their relationship with Jesus. They turned back to their old life.
They stopped walking with Jesus—they stopped following Him around the countryside
and they stopped following His teachings. This day marked a tragic change in the minds
and hearts of many who had been blessed by Jesus’ miracles and teachings. Jesus placed
appropriate demands on their lives and they all too quickly abandoned Him. Too many
Christians walk away from Jesus when He doesn’t measure up to their shallow
expectations. Rather than listening to God, they listen to themselves. To follow Jesus
demands a supernatural work of God in the human heart, a life changing and life giving
faith.

Being a disciple of Jesus Christ
demands personal commitment (6:67-71).
In addition to His twelve closest disciples, Jesus had many followers during His
earthly ministry. But when Jesus pushed the issue of commitment, many in the broader
ring of disciples pulled back. To be a true disciple of Jesus, however, demands personal
commitment to Him.
Jesus asked the twelve disciples whether or not they would continue to follow Him
(6:67).
Watching a vast number of His followers walk away, Jesus turned to His closest
twelve disciples and asked if they wanted to leave as well. The way Jesus asked this
question implied a negative response—“You don’t want to leave too, do you?” He knew
their hearts. He knew they were more committed than the rest. He expected them to
remain faithful.
Peter affirmed faith in Jesus as the Messiah and the One who has the words of eternal
life (6:68-69).
As he often did, Simon Peter spoke up for the rest of the twelve disciples.
Addressing Jesus as his Lord, he asked where they should go if they were to leave Jesus.
Peter then affirmed his faith in Jesus: “You have the words of eternal life.” Peter
believed Jesus’ claims. He assured Jesus that he and the others “had believed” and “had
known” (verbs that imply a past decision with continuing results) that Jesus was the
Messiah. Peter referred to Jesus as “the Holy One of God,” clearly a messianic
description (compare Psalm 16:10; Acts 2:27; 3:14). In fact, many ancient manuscripts
instead record Peter as describing Jesus as “the Christ, the Son of the living God.” Jesus
is God’s Messiah. He has the words of eternal life. He is worthy of our deepest and
unrelenting commitment.
Jesus revealed that even among the twelve disciples there was a traitor (6:70-71).
Jesus likely anticipated a response like Peter’s. He knew that His twelve disciples
had already made significant sacrifices to follow Him. He had chosen them to be with
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Him in a special, close relationship. However, Jesus also warned the Twelve that one of
them was a “devil,” an adversary. Within that band of twelve disciples hid one who was
not committed to Jesus, one who would eventually betray the Lord. John later learned
that Jesus was talking about Judas, the son of Simon Iscariot. Even among the committed
are some who are uncommitted to Jesus. Discipleship, however, demands personal
commitment. When we begin our walk with Jesus, receiving Him by faith, we enter into
a relationship of growing commitment, growing sacrifice, and growing blessing. Jesus
deserves our unwavering commitment because He is the Bread of Life.
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Jesus at the Feast of Tabernacles—Sent with a Purpose
(John 7:1-13)
According to Deuteronomy 16:16, every Jew was obligated to attend three feasts
in Jerusalem each year—the Feast of Unleavened Bread (Passover), the Feast of Weeks
(Pentecost), and the Feast of Tabernacles. It was this third feast that set the stage for the
events in John 7. This fall feast celebrated the completion of the harvest and
commemorated the protective care of God for His people following their release from
bondage in Egypt (Leviticus 23:39-43). The Jews were to live in temporary shelters—
tents or “tabernacles”—for the week of the feast. This was a celebrative season in
Jerusalem. For Jesus, this festival proved to be a time of intensifying opposition from the
religious leaders in Judea. It also provided Jesus with another opportunity to emphasize
His relationship with God the Father. Repeatedly, Jesus declared that He was “sent”
from the Father (John 7:16, 18, 28, 29, 33). In the same way, Jesus has sent us, His
followers, into the world (John 17:18; 20:17). The Father sent His Son into the world
with a purpose, one that would be accomplished on Jesus’ own terms and in His own
time. Likewise, Jesus sends us into the world with a purpose. We’re to declare His good
news through both actions and words, to show and tell His gospel. In John 7:1-13 we
read about Jesus’ understanding of His purpose and we see a spectrum of responses to
His claims.

Jesus would give His life on
His own terms—sometimes people respond to
Jesus’ redemptive purpose with daring disbelief (7:1-5).
No one, not even Jesus’ own family, would force Him to operate outside His
designed purpose. He came to give His life for us, and He would do so on His own
terms. Jesus’ purpose evokes daring disbelief in the hearts of some, just as it did among
His own earthly brothers.
Jesus intentionally stayed in Galilee because the religious leaders in Judea wanted to
take His life (7:1).
Jesus experienced intense opposition in Jerusalem when He healed a lame man on
the Sabbath (John 5). So intense was this opposition that the religious leaders intended to
take Jesus’ life (compare John 5:18). Jesus would indeed give His life for our sins.
However, in order to fulfill His redemptive purpose in the right way and at the right time
(and certainly not due to any sense of fear) Jesus intentionally avoided the region of
Judea for the time being. Instead, He carried out His great Galilean ministry.
As the Feast of Tabernacles drew near, Jesus’ brothers taunted Him to go to Judea
(7:2-4).
Jesus had earthly brothers, either step-brothers or, more likely, half-brothers—the
younger siblings of Mary and Joseph. When the Feast of Tabernacles approached, Jesus’
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brothers advised Him to return to Judea in spite of the threats against His life. In this way
Jesus’ disciples could witness His miracles. Furthermore, if Jesus was truly the Messiah,
He should make His presence known publicly. He should show Himself to the world.
Jesus’ brothers did not believe in Him (7:5).
Jesus’ brothers, unfortunately, refused to believe that Jesus was the Messiah.
Thankfully, they would come to faith after Jesus’ resurrection (Acts 1:14; 1 Corinthians
15:7). Because these brothers didn’t believe Jesus’ claims, their advice appears to have
been more of a taunt. They dared Jesus to publicize Himself in Judea and get on with His
declared purpose. Even today we encounter people who reject Jesus outright, refusing to
believe that He is truly God, truly the promised Messiah, and truly the Savior of the
world.

Jesus would give His life in
His own time—sometimes people respond to
Jesus’ redemptive purpose with outright hatred (7:6-9).
Jesus’ response to His disbelieving brothers emphasized the timing of His
redemptive work. Jesus would fulfill His mission at just the right time, in spite of the
ongoing hatred on the part of His opponents.
Jesus told His brothers that the time was not yet right for Him to fulfill His mission
(7:6).
Jesus said, “The right time for me has not yet come.” The word for “time” in this
context implies an appointed time or opportunity. Jesus would die for our sins during the
Feast of Passover, the time when sacrificial lambs were offered for the sins of the people.
The celebrative Feast of Tabernacles didn’t fit the typical elements of God’s purpose.
Jesus would die in just the right way on just the right day to fulfill all prophecies and
types. By contrast, for the unbelieving heart the time is “always right,” that is to say,
there is nothing special in regard to the timing of events or the purposes of God.
Jesus explained that the world hated Him because of His message (7:7).
While Jesus’ brothers challenged Him to reveal Himself to the world (verse 4),
Jesus knew that the world hated Him. It didn’t hate Jesus’ brothers—the unbelieving
world is in harmony with unbelief. But it does hate Jesus because He is a witness to
truth, a witness to the world’s evil. Those who stand for God’s truth will inevitably clash
with the world.
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Jesus encouraged His brothers to go to Judea without Him and He remained in Galilee
(7:8-9).
Jesus encouraged His brothers to travel to Jerusalem without Him. He would not
go there “yet”—a word implied by the context and included in many Greek manuscripts
of this verse. Jesus intended to return to Judea only when the Father’s timing was right.
Jesus knew that His time to die for our sins had not yet arrived. In just a few months,
however, Jesus would die on the cross as our redemptive sacrifice. Jesus remained in
Galilee while His family traveled to Judea for the Feast of Tabernacles. He would follow
the Father’s timing in His life. He would even die even for those who hated Him. People
today still hate Jesus, and many hate those who live for Jesus. While spiritual
indifference is common in many parts of our world, outright hatred toward Christians is
also too prevalent a reality.

Jesus would give His life openly and
publicly—sometimes people respond to Jesus’ redemptive
purpose with cautious acceptance or cynical rejection (7:10-13).
Jesus did eventually go to the Feast of Tabernacles in Jerusalem, but He did so
privately rather than publicly. This approach contrasted with His redemptive purpose,
His public sacrifice for our sins. Jesus’ presence in Jerusalem heightened the reality of
mixed opinions regarding Jesus’ identity.
Eventually Jesus went to Judea privately, in order to avoid drawing attention (7:10).
After His brothers left Galilee for Jerusalem, Jesus too made His way to Judea.
While it wasn’t time for Jesus to give His life for us, it was still timely for Him to be
present for this festival. Jesus went to Jerusalem secretly rather than publicly. He knew
that the volatile situation in Judea might lead to a premature confrontation with the
religious leaders.
The religious leaders were looking for Jesus during the Feast (7:11).
The religious leaders in Jerusalem were, in fact, looking for Jesus. They expected
Him to attend the Feast of Tabernacles, and asked around to find and deal with Him.
These enemies of God’s truth were eager to put a stop to Jesus.
The crowds debated Jesus’ identity, some calling Him a good man while others
considered Him a deceiver (7:12-13).
While the vast majority of the religious elite were opposed to Jesus, the crowds
were divided over Him. There was a buzz in the crowd, a great deal of “murmuring”
about Jesus. Some described Jesus as “good,” a cautious estimation, while others denied
anything good about Jesus and instead described Him as a deceiver. But the crowd
discussed these things in hushed tones, fearing that the religious leaders would reprimand
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them for even mentioning Jesus. Jesus was, of course, no deceiver. He was, indeed,
good. But He is so much more than merely good—He is God! The murmuring in the
crowd revealed these varying opinions about Jesus. Today, people still hold varying
opinions about Jesus. Was He simply a man, even a good man? Was He a prophet, the
Messiah, God in the flesh? Jesus clearly claimed to be God in human form, God who
became a man. He is the Messiah and Savior of the world. He was sent by God the
Father to fulfill His redemptive purpose. Likewise, Jesus sends us into the world with a
purpose, a mission to share His love and message of redemption.
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Jesus at the Feast of Tabernacles—Sent with a Message
(John 7:14-24)
God the Father sent His Son, Jesus Christ, into the world. Jesus came with a
purpose, to provide redemption. He also came with a message. The good news of
redemption was at the heart of His message. Jesus’ message was one of truth, love, and
the rule of God on earth. Of course, Jesus’ message conflicted with that of the religious
leaders of His day. The religious leaders taught the importance of self-reform, obedience
to a legalistic code of regulations. Jesus proclaimed forgiveness by God’s grace through
faith. Those who were responsive to God would recognize Jesus’ message as being true.
Jesus reinforced the authority of His message by performing miracles, some of which He
did on the Sabbath—a violation of the religious leaders’ artificial code of conduct.
Therefore, the religious leaders resisted Jesus and even sought His death. But Jesus’
message prevailed, as it does today. His truth changes lives. When we embrace Jesus’
message of redemption our lives will never be the same.

The message of Jesus carries divine
power—it amazes the resistant heart (7:14-15).
Jesus’ message stands out because it carries divine power. Those who heard Jesus
speak were often amazed at both the manner and content of His message.
Halfway through the Feast of Tabernacles, Jesus began to publicly teach at the Temple
(7:14).
Jesus had arrived in Jerusalem secretly for the Feast of Tabernacles. He had
intentionally refused to make a public entrance because His time to lay down His life for
our sins hadn’t yet come. However, halfway through the feast Jesus began to teach
publicly in the temple courts. He must have determined that He would be able to engage
the crowds without fear of reprisal at that time.
The religious leaders expressed their amazement over Jesus’ teaching since He hadn’t
received formal study (7:15).
The “Jews,” referring in this context to the Jewish religious leaders, took note of
Jesus’ teachings. In fact, they were amazed with Jesus. Jesus hadn’t gone through the
normal rabbinic schools of the day, yet He taught in such a way that those who were well
trained in the Law were astonished. They talked among themselves about Jesus’ unusual
ability to teach spiritual concepts. There was something unique about Jesus’ teachings.
These religious leaders must have sensed genuine spiritual power in Jesus’ message. On
another occasion the crowds expressed astonishment over Jesus’ teachings because He
spoke with authority (Mark 1:22). Jesus’ message carries divine power because He is
God in the flesh. Even a resistant heart can be amazed at the things Jesus said. His
message still has power to change lives today.
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The message of Jesus reveals divine
truth—it satisfies the obedient heart (7:16-19).
Since Jesus’ message is uniquely powerful, we would expect everyone to accept
it. However, many people reject Jesus and His good news. Jesus Himself taught that
only those who were responsive to God would receive His message.
Jesus claimed that His teaching came from the One who sent Him (7:16).
Jesus became aware of the discussions among the religious leaders regarding His
teachings. He explained to them that His message wasn’t His own. In fact, His message
came from God the Father, the One who had sent Him. In submission to the Father, Jesus
only taught that which the Father directed. Jesus’ message carried divine power and
revealed divine truth.
Jesus stated that those who wanted to do God’s will would recognize the true source of
His teaching (7:17).
So why don’t people respond eagerly to Jesus’ message? Jesus explained that
only those who truly desire to fulfill God’s will in their lives will recognize the
truthfulness and divine origin of His message. Those who attributed Jesus’ message to
Jesus alone didn’t, therefore, truly desire to do God’s will. They were self-absorbed and
spiritually resistant to God. Receiving Jesus’ message goes hand in hand with seeking
God’s will.
Jesus explained that He was a man of truth, since He worked for the honor of the One
who sent Him (7:18).
Jesus pointed out that those who speak on their own behalf seek merely to gain
honor for themselves. Their message is designed to draw an audience and gain personal
benefits. But Jesus’ message wasn’t His own. It came from the One who sent Him, from
God the Father. Jesus sought to glorify the Father through His deeds and teachings.
Therefore, Jesus’ message embodied divine truth. Jesus was characterized by truth.
There was nothing unrighteous about what He taught or what He did. His message was a
message from God. We can trust our lives and our eternity to the truth of Jesus Christ.
Jesus accused the religious leaders of failing to keep the Law and of trying to kill Him
(7:19).
Jesus spoke truth, but His opponents resisted the truth. In fact, these religious
leaders were ready to violate God’s Law given through Moses by unjustly killing Jesus.
Jesus pressed the issue by pointing out that Moses had delivered God’s Law to the
people, but none of the religious leaders were keeping the Law. Their murderous intent
betrayed their failure to honor God’s Law. Jesus bluntly asked, “Why do you seek to kill
me?” He knew their intentions and contrasted their disobedience with those who truly

98

desired to do God’s will. Only those with obedient hearts would ultimately recognize the
divine origin of Jesus’ message.

The message of Jesus conveys divine
grace—it confounds the superficial heart (7:20-24).
Jesus was teaching publicly in the Temple courts. While He confronted the
religious leaders who wondered about His teachings, the crowd listened in on the
conversation. They heard Jesus contrast legalism with grace.
The crowd accused Jesus of being demon possessed and claimed that no one wanted to
kill Him (7:20).
Unaware of the intention on the part of the religious leaders to kill Jesus, the
crowd accused Jesus of being demon possessed for thinking that anyone wanted to take
His life. Who, they asked, wanted to kill Him? The crowd was clearly insensitive to the
animosity of the religious leaders toward Jesus and the crowd was still divided in its
opinion of Jesus. Some thought He was a good person, others thought He was a deceiver,
and now some took Him to be demon possessed!
Jesus pointed out that the crowd was astonished over a single miracle (7:21).
Jesus recognized the indecisiveness of the crowd. He reminded the people that
they were amazed at a single miracle. The religious leaders were amazed that Jesus
taught with authority, having never gone to the standard rabbinic schools. The crowd
was amazed that Jesus could perform miracles. The specific miracle Jesus had in mind
was probably the healing of a lame man by the pool of Bethesda, a miracle Jesus
performed on a Sabbath day months earlier in Jerusalem (John 5:1-9). It was this miracle
that prompted the religious leaders to persecute Jesus (John 5:16) and to plot His death
(John 5:18).
Jesus contrasted the necessity of fulfilling the law of circumcision on the Sabbath with
His performing a miracle on the Sabbath (7:22-23).
The inconsistency—even hypocrisy—of the religious leaders was evident in their
selective application of God’s Law. Jesus pointed out that Moses established
circumcision as a requirement of the Law, a practice that went back to patriarchal times.
The Law required a baby boy to be circumcised on the eighth day (Leviticus 12:3). If the
eighth day fell on a Sabbath, circumcision was still required on that day. Jesus concluded
that if it was proper to circumcise a boy on the Sabbath in order to fulfill God’s Law, it
was also proper to heal the whole person on the Sabbath (since God’s Law includes the
law of love). Jesus then asked the people why they were angry with Him for healing a
man on the Sabbath. Their application of the law was inconsistent, legalistice, and
hypocritical. It failed to incorporate God’s grace.
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Jesus warned the crowd to stop judging based on external standards and instead to
make right judgments (7:24).
Jesus then said to the religious leaders and the listening crowd, “Stop judging by
mere appearances” (literally, “according to the face” or superficially). Instead, we’re to
judge according to true righteousness. A superficial heart will look only on the outward
appearances and fail to recognize the heart of God’s Law—grace, mercy, and love.
Jesus’ message was a message of grace. His message carries divine power, reveals divine
truth, and conveys divine grace. It changes lives. When we embrace Jesus’ message of
redemption our lives will never be the same.
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Jesus at the Feast of Tabernacles—Sent with Authority
(John 7:25-36)
Because Jesus was “sent” by the Father, He possessed unique authority.
Throughout his Gospel, John frequently quotes Jesus as saying that He was sent from the
Father (using interchangeably two different Greek terms translated “sent”). During the
Feast of Tabernacles, Jesus continued to describe Himself as “sent.” He was sent with a
purpose, with a message, with authority, and with an invitation. When we reflect on
Jesus’ authority, we realize that He possesses inherent authority as God in the flesh. But
in His humanity Jesus always yielded to the Father’s authority, setting a pattern for our
lives. When we submit to God’s authority we carry Christ’s authority into every arena of
life.
Jesus’ authority rested in
His relationship with the Father (7:25-29).
Jesus spoke with authority. His authority came from His relationship with God
the Father, a unique relationship that He held as one within the triune Godhead (compare
John 10:30). Jesus’ authority was an essential part of His being. Our authority to share
the good news is derived, an authority granted by Jesus.
Some of the people asked why the religious leaders permitted Jesus to speak publicly
and wondered if these leaders had concluded that He was the Messiah (7:25-26).
The people who had gathered in Jerusalem for the Feast of Tabernacles expressed
a broad range of opinions regarding Jesus. Some thought He was a good man, some a
deceiver, and some a demon possessed madman (John 7:12, 20). But some began to
wonder if Jesus was, indeed, the Messiah (the anointed one, the Christ). Jesus had
arrived in Jerusalem quietly, but had midway through the feast begun to teach in the
temple courts. Some of the people of Jerusalem took note that Jesus was the intended
target of the Jewish leadership’s hatred—the religious leaders wanted to kill Jesus.
Apparently the residents of Jerusalem were more aware of the intentions of the Jewish
leaders than were the crowds who traveled into Jerusalem for the feast (compare verse
20). The people of Jerusalem knew that the religious elite wanted to kill Jesus, but now
these same leaders were allowing Jesus to teach publicly without any indication of
resistance. The people began to question whether the authorities had come to the
conclusion that Jesus was, after all, the Messiah.
These same people observed that they knew where Jesus came from, but assumed that
the Messiah’s origin would be unknown (7:27).
At the same time, the people of Jerusalem voiced a long held tradition that the
Messiah would emerge out of secrecy—no one would know where he came from. But in
Jesus’ case everyone knew His place of origin, or so they supposed. He was from
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Nazareth in Galilee. He’d carried on a public ministry. There was no secrecy about His
miraculous work. This version of the Messiah didn’t fit their understanding.
Jesus told the crowd that even though they knew where He was from, they did not
know the One who sent Him (7:28-29).
Jesus became aware of these conversations about His identity. He “cried out”—
an expression of a loud outburst—while teaching in the Temple courts in order to set the
record straight. His outburst can be translated as either a statement of fact or a question:
“Do you know me and do you know where I’m from?” or “You do know me and you
know where I’m from.” In either case, Jesus contests their knowledge. He hadn’t come
into prominence on His own. He came from a higher place. He was sent by the Father.
God the Father is “true,” and therefore Jesus, having been sent by Him, is also
characterized by truth. Jesus warned the people that they didn’t really know the Father.
They didn’t have a relationship with Him, but Jesus had an eternal relationship with the
Father. Jesus’ “knew” (relationally) the Father because He came “from” the Father and
was “sent” by the Father. Jesus had a unique relationship with God the Father, and His
authority rested in His relationship with the Father.
Jesus’ authority revealed itself
through His miraculous power 7:30-32).
Jesus’ authority from the Father was evident in the miracles He performed. Jesus’
miraculous power revealed His divine authority.
The religious leaders tried to arrest Jesus but were unable to do so because His time
had not yet come (7:30).
Because tensions about Jesus were rising, the religious leaders attempted to arrest
Jesus. After all, their inaction had fueled some of the debate. However, no one was able
to lay a hand on Jesus. In some unusual, even miraculous way, Jesus was immune to any
efforts at arresting Him. John explains that Jesus’ hour had not yet come. No one would
take Jesus’ life—He would give it (John 10:18), and He would do so at the proper time.
Many people in the crowd put their faith in Jesus, realizing that His miraculous signs
proved Him to be the Messiah (7:31).
Many of the people who had gathered in Jerusalem for the feast now began to put
their faith in Jesus. They concluded that Jesus must be the Messiah since Jesus
performed so many amazing miracles.
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Because some of the people were talking about Jesus as the Messiah, the religious
leaders sent guards to arrest Jesus (7:32).
The Pharisees heard the whisperings of the crowd. Therefore, they took a more
deliberate step to have Jesus arrested. They authorized the official temple servants, those
responsible for attending the Pharisees and the chief priests, to arrest Jesus. But Jesus
remained free, a testimony once again of His miraculous power and divine authority.
Jesus’ authority gives Him
exclusive access to heaven (7:33-36).
Because Jesus was sent from heaven, He would also return to the Father in
heaven. His authority gives Him exclusive access to heaven, and we can enter the
Father’s presence only through Jesus.
Jesus declared that after a short time He would go to the One who sent Him and the
religious leaders could not follow Him there (7:33-34).
Jesus’ knew that, although it wasn’t yet time for Him to fulfill His redemptive
purpose, the time for His sacrificial death would come soon. He had only a short time
left. In just six months Jesus would die on the cross. After His death and resurrection,
Jesus would return to the Father, the one who had “sent” Him. At that point people
would look for Jesus but they would not find Him. He would be in a place where they
could never go, at least in their unbelieving condition. Jesus has authority over access to
the Father and we can only enter heaven through faith in Jesus (John 14:6).
The religious leaders assumed that Jesus meant He would go to live with the Jews
scattered among the Gentiles (7:35-36).
The “Jews,” that is, the religious leaders questioned among themselves what Jesus
meant by going where they could never find Him. Would He leave Palestine and teach
among the Jews scattered among the Gentiles? Would He actually take His message to a
Gentile audience? The religious leaders couldn’t comprehend Jesus’ words because they
refused to comprehend the fact that Jesus came from heaven. They rejected His divine
authority and therefore couldn’t understand His divine purpose and plan. Those who
reject Jesus limit their understanding of spiritual truth. When we reject Jesus’ authority
we fail to experience His saving grace. Only through Jesus can we have access to
heaven. Only by His authority can we be saved. Jesus’ authority rested in His
relationship with God the Father. It was revealed through His many miracles. By Jesus’
authority we can receive access to the Father in heaven. When we submit to God’s
authority we carry Christ’s authority into every arena of life.
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Jesus at the Feast of Tabernacles—Sent with an Invitation
(John 7:37-53)
The Father sent the Son. The Son has sent His followers into the world. The
Father sent the Son with an invitation, an offer of living water—spiritually refreshing
eternal life. We, too, are sent with an invitation. We, too, offer eternal life to all, life that
comes through faith in Jesus Christ. All around us are people who, as in Jesus’ day, have
various perspectives of spirituality. Some people are spiritually thirsty. They’re ready to
welcome our invitation to life in Jesus. Some are spiritually honest, unsure but
inquisitive about Jesus. They’re willing to consider who Jesus really is, and we’re able to
show them by word and deed what it means to follow Jesus. But there are some people
who are simply arrogant about matters of faith. They think they have the answers and
have no room for Jesus. Nonetheless, God has sent us with an invitation for all. We have
the awesome privilege of sharing Jesus’ invitation to eternal life with those around us.
Like Jesus, we’re sent with an invitation.

Spiritually thirsty people will
find real life in Jesus Christ (7:37-39).
Jesus confronted those who rejected Him, but He also invited spiritually thirsty
people to find life in Him. His generous invitation still rings out today.
Jesus invited all who are thirsty to come to Him, promising to give them springs of
living water (7:37-38).
Throughout the Feast of Tabernacles the priests would draw water from the Pool
of Siloam and pour it out as an offering at the temple. This feast lasted for seven days,
with an additional eighth day added as a special day of consecration (Leviticus 23:36;
Numbers 29:35-38). It was on this final day of the feast that Jesus “stood” and “cried
out”—expressions of the intense nature of His words—to present His generous and
gracious invitation. “If anyone is thirsty, let him come to me and drink.” Only someone
sent from heaven could legitimately make such a bold statement. Jesus was sent by the
Father and, as God in the flesh, rightly invited those who thirst for more in life to find
ultimate spiritual satisfaction in Him. Isaiah 12:3 may have been in the minds of the
worshipers during this feast, promising joy to those who draw from the wells of salvation.
It may have been this and similar passages that Jesus had in mind when He said that
Scripture promised rivers of living water (compare Isaiah 32:15-17; 44; Ezekiel 39:29;
Joel 2:28-29). Jesus offers salvation to those who seek Him. That salvation comes
through faith in Him. “The one believing in me,” Jesus said, would have “rivers of living
water” flowing from within. The word “rivers” implies voluminous measures of God’s
grace and power. Deep inside our hearts we find refreshment, joy, power, peace, and
lasting life through faith in Jesus Christ (compare John 4:14). His invitation is available
to all who are spiritually thirsty.
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Inner streams of living water refer to the Holy Spirit, whom believers would eventually
receive (7:39).
John provided an explanation of Jesus’ invitation, stating that Jesus was referring
to the Holy Spirit who would eventually reside in every believer’s heart. After Jesus was
glorified, that is, after Jesus’ death, resurrection, and ascension the Holy Spirit came to
live within every believer. The indwelling Holy Spirit flows from the believer’s heart to
extend Jesus’ invitation to others. When we share Jesus’ invitation to life, we do so in
the power of the indwelling Holy Spirit. Spiritually thirsty people will welcome Jesus’
invitation.

Spiritually honest people will
wrestle over the identity of Jesus Christ (7:40-44).
Jesus’ words raised questions in the minds of those who heard Him. Throughout
the Feast of Tabernacles people wondered who Jesus was—a good man (John 7:12), a
deceiver (John 7:12), a demon-crazed lunatic (John 7:20), or possibly the Messiah (John
7:31). That debate peaked on the last day of the feast.
Jesus’ invitation prompted a debate about Jesus’ identity (7:40-43).
When Jesus invited spiritually thirsty people to come to Him for eternal life, some
of the people concluded that Jesus was “the” prophet, probably referring to the prophet
whom Moses predicted would eventually come on the scene (Deuteronomy 18:15).
Moses may have had in mind the ultimate prophet, the Messiah. But some people in the
crowd distinguished between Moses’ prophet and the Messiah, and identified Jesus at the
higher level as the promised Messiah (Christ). These expressions of faith indicate that
some people accepted Jesus’ invitation to believe in Him.
However, there were others in the crowd who refused to believe in Jesus. They
knew that Jesus came from Galilee (compare John 7:27). In contrast, the scriptures
predicted that the Messiah would be a descendant of David and come from David’s home
town of Bethlehem (Micah 5:2). Apparently it wasn’t common knowledge that Jesus had
actually been born in Bethlehem even though He grew up in Galilee. Therefore, the
crowd was divided over Jesus (compare John 9:16; 10:19).
Some people wanted to arrest Jesus, but no one dared lay a hand on Him (7:44).
Those who were more extreme in their opposition to Jesus wanted to arrest Him.
Certainly the religious leaders were among those who held such animosity toward Jesus
(compare John 7:32). However, “no one laid a hand on” Jesus. In some inexplicable
way those who wanted to arrest Jesus were themselves arrested in their intentions,
stopped no doubt by the power of God. Debates about Jesus continue today. Thirsty
hearts find life in Him. Honest hearts wrestle about His identity. Still, Jesus invites
everyone to follow Him.
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Spiritually arrogant people will
belittle those who honor Jesus Christ (7:45-51).
The religious leaders were extremely opposed to Jesus, eager to eliminate Him.
In the process, these arrogant leaders had little respect for anyone who suggested a
different path. Convinced in their minds that they were right, the religious leaders
assumed that anyone who disagreed with them was inferior, incompetent to make such
spiritual evaluations.
Even the temple guards refused to arrest Jesus, saying that no one ever spoke like
Jesus (7:45-46).
The chief priests and the Pharisees had earlier in the week sent guards to arrest
Jesus (John 7:32). Presumably, these guards were instructed to find an appropriate time
and place to carry out this plot without agitating the crowd. Now that the last day of the
feast had come, their opportunity drew to a close. The guards returned to the religious
leaders empty handed. When asked why they hadn’t arrested Jesus, the guards simply
stated, “No one ever spoke the way this man does.” The guards had been captivated by
Jesus’ words and were unable to bring themselves to arrest Him. The power of Jesus’
presence was later evident when guards went to arrest Jesus in the Garden of
Gethsemane, where only by Jesus’ own will were they able to finally accomplish their
task (compare John 18:6). Jesus would surrender His life in His own way at His
appointed time.
The Pharisees chided the temple guards, saying that none of the Pharisees believed in
Jesus (7:47-49).
The Pharisees were livid. They accused the guards of being deceived by Jesus
like so many among the crowd in Jerusalem that week. The Pharisees claimed that none
of the religious leaders believed in Jesus. They hadn’t been duped by this Galilean. The
Pharisees described the crowd as spiritually ignorant. These common people didn’t know
the law of God. In fact, because of their ignorance they were a cursed lot. Such
arrogance in the face of the truth!
Nicodemus, however, reminded his fellow Pharisees that no one could be condemned
without a hearing (7:50-51).
There was one member of the religious elite, however, who spoke up in defense
of Jesus. Nicodemus had held a private interview with Jesus some time earlier, “having
come to him at the first” (John 3:1-21). He remained open to Jesus, and may have even
been a believer already. Nicodemus would later assist in providing a proper burial for
Jesus (John 19:39). At this point in the discussion over Jesus, Nicodemus pointed out
that Jewish law didn’t allow for judgment until a person had an opportunity to personally
offer a defense. Jesus had not been afforded this privilege.
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The Pharisees chided Nicodemus, saying that no prophet ever came out of Galilee
(7:52-53).
Even though Nicodemus was numbered with the Pharisees, the Pharisees didn’t
hesitate to attack him for pointing out their injustice. Instead, they accused Nicodemus of
being a despised Galilean (compare John 1:46). The sophisticated religious elite in
Jerusalem held the Galileans in low esteem. The Pharisees stated that no prophet could
come from Galilee, and by implication Jesus was no prophet. They conveniently
neglected the fact that one of their ancient prophets, Jonah, actually came from Gath
Hepher, northeast of Nazareth in Galilee (1 Kings 14:25). Having belittled the
ineffective guards and chided sensible Nicodemus, the religious leaders dispersed and
returned to their own homes. The Feast of Tabernacles had come to an end. Arresting
Jesus would have to wait for another time, the time appointed by God. Although the
arrogant religious elite rejected Jesus’ gracious invitation, many people accepted the gift
of living water through faith in Him. His invitation still stands, and His followers still
extent that invitation. We have the awesome privilege of sharing Jesus’ invitation to
eternal life with those around us.
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Jesus Forgives an Adulterous Woman
(John 8:1-11)
One of the most touching events in the life of Jesus is also one of the most
debated passages in the gospel of John, the account of Jesus forgiving the woman caught
in adultery. The debate revolves around the fact that most of the earliest Greek
manuscripts of this gospel don’t include this passage even though the vast majority of
later manuscripts do. Because handwritten copies of the original biblical writings were
the only form of transmission available in ancient times it was inevitable that copying
mistakes would occur. Still, most scholars are convinced that this account carries
historical validity and it’s reasonable to accept this passage as a genuine part of John’s
gospel. We can trust this passage as inspired Scripture and it, therefore, teaches us
valuable truths regarding Jesus and forgiveness. Jesus has both the authority and the
ability to forgive our sins. He offers us complete forgiveness.

When it comes to forgiveness, the way of Jesus
stands in stark contrast to the way of the world (8:1-6a).
During His earthly ministry Jesus exemplified love, grace, and mercy. The
religious leaders of His day were all about law, shame, and judgment. Even today we
find that the world doesn’t grasp the concepts revolving around grace. Most people
believe that they must do certain good deeds in order to be saved. Trusting in God’s
grace alone is a foreign concept to them. Furthermore, extending true forgiveness is
impossible apart from Jesus Christ. Hatred and a desire for revenge linger in human
hearts. However, in Jesus Christ we experience free forgiveness, forgiveness purchased
by Him on the cross. As Jesus’ followers, then, we can grow into grace—becoming more
gracious to others and extending forgiveness to even our harshest enemies. Granted, we
have much growing to do in order to display the forgiving nature of Jesus Christ in our
own relationships, but with Jesus in our lives we become more and more forgiving of
ourselves and others.
The people gathered to hear Jesus teach in the temple courts (8:1-2).
The last day of the Feast of Tabernacles had drawn to a close. The people
returned from sleeping in outdoor shelters associated with this feast to take up residence
once again in their homes (John 7:53, the beginning of the textually debated passage).
Jesus, not having a home of His own, retired to the Mount of Olives as His overnight
venue. He would have slept beneath the stars that were actually the work of His own
creative hand. Even though the feast had ended, Jesus returned the next morning to the
temple courts in Jerusalem. A crowd quickly found Him. Jesus once again began to
teach these spiritually hungry people.
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The religious leaders brought to Jesus a woman who had been caught in the act of
adultery (8:3-4).
The scribes and the Pharisees soon interrupted Jesus. In the early hours of the
morning they’d discovered a violation of the Mosaic Law in the person of an adulterous
woman. How they became aware of this woman’s sinful act isn’t certain, but the whole
event smacks of careful planning. These religious leaders were eager to trap Jesus, so
their laying a trap for this woman isn’t a farfetched idea. These religious leaders dragged
the woman into the middle of the crowd and stood her before Jesus. They addressed
Jesus politely as “teacher” and then explained that this woman had been caught in the
very act of adultery. We can’t help but wonder why the man involved in this sin wasn’t
treated to the same procedure.
The religious leaders cited the Law of Moses and asked Jesus if He agreed that the
woman should be executed by stoning (8:5).
The scribes and the Pharisees pointed out to Jesus that the Law of Moses required
the death sentence for those who committed adultery. Indeed, Leviticus 20:10 and
Deuteronomy 22:22-24 call for the death penalty for those caught in adultery—both the
man and the woman. Death by stoning was the form this penalty would take. Ancient
Mosaic Law was given by God to maintain purity among His people while they ruled
themselves as a nation. However, a new nation ruled over God’s people—the Roman
Empire. Only the Roman authorities could now pronounce the sentence of death
(compare John 18:31). The scribes and Pharisees who brought the adulterous woman to
Jesus now demanded that He render a verdict. What would Jesus say about this case?
The religious leaders were more interested in trapping Jesus than in upholding the
Law or showing mercy (8:6a).
It’s obvious to the reader, and it was probably obvious to those present at the
time, that the scribes and Pharisees weren’t really interested in law or mercy in this case.
They wanted to test Jesus, to somehow trap Him in His words. They wanted to bring
legal accusations against Jesus. If Jesus endorsed inflicting the death penalty on the
adulterous woman the religious leaders could hand Him over to the Roman officials for
interfering with their authority. In addition, Jesus might lose all credibility with the
helpless, hurting people who were drawn daily to His loving nurture. However, if Jesus
denied the Law of Moses the religious leaders could accuse Him of dishonoring the
Scriptures. These religious leaders, like the world today, couldn’t grasp concepts like
grace and forgiveness. The way of Jesus stands in stark contrast to the way of the world.

When it comes to forgiveness, the way of Jesus
reminds us that we’re all deeply saturated with sin (8:6b-9).
Jesus knew exactly how to counteract this scheme of the religious leaders. He
knew how to demonstrate the power of forgiveness. His verdict on this matter reminds us
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that we all harbor sin. Sin resides deeply in every human heart. We all desperately need
the grace and forgiveness of God.
Jesus bent down and began to write on the ground with His finger (8:6b).
From His sitting position Jesus, having heard the case placed before Him, bent
down and began to write on the ground with His finger. This is the only recorded
incident of Jesus writing but we know that He would have been fully literate. Our
curiosity makes us ask immediately, “What did Jesus write on the ground that day?”
Some Greek manuscripts seem to attempt to fill this void by saying that Jesus wrote the
sins of each of the woman’s accusers, but this is purely speculative. John didn’t choose
to reveal the content of Jesus’ written words. Therefore, we must conclude that the
content of Jesus’ writing wasn’t as significant for our understanding as the very act of His
writing. This act of Jesus writing with His finger should have prompted the alert Jewish
mind to reflect on God who wrote with His finger on the stone tablets that constituted the
Law of Moses (Exodus 31:18). Here was God in the flesh, Jesus Christ, writing again.
He who wrote the Law could change the Law. No longer would rigid judgment rule.
Now grace and forgiveness would rule.
When pressed for an answer, Jesus told the religious leaders that the one who was
sinless among them should throw the first stone (8:7).
The religious leaders no doubt took Jesus’ action as an attempt to avoid their
question, so they kept repeating their accusations and demanded a response. Since these
self-righteous men didn’t catch on to Jesus’ demonstration He stood up and verbalized
His answer. With these now famous words Jesus announced a path of forgiveness. “Let
the one who has no sin be first to throw a stone at her.” His penetrating eyes and His
powerful statement burned into the hearts of all who were there.
Jesus again bent down and wrote on the ground (8:8).
Jesus again bent down and wrote on the ground, reinforcing His authority as both
lawgiver and grace-giver. He had not condoned the woman’s sin, nor had He disregarded
the Law of Moses. He had simply and powerfully pointed out that every one of us is in
need of grace and forgiveness. Every one of us is saturated with sin.
The religious leaders filed away and left the woman alone with Jesus and the crowd
(8:9).
While Jesus was writing on the ground the woman’s accusers began to walk away
one by one, beginning with the oldest among them. Soon all of these scribes and
Pharisees had evaporated into the crowd, apparently aware of their own sinfulness. Soon,
only the woman was left. She hadn’t tried to escape this embarrassing and lifethreatening ordeal. In some way the words and demeanor of Jesus held her captive. She
had escaped death. Now she would hear words of life. Because we’re all saturated with
sin we need to hear the forgiving voice of Jesus in our hearts.
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When it comes to forgiveness, the way of Jesus
extends grace that motivates us to change our way of life (8:10-11).
Jesus offers grace where nothing short of grace will suffice. His death on the
cross purchased our forgiveness, and that forgiveness and grace motivate us to go and
live a different kind of life.
Jesus asked the woman if no one was left to condemn her (8:10).
When the woman’s accusers had all left, Jesus stood again and addressed this
beleaguered woman. He asked where her accusers had gone. “Has no one condemned
you?” He inquired, fully knowing that her accusers had filed away in shame. In this
tender encounter, Jesus opened His heart to this woman. He extended His grace.
Jesus told the woman that He didn’t condemn her and commanded her to go and start
a new life without sin (8:11).
The adulterous woman addressed Jesus respectfully, calling Him “Lord” or “Sir,”
and said simply, “No one.” No one had stayed to condemn her. All had admitted that
they, too, were sinners. Jesus then lovingly assured the woman that He did not condemn
her either. His reason for not condemning the woman was far different from that of the
scribes and the Pharisees. These religious leaders abandoned their accusations because of
their awareness of their own sins. Jesus refused to condemn the woman because of His
grace and mercy. He extended forgiveness. Of course, Jesus never condoned the
woman’s sin. In fact, He instructed her to go and stop sinning from that moment
forward. Now that she’d received divine forgiveness she was to live a new life. This
woman who, moments before, had a sentence of death hanging over her head now had a
new life. The power of forgiveness is life giving power. When we enter into Jesus’
forgiveness through faith in His atoning sacrifice He raises us up to live a new life in
Him. Jesus has both the authority and the ability to forgive our sins and He offers us
complete forgiveness today.
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The Light of the World—Jesus, the Son of the Father
(John 8:12-20)
The contrast between light and darkness is a common theme in the Bible
beginning with creation itself. Genesis 1:2 states that darkness covered the surface of the
earth, and verse 3 tells us, “And God said, ‘Let there be light.’” In the opening chapter of
John’s Gospel we read that in Jesus are revealed “life” and “light” (John 1:4). Light and
life stand in spiritual contrast to darkness and death. Twice Jesus declared, “I am the
light of the world” (John 8:12; 9:5). He claimed to be the source of spiritual light and
life, the answer to our problem of spiritual darkness and death. Jesus substantiated this
claim in John 8:12-20 by underscoring His relationship with His heavenly Father. Jesus
is the unique Son of God. As such, He alone offers true spiritual light and life.

As God the Son, Jesus is the source
of ultimate spiritual enlightenment (8:12).
“I am the light of the world,” Jesus told the crowd gathered that day in the temple
courts. He could make this bold declaration because He is the unique Son of God. He
alone is the source of ultimate spiritual enlightenment.
Jesus declared Himself to be the light of the world (8:12a).
Spiritually speaking, the world lies in darkness. We have rejected God’s rule over
our lives and replaced it with the inferior substitutes of idolatry, ideologies, and
individualism. Our sins have separated us from our God (Isaiah 59:2). These sins have
produced a harvest of unrighteousness—increasing crime, cruelty, war, disease, poverty,
and directionless living. Jesus came into the world to rescue us from darkness by shining
the light of life. He declared Himself to be the light of the world.
Jesus claimed to be the source of the light of life (8:12b).
Because Jesus is the true light we should follow Him. If we follow Him we’ll
walk in light instead of darkness. Jesus described light as life, true life. When we follow
Jesus we have life instead of death. Jesus is the light of the world and wants to be the
light of our lives. As God the Son, Jesus is the source of ultimate spiritual enlightenment.

As God the Son, Jesus speaks
with absolute spiritual authority (8:13-14).
It’s clear that Jesus was making a bold claim when He declared Himself to be the
light of the world. His enemies quickly expressed their rejection of His claim. However,
because Jesus is God’s Son He speaks with absolute authority.
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The Pharisees rejected Jesus’ personal testimony as invalid (8:13).
The ever-present Pharisees heard Jesus’ claim and immediately rejected His
testimony about Himself. “Your witness is not true,” they responded. Maybe they
reasoned that anyone could make lofty claims but such self testimony is meaningless
without further corroboration. They conveniently forgot Jesus’ miraculous power (John
5:36).
Jesus defended His personal testimony based on His heavenly origin and destination
(8:14).
While Jesus had previously agreed that His testimony in isolation from His works
was insufficient (John 5:31), He now states that His personal testimony is indeed valid.
After all, His testimony flowed from His divine nature. By now the Pharisees should
have recognized Jesus’ divine works and acknowledged His divine nature. So Jesus said
that His testimony was true because of His heavenly origin and destination. Jesus knew
that He came from the presence of God the Father and would return to the Father. Jesus
was secure in His personal identity as the Son of the Father. But the Pharisees had
refused to acknowledge Jesus’ heavenly origin and destination. They refused to believe
that Jesus is the Son of God, and therefore they rejected His testimony about Himself.
Nevertheless, Jesus speaks with divine authority because He is God the Son.

As God the Son, Jesus frees us
from eternal spiritual condemnation (8:15-16).
The contrast between light and darkness is evident in the contrast between human
judgment and Jesus’ divine judgment. Darkness is eager to judge others based on sinful
human standards whereas Jesus came to save, not condemn.
Jesus accused the Pharisees of judging by sinful human standards (8:15a).
“You judge according to the flesh,” Jesus stated. The Pharisees were judging
Him based on their own sinful, tainted perspective. Since they had rejected the idea that
Jesus could be the Son of God they could only judge Him and others based on human
standards, standards that are incapable of rightly discerning truth.
Jesus stated that He did not come with the primary purpose of judging (8:15b).
Jesus went on to say, “I judge no one.” It was never Jesus’ purpose in coming
into this world to judge, or condemn, the world. He came instead to save the world
(compare John 3:17; 12:47). Jesus didn’t intend for us to think that He would never pass
judgment on sin, but that His primary purpose didn’t revolve around judgment. He came
to give light and life.
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Jesus claimed that any judgment He passed came in unison with the Father (8:16).
In fact, Jesus did bring judgment on sin. When it was necessary to judge others,
Jesus based His judgment on truth rather than sinful human standards. He could judge
justly because He was not alone in meting out judgment. He judged in unison with the
Father who had sent Him. Jesus came to free us from eternal spiritual condemnation. He
came to fulfill the Father’s will and save us.

As God the Son, Jesus satisfied
every spiritual requirement (8:17-18).
Jesus went on to contrast the Pharisees’ understanding of the Old Testament Law
with His own personal testimony. The Pharisees failed to realize that Jesus came to
fulfill the Law.
Jesus referred to the Old Testament Law that required at least two witnesses (8:17).
According to the Old Testament Law at least two witnesses were necessary to
legitimize a testimony or an accusation (Deuteronomy 19:15). Jesus had previously
given several supporting witnesses to His claims (John 5:31-40), witnesses that the
Pharisees persisted in rejecting—John the Baptist, Jesus’ miraculous works, Jesus’
relationship to the Father, and the scriptural support for Jesus’ ministry.
Jesus stated that His testimony combined with that of the Father fit the legal
requirement (8:18).
Jesus’ testimony about Himself was true based solely on His inherent truthfulness
as God in the flesh. However, Jesus reinforced the truthfulness of His testimony by once
again declaring His unique relationship with God the Father. The Father had sent Jesus
into the world. Both the Father and the Son were in unison in their testimony, thereby
satisfying the Old Testament Law regarding multiple testimonies. Jesus didn’t disregard
the Law but came to fulfill the Law. As God the Son, Jesus satisfied every requirement
of the Law.

As God the Son, Jesus offers us
a rewarding spiritual relationship (8:19-20).
The relationship between God the Father and God the Son is the basis for our own
relationship with God. It’s through the Son that we have access to the Father.
The Pharisees questioned Jesus on the whereabouts of His father (8:19a).
Because Jesus referred to God as His Father, the Pharisees questioned this
relationship. They refused to believe that Jesus came from heaven. Therefore, they
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asked Jesus, “Where is your father?” Their question may have contained a not so subtle
hint about the circumstances of Jesus’ birth to Mary. Of course, Jesus’ virgin birth is an
essential doctrine, but those who reject Jesus will naturally reject His virgin birth as well.
The Pharisees were unwilling to acknowledge anything supernatural about Jesus’ birth or
His relationship with God the Father.
Jesus stated that those who truly know Him also know the Father (8:19b).
Jesus accused the Pharisees of spiritual ignorance. They didn’t really know the
Father and therefore they couldn’t know Jesus for who He really is. “If you knew me,
you would know my Father also,” Jesus said. To know Jesus is to know God. They are
One within the divine mystery of the Trinity. We cannot know God the Father except
through God the Son. But we must not miss another point in Jesus’ statement. The fact
is, we can indeed know God. We can have a relationship with God. Through Jesus
Christ we enter into an eternal relationship with the triune God—Father, Son, and Holy
Spirit. As God’s Son, Jesus offers us a rewarding spiritual relationship with God.
Jesus was teaching publicly but no one dared to arrest Him (8:20).
John indicates that Jesus spoke these words in the public setting of the Temple,
near the place where offerings were received. Jesus didn’t attempt to hide His identity as
the Son of God nor make His role as the light of the world a secret. He spoke openly and
publicly about His nature and mission. At this point in Jesus’ ministry no one attempted
to arrest Him, though the religious leaders were adamantly opposed to Him. The fact was
that Jesus’ “time had not yet come.” No one could lay a hand on Jesus until the ordained
time of His sacrifice for our sins. For the time being, Jesus was immune to the intentions
of His enemies. He continued to invite people into a relationship with God, His Father.
He continued to offer spiritual light in a dark world. Jesus is the unique Son of God and
as such He alone offers true spiritual light and life.
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The Light of the World—Jesus, the Savior from Heaven
(John 8:21-30)

Jesus is the light of the world. In Him we have life, enlightenment, and direction.
This is possible because Jesus is the Son of the Father and the Savior from heaven. In
His confrontation with the religious leaders as described in John 8, Jesus presents
recurring and reinforcing themes around His deity. He declares to His listeners that He
stands in a unique relationship with God the Father. He also reminds them that He was
sent by the Father—that He came from heaven and will return to heaven. It’s Jesus’
heavenly origin and destiny that forms the foundation for His message. Since Jesus came
from heaven He alone can truly be our Savior.

Because Jesus came from heaven
He has exclusive access to heaven (8:21-22).
Jesus, the eternal Son of God, came to earth from heaven in the act of the
incarnation. After His death and resurrection He returned to heaven. Because Jesus
came from heaven He provides access to heaven for those who believe in Him.
However, those who reject Him also reject heaven. Jesus has exclusive access to heaven.
There is no other way to heaven except through Jesus.
Jesus warned that He would go away and that those who rejected Him would die in
their sin (8:21).
Jesus, continuing His discussion with the Pharisees in the temple courts, repeated
something He’d told them on a previous occasion. He declared that He was going away
and where He was going they could not follow (compare John 7:33-34). In fact, He
warned that the Pharisees would ultimately die in their sin. The singular form of “sin”
here indicates a pervasive condition of the human heart. Sin separates us from God. Sin
prevents us from going where Jesus was going—to be with the Father in heaven. No one
can get to heaven without Jesus. Disbelief prevents us from entering into eternal life
(compare John 8:24; 16:9).
The religious leaders wondered if Jesus intended to kill Himself (8:22).
The “Jews,” that is, the Pharisees and other religious leaders who were listening
to Jesus that day talked among themselves about the meaning of Jesus’ statement. If
Jesus was going away, did He intend to kill himself? This may have been wishful
thinking on the part of Jesus’ opponents since they already voiced their desire to see Him
dead (John 7:1). If Jesus took His own life their problem would be solved and Jesus’
name would have been ruined by an act of suicide. Previously the religious leaders
suspected that Jesus would go away to teach the Gentiles (John 7:35). Clearly these
religious leaders were grasping at straws. They wanted Jesus out of the picture and
hoped that Jesus would simply go away. They refused to grasp the true meaning of
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Jesus’ words. Jesus would go away, but His departure would be a return to heaven from
whence He’d come. Because He came from heaven and would return to heaven, Jesus
became our only access to heaven. He is the light of the world, the way of eternal life.

Because Jesus came from heaven
He alone can offer redemption for sin (8:23-24).
Jesus is the only way to heaven because He alone could offer redemption for our
sin. That redemption is possible solely because Jesus is God. His deity is linked with
His heavenly origin.
Jesus explained that He, in contrast to the religious leaders, came from above (8:23).
Jesus pointed out to His listeners that they were from “below” while He was from
“above.” They were of this world, but He was not of this world. Jesus stands out from
all humankind in that He came from heaven. In the incarnation the eternal Son of God
became a human being. He came from heaven to earth. The world was His creation, not
His home. His home was in heaven. His existence is eternal. His nature is divine.
Jesus again warned that the religious leaders would die in their sins for failing to
believe in Him (8:24).
Because Jesus came from heaven He can offer life. He became our redeemer.
Sin separates us from God, but Jesus came to take our sin and restore us to a redeemed
relationship with God. Jesus again warned the religious leaders that they would die in
their sins. This time “sins” is plural. Our “sin,” our fallen human condition results in
“sins,” personal acts of rebellion against God’s holy standard. We are culpable for both
our sin and our sins. But there’s hope. Jesus did state that His listeners would die in their
sins “if” they didn’t believe in Him. Faith in Jesus Christ and His redemptive work on
the cross saves us from our sinful human condition and the penalty for our sinful acts.
Disbelief results in eternal death. Belief brings eternal life. We must believe.
Specifically, we must believe what Jesus declared about Himself—“I am.” This simple
statement of personal existence and identity reflects back on Exodus 3:13-14. There God
revealed Himself to Moses in the burning bush by saying, “I am who I am.” This
personal name for God applies to Jesus, the Son of God. We must believe that Jesus is
God our Savior. He came from heaven, not earth. He alone can redeem us.

Because Jesus came from heaven
He speaks with heavenly authority (8:25-26).
The Pharisees refused to acknowledge Jesus’ deity or His heavenly origin.
Instead, they pushed for a preferred explanation about Jesus’ personal identity. Rejecting
the truth, they were unable to grasp the truth.
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The religious leaders asked Jesus who He really was (8:25a).
“Who are you?” the religious leaders asked Jesus. This is the key question in
everyone’s spiritual journey. Who is Jesus? Who is He to me? Jesus claimed a heavenly
preexistence. He claimed to be the great “I Am.” He claimed a unique relationship with
God the Father. These claims were both consistent and clear. But those who reject these
claims will seek a different identity for Jesus. This was the path of the Pharisees. They
wanted a different answer.
Jesus reinforced His claim to deity, saying that he spoke on behalf of the One who had
sent Him (8:25b-26).
Jesus never backed down on His claim to deity. When asked, “Who are you?” He
reinforced His claim. Verse 25 provides a translation challenge. The word “beginning”
in this verse could refer to the beginning of His teaching ministry or the current
conversation—“I am who I’ve claimed to be from the beginning.” But “beginning” in
John 1:2 refers to the beginning of time. Jesus was likely saying, “I am the one who has
existed from the very beginning, from all eternity.”
Jesus then told the resistant religious leaders that He had many things to say in
judgment of them. They deserved words of condemnation for their disbelief and their
public resistance to Jesus. However, Jesus determined to focus on the message of the
Father, the one who had sent Him. Because the Father is true and because Jesus spoke
what He heard from the Father, Jesus’ words were authoritative and true. Jesus came
from heaven and spoke with heavenly authority.

Because Jesus came from heaven
He could fulfill the divine plan by dying for our sins (8:27-30).
Jesus spoke on behalf of God the Father and He came to fulfill the Father’s
redemptive plan. Jesus came from heaven to be our Savior.
The religious leaders failed to grasp the fact that Jesus was talking about His
relationship with God the Father (8:27).
Jesus had clearly described Himself as “sent” from above (John 8:16, 18, 26 as
well as 29). He spoke about His unique relationship with the one who sent Him, the
Father (John 8:16, 18, 19). The religious leaders, however, did not understand that Jesus
was speaking about His relationship with God the Father. Their willful ignorance
excluded them from a saving understanding of Jesus.
Jesus explained that the religious leaders would understand more clearly after He’d
been lifted up on the cross (8:28).
Jesus again described Himself as the Son of Man, a messianic title (John 1:51;
5:27). He said that His enemies would lift Him up, a phrase referring to His sacrificial
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death on the cross (compare John 3:14-15; 12:32). Although His enemies didn’t
understand His words at the moment, they would gain greater spiritual insight at the time
of Jesus’ crucifixion. At that point many of them would recognize Him as “I Am.” They
would understand that Jesus didn’t act independently of the Father but spoke what the
Father taught Him to speak. The cross would become the watershed of history. Of
course, many of Jesus’ enemies continued to reject Him even after the crucifixion, but
many of Jerusalem’s religious leaders came to acknowledge Him as Messiah (compare
Acts 6:7). When we look at the cross we’ll see Jesus most clearly.
Jesus assured the religious leaders that He always did what pleased the Father (8:29).
Jesus is one with God the Father. The Father sent the Son into the world and
didn’t abandon Him. In fact, Jesus could state with confidence that the one who sent
Him, the Father, was with Him. The Father didn’t leave Jesus alone. Jesus always did
that which pleased the Father. The Father always operated in harmony with the Son.
There’s a marvelous and mysterious oneness in the godhead—Father, Son, and Holy
Spirit. God’s redemption plan was fulfilled in the sacrificial work of Jesus Christ.
Because Jesus came from heaven He alone was capable of fulfilling that divine plan.
While Jesus was speaking many people put their faith in Him (8:30).
Even though the religious leaders in Jerusalem opposed Jesus many people found
in Him the answer to their hopes and needs. “Even as He spoke, many put their faith in
Him.” Many believed in Jesus. They accepted as truth His divine claims. They saw Him
as the light of the world, the one who grants eternal life. Even today people are putting
their faith in this Jesus, the “I Am” God and Savior from heaven. Since Jesus came from
heaven He alone can truly be our Savior.
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The Light of the World—Jesus, the Spiritual Emancipator
(John 8:31-47)

Jesus is the light of the world. The concept of light goes hand in hand with life,
truth, and spiritual freedom. Freedom, of course, doesn’t refer to an ability to live any
way we choose. Instead, spiritual freedom means that we become emancipated from the
bondage of sin in our lives. Jesus is our spiritual emancipator. He alone can free us from
sin’s penalty, sin’s power, and eventually from sin’s presence. In His dialogue with the
Jewish audience in the Temple courts Jesus claimed to offer such freedom to all who
recognized Him as having come from the Father in heaven. Those who rejected this
message had a different father. Jesus came to free us from our sins. Jesus’ truth can truly
set us free.

Truth as found in Jesus
Christ alone will set us free (8:31-32).
Truth is paramount. We stake our eternal existence on rightly identifying truth.
Jesus claimed to be the embodiment of truth (John 14:6). That truth, He declared, can
truly set us free.
Jesus told those who had believed that abiding in His word would mark them as His
true disciples (8:31).
During Jesus’ discourse many people put their faith Him (verse 30). However,
their faith appears to have been fleeting. Jesus directly addressed these surface believers
with an invitation to commitment and a warning about their allegiance to the devil.
(Jesus seems to have been speaking to these faltering believers until the text indicates a
change at verse 48, although the audience certainly consisted of a mixture of faith,
committed faith, and rejection; compare John 6:66.) Jesus, of course, recognized the
tentative nature of the faith that these individuals had expressed. He, therefore, stated
that they needed to confirm their faith by abiding in, or remaining faithful to, His word.
Jesus taught truth. Those who truly believed would persist in their faith. Their lives
would take up residence in His teachings. This kind of spiritual fruit would indicate the
reality of their faith. In this way these believers would be true disciples. It’s one thing to
claim to be a follower of Jesus. It’s another thing to truly be a disciple. The fruit of our
actions will reveal the depth of our faith.
Jesus stated that those who abide in His word will know the truth and the truth will
free them (8:32).
Jesus’ true disciples will know the truth, truth that’s found in Jesus alone. This
knowledge is both personal and intimate, a relational knowledge of Jesus Christ who is
the Truth. To know Jesus is to know the truth. To know the truth is to know true
freedom. Jesus promised, “The truth will set you free.” While people have taken this
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statement to lay claim to personal or political freedom, Jesus was clearly speaking in the
context of spiritual freedom. Truth as found in Jesus Christ alone will set us free.

Our cultural heritage is no
guarantee of our spiritual emancipation (8:33-38).
The concept of freedom carries both spiritual and political overtones. Jesus spoke
of spiritual freedom, while those listening to Him had political freedom in mind.
Those who had believed claimed to be Abraham’s seed and never to have been in
bondage (8:33).
Those who had initially believed in Jesus now began to question His message.
Jesus told them that truth as found in Him would free them. This Jewish audience
protested, claiming that as Abraham’s seed they had never been enslaved. They denied
any need for emancipation. Pride of heritage made them conveniently forget their past
bondage in Egypt and Babylon and their current submission to Roman rule. In addition,
these same people were spiritually enslaved to sin.
Jesus stated that those who sin are slaves to sin and that He alone could fully free them
(8:34-36).
Jesus pointed His listeners to the reality of spiritual bondage. Sin is a slave
master. Jesus said that everyone who sins—and everyone does sin—is a slave to sin.
We’re bound by sin and need to be set free spiritually. This freedom is available in Jesus
Christ. Jesus went on to point out that a slave doesn’t “abide” (compare verse 31) in the
household in any lasting way. A slave isn’t part of the family. A son, however, “abides”
forever in the family. Family ties are lasting. Jesus is the Son of God. He abides with
the Father forever. Based on His eternal relationship with the Father, Jesus can therefore
offer real spiritual freedom. He can release us from the penalty, the power, and
ultimately the presence of sin. We are set free through faith in Jesus Christ.
Jesus warned that those who rejected Him set themselves apart as having a different
father (8:37-38).
Jesus acknowledged that His audience consisted of physical descendants of
Abraham. However, a physical (or cultural) heritage doesn’t guarantee a spiritual
relationship. These descendants of Abraham were in fact looking for an opportunity to
kill Jesus! Although they had believed Jesus to a point, their faith was all but gone at this
point. Jesus saw beneath the surface of their professed faith. These people didn’t
actually have any room in their hearts for His word, His truth, the truth that could set
them free. Jesus spoke from His personal relationship with God the Father. He spoke
about those things that He had witnessed while with His Father in heaven. By contrast,
the Jews—even those who had professed faith—were acting on the impulses of their own
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father, a different father from Abraham. Their heritage didn’t transfer into a spiritual
relationship with God.

Our actions reveal the
deepest realities of our hearts (8:39-41a).
Actions speak louder than words. Our actions reveal our beliefs, priorities, and
attitudes. Jesus pointed out that the actions of His listeners revealed their spiritual
condition.
Those who had believed claimed once again that Abraham was their father (8:39a).
The people whom Jesus was addressing became increasingly defensive (and
decreasingly characterized by belief). They emphasized once again their relationship to
Abraham as their father.
Jesus stated that the actions of those who rejected Him betrayed their lack of
relationship with Abraham and pointed to a different father (8:39b-41a).
Jesus countered by saying that these faltering believers’ actions betrayed their
false faith. If they were spiritual descendants of Abraham they would mimic Abraham’s
practices. They would be people of true and lasting faith. Instead, they were looking for
a way to kill Jesus. They were adamantly opposed to truth, truth from God. Abraham
welcomed God’s truth while these physical descendants of Abraham rejected God’s truth.
Therefore, Jesus concluded, they had a different father. Their spiritual father was not
Abraham. Their actions revealed a different relationship, a relationship with evil.

Love for Jesus Christ sets apart those who
follow God from those who follow evil (8:41b-47).
The line between truth and error, between God and evil, is drawn by our response
to Jesus Christ in our lives. Those who love Jesus truly love the true God. Those who
reject Jesus reject God.
Those who had believed claimed that God was their Father (8:41b).
Jesus’ audience went a step further in its defense of its privileged position. These
faltering believers not only claimed Abraham as their father. They insisted that God was
their Father. Further, they stated that they hadn’t been born out of any act of fornication.
This statement hints at the unusual nature of Jesus’ conception, the miracle of the
incarnation and the virgin birth (compare John 8:19, 48). These Jews implied that Jesus
was born out of fornication while they had a pure lineage that traced back to a favored
relationship with God Himself.
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Jesus said that those who have God as their Father would recognize that the Father
had sent Him (8:42-43).
Jesus drew the line in the sand. He stated, “If God were your Father, you would
love me.” After all, Jesus came from God and entered the world through the miracle of
the incarnation. Jesus existed as one with the Father and in that divine relationship came
to fulfill the Father’s will. Although His message was clear, Jesus knew that those
listening to Him that day were willfully ignorant of the truth. They were unable to really
hear His word.
Jesus accused those who rejected Him as having the devil as their father (8:44).
At this point Jesus stated plainly, “You belong to your father, the devil.”
Although these faltering believers claimed that Abraham was their father and that God
was their Father, their actions revealed a false faith that comes from Satan. The devil was
opposed to God and God’s Son. He was a murderer from the beginning, bringing death
on the human race through his temptation in Eden. He rejected the truth, and no truth is
found in him. Satan tells lies just as he did in Eden, convincing Adam and Eve that their
disobedience to God would result in becoming gods. Satan lies because he is a liar at
heart—he speaks out of his own nature. Satan is a liar and the father of lies. So when the
Jews who rejected Jesus spoke lies they were mimicking their father, the devil. These
were harsh accusations on Jesus’ part, but the truth not only sets us free—it reveals
reality.
Jesus challenged those listening to either identify any sin in Him or acknowledge that
He spoke truth (8:45-46).
Jesus continued His accusations, saying that these Jews refused to listen to the
truth. They, in reality, did not believe! Jesus then challenged them to point out any flaw,
any sin in Jesus. Jesus was sinless, the spotless Lamb of God. Since no one could
identify any kind of sin in Jesus, Jesus asked why they would not truly believe in Him.
They were indeed misled by their father, the devil.
Jesus stated that those who belong to God hear God’s words and those who don’t hear
don’t belong to God (8:47).
Jesus stated a simple spiritual principle. Those who have a relationship with God
hear, or pay attention to, the words of God. Since these Jews refused to listen to God’s
truth as revealed through Jesus, their rejection proved that they had no relationship with
God. They needed to respond to Jesus with true, lasting faith. They needed to love
Jesus, thereby demonstrating their love for God and receiving spiritual emancipation.
Jesus came to free us from our sins. Jesus’ truth can truly set us free.
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The Light of the World—Jesus, the Life-Giving God
(John 8:48-59)
Jesus is the light of the world (John 8:12). He gives life, enlightenment, and
direction. He frees us from our sins. He rescues us from death. He is the light of the
world. In His dialog with the religious leaders in Jerusalem, Jesus powerfully portrayed
His deity to the extent that those who rejected Him were ready to stone Him to death.
But some believed. Jesus’ claims form a spiritual watershed. We must choose whether
or not to take Him at His word. To reject Jesus is to reject light and life. To believe is to
enter into life. Because Jesus is God, He alone can give us lasting life.

Jesus is the ultimate
giver of life (8:48-51).
Our response to Jesus is literally a matter of life and death. Jesus claimed that
anyone who keeps His word, that is, accepts His truth, will never experience death. This
bold claim was at the core of Jesus’ teachings.
The religious leaders accused Jesus of being a demon possessed Samaritan (8:48).
Jesus had just accused His audience of following the wishes of the devil as their
father. This accusation, as we might expect, raised resistance. The Jews, that is the
religious leaders among the Jews (compare verse 13), responded with their own
accusation. They accused Jesus of being a demon possessed Samaritan. The Samaritans
were racially intermixed, descendants of Jews who had intermarried with Gentiles
centuries earlier. As such, the pure Jews of Judea despised them. By calling Jesus a
Samaritan the religious leaders were casting aspersions on His background. Not
understanding the virgin birth of Jesus, they assumed that Jesus had been born from a
mixed and unholy union (compare John 8:19, 41). The accusation of demon possession
simply added to the insult. The religious leaders had already become accustomed to
identifying Jesus’ miraculous works with the devil (Matthew 12:24). Here they also
identified Jesus’ teachings as demonic.
Jesus claimed to honor the Father and that the Father sought to glorify Him (8:49-50).
Jesus simply denied being possessed by a demon and didn’t even address the
charge of being a Samaritan. Such accusations were specious and ridiculous. Instead,
Jesus honored His Father by His teachings while the religious leaders dishonored Jesus.
Jesus wasn’t seeking glory for Himself by making His bold claims. He simply spoke the
truth. God the Father, however, sought to glorify Jesus as the rightful judge. In the
incarnation Jesus veiled the full display of His heavenly glory, leaving the revelation of
His glory in the hands of God the Father. The Father would indeed glorify the Son (John
12:23; 17:1).
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Jesus promised that anyone who embraces His word will never experience death
(8:51).
“Truly, truly,” Jesus emphasized, “if anyone keeps my word, he will never see
death.” Jesus holds the key to life, spiritual life, eternal life. From birth we’re on a
trajectory toward eternal death. But Jesus offers to put us on a different path. He offers
us life. To replace death with life is a matter of keeping Jesus’ word, that is, accepting by
faith His teachings and His claims about Himself. Jesus is the ultimate giver of life. We
can have eternal life only through Him.

Jesus is the rightful
object of glory (8:52-56).
Jesus alone can grant eternal life. Jesus is worthy of glory. He rightfully deserves
our praise.
The religious leaders pointed out that Abraham had died and therefore Jesus’ claim
was presumptuous (8:52-53).
The religious leaders once again accused Jesus of being demon possessed. They
thought they’d caught Jesus in a trap based on His own teachings. Jesus had said that
anyone who believed in Him would never die. What about Abraham? What about the
prophets? They’d died even though they faithfully followed God. How could Jesus
claim to offer life when even these great people from the past were unable to avoid
death? Did Jesus think He was greater than Abraham? Jesus was indeed greater than
Abraham or any of the prophets (compare Matthew 12:41-42). He is the Son of God,
God in the flesh. To those who reject Jesus’ deity, His claims seem presumptuous. But
to those who believe, Jesus’ claims make perfect sense. He is the rightful object of honor
and glory.
Jesus claimed that the Father glorified Him and that the religious leaders didn’t really
know God the Father (8:54-55).
Jesus responded by saying that if He glorified Himself, such glory means nothing
(at least, to the resistant observer). Jesus, however, didn’t glorify Himself. The Father
glorified Him. The religious leaders claimed the Father as their God, but it was this same
Father who glorified the Son. Therefore, Jesus’ accusers didn’t really know God. To
“know” in this statement refers to experiential knowledge. The religious leaders had no
relational experience with this God whom they claimed to follow. Jesus, however, really
knew the Father. To “know” in this statement refers to innate, intuitive knowledge.
Jesus knows the Father intuitively because He is one with the Father. To deny this
relationship with the Father would constitute Jesus a liar like His accusers. But Jesus
wasn’t a liar. He spoke truth. Jesus kept the Father’s word and therefore invited His
listeners to keep His own word, His truth. To keep Jesus’ word is to receive eternal life
(verse 51).
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Jesus stated that Abraham rejoiced at seeing Him (8:56).
The Jewish leaders had introduced Abraham into the dialog. In their minds
Abraham was their father (compare verses 33 and 39) and Jesus’ superior (verse 53).
Jesus here states that their father, Abraham, “was extremely glad” at the prospect of
seeing Jesus’ day and when he’d seen it he “rejoiced.” Abraham, therefore, saw the day
of Jesus. But to what is Jesus referring by this statement? Possibly Jesus’ day refers to
His incarnation, His arrival in this world which Abraham would have witnessed as an
inhabitant of heaven. But in the next verses Jesus identifies His own eternal existence as
the link between Himself and Abraham. Abraham saw Jesus’ day during Abraham’s own
lifetime. This may have taken place at some significant time in Abraham’s life, such as
the sacrifice of Isaac, or it may have taken place at the time of Abraham’s death and
entrance into heaven. Whatever the situation, Abraham saw Jesus’ day and rejoiced. He
knew that Jesus deserves glory. Jesus is the rightful object of glory.

Jesus is the
self-existent God (8:57-59).
As the light of the world, Jesus is much more than an enlightened teacher. He’s
the author of light, the Creator, the self-existent “I AM” of the Old Testament—God!
The religious leaders expressed their disbelief that Jesus had seen Abraham (8:57).
Jesus’ opponents reacted vehemently to Jesus’ statements about Abraham. They
pointed out that Jesus wasn’t yet fifty years old (probably simply an upper age limit
which Jesus clearly hadn’t reached). Abraham had lived around two thousand years prior
to Jesus’ life on earth, so how could Jesus have seen Abraham? The religious leaders
were unwilling to recognize Jesus as anything other than a mere human.
Jesus claimed to exist prior to Abraham as “I Am” (8:58).
Jesus once again challenged the thinking of the religious leaders by boldly
declaring, “Before Abraham was, I am.” Before Abraham came to be, before he was
born, Jesus was already in existence. He is the preexistent, self-existent, eternal God
known to the Jews as “I Am” (compare Exodus 3:14). Jesus’ claim couldn’t have been
clearer to His audience that day. He claimed to be God. He and the Father are one.
The religious leaders attempted to kill Jesus but He escaped their evil intentions (8:59).
The Jewish leaders knew exactly what Jesus was saying, as is evident from their
reaction. They began to pick up stones in order to stone Jesus to death for His presumed
blasphemy. But Jesus slipped away and left the Temple courts. (Many manuscripts
include the idea that Jesus passed through the midst of His opponents as He left.) The
time had not yet come for Jesus to die (compare John 7:30). As the light of the world,
Jesus would still shine for a season. Even after His death, His resurrection shed light on
126

the world, light that continues to this day. We, His followers, have become reflections of
His light (Matthew 5:14). We’re to spread the truth about Jesus through our words and
actions, being lights in this spiritually dark world. We can be Jesus’ lights because He is
the giver of life. We have a wonderful message to share. Because Jesus is God, He alone
can give us lasting life.
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Jesus Heals a Man who was Born Blind
(John 9:1-12)
Jesus claimed, “I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will never walk
in darkness, but will have the light of life” (John 8:12). In the deepest spiritual sense,
Jesus dispels darkness and death, replacing them with light and life. His wasn’t a
baseless claim. Jesus proved His ability to replace darkness with light by healing a blind
man in Jerusalem, possibly on the very same day in which He declared Himself to be the
light of the world. Just as Jesus could give physical sight to a blind man, He can also
give spiritual light and life to those who are spiritually dead in spiritual darkness. Jesus
alone can open our eyes to receive the light of life.

Jesus can turn tragedies into
a source of spiritual triumph (9:1-3).
When Jesus and His disciples encountered a blind man, the disciples wondered
out loud about the man’s condition and its relationship to sin. Instead of focusing on sin,
Jesus pointed to the power of God.
When they encountered a man who had been blind since birth, Jesus’ disciples asked
Jesus whose sin caused this man’s condition (9:1-2).
Jesus noticed a blind man—a man who had been blind since birth. The congenital
nature of the man’s blindness is significant. In giving the man sight, Jesus wouldn’t
simply repair something that had become broken but would create something that had
never existed. The fact that this man had been born blind also raised a question in the
minds of the disciples. “Rabbi,” they asked, “who sinned, this man or his parents that he
was born blind?” We tend to seek a cause for anything that rings of tragedy. Had this
man sinned in the womb? Had his parents sinned in some way as to bring about a
judgmental blindness on this man? Someone must be at fault, or so the disciples
assumed. Sin does carry consequences, but not every tragedy in life stems directly from
a specific act of sin. We often experience tragic situations simply because we live in a
fallen world.
Jesus denied that any individual’s sin was responsible for the man’s blindness, but
assured them that his blindness would result in the manifestation of God’s power (9:3).
It must have been comforting to the blind man to hear Jesus defend both him and
his parents. Jesus stated that neither the blind man nor his parents were culpable. The
man’s blindness wasn’t a judgment for sin. By contrast, Jesus stated that the man’s
blindness would prove to be an opportunity for God’s powerful works to be displayed.
This doesn’t mean that God made the man suffer a lifetime of blindness simply to heal
him, but that the man’s blindness—a consequence of living in a fallen world—would
result in God’s glory. Jesus can turn tragedies into triumphs. The tragedies in our lives
can become triumphs when we recognize how Jesus works through those tragedies.
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Jesus is light in a dark
and needy world (9:4-5).
Jesus had claimed to be the light of the world (John 8:12), and now He reinforces
this claim. He declared that He had been sent by the Father to accomplish the Father’s
work. That work included dispelling darkness.
Jesus reminded His disciples about the importance of doing the works of the One who
had sent Him while the time was right (9:4).
Jesus told His disciples that it was appropriate for Him (and possibly them, based
on some Greek texts) to “work the works” of the Father who had sent Him. Jesus had a
deep sense of mission. He had been sent into the world by His Father. He came to
accomplish the Father’s mission, the works that the Father had determined. This
cooperation within the Triune Godhead is consistent throughout the Bible, from creation
to the end—the Father plans, the Son performs, and the Holy Spirit perfects. Jesus came
to do the works which the Father had planned for Him to do, including the work of
redemption. However, Jesus’ time on earth was limited. While He was present it was,
spiritually speaking, daytime. Jesus was accomplishing His Father’s will while He had
the opportunity. Nighttime was coming, the time in which Jesus would leave this world.
In His absence, no one can work. Thankfully, because Jesus sent the Holy Spirit, He is
still present among His followers and is still working in this world.
Jesus reminded His disciples that He is the light of the world (9:5).
Jesus again stated that He is the light of the world. His physical presence brought
light, spiritual sight to those who received Him. As long as He lived in the world Jesus
was the light of the world. Jesus is still the light of the world in the sense that, through
Him, we have life (compare John 1:4-5). In this spiritually dark world Jesus is the light.

Jesus is not limited in the ways
in which He can touch our lives (9:6-7).
Having turned the conversation away from the issue of sin and onto the issues of
spiritual light, Jesus now gave light in the form of sight to the blind man.
Jesus spit on the ground, made some mud, and put it on the blind man’s eyes (9:6).
The blind man must have been listening to Jesus’ words with rapt attention,
wondering what Jesus had in mind for him. Jesus then spit on the ground, formed some
mud, and put the mud on the eyes of the blind man. This was certainly an unusual way
for Jesus to bring about healing. He could have, of course, simply spoken the word and
healed the man. But Jesus treated people individually. He wasn’t limited in the ways in
which He met people’s needs. For this man, the application of mud that would need to be
washed away would best reinforce his awareness of Jesus’ healing power.
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Jesus instructed the man to go and wash in the Pool of Siloam, and when the man did
so he received his sight (9:7).
Having applied the mud, Jesus then instructed the blind man to go and to wash in
the Pool of Siloam. The word “Siloam” comes from a Hebrew term that means “send.”
Jesus had been sent by the Father to do the Father’s works. Now the blind man was sent
to receive the healing power of God through Jesus Christ. The Pool of Siloam was
located at the southern end of Jerusalem, and excavations have revealed remains of this
significant site. Jesus told the blind man to go to the Pool of Siloam and to wash away
the mud He’d applied to the man’s eyes. In three staccato sentences John describes what
happened next. The blind man “went,” he “washed,” and he “came seeing.” As the blind
man made his way to the Pool of Siloam he must have harbored a sense of hope. Could
this teacher named Jesus give him sight? Upon washing away the mud, the man could
instantly see. Jesus had performed a great miracle, one that would prove to any
reasonable mind the truth of Jesus’ identity as the Messiah and the Son of God (John
20:30-31). Jesus can touch our lives in unique and special ways. He isn’t limited by His
past works or our expectations.

When Jesus touches our lives, others
will recognize His transforming power (9:8-12).
The restoration of sight to someone who had been born blind couldn’t go
unnoticed. News quickly spread about Jesus’ latest miracle. People began to recognize
the transforming power of Jesus.
People questioned whether this man who could now see was really the same blind man
whom they knew, so the man affirmed his identity (9:8-9).
The blind man had, of course, been a beggar. Begging was the only possible
source of sustenance for someone in that condition in ancient times. Many people in
Jerusalem—John calls them neighbors and those who had seen the blind man—would
have been familiar with this individual. But apparently few knew him well, at least well
enough to be confident in identifying him once he’d received his sight. Some thought he
was the blind beggar, but others denied that he could be the same man and assumed that
he merely looked like the blind beggar. But the man himself resolved the issue by
stating, “I am.” He was, indeed, the poor blind beggar, but now he could see.
The people asked the man how he received his sight, and the man told them how Jesus
had healed him (9:10-12).
Of course, the people asked the man what had happened. How could he now see?
The man simply explained that someone named Jesus made some mud, anointed his eyes,
and told him to go and wash in the Pool of Siloam. The blind man had obeyed Jesus. He
went, he washed, and he now could see! The people saw the transformation in this man’s
life. When Jesus touches our lives, we’re transformed. The people asked where they
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could find Jesus, but the man didn’t know where Jesus was. He could only testify to
what Jesus had done in his life. When Jesus transforms our lives, we’ll want to testify to
His power and grace. After all, He’s opened our eyes as well. We should be eager to tell
others that Jesus alone can open our eyes to receive the light of life.
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Reactions to the Healing of the Blind Man
(John 9:13-41)
“I once was blind, but now I see.” This was the declared testimony of a man to
whom Jesus gave the gift of sight. It’s a statement that reflects the spiritual condition of
countless Christians who have gone from spiritual blindness to light and life in Jesus
Christ. While everyone should desire spiritual sight, many respond to Jesus’ gracious
invitation in ways that don’t produce light. The human heart resists the truth of God’s
grace, preferring instead its independence from the authority of God. When Jesus healed
a man who had been born blind, some responded to this miraculous sign with doubt, fear,
and even antagonism. But at least the blind man, and hopefully many others, responded
to Jesus with faith. When we put our faith in Jesus, He grants us light and life.

When confronted with the facts about
Jesus, some people respond with doubt (9:13-17).
Jesus had performed an amazing miracle. He’d given sight to a man who had
been born blind. He opened the man’s eyes, created the pathways of light, healed the
man’s brain patterns to interpret the images that now flooded his senses, and made it
possible for this man to see for the first time in his life. Such a miracle would necessarily
raise questions. How we answer these questions, however, determines our eternal
destiny. Some who encountered the blind man after his healing responded to this miracle
with doubt.
Because Jesus had healed on the Sabbath, the Pharisees asked the blind man how he
had received his sight (9:13-15).
Jesus had healed the blind man on a Sabbath day. The people who knew about
this man and the miracle that had taken place escorted the man to the religious
authorities, the Pharisees. The Pharisees asked the man how he had received his sight.
The man simply described his brief encounter with Jesus. Jesus had put mud on the
man’s eyes, the man had gone to wash the mud away, and he could then see.
The Pharisees were divided over whether or not Jesus had come from God (9:16).
Some of the Pharisees immediately concluded that Jesus was not from God since
He hadn’t, by their standards, kept the Sabbath. Jesus had performed a work on the
Sabbath Day. Others among the Pharisees, however, recognized that giving sight to a
man who had been born blind was an amazing miracle that no mere sinner could perform.
So there was a division within the religious leadership over Jesus.
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The Pharisees asked the blind man’s opinion, and he said that Jesus was a prophet
(9:17).
Divided in their opinions, the Pharisees decided to ask the blind man what he
thought about Jesus. The man replied, “He is a prophet.” The blind man hadn’t yet
spoken with Jesus directly nor formed a final opinion about Him, so at this point the blind
man could only identify Jesus as a prophet. Soon he would see Jesus and understand that
Jesus is the Son of God. The identity of Jesus still poses a problem for many today, many
who doubt that He is God, the promised Messiah, and the only source of our salvation.
People still respond to the gospel with doubt.

When confronted with the facts about
Jesus, some people respond with fear (9:18-23).
Had Jesus really performed a great miracle? The religious leaders harbored
serious doubts, so they took the approach of questioning the blind man’s story.
The religious leaders doubted the blind man’s testimony and summoned his parents to
testify (9:18-19).
The “Jews,” here probably referring to the broader body of religious leaders
including the Pharisees and others, refused to believe that Jesus had performed such a
miracle. He simply couldn’t have given sight to a blind man. So they summoned the
man’s parents to identify him as their son, to testify about his condition, and to find out
how he had received his sight.
The blind man’s parents testified that their son had been born blind but they refused to
conjecture on how he had received his sight (9:20-21).
While the blind man’s parents could have been celebrating the healing of their
son, they were instead subjected to the penetrating scrutiny of the religious leaders.
Legalism always robs people of joy! The parents affirmed the fact that this man was their
son and that he had indeed been born blind. However, they didn’t know how their son
could now see or who had opened his eyes. Things had happened quickly. The man’s
parents may have been truly ignorant of all that had taken place, or received only bits of
information along the way. Certainly they exhibited caution regarding anything related
to Jesus due to the pressures of the religious elite. So they pointed out that their son was
old enough to speak for himself.
The man’s parents feared that the religious leaders would expel them from the
synagogue (9:20-23).
The blind man’s parents responded to the healing of their son with fear, fear of the
establishment, fear of the social ramifications of embracing the work of Jesus. After all,
the religious leaders had made it known publicly that anyone who confessed Jesus as the
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Messiah would be put out of the synagogue—excluded from Jewish religious life and,
thereby, excluded from society. So the blind man’s parents deferred the question. Their
son’s testimony would need to suffice. Fear sometimes keeps people from following
Jesus. We fear what others might think or say, how others will look at us if we declare
that Jesus is our Lord. In some places persecution is so severe that to identify with Jesus
means isolation, torture, and death. Only Jesus can help us overcome our fears and
follow Him faithfully.

When confronted with the facts about
Jesus, some people respond with antagonism (9:24-34).
The pressure to explain the healing of the blind man was mounting. The religious
leaders in Jerusalem again questioned the blind man, but this time they responded with
antagonistic, personal attacks.
The religious leaders again summoned the blind man who simply testified that he once
was blind but now could see (9:24-25).
The religious leaders summoned the blind man for a second round of testimony.
They told him, “Give glory to God,” that is to say, they questioned the man’s veracity
and commanded him to tell them the solemn truth (compare Joshua 7:19). They further
declared that Jesus was a sinner. Apparently the majority of the religious leaders had
settled on this conclusion. Jesus was no prophet—He was a wicked man! The blind man
stated that he didn’t know whether or not Jesus was a sinner. He only knew that Jesus
had given him sight. “I once was blind, but now I see.”
When pressed to retell his story, the blind man suggested that the religious leaders
might want to become Jesus’ disciples (9:26-27).
The religious leaders again asked the blind man to tell how Jesus had healed him.
Now the man pushed back. He said that he’d already described what had happened, but
the religious leaders had refused to listen. He then asked why they wanted him to repeat
his story. Were they interested in becoming Jesus’ followers? Most likely spoken as a
sarcastic jab, the blind man suggested that the religious leaders should look more closely
at Jesus. After all, Jesus had performed an unprecedented miracle. Maybe they, too,
would like to become disciples of Jesus!
The religious leaders berated the blind man, claiming that they were disciples of Moses
(9:28-29).
Now the personal attacks flew. The religious leaders insulted the blind man and
accused him of being a disciple of Jesus. By contrast, they claimed to be disciples of
Moses. They were certain that God had spoken through Moses, as indeed He had. But
they denied any knowledge of the source of Jesus’ authority. The religious leaders
believed that they were on safe ground by aligning with Moses instead of Jesus.
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The blind man accused the religious leaders of ignorance regarding Jesus and
concluded that Jesus had come from God (9:30-33).
The blind man became more and more emboldened as the interrogation continued.
He now said that it was an amazing thing that these religious leaders couldn’t identify the
source of Jesus’ authority and yet Jesus had opened his eyes and granted him sight. Since
God doesn’t honor the prayers of sinners, but only those of the devout and obedient, the
blind man concluded that Jesus must have come from God. No one had ever heard of
healing a man who had been born blind prior to Jesus’ miracle that day. Therefore, Jesus
must have come from God. Jesus must be the promised Messiah.
The religious leaders accused the blind man of being filled with sin from birth and
expelled him from the synagogue (9:34).
The religious leaders were furious. They’d been backed into a theological corner
by a beggar! As often happens when someone is losing an argument, these religious
leaders turned to personal attacks on the blind man. They accused him of having been
born in sin (compare John 9:2-3). Therefore, he had no right to teach them. Then they
threw the blind man out of the synagogue—expelled him from the social structures of
Judaism. Antagonism is the response to the truth about Jesus in the minds of many. The
gospel of Jesus Christ runs counter to our pride and makes some people angry, resistant,
and antagonistic to Jesus and His followers.

When confronted with the facts about
Jesus, some people respond with faith (9:35-41).
While some respond to Jesus with doubt, fear, or antagonism, others will turn to
Jesus in saving faith.
Jesus found the blind man and asked if he believed in the Son of Man (9:35-36).
News quickly reached Jesus about the blind man’s expulsion from the synagogue.
He looked for the blind man and, when He found him, asked, “Do you believe in the Son
of Man?” The phrase “Son of Man” carried messianic overtones. Many Greek
manuscripts have the phrase “Son of God” instead. Both phrases refer to the
supernatural, messianic role of Jesus. The blind man, for the first time laying eyes on
Jesus, confessed that he didn’t know who the Son of Man was, but that he was ready to
believe in Him.
Jesus identified Himself as the Son of Man and the blind man believed and worshiped
Him (9:37-38).
Jesus then identified Himself as the Son of Man, saying, “You have now seen
him.” Furthermore, it was the Son of Man with whom the blind man was speaking. The
man addressed Jesus as “Lord” and without hesitation declared his faith in Jesus. The
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man then worshiped Jesus. Jesus could rightly receive this man’s worship because Jesus
is God. When we put our faith in Jesus we’ll want to worship Him, obey Him, and serve
Him.
Jesus declared that He came into the world to help the blind see and He accused the
Pharisees of being spiritually blind (9:39-41).
Jesus then stated in the hearing of those around Him that He had come into the
world for judgment—to help the blind see and to point out the blindness of those who
think they already have spiritual sight. Some of the Pharisees who heard Him say this
contested His statement. Was Jesus implying that they were blind? Jesus turned the
question back on them. If they were spiritually blind they wouldn’t have sin. However,
since they claimed that they could see, their sin remained with them. It’s only when we
admit our need for light and life do we turn to Jesus by faith and receive our spiritual
sight. When we believe that our spiritual condition is adequate apart from Jesus, we
remain in our sin. Only Jesus can grant us forgiveness and life. When we put our faith in
Jesus, He grants us light and life.
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Jesus as the Good Shepherd—the Shepherd’s Voice
(John 10:1-10)
Jesus is the Good Shepherd. There were plenty of evil shepherds in ancient Israel.
Both Ezekiel (Ezekiel 34:1-31) and Zechariah (Zechariah 11:1-17) spoke out against the
false shepherds who took advantage of God’s people. Although Jesus didn’t address
them as such, He implied that the spiritual leaders of His day were also evil shepherds
who were misleading the people and putting them spiritually at risk. Jesus, however, is
the Good Shepherd. He cares for His sheep. He laid down His life for His sheep. He
unites His sheep in a single fold. Psalm 23:1 reminds us, “The Lord is my shepherd.”
Jesus Christ is Lord. He is the Good Shepherd for all who follow Him. In Jesus’ initial
description of Himself as the Good Shepherd He points out that sheep listen to the voice
of their shepherd. The shepherd’s voice sooths as it summons the sheep to food and
shelter. Jesus calls us to follow Him. We should listen to His voice. Jesus also
described Himself as the gate to the sheep fold. He invites us to enter into His protective,
saving care. We should enter eagerly. Those who really listen to Jesus’ voice will enter
into His abundant life.

Like a true shepherd, Jesus calls and
leads us—we should listen to His voice (10:1-6).
Before declaring Himself to be the Good Shepherd, Jesus more subtly described
the nature of caring shepherds. Those who heard Him, however, were unable to connect
the dots and understand that Jesus was describing His own role as a true, loving, caring
shepherd of God’s people.
True shepherds enter the sheep fold through the gate, unlike thieves and robbers (10:12).
Jesus began this discourse with the words, “Truly, truly,” indicating the
importance and veracity of His statements. In other words, His audience should pay strict
attention to what Jesus was about to say. Jesus then described the nature of a true
shepherd. Shepherds were common in ancient Israel, so Jesus’ description would have
affirmed what people knew about the role of a shepherd.
To enter the sheep fold, or protective enclosure, a shepherd would naturally go
through the gate. In contrast, a thief or a robber would climb over the wall in order to
avoid detection. The word “thief” refers to someone who steals by deceptive and hidden
means while “robber” refers to someone who steals by means of force or violence.
Thieves and robbers wouldn’t use the gate to gain access to the sheep. They’d climb over
the wall. But a true shepherd would enter the fold through the gate. Jesus, as the Good
Shepherd, didn’t hide His identity or purpose. He openly declared His messianic role.
He came to call people to follow Him. Jesus came, so to speak, through the front door.
He openly and honestly calls us to follow Him, with no pretense or hidden agenda. He is
the Good Shepherd who enters by way of the gate.
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True shepherds call their sheep by name and their sheep listen to the shepherd’s voice
(10:3).
An ancient sheep fold might house several flocks at night and the gate keeper
would recognize those shepherds who gathered their flocks in that particular fold. As a
true shepherd approached the fold, the gate keeper would naturally open the gate for him.
The true shepherd would then call to his flock and lead his sheep out to pasture. In fact,
shepherds assigned names to their sheep, and the sheep would recognize the voice of
their shepherd. A true shepherd, then, knows his sheep and the sheep listen to his voice.
Jesus is the Good Shepherd. He knows His people. He knows us by name—personally,
intimately. He calls us, and we’re to listen to His voice and follow Him. In fact, those
who know the Good Shepherd by faith are eager to hear His voice and follow Him.
True shepherds lead their sheep and their sheep follow them because they know the
shepherd’s voice (10:4-5).
A true shepherd would identify his sheep, bringing only his own sheep out of the
fold. He would then go ahead of them and lead them to pasture. The sheep would follow
their shepherd because they recognize his voice. If a stranger called them, they wouldn’t
follow. Instead, they’d flee. But when the true shepherd calls, the sheep follow. Jesus is
the Good Shepherd. He leads His people, and His people follow Him. The voice of
Jesus is comforting to our hearts and soothing to our souls. We follow Him with
confidence because He’s our Good Shepherd.
Some people fail to recognize Jesus as the true shepherd due to their unbelief (10:6).
Jesus described the role of a true shepherd in a proverbial sense. He didn’t intend
to give a lesson on shepherding practices. Instead, He was painting a picture of a true
spiritual leader. He was talking about Himself. However, those listening didn’t catch on
to implications of Jesus’ words. Those who resist Jesus often fail to recognize His claims
and His call. They refuse to view Jesus as their true spiritual leader, their Good
Shepherd. Unbelief blinds the heart. But those who trust Jesus will listen to His voice
and follow Him. They readily recognize that Jesus is their Good Shepherd.

Like an open gate, Jesus receives and
protects us—we should enter into His life (10:7-10).
Jesus shifted His analogy from the shepherd to the gate, or door, to the sheep fold.
He described Himself as an open gate, ready to receive those who would enter into
eternal life.
Jesus is the gate, providing His sheep access to God’s protective care (10:7-8).
Since His audience couldn’t grasp the connection between a true shepherd and
Jesus, Jesus changed His illustration and identified Himself as the gate. He repeated the
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phrase “truly, truly” to capture the people’s attention and then declared, “I am the gate for
the sheep.” All who had come before Him, that is to say, all who claimed messianic
authority, were thieves and robbers. Thankfully, the true flock, God’s sheep, refused to
listen to these false messiahs. Jesus alone is the true gate, the true means of access to
God’s covenant people and His protective care.
Jesus is the gate, granting His sheep salvation and spiritual sustenance (10:9).
Again Jesus said, “I am the gate.” All who enter through Jesus will be saved.
Salvation is dependent on Jesus, and only through Jesus can we enter into eternal life.
When we put our faith in Jesus we can “come in and go out” and find pasture. In Jesus
we have spiritual security and sustenance. He fulfills our longings and meets our needs.
Jesus came to give His sheep abundant life (10:10).
A thief is destructive. Thieves “steal and kill and destroy.” False teachers harm
God’s people. Jesus, on the other hand, came to give us life, abundant life. By entering
into a relationship with God through Jesus Christ, the gate, we receive eternal salvation,
ongoing sustenance, and abundant life. Life is better because of Jesus. Eternity is certain
because of Him. He is the gate. He is the Good Shepherd. Those who really listen to
Jesus’ voice will enter into His abundant life.
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Jesus as the Good Shepherd—the Shepherd’s Life
(John 10:11-21)
“I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep.”
With these wonderful words Jesus established a compelling image of His love for us.
We, like sheep, are helpless. We stand in harm’s way. But Jesus stepped in and rescued
us. He gave His life for us because He is our great Good Shepherd. That which is
“good” is beautiful, precious, praiseworthy, spiritually pure—the synonyms that fill out
this term are myriad. Jesus is good. He’s our perfect shepherd who sacrificed His life for
us. Jesus gave His life so that we could receive life. He’s our great Good Shepherd.

Like a sacrificial shepherd, Jesus claims and cares
for us—we should find security in His sacrifice (10:11-13).
As our Good Shepherd, Jesus claims us as His own and He cares deeply for us.
He cares so deeply that He sacrificed His life for us. We can, therefore, find security in
His loving care.
As the Good Shepherd, Jesus laid down His life for His sheep (10:11).
Jesus declared that He is our Good Shepherd. As such, Jesus stated three times in
this discourse that He would lay down His life for us (verses 11, 15, and 17). A good
shepherd would take great risks, even risking life itself, to protect his sheep. Jesus not
only risked His life, He gave His life for us. He died on our behalf, an act of sacrificial
and substituionary atonement. He died so that we can live for all eternity.
In contrast to Jesus, leaders who care nothing for the sheep abandon them to
destruction (10:12-13).
Jesus had previously described thieves and robbers who attempt to steal, kill, and
destroy (John 10:1, 10). Now He refers to hired workers who tend a flock for pay.
Because hired workers aren’t dedicated shepherds they’ll abandon the sheep when danger
comes. They’ll flee at the sight of a wolf. The sheep don’t matter that much to a hired
worker. The hired worker simply doesn’t care. The shepherd, however, cares deeply
about the sheep. As our Good Shepherd, Jesus cares deeply about us. He claims us as
His own, as part of His loved flock. Jesus would never abandon us in our time of need.
On the contrary, Jesus stepped in to meet our greatest need by giving His life for our sins.
Jesus claims us as His own, cares for us deeply, and gave His life so that we can have
eternal life. He’s our great Good Shepherd.
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Like a loving shepherd, Jesus knows and
unites us—we should join His flock (10:14-16).
As our great Good Shepherd, Jesus also knows us personally and unites us as His
people. He invites us to have a real relationship with Him. We have the opportunity to
become members of His spiritual flock.
As the Good Shepherd, Jesus knows His sheep and they know Him (10:14-15a).
Jesus knows His own people, we who belong to Him. He knows my name!
(Compare John 10:3.) Jesus knows His own people, and His people know Him. We
have a living relationship with our Savior and Shepherd. This relationship is so rich that
Jesus compared it to His own relationship with God the Father. Just as Jesus knows the
Father and the Father knows Jesus, so Jesus knows us and we know Him. Amazingly,
the mystery of the essential unity within the Trinity finds expression in the spiritual unity
between Jesus and His people.
Jesus laid down His life for His sheep (10:15b).
Again Jesus stated that He would lay down His life for His sheep. He knows us
and He died for us. He knows our need, He knows our sin, He knows our dark and
selfish hearts—and yet He died for us!
Jesus invites other sheep to join His flock in spiritual unity (10:16).
At this point in His discourse Jesus introduced the idea of other sheep that had not
yet entered His fold. Jesus had in mind those Gentiles who would become a part of the
people of God. Jesus was addressing a Jewish audience, and many Jews would become
identified with Jesus’ spiritual flock. But Jesus didn’t come to die just for the Jews. He
died for all. Therefore, He would bring Gentiles into His flock also. Soon many Gentiles
would hear Jesus’ voice and become a part of a unified flock with a single Shepherd.
Jesus unites us spiritually with Himself and with others. We have become a single flock,
diverse in background but one in Christ. He invites us to join His flock and we should
listen to His voice, believe in Him, and thereby become one with Him and His people.

Like a powerful shepherd, Jesus died and rose
for us—we should trust in His finished work (10:17-21).
As our great Good Shepherd, Jesus would lay down His life for us. His death,
however, was never a show of weakness. In fact, His death demonstrated His great
power, His authority. He is a powerful shepherd, one who can both lay down His life and
take it up again in resurrection power. Jesus died and rose again for us.
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Jesus worked in harmony with the Father by dying and rising again (10:17).
Jesus’ mission on earth was fully in accord with God the Father’s plan. The love
within the triune godhead is revealed in this harmony of purpose. Because Jesus
willingly laid down His life for us He merited the love of the Father. The Father sent the
Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins (1 John 4:10). Jesus’ obedience to the
Father’s will revealed the love that exists between them. But it wasn’t simply God’s will
that Jesus would die for our sins. It was also the divine plan that Jesus would rise from
the dead. Jesus would lay down His life only to take it up again in the resurrection.
Jesus willingly laid down His life and powerfully rose from the dead (10:18).
Jesus made it perfectly clear that His death was a willing sacrifice on His part.
While His enemies assumed that they were taking His life, Jesus was in reality giving His
life. Jesus possessed the divine authority to give His life as an act of atonement. He also
possessed the divine authority to take up His life once again. His resurrection, while a
miraculous act of God the Father, was an act of God the Son by His own divine power.
Jesus gave His life and raised Himself from the dead in harmony with the command of
God the Father. Jesus is our great Good Shepherd who died and rose again. We have
eternal life only in His name.
Jesus and His message divide between believers and unbelievers (10:19-21).
While Jesus and His message are good news, many people choose to disregard
Jesus’ atoning sacrifice. Those who heard Jesus deliver His discourse on the Good
Shepherd were divided. Many reverted to a worn conclusion that Jesus was demon
possessed (compare John 7:20; 8:48, 52). They asked why anyone would listen to such a
raving lunatic. Others, however, recognized that Jesus’ words were not those of one who
was demon possessed. His words apparently struck a chord with some in His audience.
After all, Jesus’ sheep recognize His voice (John 10:4). Those who were open to Jesus
realized that His miraculous power couldn’t be attributed to demons. Jesus had just
healed a blind man. This was not the work of sinister powers. This was the work of God.
Jesus had miraculous power. He could heal the blind. He could die for our sins. He
could rise from the dead. Jesus is our great Good Shepherd. He deserves our trust, our
devotion, and our praise. Jesus gave His life so that we could receive life. He’s our great
Good Shepherd.
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Jesus Declares His Deity during the Feast of Dedication
(John 10:22-42)
It was Kislev 25 on the Jewish calendar, and the year was 168 B.C. The land of
Israel had become a buffer state between the warring heirs of Alexander the Great’s
empire—Syria in the north and Egypt to the south. The ruling monarch in Syria was an
evil tyrant by the name of Antiochus Epiphanes. Having recently been embarrassed in a
conflict with his enemies in Egypt, Antiochus unleashed his fury on Israel. He desecrated
the temple in Jerusalem by offering a pig, an unclean animal, on the Jew’s altar. This act,
and subsequent atrocities, sparked a rebellion against Syrian domination known as the
Maccabean Revolt. Exactly three years after the desecration of the altar, on Kislev 25,
165 B.C., the Jews had won their freedom and rededicated their altar. This act of
rededication became a national holiday, known as the Feast of Dedication. Today, that
holiday is known as Hanukkah. The New Testament refers to this winter festival in John
10:22. During the Feast of Dedication just three or four months before His crucifixion,
Jesus went to Jerusalem and once again declared His divine authority. Jesus is God’s
Messiah. Jesus is God in the flesh. He is one with the Father. Jesus invites us to
consider His claim today. Is Jesus really God? If so, we must turn to Him by faith in
order to enter into a right relationship with the triune God. What we believe about Jesus
determines our relationship with God. John 10:22-42 records Jesus’ declaration of His
deity and the response of the religious leaders of His day.
“I and the Father are one”—
Jesus has a special relationship with His followers,
and they recognize His deity (10:22-30).
Jesus did not hesitate to declare openly His deity. “I and the Father are one,” He
told his enquirers. Those who recognized Jesus as their Messiah and God would enter
into a special relationship with Him, a protected and loved relationship as His sheep.
However, not everyone would acknowledge that Jesus is truly God.
Those who resist Jesus refuse to accept His claim to be the Messiah (10:22-26).
It was winter, probably mid-December, and the Feast of Dedication had arrived.
Jesus was in Jerusalem for this event. One day as Jesus was walking along the eastern
porch of the temple area, known as Solomon’s Colonnade, a group of Jewish leaders
surrounded Him. They expressed a sense of impatience and demanded that Jesus tell
them whether or not He claimed to be Israel’s Messiah—the Christ. “Tell us plainly,”
they insisted. These leaders had resisted Jesus and rejected His message already. Their
demand for a clear declaration of His identity didn’t come from searching hearts, but
from skeptical minds. Jesus said that He had already declared to them His identity. He
had previously claimed His heavenly origin by saying, “I am not here on my own, but he
who sent me is true” (John 7:28). At this the Jews had unsuccessfully tried to seize Jesus.
Later, Jesus declared, “You are from below; I am from above” (John 8:23), and “Before
Abraham was, I am!” (John 8:58). At this, the Jewish leaders had attempted to stone
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Jesus. Jesus had openly declared His deity. He had plainly shown that He is God’s
Messiah. The Jewish leaders, however, refused to believe Him. They had heard His
words. They had seen His miraculous works. But they refused to believe because, as
Jesus said to them, “You are not my sheep.” Those who resist Jesus and reject His
messianic claims do not belong to God’s fold.
Those who believe in Jesus recognize His deity, receive eternal life, and rest secure in
His care (10:27-29).
In contrast to those who reject Jesus, those who believe in Him have a special
relationship with God. When we put our faith in Jesus Christ we become a part of God’s
sheep fold. We enter into a special position of care and protection. As Jesus’ sheep we
“listen” to His voice, we “follow” Him, and we will “never perish.” Because we are
Jesus’ sheep, He knows us and grants us “eternal life.” We are spiritually and eternally
safe in the all-powerful hands of Jesus. No one can snatch us out of His hand.
Furthermore, Jesus assures us that we are also in the hands of God the Father and equally
secure in His care. The Father is greater than all, that is, greater than anything in all
creation that might pose a threat to our spiritual wellbeing. No one can snatch us out of
the Father’s hand. These verses teach us that, once we have come to faith in Jesus Christ
we are eternally secure in Him. We need never fear losing that precious relationship with
God.
Jesus is one with God the Father, co-equal and co-eternal members of the triune
Godhead (10:30).
Jesus concludes this declaration by saying, “I and the Father are one.” There is a
unity within the trinity. The Father is one with the Son and the Spirit. Jesus is one in
essence with the Father. The Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit equally bear the title
“God.” They are co-equal, co-eternal, one God in three distinct and divine persons.
Jesus clearly claimed to be God, God in the flesh. The Jewish leaders had asked Him to
identify Himself “plainly,” and now they heard from Jesus’ lips this unmistakable claim
to deity. Jesus is God.
“I am the Son of God”—
Jesus has a special relationship with His Father,
and His miracles prove His deity (10:31-39).
Jesus’ bold declaration of His deity prompted the Jewish leaders to take up stones
and threaten to kill Him. But Jesus defended Himself by pointing out His miraculous
works, proving that His claims were true.
Jesus clearly claimed to be God in the flesh (10:31-33).
The fact that the Jewish leaders took up stones to stone Jesus indicates that they
understood that Jesus claimed to be God. Stoning was the penalty for anyone who
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blasphemed against God (Leviticus 24:16). The Jewish leaders rejected Jesus’ claim to
be God, and therefore concluded that Jesus must be blaspheming. Jesus spoke up and
reminded these men that He had performed many good works, miraculous works from
the Father. “For which of these do you stone me?” He asked. The Jewish leaders didn’t
deny Jesus’ miraculous power. “We are not stoning you for any of these,” they replied.
Instead, they accused Jesus of blasphemy. It was clear to them that Jesus claimed “to be
God.” Indeed, Jesus had claimed to be God. But His claim didn’t constitute blasphemy.
He was and is God.
Jesus clearly claimed to have a unique relationship with God the Father (10:34-36).
Some might see John 10:34-36 as an attempt on Jesus’ part to downplay or deny
His claim to being God. However, a careful examination of this passage shows that Jesus
didn’t back down from His claim to deity. Instead, He upheld His right to be called the
Son of God. Jesus pointed out to the Jewish leaders that the Scriptures referred to unjust
human rulers as “gods,” quoting Psalm 82:6. In that psalm, God pronounces judgment on
those rulers even though He refers to them, most likely in mockery, as “gods.” Jesus uses
this scripture reference to contrast His own sacred identity. If the Scriptures called mere
men “gods,” and Scripture is authoritative—it cannot be broken—how much more
appropriate it is to refer to Jesus as “God.” After all, He truly is God. The Father in
heaven set Jesus apart and sent Him into the world. Jesus had eternally been with the
Father in heaven, and now Jesus had come to earth. He was one with the Father, and had
a special relationship with God the Father. Jesus is God the Son. Therefore, Jesus
concluded, it was not blasphemy to refer to Himself as the Son of God.
Jesus clearly claimed to demonstrate the miraculous power of God (10:37-39).
Jesus realized how hard it was for his audience, the Jewish leaders, to accept the
fact of His deity. Therefore, He pointed them again to His perfect life and His
miraculous power. “Do not believe me unless I do what my Father does,” He said. Jesus
always honored the Father by living a perfect, sinless life. And if that weren’t enough,
Jesus challenged these Jewish leaders to “believe the miracles” that He did. If they
would look honestly at Jesus’ character and work they would have to agree that Jesus had
a unique relationship with God the Father. Jesus described that relationship again in
terms of oneness. “The Father is in me, and I in the Father.” There is unity in the divine
Godhead. Jesus is God, one with the Father. It was obvious to the Jewish leaders that
Jesus had not backed off on His claim to be God. That’s why they again attempted to
seize Him, apparently to take Him outside the Temple precinct and stone Him. But Jesus
escaped their cruel intentions. His time had not yet come. Though He is God in the
flesh, though He lived a perfect life, though He performed great miracles, Jesus would
have to die a terrible death on the cross. That death, however, would come at Passover
just three or four months away. Therefore, Jesus left Jerusalem until the time for His
sacrificial death had arrived.
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Jesus had a special relationship with John the Baptist,
and John’s testimony pointed to Jesus’ deity (10:40-42).
John 10:40-42 describes Jesus’ activities on the east side of the Jordan River
following His encounter with the Jewish leaders at the time of the Feast of Dedication.
While the Jewish leaders had rejected Jesus, many people acknowledged Jesus’ deity and
put their faith in Him.
Jesus faithfully followed the divine timing and plan for His sacrificial death (10:40).
Since the time for Jesus’ death had not yet come, Jesus left Jerusalem behind for a
time and crossed into the region of Perea, east of the Jordan River. Perea was not under
the jurisdiction of Jerusalem and Judea, and presumably Jesus had more freedom there.
This was the place where John the Baptist had begun his ministry, baptizing those who
repented of their sins. This may also have been the place where Jesus Himself was
baptized. Jesus and John had a special spiritual relationship. On the far side of the
Jordan River, where He had first met John, Jesus waited for the divine timing of His
crucifixion and He met the needs of those who came to Him.
Jesus is worthy of our devotion and faith (10:41-42).
John the Baptist left an indelible mark on the people living on the east side of the
Jordan River. They remembered John’s teachings and respected him. When Jesus
returned to this area, many of the people went to Jesus. They reflected on John’s life and
compared it with that of Jesus. John, they recalled, never performed any miraculous
signs like Jesus. But John had spoken about Jesus. John had identified Jesus as the
Messiah, the Lamb of God, and the Son of God (John 1:19-34). Everything John had
said about Jesus was true. Therefore, many of the people in that place “believed in
Jesus.” In contrast to the Jewish leaders in Jerusalem who wanted to kill Jesus, the
people east of the Jordan River acknowledged Jesus’ deity and put their faith in Him.
People today must also decide. Is Jesus God? Is Jesus our Savior? Some, like the
skeptical Jewish leaders of Jesus’ day, will doubtless conclude that Jesus was nothing
more than a man and therefore a blasphemer. But others, like the people east of the
Jordan River, will understand that Jesus is much more than a man. His perfect life and
His miraculous power prove His claims to be true. Jesus is the Son of God. Jesus is the
promised Messiah. Jesus is our Savior and Lord. He is worthy of our devotion and our
faith.
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Jesus Raises Lazarus from the Dead
(John 11:1-44)
John selected seven miraculous signs to include in his record of Jesus’ life, signs
that would convince people that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God (John 20:30-31).
The raising of Lazarus from the dead is the final and most spectacular of these seven
signs. By Jesus’ spoken command, life returned to the lifeless body of Lazarus. The
decaying cellular structure of this man’s body was instantly reanimated, restored to full
function. His inactive heart and brain instantly came back into action. Everything that
distinguishes life from death was restored by a word from Jesus. Jesus proved that He
has the power to create life. He is the resurrection and the life. We have real life now
and resurrection life in the future because of Jesus Christ alone.

Sickness and death may be a means
of bringing glory to Jesus Christ (11:1-16).
When Jesus raised Lazarus from the dead He also demonstrated a number of
spiritual truths. For example, we learn that sickness and death itself may be a means of
bringing glory to Him.
Lazarus, a friend of Jesus, fell sick and his sisters, Mary and Martha, sent to Jesus for
help (11:1-3).
John introduces Lazarus to his readers as a man who lived in Bethany outside
Jerusalem. Lazarus had two sisters, Mary and Martha. John would later describe Mary’s
humble act of anointing Jesus with perfume and washing His feet with her hair (John
12:1-3). Mary showed great gratitude for what Jesus had done in her life including, no
doubt, the raising of her brother from the dead.
While Jesus was residing on the east side of the Jordan River, out of the reach of
the increasingly hostile religious authorities in Jerusalem, His friend Lazarus became
sick. His condition was critical. Mary and Martha sent word to Jesus, describing Lazarus
as someone Jesus loved (the Greek term here means to love like a brother). Surely, Jesus
would do something to relieve Lazarus and comfort these dear sisters.
Jesus said that Lazarus’ sickness would result in God’s glory and then delayed going to
help Lazarus (11:4-6).
When Jesus received the message about Lazarus He gave a response, likely
directed toward the messengers to take back to the family and certainly to encourage His
disciples. He stated that Lazarus’ sickness would not end in death. Instead, it would
result in glorifying God. Lazarus’ situation would also mean that the Son of God, Jesus
Himself, would be glorified. Sickness, and even death, can bring glory to our Savior
when we trust Him and His resurrection power. John states that Jesus loved Martha,
Mary, and Lazarus (this time using a Greek term for unconditional, sacrificial love).
Nevertheless, Jesus waited two full days before beginning His journey back to Jerusalem.
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What may seem as an insensitive delay on Jesus’ part was actually His perfect
understanding of the timing of this need. Jesus would bring glory to the Father, not by
healing Lazarus, but by raising him from the dead.
Jesus eventually told His disciples that He would return to Judea in spite of threats
against His life (11:7-10).
After two days Jesus said to His disciples that they should all return together to
Judea. The disciples objected. They reminded Jesus, their “Rabbi” or “Teacher,” that the
Jewish leaders in Jerusalem had recently tried to stone Him to death because of His claim
to be one with God the Father (John 10:30-31). Jesus replied in language reminiscent of
what He said when He healed the blind man (John 9:4-5). Daylight was limited—just
twelve hours each day. Those who walk about while the sun is up won’t stumble because
they have light, the “light of this world,” a reference to physical daylight. Those who
walk at night, without light, stumble because of the darkness. By implication, Jesus, who
is the spiritual light of the world (John 8:12), protects and guides His people. But His
time on earth was limited, so He needed to take every opportunity to help those who
loved Him. Jesus was willing to risk the opposition of the Jewish leaders in Jerusalem to
help His friends Lazarus, Mary, and Martha.
Jesus informed His disciples that Lazarus had died (11:11-15).
Jesus then told His disciples that Lazarus, their mutual friend, had fallen asleep.
Jesus needed to go and wake him up. The disciples assumed that Jesus meant the restful
physical sleep that indicates progress toward recovery from an illness. But Jesus was
referring to death. Sleep is a common euphemism for death, and need not imply soul
sleep. Those who die are instantly and consciously present in eternity (compare Luke
16:22-23; 2 Corinthians 5:6-9). Jesus stated plainly to His disciples, “Lazarus is dead.”
He then said that He was glad not to have been present with Lazarus at the time because
what was about to take place would bolster the disciples’ faith. It was time to go to
Lazarus. It was time to display God’s glory. It was time to foster a new level of faith.
Thomas expressed his willingness to go with Jesus even if it meant death (11:16).
Thomas (whose Aramaic name means “twin,” as did his Greek name “Didymus”),
spoke up and said to his fellow disciples, “Let us also go, that we may die with him.”
Thomas’ words carry a hint of defeat, but really display great devotion. Thomas was
willing to die with Jesus. This attitude is the mark of a committed disciple. Thomas and
the others, while cautious, were willing to follow Jesus wherever He went. As it would
turn out, they would see the glory of the Father and the Son in a way they never
imagined. Jesus can be glorified even in the midst of sickness and death.
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Eternal life is available to all who
place their faith in Jesus Christ (11:17-27).
Jesus took the opportunity of Lazarus’ death to emphasize once again that He
offers us eternal life through faith in Him.
Lazarus’ body had been in the tomb for four days by the time Jesus arrived (11:17-19).
By the time Jesus and His disciples arrived near Bethany, Lazarus had been dead
for four days. He must have died shortly after the messengers left to tell Jesus about his
illness. The fact that Lazarus had been dead for four days intensifies the sense of
amazement around this miracle. Had Jesus raised Lazarus at the moment of death,
skeptics might claim that Lazarus hadn’t really died but been merely revived from near
death. The fact that Lazarus was dead for a period of four days and that physical decay
would have occurred highlights the power of Jesus’ miracle. John indicates that the
village of Bethany was less than two miles from Jerusalem, and its proximity made it
possible for a number of Jewish leaders to participate in the mourning process with
Martha and Mary. Lazarus must have been well known in the region.
Martha went to meet Jesus and expressed her faith in His healing power (11:20-22).
Word reached Martha and Mary that Jesus was nearing the village. Martha went
out to meet Jesus, while Mary remained behind, presumably overwhelmed with grief.
When Martha saw Jesus she expressed her faith in His power, saying, “Lord, if you had
been here, my brother would not have died.” She also stated, “But I know that even now
God will give you whatever you ask.” It doesn’t seem likely that Martha anticipated an
immediate resurrection. She may have had in mind the kind of comfort and healing of
the heart that so many in mourning need.
Jesus assured Martha that He is the resurrection and the life (11:23-26).
Jesus reminded Martha that Lazarus would rise again, and Martha acknowledged
her belief in a future, physical resurrection in the last days. Jesus then declared, “I am the
resurrection and the life.” Resurrection is the prerogative of Jesus. He raises the dead to
life. Furthermore, Jesus claimed that those who believe in Him will live. Even in this
life, those who believe in Him will experience eternal life. We will “never die.” Eternal
life begins the moment we believe in Jesus. Jesus asked Martha if she believed what He
said.
Martha expressed her faith in Jesus as the Messiah and the Son of God (11:27).
Martha didn’t hesitate to express her faith in Jesus. She replied, “I believe that
you are the Christ, the Son of God, who was to come into the world.” The tense of the
verb “believe” indicates that Martha’s faith had already been established earlier and it
still guided her heart. Jesus is the promised Messiah. He is the Son of God, God in the
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flesh. Through faith in Him we enter into eternal life, with the certainty of resurrection
life in the future.

Our deepest hurts find comfort and
understanding in Jesus Christ (11:28-37).
Jesus not only offers resurrection life, He also understands and enters into our
deepest hurts. He grieves with us in our grief. He Himself grieves over the impact of sin
on His creation.
Martha went to bring Mary to see Jesus, and Mary expressed her faith in His healing
power (11:28-32).
Martha went back to the house and told Mary that Jesus wanted to see her. Mary
quickly composed herself and went to Jesus. Jesus had apparently stayed outside the
village in order not to draw attention prematurely. When Mary left the house, the
mourners who were with her followed her. They assumed that Mary, in her grief, was
returning to Lazarus’ tomb. When Mary saw Jesus, she fell at His feet. In words similar
to those of her sister, Mary expressed her faith in Jesus, saying, “Lord, if you had been
here, my brother would not have died.” There was no accusation in her voice, merely an
expression of faith.
Jesus was deeply moved by Mary’s grief and wept openly over Lazarus’ death (11:3335).
Seeing Mary’s grief, coupled with the mourning of those who had come with her,
Jesus was deeply moved in His innermost spirit. The term John employs for this
emotional reaction carries the connotation of snorting with a sense of indignation. Jesus
saw the pain that sin had inflicted on His creation and was deeply disturbed at its
destructive power. It “troubled” Him, that is, it made Him shake in agitation over the
situation. Jesus asked to see Lazarus’ tomb, and the people led Him to the site. Upon
arriving at Lazarus’ tomb, “Jesus wept.” The verb tense implies that Jesus burst into
tears, but the word itself indicates quiet weeping rather than the boisterous weeping of
Mary and the other mourners (verse 33). Jesus was grief stricken in this moment of death
and loss in spite of the fact that He knew He would soon raise Lazarus to life.
Some of the Jews who were present observed Jesus’ love for Lazarus while others
wondered why Jesus hadn’t prevented Lazarus’ death (11:36-37).
The Jewish leaders who had accompanied Mary to the tomb observed Jesus’
reaction. They recognized in Jesus a deep love for Lazarus. Some of them also
wondered why Jesus, who had healed a blind man, couldn’t have intervened in Lazarus’
case and prevented his death. Jesus had a different plan in mind. However, in the
moment, Jesus shared in the grief of His friends at the death of Lazarus. He knows our
hurts, and comforts us in those hurts.
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Power and authority over death
are found only in Jesus Christ (11:38-44).
Jesus is the resurrection and the life. He has power over death. He offers life—
eternal life, resurrection life, real life.
Jesus instructed the people to remove the stone from the entrance to Lazarus’ tomb
and assured Martha that she would see the glory of God (11:38-40).
Jesus was about to perform a great miracle. He told the people gathered around
Lazarus’ tomb to remove the stone that blocked the tomb entrance. Martha objected,
pointing out that Lazarus had been dead for four days. His body, though wrapped and
covered with fragrant oils according to the burial customs of the day, would have
developed the stench of death. But Jesus assured her and those around the tomb that they
were about to see the glory of God. She needed only to believe. Faith would reveal life.
Jesus prayed and then commanded Lazarus to come out of the tomb (11:41-43).
When the people had removed the stone from Lazarus’ tomb, Jesus spoke to the
Father in heaven. He thanked the Father for hearing His prayer, commenting that He
always knew that the Father listened to Him. However, Jesus prayed so that those who
were present would understand that He had come from the Father. Jesus then cried out in
a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out!”
Lazarus came out of the tomb and Jesus instructed the people to release him from his
grave clothes—Lazarus was alive! (11:44).
Immediately Lazarus came to life. He emerged from the tomb, still wrapped in
the burial cloths. His hands and feet were wrapped in strips of linen, and his face was
covered with a separate burial cloth. Movement must have been difficult, but Lazarus
was able to find his way out of the tomb into the light of day, into the light of Jesus.
Jesus then told the people to release Lazarus from his burial cloths. After all, Lazarus
was alive! Jesus gives life to the dead. He gives spiritual life to those who believe in
Him. He likewise guarantees us a future, physical resurrection. We have real life now
and resurrection life in the future because of Jesus Christ alone.
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The Conspiracy to Kill Jesus
(John 11:45-57)
During the weeks leading up to Jesus’ crucifixion opposition from His enemies
was steadily increasing. At the time of the fall Feast of Tabernacles the Jewish leaders
attempted to arrest Jesus and even stone Him to death, but they were unsuccessful (John
7:30-32; 8:59). Jesus’ presence at the winter Feast of Dedication prompted a similar
attempt on His life (John 10:31, 39). At that point Jesus relocated His ministry to the east
side of the Jordan River (John 10:40) because His time had not yet arrived. When His
friend Lazarus died Jesus returned to the Jerusalem area and raised Lazarus back to life.
This outstanding miracle intensified the debate about Jesus, a debate that resulted in a
determined conspiracy on the part of the Jewish leaders to put Jesus to death. John’s
account of this conspiracy raises several tensions that challenge our thinking even
today—evidence versus unbelief, human decisions versus the divine purpose, and
curiosity versus conviction. From these tensions we learn that Jesus is worthy of our
deepest devotion because His work is the fulfillment of God’s perfect plan.

Evidence versus unbelief—faith is
a matter of the heart, not just the head (11:45-48).
The people of Jesus’ day had a unique opportunity to respond to Him in faith
based on the tangible evidence of His miracles. However, even in the face of undeniable
evidence many chose to reject Jesus. Evidence alone isn’t enough to engender faith.
Faith is a matter of the heart.
Many Jews put their faith in Jesus as a result of the resurrection of Lazarus (11:45).
On the outskirts of Jerusalem Jesus had raised Lazarus from the dead. Many
people were present for Lazarus’ funeral, and many were present when Jesus called him
from the grave. Even those not present at the raising of Lazarus could have seen him
alive again. The evidence was indisputable. Many of the Jews who had visited Lazarus’
sister Mary and had witnessed this outstanding miracle turned to faith in Jesus.
The Jewish leaders feared that Jesus’ popularity would threaten their nation’s limited
independence (11:46-48).
However, not everyone who witnessed Jesus’ miraculous power was ready to
believe in Him. Some left the scene of Lazarus’ tomb and reported to the Pharisees what
had taken place. The Pharisees and the chief priests called together the Jewish ruling
council known as the Sanhedrin. They didn’t deny the miracles that Jesus had been
performing. However, instead of praising God for the miraculous work that was taking
place around them, these hardened hearts expressed their fear that more people would
become followers of Jesus. The Jewish leaders expressed to each other their concern that
Jesus’ following would grow to the point that the Roman overlords would step in, take
away their “place” (possibly the holy place—the temple—or their place of influence in
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society). The nation’s limited independence would thereby be at risk. In spite of the
evidence these Jewish leaders refused to believe in Jesus. We sometimes wonder if more
people would turn to Jesus today if there was simply a great display of God’s miraculous
power, but the historical record proves that people’s hearts can be hardened toward God
even in the face of incontestable miracles. Faith is more than a matter of the head. It’s a
matter of the heart.

Human decisions versus the divine purpose—God can
override evil to accomplish His perfect plan (11:49-54).
The tension between evidence and belief leads us to think about a second tension,
that between human decisions and the divine purpose. The Jewish leaders conspired to
kill Jesus, but ultimately Jesus’ death as a sacrifice for our sins fulfilled God’s eternal
redemptive plan.
Caiaphas, the high priest, declared that it was expedient for one man to die for the
people (11:49-50).
During that sinister meeting of the Sanhedrin the high priest, a man named
Caiaphas, pointed the Jewish leaders to a diabolical solution. Caiaphas served as high
priest from A.D. 18-36, but “that year”—that year in which he made a declaration about
Jesus—became the most significant year in all human history. Caiaphas reprimanded the
other members of the Sanhedrin for their shortsightedness. He then stated that it was
better for one man to die for the nation than to let the whole nation perish. Obviously
Caiaphas saw no redemptive plan in Jesus’ death. Caiaphas was interested only in
political expediency. His decision, however, played into the perfect plan of God.
John interpreted Caiaphas’ statement as a prophecy about Jesus’ sacrificial death
(11:51-52).
At this point John, the author of this gospel, inserted his broader interpretation of
Caiaphas’ statement. In many ways Caiaphas’ words were prophetic. Jesus would
indeed die for the whole nation, but His death would be far more important than a mere
political sacrifice. Jesus’ death was a redemptive sacrifice. He died for, that is, in the
place of, sinners. He died for the Jewish nation and for the “scattered children of God”
globally. Jesus died for the sins of Jews and Gentiles, for lost people everywhere. He did
so in order to unite believers as one in Him. While Caiaphas anticipated a political
solution, God overrode that plan in order to provide a redemptive solution to the real
human problem, sin. Jesus died for us.
The Jewish leaders began to plan a way to kill Jesus (11:53).
Previous random attempts to take Jesus’ life had failed. Now the Jewish
leadership plotted more intently to kill Jesus. They began to look for an appropriate time
and place to arrest, try, and execute Jesus. They also wanted to carry out their nefarious
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plot secretly, avoiding the publicity that the Feast of Passover would produce (Mark
14:2). Jesus’ death became the focus of their attention.
Jesus withdrew from Jerusalem and carried out His ministry in and around the village
of Ephraim (11:54).
Jesus withdrew from Jerusalem at this point not out of fear but in order to fulfill
the divinely appointed time for His sacrificial death. Although the Jewish leaders wanted
to avoid arresting Jesus during Passover, it was that particular feast that would fulfill Old
Testament typology relating to Jesus’ death as our sacrificial lamb. Between the feasts of
Dedication and Passover Jesus withdrew to the village of Ephraim. There on the border
of the Judean desert He taught His disciples and carried on His final itinerant ministry.
Passover was approaching and with it Jesus’ sacrificial death on the cross. God would
override the evil conspiracy of the Jewish leaders and fulfill His purpose of providing
through His Son the perfect sacrifice for our sins.

Curiosity versus conviction—we must pursue Jesus
for who He is, not simply to satisfy our personal interests (11:55-57).
A third tension exists in the hearts of many when it comes to matters of faith, the
tension between mere curiosity and true conviction. As Passover approached, the people
began to look again for Jesus.
As Passover approached, those who traveled to Jerusalem looked for Jesus and
wondered if He would attend the feast (11:55-56).
The weeks moved along quickly and the season of Passover soon arrived. People
traveled from great distances to be in Jerusalem for this special occasion and often
arrived a few days early to carry out the appropriate cleansing rituals. Many of the
people looked for Jesus during those days and asked each other whether they thought
Jesus would return to Jerusalem for the Passover. It was apparent to all that the Jewish
leaders were opposed to Jesus and that a confrontation was coming to a head. The Jewish
leaders had, in fact, issued an order for His arrest. Those who were looking for Jesus
during those days prior to the Passover seem to have been driven largely by curiosity
rather than a genuine conviction that Jesus was their Messiah.
The Jewish leaders ordered that anyone who knew Jesus’ whereabouts should report it
so that they could arrest Him (11:57).
The Jewish leaders had declared Jesus a public enemy. They ordered the people
to report on Jesus’ whereabouts in order to arrest Him. The death threat against Jesus
probably wasn’t widely known, but the animosity that the Pharisees and chief priests held
toward Jesus was all too apparent. If Jesus returned to Jerusalem His safety—in fact His
life—was at risk. Such threats, however, didn’t deter Jesus from completing His mission.
He soon entered Jerusalem boldly, ready to die for us, ready to become our Savior.
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Jesus is Anointed by Mary
(John 12:1-11)
There was great anticipation in the air. Passover was approaching and many of
the people wondered whether or not Jesus would make a public appearance. Official
opposition to Jesus had grown dramatically after He had raised Lazarus from the dead.
This miracle had won Jesus many new followers, thereby heightening the threat to His
life. Jesus did indeed appear publicly for what would be His final Passover, the Passover
that would forever be identified with His sacrificial death. Upon His arrival in the district
of Jerusalem, Jesus took up lodging in the nearby community of Bethany. There, at a
banquet held in His honor, Jesus received one of the sweetest expressions of worship
recorded in God’s Word. A dear friend by the name of Mary anointed Jesus with
precious perfume. This was an unselfish act of sacrificial worship. Mary’s example
teaches us that Jesus is greater than even our greatest gift of love to Him.

Jesus Christ is worthy of
our acts of sacrificial worship (12:1-3).
Jesus is God in the flesh. He’s our Savior and our Lord, the King of kings and
Lord of lords. He is worthy of our greatest acts of worship, and so much more.
Jesus arrived in Bethany outside Jerusalem at the time of the Passover (12:1).
Bethany was a small community on the outskirts of Jerusalem across the Kidron
Valley. This was a convenient place for Jesus and His disciples to stay during the busy
Passover season. Six days before Passover Jesus arrived in Bethany, having left His safe
and secluded getaway in Ephraim and its environs (John 11:54). Bethany wasn’t simply
a convenient place to stay. It was also the home town of a family that Jesus loved dearly.
It was one member of this family, Lazarus, whom Jesus had recently raised from the dead
(John 11:1-44). From Bethany, Jesus would go daily into Jerusalem in the days leading
up to His crucifixion.
Jesus was honored at a dinner which Lazarus attended and at which Martha served
(12:2).
According to the parallel accounts it was a man by the name of Simon who hosted
the dinner in Jesus’ honor (Matthew 26:6; Mark 14:3). Only John’s Gospel names
Lazarus and his sisters as being present at the dinner and that identifies Mary as the
woman who anointed Jesus. Lazarus’ presence at this meal may have been a rare
appearance on his part after having been raised from the dead, since public curiosity
would have made him a celebrity for some and a target of reprisal by others. Lazarus’
sister Martha—ever the servant (Luke 10:40)—participated in the meal by serving the
guests. She honored Jesus with her service. Lazarus honored Jesus by taking the risk of
appearing publicly. But it was the other sister, Mary, who performed the most impressive
act of worship.
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Jesus was anointed by Mary with expensive perfume in an open display of sacrificial
worship (12:3).
While the guests reclined around the dinner table Mary entered the picture. She
carried a jar holding about twelve ounces of expensive perfume apparently made from the
aromatic resin of a plant from India. This imported perfume would have been a prized
possession. Mary, out of deep and reverent love for Jesus who had raised her brother
from the dead, poured out the perfume on Jesus’ feet as well as on His head (Matthew
26:7). She then proceeded to wipe Jesus’ feet with her hair in an act of humble, selfless
worship. Immediately the house was filled with the fragrance of the perfume. Mary had
engaged in an act of extravagant worship, honoring in the best way she could the One
who is worthy of greater honor than anyone can bestow. Jesus Christ is more than
worthy of our acts of sacrificial worship.

People will sometimes criticize
our acts of sacrificial worship (12:4-6).
Had the account ended here it would have remained simply a beautiful story of
sacrificial worship. However, as is often the case, this act of worship drew harsh
criticism.
Judas objected to Mary’s actions, claiming to be concerned about the needs of the poor
(12:4-5).
Judas Iscariot voiced his complaint. He wasn’t alone among the disciples who
questioned Mary’s actions (Matthew 26:8-9), but he seems to have been the most vocal
and he alone was motivated by personal greed. Judas, whom John points out would soon
betray Jesus, objected to Mary’s act of sacrificial worship. He asked why this expensive
perfume wasn’t sold and the money given to the poor. In others words, why waste this
on Jesus? Judas quickly calculated that this jar of perfume was worth three hundred
danarii, that is, about one year’s wages for a common worker. Truly, this was an
expensive gift to pour out on Jesus. Still, Jesus is worth this and so much more.
Judas was in reality a thief who was more concerned about himself than about Jesus
(12:6).
Although the other disciples didn’t realize it at the time, they later learned that
Judas wasn’t concerned about the poor. He was, in fact, a thief. He had been entrusted
with the money bag that contained the funds donated to care for Jesus and His disciples
throughout their traveling ministry. However, he took liberties with these funds for
personal gain. He cared more about his money and himself than he did about Jesus.
Soon Judas would betray Jesus for thirty silver coins. Mary’s endearing act of worship
came under attack. Mary’s dear Savior came under attack. Those who place little value
in Jesus place even less value in sacrificial acts of worship.
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Jesus Himself welcomes
our acts of sacrificial worship (12:7-8).
Jesus both deserves and welcomes our worship. He defended Mary’s act of
sacrificial worship and thereby invited all His true followers to offer Him our best.
Jesus defended Mary’s actions as an anticipation of His burial (12:7).
Jesus told Judas to leave Mary alone. Her act of sacrificial worship was a sweet
and innocent gesture of love. More than that, and probably unbeknownst to her, Mary’s
act of anointing Jesus was preparatory to His burial. It was common practice to anoint
the body of a deceased loved one with perfume. Jesus would soon be crucified and
buried. Mary’s act anticipated these events. The disciples hadn’t yet come to grips with
Jesus’ predictions about His death. Mary may have understood a bit more. But none of
Jesus’ followers understood His mission fully until after the resurrection. Jesus came to
become the sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, He is more than deserving of our greatest
acts of sacrificial worship.
Jesus endorsed Mary’s actions while not disparaging the needs of the poor (12:8).
In defending Mary’s actions, Jesus didn’t dismiss the poor as insignificant. He
had invested heavily in the needs of the poor throughout His earthly ministry. He also
indicated that His followers should involve themselves in further opportunities to help the
poor, who would be among them always. However, Jesus upheld Mary’s act of
sacrificial worship as appropriate for the occasion. After all, Jesus wouldn’t always be
physically present among His followers. He would soon be crucified, resurrected, and
taken back into heaven. What Mary did for Jesus would serve as an example to all of His
followers regarding the appropriateness of worshiping sacrificially. For Christians today,
we must find fresh, personal ways in which to honor our Savior. Our worship should
never be routine, selfish, or free of sacrifice. King David once said, “I will not sacrifice
to the Lord my God burnt offerings that cost me nothing” (2 Samuel 24:24). David had
previously experienced ridicule for his own extravagant act of worship (2 Samuel 6:2022). Jesus welcomes our acts of worship, even sacrificial, extravagant worship.

Faith in Jesus Christ is the foundation
of our acts of sacrificial worship (12:9-11).
Jesus’ arrival in Bethany set into motion a series of events that would soon lead to
His crucifixion. But it’s the cross that’s the focal point of our faith, and it’s faith that’s at
the foundation of our worship.
Many people came to see Jesus and Lazarus (12:9).
When word got out that Jesus was in Bethany a large crowd gathered to see Him.
They also came to see Lazarus, whom Jesus had raised from the dead. The raising of
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Lazarus was the single most significant event that had ever taken place in the quiet
village of Bethany. Everyone around that village would have heard the news of this great
miracle. Now many of the people had an opportunity to see Jesus and Lazarus together.
The crowds began to form. They came not out of curiosity alone. Many had put their
faith in Jesus as the Messiah as a result of the raising of Lazarus.
The Jewish leaders determined to kill both Jesus and Lazarus (12:10-11).
The chief priests, too, quickly learned of Jesus’ arrival in the vicinity of
Jerusalem. They conferred with one another and plotted how they might kill Lazarus as
well as Jesus, since many people were putting their faith in Jesus because of Lazarus.
Jesus had become the object of faith on the part of a growing number of followers. Since
the religious leaders refused to believe in Jesus, they determined that their only recourse
was to kill Jesus and others associated with His miraculous ministry. Lazarus’ life was at
risk. Jesus’ disciples were also potentially in harms’ way. Tensions were coming to a
boiling point. Jesus is either the object of our worship or the object of our wrath. We
can’t simply dismiss Him as irrelevant. We must choose to follow Him or reject Him.
Based on Mary’s example, Jesus is worthy of our worship. He deserves our sacrificial
worship as the object of our unflagging faith. Jesus is greater than even our greatest gift
of love for Him.

158

Jesus’ Triumphal Entry
(John 12:12-19)
Jesus’ time had at last arrived! The Jewish feast of Passover was just days away.
Before the week was over Jesus would complete His redemptive work by dying on a
cross. However, first Jesus would offer Himself as the messianic King of the Jews. He
did so through what has come to be known as Jesus’ triumphal entry. Jesus rode boldly
and publicly into Jerusalem to the cheers of the crowd and the consternation of the Jewish
leaders. In so doing, Jesus proclaimed Himself to be our rightful, humble, all-powerful
King. The people would soon decide whether or not they would acknowledge His
messianic claim. In fact, people today must still decide whether or not they will respond
to Jesus as King over their lives. Jesus deserves our undivided devotion because He is
the true King of kings.

Jesus Christ is our
rightful King (12:12-13)
Jesus rightfully claimed to be the King of the Jews. He is God’s Son, the
promised Messiah. His miracle-filled life verified His divine claim. Therefore, Jesus is
worthy of our obedience. As many of the people in the crowd that day recognized, Jesus
is truly our rightful King.
News spread quickly that Jesus was about to enter Jerusalem (12:12).
The population of Jerusalem had swollen with pilgrims attending the Feast of
Pentecost. Word soon got around that Jesus, too, was about to enter the city. Jesus’
presence in Jerusalem had been a matter of debate because the religious leaders had put
out a warrant for His arrest (John 11:55-57). The previous night Jesus had lodged with
friends in Bethany on the outskirts of Jerusalem (John 12:1). His movements became
known and news spread quickly. Jesus now prepared to enter Jerusalem.
A great crowd welcomed Jesus with shouts of “hosanna” (12:12-13).
When the crowd found out that Jesus was coming into Jerusalem they gathered
palm branches and went out to welcome Him along the way. Palm branches reflected a
spirit of victory and celebration. While Jesus rode by, the crowd shouted out, “Hosanna,”
a Hebrew word that means “Save us now.” They also shouted, “Blessed is he who comes
in the name of the Lord.” Both expressions come from Psalm 118:25-26, a psalm of
victory and triumph. In addition to these shouts of anticipated triumph the crowd
proclaimed, “Blessed is the King of Israel,” acknowledging Jesus as their rightful King.
It’s difficult to be certain what the crowd expected of Jesus that day. Many probably
hoped for a political takeover that would relieve them of Rome’s tyranny. A few may
have understood Jesus’ richer, deeper offer of a kingdom built on faith, love, and
righteousness. Jesus is our rightful King, able to “save us now” and worthy of blessing as
the one who came bearing the name of the Lord.
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Jesus Christ is our
humble King (12:14-16).
While Jesus presented Himself to the people of Jerusalem as their King, He did so
in the most humble terms. He entered Jerusalem on a small donkey. He arrived
peacefully and humbly.
Jesus entered Jerusalem peacefully in fulfillment of Old Testament prophecy (12:1415).
Zechariah 9:9-10 predicted the coming of the Messiah as a ruler of peace, a King
who would arrive on a peaceful beast of burden—a young donkey. In contrast to a war
horse or chariots, Jesus rode on an animal that represented humility and peace. He
secured a young donkey, sat on it, and rode into Jerusalem. John quoted Zechariah’s
prophecy, encouraging the people of the city of Jerusalem (“the daughter of Zion”) not to
be afraid. Instead they were to celebrate the arrival of their King. Once again Jesus
fulfilled Old Testament prophecy. Once again, as He did in His incarnation, Jesus
revealed His humility. He is a King worthy of our adoration and devotion.
The disciples didn’t fully understand the significance of Jesus’ triumphal entry until
after He was glorified (12:16).
What’s obvious to us today wasn’t readily apparent even to Jesus’ disciples in the
moment when these events occurred. John tells us that the disciples only understood the
ramifications of Jesus’ actions after He was glorified. After Jesus died, rose again, and
returned to heaven He sent the Holy Spirit to indwell His followers. The Holy Spirit
helped the disciples recall and understand this and other events in the life of Jesus (John
14:26). The disciples’ lack of understanding at the time of Jesus’ triumphal entry
reminds us how precious the Holy Spirit’s presence is in our lives and how easy it is to
miss the manifest work of God all around us. We should ever remain humble just as our
King, Jesus Christ, was humble.

Jesus Christ is our
all-powerful King (12:17-19).
Jesus’ humility is all the more impressive when we reflect on His power. The one
who calmed the storm and raised Lazarus from the dead could have easily demanded our
obeisance. Instead, He lovingly invites us to share in the life He provided on the cross.
Jesus has power to raise the dead, to transform hearts, and to overcome opposition. He
has power to grant life—resurrection life and eternal life.
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Eyewitness members of the crowd testified to Jesus’ miracle of raising Lazarus from
the dead (12:17).
Jesus’ miraculous raising of Lazarus from the dead was still fresh in the minds of
many who lived in or near Jerusalem. Among the “great crowd” (verse 12) that had
gathered to welcome Jesus into the city existed another “crowd” (verse 17) that consisted
of people who had witnessed the raising of Lazarus. These eyewitnesses continued to
testify to Jesus’ miraculous power. It’s not difficult to imagine them telling the story
over and over again to travelers who had only recently arrived in Jerusalem for Passover.
As the story spread, so did Jesus’ notoriety.
Many people went to see Jesus because they heard about His miraculous sign (12:18).
The raising of Lazarus was one of seven miraculous signs that John incorporated
into his gospel record. When people heard from eyewitnesses that Jesus had raised a man
from the dead they eagerly went to see Him. We get the sense that as Jesus made His
way by donkey from Bethany, over the Mount of Olives, through the Kidron Valley, and
up the slope into Jerusalem, the crowd grew larger and more excited. Jesus, the allpowerful King, had arrived!
The Pharisees expressed to one another their despair over Jesus’ overwhelming
popularity (12:19).
While enthusiasm grew because of Jesus’ arrival in Jerusalem not everyone was
happy. The Pharisees, who had led in the effort to silence Jesus, saw Jesus’ triumphal
entry as a hopeless setback. Their conspiracy to arrest and kill Jesus had been totally
ineffective so far. To their exasperated eyes it appeared that the whole world was
following Jesus. In fact, Jesus came into this world because of God’s love for the whole
world. Jesus came to provide a redemptive sacrifice for the sins of the whole world (John
3:16). As our all-powerful King, not only could Jesus raise the dead to physical life but
He grants eternal life to all who believe in Him (John 6:40). Jesus deserves our
undivided devotion because He is the true King of kings.
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Jesus’ Response to a Group of Greek Worshipers
(John 12:20-26)
At some point in the week leading up to Jesus’ crucifixion a group of Greek
worshipers sought an opportunity to see Jesus. This request prompted Jesus to declare
that His hour had arrived, the time set in eternity for His redemptive act. He then went on
to describe the nature of true spiritual commitment. Jesus calls us to follow Him, and
following Him demands commitment.

Commitment to Jesus
begins by seeking Him (12:20-22).
The example of the group of Greek worshipers reveals the importance of seeking
Jesus as a first step of commitment. God makes Himself known to us when we seek Him
with all our heart (Jeremiah 29:13).
A group of Greek worshipers approached Philip with a request to see Jesus (12:20-21).
It was the week of Passover and many Jews were pouring into Jerusalem for the
feast. Among these Jewish worshipers were a number of Greeks as well, that is, Greek
speaking Gentiles. Called God-fearers, these Gentiles had chosen to abandon the worship
of pagan gods and instead to worship the God of Israel. Cornelius, who is described in
Acts 10:1-2, would have fit this description (compare Luke 7:1-5). A group of these
God-fearing Greeks, having heard about Jesus, wanted to see Him. They approached one
of Jesus’ disciples, Philip, with their request. The text notes that Philip was from
Bethsaida in Galilee, possibly hinting that the Greek worshipers were also from that
region and could easily relate to Philip even though they were Gentiles. The fact that
Philip is a Greek name may indicate that this disciple was more accustomed to Gentile
relationships than many of the Jews. These Greek worshipers approached Philip and
said, “Sir, we would like to see Jesus.” Theirs was not a request prompted by mere
curiosity, but an expression of hearts that wanted to know the Messiah.
Philip and Andrew together went to Jesus with the request of these Greek worshipers
(12:22).
Possibly because Jew-Gentile relations were always tense, Philip decided to enlist
the help of another disciple, Andrew, in this request. Andrew had a reputation for
bringing people to Jesus (John 1:41-42; 6:8-9). Together, Philip and Andrew approached
Jesus and told Him about this request. Greeks—Gentiles—were now seeking Jesus.
Commitment begins with a heart that genuinely seeks the Lord Jesus Christ.
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Commitment to Jesus involves
recognizing the nature of sacrifice (12:23-24).
The request of the Greek worshipers prompted Jesus to describe commitment,
beginning with the importance of recognizing the nature of sacrifice. Those who follow
Jesus must, like Him, make significant sacrifices.
Jesus responded that the time had at last come for Him to be glorified (12:23).
Some have concluded that Jesus never responded to the Greek worshipers’
request. However, it would make little sense for John to include this request in his
Gospel unless there was some follow through. In fact, John states that Jesus “answered
them,” possibly referring to Philip and Andrew but also possibly referring to the Greek
worshipers. It’s feasible to imagine that Jesus addressed His next statements to these
Greek worshipers who were standing near Philip and Andrew. Jesus’ message would
have then expanded to the broader audience, the surrounding crowd.
Jesus was deeply aware of the appropriate timing of His redemptive work. Prior
to this Passion Week it was evident that Jesus’ “hour” or “time” had not yet come (John
2:4; 7:6, 8, 30; 8:20). But now His time had arrived. The request by a group of Gentiles
seems to have triggered the opportunity for Jesus to declare this change. After all, His
death would be redemptive for both Jews and Gentiles alike. So Jesus said, “The hour
has come for the Son of Man to be glorified.” The title “Son of Man” always carried
messianic meaning. To be glorified referred to Jesus’ completion of His redemptive
work coupled with His return to the Father’s side (John 12:16; 13:31, 32; 17:1, 5). The
proper time had arrived for the Messiah to die for the sins of the world.
Jesus stated that a grain of wheat had to die in order to produce more grain (12:24).
Jesus explained the nature of His glorification, His sacrifice for us. That sacrifice
would set an example for His followers who would make other sacrifices for Him.
“Truly, truly,” Jesus emphasized, and then using an agricultural analogy of planting and
harvesting described His impending death. A grain of wheat must fall into the ground
and die in order to produce a harvest. Otherwise it remains a single grain. But by dying
the single grain “produces much fruit.” Jesus would die and be buried in a tomb. But His
death would culminate in life, both His own resurrection life and eternal life for countless
followers—much fruit. As Jesus would next point out, His followers would also make
sacrifices. Commitment requires sacrifice.

Commitment to Jesus demands
prioritizing our lives around Him (12:25).
No one is truly committed to Jesus who doesn’t make Him the priority of life.
Too many Christians trivialize Jesus instead of prioritizing Him. Jesus takes second
place at best. But Jesus deserves to be at the very core of our lives, first in all we think,
say, and do.
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Jesus warned that those who love their own souls will lose their souls (12:25a).
In a bold call to commitment Jesus warned against loving our own souls. By
loving our souls Jesus refers to an inordinate self-love, love for our own lives and our
own well being above everything else. By making ourselves the center of attention we
actually lose our souls. We fail to achieve satisfaction in this life and we forfeit eternal
life (compare Matthew 10:39; Mark 8:36).
Jesus promised that those who hate their own souls will keep their souls for eternal life
(12:25b).
By contrast, those who hate their own souls will actually achieve satisfaction in
this life and enjoy eternal life. To hate our souls doesn’t mean to hate ourselves in the
sense of self deprecation or suicidal despair. Jesus simply means that we must prioritize
our lives properly, making Him first and foremost in our lives. Our lives “in this world”
are not to be characterized by the world’s values. Instead, by setting aside the world’s
values and embracing the way of Jesus we can preserve our souls for eternity. Through
faith in Jesus Christ we receive eternal life. Commitment to Jesus requires us to prioritize
our lives around Him, to make Jesus central to our lives.

Commitment to Jesus results in
serving and following Him (12:26).
When Jesus is central to our lives we’ll serve Him and we’ll follow Him. His
ways and His will become our driving purpose in life.
Jesus explained that those who serve Him must follow Him (12:26a).
To be a servant of Jesus is to follow Him. To be a follower of Jesus is to serve
Him. Serving emphasizes our activity as committed Christians and can take on many
forms—worshiping Jesus, sharing our faith, helping those in need. Following
emphasizes our purpose as committed Christians. To follow Jesus means that we’ll
reflect His character and pursue His path in life. Serving and following go hand in hand.
Jesus described His servants as those who stay close to Him (12:26b).
Servants must be near their masters in order to serve them well. Committed
servants of Jesus Christ will stay close to Him. Under the intense situation of Jesus’
arrest and crucifixion His disciples would abandon Him. But He gathered them together
again after His resurrection. In light of the resurrection they then remained close to
Jesus. Jesus taught that we are to “abide” in Him (John 15:4). To stay close to Jesus
includes taking time to be in His presence through the written Word, prayer, and
reflection. It also includes developing a conscious recognition of Jesus’ active presence
in the routines of our daily life.
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Jesus declared that those who serve Him will be honored by the Father (12:26c).
“If anyone serves me, the Father will honor him,” Jesus promised. Serving Jesus
is a mark of commitment. That commitment has its rewards. God the Father honors
those who serve Jesus. That honor includes the gift of eternal life and the future rewards
of heaven. However, the Father honors Jesus’ followers even in this life, through
innumerable blessings and fullness of life. Our lives are infinitely better because of our
commitment to Jesus Christ. Jesus calls us to follow Him, and following Him demands
commitment.
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Timely Belief in Jesus’ Timely Sacrifice
(John 12:27-36)
It was the Passover week and Jesus had been approached by a group of Greek
speaking Gentile worshipers. Their request to see Jesus prompted Him to declare that
His time had at last arrived, the time for Him to complete His redemptive work (John
12:23). The gathered crowd heard Jesus’ response and began to question Jesus about the
identity of the Messiah. Jesus described to the crowd the hour of His redemption, the
timing of judgment on sin, and the timely opportunity for people to walk in His light.
The time to trust in Jesus is now. It makes no sense to put off a decision about Jesus
Christ.
The hour of glory—Jesus’ death on the cross
glorified the Father by fulfilling His redemptive plan (12:27-30).
While it was natural for Jesus, in His humanity, to shrink from the horror of the
cross He held to His higher purpose. Jesus would willingly lay down His life for our
sins, thereby glorifying the Father.
Jesus revealed that His heart was troubled because the hour of redemption had arrived
(12:27).
With His sacrificial death quickly approaching, Jesus said that His heart (literally
soul) was deeply troubled. Such internal agitation is understandable. But how should
Jesus react to this troubled condition? Should He ask the Father to save Him from that
hour, from that horrid death? Jesus’ words here anticipate His agony in the Garden of
Gethsemane just prior to His arrest. Jesus refused to shirk His redemptive purpose,
declaring, “It was for this very reason I came to this hour.”
Jesus prayed for the Father to be glorified, and a voice from heaven declared the
affirmative answer to this prayer (12:28).
Jesus always fulfilled the will of God the Father (John 5:30; 6:38), and now He
prayed that He might glorify the Father’s name. Jesus would be glorified in this
redemptive work (John 12:23) and His obedience to death would likewise glorify the
Father. The Father’s “name” refers to God’s entire character—His love, grace, mercy,
and justice. “Father, glorify your name,” Jesus prayed. At that moment a voice from
heaven said, “I have glorified it and will glorify it again.” The Father had spoken from
heaven on two other occasions in Jesus’ earthly life—at His baptism (Matthew 3:17;
Mark 1:11; Luke 3:21-22) and at His transfiguration (Matthew 17:5; Mark 9:7; Luke
9:35). Now the Father assured the Son that the redemptive work would result in glory.
The Father had previously glorified His name, possibly in the eternal design of this
redemptive plan or in the provision for that plan through the sending of His Son into the
world. Now the Father would again glorify His name through the fulfillment of that plan.
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The crowd heard the voice from heaven but could not discern its origin or content
(12:29).
Interestingly, even though the crowd heard the voice from heaven they were
unable to discern its message. Some took the voice to be a clap of thunder. Others
thought that an angel had spoken to Jesus. Those who are spiritually insensitive will
always find it difficult to understand God’s revelation and the good news of Jesus Christ.
Jesus stated that the voice from heaven was for the benefit of the people (12:30).
In spite of the fact that the crowd couldn’t understand the message of the voice
from heaven, Jesus stated that this voice was for their benefit rather than His own. Jesus
already knew that the Father would honor His prayer. He was confident that His
redemptive work would bring glory to the Father. However, the crowd could benefit
from this voice from heaven by recognizing that Jesus had a unique relationship with the
Father. They should be able to sense that Jesus came from heaven with a heavenly
mission. The hour had come for Jesus to glorify the Father by fulfilling His redemptive
plan.
The hour of judgment—Jesus’ death on the cross
defeated sin and Satan’s rule over the world (12:31-33).
The hour of glory would also be an hour of judgment. By redeeming lost
humanity, Jesus would necessarily defeat sin and the grip of Satan on this world.
Jesus declared that the time for judgment on the world and its evil ruler had arrived
(12:31).
With the little word “now” Jesus declared that the time for judgment had arrived.
Wrapped up in the hour of glory—Jesus’ redemptive work on the cross—was the hour of
judgment. The “world” is, in this context, the anti-God system of unbelief that permeates
human hearts and characterizes human existence. Indwelling sin would at last be judged,
along with the originator of sin—the “ruler of this world.” Jesus considered Satan to
possess a usurped authority over this world, but he wielded no such authority over Jesus
(John 14:30). Jesus’ death would bring about Satan’s judgment (John 16:11). Because of
the cross, Satan no longer holds authority over human hearts even though he continues to
greatly influence human minds and motives (2 Corinthians 4:4; Ephesians 2:1-2). Satan
is a defeated foe. His ultimate doom has been secured by the redemptive work of Jesus
Christ on the cross (Revelation 12:9; 20:1-3, 10). Christians need to be alert to Satan’s
schemes but we need not fear him or fall under his diabolical influence. Jesus has judged
this world and the ruler of this world. We are free through faith in Jesus Christ.
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Jesus promised that when He would be lifted up from the earth He would draw others
to Himself (12:32-33).
In addition to judging sin and Satan, Jesus’ death would bring life to those who
believe. Jesus stated that He would be “lifted up,” indicating the nature of His death
(John 3:14-15; 8:28). Crucifixion would involve lifting Jesus’ up from the ground on a
hideous cross. However, by being lifted up in this way Jesus would “draw all” to
Himself. By “all” Jesus didn’t imply a universal salvation, since He had already stated
that many would be condemned (John 5:28-29). Instead, Jesus seems to have in mind
“all kinds of people”—Jews and Gentiles alike. The Father would draw people to saving
faith (John 6:44), and Jesus’ crucifixion would become the basis of that salvation. Jesus
would draw people to eternal life through His redemptive work. People from all nations
would be attracted to His saving sacrifice (John 10:16; 11:51-52; Revelation 5:9). The
cross of Jesus Christ is the focal point of faith and salvation. By His death Jesus defeated
sin and Satan and bought salvation for all who believe.
The hour of light—Jesus’ death on the cross
shines spiritual light into the hearts of those who believe (12:34-36).
Because the time of Jesus’ death was approaching He warned those in the
gathered crowd that they shouldn’t delay their decision about Him. They should follow
the light while it was still available to them.
The crowd asked about the identity of the Son of Man and the enduring nature of the
Messiah’s reign (12:34).
Obviously Jesus’ audience had widened as He responded to the request of the
Greek worshipers. A broader crowd was listening to His words. At this point the crowd
asked about the identity of the Messiah, the Son of Man. They understood from the Law
that the Messiah would “abide forever.” There would be no end to His reign. Using the
term “Law” broadly enough to include the whole Old Testament, the crowd may have
been referring to such passages as 2 Samuel 7:16, Psalm 72:17, Isaiah 9:7, and Ezekiel
37:25. Since the Messiah was to have an eternal throne, how could He be “lifted up” in
death? “Who is this Son of Man?” they asked. Since Jesus predicted His death, how
could He be the Messiah?
Jesus warned the crowd to walk in the light while they had the opportunity, thereby
avoiding the dominance of darkness (12:35).
Jesus didn’t deny His impending death. In fact, He warned the crowd that they
would have the “light” among them for just a little time longer. Therefore, they should
walk in the light while they had the opportunity. Otherwise, darkness would overtake
them. Those who walk in darkness, Jesus reminded them, don’t know where they are
going. Light and darkness are common themes contrasting the way of Jesus and the way
of self and sin. Jesus is the light of the world (John 1:9; 8:12). To reject Jesus is to reject
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the light. To reject Jesus is to walk aimlessly in the dark. The crowd hadn’t come to
accept the reality of Jesus’ divine mission. They didn’t understand that the Messiah had
to die for our sins before He would reign forever. So the people needed to follow the
light while He was still among them. Soon Jesus would be gone and there would remain
only darkness for those who rejected Him.
Jesus invited the crowd to believe in the light while they had the opportunity, thereby
becoming sons of the light (12:36).
To walk in the light means to trust in the light, to believe in Jesus. While Jesus
was still with them the people needed to believe in Him. In so doing, they would become
“sons of light,” people characterized by the ways of Jesus. Those who reject the light risk
the possibility of never returning to the light. Those who refuse to believe in Jesus may
not have another opportunity to turn their lives to Him. We must put our faith in Jesus
while we have the opportunity. Only then can we receive eternal life and become
children of light, people of the truth who shine the love of Jesus into the world. After
Jesus placed this challenge before the crowd He went away and hid Himself from them.
His hour of redemption was quickly approaching. The hour of glory, of judgment, and
light were upon Him. The time to trust in Jesus is now. It makes no sense to put off a
decision about Jesus Christ.
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The Challenge of Unbelief
(John 12:37-50)
The Gospel of John presents faith in Jesus Christ as its goal, faith that results in
eternal life (John 20:30-31). Those who witnessed Jesus’ miracles should have readily
come to a place faith. But faith is much more than a mental exercise. It’s a spiritual
reality, one that stands in tension with self-sufficiency and self-direction. To believe in
Jesus is to turn from self. For this reason faith, while the logical response to Jesus, is a
spiritual struggle. Unbelief reigns in the hearts of many. John describes this rejection of
faith among the people of Jesus’ day. He also points out that some people entertained a
cautious faith, hiding their belief from the public eye. But Jesus taught that faith in Him
is the same as faith in God the Father, a faith that results in eternal spiritual life. Faith is
a spiritual struggle, and unbelief poses a challenge to every human heart. Self naturally
rejects faith, but only faith in Jesus produces eternal life.

Even in the face of the miraculous,
many people will reject Jesus (12:37-41).
John records his observations about the varied responses to Jesus and His
message. Many people rejected Jesus, a spiritual reality that fulfilled Old Testament
prophecy.
In spite of Jesus’ many miracles many people refused to put their faith in Him (12:37).
Jesus had publicly performed many miraculous signs. John includes seven of
these signs in his Gospel—turning water into wine (John 2:1-12), healing a royal
official’s son (John 4:46-54), healing a disabled man (John 5:1-9), feeding the five
thousand (John 6:1-13), walking on water (John 6:16-21), healing a blind man (John 9:17), and raising Lazarus from the dead (John 11:38-44). This selection represented
countless other miracles (John 20:30). Nevertheless, many people refused to believe that
Jesus was the Messiah. Faith isn’t simply a matter of the mind, but must include the
heart—and the human heart naturally resists the things of God.
Disbelief in Jesus fulfilled the ancient prophecies of Isaiah, who foresaw the glory of
the Messiah (12:38-41).
John indicated that disbelief in Jesus shouldn’t surprise us. The Old Testament
prophets, specifically Isaiah, warned that people would reject the Messiah. Isaiah 53:1
introduces a moving passage about the sacrificial death of the Messiah and indicates that
people would not believe the message and would reject the revelation of God’s power
(“the arm of the Lord”). John clearly links Isaiah 53 with the person and work of Jesus
Christ. He further states that the people were unable to put their faith in Jesus because of
spiritual blindness. Citing Isaiah 6:10, John emphasized that the proclamation of truth
would add to the spiritual blindness and the hardness of heart in the lives of many. While
it was not God’s purpose to produce spiritual blindness, the nature of the human heart is
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such that truth rejected produces greater blindness, greater hardness of heart. Those who
open their eyes to God’s truth will understand the truth in their hearts, turn to God, and
receive His divine, eternal, spiritual healing. John states that Isaiah had witnessed Jesus’
“glory” and had spoken about Him. This revelation of Jesus to the prophet Isaiah would
have included Isaiah’s vision recorded in Isaiah 6:1-5. Isaiah’s messianic prophecies
pointed to Jesus. The fact that people rejected Jesus fulfilled many of these prophecies.
Faith is a spiritual struggle against self.

Even when people believe in Jesus, they will
often favor status over taking a public stand (12:42-43).
If faith is a spiritual struggle, being open about faith in Jesus Christ also poses
certain challenges. As in John’s day, many people find it difficult to publicly proclaim
their faith.
Some among the Jewish leaders did put their faith in Jesus but refused to acknowledge
Him publicly (12:42).
Faith in Jesus wasn’t entirely absent among the Jewish leaders. In fact, John
states that many of these leaders actually believed in Jesus. They considered Him to be
the true Messiah. However, these leaders didn’t declare their faith openly. They were
fearful of the Pharisees who had jurisdiction over the synagogues and who had decreed
that Jesus’ followers must be excluded from the synagogues (John 9:22). The risk of
being cut off from the spiritual life of Judaism was too much for these secret believers.
Those who refused to acknowledge Jesus publicly were motivated by the praise of
people in contrast to the praise of God (12:43).
Not only did these secret believers want to avoid being separated from the
synagogue, but they wanted to maintain their favored status within the Jewish
community. As John states it, “They loved the glory of people more than the glory of
God.” They welcomed human praise at the expense of divine recognition. While John’s
words bring reproach on such secret believers they do not necessarily exclude such
believers from truly possessing eternal life. Nicodemus and Joseph of Arimathea were
among these secret believers, and they eventually made known their loyalty to Jesus
(John 19:38-42). Faith in Jesus must become a public faith, both to help the believer
grow spiritually and to help unbelievers observe the life changing power of Jesus.

Even though Jesus offers salvation, many remain
in spiritual darkness and face eternal judgment (12:44-50).
At this point John returns to quoting the words of Jesus. Jesus declared that faith
in Him is identical to faith in God the Father and results in eternal life.
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Jesus declared that to believe in Him is to believe in the Father who sent Him (12:4445).
Jesus consistently identified Himself as one with God the Father, both in essence
and in activity. Jesus is God. Therefore, to believe in Jesus is to believe in God the
Father as well. Jesus states that it was the Father who had sent Him into the world.
When we look at Jesus we’re looking at the Father as well. They are one. We cannot
separate the redemptive work of Jesus from the redemptive plan of God. Therefore, it’s
impossible to have a relationship with God apart from Jesus Christ.
Jesus stated that those who believe in Him will not remain in darkness because He is
light (12:46).
Jesus described Himself as “light” in the world, a world otherwise characterized
by spiritual darkness (compare John 1:3-9; 8:12). Those who believe in Him will not
“abide” in spiritual darkness. Through faith in Jesus we live in spiritual light instead of
spiritual darkness. This includes the fact that we have insight into the spiritual realm
that’s impossible apart from Jesus. We also have direction for navigating our way
through the difficulties that a dark world imposes on us.
Jesus warned that those who reject Him will be judged by the words given to Him by
the Father (12:47-49).
Jesus described unbelief as a rejection of His words, His truth. Those who reject
Jesus and His truth, the gospel, will necessarily be judged. However, Jesus said that He
did not come to judge unbelievers. His purpose in coming into this world was to save,
not to condemn (compare John 3:17). Jesus’ redemptive work provides eternal salvation
for all who believe. However, those who reject Jesus will be judged. That condemnation
comes from Jesus’ words, words that came from God the Father. The Father sent Jesus
into the world with a message of truth, an authoritative commandment. Those who reject
the truth of Jesus stand condemned by their own unbelief.
Jesus promised that the words given to Him by the Father lead to eternal life (12:50).
In contrast to condemnation stands the promise of eternal life. The authoritative
commandment of the Father, the truth revealed through Jesus Christ, bestows eternal life
on all who believe. Jesus’ message was that of God the Father, inseparable in its
authority and content. Those who respond to the gospel by faith in Jesus Christ have
eternal life. Faith, with Jesus as the object of faith, is the key. Faith is a spiritual
struggle, and unbelief poses a challenge to every human heart. Self naturally rejects
faith, but only faith in Jesus produces eternal life.

172

Jesus Models Servant Leadership
(John 13:1-20)
Servant leadership isn’t a new concept even though it’s become a recognized
practice within the secular world. Servant leadership actually flows from the heart of
God. Servant leadership is at the core of Christian practice. Jesus modeled servant
leadership. When Jesus washed His disciples’ feet He revealed the heart of a servant,
giving us an example to follow. As followers of Jesus we lead best by serving others.
Like Jesus, ours must be the way of a servant.

A servant heart begins with a settled
awareness of our position in God’s program (13:1-3).
Jesus could serve others because He understood His own identity and He was
secure in His unchangeable relationship with God the Father. Jesus also knew His
redemptive role. Therefore, Jesus could freely serve others.
Jesus knew that the time of His death was near (13:1).
It was the season of Passover. At Passover families offered a sacrificial lamb and
ate together in remembrance of God’s redemptive work in bringing them out of Egyptian
slavery. Jesus knew that this was the precise time for Him to give His life for the sins of
the world. He is our sacrificial lamb, the Lamb of God. His hour had come. That hour
would include His death on the cross, His resurrection from the dead, and His return to
the Father in heaven. John states that Jesus loved His own, that is, His disciples. Of
course, Jesus loved the whole world. But He held a special place in His heart for those
who had followed Him throughout His earthly ministry. This love for His disciples was
full and complete—He “loved them to the end.”
Jesus knew that He would soon be betrayed (13:2).
Jesus and His disciples had gathered to share what would become known as the
Last Supper. Among those reclining with Jesus was Judas Iscariot, the betrayer. John
states that the devil had already planted betrayal into the heart of Judas. Satan prompted
Judas to turn against his Master and Judas was complicit in this hideous act. Jesus knew
that His betrayer was present at the table when He washed His disciples’ feet.
Jesus knew that God the Father had granted Him authority (13:3).
God the Father sent God the Son into the world to redeem fallen people. The
Father had placed “all things” in the hands of Jesus. Jesus would perfectly fulfill His
redemptive role. Jesus knew His mission, He knew that He had come from the Father in
heaven to accomplish that mission, and He knew that He would return to the Father upon
the completion of that mission. Jesus was secure in His identity and purpose. Therefore,
He could humbly serve His disciples by washing their feet. We, too, need to have a clear
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understanding of our relationship with God as redeemed sons and daughters and to
recognize our mission as those sent into the world with the good news of Jesus Christ.
Only then will we be effective servants, servant leaders in a spiritually misguided world.

A servant heart demonstrates itself
through humble acts of kindness (13:4-5).
Jesus did that which seemed unthinkable. He took on the role of a servant, a
common household slave, and He washed His disciples’ feet.
Jesus took on the role of a servant in the presence of His disciples (13:4).
It was the custom in ancient times for a dinner host to provide a servant who
would wash the feet of the guests. Because people walked dusty roads, shod in sandals,
their feet routinely became dirty. To eat with dirty feet would have been uncomfortable
and unpleasant. Foot washing was a common practice, but one that was carried out by
servants. As the meal began, Jesus took off His outer garment and wrapped a towel
around His waist, preparing to carry out the work of a servant.
Jesus humbly washed the feet of each of His disciples (13:5).
Jesus then filled a basin with water and began to wash His disciples’ feet. In
those days people reclined around a low table, their feet extending outward—readily
accessible for washing. Jesus went to each of His disciples, one by one, and poured
water on their feet. He then dried their feet with the towel. This act of humility must
have been shocking to Jesus’ disciples. After all, only servants washed others’ feet.
Obviously none of the disciples had taken this task on themselves. They were too
concerned about their own status to stoop to such an act (Luke 22:24-27). But Jesus
modeled servant leadership. Twelve disciples, twenty-four feet, two hundred forty toes
were washed and dried by the Creator of the universe! Servants engage in humble acts of
kindness toward others, and we must remember that we are servants of our Lord.

A servant heart discerns
the true needs of others (13:6-11).
By the time Jesus reached Peter, this outspoken disciple had determined that it
was not his Master’s responsibility to wash their feet. But Jesus revealed to Peter a
greater need than clean feet. We need clean hearts.
Peter resisted Jesus’ attempt to wash his feet (13:6-8a).
When Jesus came to Peter, Peter questioned Him. “Lord, are you going to wash
my feet?” This question obviously revealed Peter’s resistance to such an act on the part
of his Lord. Jesus stated that Peter didn’t yet understand the significance of this act but
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would eventually learn the lesson that Jesus was teaching him. Peter then refused to let
Jesus wash his feet, saying, “You will never wash my feet.” In spite of Peter’s resistance,
Jesus knew the deeper needs of Peter’s heart. There were still great spiritual lessons for
Peter to learn.
Jesus told Peter that cleansing is necessary in order to maintain fellowship (13:8b-11).
Jesus told Peter, “Unless I wash you, you have no part with me.” To have a “part
with” Jesus refers to fellowship with Him. Having entered into a relationship with Jesus
through faith we need to maintain fellowship with Jesus by abiding in Him (John 15:910). Would Peter refuse fellowship with Jesus? No, Peter did that which came naturally
to him. He insisted on receiving not just foot washing, but an entire bath! He said,
“Lord, not my feet only but also my hands and head.” We have to admire Peter’s
enthusiasm for his Lord!
Jesus reassured Peter that those who have already been bathed need nothing more
than periodic foot washing. The bath provided a thorough cleansing already. We can
detect a distinction in Jesus’ words between the cleansing of regeneration and the
cleansing of confession. When we put our faith in Jesus we are thoroughly bathed—our
sins are washed away and we are reborn into God’s family (Titus 3:5). Having been
saved by God’s grace, we now need only to deal with our momentary sins through
confession that restores us to fellowship with God (1 John 1:9). Jesus assured Peter that
he was clean and so needed only to have his feet washed. Jesus then, addressing the
disciples as a group, declared, “You are clean.” These men had put their faith in Jesus
and were clean in God’s sight. However, Jesus added, “But not all of you.” He knew
that one man reclining at that table, one man whose feet Jesus had washed, had never
been bathed by faith and was about to betray Him. Jesus knows that our true need is for
regeneration. Only by becoming a part of God’s family through faith in Jesus can we
then enjoy lasting, eternal fellowship with Him. We can maintain that fellowship through
confession, the periodic washing of our hearts.

A servant heart reflects
the actions and attitudes of Jesus (13:12-17).
Jesus would now verbalize what He had visualized for His disciples by washing
their feet. Jesus set an example for us to follow.
Jesus reminded the disciples that He was their Teacher and Lord (13:12-13).
Was Jesus a servant or was He the Master? After washing His disciples’ feet like
a mere servant, Jesus put on His outer garment again and took His place at the table. He
then asked His disciples a penetrating question. “Do you understand what I have done
for you?” He then reminded them that He was, by their own admission, their Teacher
and their Master (Lord). He was definitely their leader, but Jesus was a servant leader.
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Jesus instructed the disciples to follow His example of serving others (13:14-15).
Jesus was both Teacher and Master to His disciples, but He had also washed their
feet. Therefore, He told His disciples that they should follow His example. They were to
wash one another’s feet. Rather than argue among themselves who was greatest, they
should serve one another in humility. This is the way of Jesus. This is the way of Jesus’
true followers. Jesus described His act of foot washing as an “example” for His disciples
to follow. Rather than establishing an ordinance to be observed ritually, Jesus was
demonstrating a way of life (compare 1 Timothy 5:10). As Jesus’ followers we are to
engage in acts of humble service toward others, especially toward fellow believers (“one
another”). To elevate ourselves above others is to deny the way Jesus modeled by
washing His disciples’ feet. Servant acts must flow from servant hearts. Being a servant
leader cannot involve mere actions. Our actions must reflect our innermost attitude, an
attitude of humility like that of Jesus (Philippians 2:5-8).
Those who follow Jesus’ example will experience His blessing (13:16-17).
Jesus then pronounced a blessing on those who follow His way, the way of a
servant. Emphasizing the importance of His lesson with the words “truly, truly,” Jesus
said that a servant is not greater than his or her master. Someone who is sent on a
mission is not greater than the one who does the sending. Jesus is our Master, and we are
His servants. Jesus has sent us to bear witness to Him in this world and we are His
messengers. If we bear in mind that we are but servants and messengers of our Lord, we
are “blessed” in this realization when that realization is coupled with action. A servant
heart reflects the actions and attitudes of our Lord.

A servant heart extends help to
friends and enemies alike (13:18-20).
Becoming a servant leader like Jesus includes serving not only one another but
even our enemies. Indeed, Jesus modeled this kind of servant leadership.
Jesus indicated that one of the disciples would soon betray Him (13:18-19).
Jesus’ declared blessing on His disciples didn’t include one of the men reclining
at the table that night. Jesus stated that He knew those whom He had chosen as His
followers, those who were in fellowship with Him (John 6:70). But among the twelve
disciples there was a betrayer. Jesus cited Psalm 41:9 in which David declared that one
who had shared his bread had lifted up his heal against David. In the same way one that
was present at the table with Jesus had already arranged to betray Him. Judas’ actions
would fulfill this scriptural prediction. Jesus raised this issue at this point in the meal in
order to warn His disciples in advance and to reassure them that He is who He claimed to
be. He didn’t want them to lose faith. Instead, He wanted them to believe, as He said,
that “I am,” that He is the self-revealed God, God in the flesh (compare John 8:24, 28 and
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Exodus 3:14). Even though He would be betrayed, arrested, and crucified Jesus was still
the Messiah, the Savior, the Son of God.
Jesus stated that anyone who accepts His people accepts Him (13:20).
Again Jesus emphasized His lesson with the words “truly, truly.” He stated that
anyone who receives those He sends receives Him as well. Likewise, those who receive
Jesus receive the one who sent Him. In other words, the Father sent Jesus into the world
and those who receive Jesus by faith also receive the Father. Jesus now sends His
followers into the world, and those who receive His followers and their message receive
Jesus—and thereby the Father as well. As Jesus’ followers, we’re to serve others and
share the good news in Jesus’ name. As spiritual servant leaders we have a significant
role to play in a spiritually needy world. As followers of Jesus we lead best by serving
others. Like Jesus, ours must be the way of a servant.
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Jesus Identifies His Betrayer
(John 13:21-30)
According to Isaiah 53:3, the Messiah would be “a man of sorrows.” Jesus
certainly experienced great joy during His earthly ministry, but He also experienced deep
sorrow. His betrayal by Judas Iscariot must have constituted one of Jesus’ most
sorrowful experiences. Chosen from among many followers to be one of the twelve
apostles (Matthew 10:4), Judas was trusted by his fellow apostles so much so that he had
been entrusted with the financial responsibilities for the apostolic band (John 13:29).
Like the rest of the apostles, Judas would have witnessed Jesus’ miracles, listened to His
teachings, and participated in ministry assignments. Unlike the others, Judas never had a
true transformation of the heart. Judas seems to have been the primary objector to
Mary’s extravagant act of honor on Jesus’ behalf (John 12:4-6). He bargained with the
religious leaders in his design to betray Jesus, agreeing to a sum of thirty pieces of silver
(Matthew 26:14-16). He would eventually betray Jesus with a kiss, turning Him over to
the authorities (Matthew 26:47-50). His remorse and suicide ended a tragic life (Matthew
27:3-5). So tragic was Judas’ life that Jesus said of him, “It would be better for him if he
had not been born” (Matthew 26:24). John 13:21-30 records Jesus’ subtle identification
of Judas as His betrayer. From this passage we discover that Jesus knows all things. He
knows human hearts. He knows the power of evil. He knows our need for redemption.
Jesus willingly underwent a painful betrayal in order to win our redemption.

Jesus knows even the
deepest secrets of our hearts (13:21-22).
Jesus knew all along that Judas would betray Him. He knows our hearts, even the
deepest secrets of our innermost being. We can hide nothing from Him.
Jesus, deeply troubled, stated that one of the disciples gathered at the meal would
betray Him (13:21).
The hour of Jesus’ death was approaching quickly. Having washed His disciples’
feet, including Judas, Jesus now revealed to His disciples that His inner spirit was
troubled. He knew that the path to the cross included betrayal by one of His closest
friends (compare Matthew 26:50). He emphasized the significance of this betrayal with
the words “truly, truly,” and then told the disciples that one of them would soon betray
Him. How painful it must have been for Jesus to know that one in whom He had
invested so much love would respond with such hatred and betrayal.
The disciples, deeply puzzled, looked at each other wondering whom Jesus meant
(13:22).
The disciples couldn’t believe their ears. Who among them would ever dream
about betraying their Master? They looked around at each other, puzzled by Jesus’
words. Each of the disciples even wondered if they would be the one to, in some
178

unforeseen way, betray Jesus (Matthew 26:21-22). But Jesus knew who would betray
Him. He knows our hearts, even the deepest secrets of our hearts.

Jesus knows those who are with
Him and those who are against Him (13:23-26).
Because Jesus knows our hearts He knows whether or not we’ve put our faith in
Him. While we may fool others, we can never fool the Lord. We dare not play games
with God, but must instead put our full faith in Jesus Christ for our salvation.
Peter signaled to John, who reclined next to Jesus, to ask Jesus to identify the betrayer
(13:23-24).
Because in ancient cultures people reclined around a table during special meals,
one person would be close to the side of another. As it turned out, John was closest to
Jesus during the Last Supper. John describes himself as the disciple whom Jesus loved
(compare John 19:26; 20:2; 21:20). John didn’t mean by this description that he held any
special position above the other disciples but merely that he had come to understand the
deep love of Jesus in his life. Simon Peter took the opportunity to motion to John to
encourage him to ask Jesus to identify the betrayer. Like the rest of the disciples, Peter
was deeply curious. He may have even had it in mind to try to prevent anyone from
betraying Jesus.
When John asked Jesus to identify the betrayer, Jesus stated that it was the disciple to
whom He would give a special piece of bread (13:25-26a).
John leaned back and whispered to Jesus, asking Him to identify the betrayer.
Jesus, probably in hushed tones, indicated that He would reveal the betrayer by handing
him a piece of bread dipped into the bowl of food at the table. This act on the part of a
dinner host generally represented a special honor to the recipient. Jesus would honor
Judas in spite of Judas’ hideous plan to dishonor the Lord.
Jesus dipped a piece of bread into the bowl and gave it to Judas Iscariot (13:26b).
Jesus then dipped the bread and handed it to Judas Iscariot. John, and possibly
Peter, might have recognized in this act Jesus’ identification of His betrayer. However,
things transpired quickly and even these two disciples must have been incredulous at this
identification of Judas. After all, Judas was a trusted member of their group. By
contrast, Jesus knows who is with Him and who is against Him. He knows our hearts as
well, whether or not we have truly received Him into our lives by faith.
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Jesus knows the power of evil and
our need for His redeeming love (13:27-30).
Some have seen in Jesus’ act one final attempt to dissuade Judas from his
nefarious plan. Judas, however, had already been gripped by Satan and sin (compare
Luke 22:3-6). At least in his mind there was no turning back. Jesus recognized this
power of evil over Judas and dismissed him from the meal to carry out his plan.
When Judas received the bread, Satan entered him (13:27a).
At the moment Judas took the bread from Jesus’ hand, Satan took control of this
despicable disciple. Of course, Judas was culpable for his actions. After all, he himself
had entered into the agreement to betray Jesus. Now Satan sustained him in fulfilling this
plan. Sin is powerful. Evil is overwhelming. Satan is real and wields real influence over
human hearts and minds. Only the power of God through Jesus Christ can overcome
Satan’s influence. Judas rejected Jesus and thereby opened himself to the powerful
influence of Satan.
Jesus instructed Judas to quickly go and do what he had determined to do (13:27b).
Because Jesus knows the power of evil and He knew the path that Judas had
chosen, He instructed Judas to go quickly and enact his evil plan. There was now no
turning back. Jesus knew that He must go to the cross and He knew that Judas’ betrayal
would play a role in this redemptive path. There was no need for delay. Jesus’
redemptive hour had come.
None of the disciples suspected Judas of being the betrayer and they assumed Jesus
had sent Judas out on a special errand (13:28-29).
The rest of the disciples didn’t understand why Jesus had dismissed Judas. They
didn’t suspect that Judas was on his way to betray Jesus. Judas was a trusted disciple.
He’d been entrusted with the money bag, and so the disciples assumed Jesus had sent him
out to purchase more items for the feast or to give some money to the poor. Judas had
put up such a convincing front that none of the disciples suspected him of being capable
of betraying Jesus. Some people are masters at hiding their true character behind a cloak
of piety!
Judas left the gathering of disciples, “and it was night” (13:30).
Judas left the meal immediately after receiving the bread from Jesus. Both knew
only too clearly what was about to transpire. At this point John states, “And it was
night.” The physical darkness certainly paralleled the spiritual darkness of Judas’ heart
and his imminent act of betrayal. Evil is powerful. Dark hearts are captivated by self and
Satan. But Jesus came to redeem us from our sins, to reveal His great love in the face of
our rebellion against Him. Jesus willingly underwent a painful betrayal in order to win
our redemption. His love for us is immeasurable.
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Jesus’ New Commandment of Love
(John 13:31-38)
John 13:31-38 serves as an introduction to Jesus’ Upper Room Discourse, setting
the direction for that masterful message. Jesus declared that His work on the cross would
glorify the Father. He instructed His disciples to let love characterize their lives. He
warned Peter about his impending denial. Even though Jesus would soon leave His
disciples, they would be empowered by the Holy Spirit and make an indelible mark on
the world. But in the mean time they needed to understand the nature of Jesus’ death.
Glory, love, and denial—these three themes are interwoven into Jesus’ conversation with
those who were closest to Him as He introduced His Upper Room Discourse. According
to Jesus, love must be the preeminent characteristic of His true followers.
The basis of love—Jesus’ redemptive
death would glorify the Father (13:31-33).
Before revealing His new commandment of love, Jesus explained that the time
had come for Him to glorify the Father by fulfilling God’s redemptive plan. Jesus’ death
would serve as the basis for love.
Jesus declared that the time had come for Him to be glorified and the Father to be
glorified in Him (13:31-32).
After Judas left the Upper Room, Jesus opened an intimate conversation with His
remaining disciples. He stated that now was the time for Him to be glorified. Earlier He
had voiced this same concept in anticipation of His sacrificial death (John 12:23-24). To
be glorified is to be honored or exalted. Jesus counted it an honor to give His life for lost
people. Through His death He would be exalted. Furthermore, God the Father would be
glorified in Jesus’ redemptive act. Jesus used past tense verbs to describe this
glorification—in His mind this redemptive sacrifice was as good as accomplished
(compare John 17:4). Since God the Father would be glorified in His Son, the Father
would in turn glorify the Son in Him, that is, the Father would honor Jesus due to their
intimate, divine relationship. The Father would glorify the Son immediately. The glory
of God is the highest purpose of Jesus’ redemptive work, surpassing even the value of
human salvation. By dying for human sin, Jesus displayed for all eternity the love,
mercy, and grace of God. Therefore, God deserves our love, gratitude and praise. Jesus’
death is the basis for love.
Jesus warned His disciples that He would not be with them much longer and that they
could not go where He was going (13:33).
Tenderly addressing His disciples as “little children,” Jesus warned them that He
would be with them for just a little longer. Previously Jesus told the Jewish leaders that
He would go away and they would not be able to follow Him (John 8:21). Now He told
His disciples the same thing. He was going away. His disciples would look for Him, but
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they would not be able to follow Him. Jesus was describing His death and His return to
heaven. Even after His resurrection, the disciples couldn’t find Jesus on their own terms.
They had to wait for Him to appear to them. The disciples would, in fact, go to be with
Jesus in heaven one day (John 13:36), but in the immediate future they would be
separated. For this reason they would need to depend on each other and love each other.
Jesus’ death would serve as the basis for their love.

The preeminence of love—Jesus’ true disciples
would be recognized by their love for one another (13:34-35).
In a word, that which makes Christianity distinct is love. God loves this fallen
world. Because of this divine love Jesus came into the world to die for our sins. Those
who follow Jesus must follow His example of love—love for God, love for neighbor, and
love for one another. Here, Jesus institutes His new commandment of love for one
another.
Jesus proclaimed His new commandment of love for one another (13:34).
In the Upper Room that night, Jesus said that He was giving His disciples a new
commandment. While love wasn’t a new concept, its centrality to the faith was a new
and compelling priority. Jesus elevated the importance of love, specifically love for one
another within the Christian community. Jesus told His disciples that they were to “love
one another.” Their love for each other was to reflect Jesus’ love for them. “Just as”
Jesus loved them they were to love one another. Jesus’ love for us is the model, the
example we’re to follow. Jesus’ love for us is unconditional, unlimited, and selfsacrificing. Christians are to love each other in this same way. So important was this
new commandment that Jesus repeated it—“love one another.”
Jesus explained that people would recognize His disciples by their love for one another
(13:35).
Jesus’ followers should stand out in the world for any number of reasons,
including humility, high moral values, courage, dedication, zeal, hope, faithfulness, joy,
and peace. But “the greatest of these is love” (compare 1 Corinthians 13:13).
Unconditional, unflinching love for one another will capture the respect of an unbelieving
world more than any other quality. Jesus stated, “All will know by this that you are my
disciples, if you have love for one another.” Too often we fail to reflect the love of Jesus
in the way we treat others. But when the world witnesses true and tested love among
believers they see a powerful reminder of the love of Jesus Christ. Love must be
preeminent among Jesus’ followers. We must absolutely learn to display love for one
another. Beyond the emotional element of love, love must take on practical forms. First
Corinthians 13:4-7 provides practical direction for showing love to one another. Practical
love is patient, kind, devoid of envy and pride. It isn’t rude or selfish and it doesn’t
easily become angered. Love doesn’t keep track of offenses or take joy in evil. Instead,
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practical love takes joy in the truth. It protects, trusts, hopes, and perseveres. This kind
of love must be preeminent within the church, the body of Jesus Christ.

The power of love—Jesus’ divine discernment
would see beyond the failures of human weakness (13:36-38).
Love for Jesus prompts devotion to Him. But our devotion, while well intended,
often falls short. Peter was deeply devoted to Jesus, but even he crumbled under
pressure. Thankfully, Jesus’ love for us never fails.
Peter asked where Jesus was going and Jesus explained that Peter could not yet follow
Him (13:36).
Peter showed great concern over Jesus’ statement about their impending
separation. He wanted to know where Jesus was going. Jesus said that Peter could not
yet go where He was going. Jesus was going to a cross, to a grave, and then back to
heaven. Peter would eventually follow a similar path. He, too, would die by crucifixion
according to church tradition. But for the present, Peter and the other disciples couldn’t
participate in what Jesus was about to experience. Jesus would die alone. Jesus alone
could die for the sins of the world.
Peter claimed that he would lay down his life for Jesus, but Jesus predicted that Peter
would soon deny Him (13:37-38).
Peter pressed the issue, asking why he couldn’t follow Jesus to His destination
and declaring, “I will lay down my life for you.” No doubt Peter was sincere about his
intended commitment to Jesus. Therefore, it must have felt like a crushing blow for Peter
to hear Jesus say, “Truly, truly I say to you, before the rooster crows you will deny me
three times.” Within a very few short hours Peter would deny any affiliation with Jesus.
How could this be? Jesus didn’t mandate these denials. He merely foresaw Peter’s
reactions to the pressure of association and the threat of death. Jesus’ words weren’t
meant to hurt Peter but to warn him about what lay ahead. Peter did indeed deny Jesus
three times but Jesus’ love for Peter never changed. After His resurrection, Jesus restored
Peter to fellowship and service (John 21:15-19). But for that moment in the Upper
Room, Jesus confronted Peter with the fact of his flagging faith. Even in our weakness
and failures Jesus loves and restores us. The power of love, Jesus’ love for us, inspires us
to love one another. His love is the model for our love. His death is the foundation of
our love. Jesus’ new commandment compels us to love one another just as He loves us.
Love must be the preeminent characteristic of Jesus’ true followers.
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The Upper Room Discourse—Help for Troubled Hearts
(John 14:1-7)
The Upper Room Discourse of Jesus Christ, recorded in John 14-16, comprises
Jesus’ teachings presented to His disciples the night before the crucifixion. It was in the
setting of the Upper Room that Jesus clarified for His disciples the fact of His departure
from their presence. Jesus would no longer be physically present with His disciples.
They would enter a new faith relationship with Him and with the Holy Spirit, who would
come to indwell believers. The world of the disciples was about to make a major shift.
Our society today is also shifting. Change is the only unchanging constant. Most of the
change today is in a direction away from the things of God. Christians living
in today’s world need to know how to survive. The teachings found in the Upper Room
Discourse, recorded two thousand years ago, provide the direction we need today in order
to live out the Christian life in our shifting society.
The opening statements in the Upper Room Discourse focus on troubled hearts.
The disciples were troubled over Jesus’ coming crucifixion. They were confused,
perplexed, and downcast. Every believer at some time or another becomes troubled in
heart over the circumstances of life. Jesus offers help for troubled hearts. We can see
five basic principles in these opening verses of John 14, principles to help us when we
have a troubled heart.

Come back to the fact
that God is still in control (14:1).
Jesus’ opening statement, “Do not let your hearts be troubled,” implies that His
disciples were already sensing a stirring up, an inner disturbance, a throwing into
confusion within their hearts. Jesus was saying, “Stop being troubled.” The reason He
gave for this command is that trust in God and in Jesus Christ is sufficient to overcome
the confusion caused by the circumstances around us.
“Believe in God; believe also in me,” Jesus said. It’s possible to translate Jesus’
words in a couple of ways. He may have been saying that the disciples already trusted in
God the Father and that they should therefore transfer their trust to Him as well. But it’s
likely, since the text uses the same verb form in both cases, that Jesus is reminding
His disciples to again trust in God the Father and in Him. In other words, they were to
remember that God is still in control. He is sovereign over the affairs of our lives. He
will not allow His people to undergo trying circumstances without help or without reason.
When our hearts are troubled, we are forgetting that our lives are secure in the hands of
God. Instead, we should trust God to work out His perfect will in the circumstances of
life.
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Take comfort in knowing that Jesus Christ
is preparing a special place for you in heaven (14:2).
Sometimes fellow Christians will warn us not to dwell on heaven too much, since
God has given us this life on earth in which to serve Him. However, when Jesus wanted
to encourage His downcast disciples, He reminded them of heaven. He planted hope
in their hearts. In God’s house are many “rooms,” or living places. The King James
Version translation’s use of the word “mansions” probably best reflects the splendor of
our future dwelling place in heaven.
The fact that there are “rooms” for
all of God’s people implies that we will each live in close proximity to God our Father.
Jesus said that, in departing from this earth, He was going to prepare a place for
each of us. When we get discouraged, we can find comfort and joy in knowing that Jesus
is preparing an eternal home for us right now. Some day we will enjoy all the blessings
of heaven.

Regard your present worries as merely temporary,
contrasting them to your unending presence with the Lord (14:3).
Along with the promise that Jesus is preparing a special place for us in heaven, He
also promised to return and take us to be with Him. At death the believer instantly
enters into the presence of the Lord. But in this verse Jesus is describing a special event,
a future occurrence in which He Himself will return to take believers to heaven. This
event is sometimes called the rapture of the church, and is described in 1 Thessalonians
4:13-18. Whether by death or by rapture, every believer will enter into the unending
presence of Jesus Christ. This fact makes the temporary troubles around us seem less
threatening.

Place your utmost confidence in the person
and work of Jesus Christ for direction and deliverance (14:4-6).
Jesus next stated that the disciples knew the way to the place where He was going.
Here Jesus’ disciples voiced their confusion. Thomas, the doubting, pessimistic disciple,
spoke up and declared ignorance of Jesus’ destination or the way to that place. In verse
6, Jesus presents one of the clearest statements on the exclusive nature of the gospel.
Jesus’ stated destination was the Father’s presence. For us the way to the Father is
through Jesus Christ and His finished work on the cross. Jesus is the way to the Father.
He is the embodiment of truth about God. He is the source of life—spiritual life—for
entering into the presence of the Father.
Apart from Jesus Christ, no one can
enter heaven. Although this statement is exclusive, the gospel message is an inclusive
message. Salvation is freely available to all who will trust in Jesus Christ. When we
place our utmost confidence in Christ, He saves us, delivers us from sin, and directs us
into the Father’s presence.
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Drink deeply from a
growing relationship with God (14:7).
The final principle in relieving a troubled heart is to drink deeply from a growing
relationship with God. Here Jesus emphasizes a personal knowledge of God, a
relationship that is developed over time. The word “know” used in this verse indicates a
personal knowledge based on experience. Jesus told His disciples that if they really had
grown to know Him they would know the Father as well. That relationship was going to
become much more apparent to them in a relatively short time. When we are troubled in
heart, we can draw on our experience of walking with God over the past months or years
of our Christian life. In order to prepare ourselves for troubling circumstances, we would
do well to develop a close walk with God in those times of blessing. Then we’ll be better
prepared to face difficulties through faith.
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The Upper Room Discourse—Priorities for a Vital Christian Life
(John 14:8-14)
Surviving in a shifting society will to a large extent depend on our ability to focus
on the right priorities in life. In this section of Jesus’ Upper Room Discourse we are
reminded of three essential priorities.

Priority #1—My Christian life will thrive
when I focus on knowing God . . . through Jesus Christ (14:8-11).
Jesus had just reminded His disciples about the importance of knowing God the
Father (verse 7). This raised a thought in the mind of Philip. He asked Jesus to show
them the Father, and they would be satisfied. There exists within us all a natural longing
to have visual confirmation of our faith. Moses asked to see God’s glory, and God
revealed Himself to Moses in a limited way (Exodus 33:18-23). However, most people
have had no such visual confirmation of their faith, including great men and women
of faith described in the Bible (Hebrews 11:1-2). Jesus would soon tell His disciples,
following His resurrection, that there is an added blessing in trusting in Him without
visual confirmation (John 20:29).
Jesus expressed His disappointment to Philip. By now the disciples should have
realized that seeing Jesus Christ in the flesh was the most remarkable revelation of God
ever. Anyone who had seen Christ had indeed seen the Father. They are one. Jesus
Christ is God. He is one with the Father and the Holy Spirit within the triune godhead.
The problem, apparently, was that the disciples did not yet have a full understanding of
Christ. They did not really know Him.
To know God is our highest priority. We can know God through His revelation of
Himself. God has revealed Himself through His Son, Jesus Christ (14:9). As Christians,
therefore, we will want to study the life and teachings of Christ in order to gain a better
understanding of God. In addition, God has revealed Himself through the spoken and
written Word (14:10). Jesus claimed that His words were not His own, but came from
the Father. It was the Father abiding in Him that was doing the work. God has also
revealed Himself through His miraculous works (14:11).
Jesus had performed numerous spectacular miracles.
Each of these miracles
demonstrated emphatically that Jesus is God. God has adequately revealed Himself to us
through His Son, His Word, and His works. We must seek to know God better, making
the knowledge of God, not just the knowledge about God, our highest priority.

Priority #2—My Christian life will thrive
when I focus on serving God . . . through faith (14:12).
When we’ve begun to know God, we’ll want to serve God. Our acts of Christian
service must stem from faith. In this verse Jesus makes a bold promise to His disciples.
If we believe in Christ we can do what Christ had done. Furthermore, we can do even
greater things than Christ ever did. What did Jesus mean by this promise? Certainly He
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did not mean that we would be able to duplicate or surpass the spectacular nature of His
works. We cannot walk on water, calm the storms, feed the multitudes, or raise the dead.
Instead, Jesus was talking about the effectiveness and impact of the works His
disciples would do after His ascension. In regard to impact, it’s obvious that the message
of the cross was unclear prior to the crucifixion itself. Even the disciples, who were close
to Jesus, could not comprehend the reality and impact of the cross. But following the
crucifixion and resurrection of Christ, the cross took on greater clarity. It had a greater
impact on those who heard about it. In regard to effectiveness, Jesus knew that the
disciples would be empowered by the Holy Spirit after His ascension. They would then
become more effective in reaching more people with the life changing message of
the gospel. In fact, the first time Peter preached after the coming of the Holy Spirit, three
thousand people responded to the gospel (Acts 2:41). The church grew dramatically, and
continues to grow today.
God is interested in our service for Him. He has called us to serve by faith,
expecting Him to do through us great works for His glory.

Priority #3—My Christian life will thrive
when I focus on glorifying God . . . through prayer (14:13-14).
Next Jesus introduces the importance of prayer. But even more important than
the act of prayer is the purpose of prayer, the purpose of glorifying God in our praying.
Jesus has promised to answer our prayers in order to bring glory to the Father. We are
invited to pray in Jesus’ name, and He will do whatever we ask based on His authority.
Of course, our prayers will not be answered if we pray outside of Christ’s will, for those
prayers could not possibly bear His name. Our prayers will not be answered if they only
seek our own good rather than the glory of the Father. But when we truly pray in Jesus’
name (not simply tacking His name to the end of our prayers, but fully agreeing with His
purposes) we can be sure that He will answer our prayers. The important priority in our
praying is whether or not we are motivated by a sense of glorifying God through our
prayers. When we seek His glory, we will pray with power.
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The Upper Room Discourse—The Blessing of Obedience
(John 14:15-24)
Jesus Christ has called us to obedience. But why would we obey Him? Do we
obey Christ because of fear, or because of love and appreciation for who He is and what
He’s done? In His final discourse to His disciples in the Upper Room, Jesus reminded
them that obedience comes from the heart. It is a loving response to God. There is
blessing in obedience to Christ. In these verses we can learn five valuable lessons on
obedience.

My obedience to Jesus Christ
grows out of a deep sense of love for Him (14:15).

“If you love me, you will obey what I command.” This was the statement Jesus
made to His disciples, knowing that soon He would not be with them in His physical
presence. Is God a demanding God? Why would Christ expect our obedience? God has
given us His Word in order to help us live a life of fullness and joy. He knows what it
takes to maximize our earthly existence. His commands are given for our own wellbeing.
However, our own ideas of happiness often run headlong into the will of God.
We don’t always know what’s best for us. For this reason, and because of the fallen
human nature, we tend to act outside of God’s will. When we do obey God, we often do
so out of a sense of fear or obligation. But Jesus calls us to obey Him out of love. A
deep sense of love for Christ will motivate us to obey Him joyfully.

My obedience to Jesus Christ is impossible apart from
dependence on the power of the indwelling Holy Spirit (14:16-17).

It isn’t surprising that Jesus introduces the Holy Spirit into His discourse
immediately after calling His disciples to obedience. The fact is, it’s impossible for us to
fully obey God’s will apart from the Holy Spirit’s power at work in our lives. Shear
will power is insufficient in battling the pull of sin in our lives.
Jesus promised that the Father would send another “Counselor,” another
helper like Himself. The word translated “Counselor” or “Comforter” refers to someone
called along side of another to help, to strengthen, to defend, and to encourage. It’s used
of a legal attorney, or counselor, in that sense. Jesus describes the Holy Spirit as a
permanent gift from the Father. Christians have the privilege of unending fellowship
with the Spirit. He is also called the “Spirit of truth.”
The Holy Spirit is imperceptible to the unbeliever. The world doesn’t recognize
His presence because unbelievers don’t possess spiritual life. But believers recognize the
presence of the Holy Spirit. Here Jesus made an interesting statement that shows the
change in the operation of the Holy Spirit in the world. He said that the Holy Spirit at
that time lived with the disciples and that in the future the Holy Spirit would live in the
disciples. On the day of Pentecost, after the resurrection and ascension of Jesus Christ,
the Holy Spirit took up permanent residence within the believers. This indwelling work
of the Holy Spirit is now true of all believers (Romans 8:9; 1 Corinthians 12:13) and
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constitutes an unending relationship. It’s by depending on the power of the indwelling
Holy Spirit of God that we can obey the commands of Christ.

My obedience to Jesus Christ is an outward
expression of my spiritual union with Him (14:18-20).

Coupled with the fact of the indwelling of the Holy Spirit, Jesus also promised
His disciples that He Himself would come to them. He would not leave them as
“orphans,” helpless and rejected. This “coming” of Jesus to His disciples might refer
to the coming of the Holy Spirit, to Christ’s appearances after the resurrection, or to
Christ’s return for the church. Verse 23 seems to link that coming with Christ’s end-time
return for the church to take us to be with the Father. However, verse 19 seems to imply
the resurrection, when only believers saw the risen Christ. It’s the resurrection of Christ
that guarantees life to all believers. Therefore, the post-resurrection appearances of
Christ are probably in view in verse 18. Verse 20 says that in “that day,” possibly
referring to the day when the Holy Spirit would indwell believers (verse 17) or the day of
Christ’s resurrection (verse 19), all believers would have a special sense of their spiritual
union with Christ. That union is as strong as the union within the Godhead. Christ is in
the Father, believers are in Christ, and Christ is in the believer.

My obedience to Jesus Christ is an
immeasurable blessing, not a distasteful burden (14:21).

We may think of obedience to Christ’s commands as a burdensome task,
something distasteful to our own ways. Yet Christ reassures us that obedience yields
great blessings. Obedience displays our love for Christ, and those who love Christ will
experience the love of the Father. Furthermore, we who love Christ will experience
Christ’s love and presence.

My obedience to Jesus Christ testifies to my
personal anticipation of eternity in God’s presence (14:22-24).

One of Jesus’ disciples, Judas (not Judas Iscariot, but another disciple by the
name of Judas), here asked why Jesus would not show Himself to the world. Why
would He reveal Himself only to the disciples? Jesus’ reply at first seems to miss the
point of the question, but on closer examination His response insightfully provides the
answer. Jesus again repeats the importance of obedience based on love for Him. He also
repeats the fact that those who love Him will experience the special love of the Father.
Furthermore, Christ and the Father will come to those who love Christ and they will
make their “room” (compare verse 2) with those disciples. Those who do not love Christ
will be disobedient to the Word of Christ, which is indeed the Word of the Father who
sent Christ. In other words, Jesus is interested in enjoying fellowship with those who
belong to Him. Those who have rejected Jesus have no basis for such fellowship, and so
Jesus will not show Himself to them. In fact, when Christ does again appear to
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the world He will come in judgment. Out of His grace Jesus delays His appearance to the
world to allow time for the lost to repent.
As believers in Jesus Christ, we have the special blessing of His care. We have
the indwelling of the Holy Spirit. We have the approving love of the Father. We have
the privilege of obeying the commands of Christ out of love.
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The Upper Room Discourse—Equipped for Success
(John 14:25-31)
For a professional athlete to be successful he must have the right equipment for
the game. A soldier will find it difficult to win a battle without the proper weapons.
Those in business will make a profit only if they use the right tools and techniques.
Christians will succeed in the spiritual conflict only if we depend on the resources
provided by the Lord Jesus Christ. We need the right equipment, and Jesus Christ has
promised us all that we need to live an effective, successful life for Him. In John 14:2531 Jesus tells His disciples that He is going away. But in His departure, Jesus would
leave His followers well equipped for service. Jesus here describes four essential pieces
of equipment for the successful Christian.

Jesus Christ has given believers the Holy Spirit,
who preserves and applies God’s truth (14:25-26).
Jesus had been teaching His disciples for three and a half years. Through His
public discourses, His parables, and His private conversations with these twelve men
Jesus had imparted the greatest truths ever taught regarding God and life and heaven. But
now Jesus was going away. How could these disciples ever hope to remember or
understand all these great truths? Again Jesus presents the Holy Spirit as a “Counselor”
or helper. One role that the Holy Spirit would play after the ascension of Jesus Christ
was that of teacher. He would teach the disciples the significance of Jesus’ words. He
would also remind the disciples of all that Jesus said. It was through this work
of the Holy Spirit that we have the recorded Word of God. The Holy Spirit, through
divine inspiration, guided these men in recording the words and teachings of Jesus.
Nothing was lost over time due to human forgetfulness—the Holy Spirit reminded the
disciples of everything Jesus said. Christians today benefit immeasurably from this work
of the Holy Spirit in the lives of the disciples. Without the Bible, we would have little
concrete direction in life.
Sometimes Christians consider these verses to be directed to us today, assuming
that the Holy Spirit will teach us apart from the teaching ministry the written
Word or godly leaders. But these verses seem to be pertinent only to the early
disciples, who could be aided in “remembering” what Jesus had said to them directly.
It’s true that the Holy Spirit “teaches” believers today (1 Corinthians 2:9—3:4).
This work, however, revolves around the Spirit’s application of biblical truth to our
hearts. We must still study God’s Word, benefit from Spirit-filled teachers, and
memorize the Scriptures to be successful in our Christian lives.
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Jesus Christ has given believers a peace
that overcomes inner turmoil and fear (14:27).
Christians can experience an inner peace that can never be duplicated by the
world’s ways. This peace comes from Jesus Christ. It’s based on peace with God that
comes through a saving relationship to Jesus Christ. It’s a peace that moves beyond mere
human understanding (Philippians 4:7). Because this peace is available to the believer,
Jesus instructs us not to let our hearts be troubled or fearful. This phrase repeats the
thought from John 14:1. It’s an invitation from our Lord to enjoy inner comfort in
difficult times.

Jesus Christ has given believers a faith that
supersedes self-centered motives and feelings (14:28-29).
Jesus had told His disciples that He was going away, but that He would come
back again (John 14:2-3). The disciples were despondent over these statements. What
would they do without Jesus in their presence? Such thoughts betray the self-centeredness
of our hearts. The disciples, had they enjoyed a deeper insight into their Master’s
ministry, should have expressed a great joy over Christ’s return to the Father in heaven.
But Jesus did not leave His disciples in the dark about His departure. He warned them in
advance so that they could have a deeper faith (“believe”) when these events would take
place.
Verse 28 poses a problem of interpretation. Jesus said, “The Father is greater than
I.” When this verse is isolated from the whole teaching of God’s Word we would
understand it to mean that Jesus was inferior in essence to the Father. But such is not the
case. John 17:5 describes the equally shared glory of the Father and the Son. So, what
Jesus is describing in John 14:28 must be a reference to His position in His humiliation.
At the time that Jesus spoke to His disciples, the Father was greater in glory. That is why
the disciples should have rejoiced over Christ’s departure to return to His place of glory
with the Father.

Jesus Christ has given believers His love on the cross
that conquers the power of Satan and evil (14:30-31).
Jesus described His time as short since the “prince of this world” was coming.
This is a reference to Satan, who is the prince of this world (John 12:31; 16:11), the god
of this age (2 Corinthians 4:4), and the ruler of the air (Ephesians 2:2). In other words,
Satan holds a powerful influence on this world. But Satan could never defeat Jesus
Christ, either in the temptation or in the crucifixion. He had no hold on Christ. It’s
Christ’s love for the Father and the Father’s plan of redemption through the cross that
provided victory over Satan. Now every believer can find strength in the fact that Satan
is a defeated adversary. We can succeed in the Christian life because Jesus Christ has
completely conquered Satan.
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The Upper Room Discourse—A Fruitful Christian Life
(John 15:1-8)
The night was racing forward. Jesus knew that it would not be long before His
arrest and crucifixion. Based on John 14:31, we understand that Jesus may have carried
on His “Upper Room Discourse” with His disciples as they left the house and walked
across the Kidron Valley to the Garden of Gethsemane. Jesus and His disciples probably
walked through one of the grape vineyards along the way, and Jesus used this visual
imagery to teach His disciples about fruitful lives. “I am the vine,” Jesus said, “and you
are the branches.”
John 15:1-8 teaches several wonderful truths about abiding in Christ in a vital,
living relationship. But these verses also contain some very difficult concepts for us to
interpret. The most difficult is Jesus’ description of fruitless branches, branches that are
removed from the vine and destroyed in the fire. Some interpreters would take these
statements to refer to Christians who lose their salvation and are judged, but Jesus
elsewhere taught that we are secure when we enter into a saving relationship with Him
(John 6:37; 10:27-30). Others identify these fruitless branches as Christians who in some
way distance themselves from a close relationship with Christ and thereby cease to
produce fruit and face temporal judgment. Still others refer to the fruitless branches as
unbelievers who profess a relationship with Christ but are eventually judged as
unbelievers. The deciding phrase seems to be the two words “in me” found in verse 2.
There Jesus says that the unfruitful branches are “in” Him. He uses this same phrase in
John 14:20 to describe true believers. Therefore, it seems that the unfruitful branches are
Christians who have ceased to produce spiritual fruit.
With these concepts in mind, let’s look at John 15:1-8 to find out what
characterizes the fruitful Christian.

Fruitful Christians accept the wise and sovereign
“pruning” of God in their lives, anticipating greater fruitfulness (15:1-3).
Verse 1 introduces Jesus’ seventh “I Am” analogy in the book of John (“I am . . .
the bread of life, the light of the world, the door, the good shepherd, the resurrection
and the life, the way the truth and the life, and the true vine”). The vine had become a
symbol of the nation of Israel (compare Isaiah 5:1-7). Here, Jesus personalizes this
symbol. He is the vine, with the Father as the gardener who is responsible for pruning
the vine. Christians are the branches. As the gardener in this analogy, God the Father is
wise and sovereign over the branches.
The Father “takes away” every unfruitful branch in the vineyard. This term often
means to “lift up” and could mean that God lifts up unfruitful branches to help them
become more fruitful. However, this term can also mean to lift up and “remove.” Based
on the context (verse 6), this meaning is preferable here. Any Christian who continues
on in an unfruitful way of life is subject to God’s judgment—removal from ministry,
fellowship, and even from this world. The Bible mentions the possibility of such
judgment on believers (Acts 5:1-11; 1 Corinthians 11:30). Unfruitful branches have
removed themselves from fellowship with Christ.
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On the other hand there are the fruitful branches. These are Christians who are
demonstrating the life of Christ in them.
Fruit would include such outward
manifestations as outreach with the gospel (Romans 1:13); personal holiness (Romans
6:22); financial giving (Romans 15:28); character qualities such as love, joy, peace,
patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control (Galatians 5:22-23);
works of service (Colossians 1:10); and worship (Hebrews 13:15).
Christians who are fruitful find that they can continually grow in their
fruitfulness. This is why God trims our lives, sometimes through adverse situations.
Pruning helps fruitful Christians become even “more fruitful.” We accept God’s pruning,
knowing that He is a wise and sovereign gardener.
The word “prune” in Greek is the same as “cleanse.” Pruning “cleans up” a vine
for fruitfulness, helping all the nourishment of the vine to produce fruit. Jesus told His
disciples that they were already “clean.” They had experienced an initial “pruning”
through the word which Christ had proclaimed to them. It’s interesting to note that in
John 13:10 Jesus referred to the disciples as “clean,” excluding Judas from this
description. We become initially clean through the message of the gospel when we
respond with faith in Jesus Christ for our salvation.

Fruitful Christians recognize that their spiritual vitality comes from
a consistent, dependent, abiding relationship with Jesus Christ (15:4-6).
Jesus here introduces the word “abide” (NIV, “remain”), a word He will use
several times in the next verses. The key to a fruitful Christian life is found in
abiding with Christ. To abide means to maintain a close connection with someone else.
It means to be at ease in such a relationship. Words like dependence, consistency, and
closeness help to paint the right picture. Jesus commands us to abide in Him. He also
promises that He Himself will abide in us.
There exists a connectedness,
a spiritual union, between Christ and the fruitful Christian. One reason to maintain such
a relationship with Christ is that we cannot produce fruit apart from Him. But with Christ
we can produce more and more spiritual fruit in our lives. In fact, we see a progression in
this passage from no fruit (v.2) to fruit (v.2) to more fruit (v.2) to much fruit (v.5). Apart
from Christ we can do nothing, but by abiding in Christ we can all things (Matthew
17:20).
Verse 6 reminds us that as believers we are responsible to maintain an abiding
relationship with Christ. If we fall away from that closeness with Him, we can be set
aside to wither. We will experience deep spiritual dryness. We may even face judgment.
Fire is a symbol of judgment for the believer as well as for the unbeliever. Even
believers will have their works judged by fire (1 Corinthians 3:12-15). Verse 6 does not
imply a loss of salvation, but a judgment of our fruitlessness, our works.
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Fruitful Christians take seriously their responsibility
in regard to the disciplines of Bible study and prayer (15:7).
Jesus Christ also taught that an abiding relationship with Him will enhance our
prayer and devotional life. We are to have Christ’s words abiding in us. This can only
take place through Bible study and memorization. When we are filled with Christ’s
teachings, we can pray with confidence. We know that we can then ask for anything we
wish, since Christ’s wishes will become our wishes, and He will grant our requests.
Fruitful Christians are confident and faithful in prayer.

Fruitful Christians make glorifying God their highest
goal, thereby becoming true disciples of Jesus Christ (15:8).
The Greek text emphasizes the phrase “my Father is glorified in this.”
The fruitful Christian will seek to glorify God, making God’s glory his or her highest
aim. Bearing fruit glorifies God, and therefore abiding in Christ glorifies Him as well.
God wants us to bear “much” fruit. We can’t be content to live off the fruit of the past.
Our lives must ever be growing in Christ and producing more and more fruit. Such
a growing life glorifies God and marks us off as disciples of Jesus Christ. It was always
the goal of Christ to bring glory to the Father. As Christ’s disciples, we too must seek to
glorify God with ever increasing fruit in our lives.
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The Upper Room Discourse—Abiding and Obeying
(John 15:9-17)
Abiding in Christ involves obedience to His will. There are no shortcuts to an
abiding relationship with God that bypass obedience. We have already seen that abiding
means to be in close connection with someone, to enjoy a level of intimacy beyond
the ordinary. If we really want to be intimate in our relationship with God we will obey
Christ’s teachings. When we are obedient to Christ, He works in our lives to produce
spiritual fruit and rich blessings. Let’s look at the lessons Christ teaches in this passage
regarding abiding and obeying.

When I obey Christ, He impresses me
with a deep sense of His personal love (15:9-10).
Jesus here reminded His disciples (and us along with them) of His deep, personal
love for them. In fact, Christ’s love for us is so deep it can only be compared to the
love that God the Father has for His Son! The Greek phrase in verse 9 emphasizes this
comparison: “just as” the Father has loved the Son, so the Son loves us. Our
responsibility as believers in Christ is to reciprocate that love. We are to “abide” in that
love.
But how can we establish a living connectedness with Christ, an abiding
relationship of love? We do so primarily through obedience. Jesus plainly states, “If you
obey my commands, you will abide in my love.” He is not here describing a sort of
conditional love. He is teaching us what it takes to enjoy that deep sense of His personal
love for us. Through obedience to Christ’s commands we experience Christ’s love. The
parallel comparison again is that of Christ and His abiding relationship with the Father.
In His earthly ministry Jesus Christ obeyed the Father’s commands and thereby
experienced at every moment the Father’s love. Our desire and need to be loved can be
fully met only in Jesus Christ. To enjoy all the benefits of His love we must abide in Him
through obedience.

When I obey Christ, He helps me
experience a rich and lasting joy (15:11).
Along with experiencing the deep love of Christ we also experience a rich
and lasting joy as a result of obedience. Jesus states His reason for teaching
the disciples about an abiding and obedient way of life. The reason for abiding and
obeying is joy, both for Christ Himself and for us. Jesus Christ finds joy in our
obedience to Him. His joy actually “abides” (according to some Greek texts) in us. This
means that by our active obedience to the things of God we bring delight to the
heart of God! But Christ is not simply interested in His own joy. He seeks our joy as
well, and our joy also comes as a result of obedience. Our joy is “full” or “complete”
only when we are walking in step with the commands of Christ. Joyless Christians are
Christians who are in some way living in disobedience to Christ’s commands.
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When I obey Christ, He enables me to
follow His example in loving others sacrificially (15:12-13).
Christ has called us to obey His commands (plural). One of His commands, a
test-case sample, is His command (singular) to love each other. How many Christians
claim to love God but hold anger or bitterness toward other Christians! But Christ has
commanded us to love one another. In fact, the standard of love Christ presents is His
own love for us. We have already seen that Christ loves us with the same kind of love
the Father has for Christ. Our love for one another, therefore, must be the kind of love
that exists within the triune Godhead. That’s a high standard of love! That’s a standard
of love that will keep every believer in a humble posture, recognizing our need to grow in
Christ.
A further description of Christ’s love for us, the kind of love we’re to show for
one another, is in His sacrificial death. There is no greater love imaginable than that an
individual would die to save the life of a friend. But Jesus Christ showed that
sacrificial love by dying on the cross, even while we were yet sinners. Now Christ calls
us to love one another sacrificially. We may need to sacrifice our pride, our comfort, or
our convenience to love others. But that is precisely the kind of love Christ demands of
us. This is the kind of love that Christ can produce in our lives as we strive to obey Him
and abide in Him.

When I obey Christ, He relates to me
on the level of an intimate friend (15:14-15).
Having introduced the term “friend,” Jesus now reminds us of our new
relationship with Him. It is a friendship relationship, in contrast to a servant relationship.
We experience this new relationship only when we are living in obedience to Christ’s
commands.
The term “friend” contains the same Greek root word used for brotherly love. A
good translation might be “beloved friend.” It is not unusual that a friend might be
expected to obey someone over him in authority. Pilate wanted to be considered a
“friend” of Caesar (John 19:12), one who would be close to the emperor but still subject
to the emperor’s commands. Christians desire to be close to our Lord, but we are not
exempt from His commands. As friends, we desire to do the will of our Lord.
Jesus describes the difference between a servant and a friend. A servant simply
obeys his master without necessarily knowing the reason for the master’s orders. But a
friend is privy to the ideas, the plans, and the dreams of the one who is setting the course.
A good example in the Old Testament is Abraham, who is called the “friend of
God” (James 2:23). In Genesis 18:16-19 the Angel of the Lord (the pre-incarnate Christ)
revealed to Abraham His plan for Sodom and Gomorrah. He did so because He
considered Abraham a beloved friend. In John 15:15 Jesus says He has made known to
His disciples everything He had learned from the Father. We are not only given Christ’s
commands to follow, but we have been given His Word to describe His plan for the
world and for our lives. We are His “friends,” and we can enjoy that intimate friendship
with Christ by following His commands.
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When I obey Christ, He reminds me
of my privileged calling and purpose (15:16-17).
Christians have a privileged calling and purpose. While it is true that we must
make a personal faith response to Christ for salvation, it is also true that Christ has first
called us to Himself. In some unfathomable way Christ chose us to be His disciples. He
has appointed us to go into this world and to bear fruit that will abide. He chose us to
bear fruit, to develop such spiritual character that we are in tune with God’s heart and
thereby will have power in prayer. God wants every Christian to pray and
see answers to prayer. He wants every Christian to develop spiritual fruit. Christ has
chosen us for this very purpose.
It’s interesting that Jesus here comes back to His command to love one another. It
is repeated, no doubt, to emphasize its importance. It is repeated here to link love
for others with spiritual fruit and prayer. Evidence of an abiding relationship with Christ
(one fruit of abiding) is our ability to love other believers. That kind of love, God-like
love, can only take place as we depend on God in prayer. We may have to pray
extensively for God to help us love some individuals, but God will answer that prayer in
the name of Christ. When we recognize our privileged calling and position in Christ, a
privilege we did nothing to deserve, we may find it easier to love another believer who
likewise enjoys that unmerited position in Christ.
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The Upper Room Discourse—Reaching a Reluctant World
(John 15:18-27)
John 15 can be easily divided into three distinct segments. First, Jesus describes
the believer’s relationship to Himself, a relationship characterized by “abiding.” Second,
Jesus describes the believer’s relationship to other believers, a relationship characterized
by “loving.” Finally, Jesus describes the believer’s relationship with the unbelieving
world, a relationship characterized by animosity. The unbeliever is reluctant about
spiritual things. The world rejects the things of God. When Christians try to penetrate
the world with the life-changing message of the gospel they should not be surprised to
run into opposition.

When we attempt to reach the world
for Christ we will experience rejection (15:18-19).
A key word in verses 9-17 was “love.” But now, in verses 18-27 the word “hate”
appears all too frequently. The unbelieving world hates Christ, and consequently it hates
Christ’s disciples as well. Jesus makes six “if” statements in this set of verses, presenting
them in couplets. If the world hates us, we should remember that it also hated Christ. In
contrast, if we belonged to the world it would love us as its own. However, Christians no
longer belong to the world system. Christ has chosen us out of the world, so the world
hates us.
The “world” is that system in which unbelievers carry out their will in contrast to
the ways of God. The world is at enmity with God and rejected God’s Son. That is why
those who no longer belong to this world due to their allegiance to Jesus Christ will
experience rejection. The Christian is different from the world. It is this difference, in
words and actions, that marks us off as objects of the world’s hatred. Racism is a hatred
for another person because he or she is different in color or ethnic origin. People tend to
hate that which is different from them, idolizing themselves as supreme. Likewise, the
unbeliever will hate the believer because we are different.

When we attempt to reach the world
for Christ we will experience resistance (15:20-21).
Jesus had previously stated that a servant is not greater than his master (John
13:16). In the earlier context Jesus had servanthood in mind. Here in verse 20 Jesus
repeats this concept, but with persecution in mind. The second couplet of “ifs” contrasts
persecution and obedience. If the world persecuted Christ, which it did very
dramatically, then the world will also persecute the Christian who is witnessing for
Christ. However, if anyone obeyed Christ, he or she would obey the teachings of
Christ’s followers. The reason that the unbelieving world persecutes Christians is
because of ignorance. They do not know God the Father who sent Jesus Christ.
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Persecution can exist at various levels of intensity. Many Christians throughout
the centuries have endured extreme persecution, even martyrdom. But even in places
where Christianity is accepted, Christians can experience resistance from the world. This
may be evident in the work environment or in academic circles. But Christians should
not be surprised by persecution.

When we attempt to reach the world
for Christ we will experience resentment (15:22-25).
Here Jesus makes two “if” statements that may seem to conflict with other New
Testament teachings regarding human sin. He says that if He had not come and spoken
to lost humankind or if He had not done His unique works among them then they would
not have sin (NIV “be guilty of sin”). Romans 1:20 states, however, that lost humankind
is without excuse when it comes to sin. Jesus is probably emphasizing here the fact that
His presence and miracles raised the awareness of sin for those in the world, and that they
could offer no excuse (no matter how ineffectual) for not receiving God’s grace. The
issue for the lost world is one of hatred for Christ and for the Father, not ignorance of sin.
In fact, verse 23 clearly states that those who hate Christ hate the Father as well. Those
who might say that they love God but have no room for Jesus Christ in their faith do not
in reality love God. It’s impossible to embrace the true and living God while rejecting
His Son.
When Christians witness about Jesus Christ, the lost world resents the message.
They resent the gospel because the gospel points out their sinfulness. Such a message is
less than flattering. It offends their pride. We should never be surprised when the world
resents us and our message. Their accusations that Christians are “holier than thou” in
their message simply points out their own self-righteous attitudes.
The Word of God predicted this senseless rejection of Christ (see Psalm 35:19;
69:4). The world’s rejection of Christ (without a reasonable accusation) fulfilled these
Old Testament prophecies. The world will likewise resent and reject Christians, often for
no apparent reason.

When we attempt to reach the world
for Christ we will experience results (15:26-27).
Is there, then, any hope for this lost world? Will all our efforts at evangelism and
missions fall flat? No, of course not. Every Christian is a testimony to the saving work
of God in this world, since every one of us was at one time a part of the unbelieving
world. It’s the power of the Holy Spirit at work in this world that can bring spiritual life.
This may be why Jesus reintroduces the Holy Spirit into His message at this point.
The “Counselor” or “Helper,” the Spirit of truth, is the third member of the trinity.
He is God. Jesus Christ would, upon His return to glory, send the Holy Spirit to
indwell and empower believers. The Spirit “proceeds” (NIV “goes out”) from the Father.
This term describes the special relationship between the Holy Spirit and God the Father.
(Some theologians would teach that the Lord Jesus Christ also proceeds from the Father,
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but this point is not certain.) The Spirit’s role is to testify about Christ. This means that
the Holy Spirit is interested in the salvation of this lost world. He is pointing men
and women to Christ for salvation. Anytime a person responds by faith to the gospel of
Jesus Christ, he or she does so as a result of the Holy Spirit’s prompting.
But the Holy Spirit testifies about Christ through the testimony of Christians.
This is why Jesus commands His disciples to keep on testifying about Him. These
disciples had followed Jesus from early in His earthly ministry. They knew all about His
claims to deity and His miraculous demonstrations of divine power. Even Christians
today can testify about the life-changing power of Christ. We should keep on reaching
out to our world, knowing that we will be rejected, resisted, and resented, but knowing
also that by the Holy Spirit’s power we will see results. People will respond to Christ as
a result of our witnessing. We must never give up. Faith in Christ is too weighty an
issue to neglect out of fear or timidity. We must trust God to work through us as we
reach our reluctant world.
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The Upper Room Discourse—Don’t Give Up!
(John 16:1-11)
In the face of fierce opposition it would be all too easy for Christians to give up
the fight, to succumb to the enemy, to retreat to a place of complacency in regard to
spiritual things. Jesus knew how difficult the Christian life would be and how appealing
an out and out surrender would seem, both for His early disciples and for us today. It’s
for this reason that Jesus warns us about persecution. In that warning, Jesus encourages
us to continue on in the conflict. He is saying, “Don’t give up! It’s worth enduring the
heat of the battle. I won’t leave you helpless.”
Don’t give up!
God has called you to commitment at all cost (16:1-4).
Chapter 16 is really a continuation of the ideas Jesus had just presented to His
disciples. In John 15:20 He had said that the world would hate and persecute His
followers because it hated and persecuted Him. Now Jesus gives us His reason for this
warning. He wants us to not give up, to not fall away from our faith in Him. “All this I
have told you so that you will not go astray.” The Greek word translated “go astray”
means to stumble, to give up. God has granted us His strength to walk the Christian walk
without tripping up and falling by the wayside.
Jesus presents two methods by which the world might oppose the Christian—
excommunication and death. For a Jew to be put out of the synagogue was a very serious
matter. The Jewish leaders had already threatened to excommunicate anyone who
followed Jesus (John 9:22), and in fact had done so with a man whom Jesus had healed of
blindness (John 9:34). To be put out of the synagogue meant to be cut off religiously and
socially from the Jewish people.
In addition to excommunication, Jesus referred to death as a form of opposition
His followers could expect. He even said that people would come to think of killing
Christians as being a religious act of service to God. Such was the attitude in Paul’s mind
when he persecuted the church (Acts 26:9-11). Many Christians have departed from this
earth as martyrs for their faith in Christ.
This persecution stems from a spiritual ignorance of God the Father and His Son
Jesus Christ. While Jesus was living on earth He could shield His disciples from this
kind of attack. But once He was gone, His disciples would become the focus of
persecution. Again Jesus gives a reason for telling His disciples these things. He wanted
them to be forewarned. He wanted them to know up front how difficult the Christian life
is. He wanted them to see that being a Christian means accepting God’s call to live a
committed life at all cost, even the cost of ostracism and death. But even at such cost, the
call of God on our lives far surpasses the threat of persecution. We dare not give up.
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Don’t give up!
Christ has sent you the Holy Spirit as your advocate (16:5-7).
Jesus repeated His plan to go to be with God the Father. He also said that none of
the disciples had asked where He was going. Thomas came close to asking this question
in John 14:5, but focused more on the question of the way to that place rather than the
place itself. In John 13:36 Peter had asked Jesus where He was going. But the focus of
Peter’s question seems to revolve around the circumstances of Jesus’ betrayal and death,
not His ultimate destination in heaven. The concern of the disciples was focused on the
immediate rather than on the ultimate. It was more of a self-centered concern than a
concern for Jesus Himself. Therefore Jesus states that they had not really asked where
He was going. Furthermore, the disciples were filled with grief over Jesus’ statements.
Again, they probably were more self-focused at this point, grieving over their unmet
expectations of Christ and over the prospects of persecution.
For the fourth time in this Upper Room Discourse Jesus introduces the person of
the Holy Spirit. Unless Jesus would leave, He could not send the Holy Spirit to live in
the lives of believers. However, Jesus said that He would go and then send the Holy
Spirit. In fact, Jesus claimed that it would be better for Christians to have the Holy Spirit
in their lives than to have Jesus Himself present on earth. This is a remarkable statement!
We too often assume that we could be stronger Christians if only we could see Jesus
Christ and enjoy His physical presence. But in reality we are, according to Jesus’ own
words, better off having the Holy Spirit indwelling us. The Holy Spirit is our advocate.
Because of His indwelling all believers, He is able to impact more people than Jesus
could in His localized presence on earth. The Holy Spirit goes with each believer,
strengthening us in our walk and empowering our words.
Don’t give up!
The Holy Spirit will work through your testimony to convict hearts (16:8-11).
In regard to the believer the Holy Spirit’s role is one of helping, comforting, and
empowering for ministry. In regard to the unbeliever, the Holy Spirit’s role is primarily
that of convicting. The term translated “convict” can carry the meaning of convincing,
exposing, and pronouncing a verdict. It’s the Holy Spirit’s purpose to convict and
convince the unbelieving world of its sin, its rejections of Christ’s righteous standard, and
its impending judgment. Jesus expands on this brief outline of the Holy Spirit’s
convicting work. He says that the Holy Spirit convicts the lost of their sin (singular).
The sin of the unbeliever is rejection of God’s grace in Jesus Christ. This sin manifests
itself in any number of sins (plural). But the bottom line is the fact that people who reject
Christ are in a constant position of sin in God’s sight. The Holy Spirit impresses this
truth on the hearts of people. Some people respond with a sense of guilt, remorse, and
even repentance and faith in Christ. Others harden themselves to the convicting work of
the Spirit.
The Holy Spirit also convicts unbelievers in regard to righteousness. Jesus
explains this in terms of His own departure to be with the Father in heaven. Jesus had
lived a perfect life, setting the example of true righteousness. His going to be with
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the Father vindicated His holy life. Any human standard of righteousness will fall short
of Christ’s perfect example. Therefore, the world in its self-righteousness must be
convicted. It’s in this way that the Holy Spirit convicts in regard to righteousness. The
self-righteous individual must respond to the righteousness of Christ and receive His
righteousness by faith.
Finally, the Holy Spirit convicts the world of judgment. The prince of this world,
Satan, stands judged because of the work of Christ on the cross. It’s this same work of
Christ on the cross that condemns the unbeliever. The Holy Spirit convicts the world of
judgment by impressing on the hearts of individuals their lost condition. This implies a
sense of future judgment, but also includes a sense of present condemnation. Every
individual who does not have Christ in his or her life stands in a place of God’s rejection
and wrath.
The Holy Spirit is at work in the world today. He works through the Christian
(John 15:26-27). We are to testify to the life-changing power of God through Jesus
Christ. The Holy Spirit uses our words and our actions to convict the world of its sin.
That convicting work can then bring about salvation in the person’s life. We should
never give up living a consistent testimony for the Lord because the Holy Spirit can use
us to touch the lives of others.
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The Upper Room Discourse—Experiencing the Power of God
(John 16:12-24)
Jesus had been warning His disciples that the world would stand in harsh
opposition to them. They would need to experience the power of almighty God in order
to stand up in this hostile world. That need is still prevalent today. The world is no less
harsh toward committed believers now than it was in the first century. We need to
experience the power of God to survive and thrive in our shifting society. In John 16:1224 Jesus presents three sources of God’s divine power.
We can experience God’s power
through the Word—the truth of Christ (16:12-15).
Jesus knew that He was in His last hours with His disciples, and that there was
much more they needed to know. But the disciples were not in a frame of mind to absorb
a great deal of additional instruction. They were confused by Christ’s statements and
grieved because of His coming departure. So Jesus again promised that the Holy Spirit
would instruct the disciples in all they needed to know. The Holy Spirit is the “Spirit of
Truth.” He would guide the disciples into the absolute, authoritative truth of God. All
truth necessary for us to receive from God would come through the Holy Spirit. The
Holy Spirit, in cooperation with God the Father, would provide us with a body of truth
about life and about the future (“things to come”). That body of truth revealed to the
disciples would bring glory to Christ Jesus. We see here a remarkable interaction within
the trinity. That which is the domain of the Father is passed on to the Son, and the Son
has passed that on to the Spirit who has revealed it to us in the Word of God.
As we saw in John 14:25-26, Jesus is here describing supernatural revelation of
truth to His disciples who would record that truth for us in the form of the Bible. These
statements by Christ are not intended for believers today, as if we would not need the
written Word of God or godly teachers. These statements are directed toward the
disciples, whom God would use to record the Bible. Our focus today is to read, study,
and proclaim the written Word of God. The Bible is an avenue of God’s power. His
Word is alive, penetrating, and transforming. We cannot hope to experience the power of
God apart from paying careful attention to God’s Word.
Jesus also said that the Holy Spirit would reveal to the disciples “things to come.”
What we know about Christ’s future program for this world and for His return comes
solely from the Word of God. Speculation has no place in Christian teaching.
We can experience God’s power
through the resurrection—the life of Christ (16:16-22).
There’s no greater display of God’s power than in the resurrection of Jesus Christ
from the dead. Jesus here tells His disciples that He is going away. “In a little while”
they would not see Him. This warning refers to His death and burial. Jesus would
be removed from their presence soon. But “in a little while” they would see Him again.
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This promise refers to the resurrection, when the disciples would again see Jesus alive.
Of course, the disciples were slow to comprehend the need for the crucifixion. They
could not understand Christ’s words about His departure. Nor could they comprehend
the resurrection. They began to question Christ’s statements among themselves.
Jesus knew that His disciples were questioning His statements, and so responded
before they even asked. He explained that they would experience great sorrow and grief.
They would weep and mourn because Jesus was about to die a horrendous death. During
their time of grief the world would rejoice. The world would see in the crucifixion a
great triumph. But the grief the disciples were about to experience would soon be turned
to great joy. Just three days after the crucifixion Jesus would rise triumphantly from the
dead. The disciples would then understand the glorious nature of their teacher. They
would rejoice with an unending joy. Jesus compared their time of sorrow followed by
joy with that of a laboring mother giving birth to a new baby. The sorrow and anguish of
delivery soon disappears because of the joy of a new life. Likewise, the disciples would
grieve for a brief time but then find joy in the resurrection life of Christ.
God demonstrated great power in raising Jesus Christ from the dead. That same
resurrection power is at work in our own lives according to Ephesians 1:18-20. The life
of Jesus Christ is a life we share as believers. It’s because of Christ’s resurrection that we
have eternal, spiritual life. It’s because of the resurrection that we can see remarkable
transformations in our own lives. It’s His life that produces boldness, joy, and peace in
us. We can experience God’s power by recognizing our privileged standing in Christ
and by living up to that calling. When we yield ourselves to the Holy Spirit of God, He
transforms us by His divine power.
We can experience God’s power
through prayer—the name of Christ (16:23-24).
In these verses there are two different Greek words translated “ask” in English.
The word used first in verse 23 means to ask a question and expect an answer or
explanation. Once Jesus had risen from the dead His disciples would not need to ask any
questions of explanation. Christ’s predictions would be readily apparent to them. But the
second word “ask” in verse 23, and the one used twice in verse 24, means to make a
petition or request in anticipation of a favor. It’s a word that describes prayer. The
disciples would no longer need explanations, but they would need God’s power. They
were to “ask” the Father for help, and He would grant their request. But there was to be a
new base of authority in prayer, the name of Jesus Christ. Up until the crucifixion and
resurrection, prayer was not offered in Jesus’ name. But after the resurrection our
authority for prayer comes from our faith relationship with Jesus Christ. The Father
answers our prayers based on our relationship with His Son. Praying in Jesus’ name
means so much more than simply attaching that name to the conclusion of a prayer. It’s
not a formula for praying, but a foundation for praying. We pray based on the authority
of Jesus Christ and our relationship to Him.
To pray in the name of Jesus includes praying according to His will, for we
cannot expect His authority to endorse our misdirected prayers. It means to pray in
humility, for we cannot expect to have God the Father hear our prayers based on our own
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self-righteousness. But when we pray in Christ’s name, God the Father will give us
“whatever” we ask, without reservation.
Praying, and seeing God answer our prayers, produces joy. God wants us to be
filled with joy. One way to experience the power and the joy of God is through prayer.
It’s all too easy for us to neglect this discipline of the Christian life. That’s why so many
Christians don’t know the joy of being a Christian. Prayer will produce joy. Prayer will
bring God’s power to bear on our circumstances. Prayer will help us survive and thrive
in a hostile, shifting society.

208

The Upper Room Discourse—Five Contrasts, Five Principles
(John 16:25-33)
In His concluding statements of His “Upper Room Discourse” Jesus Christ
underscored His divine origin and the fact that He was soon to return to the Father in
heaven. Here at last the disciples declared their understanding of these statements and
acknowledged that Jesus Christ came from God the Father. In these closing statements
Christ points out five spiritual principles, each of which is presented in terms of a
contrasting statement or thought. The understanding of each of these spiritual principles
is essential for survival in a shifting society. The disciples would need to know these
truths in Christ’s absence. Christ’s follower today must likewise know these principles in
order to live effectively for Him.

Figurative revelation vs. open revelation—
God speaks to us at our level of readiness to receive divine truth (16:25).
Many of the things Jesus had been teaching His disciples had left them puzzled.
Some of this failure to grasp Christ’s teachings was no doubt due to their shortsighted
concept of the Messiah. Christ’s death and resurrection were new concepts to them.
In some ways the disciples were reluctant to hear these truths. But in verse 25 Jesus
acknowledged that He had not always taught the disciples in a straightforward manner.
He had used figurative language on many occasions. The reason for this is found in John
16:12. The disciples were not yet ready for the truths Jesus wanted them to learn. He
therefore revealed truth to them in a limited, figurative way. Soon, however, the disciples
would be more ready to receive the truth and then Jesus would teach them plainly. After
the resurrection Jesus taught the disciples during that forty-day interlude before His
ascension. It was probably during this time that these truths began to make sense to the
disciples.
Today we have the advantage of knowing about Christ’s death, resurrection, and
ascension. We also have the indwelling Holy Spirit to help us. Therefore, some of the
truths that baffled the disciples make clear sense to us. However, the principle is still the
same. God speaks to us at our level of readiness to receive divine truth. If we are not
ready to obey God, He does not pour out more truth. He lets us first apply what we know
before we move on in His school of spiritual growth.
Prayer in Jesus’ name vs. God the Father’s love—God the Father
is eager to hear us pray and to answer our prayers in Jesus’ name (16:26-27).
After the resurrection the disciples would see the significance of praying in Jesus’
name. Jesus said that He Himself would no longer need to pray for the disciples, since
they would then have the privilege of access to God through His name. But to say that
we must pray in Jesus’ name may infer to some that God the Father hears our prayers
reluctantly. Jesus clarifies this point in verse 27 by saying that the Father also loves
Christ’s disciples. God the Father is eager to hear and answer our prayers. In fact, God
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looks forward to our times of prayer even more than we do! He loves us because of our
love for His Son and because of our belief in His Son. Praying in Jesus’ name, then,
means that we commune with God the Father based on our living relationship with His
Son. It’s a communion that God the Father desires. It’s a relationship that He enjoys.
When we come to understand this principle our prayer life will become even more
meaningful.
Christ’s incarnation vs. Christ’s exaltation—
Jesus Christ fulfilled His purpose in coming into this world
and now He is fulfilling His purpose in the world through us (16:28).
Verse 28 summarizes the movement of Jesus Christ in time and space. He came
from the Father and entered the world. This means that Christ is divine. He, God the
Son, entered the world at the incarnation, becoming a man. His coming into the world
had a purpose. Jesus came to serve and to save humankind. He came to die on the cross
in order to rescue us from our sins. When that task was completed, Jesus Christ left this
world and returned to God the Father. His exaltation to His place of glory is a proof that
He completed His task. But in His departure, Jesus Christ gave His disciples a task to
complete. Our purpose in this world, as believers in Jesus Christ, is to proclaim the
message of salvation in Christ to all nations. We’re to make disciples. Christ is fulfilling
His purpose for the world through us.

Initial faith vs. progressive faith—we can begin a relationship with God
only through faith in Christ, but that faith doesn’t stop growing (16:29-31).
Based on Jesus’ clear statement in verse 28 the disciples said that at last they had
caught on to His message. Now they sensed clarity in Christ’s teachings. He did not use
figures of speech to guard His words. Their response shows a new level of spiritual
understanding. These disciples could at last verbalize their belief that Jesus knew all
things (that is, He is omniscient), including their thoughts (since He did not need to have
others ask Him questions before He answered). They also could state that Jesus came
from God, recognizing His deity.
Jesus responded to their expanded faith with caution. The Greek text indicates
that verse 31 is a question rather than a statement. “Do you believe at last?” This
response by Jesus is a recognition of the progress in His disciples’ faith, but also
includes the realization that in just a few short hours His disciples would abandon
Him. Nevertheless, Jesus saw a growing faith in their hearts.
Had the disciples not expressed their faith in Christ before this time? Of course
they had, in many ways. But we learn here that faith is a growing thing. We enter into a
relationship with God through very basic faith in the person and work of Jesus Christ.
But our faith doesn’t end there. It grows. We should see a progress in our faith in Christ.
To believe in Christ at an elementary level is appropriate for a new believer, but not for
an experienced Christian. Our faith is real and alive. Because it’s alive, it must keep
growing.
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Spiritual opposition vs. spiritual victory—in spite of personal weakness
and failures, God grants us peace and ultimate spiritual triumph (16:32-33).
Jesus warned His disciples that, in spite of their new appreciation for His deity
and power, they would still fail. They would scatter (see Zechariah 13:7), fleeing to their
own homes. They would abandon Christ. This took place a few short hours later when
the guards arrested Jesus. But Jesus knew He would not be alone. God the Father was
with Him.
Why would Jesus apparently crush the disciples’ new expression of faith? Jesus
wanted to warn them so that they would not give up in despair. He wanted them to have
peace, a peace that comes from forgiveness and confidence based on faith in Christ.
Earlier Jesus had taught them that peace comes from Him alone (John 15:27). They
would soon have an opportunity to know the truth of this teaching.
In the world Christ’s followers experience trouble. The world is opposed to
Christ. However, Christ has overcome the world. He is victorious over that which
opposes Him and His people. So Jesus said, “Take heart,” or “Be courageous.” While
it’s true that we will fail at times, it’s also true that God grants us peace and ultimate
spiritual victory. We are on the winning side in Christ Jesus. No better words could
express our greatest need in a shifting society. As Christ’s followers, we need to “be
courageous” because Jesus has “overcome the world.”
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Jesus’ High Priestly Prayer—Glory
(John 17:1-5)
Jesus often prayed. It would have been a blessing to hear His prayers.
Thankfully, the Bible records one of Jesus’ lengthier prayers, giving us an example to
follow. At the conclusion of His Upper Room Discourse, Jesus prayed a prayer that is
recorded in John 17, a prayer that preceded Jesus’ plea to the Father in the Garden of
Gethsemane. This prayer anticipates Jesus’ post-crucifixion glory and includes Jesus’
intercession for His followers. It has been rightly called His “High Priestly Prayer” since
in it Jesus intercedes for His people. Jesus begins by praying for Himself (verses 1-5),
then for His disciples (verses 6-19), and finally for those who would believe in Him
based on His disciples’ message (verses 20-26). Jesus was praying for you and for me!
In fact, Jesus intercedes for us constantly, a comforting reality during times of testing
(Hebrews 7:25). Four key terms come to the surface in Jesus’ prayer—glory, given,
world, and one. From these terms we can follow a progression in Jesus’ prayer that
focuses on the glory of God, the identity of believers as given by God, the purity of
believers as distinct from the world, and the unity of believers as one with Jesus and each
other. John 17:1-5 focuses on the glory of God and His Son, Jesus Christ. From these
verses we discover that glorifying God is the ultimate purpose of life.

Glorifying God is the
ultimate objective of prayer (17:1).
The objective of prayer, like the objective of life itself, is to glorify God. Too
often we pray for our own personal benefit or for the benefit of others. But all prayer
should have God’s glory as its ultimate objective.
Jesus prayed that the Father would glorify Him (17:1a).
After Jesus had finished teaching His disciples in the Upper Room, He lifted His
eyes toward heaven as a posture of expectancy and He prayed. Jesus began His prayer by
addressing the Father and stating that His hour had come at last. Previously Jesus had
stated that His hour had not yet arrived (John 2:4; 7:8; compare 7:30; 8:20). But on the
verge of His crucifixion Jesus declared that His hour had come (John 12:23; compare
13:1). Jesus had a keen sense of His purpose and the timing of the fulfillment of His
redemptive work. Because His time had come, Jesus asked the Father to glorify the Son.
The work of redemption would bring glory to Jesus our Savior. That work would include
the crucifixion as well as the resurrection and Jesus’ return to heaven. Jesus prayed that
the work He would accomplish for our salvation would bring Him glory.
Jesus declared His desire to glorify the Father (17:1b).
This was not a selfish prayer on Jesus’ part since Jesus inherently deserves glory.
Besides, Jesus desired to be glorified so that He could in turn glorify the Father. “Glorify
your Son, that your Son may glorify you.” To “glorify” God means to acknowledge and
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adore Him for His inherent splendor, His divine attributes, and His powerful works. We
honor God for who He is and what He’s done, enhancing the glory of His name and
nature. Jesus prayed that the Father would so work in Him that He could further glorify
the Father. This objective is the key to prayer. We must pray not simply for our own
benefit but more specifically that God’s answers to our prayers would enhance His glory.
Fulfilling God’s purpose for
our lives glorifies Him (17:2-4).
The glory of God is the objective of our prayers. But by what means do we
glorify God? Again, Jesus’ prayer shows us that we glorify God by fulfilling His purpose
for our lives.
The Father gave Jesus the authority to grant eternal life (17:2).
Jesus asked the Father to give Him glory just as the Father had already given Him
authority over all people. That authority included the right to grant eternal life to those
whom the Father gave Him. Jesus understood that those who followed Him were a gift
from the Father. Because the Father had given followers to Jesus as well as spiritual
authority in their lives, Jesus was able to give them eternal life. Jesus’ death on the cross
would make it possible for Jesus to give eternal life to all whom the Father gave Him.
Jesus described eternal life as a relational knowledge of both the Father and the Son
(17:3).
At this point Jesus provides a succinct definition of eternal life. Eternal life is
much more than merely unending life, since an endless life could be riddled with
unpleasant experiences. Eternal life is an endless, restored, blissful relationship with
God. Jesus said that eternal life is to know the only true God, that is, to have a relational
knowledge of both the Father and the Son. Jesus describes Himself as having been sent
by the Father, sent with a redemptive purpose. Through His redeeming work we can
have a restored relationship with God. We have eternal life.
Jesus stated that He had glorified the Father by completing His redemptive work on
earth (17:4).
Jesus links this gift of eternal life and the glory of God with His redemptive work.
He said to the Father, “I have brought you glory on earth by completing the work you
gave me to do.” Of course, Jesus had not yet gone to the cross, but in His mind this was a
finished work. By fulfilling His purpose on earth Jesus brought glory to the Father.
When we fulfill God’s purpose for our lives we likewise glorify Him.
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Anticipating the glory of heaven
motivates us to glorify God (17:5).
The objective of prayer is to glorify God and the means of glorifying God is by
fulfilling His purpose in our lives. But what is the motivation for fulfilling God’s
purpose in our lives? Jesus identified the glory of heaven as a motivating influence in
His life.
Jesus prayed that the Father would glorify Him in the Father’s presence (17:5a).
Jesus repeated His prayer for the Father to glorify Him, this time adding that He
desired to be glorified in the Father’s presence (“with yourself”). While Jesus would
receive glory for His redemptive work on the cross and His glorious resurrection, He
would receive full and final glory when He returned to be with the Father in heaven.
Jesus described His glory as preexisting before creation (17:5b).
The glory of heaven was a glory that Jesus possessed prior to His incarnation.
Jesus asked the Father to glorify Him with the shared glory He had enjoyed in heaven
before the world began. Here we get a glimpse into the eternal relationship between God
the Father and God the Son, as well as a basic understanding of Jesus’ incarnation. The
triune godhead shares in essential glory. When Jesus came into the world He surrendered
the benefits of that glory in order to live among us and fulfill His redemptive purpose.
Following His resurrection, Jesus returned to heaven where He once again enjoys the
blessings of the fullness of divine glory, a glory that will be revealed to us at His second
coming. Anticipating the glory of heaven encouraged Jesus in His humanity to press
forward with His sacrificial death for us. We too can look forward to the joys and glories
of heaven to motivate us as God’s people. In so doing we remember that glorifying God
is the ultimate purpose of life.
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Jesus’ High Priestly Prayer—Identity
(John 17:6-12)
Jesus spoke intimately with His Father, praying for Himself, His disciples, and
those who would believe in Him down through the ages. Jesus’ High Priestly Prayer,
recorded in John 17, includes the themes of glory, identity, purity, and unity. Having
prayed that the Father would glorify the Son, Jesus now turns to interceding for His
disciples. These disciples belonged to the Father who gave them to Jesus. This concept
of the disciples being a gift from the Father points out the fact that their identity was
wrapped up in their relationship with the Father and the Son. We belong to God.
Through faith in Jesus we become members of God’s family. Our identity is rooted in
our living relationship with the living God.

Those who belong to the
Father receive God’s truth (17:6-8).
Jesus had previously indicated that His disciples were a gift from the Father (John
17:2). This idea of a gift permeates John 17:6-12. Jesus’ followers belong to the Father
in an eternal relationship based on Jesus’ sacrificial work. Those who belong to the
Father can be known by their response to God’s truth.
Jesus revealed the Father to His disciples and they obeyed the Father’s Word (17:6).
Jesus stated that He had manifested the Father’s name to those whom the Father
had given to Him. The Father’s name refers to His character, His divine nature. By
taking on human form Jesus revealed the very nature and character of God among His
followers. The Father had given these followers to Jesus “out of the world.” Having
been a part of the world, that is, the unbelieving and self-oriented mass of humanity
Jesus’ followers were now set apart in a new relationship with the Father. They belonged
to the Father and the Father gave them to the Son. As a result, these disciples obeyed the
Father’s Word. Obedience to God’s Word is a mark of true faith. Jesus is describing the
gracious and mysterious work of the Father in drawing people to Himself and to His Son
in an act of saving grace (compare John 6:37, 44). Those who believe in Jesus Christ are
a gift from the Father to the Son, a truly remarkable truth.
The disciples came to recognize that Jesus had been sent by the Father (17:7-8).
Jesus claimed that His disciples recognized a unique relationship between Him
and God the Father. They now knew that what Jesus possessed was a gift from the
Father. Among these gifts from the Father were the very words, or teachings, of Jesus.
The Father had given these words to Jesus, and Jesus had given them to His disciples.
Jesus and the Father are one both in essence and in expression of truth. Jesus’ words
were the Father’s words. These words, these truths found a welcome reception on the
part of Jesus’ disciples. The disciples knew, based on Jesus’ teachings, that Jesus came
from the Father. They believed that the Father sent Jesus into the world. In other words,
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the disciples came to the realization that Jesus is God in the flesh, the messianic Son of
God. Those who belong to the Father receive God’s truth.

Those who belong to the
Father glorify God’s Son (17:9-10).
In addition to receiving God’s truth, those who belong to the Father will glorify
God’s Son. No one can have a relationship with God apart from faith in Jesus Christ.
Jesus specifically prayed for His disciples since they belonged to the Father (17:9).
Jesus interceded for His disciples. Praying to the Father, Jesus distinguished His
disciples from the rest of the world. In that moment Jesus, knowing He would soon
return to heaven, was concerned about how His disciples would fare on their own in the
world. The fact that Jesus didn’t pray for the world in that moment doesn’t mean that He
didn’t have a heart for lost people. He came to seek and to save the lost (Luke 19:10).
But Jesus could not pray for the Father to bless the rebellious world. He did, however,
pray for His disciples so that they could thrive spiritually in the midst of this dark world.
Again, Jesus referenced the fact that His followers belonged to the Father and were a gift
from the Father. Since they belonged to the Father, Jesus could rightly pray that the
Father would protect them in the world.
Jesus declared that He had received glory through the lives of His disciples (17:10).
In His prayer Jesus affirmed that everything belonging to Him belonged equally
to the Father. Likewise, all that belonged to the Father belonged to the Son. There is
equality within the triune godhead. Furthermore, because Jesus’ disciples had their
identity in their faith relationship with God they glorified Jesus Christ. The very fact that
these disciples followed Jesus and believed in Him brought glory to the Son. Those who
belong to God will glorify Jesus Christ. There is no relationship with God apart from
Jesus.

Those who belong to the
Father are preserved by God’s power (17:11-12).
Jesus’ followers have their identity in their relationship with God. That identity
guarantees God’s powerful protection and preservation.
Jesus asked the Father to preserve the disciples by His powerful name (17:11).
Jesus knew that His time had come. He would soon be crucified, raised, and
exalted to heaven. He was about to fulfill His mission on earth. However, Jesus’
disciples would remain in the world after Jesus returned to the Father. They would need
help. Jesus addressed the Father as “Holy Father,” a reminder that God is set apart from
216

sin and perfectly holy in His character and works. Jesus asked the Father to “keep,”
meaning to preserve and protect, these disciples whom the Father had given to Him.
Since the Father had given these disciples to Jesus it only made sense that the Father
would want to protect them in this world. Jesus knew that the Father could preserve
these disciples by His “name,” referring again to God’s divine nature including His
unlimited power. One aspect of the Father’s preserving power in the lives of Jesus’
disciples would be their unity. Jesus asked the Father to make His disciples “one” just as
He and the Father are one. The spiritual unity of Jesus’ followers is like the unity within
the triune godhead—we are inseparably linked with one another through faith in Jesus
Christ.
Jesus had preserved His disciples by His own powerful name (17:12).
Jesus prayed that the Father would preserve the disciples. During His earthly
ministry Jesus had performed that function Himself. Jesus stated that He had been with
His disciples, meaning that He had maintained a close relationship with them. He also
“kept” (preserved and protected) them. He did so by the Father’s name, the Father’s
divine nature which belonged also to Jesus. The Father had “given” His own name to
Jesus. The Father and the Son shared in the same divine essence and character. Jesus
had “kept” His disciples and He had “guarded” them—protected them from attack. As a
result, none had defected, that is fallen into destruction. Judas, “the son of destruction,”
was an exception. Judas’ departure was a fulfillment of Scripture, possibly Psalm 41:9,
Psalm 69:25, or Psalm 109:6-8. While His faithful disciples had been given to Jesus by
the Father, Judas had never placed his identity in Jesus Christ. He was the son of
destruction, a man characterized by a destructive and faithless heart from the very
beginning. However, Jesus had preserved and protected His true disciples—none was
lost. Now that Jesus was returning to heaven He interceded with the Father to provide
that protection for them. Those who belong to God can expect the preserving hand of
God in their lives (1 Peter 1:3-5). Because we belong to God our identity is wrapped up
in our relationship with Him through faith in Jesus Christ. Our identity is rooted in our
living relationship with the living God.
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Jesus’ High Priestly Prayer—Purity
(John 17:13-19)
Although Jesus came into this world to redeem us from our sins, the world did not
welcome Him. In fact, the world—the hostile spiritual system of human rebellion against
God—maligned, persecuted, and crucified Him. The world stands in opposition to the
ways of God. Because Jesus was about to leave this world, He prayed that the Father
would protect His disciples who would remain in this world. In this High Priestly Prayer,
Jesus prayed that His disciples would experience joy, protection, and sanctification.
Their spiritual purity would stand out in a world characterized by sin, self, and spiritual
rebellion. Jesus wants His followers to stand out in this world even though the world
stands against us.

Because we live in a spiritually
hostile world we need the joy of Jesus (17:13).
Jesus prayed for His disciples’ joy. Jesus warned that in this world we will
experience hardship for our faith, but Jesus is victorious over this world (John 16:33).
Therefore, His followers can experience joy in the middle of resistance and persecution.
Jesus expressed His anticipation of returning to the Father in heaven (17:13a).
Jesus looked forward to returning to the glories of heaven (John 17:5). He
anticipated the joy of completing His redemptive work, knowing that even in suffering
there can be joy (Hebrews 12:2). “Now,” Jesus prayed to the Father, “I am coming to
you.” What a glorious reunion that must have been!
Jesus prayed to the Father that the disciples would experience fullness of joy (17:13b).
Although Jesus looked forward to being with the Father in heaven, He was also
concerned about the fate of His disciples. He knew that they would endure extreme
hardships for His sake. So while Jesus was still “in the world” and knew the pain that
this world inflicts on God’s people, He prayed that His disciples would experience His
own joy, a fullness of joy within them. Within a spiritually hostile world we need the joy
of Jesus in our hearts. Jesus promised full joy to those who abide in Him (John 15:11)
and to those who pray through Him (John 16:24). An abiding, obedient, prayerful life is
the foundation of lasting spiritual joy, the joy of Jesus in our hearts.

Because we live in a spiritually hostile
world we need the protection of the Father (17:14-16).
In addition to joy, Jesus prayed for His disciples’ protection. Hatred was the word
Jesus used to describe the attitude of the world toward His followers. Because the
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disciples were not a part of this spiritually hostile world they would need divine
protection. Jesus prayed for the Father to preserve and protect His disciples.
Because the disciples, like Jesus, were not of the world the world hated them (17:14).
Jesus had faithfully taught and prepared His disciples. He had given them the
word, the teachings, that originated in the Father. What Jesus taught was the truth of
God. However, God’s truth runs counter to the world’s ways. Therefore, the world has
always stood against the ways of God and God’s people. Jesus went so far as to say that
the world “hated” His disciples. Just as they wanted to kill Jesus, so the world would
hate Jesus’ followers enough to kill them. The disciples, Jesus stated, were not a part of
the world any more than He was a part of the world. Those who have aligned themselves
with God through faith in Jesus Christ no longer identify with the spiritual system of
rebellion against God. The world wants us to conform to its nefarious mold, but we as
Jesus’ followers must conform to the truth of God and His Word.
Because the disciples, like Jesus, were not of the world they needed the Father’s
protection (17:15-16).
One way in which God might protect His people is to remove us from danger.
But Jesus did not pray for the Father to take the disciples out of the world. Neither
isolation nor insulation from the world are preferred over infiltration of this world by
God’s people. Instead of praying for the disciples to be removed from the world, Jesus
prayed that the Father would preserve and protect the disciples from the evil one. The
phrase “evil one” could be translated as “evil,” in the sense of the evil spiritual system of
rebellion against God, that is, the world. It’s also acceptable to translate the phrase as
“evil one,” referring to Satan, whom Jesus mentioned twice in the Upper Room
Discourse as the Prince of this world, the one who energizes this evil world system (John
14:30; 16:11). Since both Satan and the world are intermeshed, both ideas are feasible
simultaneously. Jesus prayed that the Father would protect His disciples from the evil
world and the evil one who stands behind this spiritually hostile world system. Again,
Jesus repeats the fact that His disciples are not of the world any more than He is of this
world. As followers of Jesus, we have a different home, a different spiritually
orientation, a different destination. Because the world is hostile to the truth of Jesus
Christ, we need God’s protection.

Because we live in a spiritually hostile
world we need the holiness of divine truth (17:17-19).
Finally, Jesus prayed for His disciples’ sanctification. Sanctification means to be
set apart from unholiness for God’s holy purposes. The disciples would need God’s
sanctifying work in their lives by which they would grow in spiritual purity even in the
middle of a corrupt world.
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Jesus prayed to the Father to sanctify the disciples by the word of truth (17:17).
Jesus prayed simply to the Father, “Sanctify them by the truth.” The truth of God
stands out from the falsehood of the world. Jesus’ followers would need to stand out
from the world, being set apart from the world by truth. Jesus then states, “Your word is
truth.” The truth of God is revealed in the Word of God, the Bible. Through the
scriptures we discover the life-changing truth about redemption in Jesus Christ—
justification by faith in Jesus and sanctification by submission to the Word. The Word of
God points out the way of holiness because God is a holy God. For us to stand out in the
world we must be remarkably different from the world. We must live lives of purity.
Practical holiness will reflect the holiness of God in an unholy world. That holiness is
possible only through the transforming work of God in our lives. The Word of truth must
be our constant guide toward a holy, contrasting lifestyle. Truth, absolute truth, is found
only in God’s Word.
Jesus was sending the disciples into the world just as the Father had sent Him into the
world (17:18).
Jesus acknowledged the fact that the Father had sent Him into the world. Jesus
came to fulfill God’s redemptive plan, a plan that included the incarnation, crucifixion,
and resurrection. Now Jesus was sending His disciples into the world. They, too, would
live incarnationally within a hostile world, suffer hardship and persecution, and share the
reality of eternal life in Jesus Christ. As followers of Jesus, we cannot hide from the
world but must engage the world in the life-altering reality of the cross and the empty
tomb. We must be bearers of the good news of Jesus Christ.
Jesus sanctified Himself for His disciples so that they could be sanctified by the truth
(17:19).
Jesus “sanctified” Himself for the sake of His disciples. Jesus is the holy Son of
God, perfectly set apart from sin and perfectly set apart to fulfill His redemptive purpose.
He died for us! He did so in order that we, His followers, might be sanctified, set apart to
eternal life and an eternity-oriented purpose. Jesus again indicated that our sanctification
comes by way of the truth. Truth separates us from error. The truth about Jesus Christ
sets up apart from the world to live holy lives and fulfill God’s purpose for our lives.
Jesus prayed to the Father that His disciples would experience joy, protection, and
sanctification in this spiritually hostile world. He wants His followers to stand out in this
world even though the world stands against us.
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Jesus’ High Priestly Prayer—Unity
(John 17:20-26)
Jesus prayed for us, for you and for me! In His High Priestly Prayer, recorded in
John 17:20-26, Jesus prayed first for Himself, then for His disciples, and finally for those
who would later come to faith through His disciples’ teachings—you and me. John
17:20-26 contains this portion of His prayer. In it Jesus prays for unity among His
followers. It shouldn’t surprise us that Jesus prayed for us. In fact, He continues to
intercede for us in heaven (Romans 8:34; Hebrews 7:25). In the same way the Holy
Spirit intercedes on our behalf (Romans 8:27). The Son and the Spirit are constantly
praying to the Father for us. As in His High Priestly Prayer, unity among Christians must
be a constant theme of Jesus’ intercession for us. Because Jesus made unity a priority in
His prayer, we should make unity a priority in our lives. Let’s learn to get along with one
another!

Jesus wants His
followers to be one (17:20-23).
In John 17:20-23 Jesus uses the word “one” four times (five times according to
some Greek manuscripts) and the word “in” five times in reference to unity within the
godhead and among God’s people. Jesus wants His followers to be one.
Christian unity reflects the unity within the triune godhead (17:20-21a).
Jesus expanded His prayer to include all who would believe through the message
of His disciples. He obviously knew that many, many people would put their faith in
Him. We would come to faith because the disciples would faithfully proclaim the good
news about Jesus. We, too, have the privilege of passing along that good news to others.
Jesus’ prayer for future believers focused on unity. He prayed that “all of them
might be one.” He describes the kind of unity He has in mind in terms of the unity
between Himself and the Father. We are to be one “just as” the Father is in the Son and
the Son is in the Father. Within the triune godhead there is an essential unity—God is
one God. However, individual human beings cannot be one in essence as God is one in
essence. Therefore, Jesus has in mind here a spiritual unity. All believers are joined
spiritually through new birth into a single family, into one body (1 Corinthians 12:13).
However, this spiritual unity must reveal itself in practical unity. Some Christians might
defend their divisiveness by claiming spiritual unity apart from practical unity. But true
spiritual unity demands practical unity. We have no excuse for not getting along with
other believers. Practical unity is a unity of relationship, of fellowship. The Son and the
Father enjoy unity of fellowship “in” each other. We, too, can experience unity of
fellowship within the church. Unity doesn’t demand uniformity, of course. There is
diversity within the body of Christ. But this diversity is no excuse for division. We are
one spiritually and we must learn to be one practically. This is Jesus’ prayer for us.
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Christian unity reveals to the world the redemptive mission of Jesus (17:21b).
Unity among believers is deeply related to our position “’in” God. Jesus prayed
that we might be “in” the Father and the Son. Many Greek manuscripts record Jesus as
praying that we might be “one” in the Father and the Son, an emphasis on His prayer for
unity that fits nicely within the context. Our spiritual and practical unity sends a
powerful message to the unbelieving world. When people see Christians of diverse
backgrounds working together in love for one another they will move closer to faith in
Jesus Christ. Jesus prayed that our unity would prompt the world to believe that the
Father sent the Son. Jesus’ identity and redemptive mission are revealed through the
loving oneness of His people (John 13:35).
Christian unity rests on the glory of Jesus which He shares with His followers (17:22).
Our unity as believers doesn’t stem from our own willpower. It’s based on the
work of Jesus Christ in our lives. Jesus describes this work as His “glory.” Earlier in this
prayer Jesus referred to His shared glory with the Father in heaven (John 17:5) and the
glory that emanates from His redemptive work on earth (John 17:4). Hebrews 2:10
connects Jesus’ work of bringing people into His glory with His suffering on the cross.
So, when Jesus states that He has given us the glory He received from the Father, He
must have in mind the redemptive work completed in us. We are glorified in our
redemption because we now are relieved of our sins and restored to fellowship with God.
This redemptive work within us makes it possible to be one, unified spiritually and
practically just as Jesus and the Father are one spiritually and relationally. We will get
along with other believers only when we recognize and rely on the deeply transforming
work of Jesus within us.
Christian unity reveals to the world the love of God for His people (17:23).
Our unity as believers is dependent on our faith relationship with Jesus Christ.
Jesus describes that relationship as His life within us: “I in them.” Later, Paul describes
this concept as “Christ in you, the hope of glory” (Colossians 1:27). Often Paul refers to
believers as being “in Christ” (Ephesians 2:6, 13), but he also says that Christ is in us.
These descriptions point to an intimate unity between the believer and the Savior. “I in
them,” Jesus said, and then, referring to the Father, “you in me.” The Father is “in” the
Son, and the Son is “in” believers. Therefore, we as followers of Jesus Christ have a
“perfected” unity that should become more and more evident in the way we live in
community with one another. Jesus repeats the idea that unity among believers will
prove to the world that the Father sent Him. In addition, the world will recognize that the
Father loves Jesus’ followers. Our unity reveals to the world the love of God for His
people. In fact, Jesus states the amazing truth that the Father loves us “just as” He loves
the Son! The infinite love of God the Father for God the Son is matched in the Father’s
love for us. Whenever we feel unloved or believe that God has abandoned us we can rest
on this revealed truth of the Father’s infinite love for His children.
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Jesus wants His
followers to be near (17:24).
It’s impossible to imagine unity apart from proximity. Because we are one with
Jesus, Jesus wants us to be near Him—eventually to be with Him throughout all eternity.
Jesus expressed His desire for His followers to be with Him (17:24a).
Again, Jesus addressed His prayer to the “Father,” this time stating His desire for
believers to be with Him. We as Jesus’ followers have been “given” to Jesus by the
Father, a truth that Jesus had expressed earlier in this prayer (John 17:6-10). Our identity
as believers is found in our relationship with God. Because the Father gave the disciples
and all future believers to Jesus, Jesus wants His followers to be “with” Him. He wants
us to be where He is. Jesus told His disciples that He was going to prepare a place for
them so that they could be with Him (John 14:1-3). Jesus wants us to be with Him in
heaven for all eternity.
Jesus expressed His desire for His followers to perceive His glory (17:24b).
In addition to being with Him, Jesus wants His followers to see His glory. The
word translated “see” carries the idea of thoughtful perception or observation. Although
no one can fully view the glory of God (Exodus 33:20), Jesus will allow us to see His
glory in heaven. This glory is that which the Father will give to Jesus, a restoration of
His heavenly glory that Jesus willingly veiled in His incarnation. The Father eagerly
restored Jesus’ glory because of His love for His Son. This love is an eternal love, a love
of God the Father for God the Son from before the foundation of the world. The Father
loves the Son and He loves us with the same love. Jesus loves us so much that He wants
us to be with Him in heaven throughout eternity. Because of this deep love and this deep
longing to be with us forever, we should be motivated to live in unity with one another
here and now.

Jesus wants His followers
to be permeated by love (17:25-26).
Divine love within the godhead has been planted within Jesus’ followers. Unity
among believers reveals this love.
Jesus acknowledged that His followers knew that the Father had sent Him (17:25).
Once again Jesus addresses His prayer to the Father, this time calling Him the
“righteous Father.” God is upright morally and He is perfectly just in all He does.
Righteousness is an attribute of God. Jesus said that the world didn’t know God. Jesus,
however, knows the Father. In His incarnation Jesus revealed the Father (John 14:9).
Furthermore, those who know Jesus know that He was sent by the Father. We cannot
dissociate the Father from the Son. To know God is to know Jesus Christ, His Son.
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Jesus made the Father’s reputation known to His followers so that they might be
characterized by love (17:26).
Jesus always did that which was according to the will of the Father (John 4:34).
In so doing, Jesus made the Father known to His followers. In fact, Jesus states that He
made the Father’s “name” known to us (compare John 17:6). The name encompasses the
character and reputation of God. Jesus revealed the Father as a loving God who seeks the
redemption of His fallen people. Jesus made the Father’s name known during His earthly
ministry and He continues to reveal the Father to all believers. We cannot know God
apart from Jesus Christ and His revealing work. Jesus reveals the Father’s love so that
the love of the Father for the Son “might be in them.” Jesus wants the love of God to
permeate our lives. The love of the Father resides in us because Jesus Himself lives in
us. The Father is in the Son, the Son is in us by faith, and therefore the Father’s love
resides within us as Jesus’ followers. Because the love of God permeates our lives we
can and must live in unity with one another. Only then will the world recognize the love
of God through the redemptive work of Jesus Christ. Because Jesus made unity a priority
in His prayer, we should make unity a priority in our lives.
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Jesus is Arrested
(John 18:1-14)
Jesus’ path to the cross really began at the moment of His birth, and before that in
the sovereign plan of God in eternity past. But that path took an intensive turn on the
night before the crucifixion. Having delivered His Upper Room Discourse and prayed
His High Priestly Prayer, Jesus left the Upper Room and led His disciples to the Garden
of Gethsemane. Although John doesn’t record Jesus’ agonizing prayers in Gethsemane,
we know that Jesus was fully aware that the hour of His sacrificial death was upon Him.
In the peaceful setting of that garden Jesus was betrayed, arrested, and led away to His
multiple trials and death. As we trace this path to the cross we must enter into the
fullness of the meaning and emotion of these events. Sorrow, sadness, and sacrifice
permeate the story. In the account of Jesus’ arrest we’re reminded that Jesus willingly
obeyed the Father’s will. He willingly surrendered His life for us.
Jesus didn’t hide from His enemies—
He offered Himself for our sins (18:1-3).
Through His prayerful encounter with God the Father, God the Son had prepared
Himself for the ensuing nightmare of His sacrificial atonement.
Jesus took His disciples to a garden across the Kidron Valley (18:1).
The Upper Room was located within the city walls of Jerusalem. From that
gathering place Jesus led His disciples down through the Kidron Valley to the slopes of
the Mount of Olives. The word “valley” describes a waterway that would be filled during
the rainy season and dry in the summer months, a wadi in today’s terms. The waters of
the Kidron Valley eventually made their way to the Dead Sea. Having taught His
disciples and prayed to the Father, Jesus led His disciples out of Jerusalem to a garden
east of Jerusalem, the Garden of Gethsemane.
Judas guided an arresting party to the place where Jesus frequently spent time with
His disciples (18:2-3).
John indicates that Judas the betrayer knew about the Garden of Gethsemane.
Jesus often took His disciples there. We can easily imagine that a garden setting,
probably shaded by olive trees, would have offered Jesus and His followers a peaceful
respite from the busy activities of the day. Jesus would have frequented this place often
during His travels to Jerusalem. It’s significant that Jesus again returned to this garden.
He didn’t intend to hide from Judas or from the path that led to the cross. Because Judas
was familiar with this place he easily guided a contingent of Roman soldiers to this place
(the word for “detachment” or “band” refers specifically to a Roman cohort, a subset of a
Roman legion). Joining this military detachment were servants of the chief priests and
the Pharisees. John provides some additional eyewitness color to the event, mentioning
the fact that the arresting party carried torches, lanterns, and weapons. The arresting
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party needed to arrest the right person without fear of escape, so they were equipped and
armed for the task. This scene portrays an armed crowd besieging a dangerous and
elusive criminal. But Jesus wasn’t elusive. He didn’t hide His whereabouts, but made
Himself readily available to fulfill His role as our redeemer.
Jesus didn’t deny His identity—
He openly declared His deity (18:4-9).
Although Jesus wasn’t elusive, He was powerful. He is God in the flesh. His
inherent power is evident in what took place as the guards attempted to arrest Him. Jesus
didn’t deny His divine identity or power.
Jesus identified Himself to the arresting party and they all fell to the ground (18:4-6).
Jesus knew in advance what was going to take place. He knew “all” that was
coming on Him. With boldness He went out to meet the arresting party and asked them
who they wanted. “Jesus the Nazarene,” they replied. Jesus openly identified Himself as
the one they sought. But much more than His human identity is wrapped up in Jesus’
response. “I am,” He said. John points out that Judas the betrayer was standing among
the arresting party, highlighting again his treachery and his role in identifying Jesus to the
soldiers. But Jesus’ simple reply, “I am,” had a powerful effect on the arresting party.
These soldiers and the representatives of the religious leaders immediately “went back”
and “fell down on the ground.” This reaction reveals that Jesus’ words identified Him as
deity, the great I Am of ancient times. Jesus is God. His words alone could paralyze an
army. But Jesus didn’t resist arrest. He offered Himself for our sins.
Jesus again identified Himself to the arresting party and secured the safety of His
disciples (18:7-9).
Jesus again asked the arresting party whom they were seeking. They again
answered, “Jesus the Nazarene.” We can picture these hardened soldiers and the others
cautiously rising to their feet. Jesus again answered, “I am.” He then insisted, since they
were looking only for Him, that they allow His disciples to go free. Having experienced
the power of Jesus’ words, the arresting party may have been more than eager to comply
with Jesus’ demand. John states that Jesus made this demand in order to fulfill His own
prediction, “I have not lost one of those you gave me” (John 17:12). Having declared His
identity and secured the safety of His disciples, Jesus was willing to be taken captive.
Jesus didn’t rely on force—
He accepted the Father’s will (18:10-11).
One disciple, Peter, made an effort to protect Jesus. While his intentions were
laudable, his actions didn’t fit Jesus’ redemptive purpose.
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Peter drew a sword and severed the ear of the High Priest’s servant Malchus (18:10).
Simon Peter, an impetuous fisherman turned disciple of Jesus Christ, reacted as
best he could to the threat to His master. Peter had in his possession a sword (compare
Luke 22:38). Impulsively, Peter drew his sword and lashed out at the first target within
reach, a servant of the high priest named Malchus. The fact that John alone includes
Malchus’ name indicates that John likely had some connection to the high priest’s
household staff. Peter, a fisherman, was apparently not skillful with a sword. Peter’s
inexperience coupled with the darkness and, possibly, Malchus’ reflexive reaction landed
the blow off center, merely severing the servant’s ear. Luke 22:51 states that Jesus
actually healed Malchus on the spot.
Jesus rebuked Peter and expressed His willingness to accept the Father’s will (18:11).
Jesus told Peter to put his sword back in its sheath, an act of peace and surrender.
Jesus didn’t intend to resist arrest or to rely on force. Instead, Jesus fully intended to
drink the cup that the Father had given Him. He would accept the Father’s will and
willingly give His life for our redemption.
Jesus didn’t resist arrest—
He submitted to the path of redemption (18:12-14).
Jesus willingly submitted to arrest. He knew that He must walk the path of
redemption.
The arresting party bound Jesus and took Him into custody (18:12).
Despite Peter’s show of aggression, the disciples escaped unharmed. Matthew
26:56 says that at this point the disciples deserted Jesus and fled. Apparently the soldiers
honored Jesus’ demand not to harm His disciples and declined to give chase. They had
been sent to arrest Jesus and Jesus alone. The arresting party—the Roman soldiers and
the servants of the Jewish leaders—under the leadership of the Roman military
commander (the Greek term refers to him as the leader of one thousand soldiers, although
the number of soldiers present at Jesus’ arrest must have been much smaller) arrested and
bound Jesus. They had secured their prize. Jesus, who by a spoken word could have
immobilized this mob, submitted to arrest and thereby submitted to the Father’s will.
The arresting party presented Jesus to the former high priest named Annas (18:13-14).
In those early morning hours the arresting party, probably by prearranged orders,
took Jesus to the house of Annas, a former high priest and the father-in-law of the current
high priest, Caiaphas. Within the complex politics of the Roman and Jewish balance of
power, the Romans retained the authority to appoint high priests. Annas had served in
that capacity many years earlier, but for several years Caiaphas had held that office. It
was Caiaphas who had previously stated that it was expedient that one man die on behalf
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of the Jewish people (John 11:49-50). Caiaphas likely meant that killing one man in
order to maintain peace with Rome was better than allowing a rebellion to occur. But his
words had a broader application according to John 11:51-52. John saw in these words the
sacrificial death of Jesus on behalf of the whole world. Jesus would endure multiple
trials before His crucifixion, the first of which would take place in the home of Annas.
Jesus had submitted Himself to the path of redemption. He willingly obeyed the Father’s
will. He willingly surrendered His life for us.
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Peter Denies Jesus
(John 18:15-27)
Jesus’ path to the cross included a series of trials before both religious and
political leaders. It also included desertion and denial on the part of His disciples. Peter,
the boldest of Jesus’ followers, the one who attempted to defend Jesus in the Garden of
Gethsemane by attacking one of the servants of the high priest, soon lost all courage and
blatantly denied any association with Jesus. Jesus was truly alone. He went to the cross
alone. He bore our sins alone. Through His lonely sacrifice Jesus opened the door for us
to become a part of His family.

Even though Peter wanted to be near
Jesus he failed to stand up for Him (18:15-18).
John interweaves the account of Peter’s denials with Jesus first trial before the
former high priest, Annas. To Peter’s credit, he wanted to be near Jesus. But while
risking proximity, Peter ended up denying His master.
A disciple known to the high priest gained access for Peter to enter the high priest’s
courtyard (18:15-16).
The arresting party had taken Jesus, bound, to the palace of Annas for an initial
trial. The disciples fled at Jesus’ arrest, but two of them followed Jesus at a safe distance.
An unnamed disciple accompanied Peter to the high priest’s palace. This unnamed
disciple is likely the same as the disciple who reposed at Jesus’ side during the Last
Supper. John 13:23 refers to this disciple as the one whom Jesus loved, a disciple who
had come to deeply appreciate the love of Jesus in his life (compare John 21:20). Since
John is the disciple who wrote this gospel it makes sense to identify him as this unnamed
disciple. In some way John and his family had connections with the high priest’s family.
John, therefore, was granted access to the high priest’s courtyard. He then vouched for
Peter who stood outside the gate. The maidservant tending the gate allowed John to bring
Peter into the high priest’s courtyard. It’s noteworthy that Peter wanted to be near Jesus.
A maidservant asked Peter if he was one of Jesus’ disciples and Peter denied his
relationship with Jesus (18:17).
As Peter entered the courtyard of the high priest, the maidservant tending the gate
asked Peter, “You are not one of this man’s disciples, are you?” The way in which she
asked the question implies that she expected a negative answer. Peter, unprepared for the
question and uncertain of his safety, denied Jesus by saying, “I am not.” While we can
understand Peter’s tenuous situation and the likelihood of a similar response had we been
in his sandals, Peter’s denial reminds us that we too often deny our association with our
Savior. He deserved better from Peter, and He deserves better from us.
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Peter blended in with others who were gathered around a fire in the high priest’s
courtyard (18:18).
The picture John paints includes a dark night, a charcoal fire that provided a
measure of warmth, and a collection of servants and attendants standing in the high
priest’s courtyard. It was cold, so Peter stood as near the fire as he could in order to keep
warm. He attempted to blend in, to avoid attention. Nearby, Jesus stood on trial for His
life. While Peter wanted to be near Jesus he wasn’t strong enough to stand up for Jesus.
Like so many of us, he merely wanted to blend in with the crowd.

Even though Jesus was without
fault He suffered abuse for us (18:19-24).
Jesus endured three distinct trials at the hands of Judea’s religious leaders, the
first before the former high priest Annas. During this trial, Jesus was unjustly abused.
Annas, the former high priest, interrogated Jesus about His followers and His
teachings (18:19).
Annas questioned Jesus about His disciples. He also interrogated Him about His
teachings. Obviously Annas was looking for information that might help strengthen the
case against Jesus in the eyes of the Roman procurator, Pontius Pilate. If Annas could
uncover a political plot among Jesus’ followers or discover incriminating words that
Jesus had spoken, he would have been successful in his quest.
Jesus stated that He had taught openly in public places and that those who heard Him
should testify to His teaching (18:20-21).
Jesus said nothing about His disciples to Annas, having already demonstrated His
intense desire to protect them. Of course, there was no political plot among Jesus’
disciples to reveal. Still, Jesus didn’t give Annas any information about the disciples.
Likewise, Jesus said nothing to Annas about His teachings. He merely pointed out that
He had spoken plainly and publicly to the “world.” His message carried global
implications! Jesus had taught in the synagogue and in the temple courts, the common
gathering places of the Jewish people. Jesus had nothing to hide. But in a legal trial,
those making accusations were responsible to gather their own witnesses. Jesus told
Annas to question those who heard Him teach. The people knew what Jesus had said.
Those who heard Jesus should be summoned to testify.
One of the high priest’s attendants struck Jesus and rebuked Him for answering the
high priest in such a way (18:22).
At this point in the trial an attendant standing nearby struck Jesus and
reprimanded Him for speaking to the high priest in this way. Although Jesus was
absolutely right in what He said, He received an unjust blow at the hand of this attendant.
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Jesus challenged the attendant to bring witnesses against Him if they had any
legitimate charge (18:23).
Jesus spoke to the attendant who struck Him and challenged him to produce the
necessary witnesses. If Jesus had spoken anything wrong, there should be witnesses to
testify to such falsehood. But if what Jesus said was right He didn’t deserve to be beaten.
Jesus had suffered the first of many injustices on the path to the cross.
Annas sent Jesus to Caiaphas, the current high priest, for further legal action (18:24).
Realizing that he didn’t have a case against Jesus and could elicit no confession,
Annas sent Jesus, still bound, to the current high priest Caiaphas. The first round of
religious trials ended with nothing for Annas to show for his efforts. Jesus was innocent.
He would suffer abuse and die as a spotless, holy sacrifice for the sins of the world.

Even though Peter tried to avoid notice
he failed to stand up for Jesus (18:25-27).
At this point John’s narrative returns to Peter. Peter had attempted to blend in
among those gathered around the charcoal fire in the high priest’s courtyard. But soon he
became the focus of further suspicions.
Some of the people standing around the fire in the high priest’s courtyard asked Peter
if he was one of Jesus’ disciples and Peter denied his relationship with Jesus (18:25).
While Peter stood by the fire warming himself in the cold night air some of those
gathered with him were observing him. They asked, as had the maidservant earlier, “You
are not one of his disciples, are you?” Again, their question was hesitant, implying an
expected negative response. Peter again denied the charges, repeating, “I am not.”
A servant of the high priest and relative of Malchus asked if he had not seen Peter with
Jesus in the Garden of Gethsemane and Peter denied the accusation (18:26-27a).
At this point one of the high priest’s servants got involved. This man was a
relative of Malchus, the man whose ear Peter had severed in the Garden of Gethsemane.
This man had been a witness to Jesus’ arrest. He asked in a more accusative tone,
“Didn’t I see you with him in the garden?” The way in which this servant framed his
question implied the expectation of a positive response. Surely this man was a follower
of Jesus!
After Peter denied Jesus for the third time, a rooster crowed (18:27b).
For the third time that night Peter denied Jesus. At that moment a rooster crowed.
Jesus had warned Peter about denying Him (John 13:37-38). The sound of the rooster
must have sent a chill down Peter’s spine. He had denied Jesus. He had denied his
231

master, the Messiah. Many of Jesus’ followers today likewise deny Jesus by their words
and actions. We fear what others may think, say, or do. Because Peter denied Jesus,
Jesus faced the cross alone. Through His lonely sacrifice Jesus opened the door for us to
become a part of His family.
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Jesus is Tried before Pilate
(John 18:28-40)
In order for Jesus to die by crucifixion it was inevitable that His path to the cross
would include a trial by the Roman governor, Pontius Pilate. In the political setting of
the day only Pilate could authorize a death sentence in Judea. The Jewish leaders had
already determined that Jesus must die, and they formalized this decision during Jesus’
religious trials. Now the civil trials would begin. Although Pilate would find no basis for
putting Jesus to death he would, nonetheless, send Jesus to the cross. In the midst of this
great injustice was the justifying work of God. Through Jesus death we can be justified,
declared right with God. Because the world did not acknowledge Jesus for who He is, it
sent Him to the cross. The way of the world stands in dark relief to the brilliance of Jesus
and His sacrificial death.

False piety fails to see
the need for Jesus (18:28-32).
The religious leaders, having tried Jesus and found no substantial charges against
Him, took Jesus to the Roman court to secure a death sentence while trying to maintain
their ceremonial purity for Passover. The irony is astounding. In their false piety the
Jewish leaders condemned an innocent man. They failed to see their deep and desperate
need for Jesus.
The Jewish leaders took Jesus to Pilate while maintaining their ceremonial purity
(18:28).
Jesus stood trial before Annas, then Caiaphas, and then the entire Jewish
Sanhedrin. John records only the first of these three religious trials and merely indicates
that the Jewish leaders led Jesus from Caiaphas to Pontius Pilate for the civil trials.
Pilate, the Roman governor of Judea, maintained his administrative capital in Caesarea,
but during the Jewish festivals he relocated to Jerusalem. The precise location of Pilate’s
palace in Jerusalem is debated, but it would have been near enough to the Temple to
monitor any subversive activity. Pilate would have conducted official business early in
the morning, so the Jewish leaders arrived early on that Passover morning. They would
not enter Pilate’s palace since entering the residence of a Gentile would render them
ceremonially unclean and unfit to engage in the Passover meal. They needed to maintain
their ceremonial purity in spite of their nefarious actions.
The Jewish leaders attempted to get Pilate to condemn Jesus without any significant
evidence (18:29-30).
Pilate harbored no love for the Jewish people and their practices, but he had
learned to accommodate some of their demands in order to maintain peace. He,
therefore, met the Jewish leaders outside his palace and asked what charges they had
against Jesus. The Jewish leaders dodged the question by stating that they would not
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have delivered Jesus to Pilate if Jesus were not guilty of something evil. In fact, the
Jewish leaders could barely trump up charges against Jesus significant enough to warrant
their own legal condemnation. They had no case to offer the Roman governor.
The Jewish leaders indicated to Pilate that they wanted Jesus put to death (18:31).
Pilate, no doubt irritated with this shabby indictment, told the Jewish leaders to
take Jesus and judge Him according to their own laws. Clearly this was a religious
matter. But the Jewish leaders stated plainly that they were seeking the death penalty.
Under Roman jurisdiction the Jews were restricted from putting anyone to death. In their
sinful minds, Jesus must die.
Jesus had already predicted that He would die by crucifixion (18:32).
Jesus would indeed die, but not for the reasons the Jewish leaders had in mind.
Jesus would die as the sacrifice for our sins. John indicates that the nature of Jesus’ civil
trial and the actions of the Jewish leaders worked to fulfill Jesus’ own prediction about
the nature of His death. Jesus had warned His disciples that He would be crucified
(Matthew 16:21; 20:17-19; John 12:32). Only the Romans could inflict the death
penalty, and that penalty would be carried out by crucifixion. In their false piety the
Jewish leaders maintained their ceremonial purity while unjustly delivering Jesus to
Pilate for crucifixion. They failed to see that, in fact, they needed Jesus to wash away
their sins.

Rejected truth fails to recognize
the identity of Jesus (18:33-38a).
If the Jewish leaders were guilty of false piety, Pilate became guilty of rejecting
truth. In so doing, he failed to recognize the true identity of Jesus.
Pilate interrogated Jesus about His claim to be the King of the Jews and Jesus probed
Pilate’s perspective on this claim (18:33-34).
Back inside his palace and away from the scrutiny of the Jewish leaders, Pilate
summoned Jesus and began the interrogation. He asked Jesus, “Are you the king of the
Jews?” Apparently this was the charge which the Jewish leaders had communicated to
Pilate. This charge would necessarily raise concerns with the Roman government in spite
of the fact that there was no evidence of insurrection. Jesus engaged Pilate in a
discussion, asking the governor if this charge came from him or others. This may, in fact,
have been a gracious question on Jesus’ part inviting Pilate to consider the nature and
reality of this claim. Was Pilate prepared to accept the truth about Jesus?
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Pilate questioned Jesus about His activities and Jesus indicated that His kingdom is
not of this world (18:35-36).
Pilate answered Jesus’ question with another question. “I’m not a Jew am I?” He
then placed the blame for Jesus’ trial on the Jews. Pilate stated that it was Jesus’
“people” and “chief priests” who had handed Him over for trial. So Pilate asked Jesus to
confess whatever actions may have led to His arrest. “What have you done?” he asked.
Jesus replied by declaring that He was indeed a king. However, Jesus’ kingdom “is not
of this world.” Jesus wasn’t attempting to raise a political kingdom in opposition to
Rome. Otherwise His servants would have struggled to prevent His being turned over to
the Jewish authorities. Instead, Jesus declared that His kingdom “is not from here,” not
of this world. Jesus’ kingdom is heavenly in origin, spiritual in nature, and more
powerful than any political kingdom can ever hope to be. This truth was completely
counterintuitive to someone like Pontius Pilate.
Pilate concluded that Jesus claimed to be a king and Jesus stated that He is a king who
testifies to the truth (18:37-38a).
Pilate understood Jesus correctly, asking expectantly, “So then, you are a king?”
Jesus affirmed Pilate’s conclusion and added that He was born for this purpose. He had
come into the world to be a king. Jesus’ miraculous birth and heavenly origin, lost on
Pilate, were laden with divine, royal authority. This royal purpose included the
proclamation of truth. Jesus came to be a king who would witness to the truth. Jesus had
earlier stated that He is the embodiment of truth (John 14:6). His heavenly origin and His
authoritative teachings revealed His divine nature, the ultimate source of truth.
Furthermore, Jesus stated that everyone characterized by truth would listen to Him.
Since Jesus is the embodiment of truth, those who value truth value Jesus and follow
Him. At this point Pilate ended the interrogation with his infamous, rhetorical, cynical
question, “What is truth?” Had Pilate been more spiritually astute he would have asked,
“Who is truth?” But by rejecting truth Pilate failed to recognize the true identity of Jesus,
the King of the Jews, the Lord of heaven, the Savior of the world.

Personal expediency fails to honor
the supremacy of Jesus (18:38b-40).
Having interrogated Jesus without arriving at a satisfactory conclusion, Pontius
Pilate now sought a path of expediency. He wanted to release Jesus while
acknowledging the charges of the Jewish leaders. But in his attempt he, along with the
Jewish leaders, failed to honor the supremacy of Jesus.
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Pilate declared to the Jewish leaders that he found no legitimate charges against Jesus
(18:38b).
Pilate went outside his palace and once again confronted the Jewish leaders. He
stated his legal opinion about Jesus, saying, “I find no crime in him.” The case against
Jesus carried no legal merit. Jesus had said and done nothing worthy of the death
sentence. This decision should have ended the matter, but Pilate sought to appease the
Jewish leaders.
Pilate offered to release Jesus in fulfillment of a longstanding Passover custom
(18:39).
Even though Jesus was innocent, Pilate was willing to acknowledge guilt in Jesus
and then release Him according to a longstanding practice of magnanimity. The very fact
that Pilate proposed this solution indicates that he was willing to unjustly declare Jesus
guilty of a crime. During previous Passover celebrations Pilate had granted the release of
a Jewish prisoner. Pilate suggested that he release “the king of the Jews,” Jesus. Had the
Jewish leaders accepted this recommendation Pilate could have smoothed over the
problem. He had no reason to view Jesus as anyone special, certainly not a king of any
kind of kingdom. Pilate failed to see in Jesus the supreme ruler of the universe.
The Jewish leaders shouted their desire to have Barabbas released and Jesus executed
(18:40).
Apparently the Jewish leaders were prepared for Pilate’s suggestion and they
already had in mind someone to be released in fulfillment of the custom. Therefore, they
“cried out” to Pilate not to release Jesus but to release instead a man named Barabbas.
They were unwilling to let Jesus walk away. They preferred Barabbas over Jesus.
Barabbas, John notes, was a rebel. For the sake of expediency, Pilate had suggested the
release of Jesus. Out of hatred the Jewish leaders asked for the release of Barabbas.
They failed to honor Jesus supremacy—His supreme moral character, His supreme
spiritual authority, His supreme nature as God in the flesh. Jesus is above all, but was
valued below a common criminal. Because the world did not acknowledge Jesus for who
He is, it sent Him to the cross. The way of the world stands in dark relief to the brilliance
of Jesus and His sacrificial death.
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Jesus is Beaten, Ridiculed, and Rejected
(John 19:1-15)
Hatred and injustice know no bounds. The human heart is desperately wicked,
seeking its own will over that of God. No place is this truth more evident than in the
treatment Jesus received at the hands of the Roman governor and the Jewish leaders
leading up to His crucifixion. The path to the cross included torture, ridicule, injustice,
hatred, and rejection. Jesus deserved none of this, of course. However, He endured it all
in order to save us from our sins. By submitting to ridicule and rejection Jesus pursued
our redemption.

Jesus submitted to torture and
ridicule to offer us redemption (19:1-6).
While Jesus could at any moment have called on the armies of heaven to rescue
Him, He instead submitted to the harsh and demeaning treatment of Pilate and his
soldiers.
Under Pilate’s orders the soldiers mocked and flogged Jesus (19:1-3).
Having had no success at uncovering any crime in Jesus and recognizing the
extreme political pressure of the situation Pontius Pilate ordered that Jesus be flogged.
Possibly this cruel torture would extract new information from Jesus or at least satisfy the
hatred of the Jewish leaders. The soldiers took great delight in torturing and ridiculing
their prisoner. They wove together a crown of thorns and forced it on Jesus’ head, the
thorns pressing painfully into His scalp. They took a purple coat, the color of royalty,
and wrapped it around Jesus in mockery of His claim to be a king. The soldiers then
paraded by Jesus over and over again (the verb form indicates the repeated nature of their
actions), mockingly proclaiming, “Hail, king of the Jews,” while striking Him with
painful blows. The scene is appalling to any merciful mind. Jesus submitted to this
treatment because He was determined to secure our salvation.
Pilate stated that he found no fault in Jesus and presented Him to the crowd (19:4-5).
Having exposed Jesus to this cruel and unjust torture, Pilate then went outside his
palace once again to encounter the religious leaders. He declared that he still found no
fault in Jesus. He then presented Jesus, beaten and bearing the crown of thorns and the
purple robe. Jesus would have looked like a fool, a defeated claimant to a pretended
throne. Displaying Jesus before the crowd, Pilate declared, “Behold the man!” There
stood Jesus, all human dignity destroyed, all divine authority unrecognizable apart from
the eyes of faith.
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The religious leaders shouted for Jesus to be crucified (19:6).
At the sight of Jesus the chief priests and their attendants called for His execution.
“Crucify, crucify,” they shouted. Pilate held to his conclusion that Jesus was innocent,
undeserving of death. Tauntingly he told the religious leaders, “You take him and crucify
him,” knowing full well that they had no authority to carry out this sentence. Pilate knew
that Jesus was innocent and likely hoped that the religious leaders would stand down
from their demand for Jesus’ death. After all, Jesus had been completely humiliated and
thoroughly tortured by the soldiers. We know that Jesus submitted to this most horrible
treatment as a necessary step on the path to the cross.

Jesus demonstrated silence and
restraint to offer us redemption (19:7-11).
Regrettably, Jesus’ torment wasn’t finished. His work of redemption had to be
completed. Therefore, Jesus responded to Pilate’s further questioning with silence and
restraint.
The religious leaders accused Jesus of claiming to be the Son of God (19:7).
The religious leaders refused to stand down from their demand for Jesus’
crucifixion. They informed Pilate that Jesus claimed not only to be a king but to be the
Son of God. This claim violated their Jewish laws, and their charge of blasphemy
demanded the death penalty. Jesus truly is the Son of God, God in the flesh, the Savior
of the world. Unrecognized by the religious leaders of His day, Jesus’ divine nature has
been recognized by His followers down through the centuries and around the globe.
Pilate became fearful and questioned Jesus further, but Jesus remained silent (19:8-9).
While Pilate cared little about Jewish law, he was deeply concerned about this
new charge because Roman superstition allowed for divine involvement in human affairs.
To claim to be a king of a heavenly kingdom was one thing. To claim divinity was
another. Pilate, who apparently already feared the political repercussions of his
involvement with Jesus, now sensed a deeper fear. Did Jesus in fact possess deity?
Pilate took Jesus back inside the palace and asked Him, “Where do you come from?”
Was there any truth to the accusation that Jesus claimed to be the Son of God? But Jesus
remained silent. Pilate’s actions didn’t warrant a response. Nor did Jesus need to defend
Himself. He knew that the cross was a necessary part of His redemptive work.
Pilate warned Jesus that he had the authority to execute Him but Jesus declared that
all authority comes from above (19:10-11).
Incensed over Jesus’ silence, Pilate warned Jesus that he possessed the power to
either release or crucify Him. At this Jesus declared that Pilate’s authority was not his
own. Pilate could do nothing apart from the will of God. His authority had been granted
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to him not by any earthly powers. Pilate’s power had been given to him from above.
God is still in control of His world, and He grants authority as He pleases for the
fulfillment of His purposes. Since Pilate wielded no independent authority, Jesus
concluded that the one who had handed Him over for crucifixion—Caiaphas and the
religious leaders—bore a greater sin. Pilate bore the sin of injustice, but the religious
leaders bore the greater sin of rejecting the Messiah, the rightful King of the Jews, the
very Son of God.

Jesus endured injustice and
rejection to offer us redemption (19:12-15).
Even though Pontius Pilate knew Jesus was innocent he unjustly sentenced Jesus
to death. He cowered to the threats of the Jewish leaders who blatantly rejected Jesus.
Injustice and rejection further characterized Jesus’ path to the cross.
The religious leaders threatened Pilate with the accusation of disloyalty to Caesar
(19:12).
Having held his final interview with Jesus, Pilate was eager to release Him. He
knew that Jesus was innocent. He may have even surmised that Jesus possessed some
supernatural qualities. However, Pilate was also intimidated by the clout of the Jewish
leaders who could undermine his political career. These religious leaders demanded
Jesus’ death. They threatened Pilate by saying that if he released Jesus he would not be
counted as a friend of Caesar. After all, Jesus claimed to be a king, and anyone who
made such a claim was, in their minds, speaking out against Caesar. How could Pilate
claim to be loyal to Caesar and release someone who claimed to be a king? This was no
idle threat. Pilate’s political position was often tentative. He had mistreated the Jews on
several occasions, and word had reached Rome about some of these indiscretions.
Another political blow could ruin his career.
Pilate took his seat to pronounce his official sentence and declared that Jesus was the
king of the Jews (19:13-14).
These threats on the part of the Jewish leaders seem to have tipped the scales of
injustice. At this point Pontius Pilate brought Jesus out to the people and sat at his
official judgment seat to pronounce his verdict. John mentions the location as a place
called the Stone Pavement, or in Hebrew Gabbatha, the Aramaic word for “ridge.” This
site would have been well known in the first century and probably added to the official
nature of Pilate’s pronouncement. John further mentions that these events took place on
preparation day of the Passover, most likely meaning Friday of that Passover week.
Preparation day had come to refer to the day before the Sabbath, that is, Friday. John
also mentioned that Pilate handed down his sentence at about the sixth hour. There is
some debate as to the actual time involved. Mark 15:25 says that Jesus was crucified at
the third hour. The Romans calculated time differently than the Jews. John’s “sixth
hour” was likely calculated from midnight, meaning that Pilate pronounced his sentence
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at 6:00 a.m. Mark’s “third hour” may have been calculated from sunrise, meaning that
Jesus was actually crucified at 9:00 a.m. Having heard the arguments and threats, Pilate
finally made his decision. He presented Jesus to them and said, “Behold, your king.” He
agreed to the charge that Jesus claimed to be a king and was therefore worthy of death.
He also, apparently, wanted to goad the Jewish leaders by describing Jesus as their king,
thereby reinforcing their impotence in the light of Rome’s authority. But Pilate had
stated his verdict. Jesus would die as the king of the Jews.
The religious leaders demanded Jesus’ crucifixion and acknowledged homage to
Caesar alone (19:15).
The religious leaders once again demanded that Pilate send Jesus to His death,
repeating their demand, “Take him away, take him away, crucify him!” Pilate asked,
“Shall I crucify your king?” Again, the animosity between Pilate and the religious
leaders was palpable. The chief priests retorted, “We have no king but Caesar!” This in
itself was a remarkable statement since the Jews deeply resented their subservience to
Rome. To declare Caesar as their king was a stunning admission. Furthermore, to prefer
Caesar over Jesus Christ, to reject Jesus as their Messiah, proved to be a tragedy of
history. Jesus was unjustly condemned by Pilate and maliciously rejected by the Jewish
leaders. He endured this injustice and rejection as necessary steps on the path to the
cross. By submitting to ridicule and rejection Jesus pursued our redemption.
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Jesus is Crucified
(John 19:16-24)
The cross of Jesus Christ marks the dividing line of human history. The
crucifixion was indeed a watershed event. The world hasn’t been the same since Jesus
died on the cross, and it never will be. Having endured a series of mock trials, Jesus
became not only the victim of human injustice but, more importantly, the volunteer for
divine justice. He died for our sins, satisfying the holy nature of a loving and just God.
Through faith in Jesus’ death on the cross we receive forgiveness, hope, and life. The
tragedy of the cross is the triumph of God’s love.

The cross reveals the
inhumanity of the human heart (19:16-18).
When Pilate sentenced Jesus to execution by crucifixion he revealed a great deal
about human nature. While we voice our concern for justice, while we claim to uphold
humanitarian ideals, deep down inside each and every one of us is polluted by sin. We’re
much more inhumane than we’d like to think. Our fascination with pain, suffering, and
death reveals the reality of the darkness of our souls. The cross revealed this inhumanity
of the human heart.
Pilate condemned Jesus to die on a cross (19:16).
Pontius Pilate will forever be a name associated with cruel injustice. While at
times throughout Jesus’ trial it appeared that Pilate sought Jesus’ release, when push
came to shove Pilate sacrificed justice for political security. John 19:16 says simply that
Pilate handed Jesus over to be crucified. Pilate knew that Jesus was innocent, yet he
pronounced the death sentence on the holy Son of God. Furthermore, Pilate condemned
Jesus to die by crucifixion. By all accounts ancient and modern, death by crucifixion was
indescribably horrible. It was absolutely inhumane to impale a person on a cross.
Nevertheless, this was the kind of death Jesus endured. Having pronounced this cruel
sentence, Pilate handed Jesus over to the Jewish authorities along with the Roman
soldiers, who were charged with carrying out Jesus’ execution.
Jesus carried His own cross toward the place of crucifixion (19:17).
As was customary for victims of crucifixion, Jesus was forced to carry His own
cross to the place of execution. We know from the parallel accounts that Jesus had been
so severely beaten prior to His sentencing that He was unable to carry His cross all the
way to Golgotha (Matthew 27:32; Mark 15:21; Luke 23:26). Still, when the cross was
laid on Jesus’ shoulders His disciples would have been reminded of His words, repeated
on at least two different occasions, “If anyone would come after me, he must deny
himself and take up his cross and follow me” (Matthew 10:38; 16:24). Carrying His own
cross, Jesus began the forced march to “the place of the skull”—Golgotha in Aramaic,
Calvary in Latin.
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Jesus was crucified between two criminals (19:18).
Once He had arrived at Golgotha, Jesus was crucified. His hands were nailed to
the crossbeam. He was hoisted into position. His feet were nailed to the upright beam.
There, in indescribable agony, Jesus hung, exposed for all to see. There, the Creator of
the universe was displayed in abject humility like a common thief. In fact, Jesus was
crucified between two thieves. It wasn’t by accident that Jesus was crucified in the
middle of this little group of executed castaways. The drama of redemption took center
stage for all to see. Humankind’s inhumanity stood in stark contrast to God’s infinite
love.

The cross reveals the
irony of the human perspective (19:19-22).
Due to a placard that Pilate displayed on Jesus’ cross we learn another lesson
about human nature. In an interesting twist of irony Jesus was charged with being a king,
while His accusers refused to acknowledge Him as such.
Pilate prepared a written placard for all to read, describing Jesus as the King of the
Jews (19:19-20).
It was common practice to identify victims of crucifixion with their crimes by
attaching a written charge to the cross of each victim. In Jesus’ case the charge read,
“Jesus of Nazareth, the King of the Jews.” Although Pilate, due to the political pressures
of the day, had conceded to crucify Jesus, he made one last stab at the pride of the Jewish
leaders. The written accusation against Jesus was designed to irk the Jewish
consciousness. The Jews had threatened Pilate with accusations of disloyalty to Caesar
(John 19:12) and then declared, “We have no king but Caesar” (John 19:15). Pilate’s
written charge against Jesus, posted for all to read, threw these statements back into the
faces of the Jewish leaders. Everyone who passed by the place of crucifixion would have
been able to read these charges, since Pilate ordered that they be written in Aramaic,
Latin, and Greek—the languages of religion, law, and commerce. No one could miss the
message.
The chief priests protested this title for Jesus, but Pilate refused to change it (19:2122).
Of course, the religious leaders reacted as Pilate intended. They took offense at
the written charge published on the cross. The chief priests went to Pilate in protest.
They wanted him to change the charge. Jesus, from their perspective of unbelief, wasn’t
really the king of the Jews. They wanted the placard to indicate that Jesus merely
claimed to be the king of the Jews. Defiantly, Pilate responded, “What I have written, I
have written.” Therein lays the irony. The Gentile governor declared that Jesus was the
king of the Jews, whereas the Jewish religious leaders rejected this identification. Pilate
had no problem executing a Jewish king, whereas the Jews would have never executed a
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Jewish king. However, the Jewish leaders failed to see Jesus as the rightful king of the
Jews. This is the irony of unbelief. Our perspective doesn’t make something right or
wrong, true or false. Right and truth lie in the object itself. Even though the Jewish
leaders rejected Jesus as their king, He is king nonetheless. Even though people today
reject Jesus as Lord, He is Lord nonetheless. Our perspective doesn’t determine reality.

The cross reveals the
insensitivity of the human appetite (19:23-24a).
As the drama of the crucifixion unfolded, another set of actors reappeared on the
stage. The soldiers who led Jesus to Golgotha and who nailed Him to the cross now
divided Jesus’ belongings among them. Their insensitivity to this dying victim reveals
the insensitivity of our human appetite, our desire to accumulate possessions, power, and
fame at the expense of others.
The soldiers divided Jesus’ cloak among them while He hung on the cross (19:23a).
It was customary for soldiers to lay claim to the personal possessions of those
being executed. There were apparently four soldiers who were responsible for crucifying
Jesus. Once Jesus was secured to the cross, the soldiers took His only possessions—His
cloak and His tunic—and divided these articles among them. At the foot of the cross, in
the presence of our suffering Savior, these soldiers uncaringly tore apart Jesus’ cloak and
divided the four pieces of material, each taking his share. Jesus’ worth, in their eyes, had
been reduced to a few strips of torn cloth. Such was the insensitivity of these hardened
men. Such is the insensitivity of many hardened hearts today that see no value in Jesus,
the one who died on the cross for our sins.
The soldiers cast lots for Jesus’ seamless tunic, His only valuable possession (19:23b24a).
In addition to His outer cloak, Jesus wore a tunic. This article of clothing may
have been the most valuable possession Jesus ever owned. It was seamless, woven in a
single piece from top to bottom, indicating a higher level of quality. Because this tunic
carried extra value, the soldiers agreed not to tear it into equal portions. Instead, they cast
lots to determine who would take possession of this item. One “lucky” soldier went away
that day with this special prize. Such was the insensitivity of their hearts toward their
victim who hung in agony on the cross.

The cross reveals the
sovereignty of the divine will (19:24b).
While the cross of Jesus Christ reveals a great deal about the human heart, it also
reveals the heart of God. God planned from eternity past to provide the only possible
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atoning sacrifice for our sins. This sovereign will of God, predicted in the Old
Testament, was revealed at the cross.
The actions of the soldiers fulfilled an Old Testament prophecy (19:24b).
Having described the incident of the soldiers’ division of Jesus’ clothing, John
pointed out that their actions fulfilled an Old Testament prophecy. Psalm 22, written by
King David a thousand years before Jesus, is a Messianic Psalm. It describes the
Messiah’s agonizing death and His separation from God the Father. Psalm 22:18 states,
“They divide my garments among them and cast lots for my clothing.” John quotes this
verse, proving that what the soldiers did at the foot of the cross was in accordance with
God’s divine plan of redemption. The Messiah would be rejected, executed, and so
devalued in the eyes and hearts of people that even His clothing would be divided by
casting lots.
God planned in advance that His Son would be treated as He was so that we can come
to Him as we are.
God the Father knew all along that His Son would have to die an undignified
death in order for us to be restored to fellowship again. We can’t possibly change our
own hearts. We can’t wash away our own sins. We need a Savior. Thankfully we have
that Savior. We have Jesus Christ. Thankfully He accepts us just as we are, laden with
sin and guilt. Thankfully He took our sins on Himself as He died on the cross. God
planned in advance that His Son would be treated as He was so that we can come to Him
just as we are. Through faith in Jesus’ death on the cross we receive forgiveness, hope,
and life. The tragedy of the cross is the triumph of God’s love.
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Jesus’ Final Words and His Sacrificial Death
(John 19:25-30)
The path of redemption led Jesus to the cross. Crucified in our place, crucified
for our sins, Jesus uttered His final words before dismissing His spirit. John’s Gospel
presents a succinct account of Jesus’ death, including three statements Jesus made that
aren’t recorded in the other Gospels. These three statements provide an outline for John
19:25-30. Jesus expressed compassion for His mother, Mary. He acknowledged His own
thirst and received some relief from the onlookers. He then declared that His work was
finished. At that point Jesus died—not having His life taken from Him but willingly
surrendering His life for us. Jesus’ finished work of redemption invites us to a restored
relationship with God.

In His dire agony Jesus showed
deep compassion for His mother Mary (19:25-27).
Not everyone abandoned Jesus at the time of His crucifixion. Several women and
at least one of His disciples witnessed His suffering on the cross.
Jesus’ mother and some other women stood nearby and witnessed His crucifixion
(19:25).
There were a number of women who followed Jesus and supported Him in His
earthly ministry, and several of them were present at the time of Jesus’ crucifixion.
Mary, Jesus’ mother, was prominent among these witnesses. Certainly Simeon’s
prophecy about a sword piercing Mary’s heart, as recorded in Luke 2:35, was fulfilled in
this moment. Mary, who had swaddled Jesus as a baby now watched her son writhe in
agony on the cross. With Mary were her sister (probably Salome, the mother of James
and John based on Matthew 27:55 and Mark 15:40), Mary the wife of a man named
Clopas (possibly the mother of two other disciples, James the Younger and Joses), and
Mary Magdalene. It’s unfortunate that Mary Magdalene has been mistaken for the sinful
woman who washed Jesus’ feet with her tears (Luke 7:36-39). Mary Magdalene was free
from such a reputation but had been delivered from demon possession by Jesus and had
subsequently shown her gratitude by faithfully following Him (Luke 8:2). These four
women were present to witness Jesus’ crucifixion and their presence, no doubt, brought
at least some sense of comfort to Jesus as He looked at them from the cross.
Jesus entrusted His mother to the care of one of His closest disciples (19:26-27).
However, even though the presence of these women might have comforted Jesus
to an extent, the presence of His mother concerned Him deeply. Near Mary was “the
disciple whom he loved,” presumably a reference to John. Jesus engaged in yet another
act of compassion even as He hung on the cross. Although Jesus had half-brothers who
could have cared for Mary, these didn’t believe in Him and were likely not present at the
crucifixion. Therefore, Jesus entrusted Mary to John’s care. He said to Mary in the most
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respectful and tender terms, “Dear woman, here is your son,” pointing her toward John.
He then said to John, “Here is your mother.” Jesus loved His mother and entrusted her to
the beloved disciple. At that point John took Mary to “his own” home (compare the same
phrase in John 1:11). Presumably, John and his family maintained living quarters in
Jerusalem as well as Galilee. He took Jesus’ grieving mother away from the scene of
agony and death to the safety of that home. Jesus’ words to His mother from the cross
proved His love for her, and His sacrificial death proves His love for us. In His dire
agony Jesus showed deep compassion for His mother.

In His redemptive work Jesus
fulfilled the prophecies of Scripture (19:28-29).
Jesus fully understood His redemptive mission and the Old Testament prophecies
relating to His sacrificial death. In His second statement from the cross recorded by
John, Jesus indicated that He was thirsty.
Knowing that the end of His redemptive work drew near Jesus said that He was thirsty
(19:28).
As the time of His death drew near, Jesus knew that everything necessary for our
redemption was finished. But to fulfill one more prophecy of Scripture, Jesus said, “I
thirst.” Psalm 22:15 was most likely prominent in Jesus’ mind, a messianic prediction
about His searing thirst. Likewise, Psalm 69:21 refers to vinegar as the beverage offered
to quench that thirst. Jesus had earlier refused to accept a sedative concoction (Matthew
27:34). Now, however, Jesus welcomed a non-sedating, albeit bitter, drink.
The soldiers gave Jesus a taste of wine vinegar to ease His thirst (19:29).
A jar of cheap sour wine vinegar was apparently available for the guards at the
crucifixion site. One of the guards, possibly as an act of mercy, soaked a sponge with
some of this wine vinegar, put the sponge on the end of a hyssop stick, and lifted it to
Jesus’ parched lips. This small token of relief may have been enough to enable Jesus to
utter His final words from the cross.

With His final words Jesus released
His spirit in a volitional act of sacrifice (19:30).
After hours of grueling agony on the cross Jesus finally died. His death, however,
was unlike any other. No one took His life. Instead, He gave His life. He dismissed His
spirit as a volitional act of sacrifice for our sins.
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Jesus declared that His redemptive work was finished (19:30a).
Having received the wine vinegar, Jesus was able to declare with resonating
assurance, “It is finished!” This was the same word used in verse 28 to describe Jesus’
confidence in the completion of His work. This simple phrase, a single word in the
original Greek, carries great significance. Jesus came into this world to redeem us from
our sins. His sacrificial death completed that work. There is nothing left that we must
add to secure our salvation. We must simply believe. Faith alone in Jesus Christ alone is
all that’s required. His finished work on the cross assures us that His work was
sufficient, satisfactory, and worthy of our trust. Those who try to add to Jesus’ finished
work of redemption by relying on their own efforts and good works fail to grasp His
declaration from the cross, “It is finished!” Our salvation has been won by the one who
died for us.
Jesus bowed His head and released His spirit in death (19:30b).
Having finished His redemptive work, Jesus laid His head down as if in sleep and
willfully surrendered His spirit to the Father. Previously Jesus had stated that no one
would take His life from Him but that He would lay it down Himself (John 10:17-18).
He also promised that He would rise from the dead, a promise that He would soon fulfill.
But for the moment Jesus was dead. He had completed His redemptive work. He had
given His life as an atoning sacrifice for our sins. The darkness that covered the land
mimicked the darkness of the moment, the darkness of the human heart. But in that
darkness there was hope. Jesus’ finished work of redemption invites us to a restored
relationship with God.
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The Confirmation of Jesus’ Death
(John 19:31-42)
Jesus was dead. Having been crucified at the hands of the Romans because of the
demands of the Jewish leaders, Jesus willingly surrendered His life into the loving arms
of God the Father. Jesus was truly dead. John 19:31-42 records confirming evidence for
the actual, physical death of Jesus. His death is an essential element of the gospel
message. Jesus died for our sins. His physical death made possible His physical
resurrection, another essential element of the gospel. In 1 Corinthians 15:3-4 Paul
describes the gospel as the death and resurrection of Jesus, including Jesus’ burial as a
proof of His death.
In writing his Gospel, John may have been aware of some growing heresies in his
day that claimed that Jesus never really died. Docetism rejected the full humanity of
Jesus and therefore claimed that Jesus merely appeared to die. Gnosticism likewise
denied Jesus’ physical death, separating physical and spiritual realities in a twisted
version of Christianity. In fact, one Gnostic writer claimed that Jesus masked His
appearance in such a way that it was actually Simon of Cyrene who, having carried Jesus’
cross, died that day on that very same cross! Later, Islam would deny the physical death
of Jesus. The Koran states that Jesus only appeared to die, since Allah would never allow
a prophet like Jesus to die at the hands of His enemies. These false teachings about
Jesus’ actual death reinforce the importance of John 19:31-42. Jesus truly died, and the
events immediately following His death confirm this fact. Jesus’ death as a sacrifice for
our sins was absolutely necessary for us to receive eternal life. Jesus really died so that
you and I can really live.
Jesus’ physical death was
confirmed by the Roman soldiers (19:31-34).
The events that took place at the cross proved beyond doubt that Jesus had died.
The Roman soldiers, experts at execution, confirmed His death by their actions.
The Jewish leaders asked Pilate to speed up the death of those who had been crucified
in order to honor the Sabbath Day (19:31).
It was Preparation day, that is, the day preceding the Sabbath—Friday in modern
terms. This was a special Sabbath because it coincided with Passover. The Jewish
leaders were eager to enjoy the Passover feast at sundown. They also wanted, in their
own perverted way, to honor the Old Testament laws. They saw no problem in
crucifying an innocent man, but they were eager to have Jesus’ body removed from the
cross before sundown. Deuteronomy 21:22-23 forbid leaving an executed criminal
exposed overnight and required burial before nightfall. With this in mind, the Jewish
leaders petitioned Pilate to hasten the death of those who had been crucified that day—
Jesus and the two thieves on either side of Jesus. A victim of crucifixion could languish
on the cross for hours and even days. Breaking the legs of one who had been crucified
would make it impossible for the victim to push his body up and thereby open his airways
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to breath. To break the legs of someone who was crucified would ensure death by
asphyxiation in a matter of minutes.
The soldiers broke the legs of those who were crucified on either side of Jesus (19:32).
Pilate honored the Jewish leaders’ request and ordered the soldiers to break the
legs of those who had been crucified. The soldiers, no doubt delighted to shorten their
day’s work, carried out this act immediately. They broke the legs of the first thief, and
then the second. Death would come quickly to these men.
Because Jesus was already dead the soldiers did not break His legs but instead pierced
His side with a spear (19:33-34).
However, when the soldiers came to Jesus they realized that He was already dead.
Jesus had endured extreme torture—beatings and a flogging—in addition to crucifixion.
But even more significantly, Jesus had dismissed His spirit to the Father. He gave His
life for us. Therefore, the soldiers didn’t bother to break Jesus’ legs. Instead, one of the
soldiers ran his spear into Jesus’ side to make certain that Jesus was dead. From Jesus’
side flowed blood and water, signs of the fact that Jesus was physically dead. The
Roman soldiers, experts at execution, confirmed that Jesus had died. Furthermore, their
actions fulfilled ancient prophecies, a fact that John would highlight in this account.
Jesus’ physical death was confirmed
by John’s eyewitness testimony (19:35-37).
John, the disciple of Jesus and the author of the Gospel that bears his name, was
an eyewitness to Jesus’ death. He claims that his testimony is trustworthy. He also
referenced Old Testament prophecies that predicted aspects of Jesus’ death.
The author, John, testified personally to the events that took place at the cross (19:35).
John states that he, “the one having seen” these events, bore eyewitness testimony
to Jesus’ death. That testimony, he claimed, is “true.” Then John states that “that one”
knows the truthfulness of this testimony. By “that one” John may have Jesus in mind, but
more likely he is simply emphasizing the trustworthiness of his own testimony. John’s
testimony was “true,” and he spoke “truthfully.” In 1 John 1:1-3 John again emphasized
the veracity of his eyewitness account of Jesus. The importance of this eyewitness
testimony is evident. John wanted his readers to believe. In John 20:31 John specifically
states that he wrote his Gospel so that those who read it would “believe that Jesus is the
Christ, the Son of God” and through belief receive life in Jesus’ name. John’s eyewitness
testimony confirmed the physical death of Jesus on the cross.
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The events surrounding Jesus’ death perfectly fulfilled Old Testament prophecies
(19:36-37).
In addition to his own eyewitness account of Jesus’ death, John brings forward the
testimony of prophetic Scripture. According to Exodus 12:46 and Numbers 9:12, the
Jews were not to break any bones in the sacrificial Passover lambs. Because Jesus is our
Passover lamb, it was necessary to satisfy these commands. More specifically, John cites
Psalm 34:20 which predicts that not one bone would be broken—applying this verse to
the Lord Jesus Christ as a messianic prediction. The fact that the soldiers didn’t break
Jesus’ legs was prophetically pertinent. John then cites Zechariah 12:10 which
anticipates a day in which the Jewish people will look on their Messiah “whom they
pierced.” The soldier’s act of piercing Jesus’ body with a spear fulfilled this prophetic
description of the Messiah. These very details of prophecy and their fulfillment again
prove the authority of God’s Word as well as the certainly of Jesus’ physical death.
Jesus’ physical death was confirmed by
His burial in the garden tomb (19:38-42).
Jesus’ burial and the way in which He was buried confirm the fact that Jesus had
truly died physically. First Corinthians 15:4 includes Jesus’ burial as a confirming proof
of His sacrificial death, the core of the gospel message. All four Gospels include the
burial of Jesus’ as a part of the redemptive story and the backdrop to the Jesus’
resurrection.
Joseph of Arimathea secured permission to retrieve and bury Jesus’ body (19:38).
A man from the village of Arimathea by the name of Joseph for the first time
enters into the story of Jesus. Joseph was a wealthy member of the Jewish Sanhedrin that
had voted to crucify Jesus (Mark 15:43). He had, apparently, not consented to this
decision but had so far kept his belief in Jesus as the Messiah a secret. He feared what
others would think about him. How many Christians have shrunk from their gospel
witness due to fear of others! But now, at last, Joseph stepped up publicly and requested
from Pilate the responsibility of caring for Jesus’ burial. Pilate granted Joseph
permission, and Joseph went to the place of crucifixion to provide a proper burial for
Jesus. Joseph likely had help in taking Jesus’ body from the cross, carrying out the
gruesome task of removing the nails, and finally transporting the body to the place of
burial. No longer did Joseph hide his faith.
Joseph along with Nicodemus prepared Jesus’ body for burial according to Jewish
customs (19:39-40).
Another Jewish leader by the name of Nicodemus joined Joseph in burying Jesus.
Nicodemus had previously interviewed Jesus and learned about spiritual rebirth (John
3:1-3). He had also pointed out to the other Jewish leaders that they should not condemn
Jesus until they had heard Him (John 7:50-52). Nicodemus, like Joseph of Arimathea,
250

would not have consented to Jesus’ crucifixion. Now that Jesus was dead, Nicodemus
helped Joseph bury Jesus. Nicodemus brought about seventy-five pounds of aromatic
spices—myrrh and aloes—to use in the burial procedures. This generous contribution
demonstrated, no doubt, Nicodemus’ great respect for Jesus. Together, Joseph and
Nicodemus wrapped Jesus’ body, incorporating the spices into the linen strips (grave
clothes). This procedure followed the standard Jewish burial customs of the day.
Joseph and Nicodemus buried Jesus in a nearby garden tomb (19:41-42).
Having wrapped His body, Joseph and Nicodemus buried Jesus. Near the place
of crucifixion, which would have been outside the city walls of Jerusalem, was a garden
and in that garden a new tomb. Tombs were carved from the stone outcroppings around
the city. These served as temporary resting places for a deceased person’s body while it
decayed. The bones would then be relocated to a smaller burial vault. This garden tomb
had never been used before. It seemed a fitting place for Jesus’ burial. Joseph and
Nicodemus tenderly placed Jesus’ body in this new tomb. Its proximity to the place of
crucifixion also made it possible for these highly religious men to complete their work
before sundown on that Preparation day. No doubt others observed these burial
proceedings and took note of the location of Jesus’ tomb. Events that transpired on the
third day would prove this to be true. But for now Jesus was dead, His body buried. His
burial confirmed His death. Jesus’ followers had lost their leader. Most assumed that
their dreams of a Messiah and His kingdom were lost forever. But God had a greater
plan. Jesus’ death would result in life. Jesus really died so that you and I can really live.
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Surprised by the Empty Tomb
(John 20:1-10)
Imagine the surprise! Jesus had been crucified and buried. His followers were, so
far, unable to grasp the significance of His promise of a resurrection. Instead they had
concluded that Jesus’ mission died with Him. However, out of respect for their beloved
teacher some of the women who followed Jesus went back to Jesus’ tomb early on the
morning after the Sabbath. Try to imagine their surprise as they arrived and discovered
an empty tomb. Try to imagine the surprise of the disciples who soon arrived and found
the abandoned grave clothes. Imagine your own surprise at discovering that Jesus is alive
today, active in this world, even working in your own heart. Surprise over the empty
tomb can turn into faith, faith in the risen Jesus. Let’s follow the initial events of that
resurrection morning, specifically as they revolved around Mary Magdalene, Simon
Peter, and John.

Like Mary, we might be anxiously
surprised by the empty tomb (20:1-2).
Few people venerated Jesus like Mary Magdalene. Before she encountered Jesus,
Mary had been the victim of demon possession. According to Mark 16:9 Jesus had cast
seven demons out of Mary. For this act of mercy Mary was forever grateful to Jesus. It’s
understandable, therefore, to read that Mary was the first to arrive at Jesus’ tomb and the
first to see the risen Lord.
Mary Magdalene went to Jesus’ tomb and discovered that the stone covering the
entrance to the tomb had been removed (20:1).
It was early on the first day of the week. Mary Magdalene had, apparently, made
arrangements to meet some of the other women who were followers of Jesus at His tomb
that morning (Matthew 28:1; Mark 16:1). Mary arrived first and discovered that the
stone that had covered the entrance to the tomb had been removed. She must have
looked inside and, though the morning light was dim, realized that Jesus’ body was gone.
Mary hadn’t expected to find an open, empty tomb. She certainly didn’t expect the
resurrection. Mary experienced an anxious kind of surprise. Her anxiety would have
prompted her to ask any number of questions. Who had opened the tomb? Who had
taken away Jesus’ body?
Mary ran and mistakenly reported to Peter and John that someone had taken Jesus’
body from the tomb (20:2).
Mary quickly ran to Simon Peter and John, whose whereabouts must have been
known among Jesus’ followers. John consistently refers to himself in his gospel as “the
disciple whom Jesus loved.” This description was not a comparison to Jesus’ other
disciples as if John felt he held a unique position in Jesus’ heart. Instead it reflects the
wonder that John sensed in being loved by God’s own Son. When Mary found Peter and
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John she told them that someone had taken their Lord’s body out of the tomb. She said,
“We (possibly referring to the other women who went to meet Mary at Jesus’ tomb) don’t
know where they have put him.” Mary was anxious for answers. She was concerned
about the empty tomb. Her anxiety would soon turn to joy as she would be the first to see
the risen Lord. But for the moment the empty tomb prompted anxious thoughts. Even
today the truth about Jesus’ empty tomb can be unsettling to those who haven’t yet
placed their faith in Jesus. The empty tomb challenges our naturalistic worldview. It
forces us to consider the claims of Jesus Christ. We might find that, like Mary, we’re
anxiously surprised by the empty tomb.

Like Peter, we might be curiously
surprised by the abandoned grave clothes (20:3-7).
Surprise and curiosity go hand in hand. Peter was surprised when he arrived at
the empty tomb and examined the abandoned grave clothes. The New Testament’s
description of the resurrection may peak our curiosity as well. Will our curiosity drive us
to explore the claims of Jesus in greater depth?
Peter and John ran to the tomb and John, who arrived first, observed the abandoned
grave clothes from outside the tomb (20:3-5).
After Mary Magdalene informed Peter and John about the empty tomb these two
disciples made a bee line to the burial site. John outran Peter, possibly being the younger
of the two, and arrived at the empty tomb first. From the entrance to the tomb John
merely looked inside and “saw” (a basic word in Greek for seeing or taking notice of
something) the grave clothes lying where Jesus’ body had been. John, however, didn’t
enter the tomb immediately. He waited for Peter to arrive.
Peter, who arrived after John, entered the tomb and examined the abandoned grave
clothes (20:6-7).
When Peter arrived at the empty tomb he, in characteristic form, rushed right into
the empty tomb. He “saw” (a different Greek term that indicates examination and
contemplation) the grave clothes and even the separate cloth that had covered Jesus’
head. This little cloth covering had been wrapped up and placed by itself in what appears
to have been an intentional act of unhurried care. Peter closely examined the abandoned
grave clothes, contemplating their significance. His surprise over the empty tomb was
appropriately accompanied by a sense of curiosity. As Peter examined the grave clothes
he must have mulled over in his mind what had taken place that morning. Why would
someone steal a body and leave behind the grave clothes? Why would someone take the
time to fold the head covering? The truth had not yet settled into his mind that Jesus was
alive. But Peter’s curiosity would soon be satisfied by reports of Jesus’ resurrection as
well as Peter’s own eyewitness encounters with Jesus. Our surprise over the empty tomb
may likewise prompt questions, and our curious minds may move us to a position of
faith.
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Like John, we might be pleasantly
surprised by resurrection faith (20:8-10).
Mary Magdalene and Peter weren’t the only ones who were surprised by the
empty tomb on that resurrection morning. John, too, was caught by surprise. When he
saw the empty tomb and the abandoned grave clothes his heart moved from surprise to
faith.
Upon entering the empty tomb John believed (20:8).
John had stood outside Jesus’ empty tomb while Peter went inside and examined
the evidence. John then entered the tomb. He “saw” (yet a different Greek term that
means to perceive, that is, to see the significance of something) and he “believed.” In
that moment of insight John understood that Jesus was alive. He believed like he had
never believed before. His surprise turned into true and lasting faith in Jesus Christ.
The disciples still didn’t understand from Scripture that Jesus had to rise from the
dead (20:9-10).
John went on to explain that the disciples did not yet grasp fully the promise of
Jesus’ resurrection, particularly as it was revealed in the Old Testament scriptures. Later,
Peter would cite Psalm 16:8-11 and Psalm 110:1 as predictions of the Messiah’s
resurrection (Acts 2:25-28, 34-35). The truth of Jesus’ resurrection caught His disciples
by surprise, but their surprise soon turned into life-changing faith. Verse 10 simply states
that Peter and John returned to their home after examining the empty tomb. Mary
Magdalene would soon encounter the resurrected Jesus, and Jesus would appear to His
disciples before the day was over. The resurrection morning was characterized by
surprise, anxiety, curiosity, and faith. Surprise over the empty tomb can turn into faith,
faith in the risen Jesus.
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Jesus Appears to Mary Magdalene
(John 20:11-18)
The first person to see the resurrected Jesus was Mary Magdalene. Mary was a
devoted follower of Jesus. Earlier in His ministry, Jesus had delivered Mary from seven
demons (Mark 16:9). Mary had followed Jesus throughout His earthly ministry (Luke
8:1-3), and had witnessed His death and burial (Matthew 27:55-61). She would now
have the privilege of being the first person to see Jesus after the resurrection. John 20:1118 presents the account of Mary’s encounter with Jesus. The account is filled with
emotion and truth. It records a precious moment in the life of a devoted follower of
Jesus. In addition, this passage reminds us that the resurrection of Jesus Christ is a lifechanging message. We can’t walk away from the resurrection unchanged. Through
Mary’s encounter with Jesus after the resurrection we are reminded of four great spiritual
opportunities.

The message of the empty tomb reminds us that
we should be actively seeking Jesus (20:11-13).
Mary went to Jesus’ tomb that resurrection morning in order to see Jesus. She
didn’t expect to see Jesus alive, but she sought comfort in being near Him and desired to
add further care to His body that was so hastily buried on the evening of the crucifixion.
In her time of deepest sorrow Mary looked for Jesus.
Mary was still in deep sorrow, but she was seeking Jesus. She, along with some
of the other women who had followed Jesus, got up early to go to the tomb. They
anticipated finding Jesus’ body where they had seen it laid at the time of His burial. But
when they arrived, the tomb was empty. They concluded that someone must have
relocated the body, so they quickly sent for Peter and John. Peter and John arrived,
examined the empty tomb, and left. At least John left with a seminal belief that Jesus
was alive (John 20:8-9), but he apparently did not share this idea with the women at the
tomb.
After Peter and John left the empty tomb, Mary lingered. She was still seeking
Jesus, and she was still overwhelmed with grief. Verse 11 says that Mary stood outside
the tomb crying—more accurately, sobbing uncontrollably. As she sobbed, she stooped
over to look inside the empty burial chamber. In her time of deepest sorrow Mary looked
for Jesus. We may come to a place in our lives when sorrow and sadness seem to be the
only appropriate expressions of our hearts. Our sorrow might be due to the loss of a
loved one, the loss of our health, a sense of insecurity, or an overwhelming awareness of
our sinful condition. No matter what the cause of our sorrow may be, Jesus wants us to
seek Him for comfort, strength, and relief. Mary was seeking Jesus, and soon Jesus
would be at her side.
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Jesus honored Mary’s searching heart by sending angels to reassure her.
As Mary peered into the empty tomb, the tomb was no longer empty. There sat
two angels, one at the head and the other at the foot of the tomb where Jesus’ body had
been. The angels asked Mary why she was sobbing. She replied, “They have taken my
Lord away, and I don’t know where they have put him.” In her sorrow, in her seeking,
Jesus sent two angels to listen to her despair and offer a message of hope. According to
Matthew’s account (28:5-7) the angels announced to Mary and the other woman that
Jesus had risen from the dead. It seems as though the other women started out to tell the
disciples this news, but Mary stayed back for a few moments to ponder these words. Still
uncertain, Mary would now see Jesus.

The message of the empty tomb reminds us that
we should be actively serving Jesus (20:14-15).
In His first appearance after the resurrection, Jesus encountered Mary Magdalene
and tenderly asked her why she was sobbing. Though Mary didn’t recognize Jesus
immediately, she still described her desire to serve Jesus.
Mary turned and saw Jesus, but didn’t recognize Him.
Why didn’t Mary recognize Jesus? It’s obvious from the context and from
parallel passages that Mary did not go to the tomb expecting to see Jesus alive. It was
still early in the morning, and the full light of day had not yet shone. In addition, Mary’s
eyes were filled with tears of grief. Taken together, these factors probably account for
Mary’s failure to recognize Jesus. Jesus asked Mary why she was crying and whom she
was seeking. His questions held obvious answers, but Jesus asked out of tenderness
toward this devoted follower. Jesus gently engaged Mary in conversation and comforted
her with His compassionate questions.
Mary told Jesus, whom she mistook for the gardener, that she wanted to take care of
Jesus’ body.
Mary, unaware that it was Jesus who had addressed her, assumed that this new
individual on the scene must be the gardener. Mary told her inquirer that, if he had
removed Jesus’ body, she would be willing to take the body away to another burial place.
Mary was eager to serve Jesus even in His death. Given the opportunity, Mary was
willing to secure a different tomb and find the necessary help in physically carrying
Jesus’ body to a new location. She would soon find out that her willingness in this matter
was unnecessary, but the fact that she wanted to serve Jesus even in His death is a great
example to us. If she was willing to serve a crucified Lord, should we not be willing to
serve a risen Lord?
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The message of the empty tomb reminds us that
we should be actively worshipping Jesus (20:16-17).
Jesus now revealed His identity to Mary with a single word—her name. In that
instant of recognition Mary fell before Jesus in worship. Her uncontrollable sobbing
turned in a moment to unrestrained adoration.
Jesus spoke Mary’s name and Mary recognized Him as her Lord.
“Jesus said to her, ‘Mary.’” What power there is in a name. What power there is
in a voice—especially when that voice is the voice of Jesus. Jesus called her by name
and Mary recognized instantly in His intonation, His resonance, and His tenderness the
voice of her Lord. She had, doubtless, heard that voice utter many of the great teachings
that we read in the four Gospels. She had heard that voice speak harshly to His
antagonists. She had heard that voice speak cheerfully to His disciples and other close
followers. She had heard that voice speak tenderly to the sick and needy. And now that
voice—could it be?—that voice again spoke her name! That voice, which had
commanded demons to leave Mary’s body, now spoke her name again in loving
reassurance. She knew now that this was Jesus. Mary cried out in a mixture of
amazement, relief, and praise, “Teacher!” The Aramaic word she used, “Rabboni,”
literally means “my master” or, as John interprets for his readers, “teacher.” In addition
to her cry of joy, Mary apparently embraced Jesus or fell to His feet in worship. Matthew
28:9 states that the other women, who presumably heard a conversation taking place and
returned to find Mary with Jesus, likewise grasped Jesus’ feet in worship.
Jesus told Mary that He would have a new, eternal, spiritual relationship with His
followers.
While it was appropriate and right for Mary to hold Jesus in worship, Jesus
instructed Mary that a new spiritual relationship would now exist between Him and His
followers. “Do not hold on to me” could also be translated “stop clinging to me.” Jesus’
statement implied that Mary had already begun to hold Jesus. She may have embraced
His feet for some time before Jesus encouraged her to release Him. John 20:17 in no way
teaches that Jesus’ work was yet unfinished, that human contact would in some way spoil
His work, or that Jesus must ascend to the Father and then return to see the disciples later
in the day. All that Jesus’ statement indicates is that there would be a new, eternal,
spiritual relationship between Jesus and His followers. Jesus would return to the Father
in heaven in a few short weeks, at the Ascension (Acts 1:9). After the Ascension, Jesus
would work in the lives of His followers through the indwelling presence of the Holy
Spirit (John 16:7).
Jesus instructed Mary to tell His followers that He would soon be ascending into
heaven.
Mary had worshipped Jesus. This was an appropriate response to the resurrection.
Probably Mary thought that she would never let Jesus out of her sight again. At least,
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this would have been her desire. But Jesus told Mary that it was time to let Him go.
Instead of clinging to Him, Mary must now go and tell the disciples that Jesus is alive. It
is interesting to note that Jesus here refers to His disciples as His “brothers.” In the
Upper Room Discourse Jesus had referred to them as friends rather than servants (John
15:15). But now, even closer than friends, the disciples were Jesus’ brothers. Our
relationship with Jesus is intensely personal. He considers His followers to be brothers
and sisters, members of His family by faith. Mary was to tell the disciples that Jesus was
alive and that He would soon be returning “to my Father and your Father, to my God and
your God.” Jesus is the Son of God in a unique sense, and we are children of God in a
different sense. Jesus would have to return to heaven, but Jesus’ followers would never
be separated from God’s presence.

The message of the empty tomb reminds us that
we should be actively proclaiming Jesus (20:18).
Mary had a new responsibility. Jesus had instructed her to go and tell the
disciples the good news. Mary had come to the tomb to serve Jesus in His death. Now
she was going away from the tomb to serve Jesus in His resurrection.
Mary obeyed Jesus, releasing Him and going to the disciples.
It must have been difficult for Mary to let go of Jesus. Would she ever see Him
again? The New Testament never states specifically that Mary saw Jesus again before
His Ascension, although Jesus did appear to 500 followers on one occasion
(1 Corinthians 15:6). It would be hard to imagine Mary’s missing that event. What we
do know, however, is that Mary was the first to see the risen Jesus. Letting Jesus go must
have been difficult for Mary, but disobedience was unthinkable. Mary obeyed and
released Jesus. She went to tell the disciples the good news.
Mary obeyed Jesus, announcing to the disciples the facts about the resurrection.
Mary arrived where most of the disciples were gathered and announced to them
the fact that Jesus was alive. She told them her story, saying, “I have seen the Lord!”
She described to the disciples what Jesus had said about His Ascension. From her lips
broke forth the greatest message ever to be proclaimed. Mary was the first to see Jesus
alive from the dead. Mary was the first to proclaim the gospel of the living Savior. It is
this same message that changes lives today. It is this message about Jesus that causes us
to seek Him, to serve Him, to worship Him, and to proclaim Him. Our lives cannot
remain unchanged. Our hearts must respond to the message. Jesus is alive!
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Reactions to the Resurrection
(John 20:19-31)
It was the greatest event in the history of the world. Jesus Christ had risen from
the dead! Understandably there would be various reactions to this reality. Jesus’
enemies resisted the implications of the resurrection while His followers rejoiced. Still, it
took time for the fact of Jesus’ resurrection to settle into the disciples’ minds and hearts.
After all, none of the disciples expected Jesus to rise from the dead in spite of His
repeated predictions. They were still hiding in fear and wallowing in doubt after Jesus
was crucified. The empty tomb helped wake the disciples up to the possibility of
resurrection, but it was Jesus’ physical appearance among them that settled the question
for His followers. Jesus was alive. Jesus is alive. How we react to the resurrection of
Jesus Christ determines how we relate to God today and forever.

Like the disciples, we can replace fear
with joy because Jesus is alive (20:19-23).
It shouldn’t surprise us that the disciples were hiding in fear just three days after
Jesus’ crucifixion. Now that Passover was behind them the authorities might have taken
actions to arrest and even execute Jesus’ followers. But the disciples’ fear quickly turned
to joy when they saw their resurrected Master.
Jesus stood among his huddled disciples and greeted them with a blessing of peace
(20:19).
It was the first day of the week, Sunday evening by our reckoning. Earlier, Jesus
had appeared to Mary near the empty tomb (John 20:14-16). Now He would appear to
His disciples as a group. Most of Jesus’ closest disciples were gathered together behind
securely closed doors. Their reason for taking such precautions was their fear of the
Jewish leaders. Jesus had been crucified. Maybe they, as Jesus’ followers, would face a
similar fate. As the disciples huddled together in secrecy Jesus came and stood among
them. His arrival itself was miraculous—apparently in His resurrection state He was able
to pass through locked doors! Jesus’ words must have been exhilarating and calming all
at once. “Peace be with you!” The disciples had had no peace for days. They must have
been at their wits’ end. But Jesus offered peace, just as He does today to all who believe.
When the disciples saw Jesus’ hands and side they were filled with joy (20:20).
Having greeted His disciples Jesus then gave them physical proof of His
resurrection. He showed them His hands, hands scarred by the nails of crucifixion. He
showed them His side, wounded by the piercing spear of a Roman soldier. Seeing Jesus,
the disciples were overjoyed. The rumors of His resurrection were true. Jesus was alive.
Fear melted away and joy filled their lives. Because Jesus is alive He can transform our
fears and failures into joy and peace.
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Jesus announced that He was sending out His disciples just as the Father had sent
Him (20:21).
Jesus again pronounced peace over His disciples and then commissioned them to
fulfill His work. Jesus had been sent by God the Father into this world and in the same
way Jesus was now sending His disciples into the world. They would no longer cower in
fear behind closed doors. Instead, they would go out as Jesus’ emissaries (the two Greek
verbs translated “send” in this verse are synonymous). They had a task to perform, a
calling to fulfill. Not only did Jesus’ resurrection provide peace and joy to His disciples,
but it also provided them with a purpose, a mission to accomplish. When we encounter
the living Lord Jesus Christ our lives take on meaning and purpose.
Jesus breathed the Holy Spirit on His disciples and authorized them to proclaim
forgiveness (20:22-23).
The disciples would never be able to fulfill their new mission without divine
assistance. Although Jesus would not be present with them much longer they could
depend on the indwelling presence of the Holy Spirit instead. At this moment Jesus
“breathed” on His disciples and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit.” The gift of the
Spirit would be fully realized on the Day of Pentecost (Acts 1:8; 2:1-4). This immediate
gift of the Holy Spirit, therefore, appears to be either a preparatory prediction or a partial
fulfillment of Jesus’ promise to send His followers “another advocate” (John 16:7).
Along with the bestowal of the Holy Spirit, Jesus gave His disciples authority to
declare forgiveness of sins. Like His statements in Matthew 16:19 and Matthew 18:18,
Jesus’ granting of authority to His disciples after His resurrection should be taken as the
authority to announce, rather than enact, forgiveness. God alone can grant forgiveness
for sins. Forgiveness comes through faith in Jesus Christ who died for our sins. When
Jesus’ followers forgive, they do so based on the forgiveness that has already been
extended from heaven. “They have been forgiven” by God, therefore we can declare
with authority that sins have been forgiven. Likewise, those who refuse to take shelter in
Jesus do not receive God’s forgiveness. Forgiveness is withheld because forgiveness is
impossible outside the sacrificial death of Jesus. Therefore, Jesus’ followers can declare
with authority that the sins of the unbeliever have not been forgiven. Forgiveness is
available to all through faith in Jesus Christ. Because Jesus is alive we have peace, joy,
purpose, and forgiveness.

Like Thomas, we can replace doubt
with worship because Jesus is alive (20:24-29).
While most of Jesus’ disciples were gathered together on the night of the
resurrection, Thomas was for some reason absent. He didn’t see Jesus that night.
Thomas would linger in his doubts for another week until he saw Jesus face to face.
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The disciples told Thomas, who was absent when Jesus appeared, that Jesus was alive
(20:24-25a).
Thomas, one of Jesus’ twelve disciples, was also known as Didymus. Both names
mean “twin,” the first being Aramaic and the second Greek. Because Thomas missed out
on seeing Jesus on the evening of the resurrection the other disciples quickly told them
the good news. Jesus was alive! They had seen Jesus with their own eyes.
Thomas declared that he would not believe until he had physical confirmation of
Jesus’ resurrection (20:25b).
Thomas, however, refused to believe this story of Jesus’ resurrection. He stated
that he needed to see for himself. He needed physical evidence. Thomas wanted to put
his finger into the nail prints in Jesus’ hands. He wanted to put his hand into the scar on
Jesus’ side. Thomas refused to believe until he had verifiable proof that Jesus was really
alive—no hallucination, no phantom, but really physically risen from the dead. His
doubts are not unlike those of many thinking people today. Could someone really rise
from the dead? What would it take to convince such skeptical minds? Thomas
demanded proof.
Jesus again stood among his huddled disciples and greeted them with a blessing of
peace (20:26).
One week later the disciples were again gathered in secrecy with the door bolted
shut. This time Thomas was with them. Jesus once again miraculously entered their
presence and said, “Peace be with you.” Jesus generously offers peace to His people in
spite of our uncertainties and concerns.
Jesus invited Thomas to touch Him and replace his disbelief with belief (20:27).
Jesus knows all things. He knew what Thomas had said about needing tangible
evidence of the resurrection. Jesus turned to Thomas, not in rebuke but in love, and
invited Thomas to touch Him. Thomas could put his finger in the scars on Jesus’ hands
and he could put his hand in the scar on Jesus’ side. Jesus wanted Thomas to put away
his doubt and instead believe.
Thomas acknowledged Jesus as both Lord and God (20:28).
It’s doubtful that doubting Thomas had to go so far as to touch Jesus. Simply
seeing and hearing Jesus was probably enough to turn Thomas from doubt to faith.
Thomas immediately responded in worship, declaring Jesus to be his “Lord” and his
“God.” When we come to understand Jesus as our Master and as God in the flesh,
crucified for our sins and resurrected for our justification, we enter into the deepest place
of worship. Thomas needed physical evidence. Seeing Jesus, he was convinced beyond
all doubt.
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Jesus pronounced a blessing on those who believe in Him without physical
confirmation (20:29).
Most people have never experience the blessing of seeing Jesus in the flesh. We
can’t expect tangible evidence—we can’t touch Jesus’ hands and side. But we can still
believe. Jesus acknowledged that Thomas had seen and therefore believed. However,
Jesus pronounced a special blessing on all who do not see Him in the flesh yet still
respond with faith. Our doubts can turn to worship. We can believe because the
resurrection of Jesus Christ is believable. It’s life changing. It’s real. Those present at
the time were convinced, and they’ve passed their eyewitness testimony down to us.
Jesus is alive. He changes fear into joy and doubt into worship.

Like countless others, we can replace
uncertainty with faith because Jesus is alive (20:30-31).
John, the writer of this Gospel, now sums up his purpose in recording the life of
Jesus. He wanted people to believe. Many people have believed in Jesus, the resurrected
Savior. Our uncertainties can turn to confident faith because Jesus is alive.
Jesus performed many miraculous signs that were not recorded in this gospel record
(20:30).
Throughout his Gospel, John presented seven miraculous signs performed by
Jesus during His earthly ministry. These miracles were performed publicly—Jesus’
disciples witnessed these events. John then described the resurrection of Jesus. The
resurrection and the other miraculous signs form convincing evidence that Jesus is who
He claimed to be, the Son of God, God in the flesh. In fact, there were many other
miracles that Jesus performed which John didn’t include in his Gospel. Matthew, Mark,
and Luke record a number of these miracles, but there were still many miracles that went
unrecorded. Jesus lived such an amazing life that no book could contain a full
description of the lives He changed. In fact, a world of books couldn’t accomplish this
feat (John 21:25). The evidence was simply overwhelming.
John recorded specific miraculous signs so that we would believe that Jesus is God’s
Son and thereby receive eternal life (20:31).
John carefully selected his material to help people come to faith in Jesus. He
wanted his readers to believe that Jesus is the Christ, the promised Messiah. He wanted
us to believe that Jesus is the Son of God, God in the flesh. By believing in Jesus—
placing our trust in Him—we have life in His name. Eternal life is available to all who
believe in Jesus Christ. His life was real. His death was real. His resurrection was real.
Jesus is alive. Because He’s alive, we too can have life in His name. Our fear can turn to
joy. Our doubts can turn to worship. Our uncertainties can turn to faith. How we react
to the resurrection of Jesus Christ determines how we relate to God today and forever.
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Jesus Reunites with His Disciples at the Sea of Galilee
(John 21:1-14)
Breakfast by the seaside with Jesus—what could be more inviting? After His
resurrection Jesus said that He would meet with His disciples in Galilee (Matthew 28:10).
After two brief encounters in Jerusalem (John 21:19-29), Jesus’ third appearance to His
disciples as a group took place along the shore of the Sea of Galilee. During this
encounter Jesus extended the loving invitation to His disciples to “come and eat” (John
21:12). He invited them back into the warm fellowship of friendship. He invited them to
once again enjoy His presence and become committed to His mission. Jesus enjoyed
time with His closest followers. He enjoys time with us today. Jesus invites us to enjoy
His blessings as well as His very real presence in our lives. Three terms help capture the
flow of thought in this passage—satisfaction, appreciation, and celebration.

Satisfaction—when we follow Jesus we
discover that He enjoys lovingly stretching our lives (21:1-8).
Deep and lasting satisfaction in life can be found only in a living relationship with
our living Lord. Jesus may need to stretch us in order for us to understand this very basic
truth.
Disciples sometimes revert to old priorities but soon find these to be woefully
dissatisfying (21:1-3).
Over a week had passed since those dramatic events surrounding Jesus’ death and
resurrection. Passover celebrations were over and the disciples had returned to Galilee.
Since several of the disciples were fishermen it’s not surprising to read that they decided
to return to their former livelihood. They didn’t know what the future held for them.
Would Jesus appear to them again? He had promised to do so. Would they have any
future with Jesus? They couldn’t be certain. Jesus allowed the disciples to endure a time
of waiting, stretching their faith as He often does in our own times of waiting to hear His
voice.
During that time of waiting Simon Peter decided to return to his fishing trade.
Whether or not this was a determined course of action that contrasted with a career of
ministry or simply a familiar way to pass the time in waiting for Jesus can’t be certain.
We do know, however, that Jesus would speak words of restoration to Peter (John 21:1519), so Peter likely felt as though his useful involvement in Jesus’ mission was over. He
therefore reverted to his old trade. Peter invited some of the other disciples to join him.
John 21:2 lists this group of disciples—Simon Peter, Thomas (called Didymus or Twin),
Nathanael (who was from nearby Cana), the sons of Zebedee (James and John), and two
other unnamed disciples. These seven disciples ventured out on a fishing boat together
and caught nothing after a full night’s effort. This failure on the part of fishermen to
catch any fish smacks of a deeply dissatisfying experience. It may indeed have reflected
a deep seated dissatisfaction in their hearts surrounding the uncertainty of their future
with Jesus. For those who have encountered Jesus, old priorities can never truly satisfy.
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Jesus alone can fill our lives with joy and abundant satisfaction (21:4-6).
As these failed fishermen were approaching shore in the early morning hours they
saw someone in the distance. Though they didn’t yet know it, this was Jesus. He called
out to them, “Children, don’t you have anything to eat?” Jesus tenderly addresses these
dear friends as His children (compare John 13:33), and anticipates by His question that
they had caught nothing. His question would have also stretched their faith. Had they
not yet come to realize how empty life would be without Him? Their response confirmed
what Jesus already knew. Their night of fishing had netted no results. Then Jesus told
them to throw their net on the right side of the boat. He assured them that they would
catch some fish. When the disciples did as Jesus said, they caught so many fish that they
couldn’t pull the net into the boat. Earlier in His relationship with Peter, Jesus had
performed a similar miracle (Luke 5:4-7) and then called Peter to follow Him as a fisher
of men. The full net reminds us that Jesus fills our lives with joy and purpose and
satisfaction. Our lives become full when we follow Jesus.
A personal encounter with Jesus Christ should energize our hearts and motivate our
actions (21:7-8).
Finally one of the disciples realized that the man on shore was Jesus. This
disciple, “the disciple whom Jesus loved,” was the author of this Gospel and one of the
sons of Zebedee, John. John never referred to himself by name in his Gospel, but he had
come to understand over time how deeply Jesus loved him and so referred to himself in
this way. John wasn’t setting himself up as being more loved than the other disciples, but
was simply expressing his new identity as one loved by Jesus. John told Peter that it was
the Lord who was on shore. Immediately Peter wrapped his outer garment around him,
jumped into the water, and waded to shore. He was so eager to be with Jesus that he left
his boat and fish behind. The boat was only about a hundred yards from shore, so the rest
of the disciples maneuvered the boat toward Jesus, dragging the sagging net of fish
behind them. They, too, were eager to see Jesus. Like Peter and the other disciples, the
opportunity of an encounter with Jesus should energize our hearts. We should eagerly
seek time to be with our Lord in quiet communion, contemplation, and prayer. He alone
can satisfy our hearts.

Appreciation—when we follow Jesus we
discover that He enjoys richly blessing our lives (21:9-11).
While Jesus stretches us so that we’ll realize our satisfaction is found only in
Him, He also blesses us in ways we don’t expect. His blessings prompt a deep sense of
appreciation, gratitude, and thanksgiving.
Jesus often grants us simple blessings (21:9).
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The blessings of the Lord in our lives are often simple and sweet. In the case of
the disciples this blessing was a warm and welcoming meal along the shore of the Sea of
Galilee. When the disciples arrived on shore they discovered that Jesus had prepared a
fire with hot, burning coals. Some fish and bread were laid out over the coals. Jesus had
prepared breakfast for these hungry friends. He didn’t need fishermen to provide fish—
instead He provided fish for these fishermen. This was a simple gesture, full of
significance. Jesus cared deeply for His disciples and He provided them a warm, inviting
setting in which they could restore their relationship with Him. We should constantly
look for Jesus in the simple blessings of life, simple blessings that can have profound
meaning.
Jesus often encourages us to contribute to His work (21:10).
Although Jesus already had fish on the fire He asked the disciples to bring some
of their catch and add it to His provisions. Jesus didn’t really need His disciples’ help.
Their contribution wasn’t essential. But Jesus delights to involve us in His work. He
invites us to bring our contributions—our hearts, our talents, our resources—and join
them with His unlimited resources in order to accomplish His purposes. We have the
wonderful privilege of sharing in the work of our Lord in this world.
Jesus often reminds us that His blessings far exceed our expectations (21:11).
Peter, eager to please his Master, returned to the boat and dragged the net full of
fish onto shore. The net was full and the fish were large. Jesus had provided in every
way to satisfy the desires of these experienced fishermen. John notes that there were 153
fish in the net. Although there have been attempts to spiritualize this number, giving it
some hidden significance, there’s no need to do so. John was a fisherman. Fishermen
always know how many fish they’ve caught! This personal touch simply indicates that
there were a lot of fish in the net. However, even though the net was so full it didn’t
break. Jesus had filled their net to overflowing, but hadn’t ruined their experience. His
blessings had far exceeded their expectations. Jesus blesses us today in that same way.
He enjoys blessing us richly. His abundant blessings prompt us to show our appreciation
through praise and service.

Celebration—when we follow Jesus we
discover that He enjoys personally participating in our lives (21:12-14).
When we encounter Jesus and experience His blessings we’ll want to celebrate
His presence in our lives. Jesus enjoys being with us, participating in the lives of His
followers. This is worth celebrating!
Jesus invites us to enjoy intimate fellowship with Him (21:12).
Jesus extended a wonderful invitation to His disciples that morning on the shore
of the Sea of Galilee. “Come and eat!” To eat (literally to “have breakfast) with Jesus
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means far more than consuming a meal. Meals in most cultures imply family, friendship,
and fellowship. The disciples were still tentative about their relationship with the risen
Lord. They didn’t dare ask Him who He was, since they knew He was their Master. But
this very hesitation implies that the disciples weren’t sure where they stood with Jesus.
Each had failed Him during His time of arrest and crucifixion. Now they were uncertain.
Jesus’ invitation, “Come and eat,” was an invitation to restore their relationship around a
common meal. Jesus was eager to refresh His friendship with these disciples. He’s eager
to spend leisurely time with us as well.
Jesus extends His loving hands to serve us (21:13).
Having invited the disciples to eat with Him, Jesus then took the initiative to serve
these men the bread and fish that He’d prepared. We can only imagine how restorative
this act must have been as Jesus reached out His hands to His disciples, one by one, and
encouraged them to enjoy that meal together. Jesus loves us. Jesus blesses us. Jesus
serves us. How could we do anything but celebrate this great love that our Savior shows
to us!
Jesus died and rose again to save us (21:14).
John notes that this encounter with Jesus at the seaside was His third appearance
to the disciples as a group “after he was raised from the dead.” The resurrection of Jesus
Christ is pivotal in this narrative and in our lives. Jesus died and rose again. He did so to
save us. As our risen Savior, Jesus eagerly participates in our lives day by day. He
invites us to “come and eat” with Him, to enjoy His fellowship and anticipate His
blessings. Jesus invites us to enjoy His blessings as well as His very real presence in our
lives.
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Jesus Re-commissions Peter
(John 21:15-25)
We all fall down and need to be restored. We all need—and even long for—a
second chance. Thankfully we have a loving Lord who picks us up when we fall, who
restores us when we turn back to Him. Peter had failed his Lord. In the wee hours of the
morning when Jesus’ was being tried by the Jewish religious leadership, Peter denied
three times that he had any association with Jesus. When the rooster crowed, Peter
immediately recognized his failure and went away in tears. When news reached the
disciples that Jesus’ tomb was empty, Peter was one of the first to race to this miraculous
scene. When it became known that Jesus was alive from the dead, no one could have
been happier than Peter. However, in spite of Peter’s love for his Lord, he knew that he
had forfeited any right to be among Jesus’ closest followers. He did the only thing he
could—he returned to his fishing boat. When Jesus appeared to Peter and the other
disciples who had joined in on this fishing expedition on the Sea of Galilee, it was Peter
whom Jesus took aside for a stroll along the shore. During their conversation Jesus, in no
uncertain terms, picked Peter up, restored him to his status as a disciple, and recommissioned him to be a shepherd of Christ’s sheep. This is a love story, a story of
Christ’s endless love for us and our fumbling, yet genuine, love for Him. The Lord
tenderly restores those who genuinely love Him.

Jesus calls us to
focus our love on Him (21:15-17).
Three times Jesus asked Peter to reaffirm his love. Three times Peter
acknowledged a level of affection for Jesus. Three times Jesus called on Peter to take
care of His sheep.
Jesus asked Peter to affirm his love and commissioned him to be a spiritual shepherd
(21:15).
Having ended their lakeside breakfast, Jesus apparently took Peter aside from the
other disciples. As they walked along the lakeshore, Jesus spoke to this wounded
disciple. He addressed Peter with his original name, Simon. Jesus had given him the
nickname Peter, the Rock, but now Jesus addressed Peter simply as Simon. It was as if
Jesus was starting all over again with Peter. “Simon son of John, do you truly love me
more than these?” To whom or what was Jesus referring when He said “these”? Did He
question whether or not Peter loved Him more than he loved these fishing nets and boats,
or did Jesus ask if Peter’s love for Him surpassed the love that the other disciples had for
their Master? Either is possible. Peter had previously expressed a superior commitment
to Jesus (Matthew 26:33) as well as a total surrender of his fishing trade to follow Jesus
(Matthew 19:27). Jesus may have simply been asking, “Do you love me more than
anything else, more than life itself?”
Peter’s response was positive if not hesitant. “Yes, Lord, you know that I love
you.” Peter indeed loved Jesus. But he knew that his love for his Lord hadn’t been
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consistent or unconditional. The original Greek text in this passage uses two distinct
words for love. The word that Jesus used implies an unconditional love. The word that
Peter used refers to brotherly love, a wholesome love in itself but not as strong as
unconditional love. Nonetheless, Peter loved Jesus like a brother! Based on Peter’s
response, Jesus instructed Peter to feed His lambs. This was a statement of forgiveness
and restoration.
Jesus again asked Peter to affirm his love and commissioned him to be a spiritual
shepherd (21:16).
However, Jesus wasn’t finished with Peter. A second time Jesus asked, “Simon
son of John, do you truly love me?” Again Jesus asked for Peter’s unconditional love.
Peter again answered, “Yes, Lord, you know that I love you.” He affirmed his brotherly
love for Jesus. Based on this response, Jesus instructed Peter to shepherd His sheep.
Again, Jesus was restoring Peter to spiritual leadership. He was calling Peter to provide
pastoral care for God’s people.
Jesus asked Peter a third time to affirm his love and commissioned him to be a
spiritual shepherd (21:17).
Finally Jesus asked, “Simon son of John, do you love me?” This time Jesus used
Peter’s word for brotherly love. “Do you love me like a brother?” It grieved Peter’s
heart that Jesus would ask a third time—this may have dredged up Peter’s sense of failure
for having denied Jesus three times. It likely grieved Peter’s heart that Jesus would use a
different term for love, Peter’s own term for brotherly love. Yet, in spite of the inner
turmoil in Peter’s heart he could say with confidence, “Lord, you know all things; you
know that I love you.” In addition to the word play on “love” there’s another word play,
the use of synonyms for “know.” Peter indicated that Jesus knew intuitively Peter’s love,
a specific Greek term for knowledge in verses 15, 16, and 17. But then Peter said that
Jesus knew experientially his love for his Lord, a different Greek term in Peter’s final
declaration, “You know that I love you.” While Peter could only dare to declare
brotherly love for his Lord, he recognized that Jesus was aware intuitively and
experientially that Peter truly loved Him. Jesus concluded with a third reaffirmation of
His call to Peter, “Feed my sheep.” Three denials. Three reaffirmations. Jesus wanted
Peter to focus his love on his Lord and show that love by caring for Jesus’ spiritual flock.
Our faith may be small, our love may be vacillating, but Jesus loves us and calls us to His
side.

Jesus calls us to
focus our loyalty on Him (21:18-19).
Jesus had restored Peter to spiritual leadership. He now challenged Peter to be
faithful no matter how difficult the path may be.
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Jesus warned Peter that he would die a martyr’s death (21:18-19a).
As they continued to walk along the shore of the Sea of Galilee, Jesus warned
Peter that following Him would result in persecution and death. Jesus cast this warning
in terms of a contrast. When Peter was young he had dressed himself and gone where he
pleased. But when Peter would grow old, others would dress him and take him where he
would never desire to go. John comments that this statement indicated the kind of death
Peter would experience. Peter’s enemies would bind him and lead him away to
execution. He would die a martyr, but thereby glorify God. Tradition tells us that Peter
eventually died by crucifixion as a result of his role in spreading the gospel of Jesus
Christ.
Jesus called Peter to follow Him as His disciple (21:19b).
Having warned Peter that a life of faith would result in a martyr’s death, Jesus
then turned to Peter with those compelling words, “Follow me!” This was an invitation
to discipleship. These were the words Jesus spoke to Peter many months earlier when He
had first invited Peter to become one of His disciples (Matthew 4:19). These are some of
the sweetest, most challenging, most energizing words we could possibly hear from our
Savior. Jesus invited Peter to follow Him. He invites us to follow Him. He wants us to
be His disciples, to walk in fellowship with Him, to learn from Him, and to do His will.

Jesus calls us to
focus our lives on Him (21:20-23).
To follow Jesus can never be a part time commitment, let alone a holy hobby. It
must be an all-consuming passion. Jesus calls us to focus our entire being, our whole
life, on Him.
Peter inquired as to Jesus’ plan for the disciple John (21:20-21).
By now John had left the other disciples and had begun to follow Jesus and Peter
along the shore of the lake. Peter, glancing back, took notice of John. Over time John
had come to see himself in the precious place of being beloved by Jesus, referring to
himself throughout his Gospel as “the disciple whom Jesus loved”—not in contrast to the
other disciples, as if Jesus loved John best, but as a recognition that we are all loved
deeply by our Lord. We could each declare ourselves children whom God loves. Peter
saw John following them and asked Jesus, “Lord, what about him?” Our human curiosity
naturally drives us to ask why God works in one life in a way that’s different from
another. If Peter must die a martyr, what would happen to John? Would he be required
to face a similar fate?
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Jesus instructed Peter to be faithful to his own calling even if Jesus had a different
plan for John (21:22-23).
Jesus responded to Peter’s curiosity by saying that it didn’t matter if He had a
different plan for John. What difference should it make to Peter if John were to live until
Jesus returned? Then Jesus stated to Peter emphatically, “You follow me.” The Lord
wants our loyalty and, in fact, our whole lives. His plan will vary for each of His
children, but His plan for each is best. If my path seems more difficult than that of
another, so be it. We must each follow Jesus.
As John penned these closing words in his Gospel he was approaching the end of
his life. Rumor had spread in his day that Jesus would return before John, the last
surviving apostle, would die. John wanted to set the record straight. Jesus never
promised to return before John died. John did eventually die, but not apparently a
martyr’s death. Jesus has a different path for each of us, and we must be willing to
follow His path no matter where it leads. Ultimately, our path leads to the glory of God’s
presence.

Conclusion: The good news about Jesus is
trustworthy, boundless, and worthy of belief (21:24-25).
John now brings his Gospel to a close. He’d written many things about Jesus that
weren’t recorded in the other three Gospels. These are true and trustworthy facts, worthy
of our belief.
John identified himself as the disciple who truthfully recorded these events in the life
of Jesus (21:24).
John identified himself as the author of this Gospel. He was recording eyewitness
testimony to Jesus’ life and work. He along with his companions in ministry testified to
the truthfulness of these records. When we read the Gospel of John, the other three
Gospels, and the New Testament as a whole, we can be confident that what is recorded is
true, trustworthy, the inspired and life changing Word of God.
John stated that the world cannot contain the books that could be written about the
greatness of Jesus’ life and ministry (21:25).
While John added tremendously to our knowledge about Jesus, there was much
that Jesus did that was never recorded. How could anyone capture in a single volume the
impact of the Son of God in this world? How could a library contain that work? How
could the whole world store the record of the greatness of Jesus Christ? “Jesus did many
other things as well. If every one of them were written down, I suppose that even the
whole world would not have room for the books that would be written.” This was John’s
reflective conclusion. Jesus did much more than we can imagine. Furthermore, Jesus is
still alive and active in this world, in your heart and mine. His story isn’t finished.
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