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""" CHRISTMAS COUNTS
-+ - VWe have ‘two Chriétmaé:cdunts this year, the first on December 14 with its center

just south of Mt. Franklin Peak to include Phelps Dodge Cooling Ponds, Ascarate Laks,
Cement and fee-fishing lakes, the Rio Grande from Ascarates to Borderland Road, canyons
in Trens-mountain Roud, Memorial and Sunland Parks, ELl Pyso Country Club reésidential:
district. See skeleton map below. Ruby Allen is official compiler. Ieaders are:: .

Bill Hunt, Charlie Jensen, assistant compiler, Geth and Ed White, Welden and Louise
Yﬁl”by, Eddie Che‘,g-__ ] ‘ )

Our second count on this 75th anniversary of annual Christmas bird couﬁting will
be a 15 mile diameter c¢ircle including Hueco Tunks State Park and Horizon Leke. Sae
nap ‘below. Some of this is new territory and needs to be scouted. Much of it is scrub

desert, the Hueco Mountains and the Tanks. This count is Sunday, Decembé}fl5;
There is a fee of $1.00 for ea a eount for ea_h participant who subscribes to American

Birds,ﬁﬁ fee of $2.00 for the firstccount-and $l, §or each subsequent count for non-sub-

scribeérs. The non-subscriber will receive a copy of the Ciristaas Count issue about July.
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PRE-COUNT PARTY AT THE EDMUND WHITES, 2906 SILVER, 7:U0 P. M. This will be = soup
and sandwich party with details of planning and assigning to areas will be finalized.
Please come if you possibly can on Thursday, the 12th of December. Geth would appreciate
an R.S5.V.P. at 566-2328. New people are espscially invited. More people always wwuns
better coverage. We will have to work to beat our record of 102 species last year. The
birds are here if we have cnough sharp eyes to see them in their habitats. Charlie Jensen
will egain tell us what birds we should be able to see in a given habitat, the possibles,
and techniques to employ to get the optimum number of birds in a given habitat.

Each birder must be prepared to support his observations with detailsd notes if the
compiler requests them. Birds out of range must be supported by careful observations of two

or more birders. AFTER COUNT P4RTY AT CHEWS, 4220 WALLINGTON, the l4th, the WHITES, the 15th.
From Roger Tory Peterson are these tips for bird watching:

"W" - Where and when: locality and date
"H" - Hebitat: is it in the brush, canyon or water's edge?

"I" - Impressions: what does the bird look like at rest, in motion?

"C" - Comparison: what size is it in comparison to well-known birds?

"H' - Habits: how doss the bird behave, feed, move, fly?

"I" - Identification: field marﬁs}géiagnostic patches, stripes, wing bars, ctec.
"S" - Sounds: listen to"the bird, writc down your impressions.

"I" - Important detaeils: sizc, shape, colbr of legs, feet, bill, cyes

"IM - Tail: tail and wings, shape, length and pattern.

m“giiiéﬁﬁkééﬁ&ﬁg*%%gigiﬁﬁtéa;vaterson»says: =MDQ, IT.H

"D' - Distancé: how far away is--thebird2.:.
HOM = Optics: what kind of binoculars and/or scope? Comments on lighting.

" e Tstant: © How longdid youTses

lthe bira?
A s Pagals list NHame of observers:~? .

Training “yourself in'this wayiis of tremsndous hélp toithe compiler and helps others to
find and”identify new-birds: It will also be of great assistance to Frances Williams,
Regional Editor of American Birds who receives reports for our region from Geth White. -

(g o _
& BIRD RECORBS, NOVEMBER.

11/2  Olivaceous comdrant on -Ascarate Lake; reported by Bill Principe. Seen in a good

light on a sunny day, presning on small island with wild and domestic ducks. Back
=huzdpatbern closely observed, small sizs first noted; scen on 11/3 by Goth and Ed White
“ who noted faint white line around face, a diagnostic mark also, found on breeding birds.

Photographed by Bob Bleicher, with photos to go forward to proper authorities when
prints roturn. Last seen on 11/4 by Geth and Ed White and Mary Moore.

11/4  Immature tree swallow at Ascarate, singing on wire. GOW and EW.

11/5 Female black-chinned humningbird at tree tovacco in yard, GOW and EW. Silver.

11/2 short-zared owls at Pt. Bliss sswage ponds. E¢ and Lucretia Chow. ;

11/2 Sundaill craned, flock,”at Horizon Leie. Bill Guvit. ]

11/2 Suall flock+6f cattle ggrets at Horizon Lake arca. Bill Gavit.

11/4 1 Townsefid's warbler in Trans Mountuin Cenyon of 'Franklins. Bill Hunt. -

11/9 200 or more white-throated .swifts over Hueco Tanks by ficld trip group. '

11/9 1 Brown creeper at Hueco Tanks by field trip group.i - o Lo '

11/23 1 Snow Goosc over sandhills near Owen farms in Tukhs,»Sarah Jane Dodds, Bertye Barnhart
and Ggoth Waite, e, 9, '
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SOUTHWESTERN NEW HMEXTCC HAWK COUNT, 174

By Geth White

':'*‘.f‘.hing from wmonmkbadn e T TUP I
serfect setting for our task, yieldine

for us a total of &3 raptors of twelve different Species.

o atiiécz?uce Hengrd and Tonm Brake of Silver Gity orgenized:the’ event with the puréose
Hdii Ef”rgﬁaﬁ many compstent birders as possible to censis sost-of Grant, Luna and
; Lgo Counties =-- some of the wildest open Spage- in New Mexico.” Detgils of nuibors of .

people and totals are not yet available, but will follow later,

. iarticipants had a choice of nine roﬁtes and the-one Ed and I chosd was from.Démingksouth ‘
ﬁn Eif‘ 11, west.on NM 9 to Hachita, north on NM 81 to within a. male of I-10, but following
%gﬁih_?ﬂsg.Natural,Gas-Company unpaved maintenance roed bordéred with high powsr poles to-
Jeming,, . Za e B ' ] i = i

45 L=

ing hewks as we passed through farmlands, stubblefields, standing sorghum grains, with a
{aw scattered farmhouses having trees in yards and livestock negrby. Ouf one and oniy
Eerlin was seen in trees in the yard of one of the farmhouses and ths two Cooper''s

Hawks in this first leg of the trip. We were of course mainly concerned with hawks, but
“he loud purring rattle of the sandhill cranes drew our eyes to two separate skeins of
these majestic creatures bound for distant feeding grounds. A Great Blue Horon standing
on an old wooden windmill platform was virgorously preening himself, proving that water-—
is-water in dry ranch country where the stock tanks may be the only source for ssctions.

The first two hours south on NM 11, withthe Floridas to our left, Lept us busy scor-

We developed a technique of spotting a hawk some distance away on a perch, stopping
afar and looking through the telescope to study field marks-and be sure of didentity, ...
easing up closer and closeér, continuing our scrutiny under:bindéulars. Some “cooperative
creatures :let us-get beneath Hhe pole -before taking off to give us a view of the scaring
bird. Some uncdnéérneﬁ’h&hkﬂ(?efuééd’ﬁo fly even with handclaps and shouts; mostly -
immature Redtalls, innocehts yet to learn some two<legged creaturcs have gunss

Our first Golden Eagle was a mature bird with, a: gilded hedy, beautiful and majestic
as he soared leisurely back toward the Fioridas from his preening pole. Our other Golden
Eagle was seen toward the end of the day, an immature sitting on a pole with his back to
the sun, closer to the foothills of the Cedar Mountains. it i T

The seventeen Marsh Hawks, females outnumbering about five to one the males, were
always quartering low over the desert scrub or perchsd on yuccas or mesquites. A good
many of the Kestrels were in pairs. Occasionally we saw one ealting a grasshopper,.these-
big insects still sluggishly moving through the grasses which had the benefit of an
October rain.

Best birding was late day on the EPNG gravel road winding at the base of the Czdar
Mountains, more gravelly soils supporting heavier vegetation, and having a few_fsq}qjad
ranches with cultivated ground and stock tenks. Literally thousands of lark buntings
and horned larks were moving across the desert scrub in feeding flocks here. Longspurs
canme in a flock of about 200 to a stock tank just off the road, making at least ten nervous
passes before finally alighting to drink as if they had just arrived for the winter season.
Possibly they had as we saw the first snow of the season in Santa Fo with three inches on
the ground and the Sangre de Cristos wearing a snowcap.

This rich thirty mile strip yielded four of the five Prairie F.lcons sighted during
the day. Preferring the top of poles, their sweeping flight was pure grace. The thrée
Rough-legged Ha.xs, almost as big as the cagles, chosc the cross-arms as perches as did
the one Black Hawk with its distinctive white band in the tail pattern. The singl? Peren-
grine we saw almost at the end of the day, darting swiftly from the tip-top of a high
poiec, twisting and turning to reveal a darker back and more vivid moustances than the
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Just at dusk we ended our count with an unidentified hewk, onc df'fﬁﬁee on our list,
Ho was perched in a clump of barc-linbed trees nsar a farmhouse, & dark butco silhouctte.
Even the telescope revealed no identifying murks and when we got closer, he flow off with
a small bird chasing him, but still no tell-tale marks -- onc that got away.

Our tally at the ond of this memorable dey ingluded Red-tails, 1 Merlin, 17 Marsh
Hawks, 2 Swainson's Hawks, 17 Kostrels, 2 Cooper's Hewks, 5 Prairie F_lcons, 3 Rough-legged
Huwks, 1 Porengrinz, 2 Golden Ei,les, 1 Black Hawk and 3 unidentified hawks for a total

£ - o i fParent . . 3 ‘ ¢ : e, =L 1
of 03 hawks of 12 diff r_nt species | cdgilT bus fxia i tslimta os moolsT oiristd
BIRD RECORDS ADDENDA '

L11/15 10 Bonaparte's Gulls - Burn Lake, Las Cruces, Bill Principe., »
" :

11/18  8iow Gooss, Burn Lake : L " EEENA

11/22 © pPectoral S.ndpiper, Ri. Gr.nde noar Mesilla Dam " o PN e

11/23  Great Egret, Old Coe Teke near White S nds H =5 TR s
:11/30 Spotted Sundpiper, Anthony, Texcs - T '

"4 MERRY ‘CHRISTVAS TO YOU ALL, AND TO ALL 2 GOOD NIGHT. Pl :

I-wish to subscribe to membership in the President: Eddic Chew

National Audubon Society, El Paso-Trwuns Pecos | Vice-president: - Charlie Jsnsen -

Chapter. i . Treasurer: Iinda Jomgs... .
Duss are $L5 individual, $18 famnily; - A S0 daeapi
includes 6 issucs of Audubon Magazine, 10 ' e E o S

issues of nswsletter. Plsage mail check .
to Treasurer, Linda Jones, 351 Thunderbird,
El-Paso, Tsias- 79912,
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