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Legislature Approves $34.8 million to Build
Williston Middle High School
By Terry Witt
Senior Staff Writer

The Florida Legislature last week approved $34,800,000
of funding for the future Williston Middle High School
with support from Gov. Rick Scott, House Speaker Will
Weatherford, State Sen. Charles Dean and Rep. Charles
Stone.

Superintendent Bob Hastings said his staff will meet on
May 19 with the prime contractor, Gilbain Construction,
largest builder of schools in the nation, and its local partner,
Oelrich Construction of Newberry to iron out the final
details.
Mark Marino, a Williston High School graduate who lives
in Williston will be the project site manager and the man
who is tasked with bringing local subcontractors into the

Shifting County
Politics Has Changed
the 2014 Election

project.
Hastings said the presence of Marino and Oelrich
Construction on the project will give it a “local flavor” and
assure that much of the money will be pumped back into the
local economy.
Groundbreaking and the start of construction will take
place in January of 2015. Construction is expected to take 18
months. The anticipated school opening is 2016.
continue to page 3

Suwannee River Cresting

By Terry Witt
Senior Staff Writer

Every candidate running for county office in Levy County this year,
at least to this point, is a Republican. All candidates were Democrats at
some point in their past.
The number of registered Democrats and Republicans was dead
even at 10,437 on Tuesday. But the very fact that the two parties are
dead even is a sign of changing times. The lack of a Democrat running
for county office is yet another indicator of the shifting politics of the
county.
Democrats at one time held every county office in Levy County
and Republicans were firmly in the back seat in terms of numbers of
registered voters.
Democrats outnumbered Republicans in Levy County 10,980 to 2,598
in 1994. The gap between the parties remained big in November of 2008
when registered Democrats totaled 14,070 to Republicans with 7,929.
The Journal chose 1994 because Florida Division of Elections voter
registration data goes back to that year. Coincidentally, it was the first
year Levy County Supervisor of Elections Tammy Jones worked for the
elections office.
Levy County Republicans held a slight edge over Democrats a week
ago in terms of registered voters. But the two parties are in a dead heat
now. Voter registration rolls are constantly changing.
But the general trend has been for Democrats to switch to Republican.
The roster of former Levy County Democrats running for office as
Republicans in 2014 is a sign of the changing times.
Levy County Commissioner Chad Johnson changed from Democrat
to Republican when he was appointed by Gov. Rick Scott in 2009 to fill
the District 1 seat vacated by indicted former commissioner Tony Parker.
Johnson later switched districts and beat Democrat Nancy Bell for the
continue to page 5A

Facts about 2014 election:
Primary Election … Aug. 26
General Election … Nov. 4
Last day to turn in petitions … May 19
County qualifying is from noon, June 16 to noon, June 20.
Voter registration books close July 28 for primary election.
Voter registration books close Oct. 6 for general election.
Early voting dates and times for primary election are:
Aug. 11 to Aug. 23 from 8 a.m. to 6 p.m.;
General election Oct. 20 to Nov. 1 from 8 a.m. to 6 p.m.

All but the top railing of the stairway along the boat ramp at Fowlers Bluff is covered by the swollen Suwannee
River. Photo by Terry Witt. See story on page 6A.

County Agrees to Joint Workshop
with Chiefland on ALS Unit
By Terry Witt
Senior Staff Writer

Levy County Commissioners Tuesday scheduled a joint workshop with the Chiefland City Commission to
discuss allowing the city to operate its own Advanced Life Support medical assistance truck.
The workshop is set for 6 p.m. on June 3 at the Tommy Usher Center off State Road 345 in Chiefland. The
public is invited to the workshop. The two commissions will be seated opposite one another at a long table or
tables.
Chiefland is requesting a Certificate of Public Convenience and Need from the county commission that
would allow Chiefland Fire Rescue to provide Advance Life Support services for the citizens of Chiefland.
The county says the city will also need state approval.
County commissioners turned down the city’s original request for an ALS non-transport truck at its Sept. 3,
2013 meeting. The request was part of a letter asking for additional funding for Chiefland Fire Rescue and an
additional ambulance.
The commission gave Chiefland $12,000 of additional funding for Chiefland Fire Rescue instead of the
$35,000 requested and rejected its request for an ALS unit and a second ambulance.
Commission Chairman Ryan Bell said he is aware of the city’s desire to operate an ALS unit.
“It’s been a concern of theirs for quite some time, so at least I want them heard,” said Commission Chairman
Ryan Bell.
continue to page 3

Williston Gives Preliminary Okay to Federal
Flood Insurance Ordinance
By Terry Witt
Senior Staff Writer

An ordinance that will bring Williston into
the National Flood Insurance Program for the
first time was approved on first reading Tuesday
by a vote of 4-1 with Councilman Charles
Goodman opposed.
Goodman said he received his agenda for the
meeting on Monday morning with the 29-page
flood plain ordinance included and there wasn’t

time to absorb all the details of the proposed
law.
“I’m still not comfortable with this,”
Goodman said.
Goodman will have more time to study the
ordinance because the council must discuss
the proposed ordinance a second time before
adoption can take place.
The Federal Emergency Management Agency
in 2012 created a flood hazard map for Williston
for the first time. Up until that point, the city

had no need to be involved in the National
Flood Insurance Program.
FEMA has sent the city notice that it
is currently designated as a “sanctioned
community” and would not be eligible for
federal disaster assistance if there was a flooding
disaster in the city.
The FEMA map designates 163 acres in the
city as having the potential for a flood, but not
a single existing home within the city would be
continue to page 3

Bronson Gives Final Approval to Sewer Project Bid
By Terry Witt
Senior Staff Writer

sewer system.
Commercial Industrial Corporation was low
bidder at $2,414,561.71. The motion to approve
Bronson Town Council members Monday
the bid was unanimous. Councilman Berlon
gave final approval to the low bid for its
Weeks was absent.
upcoming sewer project, with the understanding
Jason Shepler, town engineer with Mittauer &
that Rural Development must concur with its
Associates, also won approval of two inspectors
decision.
who will work with the town on the project.
Rural Development is a sub-agency within
Mark Kalberkamp will be senior project
the U.S. Department of Agriculture. Rural
representative and Bernie C. Kronz will be the
Development is providing the loan and grant
resident project representative if for some reason
for construction of the municipal sewer system
Kalberkamp is not available.
extension.
Both have extensive experience in water and
When the construction project is complete, 45 sewer projects.
percent of Bronson will be hooked to the town’s
As part of the sewer project, the town council

www.levyjournalonline.com

adopted a year-round water conservation and
water shortage ordinance as part of its agreement
with the Suwannee River Water Management
District’s grant for $50,000.
The ordinance said the town will restrict
certain water uses when there is a water
shortage.
In other business, the council honored
Student of the Month recipients Jarius Thomas
and Tiana Stacy.
The town, in an unrelated matter, awarded
R&R Refrigeration the low bid to replace the air
conditioning unit at the Dogan Cobb Building
where town council meetings take place. The low
bid for the 4-ton unit was $4,321.
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Levy County’s Most Wanted

Jail Media Report for 04/28/2014 to 05/05/2014
ABATIE, ROBERT, 66, OF CEDAR KEY, FL: DUI.
ALLEN, ERICA SUE, 36, OF INGLIS, FL: WRT
NON SUPPORT.
ANDERSON, JACOB LOGAN, 20, OF OLD TOWN,
FL: PETIT THEFT FROM MERCHANT 2ND
OFF.
BLAIR, CODY JAMES, 22, OF BRONSON, FL:
PROB VIOLATION.
CHISOLM, SYLVIA, 30, OF FANNING SPRINGS,
FL: ROBBERY.
DOWNING, KIMBERLY DELORN, 24, OF CROSS
CITY, FL: DAMAGE PROP-CRIM MISCH 200
DOLS AND UNDER; RESIST OFFICER W/O
VIOLENCE; CNTRL SUB WO PRESCRIPTION;
DRUG EQUIP-POSSESS AND OR USE.
HALL, RICHARD WAYNE, 54, OF TRENTON, FL:
ROBBERY.
HENSON, JEFFRY CHARLES, 25, OF OLD TOWN,
FL: HOLD FOR COURT.
HERNDON, DEREK LEE, 35, OF CHIEFLAND,
FL: FAILURE TO APPEAR.
KELLY, COLIN DANNY, 61, OF CHIEFLAND,
FL: DISORDER INTOX PUBLIC PLACE CAUSE
DISTURBANCE.
KING, SHAWN MICHAEL, 29, OF ARCHER, FL:
PROB VIOLATION X 2.
LEONE, FRANCISCO, 36, OF WILLISTON, FL:
OUT-OF-COUNTY WARRANT.
MCCALL, ROWDY ELTON, 28, OF CHIEFLAND,

Due to new changes at the the Levy County Sheriff’s Office the Most Wanted information is not
available at this time. As soon as it is available to the Journal, we will make it available to you.
Thank you for your patience.
FL: PRODUCE METHAMPHETAMINE.
MIKELL, WILLIAM, 47, OF OLD TOWN, FL:
DISORDER INTOX PUBLIC PLACE CAUSE
DISTURBANCE.
QUINN, JENNIFER ROYALE, 29, OF TRENTON,
FL: BATTERY TOUCH OR STRIKE;
DISORDERLY INTOX.
RIGGINS, SHAWNIE O’KEITH, 42, OF
SARASOTA, FL: NON SUPPORT OF CHILDREN
OR SPOUSE.
ROME, MARKUS LEROBERT, 20, OF
CHIEFLAND, FL: BATTERY TOUCH OR
STRIKE.
SHANAVER, WILLIAM ROY, 72, OF INGLIS, FL:
FAIL TO REGISTER MOTOR VEH; DRIVE
WHILE LIC SUSP 1ST OFF; CORRUPT BY
THREAT PUBLIC SERVANT OR FAMILY;
FAILURE TO APPEAR.
SHORT, DERICK L, 44, OF INGLIS, FL: FAIL TO
REGISTER AS REQUIRED.
SIMS, LORENZO, 46, OF WILLISTON, FL:

DISORDER INTOX PUBLIC PLACE CAUSE
DISTURBANCE.
TAYLOR, PATRICIA BRADLEY, 61, OF REDDICK,
FL: PETIT THEFT FROM MERCHANT 2ND
OFF.
THACKER, BILLY BOYD, 50, OF OLD TOWN, FL:
DWLSR.
WILLIAMS, TAURUS RODDRELL, 32, OF
CHIEFLAND, FL: DRUG X 2.

Of Levy County
Call 1-877-349-Tips (8477)

Sentencings from the Bench
Circuit Judge William Davis sentenced six people in
unrelated criminal cases to prison terms ranging from 4 years
to 20 months on April 23.
Robert Ray Birge, 68, Chipley, was sentenced to 4 years in
state prison and given credit for 141 days served in the Levy
County Jail for a drunken driving charge, driving with a
suspended license and leaving the scene of an accident with
damage.
As part of the sentence, Birge’s driver’s license was revoked
for life, his vehicle was impounded for 90 days and he must
wear an electronic monitoring device for 2 years, according to
court records.
He must serve 5 years of probation after he completes his
prison sentence.
Birge pleaded no contest to felony DUI impairment, felony
driving with license suspended or revoked and leaving the
scene of an accident with property damage.
The incident that landed Birge a prison sentence occurred
on Dec. 5, 2013 at McKenzie’s 4-Corners Bar in Bronson
when Birge backed up his pickup truck and struck a road sign
breaking his side mirror and blowing out a tire.
He left the scene of the crash and drove away on State Road
24. A Levy County sheriff’s deputy located Birge in the ditch
along SR 24 about three tenths of a mile west of Bronson. He
was seated in the driver’s seat with the keys in the ignition.
A check of his license found that it had been revoked.
Damage to his vehicle was about $1,000.
Michael Theondra Mozell, Jr., 19, Williston, was sentenced
to 36 months in state prison after pleading no contest to
aggravated assault with a deadly weapon and attempted
robbery with a firearm or deadly weapon. He was given 105
days credit for time served in the Levy County Jail.
Mozell was one of three masked men who robbed the Los
Ortiz Convenience Store on Noble Ave. in Williston on at 9
p.m. on Dec. 23, 2013. All three men were dressed in dark
clothing and wore covers over their face. One of the robbers
carried a firearm.
The two co-defendants who participated in the robbery
with Mozell suddenly ran out of the store. The owner’s father
tried to stop the man armed with a gun and was hit in the
head. The cover fell off the robber’s face and his face appeared
on a security video. During their exit, the covering fell off the
face of the second robbery and was recovered by the sheriff’s
office later.
All three men ran to Mozell’s residence at County Road
221 and S.E. 10th St. without ever having taken any money
from the store. Mozell removed his clothing and hid the
clothes. The two defendants left in a car.
When Mozell was interviewed about another case he
admitted to participating in the robbery, according to a court
record. A female looked at a security video from the store and
identified all three defendants.
Ronald Clifford Tarpy, 51, Williston, was sentenced to
30 months in state prison to be followed by 30 months of
probation after pleading no contest to felony battery as a
repeat offender, tampering with a witness and violating a
protective order against repeat violence. He was given credit
for 253 days served in the Levy County Jail.

Tarpy stopped by a male friend’s home on Aug. 14, 2013 to
talk about the death of a person he knew. He became angry
when he saw the female victim give a male friend a hug. He
threw her to the floor and hit the other man in the face when
he tried to intervene. The woman told investigators she didn’t
know Tarpy was at the home when she arrived. She had an
injunction against Tarpy. He took the cell phones of both
victims and warned them not to call police. Tarpy grabbed the
female victim’s car keys and threw the keys in a pond before
leaving the home, court records said.
Jeromy D. Smith, 24, Old Town, was sentenced to
24 months in state prison for violating his probation in
connection with a Chiefland burglary on April 9, 2011. He
was given credit for 326 days served in the Levy County Jail.
The original charge involved Smith walking into an open
garage at 70th Circle and entering an unlocked car parked in
the garage. He stole a purse and contents valued at $555. Two
credit cards taken in the burglary were used in Chiefland and
Old Town.
Court records said his grandmother had given him $200 to
purchase home expenses, but he drove to Chiefland instead
and spent all but $2 of the money buying crack cocaine. He
then ran out of gasoline at McDonald’s restaurant. He walked
to the Chevron Station and tried to buy $2 of gasoline, but
the clerk wouldn’t allow him to carry the fuel in a bottle. He
then walked down the road to the Buck Bay subdivision and
committed the burglary.
Roosevelt Tavares Frazier, 29, Chiefland, was sentenced
to 20 months in state prison for violating his probation on
drug charges. Frazier was originally charged with selling a
piece of crack cocaine to a Levy County Drug Task Force
confidential informant for $40 within 1,000 feet of Williston
Middle School. Deputies were familiar with Frazier from past
encounters. He was given credit for 483 days served in the
Levy County Jail.
Marty Eugene Days, 50, Williston, was sentenced to 13
months in state prison after pleading no contest to aggravated
battery with great bodily harm and felony battery as a repeat
offender. He was given credit for 87 days served in the Levy
County Jail.
The woman told sheriff’s investigators that Days cut and
battered her friend in an apartment. The victim said Days
hit her on the head with a metal chair before leaving the
apartment.
Ronald Gregory Wesley, 19, Williston, was sentenced to
346 days in the Levy County Jail to be followed by 2 years of
probation after pleading no contest to grand theft III and two
counts of uttering a forged instrument. He was given credit
for 52 days served in the Levy County Jail.
In November and December of 2013 Wesley removed
several business checks from a mail box at 17821 SW 178th
Terrace belonging to a lawn service. Wesley cashed the checks
at several different locations.
It wasn’t difficult for Sgt. James Bond of the Williston
Police Department to identify Wesley. Wesley cashed one
of the checks at the Los Ortiz Store on East Noble Ave. and
produced his Florida identification card and wrote his date of
birth and expiration date on the face of the check. He wrote

Big Chief’s
Mini Storage, Inc.

ELECTRONIC SECURITY

Manager, Office
Hours 9-5 Daily
Sat 9-12

The Children’s Table

Fenced, Paved, Lighted,
Climate Control, Pest Control,
Outside Storage, Boats,
Vehicles, Trailers.

~ NEW~ $.25 Bingo

Saturdays 4:30 p.m. to 5:30 p.m.

GATE OPEN DAILY

In addition to regular Bingo on

Friday and Saturday
@ 6:30 p.m.

“Look for the Bright Orange Doors”
Established in 1996

Earlene Crews, Owner
Post Office Box 249
Chiefland, Florida 32644

his name on the
back of two of the
checks he cashed.
Joseph T.
Hertelendy, 72,
Chiefland, was
sentenced to 120 days in the Levy County Jail to be followed
by 4 years of sex offender probation after pleading no contest
to lewd and lascivious conduct on a person under the age of 16
and contributing to the delinquency of a minor.
The victim was on the Cedar Key fishing pier with his
grandfather on July 23, 2013 when the grandfather left the
pier to get medication. The victim cast his line into the water
while his grandfather was gone and sat down on a bench next
to Hertelendy.
Hertelendy asked the boy for his name and began making
small talk about fishing. Hertelendy asked the boy twice what
was on his mind and told him it was a full moon and a nice
night “to get high.” Hertelendy showed the boy something
that was rolled and looked like it might be a marijuana
cigarette. He lit the cigarette and blew smoke in the victim’s
face. The victim stood up and moved away from Hertelendy.
Hertelendy made more suggestive remarks to the boy and
asked him if he felt any sparks, according to court records.
Hertelendy continued to make suggestive remarks and offered
the victim drugs, money or anything he needed. The victim
told Hertelendy he was scaring him and told him to stay
away until his grandfather returned. When the grandfather
returned, he and the boy left the pier and returned to Bronson
where the grandfather called 911.
Christopher Orby, 23, Inglis, was sentenced to 120 days in
the Levy County Jail for violating his probation on an assault
charge. He was given 110 days credit for time served in jail.
The former Inglis Police Department investigated a fight
between Orby and his stepfather on Dec. 5, 2011. The
stepfather suffered minor injuries when Orby pushed him into
a couch.
Steven Antoine Paulk, 27, was sentenced to 45 days in the
Levy County Jail for violating his probation on a charge of
violating an injunction that prevented him from seeing the
female victim. The incident occurred on July 12, 2011. Paulk
was given credit for 30 days served in jail.
Joanna Tedin Smith, 31, Chiefland was sentenced to 162
days in the Levy County Jail for violating her probation on
drug charges. She was given 91 days credit for time served in
Jail.
The original charge stemmed from an April 26, 2011
incident where Tedin sold a Levy County Drug Task Force
confidential source 5 Oxycodone pills for $100 at a Pepper
Ridge Apartment.
Joshua S. Smith, 21, Williston, was sentenced to 90 days in
the Levy County Jail after pleading no contest to defrauding a
pawnbroker of less than $300. He was given credit for 10 days
served in jail.
Gilchrist County sheriff’s investigators notified Levy
County sheriff’s deputies of the theft of a .22 caliber rifle on
June 3, 2013. Smith sold the gun to Southern Sportsman
Pawn and Gun for $160. Smith’s identification was verified by
the pawnbroker transaction form he filled out with his name
and thumb print.
Amanda Ashley Cook, 27, Citrus Springs, was sentenced to
120 days in the Levy County Jail for violating her probation
on forgery charges. She was given credit for 80 days served in
Jail.

680 W. Thrasher Dr., Bronson

493-1022
493-4825
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FHP Trooper and Two Others Killed in Freak
Mishap On I-75
By Terry Witt
Senior Staff Writer

Ocala Regional Medical Center.
An FHP crash report said John M. Lindecamp, 30, was driving southbound on I-75 in the
center lane when the second crash occurred. Owens was traveling southbound in the inside
A Florida Highway Patrol officer, a tow truck lane. The trooper’s patrol car and two other vehicles involved in the first crash were parked on
driver and one other man were killed Saturday the inside emergency lane due to the first crash.
along I-75 when they were hit by a vehicle
Lindecamp abruptly applied his brakes due to stopping traffic, causing his vehicle to slide
involved in a traffic accident unrelated to the
sideways into the inside lane. Owens’ pickup truck sideswiped Lindecamp’s Mercury SUV.
crash the trooper was investigating at the same Owen’s truck veered into the median strip.
location.
Owen’s truck traveled southeast between parked cars and the guard rail, striking two of
Killed were Trooper Chelsea Richard, tow
the vehicles involved in the first crash and hitting the trooper and the two pedestrians.
truck driver John Duggan and George R.
Chelsea Phillips was a passenger in a pickup driven by Hannah Bartlett, 17, of Ocala.
Phillips, 55, a man who had come to the scene Bartlett’s vehicle was involved in the first crash. Phillips came to the scene to be with his
because his daughter, Chelsea Phillips, was a
daughter and Bartlett. He told his daughter and wife to leave the crash scene because it
passenger in the car involved in the first wreck. was too dangerous to be on the interstate. He was waiting with Ms. Bartlett until the
Few details have emerged about the first
investigation was complete, according to FHP.
crash. Richard was completing her single
Lindecamp received minor injuries. Owens wasn’t injured. Blood alcohol test results are
vehicle crash investigation in the center median pending for both men. Charges are pending further investigation, according to FHP.
when the second crash killed her and the two
Trooper Richard will be buried from First Baptist Church of Ocala at 2 p.m. Thursday,
men.
May 8. Visitation is from 5-7 p.m. on Wednesday, May 7.
FHP said a truck driven by Troy T. Owens, 22, of Ocala, struck Richard, Duggan and
Flowers can be sent to the church.
Phillips. The trooper and Duggan were dead at the scene. Phillips died later that evening at

Williston Gives Preliminary Okay to Federal Flood Insurance Ordinance continue from page 1A
impacted by the new ordinance. One city sewer lift station
would be impacted.
Of the 163 acres identified on flood hazard areas in the
city, 49 acres are drainage retention ponds constructed as
a requirement of governments and 56 acres are old rock
quarries. Much of the remaining acreage is in the Williston
Airport.
Council President Jason Cason noted that the entrance to
the new Williston Middle High School is designated as an
area that can flood.
Goodman was concerned about adopting such an
ordinance without notifying people who own property in
a flood hazard areas that they could be required to meet

different building requirements if they constructed a building
in the flood zone. He was concerned that there might be
additional costs to the property owner.
Cason and City Manager Scott Lippman responded that
the federal flood hazard map already exists and property
owners in flood prone zones would face higher insurance
premiums in the private market if they built in those zones.
They said the federal flood insurance program would
actually offer them insurance at a reduced rate. They said the
city would also be eligible for federal disaster assistance under
the FEMA insurance program.
The ordinance appoints city Building and Zoning Director
Walter Brown as the floodplain manager. The ordinance

would apply to any development or rehabilitation work on
any structure identified on flood plain maps as a flood hazard
area.
The ordinance would also attempt to reduce or eliminate
damage from flooding. In flood zones, the bottom floor of
buildings would have to be constructed above the level of
projected flooding as determined by FEMA.
Since there are no existing buildings in flood hazard areas,
the ordinance would be applied to future construction.
Adopting the ordinance will cost the city nothing. Brown
is a certified flood plain manager.

County Agrees to Joint Workshop with Chiefland on ALS Unit continued from page 1A
Bell also requested that all five county commissioners and
all five city commissioners attend the workshop to ensure
they can make decisions. The county will advertise the
workshop.
Chiefland Fire Rescue has lobbied for the ALS unit for
some time. It says the ALS unit would give paramedic
firefighters the ability to administer advance life support
medical treatment in emergencies.
The city currently operates basic life support. It doesn’t
have the county’s permission to use drugs and heart support
equipment that come with advanced life support.
City firefighters often arrive at emergencies long before
county ambulances, but they say basic life support equipment
often doesn’t allow them to save the lives of the critically ill
or injured before an ambulance arrives on scene.
The county is adding an ambulance to its fleet. The seventh
ambulance will operate out of Fanning Springs rather than

Chiefland.
When Public Safety Director David Knowles first assumed
office, county commissioners moved an ambulance out of
Chiefland and Williston and placed them at the outskirts of
Bronson, which already had ambulance service. They said
the idea was to place the two ambulances at a more central
location.
Williston and Chiefland, the two largest municipalities in
the county, have never gotten those ambulances back.
Knowles is spreading the ambulance fleet around the
county. He said the purpose of placing the ambulances at
strategic locations around the county is to improve response
times. He also has two roving ALS non-transport units like
the one Chiefland is requesting.
The county commission is the licensed emergency medical
service provider in Levy County and would have to approve
an ALS license for Chiefland.

Second Meth Lab Found in
Chiefland
A 28-year-old Chiefland man was arrested by the
Levy County Sheriff’s Office Monday for operating a
methamphetamine lab in his home.
It was the second meth lab the sheriff’s office discovered in
the Chiefland area within a 48 hour period.
Rowdy Elton McCall, was arrested at 7751 N.W. 115th St.
in Chiefland and is being held at the Levy County Detention
Facility on a $75,000 bond.
Levy County Drug Task Force members rendered the site safe.

Williston Police Department
Warns of Scams
I try to pen a press release every six months or so to warn our citizens about fraudulent
practices that plague our City; most specifically our elder citizens. Florida elders comprise
about 18 percent of the population and I expect that number is closer to 25 percent, locally.
That’s significant to the other 75 percent of us because those are our neighbors, loved ones
and Grandparents and they represent the most vulnerable class of citizens we have! There are
whole cultures of criminals who target elders for the following reasons:
1) They are the generation of “trust”. Their word is their bond and they expect others think
like them (they don’t!). They believe a handshake is as good as a contract.
2) They are fiscally responsible. They may have amassed some savings, have a pension or
they have a regular social security check each month. The house is likely paid for as are
the vehicles.
3) If they lived during the great depression, they may not trust banks. They will have a cash
stash at home. I can promise you there are no clever hiding places for that stash and an
intruder will find that money within minutes.
4) They are not particularly computer savvy. They may have one for email and web
browsing but they still believe phishing is done with a rod and reel.
The list of scams is limitless and trying to capture them in a single editorial is impossible.
My message to our elders is twofold:
1) If it’s too good to be true, it probably is and
2) Don’t get greedy! If you didn’t enter a sweepstakes, you probably didn’t win it
regardless of the story the fellow on the phone gives to you.
This editorial is targeted at the rest of us. Elders need to be respected under all
circumstances and most of us prefer to mind our own business. There are times though,
when we need to question stories that don’t ring true. A good friend of mine at a local bank
assured me that the bank has great latitude in questioning unusual cash withdrawals and I
was pleased to learn this. Still, we as friends and family need to be alert and protective of
these folks because the bad guys move fast. They will be gone within seconds of ripping off a
victim and we, the Police, are always behind the curve on catching them. Door to door sales
without an invitation is illegal! If you have peddlers in your neighborhood, call us now!
Thanks to all,
Clay Connolly
Williston Police

Chiefland built a two-bay ambulance station along Park
Avenue when the county operated two ambulances in the
city.
The city hasn’t changed its view that an ALS unit stationed
permanently in Chiefland would save lives in the absence of
an ambulance. Chiefland Fire Rescue says response times
have become worse due to the lack of a second ambulance in
the city.
The county says 44 percent of all calls for the Chiefland
ambulance come from Fanning Springs. They say adding an
ambulance to Fanning Springs will lower response times.
Chiefland still wants an ALS unit permanently stationed
in Chiefland.
The city is inviting Dr. Christine VanDillen, the county’s
medical director, and Rickey Stone, training coordinator for
the Florida Department of Health to take part in the June 3
workshop.

Legislature Approves $34.8 million to Build Williston Middle High School

continued from page 1A

“I am tremendously happy. I think it will give our county economy a big boost and the
kids in Williston deserve a new school,” Hastings said Monday.
The Levy County School Board’s portion of the $34.8 million project is about $6 million.
The school board has committed three years of discretionary property tax funding to the
project. The discretionary property tax is 1.5 mills.
Members of the State Senate and State House offered different funding options for school
construction early in the legislative session, with senators pushing to partially fund all six
projects on the list and the House backing the Florida Department of Education plan to
fully fund the top three projects and partially fund the remainder. Lawmakers settled their
differences and fully funded the Williston School and also provided $31 million for a new
Dixie County Middle High School.
Hastings said he never doubted the funding would be approved. He said Williston Middle
High School was on the Florida Department of Education’s critical needs list and the project
had support from the governor and House Speaker Will Weatherford.
Weatherford was guest speaker for the Levy County Schools Gala event earlier this year
where he promised funding for the new Williston school. Hastings said he probably did the
same for other school projects whereever he spoke, but he was confident Weatherford would
back the project with full funding.
Hastings and Dean and Stone were also major players in finding funding for the new
school.
“They were very major players. You’ve got to have their support to obtain state funding,”
Hastings said.

FINANCING SEMINAR

FIRST TUESDAY OF EVERY MONTH
Location:
Starts:

Deer Trail Model Home
10 Deer Trail Circle, Bronson, FL 32621
May 6th | 6:30pm - 7:30pm

Hosted By:

Alarion Bank and Bosshardt Realty
(Refreshments will be provided)

Instructor:

Levis Johnson Loan Officer
Levis.Johnson@AlarionBank.com

Topics Covered:

•
•
•
•
•
•

Mortgage Process • What lenders look for
Shopping for a lender • Work up a budget
Documentation
5 C’s of credit
Credit scores
Loan Programs

deertrailhomes.com/contact/

10 Deer Trail Circle Bronson, FL 32621

Beverly Anderson | 352.514.1581
Tate Mikell | 352.225.1871
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OPINION

Thomas Sowell
Creators Syndicate

Demonizing the Helpers

It is not easy to demonize people who have spent hundreds
of millions of dollars of their own money to help educate poor
children. But some members of the education establishment
are taking a shot at it.
The Walton Family Foundation -- created by the people
who created Walmart -- has given more than $300 million
to charter schools, voucher programs and other educational
enterprises concerned with the education of poor and
minority students across the country.
The Walton Family Foundation gave more than $58 million
to the KIPP schools, which have had spectacular success
in raising the test scores of children in ghettoes where the other children are far behind in
academic performance.
D.C. Prep, in Washington, whose students are mostly poor and black, has also received
grants from the Walton Family Foundation. Its test scores likewise exceed those of
traditional neighborhood schools, as well as the test scores of other local charter schools.
Other wealthy people across the country have been doing similar things for years, including
high-tech tycoons like Bill Gates and Michael Dell. It is one of the great untold stories of a
unique pattern of philanthropy that makes America truly exceptional.
Yet these philanthropists have been attacked by the teachers’ unions and by others in the
education establishment, including academics.
It was painful to watch a well-known historian of education on a TV talk show recently,
denouncing people from “Wall Street” who have promoted alternatives to the failing public
schools. Apparently, in some circles, you can just say the words “Wall Street” and that proves
that something evil is being done.
You can listen in vain for any concrete evidence that these philanthropic efforts to help
educate poor children are creating harm.
Instead, you get statements like that from the head of the American Federation of
Teachers, saying, “they’re trying to create an alternative system and destabilize what has been
the anchor of American democracy.”

If government-monopoly schools, with iron-clad tenure for incompetent teachers, have
been an anchor, they have been an anchor around the necks of American students, who
consistently score lower on international tests than students from countries that spend half as
much money per student, and yet have students who outperform our youngsters, year after
year.
It is not written in the stars that youngsters in ghetto schools have to score miles behind
everybody else. Data from the 1940s show test scores in Harlem schools comparable to test
scores in white working class schools on New York’s lower east side. (See “Teachers College
Record,” Fall 1981, pages 40-41.)
Even today, particular minority schools -- sometimes charter schools, sometimes Catholic
schools, and sometimes even regular public schools headed by principals who defy the
prevailing educational dogmas -- turn out black students who can compete with other
students academically.
Teachers’ unions and others who defend the public school establishment decry competing
schools, on grounds that they are somehow undermining the public schools.
One of the claims is that these alternative schools drain money from the public schools.
But expenditures per pupil in the public schools have risen during the era of the spread of
alternative schools.
Of course, if there were no alternative schools, the total amount of money going to the
public school system might have increased more. But this would not necessarily produce
more money per student, since charter schools typically do not get as much money per
student as the public schools get.
Then there is the claim that alternative schools “skim the cream” of the students, and that
this explains why their test results are better. But many, if not most, charter schools select
among their applicants through a lottery.
Lots of things need to be done by lots of people to improve our education system,
especially for schools in minority neighborhoods.
Demonizing those who are trying to help is not one of them.
Thomas Sowell is a senior fellow at the Hoover Institution, Stanford University, Stanford, CA
94305. His website is www.tsowell.com. To find out more about Thomas Sowell and read features
by other Creators Syndicate columnists and cartoonists, visit the Creators Syndicate Web page at
www.creators.com.
COPYRIGHT 2014 CREATORS.COM

Big Government GOP’s Common Core Rebrand Hustle
Michele Malkin
Creators Syndicate

the “new” Indiana math
standards supported by Pence
and the state school board.
This weekend on “Fox News Sunday,” anchor Chris
He begged the state to ask
Wallace credited his guest, Republican Indiana Gov. Mike
qualified mathematicians
Pence, with leading the nation as the “first state to fall out of
to revise the standards.
the Common Core national education standards.”
He was ignored. Milgram
If only it were true.
revealed that “there are even
Wallace didn’t do his homework. And presidential aspirant
more errors in the current
Pence was too busy daydreaming about 2016 to correct him.
document than were present
Reality check: Last week, Pence faced the anger of
in (an earlier draft).
hundreds of Indiana parents, educators and activists at a
The standards for these
public Indiana Business Roundtable meeting to discuss his
courses are completely
phony charade. The protesters openly booed Pence’s derision
disorganized and,
of critics as out-of-staters and elitists. They roared their
mathematically speaking, can only be described as bizarre.”
disapproval when he claimed that his “new” standards were
Indiana mom and vigilant education analyst Joy Pullmann
superior and homegrown.
added:
Indiana mom Heather Crossin, one of the earliest and
“Pence’s decision is all the more foolish because Indiana
strongest grassroots voices against the federalized standards/ has been renowned as one of the two or three states with the
textbook/testing racket, exposed the truth: “The proposed
highest standards in the nation.
standards are simply a cloned version of the Common Core
... Now Indiana has even worse standards than the
rebranded.”
Common Core Hoosier mothers and fathers spent three
Indiana mom Erin Tuttle, also a leading Hoosier activist
exhausting years attempting to defenestrate.”
for true academic excellence, reported that state officials
It wasn’t just opponents who spotlighted the “new”
had failed to prove that their “new” scheme included
Indiana standards’ eerie echoes of the federal Common Core
“internationally and nationally benchmarked” standards as
program.
required by state law.
A pro-Common Core educator in Indiana, Tami Hicks,
Indiana native and Hillsdale College professor Terrence
counseled her colleagues: “(D)on’t stop your work on CCSS
Moore, who reviewed the “new” English standards,
(Common Core State Standards) -- they are just getting a
concluded that if the proposal were turned into him as a
new name. ... If you compare the new drafted standards to
college paper, he would give it an F and write “plagiarism”
the CCSS, they will see that they are practically (or even
across the top. The “new” regime recycles old Common
exactly) the same.”
Core ideology, eschews phonics and fails to define “what
A spokesman from Pence’s office sent me materials
constitutes good reading and good literature.”
purporting to refute the critics. But the documents he sent
Indiana native, Stanford University emeritus math
revealed a fascinating tidbit:
professor and former member of the Common Core math
Common Core architects have generously waived
standards validation committee James Milgram blasted
copyright claims on their materials, will not sue Indiana

recyclers and “did not see any problems with Indiana using
excerpts or portions of the Common Core State Standards
within Indiana’s standards.” How convenient.
Pence’s friend Republican Utah Gov. Gary Herbert also
inadvertently spilled the beans on the Rename That Common
Core Tune game. “I’ve talked to Gov. Pence about what
they’re doing there,” he told a local reporter. “In essence,
they’re creating what’s called the Indiana Core. It’s not the
Common Core. It’s the Indiana Core, but their standards
are almost mirroring exactly what’s commonly referred to
as the Common Core standards. So they’re just doing it in
a different way, which is what we’ve already been doing in
Utah.”
GOP Arizona Gov. Jan Brewer pulled a similar move,
issuing an executive order last fall to whitewash “Common
Core” from state government documents. She replaced the
name with “Arizona’s College and Career Ready Standards.”
But the old racket is still in place. And Bill and Melinda
Gates Foundation-funded lobbyists from Achieve Inc. and
the Partnership for Assessment of Readiness for College and
Careers are still in the driver’s seat.
This retreat-and-rebrand strategy was explicitly
championed by Fed Ed advocate and former Arkansas GOP
Gov. Mike Huckabee. Huckabee told his allies at the Gates
Foundation-funded Council of Chief State School Officers
earlier this year that since Common Core had become “toxic,”
the group needed to “rebrand it, refocus it, but don’t retreat.”
While disingenuous Republican governors tout their
“withdrawals” from Common Core, it’s more of the same
old, same old: Diluted standards, tied to testing/textbook/
technology cash cows, manufactured a top-down cadre of
big-government D.C. education lobbyists and big-business
interests, in violation of local control and state sovereignty.
Michelle Malkin is the author of “Culture of Corruption:
Obama and his Team of Tax Cheats, Crooks and Cronies”
(Regnery 2010). Her e-mail address is malkinblog@gmail.com.
COPYRIGHT 2014 CREATORS.COM

Letter to the Editor
May 1, 2014
To the Community of Williston and Levy County,
It is with sad hearts that the Board of Directors of the
Williston Animal Group (WAG) has accepted a letter of
resignation from Claudia Parkhurst, Vice President. Claudia
and her husband Bill are two of the founding members
of WAG. As Claudia stated in her letter, they have seen
WAG progress from its meager beginnings of adopting out
dogs in the Sparr parking lot to the full-fledged non-profit
organization with kennel facilities here in Williston with
many fun activities in between.
So as a fond fair well to the Parkhursts, I would like to ask
the community to help WAG continue with the vision that
Claudia and Bill had back in 2003. That is to continue the
mission of WAG. To find permanent, loving homes for the
dogs in our protective care. To provide a safe haven for those

dogs in transition, to serve as advocates for those dogs and
continue on. And though you both will not have an active
work to end animal overpopulation. To educate the public
role with WAG, know that you will always be a member of
about compassion and responsibility toward all animals.
the WAG family.
There are many things needed to do this. First and
Thanks for everyone’s continued support.
foremost is money. Funds are needed for the day to day care
of the dogs at our facilities (dog food, supplies and veterinary
Donations and information:
care.) But beyond that is the on-going need for volunteers.
Williston Animal Group
The handful of active volunteers need help with the day-toP O Box 752
day care of the dogs. This includes feeding, exercising and
Williston, FL 32696
yes, poop scooping. But there is also a need for volunteers to
352-528-9888
help with the soliciting of those much needed donation and
www.willistonanimalgroup.com
help with transporting dogs to and from the vet and various
info@willistonanimalgroup.com
events. There is also a need for volunteers to help WAG build
public awareness in the community at local events. For all
Sincerely,
the dog and animal lovers out there, there are many ways to
Karen Ferguson
help. And any help you can give will be greatly appreciated.
Secretary/Treasurer
So as we say goodbye to Claudia and Bill, WAG will
Williston Animal Group
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Yoho Votes to Support Our Veterans and Active Duty Military
Washington D.C. - Congressman Ted Yoho (R-FL-03) voted in
favor of funding the benefits programs of all veterans in the state of
Florida and across the country. His yes vote for the bi-partisan H.R.
4486 - the Fiscal Year 2015 Military Construction and Veterans Affairs
Appropriations bill - will also allocate funds to train and equip our
military, provide housing and services to military personnel and their
families, and help maintain base infrastructure.
“The primary duty of Congress is to provide for the common
defense of our great country. As members of Congress we also have
an obligation to care for those brave men and women who are serving
and have served in harm’s way. This bill will make sure our active duty
military has the resources and training they need to perform their mission. It will also take
care of the warfighter who has sacrificed so much and served their country with honor,” Yoho
said.
• The bill provides $71.5 billion in discretionary funding – a cut of $1.8 billion below the
fiscal year 2014 level. This reduction is largely due to a lack of new need for military
construction projects, while increasing funding for veterans programs by $1.5 billion.
• $6.6 billion for military construction projects – family housing, medical units, and
education and training facilities.
• $64.7 billion in discretionary funding for Department of Veterans Affairs. Of that $45
billion goes towards VA medical services – mental health care, suicide prevention, rural
health initiatives, homeless veterans treatment, and job training.
• Bill will also provide increased funding for claims processing, continuing oversight
requirements that benchmark progress on the backlog, and places conditions on funding
for the modernization of the VA health record system.

Yoho Applauds Speaker for Appointing
Investigation Committee on Benghazi

Congressman Ted Yoho (R-FL-03), who has demanded answers and accountability from
the Administration on the tragedy in Benghazi, was pleased to learn Speaker Boehner will be
appointing a select committee on this issue. Congressman Yoho gave the following statement
about the announcement:
“I applaud the Speaker for officially calling for a formal investigation into the White
House’s response to the events of September 11, 2012 in Benghazi. The attack on our
diplomatic post in Libya was not sparked by a video. Though individuals attempted to dupe
the American people into believing the mob was retaliating in response to the video, it was a
terrorist attack, plain and simple. To this day, no one has been brought to justice, and those
truly responsible for the safety of our mission in Libya have not been held accountable for the
deaths of four Americans; four deaths that never should have happened. Individuals in the
State Department and the Administration must be held responsible for their inaction and the
lack of security authorized to protect that compound. Lastly and more importantly, we must
and will track down the perpetrators of this crime and bring them to justice for the murder of
our fellow American citizens.”
Congressman Ted Yoho serves on the Foreign Affairs and Agriculture Committees. He
represents North Florida’s 3rd Congressional District

Rubio Welcomes Supreme Court Decision Upholding
Legislative Prayer
Washington, D.C. – U.S. Senator Marco Rubio (RFL) today released the following statement regarding the
Supreme Court’s decision in Town of Greece v. Galloway to
uphold legislative prayer:
“I welcome today’s Supreme Court decision upholding the
long American tradition of legislative prayer. The Town of
Greece’s practice of allowing guest chaplains – who could
be of any faith, or none at all – to lead invocations reflects
America’s long tradition of religious freedom.
“I filed a friend-of-the-Court brief in this case, and
personally attended the Supreme Court arguments, because
I believed that important principles that make America
a unique and vibrant country were directly at stake. This
decision is an important vindication of what defenders of

religious liberty
have long known:
we are enriched,
not threatened, by
the open and free
expression of religion.
“Unlike so many other countries around the world,
America always has been a place where religion brings people
together. In times of war and peace, tragedy and triumph,
prayer has united us. Prayer has inspired many of the great
reforms that have strengthened and delivered on the promises
of liberty made in 1776.
“Legislative prayer, in particular, is a practice that goes
back to the very Founders of the Republic. It has enriched my

career as a public servant, both in the Florida legislature and
now in the U.S. Senate. That tradition hung in the balance
in this case. If the lower court’s decision had been allowed
to stand, we would have taken a dangerous turn away from
the vision of our Founders. We would have moved one step
further toward the ‘naked public square’ where religion is
stigmatized, feared, and something best kept private.
“Defenders of religious freedom at home and abroad
should be encouraged by today’s ruling.”

Shifting County Politics Has Changed the 2014 Election continued from page 1A

District 2 seat. Russell “Rock” Meeks, who is challenging
Johnson in the District 2 race, changed from Democrat to
Republican in 2012.
County Commission Chairman Ryan Bell switched from
Democrat to Republican in 2009 and beat then Democrat
Lily Rooks for the District 4 seat in 2010. Bell and Rooks
will face off in the Republican primary in August. Rooks
changed her party affiliation from Democrat to Republican
in 2012.
The 2010 race was the first time in county history that
Republicans swept the ballot. Not a single Democrat won
county office.
Three Levy County School Board members are running
for re-election without party affiliation this year. State law
requires them to be non-partisan. But all three incumbents
were former Democrats who switched to the Republican
Party. None has opposition to this point.
School Board member Cameron Asbell switched from
Democrat to Republican in October of 2008. School Board
member Rick Turner switched from Democrat to Republican
in 2012 and School Board member Robert Philpot switched
from Democrat to Republican in 2012.
Michelle Finnen, chairwoman of the Levy County
Republican Executive Committee, said there is no single
reason why voters and candidates are switching from
Democrat to Republican.
But she believes in general, people switch when they
realize their values don’t align with the Democrats.
“There’s been a change because they know they are not in
the right party,” she said. “Times are changing in the county.”
She said people are realizing the country doesn’t have a
blank check to pay the bills and with the arrival of President
Barack Obama on the national stage, a larger debate has
sprung forth about states’ rights. Finnen said people are more
aware that big government “shouldn’t be involved in your
business.” She said she was referring to a person’s personal
business as well as individual commercial businesses. She
said the economy has been slow to recover because of the
regulations imposed by big government on small businesses.
She said small businesses have difficulty growing and adding
jobs under the weight of government.
Finnen said it is not her place to judge whether there are
pretend Republicans that switched from the Democratic
Party to the GOP. She hopes they changed because their
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beliefs aligned better with Republicans.
former county commissioner Lily Rooks. King said she
“If they say they are Republicans, then they should look at did more research on the issues and made more trips to
our website and determine whether their values and beliefs
Tallahassee on behalf of constituents than anyone else.
match up with the Republicans,” she said. The website
“In most cases I would vote for a woman before a man,”
is levyrepublicans.com. The site contains a statement of
King said.
Republican values.
King said politicians from both major parties are guilty
Former Levy County Democratic Executive Committee
of spending taxpayer dollars to further their political careers
Chairman Charley King said the Democratic Executive
and remain in office.
Committee in Levy County is defunct. He said people
But he said there are fundamental differences between
weren’t showing up for the meetings.
Democrats and Republicans that make him a Democrat.
King, who was chairman about a year ago, spoke to the
“I have always believed that Democrats are for the lower
Journal as an individual rather than as a party representative. and middle class and Republicans are for the middle and
He believes many people switched parties because of the
upper class. That’s why I’m a Democrat,” King said.
marriage issue. The National
Democratic Party supports
Last Week’s Crossword Last Week’s Word Search
gay marriages. He said many
people changed party affiliation
because of Christianity issues.
He said the people standing
along the roadside with pro-life
signs are 90 percent Republican.
“Democrats aren’t necessarily
for abortion, but they think
an individual has the right to
choose,” he said. “It’s a big
factor.”
King said Obama has been
another big factor in people
switching parties. He said some
people won’t vote for a black
person; not just here, but in
other parts of the country.
“You’ve got these people
who won’t vote for him
because he’s black,” King said.
“All I’m doing is giving you my
opinion. It is a factor.”
He said there are voters
who won’t cast a ballot for a
woman, either, but he said
he favors electing women to
political office. He said one of
the best county commissioners
Levy County ever had was

Word Search
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Suwannee River Breaches its Banks in Fowlers
Bluff Before Cresting
By Terry Witt
Senior Staff Writer

It wasn’t exactly the flood of the century, but the Suwannee River sent water over its banks
in portions of Fowlers Bluff last week, inundated Clay Landing Park in Chiefland and made
for interesting conversation at the Treasure Camp on the Suwannee.
Missy Roesch, who
operates Treasure Camp on
the Suwannee for her father,
said the worst part of the
flooding is the alligators and
water moccasins that take up
residence on high ground near
the restaurant as the water
rises.
“People don’t realize the
high water drives the wild
critters to dry land,” she said.
Levy County Emergency
Management Director Mark
Johnson said the Suwannee
River should begin dropping
by the middle of next week,
and assuming no major rains
hit Southeast Georgia, the
flood waters should gradually
subside.
Johnson said the Suwannee
Valley was fortunate that the
big weather front that dropped
22 inches of rain on Pensacola
in a 24-hour period made
Clay Landing Park and the boat ramp were completely
covered with flood water from the Suwannee River. Photo a left turn before it reached
by Terry Witt.

The main street in western Fowlers Bluff is partially flooded. Some site built homes that
stand on a foundation are surrounded by water. Photo by Terry Witt.

southeast Georgia and the Okeefenokee Swamp.
“We dodged a bullet,” he said.
Heavy rains in southeast Georgia can mean flooding on the Suwannee River.
In Fowlers Bluff, where seasonal visitors sometimes outnumber the regulars, flooding is
nothing new. But no one was thrilled to see the big river begin to swell and breach its banks
at the western end of the town.
Roesch was busy serving the weekly Mexican buffet on Wednesday evenings at Treasure
Camp as the river flowed over the Fowlers Bluff boat ramp next door and customers watched
the river a few feet below them. The restaurant is elevated several feet above the ground for
just such occasions.
The river was 7 inches above flood stage on Tuesday but was cresting. The high water was
considered a minor flood event, according to Johnson.
Johnson said he has been advising people to track river levels online at the Southeast River
Forecast Center, which is part of the National Weather Service. The forecast center gives
daily changes in river levels in Levy County and elsewhere along the Suwannee and Santa Fe
rivers.

Florida Agricultural Land Increases for First Time Since 1982
Statewide Agricultural Census Results Show 42 Counties Added Farmland
Detailed census data from the U.S. Department of
Agriculture released today shows the amount of land in
Florida dedicated to agriculture grew for the first time
since 1982. More than half of the state’s counties added
agricultural acreage from 2007 to 2012, when the census was
taken.
“This report shows that agriculture is still a powerhouse
in this state,” said Florida Commissioner of Agriculture
Adam H. Putnam. “Florida agriculture continues to grow
and evolve, adding new products, acreage and jobs to our
economy.”
Highlights include:
• Florida added 316,772 acres, increasing the size of
farmland for the first time since 1982.
• Marion and Okeechobee counties had the largest
acreage increases, at 54,903 acres and 103,467 acres,

respectively.
• The growth of peaches increased statewide by 426
percent to 1,231 acres on 380 farms.
• Olives are now reported on 47 farms on 80 acres; no
olives were reported in the last census.
• Avocado acreage grew by 88 percent, while the number
of blueberry farms increased by 83 percent.
• Pounds of peanuts harvested more than doubled, while
mango acreage increased by 50 percent.
• The state’s Alpaca herd increased by 22 percent.
• The number of bee colonies has increased more than 30
percent.
• The average age of Florida’s farmers has slightly
increased to 60 years old.
• Florida’s farmers are becoming more diverse, with
increases in those reporting to be of American Indian,

Asian and African-American races and also of Hispanic
origin.
• Women continue to hold steady at about 21 percent of
principal farm operators.
The census of agriculture is the most accurate source of
information related to national and state agriculture. The
census provides a snapshot every five years of the farms,
ranches and the farmers themselves that make up American
agriculture.
To view the 2012 Census of Agriculture, visit www.
agcensus.usda.gov. For more information about the Florida
Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services, visit
www.FreshFromFlorida.com.

Freshwater Fishing Excels Due to Team Effort and Public Funding
This spring was exceptional for
freshwater anglers, but it is not
just a matter of luck or seasonal
weather variances. Florida Fish and
Wildlife Conservation Commission
(FWC) biologists work with anglers,
industry and other scientists to
protect and enhance Florida’s freshwater fish species and
aquatic habitats as part of their mission, and anglers help
ensure success.
Funding for these efforts comes from a variety of sources,
including fishing license sales, Federal Aid in Sport Fish
Restoration
(SFR), donations
and sale of the
“Go-Fishing”
largemouth bass
tag.
The popular
“Go Fishing”
bass tag is a great way to show your support and passion for
freshwater fishing in Florida. Buy one now for your vehicle or
trailer, or as a great gift for the angler in your life.
Florida provides some of the best freshwater fishing in
the world, which is why anglers spend so much time fishing
here. Specific to freshwater fishing, the latest national
survey (2011) reported Florida had 1.2 million anglers. They
enjoyed 26 million days fishing (No. 2 Texas had 23 million),
spending almost a billion dollars and generating an economic
impact of $1.7 billion that supported 14,000 jobs.
Fishing license sales are the primary source of funding
for the FWC’s Division of Freshwater Fisheries to ensure
those public benefits. In addition, Federal Aid in Sport Fish
Restoration, a user-pays, public-benefits program, provides
matching money to manage fishery resources. Excise taxes
on fishing equipment, motorboat and
small-engine fuels, import duties
and interest are returned to the states
based primarily on a formula that
includes land area and the number of
paid license holders.
Sport Fish Restoration ensures all
monies spent on fishing licenses in
Florida go for conservation. So not only will the $17 spent on
an annual license go to conservation, but approximately $8
additional from SFR will be added to improve your fishing
and boating.
Although resident seniors over 65 years of age are exempt,
buying a license is a simple way for them to contribute
to ensuring quality fishing for themselves and their
grandchildren. Youth under 16 are also exempt, but a new
license allows them to buy a license at any age. It is valid

until they turn 17, so they don’t actually spend any more
money than if they waited until they were 16. Besides the
sense of pride in being a card-holding member of the fishing
community, the fact they have a license allows FWC to
claim the extra $8 for SFR each year from when they buy the
license until they turn 17.
The FWC understands these are your hard-earned
dollars. Consequently, we make special efforts to get your
opinions. The Black Bass Management Plan is one example
where public meetings, surveys and in-depth meetings with
industry leaders and anglers provided specific guidance for
improving your fisheries. The conversations and management
plan led to creation of the TrophyCatch program and to a
reassessment of black bass
regulations to develop the
least-restrictive regulations
feasible to protect and
enhance trophy bass fisheries
and maintain healthy bass
populations statewide. This
is an ongoing effort, and
the public is encouraged to
participate.
Biologists use various means to collect important data,
such as using electric current to stun fish, which are collected,
identified, documented and released. Biologists and trained
staff also interview anglers to see what they are catching
and how much time it takes to catch various sport fish. This
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information is compared with results from previous years and
other water bodies. Unfortunately, those random sampling
techniques do not fully account for some of our most valuable
fish – trophy largemouth bass.
“Filling that data gap is a major reason for TrophyCatch,”
says Tom Champeau, director of the Division of Freshwater
Fisheries Management. TrophyCatch (TrophyCatchFlorida.
com) is an incentive-based conservation program that
rewards anglers for releasing bass heavier than 8 pounds. In
addition to promoting catch-and-release of these older female
bass, the data is used as a form of citizen science.
For instance, FWC stocks hundreds of thousands of
largemouth bass each year. Aquatic vegetation management
efforts keep waterways open for multiple uses, while native
aquatic plant and other habitat enhancement strategies
improve conditions for fish and other wildlife. Other
programs include building and repairing boat ramps and
courtesy docks, placing fish attractors and fish feeders,
constructing fishing piers and providing fishing clinics for
youth. Information on where TrophyCatch entries come from
can be compared to these stocking, habitat management and
other programs to determine the most effective and efficient
methods to improve opportunities for anglers to catch trophy
bass.
Florida is blessed with great fishing resources and a
responsible management approach. If you want to help,
please be sure to respond to FWC surveys, register for
TrophyCatch, report fish tags, abide by fishing rules,
ensure you have a valid license, and report ongoing resource
violations or impaired boaters to Wildlife Alert (888-4043922). When you buy your license (License.MyFWC.com),
you may also contribute to the Youth Hunting/Fishing
Program and help create the next generation that cares.
Another simple way to contribute and brag about being
a proud angler is to buy a “Go Fishing” largemouth bass
specialty plate for your car and boat trailer. You can do so at
the tag office when you replace your license tag, or online at
myfloridaspecialtyplate.com/go-fishing.html. You can even
buy gift certificates for a specialty plate for Mother’s Day and
Father’s Day. The tags are a present your parents will enjoy
for years and features a Florida bass, with a redear sunfish
and bluegill swimming in a bed of eelgrass. Buy yours today
and help ensure the future of freshwater fishing in Florida.
Instant licenses are available at License.MyFWC.com
or by calling 888-FISH-FLORIDA (347-4356). Report
violators by calling 888-404-3922, *FWC or #FWC on your
cell phone, or texting to Tip@MyFWC.com. Visit MyFWC.
com/Fishing and select “more news,” or scr.bi/Fish-busters
for more Fish Busters’ Bulletins. To subscribe to FWC
columns or to receive news releases automatically, click on the
red envelope on any page of MyFWC.com.
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Final WES Students of the Month Announced for May
The last SOM ceremony for the 2013-14 school year
by Lisa Statham Posteraro

It wasn’t Cinco de Mayo, but it certainly was a celebration
on Friday, May 2nd, when Williston Elementary School
honored the last group to be tapped as Students of the
Month! After welcoming the Wildcats being recognized and
their invited family members to the media center, the school’s
administrators, Marla Hiers and Chloe Gabriel, presented the
recipients with certificates.
The Student of the Month program asks that each
classroom teacher nominate one student in the area of
academics, citizenship and/or most improved. In addition, the
teacher gives a reason as to why that particular student earned
the award; this information is shared with the audience when
the child’s name is announced, making each presentation a
little more personal and special.
Two 5th graders received awards in academics, Vintavia
Jelks and Saniyah Pullings. Citizenship awards went to Taylor
McDaniel and Victoria Stevens. Anthony Williams received
his certificate for being most improved. Finally, Saul Alonso
received both citizenship and most improved! The 5th grade
teachers are Nancy Bowman, Jeanne DuBois, Mary Sridhar,
Jessica Stevenson, Serena Thiessen and Steve Van Zwienen.
The same thing held for the 4th graders. Chellsea Vaughn
and Angel Battles were presented academics awards. Then
two received citizenship awards went to Caleb Barbazon and
Jahrian Jackson. John Golom and Alaycia Rowe were tapped
for academics and most improved. The 4th grade teachers are
Michelle Clark, Hillary Cribbs, Rachel Kates, Britney Perno, Williston Elementary School Principal Marla Hiers and assistant principal Chloe Gabriel proudly pose in the school’s media
center with 21 of the 22 students, grades 3-5, who are being honored for their academic achievement or citizenship or
Tina Roberts and Julie Whiteacre.
The 3rd grade team includes Kathy Brewington, Courtney being most improvement in their studies. This was the final SOM ceremony for the school year
Edwards, Mary Guinsler, Laurie Helgerud, Cindy Hiter,
headed back to class after the brief 8:00 a.m. ceremony.
Rowena Rivera, Michelle Ruiz, Marissa Schultz, Renai
A huge thank you goes out to Kathy Brewington, who was the go-to person all year.
Sparrow and Becky Ward. These instructors also recognized only two for academics, Mahala
Names
were submitted to her, and she oversaw the printing of the certificates. Manager
Placke and Morgan Klinger. Four 3rd graders received citizenship awards: Deanna Fout,
of
the
computer
labs and technology Charlie Watson usually took the group’s photograph;
Angelina Solis, Olivia Hilty and Kaylenna Valdez. The remaining certificates were for
media
specialist
Donna Lovvorn stepped in when Watson was unavailable. Of course,
academics and citizenship and went to Skylar Rives and Jamalle Wolfe. Donarian Moultrie
Wildcats
always
to share their honors with their family members, so thanks to those family
and Leah Whitener were honored for being most improved.
members
who
attended
the Student of the Month ceremonies.
Following the ceremony, refreshments were served to the attendees by Peggy Brooks and
Congratulations
to
these
May 2014 Students of the Month! You are the role models your
Erin Owens in the absence of representatives from the Parent-Teacher Organization (PTO).
teachers
appreciate!
Your
group
photo is now on the Wall of Fame in the Wildcat Café!
Red and white PAW “drawstring” book sacks were presented to the recipients before they

Flooded Areas Bring Mosquito Activity so ‘Drain & Cover’
Florida Health Officials, along with the State Emergency
Response Team, remind Floridians to avoid being bitten by
mosquitoes and to take basic precautions to limit exposure
when performing home cleanup following recent flooding
activity in Florida.
To protect yourself from mosquitoes, always remember to
“Drain and Cover”:
DRAIN standing water to stop mosquitoes from
multiplying.
• Drain water from garbage cans, house gutters, buckets,
pool covers, coolers, toys, flower pots or any other
containers where sprinkler or rain water has collected.
• Discard old tires, drums, bottles, cans, pots and pans,
broken appliances and other items that aren’t being used.
• Empty and clean birdbaths and pet’s water bowls at least
once or twice a week.
• Protect boats and vehicles from rain with tarps that
don’t accumulate water.
• Maintain swimming pools in good condition and
appropriately chlorinated. Empty plastic swimming
pools when not in use.
COVER skin with clothing or repellent.
• Clothing - Wear shoes, socks and long pants and longsleeves. This type of protection may be necessary for
people who must work in areas where mosquitoes are

present.
• Repellent - Apply mosquito repellent to bare skin and
clothing.
• Always use repellents according to the label. Repellents
with DEET(N,N-Diethyl-m-toluamide), picaridin, oil
of lemon eucalyptus, and IR3535 are effective.
• Use mosquito netting to protect children younger than 2
months old.
Tips on Repellent Use
• Always read label directions carefully for the approved
usage before you apply a repellent. Some repellents are
not suitable for children.
• Products with concentrations of up to 30 percent DEET
are generally recommended. Other US Environmental
Protection Agency-approved repellents contain
picaridin, oil of lemon eucalyptus, or IR3535. These
products are generally available at local pharmacies.
Look for active ingredients to be listed on the product
label.
• Apply insect repellent to exposed skin, or onto clothing,
but not under clothing.
• In protecting children, read label instructions to be
sure the repellent is age-appropriate. According to the
Centers for Disease Control (CDC), mosquito repellents
containing oil of lemon eucalyptus should not be used

on children under the age of three years. DEET is not
recommended on children younger than two months
old.
• Avoid applying repellents to the hands of children.
Adults should apply repellent first to their own hands
and then transfer it to the child’s skin and clothing.
• If additional protection is necessary, apply a permethrin
repellent directly to your clothing. Again, always follow
the manufacturer’s directions.
COVER doors and windows with screens to keep
mosquitoes out of your house.
•
Repair broken screening on windows, doors,
porches and patios.
For more information on what repellent is right for you,
consider using the Environmental Protection Agency’s search
tool to help you choose skin-applied repellent products:
http://cfpub.epa.gov/oppref/insect.
For more prevention tips and information on mosquitoborne illnesses, contact your county health department or
visit the Florida Department of Health website. Follow the
Florida Department of Health on Twitter at @HealthyFla
and on Facebook.

My First Osceola Turkey; Now It’s Time to Apply for Gator
Permits
By Tony Young
May “Outta’ the Woods”

Florida Turkey Registry. One spur was 1.5 inches, the other
was 1.25 inches, and his beard was 11.25 inches. A trophy
gobbler in any state!
I hope everyone enjoyed a
The next couple days, we continued to hunt hard for a bird
great turkey season, and I am for Katie, but never could get one within shooting distance
happy to report that I tagged- before we had to head back home to Tallahassee. But that’s
out in Florida, finishing
hunting for you. Needless to say though, it was an incredible
my season in local woods,
extended weekend of Osceola turkey hunting in a whole
harvesting a nice Eastern
different habitat, and we can’t wait to go back next spring –
with a 9-inch beard and 1
maybe for a whole week!
1/8-inch spurs. But the most Gator permit deadline nears
exciting part is that I took my
Now that it’s May and turkey season in Florida is over,
first Osceola on a great hunting trip with my wife to Martin it’s time to apply for gator hunting permits, and that is yet
County, thereby getting my Florida Slam (shooting both
another hunting tradition that my wife and I love to do
subspecies of wild turkeys that reside in the state). And what together every year.
a true trophy bird and wonderful vacation it was.
Have you ever wondered how cool it would be to fight
My old college friend, Matt McGuire, had been trying
and bring into the boat a 10-foot alligator? If you’ve never
to get Katie and me to come down to hunt with him on his
gator hunted before, to me, it’s a combination of hunting and
good friend Lance Troup’s cattle ranch. So that’s exactly what fishing.
we did – and that gorgeous property did not disappoint.
Since 1988, the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation
I am a lifelong Floridian and have spent the majority of
Commission (FWC) has offered hunters the opportunity to
my days hunting the red hills of the Panhandle, so this south take part in its annual recreational statewide alligator harvest.
Florida landscape was new to me and its beauty captivating. These special hunts provide a thrilling, hands-on hunting
We were there for a three-day hunt, and it was on the second adventure unlike any other you could imagine.
morning when we struck gold.
Alligator season spans about 11 weeks and always runs
Matt and Katie sat in a blind we had made from palmetto from Aug. 15 through Nov. 1. Here’s how you can apply for
fronds with three decoys out in front. Matt was doing the
the more than 5,000 permits that will be available.
calling, and Katie the shooting. I sat in another ground blind
During Phase I, alligator permits will be issued by random
150 yards away with no decoys, and except for some soft,
drawing, but you only have until May 5 to apply, so hurry!
pre-dawn tree yelps, I wasn’t going to make a sound. If the
Applicants will be limited to drawing only one permit during
turkeys walked their way, perhaps Katie would get a shot.
the Phase I and II application periods. You may submit your
And if they came my way, maybe I could.
no-cost application at any tax collector’s office, license agent
That morning, without hearing a single gobble from the
or through the Internet at License.MyFWC.com.
tree, I turned out to be the lucky one when two big toms
Phase I drawing results will be posted after 10 a.m. EDT
came in silent from behind me and crossed right in front of
on May 9. You will have until May 19 to pay the cost of the
my blind. When the opportunity presented itself, I raised
permit, if you are drawn. Any permits not purchased by this
my 12-gauge 870 pump and rolled the bigger of the two, and deadline will be available to apply for during Phase II.
when I walked over and put my hands on him, I realized my
While Phase II was previously a first-come, first-served
first Osceola was also my very first bird to qualify for the
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phase, it is now a random drawing. Hunters can apply for
permits during this phase beginning at 10 a.m. May 23
through June 2. However, those who drew a permit in Phase
I and paid for it cannot apply during Phase II. And, hunters
applying during Phase II must submit a new application.
Phase II results will be posted after 10 a.m. on June 6.
Hunters who drew a permit during this application period
must pay for it by June 16, or it will again be placed back into
the system and be available for all during Phase III.
Any permits remaining after the first two application
periods can be purchased during Phase III on a first-come,
first-served basis beginning at 10 a.m. on June 20 until all are
sold. Anyone may participate during Phase III – even those
who bought a permit in Phase I or II.
The cost for your first alligator trapping license and two
hide-validation tags is $272 for Florida residents and $1,022
for nonresidents. If you happen to buy an additional permit
during Phase III, it will cost $62, regardless of whether
you’re a resident or not. No hunting license or other permits
are required to go gator huntin’.
Each permit allows you to take two alligators from
whichever county or body of water you were awarded during
a specific harvest period. You must be at least 18 years old by
opening day, Aug. 15, to purchase one.
If you don’t have all the gear necessary and you’d rather
assist a friend who’s purchased an alligator trapping license,
you can pay just $52 for an alligator trapping “agent” license.
You don’t even have to be 18 to buy one. This license allows
you to take alligators, but only when you’re with your friend
who has the tags.
So if you’d like to do some gator giggin’, visit MyFWC.
com/Alligator and click on “Statewide Alligator Hunts”
for more information on these exciting gator huntin’
opportunities.
Here’s wishing you luck in getting drawn for what could
be the hunt of your life. Remember to introduce someone to
hunting when you can. As always, have fun, hunt safely and
ethically, and we’ll see you on the water!
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TeenSafe Announces Mobile Phone Monitoring Service
for Parents

Software Solution gives parents ability to access text messages, call logs and social media applications and aid in
keeping children safe in a time where smartphone users are starting earlier than ever before
COSTA MESA, Calif., (May 1, 2014) – TeenSafe,
the developer of a new sophisticated iPhone and Android
monitoring service for parents of teens and children who are
smart phone users, today announced the official launch of
its comprehensive mobile and social monitoring for parents
wanting to track their children’s mobile phone and social
activity. The web-based service works with groundbreaking
mobile monitoring technology giving parents the ability
to see incoming, outgoing and deleted text messages, web
browsing history, contacts, call logs, Facebook posts, and
Instagram activity through a secure, online TeenSafe
account. As the pioneer in this category TeenSafe was the
first to develop iPhone monitoring without the need to
“jailbreak” an iPhone.
The TeenSafe mobile monitoring technology is secure and
discreet, allowing customers to choose whether their child is
aware their phone is being monitored. The software also uses
the phone’s Global Positioning System (GPS), Wi-Fi, and
Cellular technology to monitor the phone’s location, letting
parents know where their child is located.
“We are extremely proud to announce the official launch
of TeenSafe. We understand children are getting mobile
phones at younger ages each year. Wonderful advancements
in technology have given us the ability to have the world at
our fingertips in an instant. As parents we know that along
with the good this technology offers, there is a tremendous
risk in giving them an opportunity to stumble upon dangers
that can affect their whole life. TeenSafe allows parents the
ability to make sure their kids are using this very powerful
technology safely and responsibly,” said Scott Walker,

Co-Founder of TeenSafe. “Mobile phones have given
children incredible power and access to communication and
information that were never accessible to this extent in the
past. We wanted to create a tool that would allow parents to
open their eyes to how their child is interacting in real time
to ensure their safety. Our motto is ‘Protecting Your Most
Valuable Treasure’ and as parents too, we make sure that
everything we do reinforces that concept.”
The idea for TeenSafe was born through personal
experiences involving the founders’ teens and their mobile
devices, which could have been prevented with the use
of monitoring software. Teens today are constantly
subjected to extremely challenging social, cyber bullying,
sexual harassment and peer-pressure issues that are often
communicated through mobile devices without a parent’s
knowledge. TeenSafe provides parents with the ability to
see these messages and intervene before any of these types
of activities have the potential to do harm. The system is
designed to facilitate communication between a parent and
a child. In addition to monitoring a child’s activity for risky
behavior, TeenSafe can also help validate a child’s good
behavior by using their mobile technology responsibly, which
provides peace of mind to parents.
“I believe TeenSafe goes hand-in-hand when you give
your child their first phone. It’s designed to keep lines of
communication open and we’ve found that it’s like having a
window into your child’s life,” said Ameeta Jain, co-founder
of TeenSafe. “We teach our children and teens rules when
they get in the car, whether it is always wear a seat belt or
no texting and driving. Why would we give our children a

smartphone, one of the most powerful tools in our lifetime,
without some type of guidance and monitoring?”
Once installed, TeenSafe is virtually undetectable on the
child’s mobile device. TeenSafe feels it is the parent’s choice if
they want to inform the child that they are being monitored,
however, they encourage open communication with families.
It takes less than five minutes to set up TeenSafe and it’s very
simple to use. TeenSafe uses 256-bit Secure Socket Layer
(SSL) security to ensure a child’s personal information cannot
be viewed by anyone but the parent. For parents who want to
test TeenSafe before purchasing, a free, six-day trial is offered
to give parents the ability to use all of the system’s features
and capabilities.

About TeenSafe

Founded in 2011 and based in Costa Mesa, Calif.,
TeenSafe is the leader in iPhone and Android mobile phone
monitoring software for parents. Over 250,000 parents have
signed up for TeenSafe since inception and their web-based
software solution provides parents easy and secure access via
an online TeenSafe account to their children’s text messages,
web browsing history, contacts, call logs, Facebook Posts and
Instagram activity. TeenSafe also acts as a location monitor
so parents know where their child is. TeenSafe has created a
parental advice blog called Teenology.com which gives tips,
guidelines and personal testimonials in order to support and
help parents of teens in today’s technology-filled world. For
more information about TeenSafe, please visit www.teensafe.
com. Like TeenSafe on Facebook.com/teensafe and follow
them on twitter.com/TeenSafeCom

County Back to Scratch on Troubled Septic Tank Project
near Inglis
By Terry Witt
Senior Staff Writer

that has handled the project, agreed to rebid the work.
The proposed solution to the drain field problem is to
remove 4 ½ feet of fill and replace it with sandy soil that will
After a year of frustrating failures, Levy County
allow better drainage. The project involves dismantling the
Commissioners are back to square one as they try to solve a
carport and tearing out the concrete pad and replacing all the
perplexing septic tank drainage field problem at a home near dirt in the front yard.
Lake Rousseau in southern Levy County.
The Tarafa home is located in Peaceful Acres on a
The home of Roberto and Deborah Tarafa at SE 197th
peninsula of land that borders a manmade canal and is part
Place has a poorly functioning septic tank drainage field that of Lake Rousseau. One of the concerns is that the house
commissioners hoped to replace in the near future through a stands on fill dirt used to create the subdivision and the soils
Community Development Block Grant.
are poorly drained.
But the bid amount announced at Tuesday’s board meeting
A consultant for Jordan & Associates was asked after
was more than double what engineers estimated. Engineers
the meeting if he had ever thought about recommending a
figured the project could would be $30,000.
performance-based septic system for the Tarafa property. He
Originally the board received no bids for the troubled
had never heard about performance-based septic systems, but
project. They asked County Coordinator Freddie Moody to
he said he would check it out on line.
wait another week. He did. The only legal bid was submitted
Performance-based septic systems are sometimes used on
by Richardson Site Prep, Inc. for $79,466.77.
waterways in Florida because the systems treat effluent to a
Jordan & Associates, the county’s planning consulting firm higher degree of purity than a traditional septic tank system.
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Commissioners have gone the extra mile attempting to
find a solution to the septic tank drain field problem. The
Tarafa family will have no working septic tank on their
property if a solution is not found.
All proposed solutions to this point have centered on using
a traditional septic tank system and improving the drain field.
The total project cost for the Tarafa home rehabilitation
project would have risen to $151,000 if commissioners had
approved the septic drain field bid. Commissioners were told
the $79,466.77 bid wasn’t firm. The company might have to
raise the price if it ran into problems.
The project has been beset by problems from the
beginning. The county commission doesn’t want to abandon
the family nor does it wish to get hit with a lawsuit if a
solution can’t be found and the family is left without a
habitable home.
Commissioners are taking one more shot at getting a lower
bid.

Mother’s Day Dinner
By Daris Howard

I laughed. “Are you kidding? This is going to be great!”
I loaded the main level of the grill with steak, and the
upper rack with potatoes and other vegetables. I had no
sooner done so than a wind came up and blew out the fire. I
turned the knob up slightly and relit it.
Again, the wind blew out the fire. I turned the knob up a
lot, and relit it once more.
The wind kept blowing the flame all over the place, so I
closed the lid. I realized I had forgotten the long fork and
tongs I had purchased to use with the grill, so I went inside
to retrieve them. Unaware that my smallest daughters had
decided my new grilling tools were toys for their sandbox,
I hunted for them in vain for quite some time. Finally, in
desperation, I grabbed a regular fork and a spatula, and
headed back outside.
The smell that filled the air around the grill was something
akin to a possum caught in a forest fire. Even the dog was
laying on the ground covering his nose. I opened the lid and
it released a large burst of billowing black smoke.
I reached the short table fork in to turn the charcoal steaks,
and the fire removed any semblance of hair from my arm.
I turned the knob to reduce the flame, and the fire went
out. I quickly turned the steaks, and relit the fire. I spent a
frustrating hour turning knobs and restarting the fire, but
finally, I decided the steaks were done.
As we sat down to eat, one of my small children
complained.
“Daddy, I don’t want to eat the black part!”
I told them they could eat what they were served or they
could go without dessert.
“Did you make the dessert on the grill, too?” one of my
teenage daughters asked. “If so, I would probably be good
with not having any.”
Everyone else laughed at her unfunny joke, but I held firm.
However, when we cut into the first steak, as black as it
was on the outside, it was red enough on the inside to still
moo. Defeated, I scraped off what charcoal I could and stuck
them all in the oven. I helped my wife fix up some more
potatoes, and we loaded them in the oven as well.
Finally, an hour or so later, we again sat down to some
semblance of a meal. When we finished, and my mother was
on her way home, she summed up everyone’s feelings quite
succinctly.
“Well, when you get that grill figured out, feel free to
invite me back for dinner.”

It was Mother’s Day, and I was excited to invite my mother
out for dinner. We always enjoy having her come, but this
was going to be an especially great dinner because I had just
purchased a new gas grill. I could hardly wait to show her,
along with the rest of my family, how well I could cook in the
outdoors.
I had been a scoutmaster for many years, and had become
a professional in the art of cooking over a fire. Not that it
requires great skill with 18 boy scouts, as they will pretty
much each bark if you fry it and put ketchup on top. But
I prided myself on the many hours of outdoor cooking
experience I had, and the many recipes I had grown
proficient in cooking over an open flame.
I had never used a gas grill, but I knew it couldn’t be much
different than a campfire, except, perhaps, a thousand times
easier. After all, the temperature could be controlled with
the turn of a knob. On a campfire, the heat is controlled
by careful placement of wood so as not to get it too hot. I
had mastered this as well as it could be mastered, and I was
excited to turn those skills to a gas grill.
I was determined to make it a meal my family would
always remember. I started preparations the day before. I
bought some of the leanest cuts of steak and marinated them
overnight. Though they cost half our week’s grocery budget, I
figured that, for this historic occasion, it would be worth it.
When the day arrived, I cut potatoes into wedges and
brushed them with oil and a slight bit of garlic salt. I sliced
onions, tomatoes, peppers, and other vegetables to fry. Once I
had everything ready, I prepared to light the grill.
It was one of those fancy kinds where you just push the
button and it fires up. I turned on the gas and hit the button,
but nothing happened. I punched the button about 50 times
like I was trying to surf to a channel that would lite, but all
to no avail. I checked the wire and found that when I had
put the rest of the grill together, I had missed connecting the
wire to the sparker.
I climbed under the grill to rectify my error. It was an
easy fix, and I soon had it connected. I stood up in front of
the grill and hit the button. Since the gas had been on the
whole time I had been working on the switch, a ball of fire
shaped like a micro atomic bomb shot out of the grill, and
evaporated my eyebrows and helped my already receding hair
line recede further.
Undaunted, I entered the house to retrieve the food I had
prepared. When my wife saw my changed appearance, she
(Daris Howard, award-winning, syndicated columnist,
kindly asked if I wouldn’t prefer she cook everything on the
playwright, and author, can be contacted at daris@darishoward.
stove.
com; or visit his website at http://www.darishoward.com)
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disclaims all liability for any
damage suffered as the
result of any advertisement
in this newspaper. The
Levy County Journal has
the sole authority to edit
and locate any classified
advertisement as deemed
appropriate. The Levy
County Journal reserves
the right to refuse any
advertising.
---------

FREE
PREGNANCY
TESTS – Confidential
Harmony
Pregnancy
&
Resource Center. Now open
Mon. thru Thurs. from 11 AM
to 6 PM. Call (352) 493-7773
or write to us at Harmony
Pregnancy Center, P. O. Box
2557, Chiefland, FL. tfnJf

---------

AL-ANON MEETINGS IN
WILLISTON — Join us

for Al-Anon meetings on
Monday evenings at 7
p.m. at the Midway Plaza
located at 13451 NE
Highway 27 Alt. in Williston.
1-800-851-1795. ftfn
--------NARCONON — a nonprofit
public benefit organization
that specializes in helping
people with drug or alcohol
addictions
assessments
and more than 11,000
local referrals. Call (800)
556-8885 or visit www.
drugrehab.net
--------AA MEETINGS – FOR
INFORMATION
CALL
NORTH
CENTRAL
FLORIDA Intergroup Office
at: 352/949-2239 which is
also a 24-hour local hotline
number. Tfnf
ADDICTION RECOVERY
MEETING - Do you struggle
with a Drug or Alcohol

---------
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License # ec13001855.

Guardian ad Litem
tfnJb
Be the one to advocate
--------for abused and neglected
ALL SEASONS
children who have never
HEATING & A/C
been told they are loved,
License # CAC057426
smart, strong, worthy…that Residential & Commercial
they are Somebody.
Replacements or Upgrades
Don’t wait to be the one to
MobileHome Unitsgive them hope. No special
Heat Pumps
background needed. Legal
CARRIER
and staff support provided.
1-800-542-1028
The next class starts June
(352) 542-3008 or
12th. Orientations held every
493-4888
4th Thursday from 12-1 pm
24 Hour/7-Day
at 102 N. Main St, Chiefland.
Emergency Svc.
For more info, call 352/493Call for estimate
6051 or go to www.gal.
tfnJb
alachua.fl.us.
Only 50% of children in Levy
135 VOLUNTEER
County have an advocate to
OPPORTUNITIES
stand up for them. Call today
– 352/493-6051 Visit today – FLORIDA’S LONG-TERM
www.gal.alachua.fl.us
CARE
OMBUDSMAN
Tfn Jf
PROGRAM
needs
--------volunteers to join its corps
OPEN AA MEETING
of dedicated advocates who
IN CEDAR KEY
protect the rights of elders
The
United
Methodist residing in nursing homes,
Church at SR 24 and 4th assisted living facilities and
in Cedar Key is hosting an adult family care homes.
AA meeting on Thursdays The program’s local councils
at 7 p.m. This is an Open are
seeking
additional
Meeting. Tfnf
volunteers
to
identify,
--------investigate and resolve
Discover truths in the residents’ concerns. Special
Scriptures that have been training and certification is
buried under centuries provided.
of flawed tradition and All interested individuals
forgotten by many. Join who care about protecting
Michael Rood on a journey the health, safety, welfare
through the Scriptures, and rights of long-term care
bringing them to life, and facility residents -- who
leading you along the path often have no one else to
to learning and living the advocate for them -- are
Word of God. Go to: http:// encouraged to call toll-free
aroodawakening.tv/about/ (888) 831-0404 or visit the
tfnJf
program’s Web site at http://
ombudsman.myflorida.com.
The local council meets
125 SERVICES
to discuss the program’s
SHEDS, SHEDS, SHEDS! current activities and give
— We move ’em. Best price the public a chance to

in

town.

Deadline: Friday, noon

415 Mobile Homes for Sale
435 Commercial Property
for Sale
440 Vacant Land for Sale
445 Wanted to Buy
500 For Sale
505 Antiques
510 Auctions
515 Yard Sale

ADVERTISER NOTICE — addiction? Come to our Joe’s Rollback Service.
The Levy County Journal meetings held the 1st and Credit cards accepted.
does not endorse, promote 3rd Thursday night of the TfnJp
--------or encourage the purchase month at Mt. Nebo Baptist
ELECTRICAL WORK
or sale of any product Church 7:00 PM – Hwy. 340
State certified,
or
service
advertised in Bell, at the flashing light,
Dependable, Honest
in
this
newspaper. west of 129. Call 386/935Experts for any and all
Advertisements are the 2300 or Kevin Craven at
electrical needs call
sole responsibility of the 352/463-8700 or go to www.
advertiser.
The
Levy grace-ministry.net for more All Seasons @ 493-4888
or 1-800-542-1028.
County Journal hereby info. Tfnf

---------
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352-493-0345.

520 Building Materials
525 Appliances
526 Furniture
530 Guns
535 Pets & Animals
540 LiveStock
545 Good Things to Eat
550 Farm Products
555 Automobiles

135 VOLUNTEER
OPPORTUNITIES
provide comments about
long-term
care
facility
issues. Concerned citizens
and those interested in
volunteering are welcome to
attend. tfnf

210 HELP WANTED

CASH PAID FOR JUNK
CARS. $300 and up. 352771-6191. 5/8Jp

---------

FULL TIME SECRETARIAL
POSITION opening at First
Baptist Church of Bronson.
Must have computer and
bookkeeping skills. Send
résumé to 460 S. Court
Street, Bronson, FL 32621.
Applications can be picked
up at the address listed
above. 5/1Jb

---------

E X P E R I E N C E D
KNUCKLE- BOOM
LOADER OPERATOR on
high production logging
crew. Job includes: sorting,
processing and loading
logs onto log trailer. Pay is
Negotiable, some benefits
included. Call 352/9491058. DFWP. -5/15Jp

---------

MID-FLA HAULING, INC.
LOOKING FOR
LOCAL DRIVERS
Experienced Drivers for
local runs, home every
night. We offer 401K, health
and dental insurance, paid
vacation & bonus. One year
tractor trailer experience, 24
years old, must have Class
“A” CDL. Online:
www.mid-flahauling.net
4154 SW State Rd 121,
Worthington Springs, FL;
800-766-7558. 5/15Jp

Journal
Levy County

Your Locally-Owned Paper
of Record since 1923

556 Trucks
560 Estate Sale
570 Swap, Barter or Trade
600 Recreation
605 Boat & Marine
610 Campers, RVs & Trailers

615 Motorcycles & ATVs
700 Farm
705 Farm Equipment
900 Legal Notices

305 APTS FOR RENT

440 LAND FOR SALE

WILLISTON
ARMS
APARTMENTS - 1, 2 and
3 bedroom apartments
starting at $423 per
month. Short commute to
Gainesville and Ocala. We
accept Section 8 vouchers.
Rental assistance based
on eligibility and availability.
This institution is an equal
opportunity provider and
employer. Equal Housing
Opportunity. Florida TDD
1-800-955-8771. Rental
office phone: (352) 5283352. tfn2/27Jb

Only
$410/mo.
www.
LandOwnerFinancing.
com or call 352-215-1018.
5/22Jp
--------5 ACRES WILLISTON:.
6671 NE 131 Ave. WELL
SEPTIC
&
POWER!
Gorgeous Oak Shaded
Homesite! Fenced! Perfect
for Horses!
Owner
Financing!
NO DOWN
PAYMENT!
$59,900.00
Only $525.67/mo
www.
Land- Owner- Financing.
com or call 352-215-1018.
5/22Jp

440 LAND FOR SALE

1 ACRE IN BRONSON:
Beautifully wooded parcel!
Nice
Neighborhood.
Owner Financing!
NO
DOWN PAYMENT! Total
$12,900.00 Only $132/mo.
www.LandOwnerFinancing.
com or call 352-215-1018.
5/22Jp

---------

1 ACRE MORRISTON:
WELL SEPTIC & POWER
ALREADY INSTALLED!!
Cleared homesite.
Nice
Neighborhood.
Owner
Financing.
No down
Payment!
$24,900.00.
Only 256.12/mo.
www.
LandOwnerFinancing.com
or call 352/215-1018. 5/22Jp

445 WANT TO BUY

CASH PAID FOR JUNK
CARS. $300 and up. 352771-6191. 5/8Jp

500 FOR SALE

DIXIE

MONUMENTS:

Serving North Central Fla.
for over a decade. Featuring
beautiful bronze, marble
& granite monuments in
many colors and styles.
Choose from 100s of
designs or let us custom
design any idea you may
have! We have the latest
technology in laser etchings
and can also inscribe final
dates and lettering at the
cemetery. Now located for
your convenience at 24347
SE Hwy 19 in Old Town,
Florida 32680. Open TuesFri 8-4 & Sat. 8-12 or call for
after-hours appt. Toll Free
1-877-542-3432 6/20/14Jb
---------

--------10 ACRES DUNNELLON
–
Peaceful
Secluded
Country Setting! Perfect
for Horses!
Owner
Financing! NO DOWN
PAYMENT
$59,900.00.
Only $525.67/mo. www. LUMBER FOR SALE —
L a n d O w n e r F i n a n c i n g . Pine, cherry and cypress.
com or call 352-215-1018. Call Sammy at (352) 9495/22Jp
3222. ptfn
----------------DO YOU LIKE PLANTS? 4 ACRES WILLISTON:
Need yard person to work in Secluded
country 555 AUTO FOR SALE
flower beds. Call Phyllis at: setting. Gorgeous Oaks ANY JUNK CAR – cash
352/486-2860. 5/15Jp
with cleared homesite. paid up to $300. Free
352-771-6191
Owner Financing!
NO pickup.
5/8Jp
DOWN
PAYMENT!
300 RENTALS
Total
$39,900.00
CHEAPER STORAGE
FIRST Month FREE
Climate Controlled
Last week’s Sudoku
Down from Dollar General
in Williston
352/528-0778, tfnJp

Sudoku

Confusion Clarification
on submitting information to be published in the
Levy County Journal

If you are interested in sending information to be published for
your group or to place advertising in the Levy County Journal please
remember – we are an independent newspaper published and owned by
a local resident and we cover ALL of Levy County and have since 1923.
We are not included in the expression “all” the papers of Levy County
when giving information to be published to someone other than the
Journal.
We are ONE voice that covers ALL of Levy County.
To reach Levy County through the Levy County Journal – Your
Locally-Owned County Paper of Record since 1923 both in newsprint
and on our greatly viewed website, including our enlisted overseas, please
make sure to call us personally at 352/486-2312 or email us at: editor@
levyjournal.com so we can serve you well.

9A

The answers for this week’s sudoku puzzle will appear in next weeks issue.

www.levyjournalonline.com
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Tri Counties Relay for Life Generates $24,000 in
a Single Night

Clif and Janet Bradley are shown in the Capital City Bank
Jeep made for the Road To Recovery portion of the Relay for
Life of the Tri-Counties event. This portion was sponsored
by Santa Fe Ford. Photo courtesy of Dale Anderson.

Residents from Chiefland, Gilchrist and Dixie Counties walk the oval at the Gilchrist Agricultural Center in support of cancer
research and a cure. The booth on the left is the Suwannee Redfish Team that has raised $8,900. Photo by Terry Witt.

In the Relay for Life, participants walk at least 12 hours around a track of some sort. Most
have pledged money. In this
case, the walk took place
in an agricultural events
By Terry Witt
building about four miles
Senior Staff Writer
north of Trenton.
“It’s a great event,” Stone
The Tri Counties Relay for Life in Gilchrist County raised $24,000 for the American
said.
Cancer Society.
The luminary service to
Hundreds of walkers from Chiefland, Dixie County and Gilchrist County gathered at the remember the victims of
Gilchrist Agricultural Complex north of Trenton to raise money for cancer support programs cancer occurred at 9 p.m.
and research.
Friday night. Candles were
Kyle Stone, community representative for the American Cancer Society in Gainesville,
placed in paper bags and
estimates a total of $73,000 has been raised thus far. The ultimate goal is to raise $94,500 by provided the only light in the
August.
agricultural complex.
Much of the money raised for the relay is generated by fundraisers organized by teams
Much of the money raised HOPE is the message of the relay for all. Photo courtesy of
participant LuAnn Young.
within the communities. The fundraisers occur in advance of the event and afterward. The
by the relay will be used to
Suwannee Redfish Team from Suwannee Baptist Church has raised $8,900. Central Florida fund operation of the Hope
Electric Cooperative raised $7,500. Both earned the title of platinum level fund-raisers.
Lodge in Gainesville. Cancer victims and their families can stay at the lodge while receiving
The Chiefland, Dixie County and Gilchrist County Relay for Life charity walks combined repeated treatments.
forces this year to try to get a better turnout at the relay itself. Small communities were
Cancer survivors are recognized at the relay. This year 65 cancer survivors were recognized.
having success raising money in previous years, but participation in the relays themselves
The event also featured the caregivers walk for people who have cared for cancer victims.
wasn’t strong.
Stone said one woman who had been caring for her son called and said she wanted to walk.
Last year, the three separate communities raised a total of about $100,000 with three
They had always walked together.
separate relays.
“This year he wasn’t here to walk too,” she said.
Stone said she doesn’t know whether the three communities will want to join forces again
Stone said there have been great advances in cancer research and treatments and survival
next year.
rates are increasing for many types of cancer.
“I would like to think so. I can’t imagine separating these relays because this one was so
Pancreatic cancer, however, still has low survival rates.
successful,” she said.

Log Cabin Quilters

At Haven Hospice, we believe
our staff and volunteers
are the difference.

The Log Cabin Quilters met Thursday, May 1st at the Levy County Quilt Museum at
1050 NW 10th Ave, Chiefland. Work was done on the quilt in the frame while others
worked on their own projects. More important, it was a time for friends to be together.
Linda came in for help with her quilt. We hope she will be joining us on Thursdays. Our
quilters enjoy helping others learn about quilting and other crafts.
Greg and the boys were out this week. The yard looks great. The boys are a great help
with the quilt blocks, doing the assembly and then hanging them on the porch. Thanks
Lancaster.
We had visitors from Africa this week. Actually, they live in the county and came by
for a visit. They’ve been in before so were in for a visit. One of the ladies quilted years ago
and was in need of some “get out of
the house” therapy time. The rocking
chairs came in handy this week.

National Nurses Week
May 6-12, 2014
It’s an honor to celebrate the nurses
of Haven Hospice in the Tri-County
communities who provide comfort, care
and compassion to the patients and
families we serve each and every day.
Rita Arrington, ARNP • Nicole Barron
Kelly Beck • DeAnna Beverly • Selena Carter
Renee Field • Michael Fowler • Holly Futch
Alison Geiger-Gilliam • Christine Gerlach
Cheryil Johnson • M’Alice Julius
Lynette Kraemer • Tanya McClellan
Julie Odom • Amy Osteen • Robin Rowland
Audrey Sites • Sandra Stone
Nancy Teckenbrock • Elizabeth Weisberg
Trinity Williams

You are the difference!
800.HOSPICE (467.7423) | havenhospice.org
Serving North Florida since 1979. Licensed as a not-for-profit hospice since 1980.

Marie was been working on on this kit that was
recently donated. This will be ready for Christmas.

Ailien made this 9 patch baby quilt.

To Our Readers –

For Your Information and Clarification
The Levy County Journal is the only locally-owned and completely independent
newspaper operating in Levy County. The Journal has absolutely no connection to
any other newspapers in the county.
If you are interested in sending information for your group or placing advertising
in the Levy County Journal, please don’t rely on corporate-owned newspapers to
forward information to the Journal.
To reach the Levy County Journal, your locally-owned county newspaper of
record since 1923, please make sure to call us personally at 486-2312 at our Bronson
office, or use our popular website at levyjournalonline.com, or email us at editor@
levyjourrnal.com. Our veteran newspaper reporter, Terry Witt, can be reached at
352/220-4927 or at tuu105@yahoo.com.
Thank you for supporting the Journal.
The revenue earned by the Journal is spent locally.

www.levyjournalonline.com

