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Toft Bells and the Bell Tower of Saint Andrewôs 
 
By Richard Howard, Tower Captain 
 

 
 
We have a very fine ring of six bells in Toft but up until 1999 there were only three 
bells in the tower. It was then, in 1999, that we added two bells, thus making it 
a ring of five. We also had the mechanism completely restored. This was done with 
the aid of many benefactors so that our tower could give good account of itself on 
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the 31st December 1999 when we joined other towers throughout the country 
ringing in the New Millennium 2000. A sixth bell was added in 2001, making it what 
we have now, a ring of six. Some of the bells are very old and i t is  interesting 
to know what was happening in the world at the time when each one was cast. The 
following account attempts to do this. 
 
Toft: St Andrewôs church tower 
 
After the execution of Charles I in 1649, when Puritanism ran high, the church fell foul 
of the great destruction and the reforming Bishop of Ely sent William Dowsing to root 
out objects of superstition. Among the items reported as having been destroyed (for 
which he received 6s.8d. i.e.33p.) was a bell marked: Orate pro anima Sanctae 
Katherinae (Pray for the soul of Saint Katherine). 
The Tower collapsed in 1890 and was rebuilt in 1894. It housed three bells hung in a 
wooden frame. We still have the same three bells, including the one supposed to have 
been destroyed, and the same wooden frame. In 1999 we added two additional bells 
and in 2001 another, making a ring of six bells. 
The bells are tuned to the key of A (893Hz). Bells 3, 4, 5 and 6 have Canons, while the 
old oak frame which was installed in the late 19th century by Whites of Appleton 
supports bells 2, 5 and the Tenor bell 6. A steel frame was introduced in 1999 to 
support bells 3 and 4 and a steel rider-frame was added in 2001 to support the Treble 
bell 1. 
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Bell 1 
The Treble 
Cast on I8th January 2001 at the bell-foundry of John Taylor, Loughborough. Weight 
3 hundredweight, 24 pounds (163.3 Kg); Diameter 2' 0". The casting of this bell was 
made possible by a generous bequest in the will of the late John Vince, a resident of 
Toft and a bell ringer of considerable ability. 
The year 2001 witnessed the first paying passenger to go into outer space. Dennis 
Tito set off from Kazakhstan for a holiday aboard the International Space Station. It 
cost him £14,000,000. 
The bell bears a decorative vine-leaf border, the Bell-Founders mark, 
a cross associated with this church 
 

 
 
and an inscription: JOHN VINCE 1935 ï 1999. 
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Bell 2 
Cast on 7th January 1999 at the bell-foundry of John Taylor, Loughborough. Weight 3 
hundredweight, 2 quarters (177.8 Kg); Diameter 2' 1½". 
 
The bell bears the mark of the Millennium Commission, the bell-founders mark, a 
cross associated with this church 
 

 
 
and an inscription: RICHARD HOWARD CHURCHWARDEN 1971-73 AND 1981-96 
 
The Millennium Commission and others funded the casting of this bell, together with 
the restoration of the whole installation, in time to ring in the new Millennium at 
midnight on 31st December 1999. Dedicated to Richard Howard, who served on the 
Parish Council and as a Churchwarden in Toft. 
 
By the year 1999, the exploration of space had been progressing for over 40 years. 
Notably, in 1957, the Russians achieved the first unmanned orbit of the Earth and in 
1961 Yuri Gagarin piloted the first manned orbit of the Earth. In 1969 the Americans 
landed men on the Moon and Neil Armstrong became the first man to walk on the 
Moon. 
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Bell 3 
Cast in 1797 during the reign of George III at the bell-foundry of Robert Taylor, St 
Neots. Weight 4 hundredweight, I quarter, 12 pounds 
(221.3 Kg) Diameter 2' 3" 
The bell was purchased from our neighbouring parish of Hardwick. It is dedicated to 
Peter Whittet. The Whittet estate, acquired about 1740, included land in Hardwick and 
Toft until the inclosures, about 1812, when it was broken up. Peter served as a 
churchwarden in Hardwick. Two other bells were cast at the same time also bearing 
the same dedication, possibly a gift from Peter. One hangs in St Mary's Hardwick for 
tolling, the other in a stylish tower, in the open, at Bar Hill Church. 
During 1797 Napoleon Bonaparte, as a General, defeated the Austrians during the 
Revolutionary Wars. Commodore Horatio Nelson defeated the Spanish Fleet off 
Cape St Vincent and in the same year lost his right arm at Santa Cruz. John Adams 
was inaugurated as President of the United States of America. 
The bell bears the inscription: ROBERT TAYLOR ST NEOTS FOUNDER 1797  
PETER WHITTET CHURCHWARDEN 
 
 

 
 
Before the bell was hung in Saint Andrewôs church it stood inverted as a collection pot 
to raise money for the restoration and conservation of the bells (see photograph). 
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Bell 4 
Cast in 1666 during the reign of Charles II, probably at Haddenham, Cambridgeshire, 
where Graye had his foundry. Weight 4 hundredweight, 3 quarters, 2 pounds (242.2 
Kg); Diameter 2' 5". 
During the year 1665 the Great Plague of London resulted in the death of 68,595 
people. Two-thirds of the population of 460,000 fled from the city. 
The Great Fire of London in 1666 virtually destroyed the city. St Paul's Cathedral fell 
victim to this devastation and 200,000 people were made homeless. The site in 
Pudding Lane where it started is marked by a monument designed by Sir Christopher 
Wren. 
Samuel Pepys the diarist lived throughout both events and wrote extensively about 
his experiences and involvement. 
In 1666, of Isaac Newton it is said that the fall of an apple from a tree suggested to him 
the law of gravitation. Also, by using his calculus, he measured the orbit of the Moon. 
France and Holland declared war against England. 
The bell carries one inscription: CHRISTOPHER GRAYE MADE ME 1666 


