Well, we made it to the top of the mountain, 


again!  

But this is the last time Matthew is going to take us there 


because we have reached the end.  

But we are back on a mountain, 


because this is where Jesus goes for transformational episodes.  



We were on a mountain for the temptations in the wilderness, 



receiving the Beatitudes and hearing the Sermon on the Mount, 



the transfiguration, 



the feeding of the 5000,



 the sermon on the end, 



the Garden of Gethsemane is on a mountain.  


The major teaching points of Jesus for his disciples are on a mountain.  


Today is no different.  

Yet, when we ponder why, 


those biblically inclined will say, 



“Because Moses was on the mountain to receive the 10 commandments.”  




And there is a strong tie to Moses and teaching here.  

But on a mountain, 


we also get a different perspective.  

And that is what we need most often 


if we are going to be disciples of Jesus.  

We need a different perspective on the world.  


If we view everything the way we always have, 



nothing is going to change, 



because we would have already changed it.  


Humanism and the enlightenment have been at work, 



using our technology for a better world for over 500 years.  



They still have more than a few kinks to work out.  


Mainly, 



the part where we are able to fix ourselves.  

So Jesus takes us to this high ground 


to allow us to see things differently.  



Things that seemed big, 




look small down below.  



You see the connection of how your house relates to everyone else's.  



You are able to see patterns that are  not discernable from the street level.  


This change in perspective is needed.

At the same time, 


we hear that we don't need to be perfect to come under this teaching.  

The disciples follow the directions of Jesus 


and come to the mountain in Galilee, 



where everything had started, 

they see Jesus 


and they worship him, 


but some doubted.  

They all worshipped, 


but despite all that they had seen and experienced, 



some still doubted.  

The world would want to tell us 


that those who doubted 



were left behind, 



not given the promises that follow.  

But the text says no such thing.  


We sometimes want to pretend that the disciples did not doubt, 



so that we would have an excuse for not doing as they did.  

But the truth is, 


that even with their doubts, 


they worshipped God nonetheless.  



And Jesus used them nonetheless.

This is not as hard to believe 


when we see what Jesus tells them in this great commission.  

The commission indeed is great.  


We are to go and make disciples of all nations.  



Not just our neighbors, 



not just our family, 



not just our nation, 




but all nations.  

Of course if we are going to reach all nations, 


we need to disciples our family, 


neighbors and city.  

But the call is one without limits.

This discipling is a two step process according to the text.  


There is baptizing them in the name of the triune God, 



Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  


And there is teaching them 



to obey everything that Jesus commanded the disciples.  


That is how we will make disciples of the nations.

Baptizing is another way for us to get a different perspective. 


In going under the baptismal waters, 



we are reminded that we are washed clean.  



We are reminded that staying underwater leads to death 




and as we come back 




and breath in that first breath 



we are reminded that we are living a new life.  

This act is the second of the sacraments that we practice.  


The other is the Lords' Supper.  

If we try and live into the new life of Jesus 


without being ready to die to the old way, 


we can not live into the new life.  

Just as we can't pack anything more into a day, 


without giving something else up, 

we can't live into the life Jesus calls us to, 


without dying to the old life.

Obeying what Jesus commanded 


is a limited undertaking.  

But as I have held throughout, 


what Jesus taught in the Sermon on the Mount 



was enough to cover all that we need to know about how to live.  

Everything else that he taught, 


is expanding on those teachings.  

But those teachings require dying to our old ways 


and embracing the new life that Jesus calls us to.  

Even Jesus was first baptized before he started to proclaim this new life.  


The sign and seal of baptism brings us to a new standing, 


a new way of living life.  

But we need to be actively exploring what this new way of life is all about.  


So while we limit it to Jesus teaching, 



we need to see it lived out and explained.  

This is why Jesus came and lived among us.  


To allow us to see it lived out.  


Then he called his disciples to continue showing the world how it is done.  

The most powerful way in which we learn 


is by watching someone else doing it.  



Esme is soaking things in 




and copying them as best as she can.  



Eva is imitating everything she sees.  




One day, 





after seeing us carry Esme in the child carrier on our chest, 




on her own, 





she put on her apron 






and then tucked a doll in the same way Esme rested.  



More than one stuffed animal has been seen tucked inside her jacket, 




because she has seen her sister popping out the same way.

This is what makes up the call to disciple the nations.  


Of course, we need to be ready to tell them why they should be baptized 


and why we live the way we do.  



Why we are ready to forgive them 




even if they have not done anything to earn forgiveness.  


But that is part of demonstrating how to do something.  

So what are our excuses at this point 


for not following the great commission?  

I am assuming that they are many and varied.  


From financial constraints, 


to age, 


to the gifts and personality God created us with.  

Which would all be legitimate 


if Jesus would have just commanded us to go and do this.  

We could easily say,


 “You have not equipped us to do this!”

But as has been the case throughout Matthew, 


every thing that Jesus commanded, 


he also provided the means to do so.  

The commission is sandwiched with two promises from Jesus 


to enable us to fulfill this high calling.  

The first is that all authority in heaven and on earth is Jesus'.  


Jesus has authority over our life, 


over China, the United States, and Russia, 


over the richest and poorest people in the world.  


Jesus has authority over evil and death.  

Those things that we fear 


and see as obstacles to what we hear Jesus calling us to, 



Jesus has authority over those as well.  

Do you hear how futile and moot your excuses are 


if we take this commission seriously?  

When we engage in this mission, 


there is nothing that will be able to stand in our way.  

Jesus has authority over everything on this earth, 


all spiritual power here 


and in heaven.  

You could argue that is all fine and good,


but just because there is enough food in the world to feed everyone, 


doesn't mean everyone has the food.  

If Jesus has the authority, 


what good does that do me?  



I don't have the power.  

Which would stand 


if Jesus didn't sandwich his commission with promises.  

The second being, 


Jesus, 



the one with all authority, 


is with us always.  

We are not independent agents in this calling.  


We are walking with Jesus in this process.  


We are Jesus' wingman.  


Jesus is leading the mission.  

So we are called to do what Jesus calls us to 


and then when we get out of our competence or power zone, 



let Jesus do what we can not do, 


and then proceed forward through the newly opened doors.  

Everything we have been asked to do is possible 


if we follow this pattern.  

Imitating Jesus, 


following his commands, 


and letting him use his authority 



instead of depending upon our own.  

If we do this, 


we can go 



and make disciples of all nations, 




everyone, 





including ourselves.
