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DIVINE SERVICE: Setting Four

HYMN “Sing Praise to God, the Highest Good” ................................. LSB 819
INVOCATION
P: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.
CONFESSION and ABOLUTION
P: Our help is in the name of the Lord,
C: who made heaven and earth.
P: If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand?
C: But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared.
P: Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer
and praise, and receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ
in the fellowship of this altar, let us first consider our unworthiness
and confess before God and one another that we have sinned in
thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our
sinful condition. Together as His people let us take refuge in the
infinite mercy of God, our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the
sake of Christ, and saying: God, be merciful to me, a sinner.
C: Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and
lead us to everlasting life. Amen.
P: Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for
His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant
of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in
the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.
INTROIT
Ps. 105:4–7; antiphon: Ps. 105:8
P: He remembers His covenant forever, the word that He commanded,
for a thousand generations.
C: Seek the LORD and His strength; seek His presence
continually!
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P: Remember the wondrous works that He has done, His miracles, and
the judgments He uttered, O offspring of Abraham, His servant,
children of Jacob, His chosen ones!
C: He is the LORD our God; His judgments are in all the earth.
P: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;
C: as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.
P: He remembers His covenant forever, the word that He commanded,
for a thousand generations.
KYRIE

(The Gloria In Excelsis is omitted during Lent)
SALUTATION AND COLLECT
P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.
P: Let us pray. O God, You see that of ourselves we have no strength.
By Your mighty power defend us from all adversities that may happen
to the body and from all evil thoughts that may assault and hurt the
soul; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C: Amen.
OLD TESTAMENT READING
Genesis 12:1-9
1 Now the Lord said to Abram, “Go from your country and your kindred
and your father’s house to the land that I will show you. 2 And I will
make of you a great nation, and I will bless you and make your name
great, so that you will be a blessing. 3 I will bless those who bless you,
and him who dishonors you I will curse, and in you all the families of
the earth shall be blessed.” 4 So Abram went, as the Lord had told
him, and Lot went with him. Abram was seventy-five years old when
he departed from Haran. 5 And Abram took Sarai his wife, and Lot his
brother’s son, and all their possessions that they had gathered, and
the people that they had acquired in Haran, and they set out to go to
the land of Canaan. When they came to the land of Canaan, 6 Abram
passed through the land to the place at Shechem, to the oak of Moreh.
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At that time the Canaanites were in the land. 7 Then the Lord
appeared to Abram and said, “To your offspring I will give this land.”
So he built there an altar to the Lord, who had appeared to him. 8
From there he moved to the hill country on the east of Bethel and
pitched his tent, with Bethel on the west and Ai on the east. And there
he built an altar to the Lord and called upon the name of the Lord. 9
And Abram journeyed on, still going toward the Negeb.
P: This is the Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
EPISTLE READING
Romans 4:1-8, 13-17
1 What then shall we say was gained by Abraham, our forefather
according to the flesh? 2 For if Abraham was justified by works, he has
something to boast about, but not before God. 3 For what does the
Scripture say? “Abraham believed God, and it was counted to him as
righteousness.” 4 Now to the one who works, his wages are not
counted as a gift but as his due. 5 And to the one who does not work
but believes in Him who justifies the ungodly, his faith is counted as
righteousness, 6 just as David also speaks of the blessing of the one to
whom God counts righteousness apart from works: 7 “Blessed are
those whose lawless deeds are forgiven, and whose sins are covered;
8 blessed is the man against whom the Lord will not count his sin.” 13
For the promise to Abraham and his offspring that he would be heir of
the world did not come through the law but through the righteousness
of faith. 14 For if it is the adherents of the law who are to be the heirs,
faith is null and the promise is void. 15 For the law brings wrath, but
where there is no law there is no transgression. 16 That is why it
depends on faith, in order that the promise may rest on grace and be
guaranteed to all his offspring – not only to the adherent of the law but
also to the one who shares the faith of Abraham, who is the father of
us all, 17 as it is written, “I have made you the father of many nations” –
in the presence of the God in whom he believed, who gives life to the
dead and calls into existence the things that do not exist.
P: This is the Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
(Please stand for the reading of the Gospel)
P: The Holy Gospel according to St. John the 3rd chapter.
C: Glory to You, O Lord.
4

THE HOLY GOSPEL
John 3:1-17
1 Now there was a man of the Pharisees named Nicodemus, a ruler of
the Jews. 2 This man came to Jesus by night and said to Him, “Rabbi,
we know that You are a teacher come from God, for no one can do
these signs that You do unless God is with him.” 3 Jesus answered
him, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born again he cannot see
the kingdom of God.” 4 Nicodemus said to Him, “How can a man be
born when he is old? Can he enter a second time into his mother’s
womb and be born?” 5 Jesus answered, “Truly, truly, I say to you,
unless one is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom
of God. 6 That which is born of the flesh is flesh, and that which is born
of the Spirit is spirit. 7 Do not marvel that I said to you, ‘You must be
born again.’ 8 The wind blows where it wishes, and you hear its sound,
but you do not know where it comes from or where it goes. So it is
with everyone who is born of the Spirit.” 9 Nicodemus said to Him,
“How can these things be?” 10 Jesus answered him, “Are you the
teacher of Israel and yet you do not understand these things? 11 Truly,
truly, I say to you, we speak of what we know, and bear witness to
what we have seen, but you do not receive our testimony. 12 If I have
told you earthly things and you do not believe, how can you believe if I
tell you heavenly things? 13 No one has ascended into heaven except
He who descended from heaven, the Son of Man. 14 And as Moses
lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted
up, 15 that whoever believes in Him may have eternal life. 16 For God
so loved the world, that He gave His only Son, that whoever believes
in Him should not perish but have eternal life. 17 For God did not send
His Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the
world might be saved through Him.
P: This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to You, O Christ.
NICENE CREED
I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and
earth and of all things visible and invisible.
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of
Light, very God of very God, begotten, not made, being of one
substance with the Father, by whom all things were made; who
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for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven and was
incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the Virgin Mary and was made man;
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered
and was buried. And the third day He rose again according to the
Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of
the Father. And He will come again with glory to judge both the
living and the dead, whose kingdom will have no end.
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who
proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and
the Son together is worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the
prophets. And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic
Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, and
I look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to
come. Amen.
HYMN “God Loved the World So That He Gave”.................... LSB 571 vs. 1-4
SERMON
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
GATHERING OF THE OFFERINGS
 SACRAMENT 
If you are a confirmed member of a Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod congregation,
we invite you to commune with us. If you are not a confirmed member of an LCMS
congregation and would like to come forward with your family and friends during the
distribution, please place your hands over your heart and you will receive a blessing.

PREFACE
P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.
P: Lift up your hearts.
C: We lift them to the Lord.
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C: It is right to give Him thanks and praise.
P: It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in
all places give thanks to You, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and
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everlasting God, for the countless blessings You so freely bestow on
us and all creation. Above all, we give thanks for Your boundless
love shown to us when You sent Your only-begotten Son, Jesus
Christ, into our flesh and laid on Him our sin, giving Him into death
that we might not die eternally. Because He is now risen from the
dead and lives and reigns to all eternity, all who believe in Him will
overcome sin and death and will rise again to new life. Therefore with
angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud
and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying:
SANCTUS

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING
P: Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You have
had mercy on us and given Your only-begotten Son that whoever
believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life.
At Your command, Abraham prepared to offer his son Isaac as a
sacrifice on the mountain; yet, in mercy You provided a ram as a
substitute. We give You thanks that on Calvary You spared not Your
only Son but sent Him to offer His life as a ransom for many.
As we eat and drink His body and blood, grant us, like Abraham our
father, to trust in Your promise now fulfilled in Christ, the Lamb of
God, who takes away the sin of the world.
Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us:
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THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy
kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give
us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and
the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.
WORDS OF INSTITUTION
PAX DOMINI
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C: Amen.
AGNUS DEI

DISTRIBUTION HYMN “My Song Is Love Unknown”......................... LSB 430
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NUNC DIMITTIS

POST-COMMUNION COLLECT
P: Let us pray. We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have
refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of
Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward
You and fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your
Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever.
C: Amen.
BENEDICAMUS AND BENEDICTION
P: Let us bless the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
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P: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine
on you and be gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor
and give you peace.
C: Amen.
HYMN “All Who Believe and Are Baptized” ...................................... LSB 601
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THIS WEEK AT CLC — (3/8/20-3/15/20)
Sunday: Worship/HC, 9:00am; Christian Education, 10:30am
Monday: Board of Evangelism, 5:15pm
Tuesday: Board of Education, 5:00pm; Church Council, 6:30pm
Wednesday: Bible Study, 8:30am; Confirmation Class, 5:15pm
Thursday: Lenten Worship/HC, 6:30pm
Sunday: Worship/HC, 9:00am – Confirmation of Maggie Erickson;
Christian Education, 10:30am
OUR RESPONSE TO GOD’S LOVE (Week ending March 1, 2020)
General & Building Funds: $17,986.78; Blessings: $147.71; Memorial
Fund: $20.00
Attendance: Thursday: 92; Sunday: 123
CLC ANNOUNCEMENTS
GUESTS AND VISITORS: We are glad you are here! We invite you
to join us for fellowship following the service. Bathrooms are located
upstairs on each end of the fellowship/Bible study area.
LENT MIDWEEK SERVICES: The Trial of Judas Iscariot: The
Punishment Phase, Thursdays at 6:30pm.
WE HAVE COMPLETED the Operation Baby Bottle (OBB) fundraiser
for this year. I wish to thank all who participated. I’ve returned the
bottles to Hope Life Center. Two bottles are still outstanding. If you
have these bottles please return them to me. – Sandi Michaelis.
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THE COMMUNITY MEAL at St. Paul’s will be March 17th. We have
decided to have a soup supper with a ham sandwich this time. Bruce
Anklam has graciously said he would make a Nesco of Chicken
Dumpling Soup for us. We want a vegetable soup as the other choice.
If there is someone who would be willing to make a Nesco of this let
me know. Otherwise we will need 3 crock pots of vegetable soup.
There is a signup sheet on the podium in the fellowship hall for
donations and volunteers. We will mostly need monetary donations.
Thank you. – Sandi Michaelis
THE HOPE LIFE CENTER BANQUET FUNDRAISER is April 27th. I
have reserved a luncheon table under the name of Christ Lutheran
Church. It will be held at the Hilton Garden Inn in Rib Mountain and
starts at 11:30 a.m. Cost is $28 per person. Keynote speaker is Kirk
Walden who has 30 years of experience in the pro-life area. See me,
Sandi Michaelis, if you wish to join our table.
HAVE A LITTLE TIME TO SPARE? The Quilters can use your help!
They meet every third Wednesday of the month. If those days don’t
work for you, there are other ways that you can help. Check out the
writeup on the Fellowship Hall bulletin board.
WEATHER CANCELLATIONS FOR CHURCH SERVICES /
ACTIVITIES: Please check the Channel 7 or Channel 9 websites, the
CLC website or Facebook page, or call the church at 715-848-2040
and press option “6”.
“LIFE QUOTES” from Lutherans For Life
“Parents make mistakes, and so do their children. Don’t let the thought
of failure prevent you, my friends, from going for the prize. If you have
not been in it before, get in the game, follow Christ. If you have tried
hard and feel you have not succeeded, don’t give up. Fight the good
fight. Run the race with full determination. With Christ, you will obtain
the prize.” Dr. Oswald Hoffmann, former speaker of “The Lutheran
Hour” – (www.lutheransforlife.org)

11

