MOPH Participates in the 2018 Pasadena Rose Parade
By MOPH Public Relations
On January 1st, 2018, a unique and beautiful float created by the Independent Order of Odd
Fellows and Rebekahs (IOOF) joined the 2018 Rose Parade, a century old New Year’s Day
celebration that featured 44 floats, 20 equestrian units with approximately 400 horses, and 21
marching bands which completed a 5.5 mile journey along Colorado Blvd. in Pasadena,
California. For the Military Order of the Purple Heart, the parade marked a new “first” in the
history of the Order by partnering with the Independent Order of Odd Fellows and Rebekahs
who have participated in the Rose Parade since 1908.

Winner of Director Trophy

All Odd Fellows Float Riders

As winner of the coveted “Director’s Trophy,” the Odd Fellows float was amongst the leaders of
the parade, immediately following the naming sponsor’s float (Honda), the 2018 Rose Parade
Grand Marshal (Gary Sinise), and the U.S. Marine Corps marching band and mounted color
guard. One major difference from past years was that a special group of veterans was riding on
the float, representing all of our Nation’s Purple Heart recipients, and were waving to the
hundreds of thousands of spectators that lined the streets along the parade route, and the
more than 70 million television viewers worldwide during Pasadena’s 129th annual Rose Parade
on New Year’s Day.

Grand Marshall Gary Sinise greets Riders

Jim Anderson, Sonya Broadway & Norm Sumner

To compliment the “Making a Difference” theme of the 2018 Rose Parade, the Odd Fellows’
float was titled “Sacrifice to Serve,” and featured the head of a bald eagle and a large Purple
Heart medal as a special tribute to those members of the U.S. Military who have received the
Purple Heart medal. In addition to dignitaries of the Independent Order of Odd Fellows, the
riders on the float included four Patriots of the Military Order of the Purple Heart and three
Purple Heart recipients who are members of the Odd Fellows.

“Sacrifice to Serve”

Just a few of the many volunteer decorators

The Odd Fellows and Rebekahs Rose Float Organization is incorporated as a 501c(3) Charitable
Corporation to provide an educational experience for the public by teaching volunteers to
sponsor, design, build, decorate, and enter a float that is a work of art in the annual Rose
Parade. During the last week of December each year, the process of decorating the float starts
in the early hours of the morning and continues until late at night by dozens of members of the
Independent Order of Odd Fellows and Rebekahs who congregate in Southern California for a
few days of comradery, fellowship and sunny weather. Contributions from the public are most
welcome and appreciated.

Thousands of flowers of all varieties

Flowers are clipped, chopped, plucked and pasted

Under the watchful eye and expert guidance of Master Float Builders Roberta Prosk and her
son John, the Rose Float slowly came to life. Building the float is a labor of love in which all
services by the members are volunteered -- no one gets paid to work on the float or the IOOF
organizing committee.

Roberta & John Prosk

Putting final touches on the float

This year the Odd Fellows Sovereign Grand Master John Miller and California Grand Master
Dave Reed honored the Military Order of the Purple Heart with an invitation to join in the
decoration of the float and to accompany them on its voyage through Pasadena. Four
members of the MOPH, including National Commander Neil Van Ess; Department of California
Commander Jim Anderson; Houston, Texas Patriot and NSO, Sonya Broadway; and National
Public Relations Director John Bircher assisted in decorating and then riding on the float.
Bircher developed and coordinated MOPH’s contributions to the decoration of the float and
participation in the Rose Parade.

Carnation petals make the letters “fluffy”

Van Ess & Anderson add Irises to Purple Heart

Reed, Miller and Ron Hanson

All Purple Heart recipients on the float

The three additional Purple Heart recipients, all members of the Odd Fellows, were Bob Laizure,
93, who enlisted in in the U.S. Navy in 1943 and served as an anti-aircraft gunner in World War
II; Norman Sumner, 77, who served two tours in Vietnam as a USMC helicopter crew chief and
left in 1968 as a staff sergeant with a Silver Star, Bronze Star, and Purple Heart; and, Ronald
Hanson, who served with the 1st Air Calvary Division in Vietnam from 1967 to 1969 and received
the Purple Heart for wounds sustained during an nighttime attack by enemy sappers.

Sherri Anderson adds Roses to float

Painting with ground spices, seeds, and flowers

2018 marks the Odd Fellows’ 62nd consecutive year of participation since 1955, and their floats
have often been recognized by the parade judges for the complex and painstakingly precise
detail of the artistic workmanship. The entire surface of a Rose Parade float MUST be covered
in natural materials such as seeds, beans, grains, fruits, vegetables, tree bark, leaves, fresh or
dried flowers, etc. The surfaces that appear to be "painted" are actually coated with a layer of
white glue, upon which is manually dabbed powdered floral material which is prepared by
grinding seeds and flower petals into a fine dust. Many different floral materials are required to
achieve the wide range of colors. The float was meticulously decorated with many types of
floral materials including a final bed of 11,000 red roses. 1,000 white roses, and hundreds of
purple irises. The 2018 Tournament of Roses judging of floats for parade trophies was held the
morning of December 31st, 2017 in the Phoenix float construction facility in Irwindale, CA.
Michelle Lofthouse, daughter of the Phoenix Decorating Company founder Bill Lofthouse, has
been designing floats for over 30 years and personally designed this year’s IOOF float.

Not only was this year’s float singled out for its patriotic significance, but was awarded the
“Director’s Trophy” for most outstanding artistic design and use of floral and non-floral
materials,
If you are wondering whether MOPH participation in the Rose Parade was a cost-effective
public relations and promotional vehicle, the answer is a resounding YES! All costs of the float
construction, decoration and participation were borne by the Independent Order of Odd
Fellows and Rebekahs. In terms of TV viewership and public awareness, the Rose Parade is an
event nearly on par with football's Super Bowl. The float is viewed by approximately 700,000
people who line the 5.5 mile parade route, and by at least 70 million more who watched in 127
countries, including China, via national and international television broadcasts. This is truly a
huge viewing audience that may have heard about the Military Order of the Purple Heart for
the first time, and will hopefully be encouraged to learn more about its mission of support to
Veterans and their families.

V
Odd Fellows Float Approaches Stands

Looking down from the crowded viewing stands

As the Purple Heart float glided down Colorado Blvd, Commander Van Ess, a combat wounded
Vietnam veteran, literally felt the weight of 50 years of shame, disappointment, and
resentment being lifted from his shoulders. As he waived to the crowds, he could hear the
individual voices of many of the bystanders calling out, “Thank You,” and “Thanks for Your
Service.” For Van Ess, it was a profound experience -- He felt he was finally receiving the
“Welcome Home” that had alluded him for so many years. Reflecting on the week’s events,
Commander Van Ess summed up his personal feelings when he said “This is the type of
experience that comes only once in a lifetime; I am just so thankful that it came in MY lifetime.”

