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It is that time of year again when the days are longer, the sunshine is warmer and school lets out for a few
months of vacation. Our daily routines change and we find ourselves spending more time outside while
our bodies and our minds just seem to automatically seek out rest, relaxation and fun. We find ourselves
transitioning into that annual summertime mode.

Our parish finds a slower pace as well. Our choir is not practicing or singing during this time, our Sunday
church school is taking a break and even our vestry is taking the
month of July off. Our church office, however, is still open Monday – Friday from 11:00 am – 3:00 pm and any changes to that
schedule will be posted.

While it is important to have a summer break from our busy school
and church activities we need to remember that God never takes a
break to go on a vacation leaving us alone. So if you take a break
from "official" church activities during the summer, know that
God is with you wherever you go. One does not need to be in a
church building to pray and deepen their relationship with God.

I would like to encourage all of us to take the initiative and invite
God into our restful summer routines. If you find yourself relaxing
on or near the water, or hiking in the mountains or doing yard work
around your home, take a moment to reflect on the beauty of nature and thank God for creation. This is a powerful way to pray
and to heighten our spiritual awareness.

Being thankful for extended time with our families and friends is
another way to keep God near. Many people think of prayer as
asking God for something, especially when we are in dire need.
This certainly is one form of prayer, but words or thoughts of
thanksgiving, praise, awe and wonder are equally valid.

Acknowledgement and appreciation of where we are and what we
have is an integral step in building an authentic relationship with
God. It does not take a great deal of time or energy and you can
do it from anywhere and at any time. You will be surprised how
easy it is to develop a regular practice of prayer based on a few
moments of thankfulness. This is a perfect spiritual discipline for
the lazy days of summer. May God continue to bless all of us as
we transition into summer mode!
Blessings,
Fr. Steve

Worship Opportunities
All are Welcome

Sunday Services
July 2

Holy Eucharist 8:30 & 10:30 am

July 9

8:30 & 10:30 am Morning Prayer

July 23

Holy Eucharist 8:30 & 10:30 am

July 16

8:30 & 10:30 am Morning Prayer

July 30

Holy Eucharist 8:30 & 10:30 am

July 11

Hope Health Care Eucharist cancelled

Tuesday Worship

July 25

10:30 am Holy Eucharist at
Hope Health Care

Wednesday Worship
July 5

July 12

July 19
July 26

Bible Study 10:00 am
Holy Eucharist 11:45 am

No Bible Study or Holy Eucharist

Bible Study 10:00 am
Holy Eucharist 11:45 am

No Bible Study or Holy Eucharist

Loving Day Presentation
Wrap-Up
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Forty-two people showed up on Sunday, June 11th between the two services to see our Loving Day presentation. Thanks to Nick Hamblin for doing
a terrific job creating and leading this session! You are a great teacher!

We learned about the interracial couple that endured a great deal of hardship just because they were married and living in a state that outlawed such
marriages. Their courage and determination sparked a ruling in the
Supreme Court that struck down these old laws that prohibited white people from marrying people of color.

Many of us were shocked to hear that such laws existed in our own lifetime. Nowadays such marriages are common, but
in 2017, the debate continues over same gender marriages. We began discussing this after the presentation and it is a
topic that we will return to in the coming months.

Our vestry is committed to promoting and embracing diversity within our congregation even when we may have different
perspectives on these various issues. Our Episcopal Church encourages us to include all people no matter what our racial,
ethnic, national origin, economic, health, sexual identity, ability, politics or background may be.

Our Loving Day presentation inspired Cheryl
Montgomery to paint this picture and submit the
following poem that she found which reflects the
goodness that diversity brings us.

Red Like You

Don’t assume they’re blue, child
If they’re not red like you
For there are other colours here
Like green and purple too
A yellow bright like sunshine
A brown like chocolate chip
A grey like rainy storm-skies
An orange salsa dip
A violet dark as nightfall
A white on mountain peaks
A silver-gold of starlight
A pink like blushing cheeks

Please Share Your
Story With Us!

Have you experienced a Miracle? We as Christians believe that God is active in the
world and through our lens
of faith we see miracles happen all the time. It may be a
simple, ordinary event or
something more involved, but
it is meant to encourage all
of us.

A fuchsia flower garden
A green of grass and leaves
A black as dark as void-holes
A turquoise like the sea

See, there are many colours here
Like green and purple too
So don’t assume they’re blue, child
If they’re not red like you.

The Red Door - July 2017

Page 3

On Thursday, June 8th we invited all our members to come and have their picture taken for our new parish directory.
Thirty-nine households participated and it turned out to be a big success! If you weren’t able to come in that day, please
find a photo or take one on your phone and submit it to our church office in the next several weeks and we will be able to
include it in our directory.
Special thanks to Sande Godbout who coordinated this effort and she spent 9 hours here that day registering people
and supplying us with delicious snacks at the same time! We will keep you posted as the directory continues to take shape.

SCHOOL SUPPLIES AND
BACKPACKS NEEDED

We are collecting backpacks and school supplies (crayons, markers, pens, regular
and colored pencils, pencil bags, erasers, sharpeners, rulers, notebooks, folders, glue
sticks, etc.) that will be taken to our Diocesan Picnic on Saturday, July 22nd and distributed to children within our diocese who need
these items. All donations need to be received by
Sunday, July 16.
You may also make a financial gift that will go
toward the purchase of these supplies. Checks
may be mailed or brought into the church office
or placed in the Sunday offering plate in an envelope marked as school supply donation.
You may drop these items off on Sunday or
during the week from 11:00 – 3:00 pm while
Charmaine is here. If you have any questions,
please contact Erin Tarnowski.

SAVE THE DATE!!
Saturday,
September 30
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MARK YOUR CALENDARS!
We have two outstanding events coming up that you
won’t want to miss, our picnic and casino bus trip!

Greektown
Ca$ino
Bu$ Trip
Sept. 16!

We will be meeting in the church parking lot on September
16 and taking a bus to the Greektown Casino in Detroit. The
cost is $40 per person, you receive $20 back in free slot machine credit. There is a sign up sheet on the Parish Hall table
PARISH PICNIC - Sunday, August 13th
and you may purchase tickets from any vestry member or
Join us at 10:30 am for our morning worship service from Charmaine in the office.
followed by an amazing picnic lunch! We will provide
burgers, hotdogs, condiments, buns and water. If you are
St. John’s Episcopal Church
able, please bring along a side dish or dessert to share.
555 S. Wayne Rd., Westland, MI 48186
This event will take place at the Westland Farmers Market pavilion, 1901 N. Carlson, Westland, MI 48185. We
Oﬃce: (734) 721-5023
will be inside the shelter with tables and chairs and air conparish oﬃce hours: Mon-Fri. 11 am-3pm
ditioning if needed. Rain or shine.
www.stjohnswestland.com
The H2O Splash Park is right next door so bring your
stjohnschurchwestland@gmail.com
suit, children and grandchildren to enjoy a refreshing experience! Please visit the Concession Stand located just
We’re on Facebook:
south of the H20 Zone to purchase a water park pass. (See
St. John's Episcopal church - Westland Mi
photo.) Remember – this is our only Sunday service that
day. There will not be an early service at the church on
this morning.
FOOD PANTRY OPEN

JULY 13, 10am-Noon
*Please bring donations in by
Sunday, JULY 9
or earlier!

St. John’s Episcopal Church
Staff

rev. Steve Domienik, Priest-in-Charge
FrSteve@stjohnswestland.com
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JULY EVENTS CALENDAR
Tuesday:
Office Closed for Holiday

Wednesdays:
July 5, 12, 19, 26 Sr. Exercise Class at 9:00 am
July 22

Saturday:
Diocesan Picnic

**No Vestry Meeting this Month**

charmaine Wells, Parish Secretary
stjohnschurchwestland@gmail.com
Dana hull, Music Director

Bill & Kim Goeman, Sextons

OffICERS
Jim Godbout, SeniorWarden
Ken coyne, Junior Warden
Sande Godbout, Clerk
Erin Downey-tarnowski, Treasurer
2017 VEStRy MEMbERS
neil Barbu, Joan cady, Sue Daniel, cindy Fowler,
nick hamblin and Julie Jones

