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I thank my God in all my remembrance of you, always offering prayer with joy in my every prayer for you all,
in view of your participation in the gospel from the first day until now. For I am confident of this very thing,
that He who began a good work in you will perfect it until the day of Christ Jesus. For it is only right for me to
feel this way about you all, because I have you in my heart, since both in my imprisonment and in the defense
and confirmation of the gospel, you all are partakers of grace with me. For God is my witness, how I long for
you all with the affection of Christ Jesus. And this I pray, that your love may abound still more and more in real
knowledge and all discernment, so that you may approve the things that are excellent, in order to be sincere
and blameless until the day of Christ; having been filled with the fruit of righteousness which comes through
Jesus Christ, to the glory and praise of God.
~Philippians 1:3-11

Faith and Joy is the reward of becoming a follower of Christ. I find myself this morning extraordinarily
grateful for the opportunity to serve in a congregation that is filled with the Love Christ intended that we have
for one another. This is a fundamental step of the Christian walk and it’s a step that First Lutheran Church has
clearly taken.
When I accept a call, the first thing I look to take on is this “relational” problem. You know the one I
refer to, the one that leaves young people with a bad taste in their mouth and has them leaving the Church and
looking for relationships in other places. How many times have we spoken to someone about Church and we
see that the real reason they left was that someone was too judgmental or that they didn’t feel that they belong.
In the scriptures Paul speaks of having “peace” with God. The Judaic concept for this was Shalom. It means
health, joy, forgiveness, contentment, thanksgiving independent of my circumstances. The opposite of Shalom
is rage, bitterness, anxiety, revenge, blaming, violence – all things so active around us today.

The Peace we refer to isn’t natural to man, it comes from God. He alone is the source and he
gives it freely to anyone who will receive it, but it isn’t free. God gave his One and Only Son Jesus, to
pay the penalty for our sin on a Roman cross. It was a transaction on our behalf that is impossible to
fully understand. This is the gift of Grace. When we begin to understand this gift, it changes everything. It changes how we think about God, about ourselves, about others. When we understand
Grace, we no longer see ourselves as victims of God and others. We no longer strive to control God
or others. We no longer try to use God and others in order to achieve our own salvation, security or
significance.
The Love and Grace of God is alive and well in the hearts of our people, and I am grateful not
only for the assistance and friendship of this congregation in helping me to settle in here, but much
more so for the Godly relationships you have with one another. If this is the legacy of Pastor Hector,
than it is one he can be proud of. “For it is only right for me to feel this way about you all, because I
have you in my heart, since both in my imprisonment and in the defense and confirmation of the gospel, you all are partakers of grace with me.” (Philippians 1:7)

~Pastor John

National Geographic Geography Bee Champion,
Maddie Jansen! Congratulations to our 2017-18
Champion! The next few weeks she will take a
state geography bee qualifying test. Wish her
luck!!!

Congratulations to Noah Jacobson who was nominated for the ExCEL Award (Excellence in
Community, Education, and Leadership Award. This is sponsored by the Minnesota State
School League. ExCEL is a recognition program designed for Minnesota juniors. Students
who are active in fine arts and/or athletics, who show leadership qualities, and who are
model citizens in their community are eligible for the award.

Tanner Swenson, senior at Pillager High School, was nominated for
the AAA Award Sponsored by the Minnesota High School League
AAA is a recognition program designed for Minnesota high school
seniors. Students who are active in fine arts, athletics, who show
leadership qualities, who are model citizens in their community, and
excel with their academics are eligible for the award.

Miss a Sunday? Want to hear Pastor John’s
Sermon? You can do that!!! Just log in to our
church WEBSITE: firstlutheranpillager.net
Click on audio and pick the sermon you want
to listen to!!!!
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FIRST LUTHERAN PILLAGER COUNCIL
Council Meeting Tuesday, December 5, 2017

Called to Order at 6:35 p.m.

Present: Dave Vieths, Rosie Harmsen,
Linda Bentler, Shirley Smith
Julie Warren, Jim Ausland
Ken Kelling, and Pastor Hector

Opening Prayer given by Pastor Hector
Guests: Wendy Jacobsen, Darlene Zabel
Pastor’s Report
Pastor’s report was reviewed. General consensus to accept Pastor’s report. Thank you to Pastor Hector for all he has done in the
time he has been with us!
Secretary’s Report
The minutes from the November 14, 2017, Council meeting were reviewed. Consensus to accept the secretary’s report as written.
Treasurer’s Report
No treasurer’s report this month. Tammy probably did not hear that the meeting was changed to the fifth as she was not present
at the time we had the discussion to change dates. The December financial report will be available at the annual meeting on December 10, 2017.
Call Committee Report
One of the candidates for the Pastor’s position questioned if he was given the call, would the council be okay with him working a
few hours a week for Good Samaritan. Council members agreed that would be a possibility. The call committee brought forward
John Dinkins as their recommendation. He is 38 years old, former military. Of the nine years in the military eight of them were
with the chaplaincy, he also has one-year experience as an intern. After much discussion, Rosie Harmsen made a motion to accept
the nomination of John Dinkins, seconded by Ken Kelling. Motion carried. John will be presented as the candidate to be voted on
at the annual meeting. If approved by the congregation, the call will be given on December 10. There will be a potluck Christmas
meal on December 17. A plane ticket has been purchased for John to come and meet everyone that weekend. He will participate
with Pastor Hector in the church service.
Committee Reports
*Worship/Music: Worship and music has been planned through January 7 th.
*Communications: No report. Will plan on updating the directory in 2018.
*Hospitality: No report.
*Sanctuary: Still need a few more people to sign up, have people signed up to serve through March.
*Facilities/Building: No report.
*Youth/Family: There will be a movie for kids on December 16th.
*Nominating Committee: It has been the policy of the council to have the three individuals who will be going off the council in the
upcoming year to be on the nominating committee. The following people will be presented to the congregation for the nominating
committee in 2018: Jim Ausland, Linda Bentler, and Julie Warren. Dave Vieths will ask for any other nominees at the annual
meeting.
*Negotiating Committee/Call Committee: Dave Vieths would like Tammy Barnett included in the negotiations as she can provide
insight they might need.
*Welcome/Visitor’s Committee: No report.
*Missions: No report.
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December minutes cont.
Old Business:
No old business.
New Business:
No new business.
Adjourned: A motion to adjourn was made by Shirley Smith, seconded by Linda Bentler. Motion carried. Dave gave a big thank
you to Ken Kelling for at least 30 years of service on the church council. Thank you, Ken, for all your time and commitment!!
Meeting adjourned at 7:55 p.m.
Closed with the Lord’s Prayer.

FIRST LUTHERAN PILLAGER ANNUAL MEETING MINUTES
December 10, 2017

Called to Order at 10:30 a.m., a quorum was present.
Opening Prayer given by Pastor Hector
Dave Vieth’s read the minutes from the December 2016, annual meeting. A motion to accept the minutes was made by Marlene
Lindeman, seconded by Cindy Walgren. Motion carried.
Mission & Ministry
Pastor Hector gave his last annual report. He thanked everyone for all of their support the last five years. There has been a bit less
support in the children’s ministry, but it is still up and going. Painting of the church has helped to refresh the church. Nursing home
visits continue and meeting with other Pastors in the community has also continued. Funerals has been a source of joy and sorrow.
The church continues to be open for community groups to meet. We continue to be an alternate place to worship for visitors. Let’s
continue to be welcoming to all. Pastor closed with it has been a joy to do ministry here and in the community. They leave with all
in their hearts. Please continue to be as supportive with the new Pastor.
Financial Report
The budget committee compared numbers from 2015, 2016, and 2017 to come up with the budget numbers for 2018. The budget
for 2017 was $110,670 with the actual expenses through November 2017 being $73, 075. The total accepted budget for 2018 is
$75,295; a cut of $35,375 from 2017. Thank you to Bob Harmsen, Ken Kelling, and Don Gehrke for all their work on this committee.
Basic expenses have been pretty consistent. There were no questions regarding the budget. The Missions and Ministry budget was
distributed to the congregation. The 2018 budgeted amount is $2,950. There were no questions from the congregation. A motion
was made Cindy Walgren to accept the 2018 Missions & Ministry budget, seconded by Roger Gullickson. Motion carried.
Election of Council Members
Ballots were distributed to all the church members. Dave Vieths explained the ballots, the council may have a minimum of seven
members but no more than nine members. The following six candidates are running for a council position: Darlene Zabel, Dan
Youngbloom, Jennifer Fundine, Dan Oslowski, Dave Vieths, and Shirley Smith. Members may only vote for five of the candidates.
The top three candidates (by number of votes) will serve three- year terms. The next two candidates (by number of votes) will
serve two- year terms. After all the members voted, the ballots were counted by Wendy Jacobsen, Ron Carlson, and Don Gehrke.
The following individuals were elected for three-year terms: Darlene Zabel, Dave Vieths, and Shirley Smith. The following two individuals will serve two-year terms: Dan Oslowski, and Jennifer Fundine.
Nominating Committee for 2018
The following individuals were nominated by the council to serve on the nominating committee for 2018: Jim Ausland, Linda Bentler, and Julie Warren. Dave Vieths asked for any other nominations from the floor, there were none presented. A motion was
made by Marlene Lindeman to accept the nominees, seconded by Sharon Clancy. Motion carried.
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Annual Meeting cont.
Call Committee Recommendation
The call committee made their recommendation of John Dinkin for the Pastor position to the council. This recommendation voted
on and approved by the council at the December 5, 2017, meeting. Dave Vieths explained the process and a brief explanation of
how the committee came to their recommendation. With permission of the candidate, Dave Vieths gave a brief rundown on the
individual chosen. All but one year he served in the military he was connected to the chaplaincy. He contracted as an intern as is
continuing his education. Dave answered questions from the congregation. There a was general consensus to have a show of hands
to vote on the candidate. A motion to extend a call to John Dinkins was made by Denny Bentler, seconded by Shirley Smith. Motion
carried. The Pastor and his wages will be evaluated three times per year. The vote was overwhelmingly in support of extending the
call to John Dinkins.
A big Thank You to Ken Kelling for his 30 years of service on the council! A big Thank You to Pastor Hector for all he has done for our
congregation!
Closing prayer was given by Pastor Hector.
A motion to adjourn the meeting was made by Don Delude, seconded by Wanda Beimert. Motion carried.
Meeting was adjourned at 11:28 a.m.

FIRST LUTHERAN PILLAGER COUNCIL
Council Meeting Tuesday, January 9, 2018

Called to Order at 6:33 p.m.

Present: Dave Vieths, Linda Bentler,
Shirley Smith, Julie Warren,
Jennifer Fundine, Darlene Zabel,
Don Oslowski, and Pastor John

Opening Prayer given by Pastor John
Absent: Rosie Harmsen and Jim Ausland
Welcome extended to Pastor John.
Election of Officers
Darlene Zabel nominated Dave Vieths for Council President, seconded by Shirley Smith. Motion carried. Shirley Smith nominated
Jim Ausland for Council Vice President, seconded by Linda Bentler. Motion carried. General consensus for Julie Warren as Council
Secretary.
Pastor’s Report
Pastor gave a brief report as he has just started. He has ten visits to nursing homes. He has given communion at these nursing
homes. He met with Pastor Bjorge as a mentor. He would like to use Sola for the lectionary calendar. Edgewood has requested he
do communion once a month for Lutherans. Diamond Willow would like him to do mid-week services every week. He would like
to make sure he provides coverage where we have individuals. He is not planning on currently being actively involved with the
Brainerd ministerium.
Secretary’s Report
The minutes from the December 5, 2017, Council meeting were reviewed. Motion by Linda Bentler to accept the minutes as
written, seconded by Darlene Zabel. Motion carried.
Treasurer’s Report
No treasurer’s report this month. Tammy was not present at the meeting.
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January minutes cont.
Committee Reports
*Worship/Music: Worship and music has been planned through Ash Wednesday. Will begin using Sola after that time. Boy Scout Sunday
will be February 4th.
*Communications: Still working on removing the old Facebook page. Directory will be worked on. Audio sermons will be available on the
website.
*Hospitality: No report.
*Sanctuary: No report.
*Facilities/Building: Snow blower was broken. It has been repaired, hoping it will hold together. Darlene has one she would be willing to
give the church if needed. A new sign with Pastor John’s name is being worked on. Parsonage deck will be worked on in the Spring.
*Youth/Family: Sunday school is going. Confirmation class has continued with no interruption.
*Nominating Committee: Pastor John, Jim Ausland, Julie Warren, and Linda Bentler will be the nominating committee.
*Negotiating Committee: Dave Vieths requested the council come up with a figure for Pastor’s John’s financial package. A discussion was
held regarding different wage scenarios. After much discussion, a motion was made by Jennifer Fundine to offer a financial package of
$35,000 with $3,000 of that for education. Motion was seconded by Linda Bentler. Motion carried.
*Welcome/Visitor’s Committee: No report.
*Missions: No report.
Old Business:
In 2018 we need to accomplish policy updates for the church. 2018 Bucket List was discussed, see facilities/building portion of minutes.
New Business:
We will need to have an Installation or Ordination service for Pastor John. Dave asked Council to come up with ideas by the February
meeting.
How to communicate better within the church and congregation. Possible joint VBS with the local ministerium.
Adjourned: A motion to adjourn was made by Shirley Smith, seconded by Don Oslowski. Motion carried. Meeting adjourned at 8:55 p.m.
Closed with the Lord’s Prayer.

Congratulations to Paula and Sammie Borgstrom. They
were married in Florida on February 10.

Thank you to a friend of the church for a donation to support
the Newsletter.

We need people to sign up for cleaning the church. The sign
up sheet is in the back of the church.

Miss a Sunday? Want to hear Pastor John’s sermon? You can do
that!! Just log into our church Website: firstlutheranpillager.net
The Confirmation youth and parents went caroling
at Riverside Assisted Living in December.
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PLEASE KEEP THESE PEOPLE IN YOUR THOUGHTS AND PRAYERS
THOSE WHO ARE ILL OR IN THE HOSPITAL

PEOPLE IN THE MILITARY

Eva Mudgett (leukemia)
Lindsey Kennedy (cancer)
Mason VanVickle (cancer)
Beverly Williams (sister-in-law of Glenn and Louise
Pilgrim)

Jennifer Vasquez (Navy) Don and Sharon Gehrke’s daughter
Isaac Jacobson (Navy)
Aaron Jacobson (Navy)
Chad Hagg (army) Son of Arlene Hagg &
Nephew of Eileen Ausland
Joseph DeLude (Navy) grandson of Don DeLude

PEOPLE IN NURSING AND
ASSISTED LIVING HOME

UPDATING

Diamond Willow
Sally Pofahl

Edgewood Vista
Betty Simons

Riverside Assisted Living
Irene Pietz
Barb Reimer

Harmony House/Brainerd
Char Brattlund

If the military, those who are ill or in the hospital, or
people in nursing homes is not up to date or if
names need to be added or deleted, please
contact Sharon Gehrke so that these lists can be
updated. Thanks
PRAYER CHAIN
When you need prayer support, there is a
group at our church who will pray diligently for
whatever the need is. Please call Marlene
Lindeman at 218-746-3541.

Bethany
Ken Kelling

SEND A CARD!!!
Please take time to send a card to the people who are serving our country, who are ill or in the hospital, and
people in nursing homes and assisting living homes. This would mean so much to them to hear from their
church family.

EMN2 JACOBSON, ISAAC A.
DWIGHT D. EISENHOWER UNI-100236 BOX 4439
FPO AE 09532

Please send a card to Isaac and
Aaron. They would love to hear from you!!!!

HN JACOBSON, AARON L.
3RD LAR BN H&S BAS
TWENTYNINE PALMS, CA 92278-8272
Church Council
President: Dave Vieths
Vice President: Jim Ausland
Secretary: Julie Warren
Linda Bentler, Jennifer Fundine, Rosie
Harmsen, Don Oslowski, Shirley Smith,
Darlene Zabel

Check out our Website at
firstlutheranpillager.net
Pastor John Dinkins
717 River Street South
Pillager, MN 56473

We also have a Facebook page to
check out!!!! Please free to post anything or post comments!!! Facebook
page search type in First Lutheran
Pillager and this should take you to
the page.

Office 218-746-3775
www.facebook.com/firstlutheranpillager/
Pastor 218-746-3750
E-mail: firstluth@brainerd.net
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We went to Shante to eat before we took down
Christmas decorations at church!

Giving Pastor one of our quilts
Pastor John’s first Pancake Breakfast
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Pastor Hector and Barb’s last day. Wendy, Hector, and
Jane Norman (Ron Carlson’s cousin) sang Amazing Grace
in English, Norwegian, and Spanish. It was beautiful!!!

FEBRUARY

MARCH
BIRTHDAYS

BIRTHDAYS
03
06
09
11
15
17
18
21
23
26
28
29

River Doppler
Jennifer Kavanaugh
Gerald Christie
Della Mimm
Larry Smith
Colleen Hanson
Bob Harmsen
Kathy Lee
Pastor John
Dan Youngblom
Nathan Marcy
Don Ausland

05
05
06
06
07
11
13
13
15
16

DEAN JOHNSON
DENISE ANDERSON
GARY BEIMERT
GRACE NAGEL
AMY RINGLER
OWEN THORSTENSON
ALAN MILKESKI
CONNIE VIETHS
SHARON GEHRKE
WANDA BEIMERT

17
18
18
21
22
27
28
28
29
31

PAUL BORGSTROM
NIKKI THORSTENSON
JOSH WARREN
SHERRY HOLM
LOUISE PILGRIM
DOUG SPILMAN
RON CARLSON
DAN JACOBSON
MADALYNN FUNDINE
DARLENE ZABEL

ANNIVERSARIES
ANNIVERSARIES
09 Sonny & Elaine Rogers
17 RON & MURIEL CARLSON
28 LEROY & SHIRLEY SMITH
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