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Lehigh Senior High School






Band Handbook 

Preface

This booklet has been written in order to provide band members, parents and other interested persons with information concerning the various phases, activities, and policies of the Lehigh Senior High School Band. It is impossible to cover in this booklet answer to all questions that may arise. All band members and parents are urged to read this booklet carefully in order to avoid conflict with band policies stated.

School rules and policies are in force at all times a student is directly or indirectly involved in any activities sponsored by or in the name of the Lehigh Senior High School. School policy shall have priority over band policy in the event of policy conflict.

The band director shall have authority to suspend or amend any band policy at any time necessary in the best interest of the overall band program.

Lehigh Senior High School Golden Lightning Band Objectives
1. Cultural: To foster the continued development of music appreciation and understanding through the study and performance of the best literature in music.

2. Educational: To develop interest and discriminating listeners, provide a well rounded musical education, and prepare students for musical activities in and beyond high school.

3. Service: To lend color and atmosphere to certain school and community affairs while promoting and enhancing the dignity and reputation of Lehigh Senior High School Band at all appearances.

4. Citizenship: To develop the ability to function as a responsible member of the community.

5. Recreational: To provide all students with an opportunity for worthy use of leisure time, an emotional outlet, and good social experiences.

Membership in the Lehigh Senior High School Band Program

The band program is open to all interested students who demonstrate the desire, ability, and proper attitude to be a member of the group. Students desiring membership must audition for membership into one of the Concert/Jazz Bands.

Students will be placed at the discretion of the band director. It should be understood that everyone will have an equal and fair opportunity for band participation. However, from time to time, it may become necessary to exclude or dismiss those students who fail to meet the band’s standards.

All students who enter the band program each semester must have at least a 1.5 GPA and have passed 5 subjects from the previous grading period, except Freshman. Entering Freshman must have a 2.0 GPA to enter the band program. To remain eligible after entry into the semester the student must maintain a minimum 1.5 GPA and freshman must maintain a minimum of 2.0 GPA. All students including freshman must have passed 5 subjects the previous grading period.

All students enrolled in ANY BAND and any other 9th grade students are required to participate in the marching band and will be graded accordingly, unless they are playing Fall sport. They are still required to play and do everything the marching band does except march.

The Importance Of Attitude

The greatest single factor that will determine the success of any individual or organization is attitude. It takes intense dedication to reach goals. Students should learn to discipline themselves to daily practice on fundamentals in concentrated and routine practice. The “right attitude” must be present along with sincerity, concentration, and dedication as the basic foundation and a mediocre group. You who are in band are a favored few. The band can do much for you. Make the most of it in every rehearsal and performance.

The Importance of Discipline


Because of the nature of the organization, band discipline must, of necessity, be strict. Band students and parents must be willing to accept the ideals, principles, and rules of the organization. Because band members are constantly on display, each member must always be aware of the importance of good behavior. Any misconduct casts a direct reflection on the band and school and may well undo the good work of many loyal students. In addition misconduct reflects on your community and parent(s)/guardian(s).

Discipline yourself so you can be the best possible young man or lady.


Any students who casts discredit on the band by their conduct or actions either at school, on a trip, or in the community, shall be subject to dismissal from band in addition to other disciplinary action taken by the school.


Basic values are a requirement. Students who are repeatedly disciplined by school authorities for violation of school policies are a liability to the program and will be subject to dismissal.

THE IMPORTANCE OF PRIDE


A simple definition is “the state of being proud.” I want us to take pride in everything we do, not only in band but also in all of our classes and actions. If you are going to do something, do it with PRIDE!

CLASSROOM RULES
1. All students must be in the band rehearsal room when the tardy bell rings. Rehearsal will start two minutes after the bell rings. At this time all students must be seated with everything they need for rehearsal. Any student not in their seat at this time will be marked tardy.

2. There are NO books or notebooks allowed at the student’s seat during rehearsal. The only items that should be at the students seat are their music and instrument. 

3. Each student will receive a music folder and will be responsible for its contents. After rehearsal every folder will be placed in the folder rack in the assigned slot. The Conductor encourages the musician to take their folder home for overnight practice. Folders are needed daily in class.

4. Students will warm-up appropriately, as dictated by the director, or there will be no playing of instruments.

5. All talking will cease when the Conductor steps in front of the band. There is to be no talking during class. If the student has a question he is to raise his hand and wait to be recognized.

CLASSROOM RULES CONTINUED

6. To receive credit for daily class work all students must have their instrument in their hands daily. If an instrument is in the repair shop a note stating this fact is required to the director. If the student does not have a note he cannot receive credit for the rehearsal.

7.  Students must have all materials necessary for rehearsal present daily. Consistent failure to have all material present will result in disciplinary action. Music and pencil are required by ALL. Wind players must have an instrument that is in working order, appropriate mouthpieces, reeds, etc. Percussionist must have appropriate sticks and mallets. Reeds, mouthpieces and other accessories can be purchased at local music store. Reed players should have a minimum of three reeds at all times. Brass players see Conductor for mouthpiece recommendations.

8. There is to be no food, drink, or gum ever in the band rehearsal building. Students found with any of these items will receive no credit for the rehearsal. If a student consistently offends this rule he will be disciplined and may possibly be suspended or dismissed from the band program.

9. Students should respect the building and the equipment in it. No horseplay will be tolerated. Any student caught defacing or damaging the band room by any means will face immediate disciplinary action.

10. The Band rehearsal building is not a locker room. All personal items must go home with the student. Any personal material found in the band room may be discarded or turned into lost and found.

11. At the end of rehearsal the director will dismiss the group. The bell never dismisses the class.

12. There is to be no students allowed in the band building that is not a member of the band program. The band room is not a passageway.

ATTENDANCE POLICY

Rehearsals - are necessary and are called only for the improvement of the band and to meet performance demands. They are not called for the “fun of it”. The band is not in the “excuse” business when it comes to absences. The following policies are in effect regarding rehearsals.



THE BEST EXCUSE DOES NOT GET THE JOB DONE!
1. All rehearsals are mandatory and will be made up by the students unless excused by the director.

2. An unexcused absences from a rehearsal may result in possible suspension from further performances.

3. Excessive absences from rehearsals will not be allowed. Excessive absence is normally defined as 2 or more missed rehearsals.

4. 3 non-made-up or unexcused absences constitutes a failing grade and possible

dismissal.

5. Proper procedure must be followed by the student if an excused absence is to be requested.

6. Section rehearsals are mandatory and are considered the same as full band rehearsals. They may be called by the director with advanced notice.

PERFORMANCES


There are very few – if any- excuses for missing a performance. Every student is a vital member of the team effort and absences not only affect the person missing, but also those around them, causing a drop in performance standards. We do not need students we cannot depend on. The following policies are in effect regarding performances:

1. ALL PERFORMANCES ARE MANDATORY!

2. An unexcused absence may result in a failing grade for this grading category. The student may be subject to suspension or dismissal from band.

3. There is no make up for a missed performance. It is either excused or unexcused.

Excused Absence


If a band activity is to be missed, and excused absence may be obtained only for the following reasons:

1. Death in the immediate family.

2. Extreme personal illness – The student is generally expected to have a doctor’s note stating the student’s inability to perform.

3. Dental appointments, non-emergency appointments, and meetings, in general, will not be excused. Students should consult the band performance and rehearsal calendar to schedule personal medical appointments.

4. Work is never an excuse for missing any band activities. Please do not ask.
5. Situations involving extenuating circumstances, situations of a one time nature, or circumstances relating to personal/family emergencies may be excused at the discretion of the director.

6. Students who are actively participating and representing LSHS in an actual  competitive activity may be excused from rehearsal at the director’s discretion. Students who must miss a rehearsal due to a field trip or other similar activity may be excused at the director’s discretion. Students may not be excused to attend club meetings, or other similar events.

7. In the case of students involved in sports activities, if the student has a performance when the band has a rehearsal the student can file for excused absence. When the band has a performance and the student has a practice the student will be expected at the performance.

8. It is the responsibility of the student and parent to give the band director a

note explaining the absence. This does not automatically make the absence excused. 

In order to obtain an excused absence, the following procedure must be followed by both the student and the parent. The request must be approved by the director.

In addition to clearance with the school office for absence during the school day, absences from a band activity that same day or evening needs to be cleared with the band conductor as well. Absent list are not available until the following morning.

Follow-up is the sole responsibility of the student.

TARDINESS

Students are expected to be on time to all activities. “ON TIME” means ready to begin with all necessary items, not rushing to your chair or running to practice field when roll is being taken.

“ TO BE EARLY IS TO BE ON TIME”

The following specific policies are in effect in regards to tardiness to band activities:

1. Students are allowed two (2) tardies to activities (less than 15 minutes each) for personal emergencies per grading period.

2. For each additional tardy beyond those allowed for emergencies, the students will receive one demerit per tardy. The only exception to this rule will be in cases of extenuating circumstances when the parent notifies the director in person or by phone of the reason for the tardy and an excuse is granted by the director. No notes will be excepted.

3. Any student who arrives after 15 minutes is considered absent and unless excused by the director shall receive one demerit.

MAKEUP POLICY

Classwork


The makeup of any class work is the sole responsibility of the student. Students are responsible for any work, information, or instructions given in their absence. This includes students on suspension and those in time-out. The school attendance and makeup policy will be strictly enforced in band. Band operates like any other class in school.

Rehearsal


All makeup is the sole responsibility of the students. Students are responsible for all work, information, and instructions given during and band activity. Excused absence from rehearsal may be make-up as follows:

1. The absence must be approved by the band director

2. The student must request an assignment.

3. The assignment must be completed within 7 school days of the absence. All  assignments are subject to the approval of the director, must be complete, and demonstrate quality work.

Performance


There is no makeup for a missed performance. It is either excused or unexcused.

CONFLICTS WITH BAND


Rehearsals and performance calendars are normally given out in advance. Every effort by the director to eliminate conflicts with other major school activities is given. It is the policy of the band to assist students when conflicts occur within the scope of band policy. Students should not expect excused absences for conflict automatically. Students are reminded that band is a very demanding activity and does require time outside of school. Remember performances are mandatory in regard to attendance. Please see the band director in advance concerning all conflicts. Appropriate planning will allow a working solution for all parties involved.

MAINTENANCE OF PRIVATELY OWNED INSTRUMENTS


Band instruments require periodic check-ups just like a car or boat. Do not allow a “poorly tuned” instrument hinder your band student’s progress.

GRADING POLICY

All students will be graded fairly based on their own individual accomplishments. Students, in general, are evaluated as follows:

75%
1. Laboratory and Practical Application Activities

A. Labs (rehearsals)

B. Practical applications (performances)

5%
2. Daily participation in the program – the student has his instrument (in working 


    order), music, pencil, and participates in all phases of the band class activities


    with appropriate discipline.

20%
3. Overall musical progress as evidenced by the director’s observation and by 


    skills tests.

Please note the following grading policies:

A. Three or more unexcused or non-made-up absences will constitute a failing grade in band.

B. Any unexcused absence from any performance will constitute failure in band.

INSPECTION

It is required of all band members to keep their equipment and performance attire in top shape at all times. At marching performances an inspection of instruments and uniform will be made. Shoes are to be plain black shoes with no decoration. Soles are to be plain black band shoes with no decoration. The band shirt is to be the regulation LSHS band shirt only. Uniforms will be issued before each performance of the marching band and returned after the performance to be cleaned. For concert performances student will wear the uniform style assigned to their particular band. Students who do not have the correct dress at a performance will not be allowed to perform. No jewelry or fingernail polish of any type is allowed in a performance uniform – Marching or Concert.

STADIUM CONDUCT

The band will march from the band room to the stadium in an orderly fashion. In the stadium the students will sit only in their assigned seats according to the seating chart. There will be no trading of seats. The band will always play as a unit or by section as designed by the director. There will be no eating, drinking, or gum allowed except during the break time after half-time performance and then only water. Students may go to the restroom with the director’s permission and only if accompanied by a chaperone. There will be no illegal activities tolerated. Students should exercise control when a touchdown is made as the band will need to play immediately. Always watch the drum major for the flash cards with selection that the band will play. After the game the band will proceed back to the band room under cadence. Parents can pick up their student when we return to the band room and they are dismissed. Students must remember that the band is at the game to support the football team and to show spirit but we must also perform in a dignified manner.

*Any student who violates the Rule for Stadium Conduct may be benched for the following game. If inappropriate behavior continues, the student will be removed from the marching band.

COURTESY

Courtesy to teachers, school employees, parents, chaperones, other students, and guests is very important. Each of us should strive to be considerate of all others. Discourtesy and rudeness will result in disciplinary action as set forth in the LSHS student handbook. Serious violations may result in dismissal from band.

STUDENT VALUABLES

Students are not to bring large amounts of money, radios, tape players, cameras, etc., to band. If you wear glasses, watches, or other jewelry you are to keep track of them at all times. Students are responsible for their personal property not the band. Students should not leave their personal items in the band room, other than their instruments. The band room is not a locker room to keep shoes, books, clothes, radios, or other such items. All instrument are to be kept properly stored in the instrument room when not in use. It is important for you to keep your instrument case locked at all times. Unfortunately reeds, mouthpieces, etc. are sometimes removed. Please understand this is not the director’s responsibility.

BUS CONDUCT

1. Students must keep their heads, hands and other articles inside the bus at all times.

2. Excessive or distractive noise in prohibited.

3. Students should leave none of their personal belongings on the bus. The school is not responsible.

4. Students must remain seated while the bus is moving. Students may exit only from the front door except in an emergency.

5. Horseplay is not permitted around or on the bus.

6. Students will be absolutely quiet all railroad crossing.

7. All radios, cassette players, CD’s etc., must have headphones.

8. No eating or drinking without the expressed permission of the driver.

9. All busses are to be cleaned and all trash removed at the end of each trip.

10. Chaperones are in charge of each bus and are speaking on behalf of the director. YOU WILL RESPECT THEM FULLY. Disrespect to an adult could result in dismissal from the band and/or future trips.

SCHOOL OWNED INSTRUMNETS AND EQUIPMENT

Each student who uses a school-owned instrument is completely responsible for the care of that instrument or piece of equipment. Lost or damaged items shall be replaced at the student’s expense. Before school owned instruments are checked out, a checkout form must be filled out and filed with the director. Students must return any item checked out at the director’s request. Normal wear and tear repairs are not the responsibility of the student. Students are financially responsible for lost mouthpieces or tuning bits.

TRIPS

1. All students are required to travel to and from all events with the band.

2. Students may be picked up at the conclusion of an activity by the parent or legal guardian only when the parent or legal guardian sends a note, which is presented to the director in advanced, or the trip.

3. The parent or legal guardian must personally appear to the director or head chaperone prior to the students release at the conclusion of the event.

4. No student will be released to ride home with a boyfriend, girlfriend, other student, neighbor, etc. Only legally responsible adult member of a student’s immediate family may pick up a student.

5. No student will be released until the group is formally dismissed.

SPECIAL TRIPS

Special trips may be taken by the band from time to time. Only those students who have earned the privilege of going on these trips will be allowed to participate. In order to be eligible to attend, the following criteria must be met:

1. The student must have been an active member of the band program.

2. The student must have a good record of attendance, behavior, and dependability.

3. Any student who is academically ineligible for band participation is prohibited from participating in any special band trip.

4. Any student who drops band prior to a trip will not be eligible under any circumstances to attend any trip.

PRIVATE LESSONS

Private lessons are encouraged for all students in order for the student to achieve his/her maximum potential. Credit toward awards is given to students who are certified to have studied with a qualified private teacher for at least one semester per year. Please see band director if interested.

USE OF BAND FACILITIES

The use of band facilities before, after and during school hours is a privilege. Students who abuse the facilities and its contents will be disciplined accordingly. Any abuse or damaged will be considered vandalism.

A. Rehearsal Hall

The controlled gathering of students before school is permitted as long as students are quiet and well behaved. The rehearsal hall and practice rooms are not lounge areas. Students must make an effort to keep the room neat and orderly. Individual practice should be done in a practice room.

B. Practice Room

These are to be used for practice or private study only. Keep room neat with all chairs, stands, etc., returned to their proper place. Use of practice rooms is with permission of the director only.

C. Instrument Room

This area is off limits to students except when getting out or returning an instrument to its proper place in the room. Books, clothes, etc., are not allowed in this area. Instruments are to be kept in designated area.

D. Library

The library is private and is to be used only by the library staff. Materials may be checked out only through the director.

E. Band Office

This area is private and should not be entered by any student unless the director is present. All students should keep in mind that this is a place of business. Students are welcomed if band conductor is present.

F. Telephone

The telephone is for band business only or calls home to parents. No social calls allowed.

DUTIES OF DRUM MAJORS

Drum Major

The Drum Major(s) will be chosen by audition on materials selected by the director.

The number of Drum Majors will be decided by the director at the time of audition. Uniforms for Drum majors are also selected by the director. The basic duties of the Drum Major include:

1. Attend all band functions.

2. Is responsible to the director for the conduct and actions of the band, and for the execution of all duties assigned.

3. Take charge of the band in all marching-type situations.

4. Assist the director in maintaining discipline and order by setting example.

5. Promotes spirit and pride.

6. Conduct inspection.

Other leaders will be appointed by the director. They include section leaders, drum captain and guard captain. Section leaders will be the first chair players unless that person does not meet all requirements as stated.

SECTION LEADER POLICIES

1. The primary responsibility of all leaders will be leadership through example in musicianship, attitude, loyalty to the band, conduct, and co-operation.

2. Leaders are responsible for the efficient operation of their offices or positions.

3. The director may remove or suspend any leader from their position for failure to effectively fulfill the duties, responsibilities, procedures, and tradition of their office or position.

4. Loyalty to the organization must be first and foremost. Leaders must realize that intense dedication to the band is necessary as an example to the other students. Leaders are required to be present at all band activities and to take as much time as necessary to carry out their duties in an effective manner.

5. All leaders are subject to all band rules and regulations.

6. Leaders who become disciplinary problems around the school and/or band are subject, at the director’s discretion, to dismissal when their actions have a negative effect on the performance of their duties as officers and/or as members of the band.

BAND COURSE POLICIES

All band courses are academically oriented and are designed for both the college bound and general education student. Any band course taken by a ninth grade student earns that student credit toward graduation as either an elective or required course.

All ninth grade students accepted into the band in any capacity or position must also participate in the Marching Band. Also any student who is enrolled in Symphonic or Jazz is also required to be in the Marching Band.

BAND CLASSES OFFERED

Concert Band – made up of 9-12 grade students with at least one year of playing 

Experience. Placement is by audition or their middle school band director’s recommendation. All members must be in the marching band.

BAND AWARDS POLICY

Awards are earned on the basis of participation and outstanding performance. Awards are presented at the discretion of the director.

1. In order to be eligible to receive an award the following criteria must be met:

a. A student must have been actively participating in band for the entire school year and must be a current member of the band in good standing at the time of the awards presentation.

b. A student must have at least a “C” average in band and must not have a grade in band lower than a “C” during any grading period. Students who do not meet this requirement may receive only a certificate of participation. This includes receiving a LSHS Band Letter.

c. Any students who drops band, quits, or is dismissed from band for any reason will not be eligible for any band award and will not be allowed to attend the Awards.

d. Any students who have not cleared their band record by returning items checked or who has not paid fees owed including lost or damaged items will have their awards held up until records are cleared.

2. The Awards Banquet is funded and sponsored through the efforts of the LSHS Band 

Parents Association. However, sole control of the awards program is at the discretion of the Band Director.

Band Participation Certificate - will be presented to all band members that have participated in marching and concert band or color guard for one full year.

Band Letter  - Each band member will receive a varsity letter in band when they have completed one full year of marching and concert band or color guard.

Bar – at the end of the second year of marching and concert band or color guard and every year after that, each band member will receive a gold bar for each year of band.

Band Medal – band and color guard members will receive and medal if the have earned ten or more service points.

Band Honor Trophy – Band and color guard members will receive an honor trophy if they earn 15 or more service points.

Espirit Award – will be presented to the outstanding Senior that has embodied the spirit, pride and dedication of band.

John Philip Sousa Award – will be awarded to the Senior that has excelled the most in band.

· Other awards will be given at the discretion of the band director.

Point

Activity
1 Ea.
Perfect Att. Marching/Concert Reh.

1
Ea.
Perfect Att. Marching/Concert Perf.

1
Ea.
Honor Bands (county, state, Fest. Of Winds)

1-2 Outside School Ens. (ECC etc.)

1-2 Pr. 
Solo & Ensemble District

1-2 Pr.
Solo & Ensemble State

1-2 Taking Private Lessons

1 Earning all A’s in Band

1 National Honor Society

1-2 Pr.
Playing 2nd inst. For good of band.

1-2 Being in band both semesters.

1 Band Leader

1

Playing 12 major scales plus arpeggios


Note: Students absent for any reason do not get credit for any activity points.

The director may give extra activity points for other performances or duty to the             band.

FUNDRAISING

The LSHS Band Boosters will hold several fundraisers throughout the school year. These fundraisers are held in order to help support the expenses of the band program. All students are expected to participate in a majority of the fundraisers throughout the school year. Students who fail to participate in fundraising events will not qualify to attend the end of the year band awards banquet.
The funds remaining in a student’s fair share account shall stay active until graduation. Prior to graduation, the student may request the Band Parents Association to transfer money to sibling’s account. Upon graduation the funds remaining in a fair share account shall revert back to the Band Parents Association General Fund Account. Under no circumstances, the funds earned will be refunded to the student or his/her parent/guardian. Students may not use fundraising money to purchase non-required items such as Band Jacket/Hoodie, Tuners, Reeds etc. All request must be in writing and honored before the May Band Parents Meeting.
No request will be honored past that date.
HIGH SCHOOL BAND BOOSTERS

The parents of the members of the LSHS Band have organized the LSHS Band Boosters.

The success of the Boosters is due, in part, to the active participation of both the parent and the student. Some of the objectives of the Boosters are:

1. To arouse, stimulate, and maintain an enthusiastic interest in all phases of the band program.

2. To co-operate with those in charge of the band and the school system to the end that the band be brought to and kept at the highest degree of efficiency.

3. To develop a closer relationship between parents, students and director and to stimulate the knowledge, performance, and appreciation of good music.

4. To assist in fundraising to help finance certain extras not regularly provided for in the school budget.

5. To aid in chaperoning band trips and activities, help pass out uniforms work in the concession stand.

6. To augment or encourage educational trips that are sanctioned by the school.

7. Not to make or interfere with school or band policy.

Membership is open to interested parents and interested persons. Meetings are held the 1st Monday of each month.

BAND MEMBERS RESPONSIBILITY TO THE BAND

When a student decides to become a part of the LSHS Band he must remember that there are responsibilities that come along with membership. The student now represents LSHS in the community and LSHS Band to fellow students. For the band to be successful every student must have regular attendance and must account for any absences. Every member must work to improve a little every single day. Co-operation is also very important. Each student must work within a team framework with fellow students and the director. If everyone fellow these guidelines, success in the band program will result. Without loyalty, co-operation and respect for band, the director and fellow students the band will not be successful.

PARENTS RESPONSIBILITY TO THE BAND

It is the responsibility of every parent and guardian to see that the policies outlined in this booklet are followed. Each parent is responsible for the attendance of their child at all band functions. Parents must also see that their child practices their instrument regularly. Keep your privately owned instrument in good condition. Do not hold your band student back. The band will be only as successful as the weakest player. Support your child in band activities. The band needs your support. The rule of thumb is that the band will not be any stronger than its band booster’s organization.

Director’s Note

It has been my effort to outline all of the possible contingencies that occur in a band program. I feel that if expectations are outlined then both the student and the parents will have a clearer picture of what the director is striving for. We, here at Lehigh Senior High School Band have very high goals for this year’s band. With all of your help, I know that we will be successful musically and as a team. We have the talent and I believe that we have the desire. Remember, this is your band and it will be Superior only with Your effort. Know that the director cares about each of you and is concerned. Please feel free to come and chat!

Sincerely,

Jay D. Parales

Director of Bands

Lehigh Senior High School

I understand the policies and guidelines of the Lehigh Senior High School Band and agree to comply with all. My parents support this decision.

___________________                    ______________________

Parents Signature



Student Signature

___________________


___________________
Date






Print Students Name

Email Address:________________________________________




PRINT!!!

