Welcome to Messiah Lutheran Church!
It is good to be together, even if we are meeting online and/or in the
church parking lot. If you are new to Messiah, you can find out more about
our community at messiahlyndhurst.org or on our facebook page. During
this current health crisis, we will upload our service to our website each
Sunday morning (www.messiahlyndhurst.org). We invite you to follow
along at home with the order of service included below.
Prayer Concerns can be shared via email (pastor@messiahlyndhurst.org)
or phone (440-442-6941). Please indicate if you would like your request to
be considered for inclusion in worship. Please note that some elements of
the service are pre-recorded and prayer requests may not make it in until
the following week.
Children are encouraged to participate at home as they are able. If you
would like an at-home Sunday School Lesson Packet, please contact Cheryl
Moser for more info.
The Sacrament of Holy Communion is typically celebrated the first and
third Sundays of each month, as well as on festival days. The date of our
next Communion Sunday is TBD. If Communion is new for you, we invite
you to have a conversation with Pastor Paul.

Serving in Worship Today:
Presiding Minister

The Rev. Paul Moody

Assisting Minister

Jim Rase

Organ

Glenn Odenbrett

Reader

Drinda Kiner
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GATHERING
PRELUDE

Let Us Ever Walk With Jesus
(based on ELW #802)
Melvin Rotermund
(As God gathers us on this day of resurrection,
we take time during the prelude to center ourselves
and prepare to receive the Gospel: both its proclamation
of grace and its call to action.)

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
(All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked
at baptism, as the presiding minister begins)

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,
the keeper of the covenant,
the source of steadfast love,
our rock and our redeemer.
Amen.
God hears us when we cry, and draws us close in Jesus Christ.
Let us return to the one who is full of compassion.
(Silence is kept for reflection)

Fountain of living water,
pour out your mercy over us.
Our sin is heavy, and we long to be free.
Rebuild what we have ruined
and mend what we have torn.
Wash us in your cleansing flood.
Make us alive in the Spirit
to follow in the way of Jesus,
as healers and restorers of the world you so love.
Amen.
Beloved, God’s word never fails.
The promise rests on grace:
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by the saving love of Jesus Christ,
the wisdom and power of God,
your sins are ☩ forgiven, and God remembers them no more.
Journey in the way of Jesus.
Amen.

GATHERING HYMN

How Firm A Foundation
(ELW #796)
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GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray. O God, by the passion of your blessed Son you made an
instrument of shameful death to be for us the means of life. Grant us so to
glory in the cross of Christ that we may gladly suffer shame and loss for the
sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

WORD
FIRST READING

Genesis 17:1-7, 15-16

As with Noah, God makes an everlasting covenant with Abraham and Sarah. God promises this old
couple that they will be the ancestors of nations, though they have no child together. God will
miraculously bring forth new life from Sarah’s womb. The name changes emphasize the firmness of
God’s promise.
1When

Abram was ninety-nine years old, the LORD appeared to Abram, and said
to him, “I am God Almighty; walk before me, and be blameless. 2And I will
make my covenant between me and you, and will make you exceedingly
numerous.” 3Then Abram fell on his face; and God said to him, 4“As for me,
this is my covenant with you: You shall be the ancestor of a multitude of
nations. 5No longer shall your name be Abram, but your name shall be
Abraham; for I have made you the ancestor of a multitude of nations. 6I will
make you exceedingly fruitful; and I will make nations of you, and kings shall
come from you. 7I will establish my covenant between me and you, and your
offspring after you throughout their generations, for an everlasting covenant,
to be God to you and to your offspring after you.”
15God said to Abraham, “As for Sarai your wife, you shall not call her Sarai,
but Sarah shall be her name. 16I will bless her, and moreover I will give you a
son by her. I will bless her, and she shall give rise to nations; kings of peoples
shall come from her.”
Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

Page | 4

PSALM

Psalm 22:23-31

All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to the LORD. (Ps. 22:27)
23You

who fear the LORD, give praise! All you of Jacob’s | line, give glory.
Stand in awe of the LORD, all you off- | spring of Israel.
24For the LORD does not despise nor abhor the poor in their poverty;
neither is the LORD‘s face hid- | den from them;
but when they cry out, | the LORD hears them.
25From you comes my praise in the | great assembly;
I will perform my vows in the sight of those who | fear the LORD.
26The poor shall eat | and be satisfied,
Let those who seek the LORD give praise! May your hearts | live
forever!
27All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn | to the LORD;
all the families of nations shall bow | before God.
28For dominion belongs | to the LORD,
who rules o- | ver the nations.
29Indeed, all who sleep in the earth shall bow | down in worship;
all who go down to the dust, though they be dead, shall kneel be- | fore the
LORD.
30Their descendants shall | serve the LORD,
whom they shall proclaim to genera- | tions to come.
31They shall proclaim God’s deliverance to a people | yet unborn,
saying to them, “The | LORD has acted!”

SECOND READING

Romans 4:13-25

Paul presents Abraham as the example for how a person comes into a right relationship with God
not through works of the law but through faith. Though Abraham and Sarah were far too old for
bearing children, Abraham trusted that God would accomplish what God had promised to
accomplish.
13The

promise that he would inherit the world did not come to Abraham or to
his descendants through the law but through the righteousness of faith. 14If it
is the adherents of the law who are to be the heirs, faith is null and the
promise is void. 15For the law brings wrath; but where there is no law, neither
is there violation.
16For this reason it depends on faith, in order that the promise may rest on
grace and be guaranteed to all his descendants, not only to the adherents of
the law but also to those who share the faith of Abraham (for he is the father
of all of us, 17as it is written, “I have made you the father of many nations”)—in
the presence of the God in whom he believed, who gives life to the dead and
calls into existence the things that do not exist. 18Hoping against hope, he
believed that he would become “the father of many nations,” according to what
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was said, “So numerous shall your descendants be.” 19He did not weaken in
faith when he considered his own body, which was already as good as dead (for
he was about a hundred years old), or when he considered the barrenness of
Sarah’s womb. 20No distrust made him waver concerning the promise of God,
but he grew strong in his faith as he gave glory to God, 21being fully convinced
that God was able to do what he had promised. 22Therefore his faith “was
reckoned to him as righteousness.” 23Now the words, “it was reckoned to him,”
were written not for his sake alone, 24but for ours also. It will be reckoned to us
who believe in him who raised Jesus our Lord from the dead, 25who was
handed over to death for our trespasses and was raised for our justification.
Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

CHILDREN’S MOMENT

GOSPEL

Mark 8:31-38

After Peter confesses his belief that Jesus is the Messiah, Jesus tells his disciples for the first time
what is to come. Peter’s response indicates that he does not yet understand the way of the cross
that Jesus will travel.

The Holy Gospel According to Saint Mark:
Glory to you, O Lord.
31[Jesus]

began to teach them that the Son of Man must undergo great
suffering, and be rejected by the elders, the chief priests, and the scribes, and
be killed, and after three days rise again.32He said all this quite openly. And
Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him. 33But turning and looking at his
disciples, he rebuked Peter and said, “Get behind me, Satan! For you are
setting your mind not on divine things but on human things.”
34He called the crowd with his disciples, and said to them, “If any want to
become my followers, let them deny themselves and take up their cross and
follow me. 35For those who want to save their life will lose it, and those who
lose their life for my sake, and for the sake of the gospel, will save it. 36For
what will it profit them to gain the whole world and forfeit their life? 37Indeed,
what can they give in return for their life? 38Those who are ashamed of me and
of my words in this adulterous and sinful generation, of them the Son of Man
will also be ashamed when he comes in the glory of his Father with the holy
angels.”
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
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SERMON

The Rev. Paul Jones Moody
(Please observe a moment of silence after the sermon)

HYMN OF THE DAY

Let Us Ever Walk With Jesus
(ELW #802)
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Relying on the promises of God, we pray boldly for the church, the world, and
all in need.
(A brief silence)

Your gift of grace is for all people. Give confident faith to all the baptized, that
they may follow you wholeheartedly. Give new believers joy in your promises;
give hope and courage to those who suffer for their faith. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
All the ends of the earth worship you. From galaxies to microorganisms,
preserve your creation. Teach humanity to wonder at your works and to join
you in tending to creation’s well-being. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
You rule over the nations. Raise up advocates for peace and justice within and
between nations. Give life where hope seems dead; call into existence new
realities we cannot even imagine. (Here specific places of need may be
named.) Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
In Jesus you joined humanity in suffering and death. Reveal to all the depth of
your love shown on the cross. Accompany all who suffer in body, mind, and
spirit. Restore all who are sick or grieving. Bring vindication for victims of
injustice, exploitation, and oppression (especially). Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
You made Abraham and Sarah the ancestors of a multitude of nations. Bless
grandparents, parents, and foster parents, and the children who look to them
for care and guidance. Console those who deal with infertility, parents who
have entrusted their children to adoption, and children longing to be adopted.
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Equip ministries and services to families. (The congregation’s ministries and
community services may be named.) Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
(Here other intercessions may be offered)

We await the day of Christ’s coming in glory. Lead us by the example of all the
saints whom you have called to take up their cross and follow you, that
together we may find our lives in you. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
We entrust ourselves and all our prayers to you, O faithful God, through Jesus
Christ our Lord.
Amen.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
(If you are gathered with others, please greet one another with a
sign of Christ’s peace, saying, “Peace be with you” or similar response.)

OFFERING
(In response to God’s command to love our neighbors, we give of the resources God has
given us for the sake of the common good. Please give your tithes and offerings by mail or
electronically at messiahlyndhurst.org)

OFFERING MUSIC

Gracious Spirit, Dwell with Me
Written by Florence Body, former Messiah organist
Soloist – Vicki Lester

THANKSGIVING
THANKSGIVING FOR THE WORD
Let us pray. O God of justice and love, we give thanks to you that you illumine
our way through life with the words of your Son. Give us the light we need,
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awaken us to the needs of others, and at the end bring all the world to your
feast; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER
Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray.
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever.
Amen.

SENDING
MISSION PRAYER
As God has gathered us and filled our hearts with the Gospel,
now God sends us forth to serve in mission. Let us pray:
Gracious God, through belief in Christ and through the presence of the
Holy Spirit within us, empower us to share the word; care and support
each other and God's community; worship as a family in Christ; and be
Christ-like examples to those whose lives we touch.
Amen.

BLESSING
You are what God made you to be:
created in Christ Jesus for good works,
chosen as holy and beloved,
freed to serve your neighbor.
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God bless you ☩ that you may be a blessing,
in the name of the holy and life-giving Trinity.
Amen.

SENDING HYMN

Restore in Us, O God
(ELW #328)

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Share the good news.
Thanks be to God.
(Please observe a moment of silence before the postlude)

POSTLUDE

Allegro Moderato
Louis Marchand
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Messiah Staff Members
Organist: Glenn Odenbrett
Choir Director: Vicki Lester
Christian Education Director: Cheryl Moser
Office Administrator: Steven Liss
Building & Custodial: Steve Newcomer
Attributions
Evangelical Lutheran Worship, Portions of Service of the Word.
Portions from Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2015 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #44485. Scripture from
the New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989 National Council of the Churches of
Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide. Music
reproduction (streaming and digital distribution) done with permission under ONE LICENSE #736747-A. All rights
reserved. Cover image: Artiom Vallet c/o unsplash.com.

Prayers
Prayer Team & Partners: Prayer is a vital part of the Christian life. Messiah
has a Prayer Team which will pray with/for you. If you have a prayer request,
please complete a blue Prayer Request Card – available in the sanctuary – which
offer these options: (1) request a Pastoral follow-up, (2) include in the
intercessory prayers to be read aloud in worship, (3) add to the ongoing list in
the Bulletin and Grace Note, or (4) add to the Prayer Partner Email Chain.
(Contact Nancy Pittard to participate in the Prayer Partner Email Chain and/or to
serve on the Prayer Team)

Please pray for our siblings in Christ: Jim Butler, Don Fulton, Tracy Galvin,
Gayle E., Sara Hritz, Jayne Imel, Adam Meredith, Morrey and Chris Nuss, Lisa
Perry, Pam Schneider, Phyllis Short, Kathy Strom, Jim Szatkowski, and all
those in need of comfort and healing.
(Your prayer request, printed in the bulletin, will remain active for a period of four weeks.
If you wish to have the prayer renewed, please fill out a new request card.)

Announcements
PLEASE NOTE: All upcoming activities and events are subject to change as
Messiah responds to the ongoing world health crisis.

Readers Needed for Virtual Services: Have you ever wanted to read the
scripture for our virtual services? You can now check the home page of our
website and look for the signup sheet banner near the top of the page. You’ll
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be able to sign up and then record yourself reading in a quiet place and email it
to Pastor Paul to add to the service. If you have questions, please feel free to
reach Kristy at kbdesigns2010@hotmail.com. Thank you!
Pastoral Care: The world is experiencing an unprecedented season of
difficulty, and all of us are affected in our own way. If you would like to connect
with Pastor Paul for a conversation, please call or email the church office: 440442-6941 or pastor@messiahlyndhurst.org.
OHIO Covid-19: Now that testing is more widely available – we wanted to share
some of the key resources:
•

Ohio Corona Virus Portal:

https://coronavirus.ohio.gov/wps/portal/gov/covid-19/home
•

Link/Map for Testing Sites:

https://coronavirus.ohio.gov/wps/portal/gov/covid19/testing-ch-centers/
•

Phone for Info: 1-833-427-5634

LWR Personal Care Kits: Messiah is collecting items to assemble Lutheran
World Relief Personal Care Kits that give people around the world tools to stay
healthy in life’s most challenging situations. Collection bins for the items are
located by the coffee area. NOTE: Our collection will resume at a later date.
Church Council: the next meeting is on Tuesday, March 16 at 7:00pm.
Church Office Hours This Week:
The Church Office will not be open until further notice. However, we will
be checking voicemail and email regularly.
Attendance and Offering for the week of February 21, 2021:
YouTube Views: 46
Offering (incl. electronic giving): $4,219
(NOTE: $4,000 a week is needed to remain current with our budget)
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Lent & Holy Week Worship
Wednesday 3/3
Wednesday 3/10
Wednesday 3/17
Wednesday 3/24
Sunday 3/28
Thursday 4/1
Friday 4/2
Sunday 4/4

Lenten Vespers
Lenten Vespers
Lenten Vespers
Lenten Vespers
Palm Sunday Holy Communion
Maundy Thursday Worship
Good Friday Worship
Easter Holy Communion

7:00pm
7:00pm
7:00pm
7:00pm
10:00am **
7:00pm **
7:30pm
10:00am **

** Park and Pray service if weather permits.

Special Acknowledgments
This is our space to honor expressions of appreciation. Email items c/o
office@messiahlyndhurst.org by Wednesday at 3pm for publication on
the following Sunday. We’ll keep submissions in print for two weeks.

 Much appreciation goes to Sarah Dellinger for sharing her Mindfulness









experiences this past Wednesday.
c/o the Worship Team
A special Thank You to Pastor Paul for singing the songs on Ash
Wednesday, as Glenn was playing them. I was not familiar with one of
the songs, and although I read music, it was easier to follow along with
the pastor singing.
c/o Jim Rase
Thank you Kristy and Gail for the wonderful offering music. A very good
choice and very well done!
c/o Tom & Alison Griffith
Thank you to Glenn Odenbrett for the beautiful and moving postlude for
Ash Wednesday worship. It was just the right selection to guide us into
a meaningful Lenten season.
c/o Anonymous
Congratulations to Northfield 3rd Grader Ender Johnson! He received a
perfect score of 20 in the first of three meets in this year’s WordMasters
Challenge (a national vocabulary competition involving 125,000+
students). Nationally, only 28 third graders achieved this result and
Ender was the only Ohioan!
c/o Vicki Lester
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