SUMMER GATHERINGS:
LOOKING AHEAD:
Effective June we go on summer schedule and invite your suggestions!
This (off) season we plan to meet on the SECOND and FOURTH Sundays each
month. As we have in years past, we hope to meet both on and off site, so keep an
eye out for the monthly newsletter and join in the fellowship fun when you are here;-)
JUNE plans include:

JUNE 9: at One Island Family, hosted and coordinated by our President, Marilyn
Smith: “Identity” a casual conversation in celebration of Key West Pride.

JUNE 23: Join us for a potluck picnic at Ft. Zachary Taylor at 11 AM! We will gather
at the northernmost part of the park. (That’s looking toward the ocean to the left of the
concession stand.) All paper goods, ice and beverages provided. Please bring a
finger food, picnic variety, to share. For more info, rides, etc. leave a message on the
church phone and we will call you back! 305-296-4369

Now put on those creative thinking caps and let us know your suggestions for the rest
of (off)season (July through September). Contact your service coordinators Claire, Joy
and Marilyn via jbt22ster@gmail.com to offer an offsite 'party' location or an onsite
discussion or craft/art/fun idea!

We will resume weekly services in October.

President's Message JUNE 2019 Marilyn Smith
"SUMMER 2019"
One Island Family is moving into our summer calendar, so instead of weekly services during JuneSeptember, we will gather on the 2nd and 4th Sunday each month to enjoy discussions, social
outings and community events. We pledge to keep you connected by our weekly and monthly
newsletters sent to you by email. (Make sure we have your current email if you want to know what's
happening as we plan these events. Send any email updates to Office@oneislandfamily.org) The
newsletters are also posted on our website (oneislandfamily.org) and you can click a link ( "News") for
those, so you don't miss any of our summer gatherings. We look forward to seeing you if you are here
this summer!
For the month of June our theme is "Identity" and we're inviting you to a discussion at One Island
family over coffee or tea on June 9th during the Key West Pride week. I recently discovered a
thoughtful message from UU Minister Rev. Erick Walker Wikstrom, who is lead minister at the
Jefferson Memorial Church in Charlottesville, VA. Here are excerpts from his "Can you Be Anyone
You Want?"
He begins by quoting this UU Hymn, “Everything Possible”, by Fred Small
You can be anybody you want to be, You can love whomever you will
You can travel any country where your heart leads, And know I will love you still.
"This song – which never fails to bring a whole lot of us to tears whenever we hear it –expresses the
sentiment that so many of us believe is the beating heart of our Unitarian Universalist faith – ours is a
tradition in which everybody, anybody, is welcome. All are welcome here.
But is that true? Is everybody welcome here? The classic challenge to this idea is asking whether a
card-carrying, sheet-wearing member of the KKK would be truly welcomed into this community. Just
this past Friday night one of our members was talking to me about this very thing – he raised the
question of whether someone who was wearing, with no sense of irony, a 'Make America Great' tee
shirt would find a warm welcome here.
Just as our tradition is often incorrectly described as one in which, 'you can believe anything you want
to,' the idea that 'everyone is welcome here,' is equally lovely sounding, and equally untrue. . . Our
Universalist ancestors avowed their belief in, 'the supreme worth of every human personality,' a way
of looking at and understanding the world which lives on, today, in the UUA’s first principle, 'the
inherent worth and dignity of every person.' 'Whoever you are, whomever you love, however you
express your identity … your presence here is a gift … we all are welcome here.' So it is, I believe,
one of our missions in the world, as Unitarian Universalists, to create safe haven for those who have
found themselves unsafe in so many other places.

And here’s the rub: we can’t really be this welcoming place if 'everybody’s welcome here.' It is a
paradox inherent within much liberal thought that 'liberal' implies an expansiveness which includes
everything. If we’re really a liberal community, then everybody should be welcome here, right? Even
that non-ironic wearer of the Donald Trump tee shirt. Right?
Well … no. Not right. At least, not necessarily.
I’ll bet some of you may be feeling your stomach knot up a bit when you heard me say that. Maybe
your heart’s beating a little more quickly, this is such a challenge to our usual self-understanding.
Others may be feeling a sense of relief that we don’t have to wrestle with how to be welcoming to
people that are hateful or those who are actively trying to hurt others.
We could make this distinction to say that every one is welcome here, but not every kind of behavior
is. Still some people have so bonded their beliefs and their actions that they are indistinguishable.
With some people you can’t separate the two, and those people are not welcome here; those people
should not be welcome here. Because if we do extend our welcome to them, we’ll be closing it off to
others. (Or won’t feel themselves to be welcome, which is really the same thing.)
I know longer say, 'all are welcome here.' Instead, just about every Sunday I say, 'We are a Unitarian
Universalist congregation that welcomes all who welcome all.' Semantics? Perhaps. But words
matter, and thinking carefully about what you say and the impact your words may have is, itself, a
step toward greater justice. If we are to be true to our Unitarian Universalist principles and values,
then we need to be a congregation that is sure enough about who we are, what we stand for, that we
can be equally clear about who we are not, and what we will not stand for. Not everyone should be
welcome here, because not every kind of behavior should be welcome here, and sometimes you just
can’t discern a difference. You can’t be anybody you want to be here, because there are some ways
of being that are anathema to who we are, because we’re committed to being a safe and nurturing
place for those for whom there are so few.
If you have felt unwelcome because of who you are, whom you love, how you express your identity,
your situation in life … if you wish to make this a community that strives to invite the uninvited … then
we have a place here. Ours is, ours needs to be, a community that welcomes all who welcome all. "

ATTENTION MEMBERS and FRIENDS:
Your Program Coordinators are always looking to organize for our regular 2019-2020 schedule of
services, resuming in October. If you have an idea for a lay-led service; if you have a favorite local
501(c)3, the director of which you would like to make a presentation; if you have a favorite
pastor/religious leader who might like to visit the Keys and share their message with us-- let us know!
Contact any one of us!
Claire Hurd
clurd1@yahoo.com
Marilyn Smith marilynkw@bellsouth.net
Joy Taylor
jbt22ster@gmail.com

COMMUNITY VOLUNTEERS NEEDED:
COOKING WITH LOVE- the food distribution program run by our friends at Metropolitan Community
Church (1215 Petronia Street) needs our help during this season while many of their members are
out of town! If you can help any Saturday, from about 10 am- 12 noon, please call Cherre Marchak
at (305) 293-6097 by mid-week. That’s when she makes out the schedule for the volunteers who
assemble and deliver the hot meal to about 150 households on Saturday. Volunteering is easy
because it’s so well organized, fun because of the caring people who are dedicated to this program,
and satisfying because you feel so appreciated by the folks who receive the meal. (Tell Cherre that
Marilyn Smith sent you!!)
TOBY ARMOUR has been leading a writing group for male inmates at the Monroe County Jail. Toby
is now leaving for the season but she sees an opportunity for an instructor (male or female) to teach
art, poetry or writing at the jail. If you would like to volunteer, please contact Marilyn Smith for more
information.

Whoever you are, we welcome you.
Wherever you come from, we welcome you.
Whatever you worship, we welcome you.
Whomever you love, we welcome you.
We ARE One Island Family!

One Island Family
801 Georgia St. Key West, FL 33040
oneislandfamily.org
e-mail: office@oneislandfamily.org
Monthly Calendar: http://www.oneislandfamily.org/calendar

