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With the H1 Unlimited fleet still in transit
returning from the 2010 Doha Oryx
Cup, the race team news has been
relatively quiet, with the major exception
of the U-37 Schumacher Racing Team.
While the H1 fleet and equipment
was originally reported to leave Doha
on Dec. 22, it actually departed Dec.
25, bound for the U.S. via the Suez
Canal. Before reaching the Suez Canal,
there was a major change of plans with
the Hoegh Autoliner, Alliance St. Louis.
The vessel was acquired by the U.S.
military for use in transport of other equipment.
Peters & May then needed to make changes in the
shipping of the fleet. The H1 fleet is now inbound on
the vessel Alliance Beaumont and due into
Jacksonville, FL. approx Feb. 17". Once the fleet
arrives in Jacksonville, it will go through inspections,
customs, and be cleared for their respective journey
back to each team’s home race shop. At that time the
regular off-season prep work begins for the upcoming
2011 season.
U-1. The Oh Boy! Oberto/Miss Madison display boat
has been on display in Louisville and is coming up to
Indianapolis. The U-6 back-up hull (#8806), has
been in the Madison shop recently getting some
updates and attention.
U-5. Ted Porter’s PPE, LLC team has their display
boats hitting the U.S. Boat Show circuit, representing
Formula Boats.com, AirGuard, Peters & May Racing,
and H1 Unlimited. They are appearing at boat shows
throughout the months of Jan., Feb, & March
U-22. Webster Racing has kept busy during the off-
season working on a Peters & May sponsored SST
Formula class tunnel hull to compete in the APR
Superleague Circuit, as the unlimited schedule allows.
That tunnel hull will be on display for the Miami Boat
Show in February.
U-37. The biggest off-season development, even
before the H1 fleet returns from Doha, is the major
shakeup with Billy Schumacher Racing. Mid-January
crew chief Scott Raney was released from the team,
with owners Billy & Jane Schumacher citing they
didn’t agree with his leadership style and “decided to
go another direction”. “Pyro” posted later that, “today
ends the U8/37 chapter in my life, won some races
with my friends, had some tough times together also.
Really excited about my next Grand Adventure!”
With the future of Schumacher Racing uncertain,
itwas reported onthe H1 Unlimited website that a new
crew chief and driver would be announced in the near
future and they are moving ahead with plans for a
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new boat for 2011. As the week of U-37
team developments came out, it was
learned that J.W. Myers was made
aware of his status with the team after
seeing it posted on the H1 Unlimited
website. Subsequently, due to
contractual arrangements, driver J.W.
Myers also left the team. The majority
of the crew also resigned from
Schumacher Racing, citing
philosophical differences. The next day
Dave Holley/Peters & May Racing
announced they would no longer be
sponsoring the U-37 team for the upcoming season,
however the company will continue it's involvement
with H1 as a series and team sponsor. Additionally,
long time sponsor Chuck Pepka of RCS/Renton Caoll
Spring released a press announcement withdrawing
his sponsorship of the team and noting, “The owners
Billy and Jane Schumacher do not meet the moral
and ethical standards of RCS in the management of
the team”

The U-37 website has not had any updated news
posted or any press releases from Billy & Jane
Schumacher concerning any developments or
announcements on the 2011 season.

On another unrelated note concerning
Schumacher Racing, there is a complaint filed in the
King County Superior Court system involving former
U-37 sponsor Beacon Plumbing/Bill Cahill and Billy
Schumacher Racing. This complaint involves
sponsorship agreements and the details made for a
timeframe starting back in late 2006, early 2007, and
up through a yet to be determined ending date. The
disposition of this case has not been decided upon.

While Peters & May has indicated they will no
longer be sponsoring the U-37 team specifically.
Dave Holley, Managing Director/President of Peters
& May USA has announced a greater involvement in
motor sports and boat racing throughout many
different classes. They will still be involved with H1
Unlimited as a series sponsor, exclusive logistics
carrier for the H1 fleet, QMSF, and involved as a team
sponsor. Peters & May Racing has provided their
sponsorships to H1 Unlimited, offshore racing,
outboards (including J.W. Myers and Jamie Nilson),
Formula class tunnel boats, ERCU/Radio control
hydroplane club, GASS (Great American Stockcar
Series) shipping & logistics provider, the 5 liter inboard
hydro campaigned by Jeff Bernard & Kip Brown,
and other classes of racing.



Doha, Qatar 11

2010 Oryx Cup V.LM. Worlo Championship
by Jimmy Gilbert -- Part 2
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This close encounter may have cost Dave Villwock and the Ellstrom/Spirit of Qatar team the 2010 National
Championship. Fortunately, a spin-out, a lot of spray, and a dead in the water Spirit of Qatar was all that
resulted for the incident.

Inthedraw Thursday for thefirstheatson
Friday, wedidn’t draw Spirit of Qatar.
However wediddraw Jeff Bernard, JW.
Myers, Ken Muscatel, and rookie Al
Christensen in the U-22 Webster boat.
After finishing our day’s work, we
adjournedtothehote andateat thel talian
restaurant, oneof many themerestaurants
in the hotel. We shared the table with £
severa of theSpirit of Qatar crew andhad
amostenjoyabletime. OnFriday morning,
wearrivedat thepitsearly but most of the
other teamswerealready there, preparingfor additional testingandthefirst round of heats.
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Findly,itwastimetogoracing. Becausewehad qualifiedfaster thantheother boatsinour heat, wegot lanechoice
in 1A and SteveDavid choselane 1. Atthestart, Steveassumed thelead and managedto hold of f thebal ance of
thefieldtorecevethecheckeredflag. Jeff Bernardwassecondand J. W. Myersfinishedthird.

Inheat 1B, DaveVillwockinSpirit
of Qatar was facing off against J.
Michael Kelly, Brian Perkins, Kip
Brown, and Greg Hopp. Villwock
chose lane 1 and Kelly chose 2.
Villwock wasalittlelateat thestart
andKelly took thelead, albeitfrom
lane 2. Spirit of Qatar wasclosing
fast on Graham Trucking at the
entry toturn 3 (theback chuteturn).
Itappearedtomethat Villwock had
troubleholding hisboatinlanelanddidintolane2, behind K ely andinto hisroostertail and Spirit of Qatar a most
wentover. | later saw photographsshowingtheboat’ sright sponsoncanted up at about a45degreeangle. Villwock
didamagnificentjobkeepingtheboat upright.
However,itdidingestalot of saltwaterinit’'s
engine. Hewasunabl etorestart andreceived
a“didnotfinish” fortheheat, thuszeropoints.
Suddenly, OhBoy! Obertowasingresat shape
toretaintheNational Championshipbecause
wehadjust picked up400 pointson Villwock
andtheQatar team.

Aganbeforeleavingthepitsfortheevening,
the draw for heats 2A and 2B was held and
once more we were fortunate, because we
weren’tmatched against Villwock and Spirit of Qatar (and becausethesecond set of heatshave* inverted” lane
choice; theteamswiththeleast number of accumul ated pointsduringthecourseof theevent receivepreference).
Villwock had zero pointsfromthefirst heat so hadfirst1anechoiceinthesecond round.

OnSaturday wewereagaininthepitsearly. Atthispoint, theObertoteamreal ly needed tobecareful nottomake
any mistakessothat theNational Championship might beoursoncemore. Wewereal so mindful of theWorld
Championship Oryx Cupthat woul d beawarded tothewinner of thefinal, aprizethe Obertoteam surely wanted.

Inheat 2A, Villwock hadtheinsidelaneonthefield of J. Michael Kelly, GregHopp, Brian Perkins, and Al
Christensen. Hetook thelead fromthestart and didn’ trelinquishit. Kelly wassecond and Hoppwasthird.

Inheat 2B, Steve Davidwasontheouts debecauseof accumul ated pointsfromthefirst heat. JW. Myerswas

early on the start and received a one-lap

penalty. Kip Brown didn’t start and Jon
o ZimmermaninMuscatel’ sPeter’ s& May
didn’tfinish. Oh Boy! Obertowontheheat
with Jeff Bernard secondand Myersthird.

Inheat 3A, wedrew Villwock inSpirit of
. Qatar aswell as Brian Perkins and Mike
Webster (back driving the U-22 Matrix
Systems). Villwock ledtheheat fromstartto
finishwith David second and Perkinsthird.
Again,Brownfailedtostarttherace. Wehad
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justlost 100 National Championshippointsto ,
Villwock but therewereonly acoupleof races
remaining, sowewerein pretty good shape,
still withabout a450-point lead.

Heat 3B had Kelly, Bernard, Hopp,
Muscatel, and Myers as contenders. Hopp
led and apparently won the heat, but an N2 |
violation caused him to receive a
disqualification. Hopphad acompetitionlap
of over 153mphintheheat, by far thefastest
during the competition. Because of the
disqualification, Kelly was awarded first,
Bernard secondand Myersthird. &

In4A,Villwockwasmeatchedagangt Kely, :
Webster, Myers, and Perkins. | must confeﬁsthat wewere havl ngacomputer battery problemsol didn’'t manage
toseetheheat action. | canreport that Kelly wontheheat, Villwock wassecond, and Perkinswasthird because
Myers and Webster both were early at the
start and bothreceived aone-lap penalty.

The Oberto team was matched against
Bernard, Muscatel, and Hoppin4B. David
ledtheracefromstarttofinish. Theheatwin
virtually securedtheNational Championship
for the Obertoteam. Inthefinal, wewould
havetogeta“ DNF’ plusreceiveaninfraction
that mandates a reduction in accumulated
points in order for us to be denied the
championship. Thefina heet becamethecenter
of our focusat that point.

Steve David had lane choice, per the
accumulated pointsfromthepreliminary hests,
andchoselanel. Kelly chose 2, and Villwock chose 3. Myers, Perkins, Bernard, and Webster (because Ken
Muscate falledtostart), completedthefield. Again, Myerswasearly at thelineandrecel ved aone-lappenalty. David
took thelead throughthefirstlap. However, somethinginthesteeringfailed and hehadto back out of thethrottle
inordertohandletheboat. Kelly and Villwock both passed hi monlap2 Bylao3 VI||WOCk had establlshed alead
over Kelly and Steve was faltering badly. = :

Villwock heldontowintherace, Kelly was
second and David in Oberto wasthird. We
really wouldhavelikedtohavewontherace
but wewerequitepleasedtowintheNationd
Championshipagain. .

For Villwock, thevictory tiedhimwith Bill
Muncey for al-timeunlimited driver wins.
Congratulations were certainly in order to
Dave. Itisquiteanaccomplishment. Alsonot
tobeoverlookedistheWorld Championship
for the Spirit of Qatar team and its sponsor,
Sheik Hassan. At the awards ceremony
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At far left our author Jimmy Gilbert, U-1 Oh Boy! Oberto/Miss Madison
crewman, celebrates locking up another National Championship.
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followingtherace, theShelk expressedhisgratitudetotheteam
andDaveforthevictory. Weleftthepitsfairly quickly for the
hotel to preparefor the Oryx Cup galabanquet that wastobe —
held at the Marriott that evening. The Sheik’ shanquet was s
again superb, matching and even outdoing the tradition |
established at the2009 banquet. Sword-wieldingdancersand £
drummersperformedtraditional Qatari pre-battleritual dances
(itwasexplainedthat thedancesarenow usually performedat
formal ceremonies like weddings and other celebratory
gatherings). Again there were craftsmen in native attire
demonstrating how goat and sheep wool is prepared for
weaving. The occasion was quite festive, to say the least.
Wonderfully prepared food was served and enjoyed by all.
Sam Col eintroduced dignitariesand madepresentationstoall
ownersandtothetopthreeteams. TheOhBoy! Oberto/Miss
M adisonteamwasrecognizedfor winningthe2010National
Championship. Minted medallionswerepresented totheteam sponsorsaswell asall thecrews. Again, theShelk
andtheQatar M arine Sport Federati on out-didthemsd vestoprovideamagnificent banquet that wasappreciated by
adl.Inbottomphotoatright; ashelk, SteveDavid
andSamCole.

Following the buffet breakfast the next
morning the Oberto team left for the pitsto
preparetheboat, trailer andtruck for shipment
back totheUnited States. | missedtheOberto
teambusso| took thenext onethat departed
aboutfifteenminuteslater. Whileinroute, Bob !
Rossof the Spirit of Qatar teamand | saw a
uniquesight. Near abuildingthat we(probably
erroneoudy) calledthe” Presidentia Palace’
therewereadozenor soridersinnativeattire
atopcamelsonthebuilding’ sparadegrounds.
Theriders flowing whiterobestrailed the
camels easy gaitsanditwasasighttobehold.
Wenever didascertainthepurposeof theceremony butitwascertainly impressive. Weweretol dthat the® Palace”
istheonebuildinginQatar that i sforbi ddento bephotographed so apictureof thecamel sandriderswasout of the
guestion. Perhaps one day we will again see the camel ceremony at some other venue where they can be
photographed.

At the pitstheinsideand outside of the boat’ shull waswashed and rinsed, aswerethetruck andtrailer, in
preparationfor thelong voyageback home. Becauseweweretheend boat inthepits, wewould bethelast out.
By lateafternoon, several of theFormulaOne (tunnel hull) boat racerswereventuringintothepitstoobservethe
boatsandtalk totheteams. A teamfrom Sweden cameby the Oberto camp and struck upaconversation. They
expressed amazement at thes zeof theboats. They evenstayed aroundto observetheenginebeingtrailer-fired after
thede-salting procedurewascompl eted by theteam. Thesound of theturbinesimpressedthemtremendoudly. After
completingour cleaning and packingwork, wewent tothe DohaCity Center Mall for somelunchand somequick
shopping. Wereturnedtothepits, covered theboat withthetransport cover, andfinally moved theboat to the
departureareaof thepits.

That evening, Sueand| visitedavast shopping mall featuringeverythingfromcana swith Venetiangondolarides
toamusement park ridestoevenahockey rink.
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Sueand | had beentold about another mall in
Dohacalled TheVillagio, so we made plansto
journey tothereSunday evening. Wedepartedthe
hotel infiveo’ clock traffic. Sunday inDohaisa
work day sinceFriday isthel dlamicequivalent of
our Sunday. Gettingtothemall took 40 minutesor
soinheavy traffic. Wetoured partsof Dohathat
we'd not seen before. We saw quite a few
apartments, individual homes, and many strip
shopping centersalong theway. It was already
darkinDohaat that timesoour observationswere
somewhat limited, but neverthel essinteresting.
Themotif of theVillagioMadlisVenetian. Thereis
ariver throughthecenter of themall withgondolas
carrying passengersand poledby gondoliers. The
ceiling of themall wasarched and painted with
clouds. Asyou walk along, you amost got the
illusionthat thecloudsweremoving! About very
hundredfeet alongtheriver therewasanarched
Venetianstylebridgeconnectingthetwosides. At
oneendof themall therewasago-karttrack. Inthe
middleof themall therewasanice-skatingrink
whereanamateur hockey practicewasunderway .
Another part of themal | contained anamusement
park, complete with a Ferris wheel and roller
coaster! Themall issovastthat weweren' tableto
seeitall. However wedid managetofind akiosk
where we purchased souvenirs for our
grandchildren, relatives, andfriends. Thefood
court contained theusual fast food concessions
younormally seehereintheUnited Statesplusa
few establishmentsparticul ar totheMiddleEast.
Sueand| optedtoreturntotheltalianrestaurant
at the Marriott rather than eat at themall sowe
hailed ataxi andwereonour way. Wehadanice
meal at therestaurant andreturnedtoour roomto
pack for our returnflighttoHouston.

On Monday morning we left early for the
airport. Thelinesat theairport movedquickly and
soonwewereshoppingintheduty-freeshopfor
departing passengers then moved to the Qatar
Airwaysdeparturearea, againgoingthroughan
additional security check point required of all
flightstotheUnited States. Beltsand shoeshadto
beremoved andthenweall weresubjectedtoa
pat-downsearch. Thehalf-filledflighttoHouston
wasuneventful butreally, really long. Theplane
arrivedlateinHouston,impactingmany of theboat

(Continued on page 10)

STAT BOX

ORYXCUPUIMWORLD CHAMPIONSHIP

Doha, Qatar, November 19-20, 2010
2-mile course on Doha Bay

QUALIFICATION (1) U-96 Spirit of Qatar, Dave Villwock, 143.249,
100 points; (2) U-1 Oh Boy! Oberto, Steve David, 142.059, 80; (3) U-
5 Formula, Jeff Bernard, 138.795, 70; (4) U-7 Graham Trucking, J.
Michael Kelly, 137.891, 60; (5) U-17 Red Dot, Kip Brown, 136.348,
50; (6) U-100 (no name), Greg Hopp, 134.539, 40; (7) U-25 Peters &
May, Ken Muscatel, 133.091, 30; (8) U-21 Go Fast Turn Left Racing,
Brian Perkins, 128.617, 30; (9) U-37 Miss Peters & May, JW Myers,
125.825, 30; (10) U-22 Matrix System, Mike Webster, 120.856, 30.

HEAT 1A 1) Oh Boy! Oberto [1] 128.074, 400 points; 2) Formula [2]
122.335, 300; 3) Miss Peters & May [4] 119.146, 225; 4) Peters & May
[3] 113.724, 169; 5) Matrix System, Al Carstensen [5] 105.394, 127.
Fastlap (1) Oh Boy! Oberto 133.291. HEAT 1B 1) Graham Trucking
[2] 127.679, 400; 2) Red Dot [3] 108.939, 300; 3) U-100 [4] 79.768
(penalized one minute for missing a buoy), 225; 4) Go Fast Turn Left
Racing [5] 77.348 (penalized one minute for dislodging a buoy),
169; Spirit of Qatar [1] DNF — hooked on lap one turn two damaging
hull (penalized one lap for destroying a buoy), 0. Fastlap (1) Graham
Trucking 134.360.

HEAT 2A 1) Spirit of Qatar [1] 128.127, 400, 400 cumulative points;
2) Graham Trucking [4] 126.496, 300, 700; 3) U-100 [3] 126.333,
225,450;4) GoFast Turn Left Racing [2] 110.751, 169, 338; 5) Matrix
System, Al Carstensen [5] 104.288, 127, 254. Fast lap (1) Spirit of
Qatar 132.944. HEAT 2B 1) Oh Boy! Oberto [5] 130.192, 400, 800;
2) Formula [4] 124.431, 300, 600; 3) Miss Peters & May [2] 81.236
(penalized one lap for jumping the gun), 225, 450; 4) Peters & May,
Jon Zimmerman [1] DNF —, 0, 169; Red Dot [3] DNS — fuel flow,
0, 300. Fast lap (2) Oh Boy! Oberto 132.870.

HEAT 3A 1) Spirit of Qatar [1] 134.628, 400, 800; 2) Oh Boy! Oberto
[2]126.289, 300, 1100; 3) Go Fast Turn Left Racing [4] 120.389, 225,
563; 4) Matrix System [5] 108.577, 169, 423; Red Dot [3] DNS — fuel
flow. Fast lap (1) Spirit of Qatar 140.312. HEAT 3B 1) Graham
Trucking [1] 128.754, 400, 1100; 2) Formula [2] 125.059, 300, 900;
3) Miss Peters & May [4] 120.215, 225, 675; 4) Peters & May [5]
107.350, 169, 338; 5) U-100 [3] DSQ — changed lanes without
overlap in turn one, lap two for a one lap penalty, then repeated in
turn two to escalate the penalty, $250 fine and 250 point deduction,
-250, 200. Fast lap (1) Graham Trucking 133.340.

HEAT 4A 1) Graham Trucking [4] 129.170, 400, 1500; 2) Spirit of
Qatar [3] 127.362, 300, 1100; 3) Go Fast Turn Left Racing [1]
118.069, 225, 788; 4) Miss Peters & May [2] 89.572 (penalized one
lap for jumping the gun), 169, 844; 5) Matrix System [5] 81.159
(penalized one lap for jumping the gun), 127, 550. Fast lap (3) Spirit
of Qatar 133.489. HEAT 4B 1) Oh Boy! Oberto [3] 130.349, 400,
1500; 2) Formula[4] 123.853, 300, 1200; 3) Peters & May [2] 71.767,
225, 563; 4) U-100 [1] DNF — , 0, 200; Red Dot W/D — fuel flow, 0,
300. Fast lap (1) U-100 139.578

FINAL 1) Spirit of Qatar [4] 133.215, 400, 1500; 2) Graham Trucking
[2] 130.992, 300, 1800; 3) Oh Boy! Oberto [1] 127.155, 225, 1725;
4) Formula [3] 121.569, 169, 1369; 5) Go Fast Turn Left Racing [6]
115.019,127,915; 6) Matrix System Automotive Finishes [T] 102.082,
95, 645; 7) Miss Peters & May [5] 94.044 (penalized one lap for
jumping the gun), 71, 915; Peters & May [T] W/D —, 0, 563. Fastlap
(1) Oh Boy! Oberto 139.146.

COMPILEDBY ALLENSTILES




team memberswhoweregoing onto Sesttle. Sueand | weresotired that wea most had toflipacointo seewho
hadtodrivehome. Suewasn’t ableto sleeponthereturnflight, but | had managedtosleepalittlesol drove.

The20100ryx Cupwasasuccessfor the Spirit of Qatar team, theQatar M arine Sport Federation, theOh Boy!
Oberto/MissMadisonteam, DaveVillwock, and Sheik Hassan. Whilethereweren'’ t thespillsand thrillsprovided
by the2009 Oryx Cup, the Qatar teamwontheWorld Champi onshipandtherewasal ot of very competitiveracing.
Againwethank Sheik Hassan Al-Thani for providingtheopportunity for usto show totheworldour uniquesport.
Hecertainly isto beapplauded. ~~ UNJ

“BETWEEN TWO”

2010 Season Review

by Brian Anderson

The2010unlimitedhydroplaneseason
shaped up as a battle between two
teams, theEllstromteamout of Seettle
andtheMadison, I ndianabasedteam
of OhBoy! Oberto. Thesetwoteams
have fought it out for the past few
seasons and this year would be no
different. Defendingdrivingchampion -
Steve David would once again be driving the U-1 Oh Boy! |
Oberto. DaveVillwock withhis59career winswouldbedriving &
theEllstromfamily’ sU-96 (ex U-16) whichhadrecently signed
anew sponsor and would be known as Spirit of Qatar. The
bright orangepaint gaveway tolight blue, redandwhite.
Withameresix racesonthecircuititwould comedownto
theteamthat would makefewest mistakes. Intheendtheteam
from Madison, Ind. would triumph but not without )
plenty of controversy, crashes, surprisesand someof
thebestracingseeninyears.
WhentheteamsarrivedinMadisonfor theseason
opener, now sponsored by Lucas Oil, back in
July alargefield of 13 pulled into the pits. In
addition the U-96 & U-1 there were the U-37
Peters & May, JW. Meyers; U-13 MissDYC,
Cal Phipps; U-17 Our Gang Racing, Kip and
NateBrown; U-21 Albert Lee Appliance, Brian
Perkins; U-100 Leland Unlimited, Greg Hopp;
U-25 Superior Racing, Jon Zimmerman and Ken
Muscatel; U-22 Matrix Systems, Mike Webster;
U-5 Formula, Jeff Bernard; U-7 Graham
Trucking, J. Michael Kelly; U-3 Cooper Racing,
Jimmy King, andthe U-57 with Jimmy Shane.
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Controversy erupted right away during qualifying. The U-3, owned by Ed Cooper had itslap of 143.24
disallowed after it was discovered Mr. Cooper never joined the APBA or signed hisentry form. Ed Cooper
withdrewhisboat, citingwhat hesaidwasH1' srefusal tofollow thewrittenrul esof theorganization. Heal sowent
ontosay theactionsof theleadership of H1 werenolonger tolerable. Theboat did not raceand ultimatel y sat out
theentireseason.

TheU-57,owned by Ted Porter of Formul aboats.com never madeittothewater andthefieldfor racing stood
ateleven.

Afterthetoptwoitwasapparent thefastest playersweregoingtobeJ. Michael Kelly andJW. Meyers. Kelly
wonheat 2A and Meyerstook 1C and 3B. Either Obertoor Qatar wonthebal anceof theprelimssettingupabig
showdowninthefinal. Inthat final, hometownfavorite Steve Davidtook the Obertointothel ead at theend of lap
1andnever looked back. Kelly in Graham Trucking served noticehewouldright thereal | seasonby finishinga
strong second. JW. Meyerstook asolidthird. Surprisingly, Qatar never mounted achallengeand camehomefifth.

Theopeninground of theserieshad beenhugely successful intermsof boats, racingandfans. Round 2inDetroit
was up nextand |twasfor theGoI d Cup thebl ggest pr| zein hydro racing.

e : : y ThehistoricDetroit Riveristhetoughest

I placetoraceandonceagainthiswasthecase.
Four hestswoul ddeterminewhowouldmake
thefinal aswell astheriver. Inheat 1B, JW.
Meyers boatlostitsskidfin(seeninphotoat
left), in the tight Roostertail turn and was
' suddenly pointed at the pit area. He then
= crankedtheboat ashardright aspossiblebut
$eih 3 = | withnowheretogoandtoomuchspeed, the
U-37 strucktheseawal I nexttothe Rooster‘[a I Reﬂaurant at a45-degreeangle. Theleft sponsonwasblowntotal ly

off theboat. J.W. quickly climbed out, sufferinginjury tohisleftankle.

Thefinal wasdelayed by wind. Thelane
assignmentsinorder wereVillwock, David,
andKelly,whichishowthey stayedasDave
Villwock wonhiseighth Gold Cup.

After the quick-two race stint in the
Midwest, the series moved to Washington
4 Statefor itstwotraditional regattas. Warm
! weather greeted theteamsin Tri-Cities as
Schumacher racinghadleasedaFred Leland
hull to carry the Petersand May colorsand
hired Jon Zimmerman to drive. It was till

: - e : evident thetop two teamswere Oberto and
Ellstrom. Villwock laiddownal163.579 qualifyinglapwith Steve Davidvery closebehind at 162.928. Thenext
closestteamwasNate Brown’ ssurprising U-17 Red Dot at 157.199.

Intheprelims, theonly team other thantheU-1 & U-96towinaheat wasBrian Perkinsin Albert Leein 2A.
2B turned out to beoneof thebest heatsal | season. StartingontheoutsideDaveVillwock drovearoundthefield
andout-dueled J. Michael Kellytotheline.

Thefinal heat saw theU-96 Qatar openupacommandinglead. All seemedtobegoing Villwock’ sway until
hewaspenalizedfor encroaching on Obertointhefina turnof thefinal lap. ItwasDavid' sthirdstraightwinonthe
ColumbiaRiver.

A quick cross-statetripto Seattlefor theannual race, nowtitledtheAlbert Lee Cup, promised moreof thesame
action. Thetoptwowerenow really flexingtheir musclesand it wasapparent the Qatar team wastheoneto beat
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by postingaqualifyingtime4mphahead of Oberto. Once
againthebigtwo dominated the prelimsbut both Brian
Perkinsand GregHopp pulled off victoriesintheir second
hests.

Thefina wasaclassic. J. Michael Kelly in Graham
Tucking led thefield acrossthelinebut had jumpedthe
gun. SteveDavidontheins demanagedtojust barely stay
infront of Villwock theentireheat. Both boatsgot |oose
and bounced around. With the crowd cheering Oberto §
stayed aheadfor thewin. It seemed asthough Qatar was
thefaster boat, but now Oberto owned a506-point lead
and picked upitsthirdwinto Qatar’ stwo. i

It should al sobenotedthat on Saturday morning, long
beforethefirst heatswererun, young Kayleigh Perkins,
whohasnumerouswinsontheunlimitedlightcircuit, was
giventheopportunity totest Oberto. Sheran
afew lapswith atop speed of 147.058.

Somewhere during the season a deal
was struck with sponsors Degree Men and
theAir Nationa Guardtobringtheunlimiteds
back to San Diego’s Mission Bay. On
September 19-20they returned by playing
a game of musical boats. First, the U-37 .
knownasPeters& May becametheU-37 DegreeMenwithaflashy col or schemefeaturing many shadesof blue.
ThePeters& May sponsorshipwastransferred to Ken Muscatel sU-25 andfinally theU-7 GrahamTrucking
becamethe U-7 Air Guard, now in black.
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Qatar and Oberto againled theway in
qualifyingby 5mphoverthefield. Whenthe
fina rolledarounditwasfairly predictable.
Qatar got theinside and the early lead and
stayedthere. Obertofollowed homesecond
andAir Guardthird. Withoneracelefttogo
todecidethechampionship,itwasvirtualy a

Karl Pearson photo

dead heat.

For thesecondtimeinasmany yearstheunlimitedswereput onacargo shipand sent halfway aroundtheworld
toDoha, Qatar. Thisraceisrapidly becomingatrue” event” inthispart of theworld, givingtheseriesaninternational
flavor and drawinginnew fansthat had never been ableto seetheseboatsup close.

If DaveVillwock wasgoingtoovertake Steve David and thedlight | ead hewoul d havetohaveaperfect race.
It started of f well withtheU-96 postingthefastest qualifyinglap. Inthefirst heat, thingslooked goodfor Villwock,
thenwent haywire. GoingintothesecondturnwithJ. Michagl KellyintheU-7, onceagain GrahamTrucking, on
hisoutsideDavegotintotheroostertail of theU-7and spunout. Whilenot being eliminated mathematicaly, it came
very close. Steve David stayed consi stent and wrapped up both theteam and driverschampionship after thefourth
hest.

Inthefinal, DaveVillwock randownJ. Michael Kelly andwontheracefor his“hometown” sponsor. Historically
thisnow givesDave62victories, tyinghimwiththelateBill Muncey inthetop spot for career wins.

For 2010thebattleall ssasonwasbetweentheU- 96 Spirit of Qatar andtheU-1 OhBoy! Oberto. WhileQatar
appearedtobethefastest boat it wasObertothat stayed cons stent and won thechampi onship. It should benoted



that whileboththeseteamsmadeevery fina
heat it wasObertothat never finished lower
thanthird. Qatar, whilewinningthreeof the
six eventsfinishedfifthintwo of them, once
beingflaggedfor apenalty andoncefalling
with mechanical problems. The way the
unlimited championshipisset up, it’ sabout
speed AND consistency.

After the top two, the best season was
hadby J.Michael KellyinGrahamTrucking/
Air Guard as he finished in the runner-up
positionthreetimesandlike, theU-96and U-

- 1, madeeveryfinal hest.
After sufferi ngthehorrendouscrash inDetrait, the Peters& M ay/DegreeM enteam rebounded spectacul arly
withaleased hull and never missed afinal with backupdriver JonZimmerman.

TheU-17 Red Dot team showed tremendousspeedinqualifyingand posted thethirdfastest timeintwoevents
(Tri-Citiesand San Diego), but never reacheditspotential, making only thefinal heat at theGold Cup.

Jeff BernardintheU-5Formulacould only managetowinoneheat andathird placeinTri-Cities—hishighest
overal finish. Theboat just seemedatick of f thepace.

BrianPerkins, drivingtheU-21 Albert Lee Appliancehad hisbest performance
at homein Seattle, winningaheat and ultimatel y taking thirdin hissponsor’ srace,
theAlbertLeeCup.

Theboatsnow returnfrom Qatar and theoff-seasonwork begins. In 2011 expex
moreof thesamegood, fast competition.

HOW BEST TO START?

If thiswerepoalitics, | wouldbeaccused of beingaflip-flopper. I’ mjustgoingtos
rethinking my position. A whileback | wroteapieceabout thestarting procedurear
fightingfor lanesistheONLY way todoit. Laneassignmentsto meweretakingth
out of thedrivers handsasagi mmick to createcompetition. Only problemisthisgim
hasinfact created someof thebest heatsseeninrecent years. Y ouonly hadtowatch
2BinTri-Citiesand 2A in Seattletocons der rethinking your position. Thisiswhat the!
comefor, notaparade. Whilethepuristinmesaysgoback tofightingfor lanes, anot
part of mewantsto seeaspectacul ar show andthisisthebest way toachieveitfor bc
sponsors, fans, and maybeperhapseventelevision.

Maybethesolutionisahybrid: lanechoice, asitisnowfor theprelims, andjusttu
everyoneloosefor thefinal. My mindisstill flipping, orisitflopping? ~~ UNJ
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] = - - —_ - AL fiuy Awls®  (E020l [SLuaL au) £
b a0 ] oy o o SLIEAT] YIER L4
- g - 0 P i AUES AL SURRS
ERE'E p A e i = - SUEAJ WIEW  (0iDE (T T TR - = e '
e el Rt A ) i s F0|0Wa ) AARHLOINY SARFULENT
ol i o+ E b o & LEi" SE5y
qOE'E M o e B 2 3] s 1B inodgl A0 FEE BV CLE
| o o e S MY UBULSWINT JRRIE
A ] A b A b Ay g siapeg
o F b o o S ShU D SEiy
o Foiy ! LA ey ot {@wBu auj
o o ] S it e [RIEIEN Uas
055'F el b el i e # UBULBLIWE WO (gLoal wessiy puejdog  ce ol
A bl L o e o PAYOOT MY 8587 SS1§
A Py P & P o sped yari ) oy ey
o o i A ¥ R U Eay Auadoled SRS
OE0°E ot & 4 b S EMO - mm_m__._. mwhm.- --_.mmm_a {owel ouy OOl 6
B i ] o i o i diy
o e g L) k] iy LA 3R 12 pay
LELE o o il P S 4Mc] uwalg dg (Lol MET URLNE.O 2T B
: | i P e A A WEEUFEIED [y AS1sqEnn 3N
THLE S i FA i o q IEsGEAs 8y (E0L8] surapsds SpEW  EEN 4
o g fl s P P ragy aankag
) A el i S e siadp W T
giazl A ey g Y - - =TT E T el e _En_n__l N .._..H_:..Im ssapag SSIy
SOE'Y {OBE '} = - - - I £ aisdp T [LOvEl Avpy § S SN LB 9
g 4 oo S Fd o Buiney oy wing preq o5
rea' o e £ L [ ¥ BB uBLg (12400 BT T et
Fi5's k ¥ ¥ £ ] 4 peesg e (poool Rauuay G e
P £ o e o i paEng Jipy
LOZ'H z £ g A £ z Agasg ooy ¢ (Eugal Guiyaim ey N E
ES0'6 b b z g b 5 yaomia =seg (gLl Joel o pnds GeN °E
FrE E z k ! z b praad saRls  (o0L0b opsgn idog W N R
Y Za OZU-ELL BUE-BUE  BN-UB  STM-PEL  ZTLL=LL =il ranag O A BLEN JE0H
.
-] o T

£ & § & g &
S8 7 . - a|jge| Alewwing uosea
iF ¢ w %m % g § g M IqeL S SoLoZ

P % © Jeusnoprsman gILINITINN
5
&

12



