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Lenten Season

The Season of Lent
I was listening to a podcast today and the 2 pastor s wer e talking about Ash Wednesday and Lent.
One asked the other if his views on Lent changed from year to year. I was a bit surprised by his answer
but as I thought about it, it mirrored my own view. He said that each Lenten season he goes through it
makes him more aware of his own mortality, that it is one less Lent he will participate in. He is correct,
Lent is a time when we reflect on our sinfulness and the cost of our sin that was born by Christ. It is also
a time to think on our own mortality. Lent begins with Ash Wednesday in which the pastor makes the
sign of the cross on a penitent’s forehead with the ashes of the previous year’s palms from Palm
Sunday. While the ashes are being imposed, the pastor says the words, “Remember that you are dust,
and to dust you shall return.” They are similar to the words of the committal service after a funeral,
“we now commit the body of our brother/sister to the ground; earth to earth, ashes to ashes, dust to
dust.”
Lent is a season when we r eflect on our Baptism and in light of our sins, we pr epar e our selves for
the celebration of Easter. It is a season for learning and growing in faith, for repentance and for prayer,
some people even fast during Lent to practice self-control and to heighten one’s awareness of Christ.
Two passages of Scr iptur e came to mind as I was pr epar ing to wr ite this ar ticle; Psalm 90:3-8 You return man to dust and say, "Return, O children of man!" 4 For a thousand years in your sight are
but as yesterday when it is past, or as a watch in the night. 5 You sweep them away as with a flood; they
are like a dream, like grass that is renewed in the morning: 6 in the morning it flourishes and is renewed; in the evening it fades and withers. 7 For we are brought to an end by your anger; by your
wrath we are dismayed. 8 You have set our iniquities before you, our secret sins in the light of your
presence. God is indeed judge of all and even as skilled as we are at hiding our sins from other people,
we cannot ever hide them from God. If this were the end of it, we would be left with nothing but
despair.
But Paul tells us in 2 Corinthians 4:16-18 So we do not lose heart. Though our outer self is wasting
away, our inner self is being renewed day by day. 17 For this light momentary affliction is preparing for
us an eternal weight of glory beyond all comparison, 18 as we look not to the things that are seen but to
the things that are unseen. For the things that are seen are transient, but the things that are unseen are
eternal.
We ar e dead men walking. But Thanks be to God! We ar e not left in our despair but as bad as
our sinful nature is here, as bad as the consequences of sin are, as bad as watching your body waste
away to disease and time, they pale in comparison to the eternal weight of glory that awaits us at the
end. Lent gives us the opportunity to compare and contrast God as righteous judge who condemns us
because of our sin and yet spared not His own Son so that we could be bought by Jesus’ precious blood.
And yet God is both righteous Judge and precious Savior.

Enjoy our journey through Lent and take the
opportunities we provide to learn and Worship.
Pastor, Don

St. Patrick
Contr ar y to cultur al misconception, St. Patr ick is not the patr on saint of
drunkenness nor of green beer. He was a real person evangelized and taught
the clear doctrine of the Trinity. (And also wrote one of my favorite hymns.)
The following is from the book Celebrating the Saints, by Rev.
William Weedon.
Today (Mar ch 17th), we remember and thank the blessed Trinity for
St. Patrick, Missionary to Ireland. Patrick was born into a Christian family in
Roman Britain about AD 389. The borders of the empire were fraying fast.
Raiders from Ireland pillaged the coast and carried Patrick back with them as a slave. Sent to herd pigs,
Patrick served six years and pondered his fate and his faith. Led by a dream, he escaped his captivity
and headed toward the sea. Since he had no money to pay for a voyage and would not submit to the
sailors’ lewd suggestions, he almost despaired. The sailors relented and let the young man cross back
with them. He finally made his way to France, where he became a monk and a priest. Elevated to be
bishop, he returned to the land of his captivity about 433 to set his captors free from their slavery to
idolatry. In this labor he spent the rest of his days. He preached throughout the land, founded
communities, and imparted to the Irish Church of his day a true zeal for missions. In his great
Confession, he wrote, “This is how we can repay such blessings, when our lives change and we come to
know God, to praise and bear witness to his great wonders before every nation under heaven.” An
ardent and orthodox confessor of the doctrine of the Holy Trinity, Patrick brought the joy of confessing
the “Three in One and One in Three” through the length and breadth of the Island. His episcopal seat
was said to be at Armagh. March 17 is generally regarded as the day of his death. Did he die singing his
hymn? “I bind unto myself the name, The strong name of the Trinity By invocation of the same, the
Three in One and One in Three. Of whom all nature hath creation, Eternal Father, Spirit, Word. Praise
to the Lord of my salvation; Salvation is of Christ, the Lord!” (LSB 604:5).
I bind unto myself today The pow’r of God to hold and lead, His eye to watch, His might to stay,
His ear to hearken to my need, The wisdom of my God to teach, His hand to guide, His shield to
ward, The Word of God to give me speech, His heav’nly host to be my guard.
Against the demon snares of sin, The vice that gives temptation force, The natural lusts that war
within, The hostile foes that mar my course; Or few or many, far or nigh, In ev’ry place and in
all hours, Against their fierce hostility I bind to me those holy pow’rs. (LSB 604:3–4)

Faithful God, You never cease to give to Your Chur ch those who delight to car r y the Gospel to
foreign lands. Receive our thanks this day for Your servant, Patrick, who carried the saving name of
Jesus to Ireland and summoned its people to abandon idolatry and worship You, the only true God, the
blessed Trinity. Strengthen today all missionaries, that they may fearlessly
bear Your name and summon all sinners into the joy of forgiveness and the
promise of resurrection through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
Weedon, William. Celebrating the Saints (Kindle Locations 977-1013). Concordia
Publishing House. Kindle Edition. For an entertaining and irreverent video on bad
analogies about the Trinity featuring St. Patrick visit: https://youtu.be/KQLfgaUoQCw

Ash Wednesday and Midweek Lenten Services
“Behold the man!” proclaimed the unwitting preacher Pontius Pilate in one
of the shortest yet most profound sermons ever recorded. This will be our
endeavor this Lententide and Easter Sunday. Behold the man, God in
human flesh, Jesus. His incarnation will provide the basis for our
meditation and proclamation on His Passion. And His real bodily suffering and death will provide the
basis for our full-throated proclamation on Easter morning of a bodily resurrection, not just of Jesus but
also for His saints. Real bodies that have suffered, wept, bled, prayed, eaten, hoped, and more will be those
raised incorruptible from their graves on the day of Jesus’ return.
We will fix our eyes and our preaching on the man Jesus, contemplating the inescapable fact—indeed
the most important fact in the course of human history—that God became man. The Second Person of the
eternal triune God, whom we confess in the Nicene Creed as “God of God, Light of light, very God of
very God . . . of one substance with the Father, by whom all things were made,” became a living,
breathing, flesh-and-blood human being, a man.

Ash Wednesday
Sermon: “A God Who Hungers” (Joel 2:12–19; 2
Corinthians 5:20b–6:10; Matthew 6:1–6, 16–21)

Join us for Fellowship Supper before the Lenten Mid-Week Service at 6pm.
Services start at 7 pm…. Following the Supper.
Midweek of Lent 1 – March 13, 2019
Sermon: “A God Who Prays” (Hebrews 7:20–28; John 17)

Midweek of Lent 2 – March 20, 2019
Sermon: “A God Beaten” (Isaiah 52:13–53:12; John 18:19–24)

Midweek of Lent 3 – March 27, 2019
Sermon: “A God Exposed” (Genesis 3:7–21; John 19:1–5, 23–24)

Midweek of Lent 4 – April 3, 2019
Sermon: “A God with a Mother” (Revelation 12:1–6; John 19:25–27)

Midweek of Lent 5 – April 10, 2019
Sermon: “A God Who Thirsts” (Psalm 22:12–18; John 19:28–30)
April 14th - Palm Sunday
April 18th - Maundy Thursday
April 19th - Good Friday
April 21st - Easter Sunday

Spring Forward!!!

Saturday night
March 9th ... Don’t
forget to set your
clocks forward 1 hour
so you are not late
Sunday.

Prayer & Praise at Dominion
Starting in March we will sponsor a
P&P activity at 11am on the 1st & 3rd
Monday at Dominion Senior Living
in Athens. Please join us as we share
our faith with the residents there.

Lenten Fellowship Supper’s
Wednesday’s at 6pm before
the Mid-week Service.

March Birthdays
1st - Jerry Borchers
3rd - B ill Zimmer

Our Gifts to the Lord ~ February 2019

14th - Eric Whiting & Rusty Wooten
20th - Shirley Tiegs-Kappen & Robin Long

Offering this month:

$13,068.61

24th - Shelly Burkett

Expenses:

$12,258.34

27th - Diane Batty

Difference:

$ 810.27

March Anniversaries
th

29 - Todd & Tina Jensen

February Attendance:

Janis leaves for Honduras for another
Medical Mission Trip.
This is her third trip with this group!
If you haven’t made your contribution for this
mission trip… Do so NOW!
Please keep Janis and her group in your daily prayers.

8am

SS

10:30 am

2/3

17

31

46

2/10

15

30

37

2/17

11

29

47

2/24

NA

34

61

Ashes to Ashes
The alarming preponderance of dirty foreheads one will see today can only mean
one thing: It’s Ash Wednesday. In light of the start of the Lenten season, National
Review Online contacted a few of our spiritual advisers to explain why Lent is
important, and what lessons it can teach us.
MOLLIE ZIEGLER HEMINGWAY:
At one of my for mer newspaper jobs, Fat Tuesday was a huge celebr ation. And yet when some of us
showed up the next day with ashy smudges on our foreheads, we’d politely be notified we had dirt on our
faces.
Refer r ed to thr oughout Scr iptur e as a sign of sor r ow, mour ning, r epentance, and mor tality, ashes ar e
imposed on the head as a powerful reminder that we are sinners who will die. They’re made in the sign of
the cross to direct us to Jesus Christ as the way to forgiveness, salvation, and eternal life in heaven.
They shouldn’t be worn to be showy or boastful but to serve as witness. And the practice is meaningless —
hypocritical, even — unless there is a corresponding repentance and change of behavior.
No one likes to think of his or her sinfulness or mor tality — we all wish Fat Tuesday were more meaningful than Ash Wednesday.
It’s important that we not confuse the important spiritual disciplines of Lent with the true purpose of Lent:
to fix our eyes on Christ and to ponder the purpose, reasons and necessity of our Lord’s suffering and death
to earn our salvation.
– Mollie Ziegler Hemingway writes at GetReligion.org.

Excerpted from: https://www.nationalreview.com/2009/02/ashes-ashes-nro-symposium/
2/27/2019, 6:15pm
The Meyer Minute - March 1st: When I gr aduated fr om the Seminar y, I had, I think, an intellectual
understanding of the Transfiguration. Jesus showed His glory and then led the disciples down to the plain
where He was to suffer and die. Now, 46 years later, I understand the Transfiguration more from my
experiences than from head knowledge.
Skim thr ough the stor ies after the Tr ansfigur ation, the stor ies down on the plain, and you see the r eal
life experiences of disciples following Jesus. They try to cast out a demon, can’t, and Jesus complains,
“O faithless generation, how long am I to be with you? How long am I to bear with you? (Mark 9:19).
When the disciples fall into an argument about which one of them is greatest, Jesus corrects them.
“If anyone would be first, he must be last of all and servant of all” (Mark 9:35). When someone from a
different denomination is casting out demons in Jesus’ name, Jesus says, “Do not stop him” (Mark 10:39).
And on and on as you skim the stories, the disciples struggle to understand Jesus and the ways He would
lead us.
Down on the plain is not just about weekday life outside of chur ch. It’s about striving against our
natural inclinations and reactions to closely follow Jesus. “I have the desire to do what is right, but not the
ability to carry it out” (Romans 7:18). I met yesterday with a group of prospective students. One asked,
“What’s the one thing you would tell us about the Seminary?” I went on for a while, but the summary was
that your sorry soul needs Jesus as much as anyone does. So does mine. Being a seminarian, a pastor, a
president merits you no grace with God. That’s what I’ve been experiencing these 46 years down on the
plain. “I believe; help my unbelief!” (Mark 9:24). How easy it is for us to get lost.
Jesus leads us; keeping up is our daily str uggle of sanctification. Since He’s out of our sight, we perk up
our ears. “This is my beloved Son; listen to him.” And suddenly, looking around, they no longer saw
anyone with them but Jesus only” (Mark 9:7-8). “And as they were coming down the mountain, he charged
them to tell no one what they had seen, until the Son of Man had risen from the dead” (Mark 9:9).
Well, He is r isen and with us. “Pay attention to what you hear” (Mark 4:24).

Georgia O’Donnell….

Bor n Apr il 18th, 1930 at Sutton, West
Virginia as Georgia Ruth Given. She
attended grade school at Gassaway,
West VA. I graduated from Stonewall
Jackson High School in Charleston in 1948. “My father was a saw miller and farmer and
Mother stayed home to raise seven children (3 girls and 4 boys). I was in the middle and
I lost my last surviving sibling in August of 2018. My father was very ill during my childhood.
After high school I worked as a secretary in two different law firms for the next four years.”
“After my father died in J uly of 1950, I joined the Ar my in the Women’s Army Corps in
June of 1952. Stationed after basic training at Fort Lee, Georgia served in the Post Judge
Advocate General’s office at Fort McPherson in Atlanta, GA. After serving about 2 years and
5 months. I was honorably discharged with a rank of SS Class (T). “I wanted to see the
world during WWII, but I was too young to join.” My most memorable experiences were
being able to travel… Hawaii, Alaska, Bermuda and Texas. The service taught me teamwork
stated Georgia. Earning the National Defense Service Metal and the Good Conduct Medal.
(She was in the US Navy Reserve for 6 years following her discharge from WAC.
After leaving the Army I was offered a position at the 3rd Army Headquarters and then later
worked at the Federal Aviation Administration for a few years.”
On November 15th, 1969, Georgia married C. H. “Don” O’Donnell who was an Eastern Airline pilot from
Portland, Maine. They lived in Atlanta until moving to Ft. Lauderdale, FL until he passed away on
November 14th, 1986 leaving her with a step-daughter, Judy.
Geor gia and Don had planned on moving to TN after he r etir ed, she had fr iends her e
and when he passed, she moved here anyway. She loves to work with her hands (crochet,
make warm quilts and baby blankets). Georgia made our church the children’s quiet bags.
She also enjoys mowing her lawn on her riding mower, weed eating, working in her
flowers (and some us are lucky to have starts from them that she provided for our
Rummage Sale) and she always takes time to watch Jeopardy… and she is also known
for her wonderful pecan pies! Georgia has 3 cats and a dog. One of the cats came
with her from VA and the other 2 were strays that decided to stay with her.
Geor gia has kept active with the Amer ican Legion Post for 15 year s
and as the Post Historian, for the past 4 years..
Try their Fish Fry on the 4th Friday of each month!

We are so blessed to have
Georgia as a member of our
church family!

