
Decision Tree 
 
 

Decision to End Marriage 
    

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                
Lawsuit : Traditional Adversarial             Carefully Plan for Your/Family’s 

                       Litigation                                                              Future   

(file Complaint & Serve)        

                
You and Spouse                        You and Spouse do not  

           Pretrial (60 to 90 days after filing)   have an overall                       want to litigate but need             
                                      agreement                        help reaching an agreement 
        
  Discovery  (60 to 90 days to complete)                                                                           
 (Motions, Interrogatories, Depositions)        OPTIONS:           OPTIONS: 

                     
            (1) Do it Yourself Divorce   (1) Mediation (few issues) 
    Final Settlement Conference                    (all paperwork drafted without 
      (4 to 6 months after filing)                        attorney going to Court)         (2) Full Mediation 
       

                       (2) Attorney Assisted Divorce      (3) Attorney Negotiated Divorce 

               (important for divorces with                                            
Trial in front of a Judge   children, real estate, pensions,  (4) Collaborative Practice 
(Can take several months)    401k’s, etc.) 
                                                                                                           

                             

   $$$$$$$$         $ to $$            $$ to $$$$ 
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