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2019 MAHC Preservation Grant Recipient Projects
The Maine Acadian Heritage Council, in partnership with the National Park Service, is pleased to have
awarded $51,458 in grants to its members and to qualifying groups or individuals for 2019-2020.
Since 1998, the MAHC has been fortunate to receive financial support from the National Park Service (NPS) on an annual
basis, allowing the people of the St. John Valley to continue their work in preserving and promoting the Maine Acadian
culture and its historic treasures. The following are some of the Preservation Grant projects from the $18,465.30 awarded.

Héritage Vivant Acadian
Roy House Roof Restoration
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The Roy House was originally built in
1790, only 5 years after Francois Violette
received the land grant to the place now
called Van Buren. In 1975, the house
was successfully moved, log by log, to its
current site. It’s the oldest house at the
Acadian Village. Though the house is
authentic, the fieldstone fireplace is a
close replica.
This year, it was recommended by Anne
Roy, prior Director of the Acadian
Village that we replace the roof of the
house, as it appeared to be leaking.

Before we could begin construction,
however, we noticed a large gap in the
roof next to the fieldstone fireplace
chimney. Further investigation revealed
the chimney had broken, about 2/3 of
the way up to the roof. It was leaning
precariously against a horizontal beam.
The house contents were moved to
storage, and the house was closed to the
public for about a week. Glen
Desjardins, a local chimney specialist
was called to the site. The solution
proposed was to chop down the top part
of the chimney that was detached from
the rest of the chimney. Following this
process, Glen put a rubber gasket on the
hole in the roof to prevent further water
damage during the winter.

This distraction delayed the original
work planned on repairing the roof. It
also illustrates, however, the nature of
historic preservation when it comes to
old homes. A “Pandora’s Box”
phenomena can present itself where the
work you originally planned ends up
being something totally different. The
roof is not yet repaired as originally
planned. We were allowed to delay the
roof project until next year when the
weather permits once again.

-Paul Vaillancourt, Manager,
Village Acadien

Left: Fireplace & damaged chimney
Below: Roy House roof
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Preservation Projects 2019
Musée culturel du Mont-Carmel
Musée Culturel du Mont-Carmel continues to work on the restoration of the interior of the former church
under the direction of Don Cyr. This project has been ongoing for 6 years. Restoring the plaster on the ceiling
of the east side aisle is what was worked on this past summer. Any plaster that falls is saved and reassembled at
the floor level then it is glued back to its original spot. This is a slow process as each piece must be propped in
place while drying. (as shown on the left picture below) To keep up with the restoration, and upcoming events,
follow Musée culturel du Mont-Carmel on Facebook.
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As one comes down from "le
chemin du large," one will come
upon the Ste-Agathe Historical Site
at 534 Main Street. On this photo
one can see the newly installed
c em en t f o un d a t i o n .
The
foundation is waiting for the
installation of the Longfellow
School House that will be moved
before snowfall. It is estimated to
be a four year project with phase
two moving the school house onto
the slab, which should take place
next summer. Follow Ste-Agathe
Historic Society on Facebook.
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Preservation Projects 2019
Fort Kent Historical Site

The Daigle-Dubé House sits on Main Street Fort
Kent, within the historical site of the FKHS.
The house, which is on the National Register of
Historic Buildings, needs many repairs, starting
with installing French draining and diversionary
piping to provide for the necessary diversion of
ground water away from the original foundation
of the keystone historical structure.
Plans is to raise the building and stabilize it;
preserve rock foundation and replacing the roof
should take place spring/summer 2020. To
follow this restoration project like Fort Kent
Historical Society on their Facebook page.

Frenchville Historical Site

The Frenchville Historical Society replaced
windows and repaired the floor and wall rot in
the Bangor and Aroostook Caboose. Due to
extreme window leaking, parts of the walls and
floor developed rotting wood as well. Repairs
and preservation to the caboose is important to
the historical society because this structure is a
big part of Frenchville’s history. Children are
educated first hand of the significance of the
railroad industry in the past as well as present.
Picture on top left shows rot on one of the
window. Picture below shows restored windows
of the caboose. Like Frenchville Historical
Society on Facebook.
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“Ci Git”- (here Lies) Mont Carmel
During the past summer my husband Harold and I took pride in being caretakers of the commemorative shrine which was erected on the original site of the
first Mont Carmel cemetery. The site is located right at the line dividing the Towns of Madawaska and Grand Isle, between Rte. 1 and the St. John River. As
we were removing weeds one day, several people stopped and asked questions regarding the monument. Curiosity settled in and the mystery of the
monument of one lonely iron cross led me to do some research.
What I found was that in 1968, when the Madawaska Historical Society was established
to preserve local history, the restoration of the first acadian cemetery on the south shore
of the St. John River was one of the Society's goals. In 1976 this goal became a reality in
the Bicentennial project undertaken by the Society. The old cemetery, dating to the
1840's through the 1880's, was the resting place of many early pioneers of the Valley.
In the early 1840's, Mont Carmel originated as a small mission known as Carmel. Bishop
Fenwick of Boston marked the site Carmel Chapel in 1846. Two years later, Bishop
Fitzpatrick dedicated the sanctuary under the title of Notre Dame du Mont Carmel. In
1853 Reverend Langevin, pastor of St. Basile, built the first Mont Carmel Church on the
hillside across the road from the cemetery. However, it was never completed for various
reasons and was eventually abandoned. A new church was built in Lille, just down the
road, and that is now the Musée et Centre Culturel du Mont Carmel.
The cemetery remained for many years until the ravages of time took its toll. Supposedly
in 1910, when the Bangor and Aroostook railroad line was extended from Van Buren to
Fort Kent, railroad tracks were laid through the Northwestern corner of the cemetery. At
that time, according to Reverend Alcime Cyr of St. Bruno Parish, several of the graves
were dug up and re-buried in a common grave in Van Buren. Records of those buried
here are incomplete. A dedication and a blessing of the Mont Carmel Cemetery was held
on July 3 1976, during Madawaska's Bicentennial celebration.
In the words of one person there- “...it was a matter of deep pride to see the permanent
landmark built to pay tribute to the Valley's heritage.” thus, “Ci Git: In loving memory of
our Acadian Pioneers”- may they repose in peace.
-by Candide Daigle Sedlik
Thank you Ken Theriault, MAHC Vice -President, for acquiring permission to reprint this from the author.

Reviving Traditional Acadian Arts—Part II
Once again, Cindy Larock, folk dance instructor was contracting by MAHC to
conduct a series of classes in traditional French-Canadian dancing for the
students of the St. John Valley. Students from Van Buren to Fort Kent schools
had the chance to learn a few dances with Cindy. Thanks to Channel 16 in
Madawaska, and Donald Raymond of Fort Kent, Cindy’s sessions were
recorded so that teachers may use the footage to practice with their students.
One of the missions of the Maine Acadian Heritage Council is to ensure that
younger generations of the St. John Valley learn about their Acadian culture
and its traditional arts. To this end, the board of the MAHC is investing each
year in programs that will educate and teach young people these arts.

Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year
from the
Maine Acadian Heritage Council

