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CDC Membership Meeting in Merced – Thank you to everyone who traveled out to Merced to participate in the  
California Dairy Campaign (CDC) Meeting and Social. We had a great crowd and an excellent discussion on a range of  
issues including the upcoming farm bill debate, the demise of the Trans Pacific Partnership (TPP), the California fed-
eral milk marketing order (FMMO) hearing process, state air quality regulations, and as well as a range of other issues.  
A quick recap of the discussion:  
 

 The Next Farm Bill: California Dairy Campaign continues to participate in the National Farmers Union 
(NFU) Dairy Emergency Committee to prepare for the next farm bill debate that is expected to begin in 
early 2017. So far dairy committee members from across the country have agreed that the Dairy Margin 
Protection Program (DMPP) is not working as an effective safety net for dairy farmers during periods of 
low prices. In California just 38 dairies signed up for any additional DMPP coverage in 2016 due to the fact 
that the margins in the program do not reflect actual margins on California dairies. One of the key  

       issues in the next farm bill debate is going to be the baseline spending for dairy programs which has  
       decreased substantially under the current farm bill. Members of the NFU Committee have agreed that the      
       next farm bill must make spending on dairy programs a higher priority to sustain dairies nationwide  
       especially given the amount of resources directed to dairy farmers in other countries. CDC and members of      
       the committee agree that the next farm bill should establish an incentive based inventory management pro             
       gram so that milk production can better respond to market demand. CDC firmly believes that the next          
       farm bill should reform milk pricing to take into  account the prevailing cost of production on dairies in       
       California. 
 
 California Federal Milk Marketing Order – USDA is expected to release its recommended decision 

on a federal order proposal for California before the end of this year, which would conclude step 9 of the 12 
step process to establish a federal order in California. Once the USDA releases its recommended decision 
there will be a comment period and then USDA will issue a final decision in response to the comments re-
ceived. At that point dairy producers will vote on the final proposal during a statewide referendum.  

 



 Trade Issues – Given the widespread opposition during the last election cycle, the Trans Pacific 

Partnership (TPP) will not be considered for a vote in Congress this year. During the next Congress 

and under the Trump Administration, CDC will call for future trade agreements that work in the best 

interests of U.S. dairy farmers. Due to the threat that foot and mouth (FMD) disease poses to the 

health of the U.S. livestock herd, CDC will call on the next USDA Secretary to reverse the decision 

made last summer by current USDA Secretary Vilsack to allow meat imports from Brazil a country 

known to have FMD. CDC will further call for the reinstatement of mandatory country-of-origin la-

beling (COOL) of meat which was widely supported by farmers and consumers and currently in place 

for many other agricultural commodities including fruits, vegetables, fish, chicken and pork. 

 State Regulation of Methane – CDC opposed SB 1383 that would regulate methane emissions 
along with a coalition of organizations when it was first introduced in the state legislature because of 
the additional costs it would impose on dairy producers. The final bill signed by Governor Brown re-
stricts regulation of enteric emissions and delays mandatory reductions of methane emissions from 
manure until 2024. The legislation stipulates that if methane reduction regulations are not techno-
logically or economically feasible the California Air Resources Board (CARB) has the authority to de-
crease the 40 percent methane reduction mandate. As the methane regulation process moves for-
ward, CDC will continue to call for financial resources to assist dairies in any methane reduction ef-
forts. 
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